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THE VACANT EDITOR !

EDITORIAL = September 2024

Hello Everyone.

In the last editorial it was stated that “this will be my last editorial, | promise”.

So this editorial comes from a vacant editor, sitting in a vacant chair, on a vacant lot!

The Chairman requested that this edition be a “blast from the past” and duly submitted an
article, which you can read on the pages following the Chairman’s Chat.

Thereafter follow some highlights from past Sabrina’s, which can all be found on the website at
www.triumphclubsa.com.

The picture below shows, the previous editors first encounter with “Triumphs” namely a photo depicting a
“Triumph” driving into the school gates. ................... (while reading her January 1976 school newsletter,
little did that poor girl know what an impact the “Triumph” would have on her life in the fullness of time !)
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Chairmans Chat—September 2024

The old cliché “There are not enough hours in the day” has been my story for the last month or so.
Haven't even been able to do any restoration work on the GT6 so getting quite grumpy and Joans been
taking the brunt of my grumpiness.

As far as Triumph issues go Gavin Mills has resigned as Chairman of the KZN center and Fonnie Nortje
has taken over as Chairman until their AGM to be held in February 2025.

| thank Gavin for his support and assistance during his tenure as chairman and wish Fonnie all the best
in his tenure.

As far as the long service awards go, I’'m in the process of ordering next year’'s awards and at the same
time correcting the incorrect spelling of some members names that crept into the last order. Those whose
names were spelt incorrectly | apologise and thank you for your patience.

Here in Gauteng, we are again inundated with invitations to attend motor shows, which appears to have
become quite a lucrative business, when one considers the number of spectators and the entry fees
being charged.

The Garden Rote center is hard at work arranging the 2026 National gathering and have advised me that
early in the new year we should have information confirming accommodation dates etc.

The 2026 National gathering will celebrate the 50t anniversary of the Triumph Sports Car Club of South
Africa, we will arrange special mementoes and events for those attending.

We will be trying to get at least fifty Triumphs and everyone who has been members for 50 years at the
event. So please start motivating your members to attend in 2026.

That'’s all from me for now.
Yours in Triumph

Gary
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A Blast from the Past—also 1976

SABRINA February 1976. >
Looking through the information sheets it is quite evident that a lot of discrepancies are being made ;!;
over dating. Below is a list showing typical chassis numbers, and can be used as a guide to date your a
car. o
August 1953 TS 1 onwards g
January 1954 TS 310 ‘%
January 1955 TS 5200 &
September 1955 TS 8637 (TR3 series) ,L
January 1956 TS 9670 §
January 1957 TS 15020
August 1957 TS 22014 (TR3A series)
January 1958 TS 2560
January 1959 TS 41640
January 1960 TS 65130 (Note: Information taken from Piet Olyslager’s book on TR2/

TR3/TR3A, 1962)
January 1961 TS 82040

Comparing with Robson’s book “The Story of Triumph Sports Cars”, slight differences appear in
numbers produced.

Total TR
TR2 8628 8628
TR3 16847 25475
TR3A 58097 83572 (includes TR3B)

Looking through that little lot gives me a big smile. My log book says 1958 Triumph TR3A. But my
chassis number is TS 19649 which makes it a 1957 TR3—somebody must have crunched the original
front end and replaced it with the 3A apron. Oh well, we all live and learn.

It would appear that South African built cars have the prefix TS8 in place TS altogether with the
number, but it may be that the dates shown above do not apply to the dates of locally assembled cars.

Let’s hope that 1976 will be a year of Register expansion, both in the areas of Social involvement and
rebuilding.

See you all at the Grand Prix.
GRAHAM CHEETHAM

N.B. Letters and articles always welcome.
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A Blast from the Past— 1978

The fou&m:g letter appeared in the Spring 1978 edition of TRaction

.

Bwlw’ ilst '-‘f-:‘;iibﬁfeciace it may be a somewhat isoteric interest, nothi?_g
eems to have appeared in the newsletter about the early TR2s, so'it
e a subject worth airing. Possibly someone will be able to come up with
swers on this comparatively neglected species. By "early cars I really
‘the first 2000 or so chassis numbers made in late 1953/early 1954 - the
cars that were primarily respomsible for comverting the TR from something of
a joke - nmot to be taken seriously - to being the gar to have” for the
amateur motor sport enthusiast of the mid-fifties. A large proportion of ..
these early cars must have been used in some form of competition when new,
and the "write-off"" rate must have been quite high - nevertheless, quite a
surprising propoetion seem still to survive. So far as I know, no accurate
research has been done into mumbeérs; but it would be interesting to know
just how many of, say, the ‘first 1000 cars are still in existence. ° :
" In 1954, especially after the RAC Rally victory, by a TRZ, demand |
exceeded supply on the home market, and for 2 few months new TRs were fetching
a preium ~ dealers who had them id stock tended to ich'&pgg;g:ﬁa'.! more-in
the direction of purchasers who were competition minded. In the RAC Rally, '
for instance, there were no fewer than 17 TR2s entered, despite the fact
that only about 1000 had been made all told by then. (The RAC Rally took place
in early March in those days). Consequently, there must still be quite a '
number of cars around which had some competition history when young, that
their, .cyrrent owners are probably unawere of, in addi.t;',i;{;p to severagl
historic or works cars that still seem to be unaccounted for. Where, for
instance, is that 1954 RAC Rally winner, GJA 205? Prqb‘q,}‘ly written off or
dismantled "b\lt who knows? ._r b .h. x‘.‘; ..; ‘.. T
It was driven to victory by Johnny Wallwork, a Hangﬁ?ueﬁ"g’arage
proprietor and there is, on the cover of the April 1954 edition of "fotor .
Sport” a splendid photograph of him flinging the TX around the .pylons in ..
one of the rally (:e’ats., In the centre spread of that 'same issue is a picture
of‘OWK 888, a wire-wheeled car whick won the Ladies ‘prize in that Rally,
driven by Miss Mary Walker - a very determined young lady she.looks too -
does anyone know what happened to this one ? ifany other photographs appear
in the magazines of that time of TRs racing, in what seems to be virtually
standard condition - “take off thy hubcaps and race” = though mnot :
suprisingly many of them appear to be travelling in the opposite dire

ction,
1 1%
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A Blast from the Past— 1978 cont’d

I've compiled a lengthy (and probably very boring) list of all the
photographs of TRs racing that appeared in Motor Sport, Motor anfi Autocar im
the period 1954-56, just in’ case I ever found one of these cars lurking in' the
proverbial barn (I never have): However, I did nearly manage to buy PDU 20,
one of the Works Alpine cars, a photograph of which appears on the front of
Newsletter 32, This car was on the Register in the early '70s and appeated in
January 1973 at the: Tetsworth National Meeting, looking tatty but quite
original (BRG, wires, etc.).though it had been converted to RHD from the LHD
jt,wes'when'a works car. Later that year, it was advertised for sale in the
Exchange & Mart somewhere in the Bournemouth area - I rang as soon as 1 saw
the advert, but someone got there fjrst, and not long afterwards it appeared
,for sale -~ in the same condition - at the premises of a pair of dealers not a
million miles from Woburn Abhey at 2 price of £650, which seemed proposterous

then - especially as it was just gbout 4 times the price it had been in
Bournemouth. It took them a long time to sell, as although 4 years ago, there
was not so much interest in historic'TRe then. I consoled myself with going to
view TS 194 XJF 777, reputed to have been the first TR in Leicester ~ this’ one
was for ‘sale for sixty pounds - a runner - Just - but when the wiring caught'fire
durxng the demonstration run, on a wet winter's night in South London, and all
the lights went out, I decided I didn't need another tatty TR (I already had 2)
- I often wonder how the owner got home. I also wonder who bought PDU 20 and
what’ happened to its sister car, the ' less-photographed- PDU 21. And someone,
somewhere, ‘just might have TS 6 (OHP 771) the Motor/Autocar road test car of’
January 1954, though I imagine it had a hard life, and nrobably laid down and
died quite goung. I did however see TS 14 advertised in the .previously ment%oned
magazine about 3 years or so ago ~ £100 I think was the figure - somewhere in
Glouceatersh1re. the place - but it was raining outside - and cold - and
irresistable '"manana"” set in - needless to say it was sold by the time I got
round to rxngxng up. The road to Hell is paved w1th good 1ntent10ns - and TR2s
with worn X3 on the rear end.

_Othet 1ntetest1ng.TRZs whxch may have survxved are :-
SYA 176 The Barstead-Smith 71 mpg economy rup winner of 1954,
_PRW 137 The second Autocar road test car. :
ONF 378 One of the 1954 RAC Rally entries. Tk !
OKV 72 ° A 1954 Works o1 semx-ﬂbrks car hot ‘mentioned in’ Grahan Robson s
o new Dook.
PHP 727 The Motor Sport road test car (February 1955) - thia car was on -
3 the Register scme time ago.
'OKV 777 "“The 1954 Le Mans car - which was also on the Reglstef in the
' ' early '70s '
Most’ of the prototypes are’ actounted fot; as are TSl and TS2, but what
happened to the Jabheke car MVC 5757 There was an internhtmng article on it
“in‘an early Newsletter and then 2 or 3 yearc ago, it appeared for' sale :
(in unrhbuxlt state, I think) for a four~f1gure sum in Classic Car - did this,
posszbly the most historic of all, remain in the Register - or maybe a forelgn
'dollector" bought it. . - 4

8L6T —1séd 9y} wolj ise|g v
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Could it be that any of ‘these early cars are still with their orxgznal
OVnersT 1 be11eve qr Davenporc has had his Iovely’black TR2 (TS 477 I think) -
fromm about ‘1 year'gld, but ean anyone beat this? This is the only TR2 ‘I have -
ever seen still to retain the orxg:nal rear llgﬁt lenseés '(the squarish split
screen-Morris Minor type). .

On ‘the ' subJect of the Jphysical peculxarrties of these'early cars, vis .
there really such a thing as the 3,89 rear axlé ratic, or-is it.a mgth ..
perpetuated over the years. I have several times read that early TR2g were
fitted with this rctio (as opposed to 3,7) but I've never seen one, and TS6
in the January 1954 road test had a 3,7 axle, and you can't get much earlier
than that. Certainly both my cars, TS429 and TS494, had 3,7 axles. TS494
retained the aluminium bounet, and T3429 had the double thermostat housing,
both of which are distinguishing features of the early cars - though of course,

AT X
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A Blast from the Past— 1978 cont’d

most of the survivors have become adulterated over the years - and what otherls
major differences were there? TS494, when I bought 1t, had some peculiar wheels,
with not as much "offset” as unormal TR wheels, but otherwise identical - was

this an original trait does anyone know?

ounds the famous rear wheel "gpats' ~ these were
certainlg'on the list of 1954 optional extras, and my 1954 handb?ok shows a-

car thus equipped - but has anyone ever gseen any? One hears fgrtfve storxe: A
whispered in dark corners, wherever TR drivers meet, about a ‘friend of a frie

who once' knew'someone who had seen a pair. Similarly with the "fiteed suitcasf" =
I wonder what it fitted? If it was thc boot, then I hope it was waterproof . -
Anyway, it-was certainly offered as an extra, as was another near-mythical item,
an aluminium sump. Complete with lightweight 0il no doubt.

The poor.old eétly TR8s have come in for a bit of abuse.lat§1y, ?s?ecxally
from Mr Robson - I quote - "Assuming that there is no attraction in original-
specificatio.TR2s 'per se', we would say that the 1954 models are not really
'good buys'.,...." Well alright, maybe they don't stop and maybe they do rattle
even more than:yourhavernge TR, and maybe the doors do hit th? k?’?’ but at !
least they're unusual, and have many fascinating little peculiarities of their
own - no two seem the same - and by heavens they're economical - I never get
less than 34 mpg overall, and others do better. By the way, does anyone know
anything about the lovely BRG TR2 that I used to see often in N.W. London some
years agp, which carried the registration number TR2? :

A major mystery Surr

‘Now that would ‘be a car to own.

57 . gl PR | iy .

Bill Piggott.
Dept'Editor;- DUtk

We have scen the developuent of the Rebistet'over the past few years to
a point when people are beginning to take greater interest in TRs. This is a
tremendous step which I am sure will continue, thus allowing more and more TRs

v

back on to the roads of South Africa.

The local Centres in Johannesturg, Cape Town and Durban have progressed
well, but suffer from a situation which in itself cannot be improved without
changes being made. I am talking about turnm-out. At Mazelspoort we had 30 TRs
from all over the country, but do we evcr get 30 TRs to a local event? I doubt
it. We certainly do not achieve it in Curbam. So, as a lacal Centre, we have
created the Triumph Sports Car Club of Natal which gives full membership to
owners of all Triumph sports cars including TRs, Spitfires, GT6s, Stags, Vitesses,
Boadsters and Herald Coupes, in an attempt to increase thei.numbersof enthusiasts
at our events. The largest portion of our membership is still taken by TR
owners. but we are now.getting some very enthusiastic Spitfire and Stag members.
To my mind what matters is that the cluo prospers by increasing its participation
numbers, a situation far better than a turn-out of only a minute number of’¥ns :
as in days gone by. ‘ )

Is it not time that the TR Register of S.A. recognised all the other
TRiumph sports cars? To draw some sort of comparison, both the MG Car Club and
the Austin-Healey Club cater for all products of these manufactuers, big and
small alike. Why not all the Triumph sports cars together.? .

I believe very sincerely that the recognition of other Triumph sports
cars by the TR Register of 8.A., would be an admirable step forward, and
therefore put the idea forward for your comsideration.

\ :
- Yours faithfully,
Graham Cheetham.
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A Blast from the Past— by Terry Murphy—your SAMCA representative.

WHEN THE BUG BITES - BY TERRY MURPHY

Having the opinion of why should | pay someone else to do my repairs when | can do them myself is
how the bug bit.

My curiosity with how things work started whilst at school and the only reasonable solution was to
take it apart, have a gander at the inside and then put it back together in the hopes that it works better
than it did before you started. If it doesn’t it was probably because of the pile of extra parts lying on
the floor next to you which you couldn’t put back or didn’t think were necessary.

A number of school buddies had motor cycles and | thought that this would be an ideal form of
transport. My folks however had the opposite thought process and quite rightly were of the opinion
that this form of transport was dangerous. | quietly acquired a non running Yamaha 250 DS5 twin,
took it to pieces and had a good look around at the inner working. | cleaned it up, put it back together

and then the pushing began. It eventually started and | was promptly pulled over by the police for

Aydunip Alual —3sed a9yl wouay ise|g v

riding without a helmet and drivers license. Needless to say the bike had to go.
In 1981 and | moved to Margate on the lower south coast. | had a few bikes which | rebuilt whilst there
and enjoyed riding on the beach along the Transkei Wild Coast before the Wild Coast Sun was

established. If the bike broke down you learnt how to fix it as there are no spares shops along the

way.

v
7
)

It was when Sherryl and | moved back to Durban in the early 1990’s that the bug really started to bite.

| bought a completely burnt out fibre glass bodied Willys Jeep mounted on a Mazda B1600 chassis. It cost me
all of R10 (ten rand) and Sherryl thought | was crazy. My reply was “but darling the motor turns”.

Six months and thirteen thousand rand later it was another story entirely.
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A Blast from the Past— by Terry Murphy—your SAMCA representative.

Sherryl’s remark to all of this was “ Darling you’ve had your un now and | am a bank manager. | can’t be
seen driving a little Honda Ballade now can I. | want a sports car”. Well, did | have to scratch my head as to
how | was going to afford this sports car. | found and bought a neglected Datsun 280 ZX with a front end
smash. After obtaining an imported bonnet from Japan, a complete rub down to bare metal (she didn’t like
the blue colour and requested a silver car), complete new upholstery, engine rebuild and ten months later |
had a very happy wife.

Aydunip Alual —3sed a9yl wouay ise|g v

| wanted a nice comfortable car to tow our six
birth caravan and was determined that it have a
V8. | found a neglected Jaguar XJ6 exec with a
Chevy 350. A complete strip down, respray,
new leather upholstery and rewiring resulted in
a lovely smooth ride.

The 5.7 It Chevy 350 produced phenomenal
power with a Holley 600 double pumper carb
but hell was it thirsty
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A Blast from the Past— by Terry Murphy—your SAMCA representative.

In 1999 my brother asked for help with his mother in
law’s car as it wasn’t going well. Little did | know that
this was to be my apprenticeship into the world of
triumph sports cars.

The car was a black 1967 Triumph Spitfire MK2 and
as rough as a goats neck.

It took four years of total focus, complete body off
restoration, rubbed to bare metal and respray, engine
re-sleeved back to original with standard imported
pistons and new oversized bearings, leather
upholstery, suspension bushes, shocks, tyres, lights
and lenses, bumpers re-chromed, new soft top
and exhaust system.

"8 | completed the car in early 2004 and was told
! that the Triumph club had a national competition
. every two years. The owner of the car Susan
Beukes was a member of the club and agreed
that the car should be entered into the event
which would be held at Port Edward and so off
we went.

This event was to be my biggest wake up call at
competition level. It's one thing completely re-
building and restoring a car to the extent that |
did and quite another preparing a car for a
concourse competition. With all that effort the car
obtained a silver medal. | am proud to say that the
car is still running and has changed ownership twice
since the rebuild with both new owners being active
members of the Durban centre.

My aunt Brenda Murphy has been a member of the
Durban centre for years having owned a Spitfire and
currently a TR7 drop head which is entered into
concourse at every Nationals to which | lend a hand
in preparation.

By now Sherryl and | had become members of the
Durban centre and | had to have my own Triumph.
And as you may have guessed that there is no
substitute for cubic inches so the choice of Triumph
had to have a V8.

In 2004 the Durban chairman David Blair sourced a
TRY fixed head which already had the Rover V8
conversion. The previous owner Dick King had
unfortunately passed on and his widow needed to sell
the car. So | became the proud owner. The car was
not standard with the V8 engine and beside the
rusted condition could not hope to succeed in any
competition. So why not make it comfortable and
reliable as possible besides my moto is “Take it apart,
have a look at the insides, seen how it works, clean it
up and make it new before putting it back”

How the car arrived at this point with all it's
modifications and conversions will be discussed in
detail in a later article.

(Hopefully—The Vacant Editor)
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