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EDITORIAL = June 2024 

Hello Everyone. 

It is my last editorial, I promise. This editorial is being written by a Ghost Writer. It is, as René puts 

it my swan song! 

This issue covers the 23rd National Gathering, held at TO Strand in Port Edward, Kwa-Zulu Natal. 

The South Coast offered us the best weather for this 2024 Nationals, and those who attended 

had a wonderful time. 

I have captured this event mostly in pictorial form and I am indebted to John Austin-Williams 

(JAWS) for his amazing and vast photo collection of this event, together with some of my own 

photoõs and some from Bill Flynn and the others borrowed from social media. I have let the       

Pictures Paint a Thousand Words and Triumphs are ready to draw them..ééé 

and then still added my usual dry tongue in cheek humour.  

(No people were hurt in the making of this publication.) 

 

A big THANK-YOU to Fonnie Nortjie and his KZN organising team for a wonderful 2024 National 

Gathering. 

Hereõs to 2026éééé. 

 

Cheers 4 Now 

Helen 
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THE CHAIRMANõS NOTES :  June 2024 

Well, the 2024 National Gathering held at T O Strand by the KZN Center are done 

and dusted. By all accounts a great time was had by all participants and the KNZ 

center kept us busy with very little time to relax. An interesting change to the itinerary 

was that no day was set aside for car cleaning and despite this the cars on con-

course were of a high standard and clean.  Once again, a big thank you to the KZN 

Center for hosting the National Gathering. 

The 2026 Nationals is being held by the Garden Route Center and provisional dates 

are the from 5th  February to 9th February 2026 and coincides with the George Motor 

Show. The Idea is to highlight our cars at the motor show on the Saturday and then 

hold the concourse competition on the Sunday also at the motor show.  

I realise that those members still working may find it difficult to get time off to at-

tend, but the idea is hopefully by combining the Nationals with the George Motor 

show we may be able to attract more members to attend and show case the Triumph 

marque and Club to classic car enthusiasts. Should you be unable to attend the from 

the 5th to the 9th perhaps consider attending the Saturday and Sunday for the motor 

show. Over the 2 days of the show they expect +- 22000 spectators. 

Tim Kent the chairman of the Cape Town Center has indicated that they would be 

willing to hold the 2028 National gathering. 

Minutes of the 2024 BGM have been distributed to all center chairman for distribu-

tion to members and will be placed on the website. 

Joan and I will be cycling in Germany from the 1 July to 15 July so I will basically be 

unavailable to answer emails or WhatsApp messages but will catch up on our return. 

Yours in Triumphõs   Gary 
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TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 2ND MAY 2024 IN THE IMBIZO CONFERENCE CENTRE, TO 

STRAND, PORT EDWARD 

Precis/narrative of the minutes of the meeting. 

 

The comprehensive minutes of the meeting, including all the reports tabled will in due course be 

distributed to the Chairs of the various Regional Centers for distribution to Club members.  The full 

minutes will also be published on the Clubõs website. 

In the meantime, for distribution and publication in Sabrina, herewith a summary of the proceed-

ings at the meeting and of the main points discussed at said meeting. 

There were 35 paid up members in attendance in person, plus four proxies.  This attendance com-

pares favourably with that of the attendance at the 2022 BGM held at Clarens when there were 42 

members present in person. 

The Chairman noted that the following reports had been circulated with the notice and agenda of 

the meeting :  Presidentõs Report;  Chairmanõs Report;  Registrarõs Report; Sabrina Editorõs Report; 

SAMCA Representativeõs Report;  Club Secretaryõs Report; Car Insurance Scheme Report.   All of 

these reports were noted and approved by the meeting. 

As regards the Financial Report it was agreed that the Treasurer would invest a portion of the un-

used funds in a 32 day deposit facility (or some similar investment) where those funds can earn 

interest.  The Treasurer will keep the Chairman updated on a regular basis on funds invested, as 

well as on all transactions on the bank account. 

It was noted that insured values were remaining virtually static. 

The Chairman reported that Long Membership badges had been handed out, and he congratulated 

the various recipients thereof. Commencement of membership dates had been taken from dates 

published in Sabrina. In response to a question regarding the awarding of Honorary Membership, 

the Chairman referred to the applicable paragraph in the Constitution.  

The first òTriumphó badged cars were produced in 1923 and Centenary Celebrations of this event 

were held in various Centers.  The Johannesburg Centre managed to assemble a display of 100 

Triumph cars which was no mean feat. 

The Drive Your Triumph Day event held on 10th February each year was gaining in popularity. 

The Garden Route Center had volunteered to host the 2026 National Gathering at a venue to be 

decided. The date of said event still had to be determined and it may be held to coincide with the 

George Old Car Show which was held during February each year.  

The (partial) sponsoring of future National Gatherings from the unused funds of some R75 000,00 

held by the Club at national level elicited a spirited debate. These funds belong to the Club as a 

whole and consequently Club members at all Regional Centers had a say in how said funds should 

be employed.  Club members country-wide were invited to put forward detailed proposals to the 

National Chairman by no later than 31 July 2024.  Proposals will be collated and circulated to Re-

gional Centers for a decision to be taken at their Annual General Meetings before 31st December 

2024.  A final decision involving the Club as a whole would be taken thereafter. 
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TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 2ND MAY 2024 IN THE IMBIZO CONFERENCE 

CENTRE, TO STRAND, PORT EDWARD 

Precis/narrative of the minutes of the meeting. 

 

Continuedé.. 

 

The composition of the elected members of the National Committee was as follows: 

National President:  Alan Grant.  (Unchanged. Appointment valid until 2026). 

National Chairman:  Gary Booyens.  (Unchanged). 

Registrar:  John Austin-Williams. (Replacing Ed Gurnell). 

Club Secretary:  René de Villiers.  (Unchanged) 

SAMCA Representative:  Terry Murphy.  (Replacing René de Villiers) 

Treasurer:  Engela van Vuuren.  (Unchanged). 

Sabrina Editor:  Helen Flynn stood down.  Post vacant for the time being. 

 

René de Villiers.                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Johannesburg.                                                                                                                                                                                                

8th May 2024.  
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LOOKING BACK: National Gathering 2024;  LOOKING FORWARD : National Gathering 2026. 

So, OK, Natal and Port Edward have the Indian Ocean.  There it lies, or rather, there it roils. A ma-

jestic sight, subject of many poems and paintings. 

But to me by far the most memorable sight of the entire 2024 National Gathering was that of the 

convoy of the five red TR7õs from Pretoria at times followed by one black TR8 snaking its way up 

and down Van Reenenõs pass, and batting down the South Coast Road and pulling off in unison 

from the Marianhill toll plaza.  I must confess that I, as a dyed-in-the-wool side screen TR man, was 

moved.  So much so that now and then a little niggling thought crept up to me that owning one of 

these now 50 year-old beasts may not be such a bad idea. Rumination time. 

The 2024 Nationals were an unqualified success. Everything simply slotted into place effortlessly.  

It is a sign of good planning and even better execution when things just happen seemingly by them-

selves.  Granted there were a few muted mutterings about bungalows still being under repairs 

(yours truly being spared that ð ours was excellent).  Somehow the powers that be managed to ar-

rest the vervet monkey invasions which were a common occurrence on previous times we stayed 

at TO Strand.  The concours event went off without a hitch (thank you Eddie Steele, Rob McLeod 

and John Crowther).  Plus, of course the judges.  I nearly forgot:  And the entrants. Thanks to Eddie 

Murphy:  the gymkhana was a fun event par excellence, plus I learned something about drones.  

The contents of the goodie bags and spot prizes were more than generous; the bumper badge top 

quality in both materials standards and artistic design. Every trophy found its way to a most deserv-

ing Club Member.  The food was of near Michelin Restaurant cuisine standard and the dinner-

dance an affair to remember.  I was particularly struck by the tale of the tragedy of the shipwreck 

of the Sao Jao during the 16th century ð a round hundred years before the arrival of Van Riebeeck 

at the Cape.  It is a saga well worth reading up on.  Congratulations to Gavin Mills, Fonnie Nortje 

and each and every member of the Organizing Committee. 

The elected members of the National Committee represent a blend of new blood/enthusiasm and 

experience for stability.  All under the steady guiding hand of Chairman Gary Booyens. 

On the mechanical side the old cars for the most part behaved themselves.  The most serious mal-

functioning that I am aware of was that of Eddie Steeleõs TR4A rear flexible brake hose collapsing 

and causing the brake shoes to lock up inside the drum. A nearby workshop was able to make a 

replacement hose, and presently Eddie was on his way.  The starter motor on my own TR3 gave 

notice a few times and back home the problem was traced to the armature touching the field wind-

ings due to worn bushes.  As I write this, new bushes have been imported and have been installed.  

Now for the messy job of getting the starter motor back into its place.  As some of you know, the 

exhaust down pipe on a TR3 bedevils this operation. 

Our convoy consisted of some ten cars.  On the way down we split the trip at Howick and on the 

way back we booked in at Van Reenen for an overnight stay. Attendance at the 2026 National 

Gathering ð presumably to be held somewhere along the Garden Route- was an oft discussed top-

ic.  Various options of how to get there and back from Johannesburg and Pretoria were explored.  

One option is to hire one (or two) car carriers and to fly there and back, or to travel along in a few 

SUVõs.  Or, to trailer oneõs car behind a suitable vehicle.  Or, to travel in your classic and make two 

overnight stops along the way there and back.  No matter how you slice or dice it, attending the 

2026 Nationals from the Transvaal  (I cannot get used to the GP name) will cost two persons in the 

region of R25 000,00 to R30 000,00.  I for one have begun a small side fund of R1 000,00 per 

month over the next twenty four months.  This reminded me of how the now defunct Spares Fund 

was started all those forty-plus years ago in the Roll Bar pub in the old Alba Hotel in Braamfontein.    
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LOOKING BACK: National Gathering 2024;  LOOKING FORWARD : National Gathering 2026. contõd 

 

It was a classic Catch 22 situation:  We needed money up front to import parts, but you could only 

get money together if you had parts on hand to sell.  Alan Grant cut through all the clutter by taking 

an ashtray and putting R25,00 into it saying he had just started a Spares Fund.  Others clubbed in 

and soon we had enough money to finance that first import.  And the rest is history.  The funny 

thing is that at the time R25,00 was just about how much cash you needed for a tank full of petrol.  

And here we are again:  R1000,00 is just about how much you need to fill your carõs tank these 

days.  So, Gentlemen, and Ladies and non-binaries, put aside the price of one tank filling each 

month for the next two years and you will have sufficient funds saved up for the 2026 Nationals.  

It is with a moist eye that I note that this will be Helen Flynnõs last òSabrinaó issue.  Thank you    

Helen for your effort over these past years.  The Club Magazine is one of the essential pieces of 

glue that keeps the Club together. 

René de Villiers.  Johannesburg,  1st June 2024.   

Editors note: Thank ðYou René, You have been one of my stalwart contributors over the years and 

I appreciate that. My favourite story from you was the one entitled: òReport Back on the 2020 

Clarens National Gathering.ó  (Sabrina, March-June 2020) to which I added some funky 

graphicséé.(we all had to keep ourselves amused and occupied in lockdown, when no-one could 

go out due to that terrible virus thingy!) My second favourite story that you submitted was: òMiss 

Deborahõs Rollsó  by John Lamm (an extract from ôRoad and Trackõ April 1977) I had to go and do 

some research on that one, as you submitted it with no pictures, and the ones I added I found   

after doing my ôresearch.õ (Sabrina, December 2020) I always love a challenge! 

 

 

 

(Pictures borrowed from ôSabrina March-June 2020õ) 

Clairvoyants at the 2018 National Gathering, busy practicing for the 2020 National Gathering 

with correct protocols in placeéé.starting with the social distancingééé..(unfortunately    

nobody had thought to make masks back then in 2018é..) 

Concours 

Judging for 

one ! 
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TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA: SOME HISTORICAL MILESTONES.                            

A SOMEWHAT PERSONAL PRéCIS.      By René de Villiers. 

Some Club Members get all nostalgic when they start romanticising about the good old days.  I have heard 

grown men speak with a tremor in the voice, and with a moist eye of: òé.. the formation of the Club at that 

first meeting held at The Green Lantern Inn at the top of Van Reenenõs Pass years ago in 1979éó.  There is 

even a small lantern which is painted green and which is handed on at the end of each National Gathering 

to the organising Centre of the next gathering. A poignant moment reminiscent of the Olympic Flame being 

rekindled at the start of each Games Event. 

Sorry to rain on your parade guys.  That is what these days is called fake news.  Admittedly, there are a few 

early  (undated) photographs on display in the passages of The Inn but one has to look very hard to pinpoint 

and identify any specific car and or drivers.      

Fact  is that the TR Register in South Africa was formed on 1st January 1976, by Graham Cheetham in     

Durban and the first time we met at the Green Lantern Inn was for the third annual general meeting, in 

1979, that is, some three years AFTER the formation of the Club, and AFTER the formation of the Cape 

Town and  Johannesburg Centres (both in 1977), AFTER  the holding of the first National Classic Car       

Concours  in Johannesburg (1978), and AFTER  the holding of the first National Gathering at Maselspoort 

(1978). 

I have put together the following brief historical overview based on minutes of meetings, actual correspond-

ence, and contemporary articles which appeared in Sabrina and in local Centre newsletters.  Comments, 

additions and corrections etc. are welcome. 

Mid 1950õs:  Triumph Sports Ownerõs Association.  Started by the Triumph Motor Company (1945) Limited 

in England so as to keep TR2, and later TR3/3A owners informed of technical developments, specifically 

aimed at competitions.  For 5 shillings (British Sterling) owners got a car badge, a copy of the Association 

Handbook, plus a promise of future additions to the book.  In time this Association just petered out. In     

Johannesburg, the TSOA initiative collapsed in approximately 1964.  However, the TSCC in South Africa 

adopted the òopen bookó motif of the TSOA bumper badge for its own bumper badge.  Note:  Some say it is 

actually a (very) stylised griffin. 

October or November 1956:  Robin Dunstan (ex-Chair of Port Elizabeth MG Car Club) says the TSCC in PE 

was formed on the main beach of Plettenberg Bay.  Some twenty TRõs participated in the trip from PE to 

Plett. This Club lasted for a while as a one-make Club but after about a year due to dwindling numbers it 

was decided to rather form a branch of the Sports Car Club of South Africa which catered for all makes of 

sports cars. 

November 1969:   A letter from Daryl Uprichard  (say: òU-pritchardó) was published in òMotorsportó in the UK 

in which he states: òPersonally I find the TR an exciting car with much character. A òTR Registeró perhaps?ó 

January 1970:  Formation of the TR Register in the UK.  Pete Buckles and Pete Cox were appointed joint 

Spares Secretaries. 

Early 1972:  Independently and unbeknown to one another, Chris Schultz and Mike Allen in Cape Town, and 

a few weeks later,  Alan Grant and Andrew and David Swan, in Johannesburg,  started òTriumph Clubsó.  

Exact, verifiable dates are unfortunately not available.  After initial excitement both these initiatives slowed 

down and became dormant.  In the January 1982 issue of Sabrina Alan Grant noted that a ògathering of the 

faithfuló met at Lourens Erasmusõ home in Linden in 1972, but most of the enthusiastic people present just 

òdidnõt want to get involvedó and no Club was formed. 

Car Magazine,  March 1977:  An item placed by Graham Cheetham  in this issue of òCaró reads as follows:     

òI wonder, through your columns, whether I could mention the formation of The TR Register of SA, which was 

formed to cater for all Triumph TR Sports cars in early 1975?  Groups of enthusiasts of these fabulous cars 

have got together in both Johannesburg and Durban, and as a result the Register was started to keep     

information about them, and to provide a spares and technical service. 
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TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA: SOME HISTORICAL MILESTONES.                            

A SOMEWHAT PERSONAL PR®CIS.      Contõd/2 

It would be most encouraging if TR enthusiasts from other parts of the country could get in touch with the 

Register, so that they too can enjoy the benefits of membership.  The Register Newsletter  òSabrinaó is    

issued quarterly and the cost of membership is R2,50 pa.  For further details of the Register would TR    

owners please contact me at the address below.   GRAHAM CHEETHAM. TR Register of SA,  4 Highways, 

Marian Hill Road, Pinetown, Natal, 3600.ó  

There are some references on record which seem to place the formation of The TR Register sometime in 

1976, and possibly even in 1974, but on closer examination these have been found to be contradictory.   

After due consideration, the òééearly 1975ééé.ó date referred to in òCar Magazineó   appears to be      

incorrect and 1st January 1976 has been accepted as the inception date of the TR Register in South Africa. 

10 th February 1976: On a personal note:  I submitted the details of my TR3 (which I had bought for R150,00 

on 21st September 1969) to Graham Cheetham, and in the May 1976 issue of Sabrina Graham Cheetham 

published  the first  list of members of the TR Register of South Africa.  He had allocated membership    

number one to himself and membership number two to John Dobbins. Bill Salisbury of Howick was number 

three; Roux van der Merwe (Port Elizabeth) was number four; Mark Stevens of Wendywood, Johannesburg 

was number five; Bruce Erasmus of Wynberg, Cape was allocated number six and I was allocated          

membership number 007. Andrew Swan, first Chairman of the Johannesburg Centre was number sixteen 

and John Moore was number nineteen.  I suspect that I may be the longest continuous owner of the same 

TR, and indeed, of any Triumph car in the country. 

19 th August 1976:  Formation of the TR Register, Cape Town Centre at the Woodstock Holiday Inn.         

Committee members were Mervyn Harris (President), Mike Allen, Tim Kent, Blackie Niemand, Chris Schultz, 

and Charles Patterson. The first newsletter of the Cape Town Centre was published in June 1977. (I have a 

copy of it). 

February 1977:  In this issue of Sabrina Graham Cheetham reported as follows: òI have received a reply 

from Darryl Uprichard, the International Co-ordinator of the TR Register in the UK giving us details of        

affiliation.  He confirms that the TR Register of South Africa did affiliate in May last yearó (that being May 

1976). 

7th April 1977.  Formation of the TR Register, Johannesburg  Centre at Alan Grantõs house in Orange Grove, 

Johannesburg.  Founding members were Andrew Swan, Alan Grant and myself.  Membership fees were set 

at R3,00 per year.  Membership would be extended to owners of Roadsters, and the TR2 to TR7 range of 

cars. Associate membership was extended to all other Triumph sports car owners.  Membership to the    

National Register was a pre-condition to membership of the Johannesburg Centre. 

13 th August 1978:  The first National Classic Car Concours dõElegance.  Arranged by the Austin Healey Club 

and held at Nic Hoenderdosõ  Jukskei Motor Museum in Witkoppen Road, near Fourways, Johannesburg.  

Campbell Millerõs TR4 took top honours, with Doug Wardõs TR4A in the top ten at 9th place. 

6th to 9th October 1978:  First National Gathering held at Maselspoort, Bloemfontein, arranged by Graham 

Cheetham.  This coincided with the Silver Jubilee (that is 25 years) of the first TR2 way back in 1953.      

Thirty-one TRõs were present.  The names of all attendees are on record. Rob Ingleby from Cape Town was 

awarded the trophy of having travelled the furthest to attend. 

December 1978:  There were 47 cars on the National Register namely 7 x TR2õs;  13 x TR3õs;  10 x TR3Aõs; 

1 x TR4;  6 x TR4Aõs;  1 x TR5 and 9 x TR6õs. 

24 th March 1979:  Third Annual General Meeting of the TR Register of South Africa.  Held at the Green Lan-

tern Inn, Van Reenenõs pass.  This was the first time the TR Register/TSCC met at the Green Lantern Inn.  All

-in cost for the weekend from 23rd to 25th March 1979 was R30,00 for a couple.  For the sake of greater 

inclusivity, the 22 members present resolved to adopt a new name for the Club, namely The Triumph Sports 

Car Club of SA.  The TR Register of SA was not disbanded, but was taken up in the newly formed Club.  
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TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA: SOME HISTORICAL MILESTONES.                             

A SOMEWHAT PERSONAL PR®CIS.   Contõd/3     

Membership fees were increased to R7,00 per member per year, with R3,00 of that going to local/regional 

Centres. The names of all attendees are on record. 

19 th June 1979: Formation of the òSpares Fundó in the òRoll Baró pub of the Alba Hotel, Braamfontein,    

Johannesburg.  Due to stringent FICA requirements imposed by the Receiver of Revenue  (these days 

quaintly referred to as a Revenue òServiceó) the Spares Fund, after nearly 40 years of operations,  had no 

option but to disband in July of 2018. 

16 th October 1979:  The Executive Committee agreed on a hand painted metal bumper badge for the        

TR Register of SA, depicting the front view of TR1.  Price R7,50. 

1979:  Formation of the Border Regional Centre.  Exact date and other details not known. 

22nd to 24th February 1980:  Fourth Annual General Meeting of the TSCC, again held at The Green Lantern 

Inn. Accommodation inclusive of food for the entire weekend shot up to R18,00 per person for the entire 

weekend.  Due to dwindling interest in Club affairs in Durban, Graham Cheetham proposed that the         

activities of the National Register be transferred to Johannesburg. 

9th July 1980: The Johannesburg Exco agreed to adopt the òopen bookó design for a bumper badge for the 

TSCC of SA, in preference to the òglobeó design.  On 2nd October 1980 John Dobbins tabled these badges 

which went on sale at R8,00 each.  A smaller key ring version sold for R2,50. The last òsó in the word 

òsportsó was omitted in error, making these badges much sought after items. 

10 th to 12th October 1980:  Second National Gathering at Hendrik Verwoerd Dam.  Metal bumper badges 

made available to Club members. 

January 1981:  Formation of the Pretoria Regional Centre.  Nols Pienaar arranged a large meeting, including 

many Johannesburg Centre members so as to formally launch the Centre. 

13 th April 1981:  Formation of the Port Elizabeth Regional Centre at Hunterõs Retreat Hotel with 17       

members in attendance. 

20 th August 1981:  Formation of South African Marque Club Association (SAMCA), with the TSCC of SA as 

one of the founder members.  The word òMotoró was later substituted for the word òmarqueó so as to      

enable hybrid car clubs in mainly smaller towns to join SAMCA. 

April 1985:  Formation of the Triumph Sports Club as a breakaway grouping from the Pretoria Regional    

Centre of The Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa.  In the April 1985 issue of Sabrina the Editor of    

Sabrina, the Chairman of the Pretoria Centre and the Co-ordinator of the breakaway grouping all             

commented on this event. The breakaway grouping was still active in September 1988 and published an 

item in that issue of Sabrina.  Apparently this grouping petered out thereafter. 

Late 1990õs to early 2000õs:  Formation and closure of the West Rand Regional Centre, based in          

Randfontein.  Arnie Lowes,  the main mover and shaker had a magnificent collection of TRõs, including the 

only òlong dooró TR in the country. When Arnie lost interest in Triumphs and moved on to Harley-Davidsons, 

the Centre closed.  Not long afterwards both Arnie and his instructor died tragically in a light aircraft         

accident in the Magaliesberg. 

2003:   A get-together at Maselspoort to commemorate 100 years of the Standard Motor Company;  50 

years of the TR range of cars and 25 years of National Gatherings.  In that same year, Alan Grant,           

John Fletterman, John Roets and myself attended  similar celebrations in Jabbeke, Belgium. 

December 2018:  Formation of the Garden Route Regional Centre by Triumph enthusiasts who had         

relocated/retired to that part of the country. 
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TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA: SOME HISTORICAL MILESTONES.                            

A SOMEWHAT PERSONAL PR®CIS.   Contõd/4   

National Gatherings are held every two years and are hosted by Regional Centres in rotation. Here is a list of 

Gatherings held: 

1978:Maselspoort, Bloemfontein.                                                                                                                               

1980: Hendrik Verwoerd Dam. (renamed Gariep Dam).                                                                                             

1982:  Golden Gate, Clarens, OFS.                                                                                                                             

1984: Swartvlei, Sedgefield, Garden Route.                                                                                                                     

1986:  Rob Ferreira resort, Christiana.                                                                                                                           

1988:  Golden Gate, Clarens, OFS.                                                                                                                                 

1990:  Willows. Port Elizabeth.                                                                                                                                    

1992:  Loskop Dam, Mpumalanga.                                                                                                                                       

1994:  Midmar Dam,  KZN.                                                                                                                                           

1996 : Oatlands, Simonstown, Cape.                                                                                                                         

1998 : Mount Amanzi, Hartebeespoort Dam.                                                                                                                   

2000: Gariep Dam, OFS.                                                                                                                                                

2002:  Storms River, Eastern Cape.                                                                                                                               

2004:  Port Edward, KZN.                                                                                                                                                            

2006:  Hermanus.    Cape                                                                                                                                                         

2008:  Maselspoort, Bloemfontein.                                                                                                                               

2010:  Drakensville, KZN.                                                                                                                                                 

2012:  Plettenberg Bay, Eastern Cape.                                                                                                                          

2014:  Port Edward, KZN.                                                                                                                                            

2016:  Hartenbos, Mossel Bay, Garden Route.                                                                                                                 

2018:  Maselspoort, Bloemfontein.                                                                                                                      

2020:  Golden Gate, Clarens, OFS.  Postponed to 2021 due to Chinese ôflu plague.õ   

Again postponed, and eventually held there in April/May 2022,                                                                                            

2024:  Port Edward, KZN 

René de Villiers                                                                                                                                                      

Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa, Member number 007.                                                                                                                                                       

Johannesburg,    31st May 2019.                                                                                                                      

(Updated 8th June 2020).  (Further updated October 2022). (Further updated 6th March 2023).  (Further 

updated 8th May 2024).  
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The Road-Trippers in this group were; Sarah, Terry 

and Sherryl, Bill, Engela, Giselle, Gino, Karen, Marius,   

Helen and Bill, and Triumphs. 

These guys left from ôFlynnstone Farmõ and gathered 

more Triumphs along the way, eventually stopping in 

Howick, for an overnight stay at the ôBiggie Best      

Boutique Hotel.õ 

Where òGhost stories by the firesideó beganééééé.. 
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Along the way the 

intrepid travellers 

stopped for a petrol 

and food brake fix 

breakfastéé.. 

Some ate in style 

and some just ate 

and some guzzled 

their liquid           

and some looked 

and some waved! 
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 The GT Road-Trippers duly arrive at ôThe Biggie Best Boutique Hotel, 

and park their steedséééééé. 

ééé..and start to unwindéé 

When darkness begins to 

settle they make a fire in 

the fire pitéé... 

é...and strange ghosts begin to 

appearéé...behind the table and 

around the fireé... 

éé..the Ghost Writer of Sabrinaé. 
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Bright and early the next morning, wellé.the next morning anyway, the Road-Trippers finish off a hearty 

breakfast and hit the road to the South Coastééé. 

Where TO Strand awaits themééééééé...and the KZN Triumph Clubééééé.. 
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The next day, the guys and their cars set out, just down the road to park their Triumphséé.after all it is the 

TR7õs 50th Anniversary this year. 1974-2024.  The guys successfully parked their cars in 50. And it took a 

drone to show off their success! 
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A little later in the day, some of the more adventurous members went to see a shipwreck and then took a 

stroll in the deserté...and found some primitive implementséé and lots of red sandéééé... 
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In the evening, everyone Triumphed along to the Rustic Yard for a most enjoyable social evening, with the 

most glorious food imaginable. The smiling faces told the whole story. 
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More smiling faces at the social evening. Food glorious foodéééé. 
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The Rustic Yard, was very well received, and Doreenõs sudoku dominoõs were very engagingééééééé.. 

and the Ghost Writer made another brief appearance. 
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In between all of the activities, the Triumph guys and gals managed to find time to give their beloved cars a 

good wash down, ready for the concours competitionéé.. 
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The Concours. Clean and ready for judging. The Judges decisions were final and no correspondence was  

entered intoéééé...at least as far as this Ghost Writer was aware of. The last 2 pictures on this page bear 

witness to that! (The judges took it lying down and recorded it with a pen!) 
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Let the Games Begin, Terry and Eddie G, and Bill S. and more willing helpers, set up the :-                         

23rd Olympic Games Triumph Gymkhana, for Cars and drivers, Bicycles and cyclists, Athletes/runners, 

gymnasts, including Gym Instructors, Tennis Players, Fans (including belts) Childrenõs games and Non-

Alcoholics (only water bottles)éééé 

The Course Setup 

As Murphyõs Law would have it, the rules of the Triumph Olympic Gymkhana were explained ! 

 

 

Do you know 

what this is? 

And this? And 

this? Do you 

know what to do 

with them? 

Spectators 

LAUGH ! 

Duh! 
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Bill Flynn canõt quite believe what needs to be done with the bottle of water with the cap replaced and Gino 

does not think it will be very pleasant! 

The Ghost Writer checks 

to make sure the water 

doesnõt evaporate into a 

mist  and disappear! 

As Murphyõs Law would have it 

again, the participants are set 

off on their way. 

The TRIUMPH OLYMPIC        

GYMKHANA GAMES are now   

officially open. òOn your marks: 

Get set: Goéé.ó 
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The Cars and their Drivers 

Murphyõs other Law 

states: òweather 

young or older, you 

must be finished in 

no time at all!ó 
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The Bicycles and Cyclists and the Athletes/ runnerséé.. (AKAé.Bruce Fordyce and Zola Budd             

and Walter Müller 

And there were plenty of 

Ball Dropping moments! 


