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EDITORIAL = September 2024 

 

 

Hello Everyone. 

In the last editorial it was stated that “this will be my last editorial, I promise”. 

 

So this editorial comes from a vacant editor, sitting in a vacant chair, on a vacant lot! 

 

The Chairman requested that this edition be a “blast from the past”  and duly submitted an     

article, which you can read on the pages following the Chairman’s Chat. 

 

Thereafter follow some highlights from past Sabrina’s, which can all be found on the website at 

www.triumphclubsa.com. 

 

The picture below shows, the previous editors first encounter with “Triumphs” namely a photo depicting a 

“Triumph” driving into the school gates.   ……………….(while reading her January 1976 school newsletter, 

little did that poor girl know what an impact the “Triumph” would have on her life in the fullness of time !) 

http://www.triumphclubsa.com
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Chairmans Chat—September 2024 

The old cliché “There are not enough hours in the day” has been my story for the last month or so.    

Haven’t even been able to do any restoration work on the GT6 so getting quite grumpy and Joans been 

taking the brunt of my grumpiness. 

As far as Triumph issues go Gavin Mills has resigned as Chairman of the KZN center and Fonnie Nortje 

has taken over as Chairman until their AGM to be held in February 2025. 

I thank Gavin for his support and assistance during his tenure as chairman and wish Fonnie all the best 

in his tenure. 

As far as the long service awards go, I’m in the process of ordering next year’s awards and at the same 

time correcting the incorrect spelling of some members names that crept into the last order. Those whose 

names were spelt incorrectly I apologise and thank you for your patience. 

Here in Gauteng, we are again inundated with invitations to attend motor shows, which appears to have 

become quite a lucrative business, when one considers the number of spectators and the entry fees   

being charged. 

The Garden Rote center is hard at work arranging the 2026 National gathering and have advised me that 

early in the new year we should have information confirming accommodation dates etc. 

The 2026 National gathering will celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Triumph Sports Car Club of South 

Africa, we will arrange special mementoes and events for those attending. 

We will be trying to get at least fifty Triumphs and everyone who has been members for 50 years at the 

event. So please start motivating your members to attend in 2026. 

That’s all from me for now. 

Yours in Triumph 

Gary  
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A Blast from the Past—also 1976 

 

SABRINA February 1976. 

Looking through the information sheets it is quite evident that a lot of discrepancies are being made 

over dating. Below is a list showing typical chassis numbers, and can be used as a guide to date your 

car. 

August 1953  TS 1 onwards 

January 1954  TS 310 

January 1955  TS 5200 

September 1955  TS 8637 (TR3 series) 

January 1956  TS 9670 

January 1957  TS 15020 

August 1957  TS 22014 (TR3A series) 

January 1958  TS 2560 

January 1959  TS 41640 

January 1960  TS 65130 (Note: Information taken from Piet Olyslager’s book on TR2/ 

    TR3/TR3A, 1962) 

January 1961  TS 82040 

Comparing with Robson’s book “The Story of Triumph Sports Cars”, slight differences appear in 

numbers produced. 

     Total TR 

TR2 8628    8628 

TR3 16847   25475 

TR3A 58097   83572 (includes TR3B) 

Looking through that little lot gives me a big smile. My log book says 1958 Triumph TR3A. But my 

chassis number is TS 19649 which makes it a 1957 TR3—somebody must have crunched the original 

front end and replaced it with the 3A apron. Oh well, we all live and learn. 

It would appear that South African built cars have the prefix TS8 in place TS altogether with the 

number, but it may be that the dates shown above do not apply to the dates of locally assembled cars. 

Let’s hope that 1976 will be a year of Register expansion, both in the areas of Social involvement and 

rebuilding. 

See you all at the Grand Prix. 

GRAHAM CHEETHAM 

N.B. Letters and articles always welcome. 
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A Blast from the Past— 1978 
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A Blast from the Past— 1978 cont’d 
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A Blast from the Past— 1978 cont’d 
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A Blast from the Past—  by Terry Murphy—your SAMCA representative. 

WHEN THE BUG BITES - BY TERRY MURPHY 

Having the opinion of why should I pay someone else to do my repairs when I can do them myself is 

how the bug bit. 

My curiosity with how things work started whilst at school and the only reasonable solution was to 

take it apart, have a gander at the inside and then put it back together in the hopes that it works better 

than it did before you started. If it doesn’t it was probably because of the pile of extra parts lying on 

the floor next to you which you couldn’t put back or didn’t think were necessary. 

A number of school buddies had motor cycles and I thought that this would be an ideal form of 

transport. My folks however had the opposite thought process and quite rightly were of the opinion 

that this form of transport was dangerous. I quietly acquired a non running Yamaha 250 DS5 twin, 

took it to pieces and had a good look around at the inner working. I cleaned it up, put it back together 

and then the pushing began. It eventually started and I was promptly pulled over by the police for 

riding without a helmet and drivers license. Needless to say the bike had to go. 

In 1981 and I moved to Margate on the lower south coast. I had a few bikes which I rebuilt whilst there 

and enjoyed riding on the beach along the Transkei Wild Coast before the Wild Coast Sun was 

established. If the bike broke down you learnt how to fix it as there are no spares shops along the 

way. 

 It was when Sherryl and I moved back to Durban in the early 1990’s that the bug really started to bite.  

I bought a completely burnt out fibre glass bodied Willys Jeep mounted on a Mazda B1600 chassis. It cost me 

all of R10 (ten rand) and Sherryl thought I was crazy. My reply was “but darling the motor turns”. 

Six months and thirteen thousand rand later it was another story entirely. 



10  
                 A

 B
last fro

m
 th

e P
ast– Terry M

u
rp

h
y 

Sherryl’s remark to all of this was “ Darling you’ve had your  un now and I am a bank manager. I can’t be 

seen driving a little Honda Ballade now can I. I want a sports car”. Well, did I have to scratch my head as to 

how I was going to afford this sports car. I found and bought a neglected Datsun 280 ZX with a front end 

smash. After obtaining an imported bonnet from Japan, a complete rub down to bare metal (she didn’t like 

the blue colour and requested a silver car), complete new upholstery, engine rebuild and ten months later I 

had a very happy wife.   

A Blast from the Past—  by Terry Murphy—your SAMCA representative. 

She drove this car for eight and a half years to a mileage of 290 000 km before we sold it. 

I wanted a nice comfortable car to tow our six 

birth caravan and was determined that it have a 

V8. I found a neglected Jaguar XJ6 exec with a 

Chevy 350. A complete strip down, respray, 

new leather upholstery and rewiring resulted in 

a lovely smooth ride. 

The 5.7 lt Chevy 350 produced phenomenal 

power with a Holley 600 double pumper carb 

but hell was it thirsty 
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In 1999 my brother asked for help with his mother in 

law’s car as it wasn’t going well. Little did I know that 

this was to be my apprenticeship into the world of 

triumph sports cars. 

The car was a black 1967 Triumph Spitfire MK2 and 

as rough as a goats neck.  

It took four years of total focus, complete body off 

restoration, rubbed to bare metal and respray, engine 

re-sleeved back to original with standard imported 

pistons and new oversized bearings, leather         

upholstery, suspension bushes, shocks, tyres, lights 

and lenses, bumpers re-chromed, new soft top 

and exhaust system.  

I completed the car in early 2004 and was told 

that the Triumph club had a national competition 

every two years. The owner of the car Susan 

Beukes was a member of the club and agreed 

that the car should be entered into the event 

which would be held at Port Edward and so off 

we went. 

This event was to be my biggest wake up call at 

competition level. It’s one thing completely re-

building and restoring a car to the extent that I 

did and quite another preparing a car for a     

concourse competition. With all that effort the car  

obtained a silver medal. I am proud to say that the 

car is still running and has changed ownership twice 

since the rebuild with both new owners being active 

members of the Durban centre. 

My aunt Brenda Murphy has been a member of the 

Durban centre for years having owned a Spitfire and 

currently a TR7 drop head which is entered into    

concourse at every Nationals to which I lend a hand 

in preparation. 

By now Sherryl and I had become members of the 

Durban centre and I had to have my own Triumph. 

And as you may have guessed that there is no     

substitute for cubic inches so the choice of Triumph 

had to have a V8.  

In 2004 the Durban chairman David Blair sourced a 

TR7 fixed head which already had the Rover V8   

conversion. The previous owner Dick King had     

unfortunately passed on and his widow needed to sell 

the car. So I became the proud owner. The car was 

not standard with the V8 engine and beside the    

rusted condition could not hope to succeed in any 

competition. So why not make it comfortable and  

reliable as possible besides my moto is “Take it apart, 

have a look at the insides, seen how it works, clean it 

up and make it new before putting it back”  

How the car arrived at this point with all it’s           

modifications and conversions will be discussed in 

detail in a later article.                                

(Hopefully—The Vacant Editor) 

A Blast from the Past—  by Terry Murphy—your SAMCA representative. 


