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EDITORIAL = March 2024ñHelen Flynn 

Hello Everyone. 

My tenure as your Editor of Sabrina, is at an end. 

My true and honest reason for wishing to stand down as your editor is plain and simple. Itõs Time, Iõve 

done my best, Iõve thoroughly enjoyed this road, with itõs varied scenery and hill climbs and many    

National Gatherings. The hill climbs have been steep, but the view from the top has been spectacular. 

The drive has been truly grand, but 8 years of Sabrina and 10 years of the Pretoriaõs Triumph Herald 

newsletters (which amounts to about 150 publications)ééé..Itõs time to park this car in the garage 

and take a break. I have written an article entitled :  A òBriefó History of Sabrina, which you may find 

interesting. Throughout this article I refer to triumphclubsa.com and it is highlighted in blue with an 

underscore, this means it is a link, and you can just click on it to go to the Triumph website, and read 

any of the newsletters I refer to in my article. 

This issue covers the Drive Your Triumph Day on the 10th of February (an initiative started by Rye   

Livingstone in the USA, to commemorate Sir John Blackõs birthday) and shows the Joõburg and        

Pretoria centres Driving their Triumphs to Suikerbosrand, the highest point in Gauteng. 

On a more sombre note; near the end of last year, and early this year, the Pretoria Centre, lost two 

very special members: namely Denys Fourie and Albert De Vos. They will be missed by their families 

and Triumph Club friends. ééé...Helen 

Denys Fourie joined the Triumph club in August 1981, and 

played a significant role in those early days. He, in his personal 

capacity, provided a printing service for SABRINA. This was at 

the time when John Dobbins was the National Chairman, during 

the early 1980õs.(see in my article A òBriefó History of Sabrina, 

on page 18.) He was member number 417, and was one of the 

very few that remained actively involved with his Stag      

throughout the years. He won best un-restored DõEtat car with 

his Stag at the 2018 National Gathering in Maselspoort. (See 

Sabrina, on the websiteñJune 2018) 

 

Albert De Vos  - Always the 

Gentleman in the room, 

was a well loved member 

of the Pretoria Centre, and 

both he and his wife 

Tiekie, were seen at      

numerous local club runs as well as quite a few of the National 

Gatherings held over the years. He joined the club in the in the 

mid 2000õs . He owned a ROADSTER, a TR3A, a TR7, and a    

Triumph Super 7. He was hoping to start on another of this    

projects, which would have been a GT6 re-build.      

RIP dear Triumph FriendsñDenys and Albert. 

http://www.triumphclubsa.com
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THE CHAIRMANõS CHAT :  March 2024ñGary Booyens, National Chairman 

 

Hi Everyone,  

This Sabrina chat is going to be rather short as Iõve used up all my words writing my chairmanõs  report 

for the BGM to be held at T.O Strand in May. 

It was heartening to see how many centers took part in the Drive Your Triumph Day held on the 10th of 

February. (See pages 9,10 and 12 in this publication). 

On the flip side is a little disheartening to see how few members are able to make it to the National 

Gathering this year. KZN has been hard at work organizing the national gathering and as always, Iõm 

sure fun will be had by all. Should anyone change their minds about attending Iõm sure you can still be 

accommodated. (The BGM Agenda, the booking info and events taking place, are re-published in this 

newsletter) 

The Chairman of all centers have received Proxy forms for the BGM should you not be attending 

please submit a proxy. Furthermore, you will shortly receive a link where all members can read the 

2022 BGM minutes, the Presidents report, the chairman report, the Treasurers financial report, the 

SABRINA editors report, the Registrars report and the SAMCA representative report. 

Please read these reports before the BGM. 

In closing it is looking very promising that the long membership awards will be ready to hand out at 

this yearõs National Gathering. 

Please take care and stay safe out there. 

Yours in Triumphsõ 

Gary 

(from Garyõs email, dated 20th March 2024. ðEditor) 

Good Afternoon 

In the link below you will find the 2022 BGM Minutes, and the following reports for the 2024 BGM: 

SAMCA Report 

Financial Report 

Registrars Report 

Insurance Report 

Chairmans Report 

Website Report 

https://triumphclubsa.com/wp -content/uploads/2024/03/TSCCSA_BGM_document_pack.pdf 

Please peruse the reports and impress on your members to read the reports prior to the BGM. 

Regards 

Gary 

https://triumphclubsa.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/TSCCSA_BGM_document_pack.pdf
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TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA   

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN OF THE 23rd BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CLUB, 

TO BE HELD AT THE T.O. STRAND RESORT, PORT EDWARD  

DURING THE CLUBõS NATIONAL GATHERING FROM 1stñ5th MAY 2024  

 

AGENDA   

WELCOME AND APOLOGIES/ATTENDANCE REGISTER/OBITUARIES 

 

MINUTES OF THE 22ND BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING HELD IN THE ELAND ROOM, GOLDEN GATE      

HOLIDAY RESORT, CLARENS ON  30TH APRIL 2022. To be circulated before the meeting. 

 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.   (i) De-registration of Graham Cheetham Trust 

 

PRESIDENTõS REPORT:  To be circulated before the meeting 

CHAIRMANõS REPORT:  To be circulated before the meeting 

REGISTRARõS REPORT: To be circulated before the meeting 

TREASURERõS REPORT: For the year ending 31st December 2024. To be circulated before the meeting. 

EDITOR OF SABRINA REPORT: to be circulated before the meeting 

SAMCA REPORT:  To be circulated before the meeting. 

SECRETARYõS REPORT:  To be circulated before the meeting. 

 

GENERAL   

Club Insurance Scheme.  Report. 

Long membership awards. List to be circulated before the meeting. 

Centenary celebrations held around the country during 2023. 

Drive Your Triumph Day 10th February 2024. Reports from Centres. 

Sabrina: all past copies scanned and now available on Clubõs website. 

National Gathering 2026. 

ELECTION OF NATIONAL PRESIDENT (four-year term of office expires in 2026) 

ELECTION OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS.  (National President takes the Chair for this). 

National Chairman; National Registrar; Sabrina Editor; National Treasurer; SAMCA Representative; Club 

Secretary.   

CLOSURE 

Notes: 

Club members who cannot attend the meeting may appoint a proxy in writing. Proxies should be handed 

to the Chairman before the meeting. 

Nominations for the National President and members of the National Committee should be submitted to 

the Chairman in good time before the meeting.  
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Any queries please contact: 

accounts@enduromotors.co.za ð Marilyn Nortje 0842406496 (completed registration forms and POP, 

emailed to Marilyn.) 

General Enquiries and bookings: 

sporre@telkomsa.net  -  Anita Sporre  

andyleroux@iuncapped.co.za Andy Home 0332394586,  Cell 0824672646 

Eileen Le Roux      Cell 0826992328 

Regards 

The Organising Committee,                        

Triumph Sports Car Club. KZN Region. 

2024ñNational Gathering Information. 

The following information is all available on the triumphclubsa.com website, under 

the tab: National Gathering. The text in green underscore  is where you will find all of 

your documents for registration and booking. Please read all of the information   

carefully to make your bookings. Note: all booking should be made and deposits paid 

by the end of January 2024. KZN contact details are below, as well as on the        

documents on the website. ðEditor. 

Welcome. 

The 2024 Triumph Club of South Africa Nationals Gathering is planned to take place at TO Strand on the 

KZN South Coast. The dates are from Wednesday 1st May 2024 through Sunday 5th May 2024. The last 

National Gathering organized by the KZN TSCC Region were held at TO Strand in 2014 and proved to be a 

resounding success. 

We look forward to welcoming all TSCC SA members and their families to this special event. 

TO Strand. 

The facilities offered have if anything improved since 2014. Among the offerings at TO Strand are a 

restaurant, a swimming pool, communal braai facilities and a convenience store. TO Strand is located at 

1299 Bournemouth Avenue, Ivy Beach, Port Edward. 

As our club has limited access to funding and sponsorship this event is planned to be one that will be 

funded by those who attend. Any introduction to potential sponsors will be greatly appreciated. 

The theme of the event is òBlack & Whiteó. 

Bookings. 

Our Club has reserved the entire TO Strand facility. Registration and Bookings will be managed by the 

KZN TSCC exclusively. The booking form is attached to this communication with contact details. The   

Booking procedure makes use of two documents. The first being this document, the Welcome 

Letter. The second is an Excel Spreadsheet that should assist with booking details. Please read the Terms 

and Conditions below before completing the booking forms. 

General information on the TO Strand Resort is available on their website at https://tostrand.net 

mailto:accounts@enduromotors.co.za
mailto:sporre@telkomsa.net
mailto:andyleroux@iuncapped.co.za
http://www.triumphclubsa.com
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Drive Your Triumph DayñSaturday, February 10, 2024  
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Drive Your Triumph DayñSaturday, February 10, 2024 contõd 

As Gary said in his Chairmanõs 

Chat, òIt was heartening to see 

how many centers took part in 

the Drive Your Triumph Day held 

on the 10th of Februaryó. 

Here are some pictures from 

Joõburg and Pretoria, who went to 

Suikerbosrand in Gauteng for the 

event. Pretoria combined this run 

with the Valentines Run, and  

everyone obliged by wearing 

something Red! (including most 

of the cars) 
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Garden Route Centre ReportñDennis Cook 

 

Our 2024 AGM was held in the lovely Karoo town of Prince Albert where we spent an  

enjoyable weekend, especially with motoring through the beautiful Meiringspoort.       

Although our centre is small, it is seeing constant, if slow growth. We seem to be getting 

our new members from the émigrés from Pretoria. Recently added to our membership 

are Danie Sassenberg with his very pretty blue Spitfire Mk 4 and Johan Retief with a 

nice TR6. Dr Stephen Hardcastle from George is another new member who has a very 

pretty Spitfire with Nissan engine. 

Our Garden Route centre put on a grand showing at the recent George Old car show 

with Peter Colebank from Langebaan and stalwart Daan Barkhuizen from Cape Town 

joining us. With 22 Triumphs on show we put meaning into òDrive Your Triumph Dayó.  

Next to our Gazebo we had what is probably the most beautiful TR5 in the country 

owned by Stuart Lottering, Nolsõs newly rebuilt TR4A and Brianõs Italia. The highlight of 

the Triumph stand that attracted much attention was Brian Gibsonõs newly restored and 

very rare Triumph Italia. I have watched Brian rebuilding this car for the past year or 

more and have been awed at both his creativity and determination. It now resides in 

what is becoming a serious collection of Triumphs that includes the 1947 Roadster that 

attracted much attention at the Show last year,  

 

I must add that this yearõs George Old car show was absolutely the best ever with some 

18,000 visitors.  The Highlight of the show was 8 Mercedes Benz 300 SLRõs and 1  

Gullwing together with many other spectacular Mercs both new and old.  

Sadly no one from our Centre will be attending the Nationals in TO Strand this year. I say 

sadly because the previous National Gathering in Golden Gate had just 2 from our   

centre- John Lewis in his TR3A and Nols in a plastic. As far as I know there were only 2 

from Cape Town and no one from PE. As someone who has attended most of the       

Nationals since 1984, I am saddened that the National Gatherings as we knew them 

are dead. Before you accuse the Cape Centres of being òslapgató please bear in mind 

that few of us are now prepared to brave the terrible potholed roads in our old cars and, 

with the distances involved, the high cost of fuel, multiple nights in hotels or guest 

houses and 3 days of driving. We are mostly pensioners and old people as are our 

wives who donõt find the trip in a noisy, cramped old car for 3 days each way enjoyable. 

Up unto 2018 National Gatherings were characterised by members from all of the    

centres and all were represented at the BGM. Probably this may never happen again?  
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Garden Route Centre Report contõd 

 

We had a meeting with National Chairman Gary Booyens recently during which he 

asked us if we would host the 2026 National Gathering. Although our members were 

initially not keen;  when put to them again there was a surprising lot of support. We are 

doing this because it may possibly be the last true National Gathering and it will be my 

(and probably Nolsõs) swansong. We have yet to choose the venue but will advise    

soonest.  

Cheers Dennis  
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       Thoughts from Pretoria 

Triumph National Gatherings  -  Cape Independence  

As our country is heading for the 2024 National Elections, a lot has been said about Cape                

Independence. It seems this has also effected our National Triumph Gatherings, therefore I must    

concur with Dennis Cook that the long drive in òa noisy cramped old caró is relevant, and that our old 

òCaró bodies are really battling with the distances. 

However, I donõt agree that our National Gatherings are òdeadó, as this is still the most enjoyable bi-

annual event, to socialise and continue old friendships. 

Pretoria, Joõburg, Natal, and Bloem will definitely continue as always, and hopefully Cape Town,      

Border, PE, and Garden Route, as òCape Independence.ó 

Some of us may still choose to undertake the òGroot Trekó up and down to the Cape, to keep Triumph 

Nationals alive. 

Having read through Helenõs òBriefó History of Sabrina, I have deduced that the majority of Nationals 

have been up this side of the country anyway, as the distance has and always will be an issue in our 

bouncy little sports cars. 

VIVA National Gatherings. 

Bill Flynn 

Pretoria. 
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Cape Town News from the recently elected Chairman of the centreñTim Kent. 

 

Triumph Sports Car Club of Cape Town 

Report for Sabrina March 2024 

 

 At the AGM, last November our Chairman of 5 years standing, Gerhard Vorster stood 
down. I accepted the nominations to take on the challenges of Chairman. After Gerhardõs 
sterling tenure of this position, I think Iõve got a hard act to follow. 

However, there are always opportunities to embrace, so the following might be useful to 
other Centres. 

 I decided to enlarge the Committee with an òEvents Coordinatoró and a òMembership Sec-
retaryó. I felt that no one would volunteer for either of these positions because they would 
have no idea what was involved, what expertise or time required was, to fulfil these posi-
tions. A òJob Vacancyó advert, detailing exactly what the positions entailed, was published 
in the January edition of òThe Globeó (our monthly newsletter) and before the ink was dry 
both positions were filled. 

For many months now the attendance at the monthly Noggins has not been good, but on the 
occasions when we have had a guest speaker or a visit to a memberõs garage to see the pro-
gress on his restoration, attendance was very much better. In February an expert, (also a 
Club member,) gave a presentation on SU Carburettors, followed by a ôboerie rollõ and 21 
members attended which was the best attendance I can remember. We learnt a valuable 
lesson.  

The Committee felt that attendance on òrun outsó to restaurants was waning and that we 
should have more braais and picnics. On February 14th our newly appointed Events Coordina-
tor organised a bring and braai run out to Assegaaibosch Nature Reserve near Stellenbosch. 
We invited members of the Sunbeam Club, Morris Minor Club and the Austin Healey Club. 
The venue can accommodate 60 people, so we took a long shot and booked it out fully. On 
the day we had two meeting points and to our sheer delight 27 cars and 60 people turned 
up, and what a wonderful day we had. 

For this year, to date, we have had applications for membership from 5 people, we have 35 
paid up members, excluding the 5 new ones and we havenõt been to a restaurant yet! 

The year ahead is filling up with events, and I am happy that the Club is growing, active and 
we have 6 members undertaking restorations of mainly Spitfires but also a TR2, TR3A, 
TR4, and a  TR6.  

Till the next time, 

Tim Kent. 

Chairman Triumph Club of Cape Town. 
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A òBriefó History of SabrinañHelen Flynn  

The History of SABRINA is not so brief there are 50 years of it, but I shall do my best to make it òbriefó 

without loosing the essence of what it is: SABRINAñThe Official Journal of the Triumph Sports Car Club 

of South Africa and where òsheó came from. 

Graham Cheetham was the first Sabrina editor. Editors put magazines together, but editors also have 

passion, and in Sabrinaõs case the òdriveó to put all of that information together. Graham, I gather, had 

all of the above in abundanceé.he started the TR Register, he was the secretary, and the Sabrina    

editor amongst many other things, Iõm sure. So lets take a look at this òbriefó history of Sabrina as we 

move from the Typewriter age, right through to the Computer/AI/GPT-chat age. 

 

CHAPTER ONE: - The TYPEWRITTER and RONEO MACHINE Ageé 

The following extracts were taken from Sabrina in February and November 1976, the beginning.       

My goodness, what a long way Sabrina has travelled over the years. All of the Sabrinaõs quoted in this 

article are available on the Triumph Clubs official website, under the tab, Newsletters. 

 triumphclubsa.com 

S A B R I N A   - February 1976  

Since the last Newsletter was sent out, quite a lot of things have happened, and 

it is my intention to try to relate to you most of these things. You will notice 

from the choice of name for the Newsletter that we have chosen what we feel to 

be something appropriate ñSabrina was the knickname, and later the recog-

nised name, of the twin overhead cam engine used by the Triumph works team 

for their exploits at Le Mans during the period 1959 -61. It is hoped that more  

information about the engine and its development will be included in future    

articleséé 

é..It is gratifying to report that the Register is getting bigger and I can report 

36 members (16 Transvaal, 17 Natal, 3 Cape, 1 Lesotho and consisting 7 TR2, 11 

TR3, 15 TR3A, 1 TR4, and 3 TR4A.) it is obvious that there is a need for         

communication between fellow TR owners, and it is hoped that Sabrina will    

effectively cover the needéé 

GRAHAM CHEETHAM  

N.B. Letters and articles always welcome.  

 

SABRINA ñNovember 1976  

I am hoping that our new format for Sabrina is an improvement, and we hope it 

will help by including separate Centre reports. May I just report that we have 

now 82 members (42 Natal, 24 Transvaal, 11 Cape, 2 Port Elizabeth and 3 other) 

owning amongst them 11 TR2s, 24 TR3s, 25 TR3As, 4 TR4s, 11 TR4As and 7 

TR6séé..  

By November 1976, members had started to send information to Graham specifically for publication 

in Sabrina.  

http://www.triumphclubsa.com
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A òBriefó History of SabrinañCHAPTER ONEñThe Typewriter and Roneo Machine Ageé 

 

SABRINA ñMay 1977  

éé.Not only has the Register grown in numbers during the first year of           

operation, but there has been a definite gain in strength through the formation 

of Centres. Cape Town Centre held their A.G.M in January and have elected a     

6 -man Committee, Johannesburg Centre at last have started to move, and in 

both Welkom and Port Elizabeth moves are afoot to create Classic Sports car 

Clubs in which impetus comes from TR men (Roger Bridson in Welkom and Nols 

Pienaar in Alice). These moves to get together in a common cause can only help 

to kindle the fire of support for TRsééé. 

An interesting article from this 1977 Sabrina is òA BRIEF HISTORY OF THE POST WAR TRIUMPH      

ROADSTERSó, which expanded in to many parts over the next few editions of Sabrina. This edition also 

had some black and white pictures on the back pages of members  racing  their TR2 and 3A at Roy 

Hesketh in PMB, and TR4 and 4Aõs parked at various places. 

SABRINA ñMay 1978  

INTRODUCTION  

The second Annual General Meeting of the Register was held on the 18th March 

at the fairhaven Hotel in Durban, and was attended by 32 members and 

friendséé.. 

é.The Chairmanõs Report and financial statement appear elsewhere in           

SABRINA, but it can be said that the register continues to grow and flourishéé 

é..One more exciting development which is happening is the search for a cover 

for SABRINA. Mike Weston has been working hard looking for sponsorship for a 

cover and is in the last final negotiations. The cover will appear in black and 

white with side profiles of a TR2/3/3A, a TR4/4A/5, a TR6 and a TR7 shown in 

white beneath the name SABRINA in large white letters at the top of the cover. 

The new cover will really finish the Club magazine off nicely in our Anniversary 

yearéé. 

ARTICLES FOR SABRINA AUGUST 1978  

Please can I have all your articles, letters, news and reports by 15th July for   

inclusion in the August edition of SABRINA. You have probably noticed that 

Cheetham has done quite a lot of the writing in past SABRINAs and I feel this a 

bad thing since one can become too stialised  in oneõs way of writing. I would   

appreciate very much if members could send me articles for inclusion in future 

copies. One more thing, please accept my apologies for the very poor typing  

quality, but my real job is Food Technology.  

é..and no spell checker on the typewriter either, back then. é.and please accept my apologies for this 

long òbriefó article, but my real job is/was Defence Technology at CSIR é.and, Oh yes, running 

Flynnstone Farm, horses etc, and household, husband etc...andé..Iõm the current editor and must  

carry on typing òbriefó bits of  Sabrina historyé... 
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A òBriefó History of SabrinañCHAPTER ONEñThe Typewriter and Roneo Machine Ageé 

 

These two covers depicted below are the back and front covers of Sabrina during the early years. I 

have used this idea and enhanced it a little for this months front coveré.March 2024. 

[The cover will appear in black and white with side profiles of a TR2/3/3A, a 

TR4/4A/5, a TR6 and a TR7 shown in white beneath the name SABRINA in large 

white letters at the top of the cover. ] (Sabrina circa 1978)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1979, the club went through some progressive changes. 

SABRINA ñMay 1979  

EDITORIAL  

You will see from the title page of this edition of SABRINA that a change has   

occurred in the format of the Club. Basically what has happened is that the TR 

Register of SA has been incorporated into the Triumph Sports Car Club of SA, so 

that the interests of all Triumph sports car owners can be catered for. Owners of 

all Triumph sports cars who join the TSSC will automatically become members 

of the appropriate Register, so in effect there will be no change in the benefits 

that current Ordinary members receiveééé 

So the winds of change blew in and subsequently the Constitution of the Club was amended            

accordingly at an A.G.M and the minutes thereof were recorded in that very Sabrina. If you need to, 

read it is on the website May 1979. triumphclubsa.com 

http://www.triumphclubsa.com
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SABRINA ñMay 1980  

EDITORIAL  

...You will notice that this edition of Sabrina comes from behind a new cover. 

Again, Leyland have provided sponsorship, whilst Mark Weston has made all 

the arrangements. Thank You to Bothé. 

So forthwith a ônew coverõ is printed. During this time Sabrina was typed (on typewriter) in Durban by 

Graham but printing and distribution (postage) happened from Johannesburg and it apparently 

caused quite a few headaches and problems. (See  - August 1980ñEditorial last paragraphs, on the 

website.) triumphclubsa.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SABRINA ñMay 1981  EDITORIAL  

Oh the woes of duplication and distributionéé...So in 1981, SABRINA got her first òTypewriteró and 

printing was to be done ôprofessionallyõ. 

A òBriefó History of SabrinañCHAPTER ONEñThe Typewriter and Roneo Machine Ageé 

http://www.triumphclubsa.com
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CHAPTER TWOñThe TYPRWRITER and the PHOTO COPIER Ageé 

SABRINA ñNovember 1981  

A òBriefó History of SabrinañCHAPTER TWOñThe Typewriter and the Photo Copier Ageé 
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So things are starting to hot up among the members (as we see from the previous page)              

é.õthe money,õ ôthe numbers,õ the quality,õ The Sabrina editor is starting to get a hammeringééé. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The pictures left and below showed the beginnings 

of the Pretoria Centre, they displayed their           

Triumphs at the Sunnypark Shopping Centreéé. 

What was also put to good use in this edition was 

also the use of the photo copier machine for arti-

cles on a Triumph TR4A rebuildñtaken from 

òPractical Classicsó magazine 1981. 

A òBriefó History of SabrinañCHAPTER TWOñThe Typewriter and the Photo Copier Ageé 

Here are some of the 

photoõs referred to 

from the previous 

page. Black & White 

Photoõs on glossy    

paper, and this        

November 1981      

edition was full of 

them! 

Liz Dobbins, Jenny and 

Alan Grant. 

VIVA the 1980õs 
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SABRINA ñJanuary 1982 

 

SABRINA ñNovember 1982 

é.. And once again Sabrina and the Triumph Club had another good year, 1982. 
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Sabrina is certainly moving forward in 

leaps and bounds. Not too difficult 

though. Remember, she does have a 

twin overhead cam engineé... 
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SABRINA ñNovember 1983 

So in November 1983 we have a new Editor, namely Jeremy Thorpe. If we look back to this point in 

history, it was also the time when technological changes were coming to the forefront, the first        

vestiges of òThe Computeró were starting to emerge, namely the famous DOS based 286. The        

Typewriterõs days were numbered, but at the time it was not that obvious. 

We need to remember that Sabrina, the publication that it had become by then, for the Triumph 

Sports Car Club, was still the work of one person (the Editor) who had a full time job and was          

publishing Sabrina as a spare time òtaskó for the òhobbyó called Triumph Cars. 

All Editors are different, and have different approaches to their task of editing a magazine, and to a 

very large degree time and technology and costs (and creativity) play a very important role in any    

publication. 

Most people are not born writers, no matter what their hobby, so Editors are a special breed of        

person, and they produce some amazing collections of work, as we can see by the quality of SABRINA 

as òsheó has unfolded over the decadeséééééé..read onééééé. 
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SABRINA ñDecember 1984 

As we can see Jeremy is starting to feel apprehensive 

about the future of Sabrina, costs are rising and         

although he doesnõt say it in so many words,            

technology is creeping up to the forefrontééé.. 

Although this picture to the right doesnõt look like much, 

it was a technological breakthrough for SABRINA. 

August 1985, The first A5, computer printed publication 

and Graham found himself back in the Editors seat.  

Remember up until then Sabrina had been, A4 size, 

typed out on a typewriter and then printed double-sided, 

and with a cover that was pre-printed separately, (black 

and white or colour depending on the sponsor for the 

cover, at that time) and then all stapled together, and I 

presume then posted in bulk. That in itself would have 

cost a pretty penny! 

(and today circa 2024, we no longer have a              

postal serviceé..who would have thoughté.) 
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SABRINA ñNovember 1985, Volume 10. No. 3 

 

As we head into 1986,  more changes are on the horizon.   

Graham steps down as the editor after some 29 editions of 

Sabrina.  

Interestingly enough there were only two editions of Sabrina 

in 1986, February and May 1986.  

 

The front cover of Sabrina had changed format by February 

1986, and still in A5 size it depicted a single photo on the 

front cover in black and white, with the Triumph world globe 

logo. 

       

       

      SABRINA ñMay 1986 
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SABRINA ñMay 1986 

 

 

On page 29 of the May 1986 edition of Sabrina an article was       

reproduced entitled òTaming a Triumphó (stating...we told you how 

to make your GT6 get around corners more quickly, now we will 

show you how to get your GT6 to those corners more quicklyé..) 

 

Hereõs my take on that articleééémy kind of horsepower! 
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A òBriefó History of SabrinañHelen Flynn contõd 

CHAPTER THREE _ THE COMPUTER and the PRINTER Ageé.. 

SABRINA ñMarch 1987 

KEN BOSS is now Sabrinaõs new Editor, and by the looks of things, a computer, and colour and glossy 

pages, and a new page format are the order of the day, and Ken being Cape Town based started off 

his editorship with a very fitting front cover! 
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SABRINA ñMarch 1987 
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SABRINA ñMarch 1987 

The readers responded with some interesting Letters to the Editor. Ken made them look as if they 

were òbeautifully typedó anyway. 
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SABRINA ñJune 1987 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It seems that printing SABRINA is the Bain of every editors life, as this editorial by Ken in his second 

issue showed. The ever present plea of every editor for more submissions by the readers, had began 

with Graham as the original editor, and now continues with Kenééé... 
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SABRINA ñJune 1988 

So a couple of years later things are settling down with SABRINA, and the publication has identified 

once again, that printing is causing costly problemsé... the contents and the front and back covers 

have to be addressed separately.  Ken ended with a comment: òWhat do you think?ó 

No one thought much about it. Except the editor, and these issues continued to be a problem for him! 

So from September 1988 to March 1990, there were no Sabrina publications. In his March 1990   

editorial Ken cites that there were issues at National level and he was not party to them therefore 

could not comment other than to say: òIt has been a long time! More than a year since you received a       

Sabrina, but we are now on the road again.ó 
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SABRINA ñDecember 1992 

 By December 1992 Ken is once again lamenting the costs of SABRINA, (printing and distribution, 

mostly) not so much the content and Sabrina found herself in the red. New levies for Sabrina had 

been in place in from 1990 to 1992, but these proved not to be sufficient, and more increases were 

to be applied in 1993. 

So with all of the increases lining up and Ken, I am sure having more than a headache or two over  

Sabrina, we head along 1995 (remember this is a òBriefó History of Sabrina.) 

SABRINA ñDecember 1995 

 

 

 

By the end of 1995, the     

Internet was in attendance, 

already threatening the   

humble paper magazine we 

knew it. 

 Ken, always one to be at the 

forefront of issues, already 

knew then in 1995, that  

technical information would 

be available elsewhere, and 

not always needed in a static 

paper formatééé.. 

 

So that edition (December 

1995) became the             

informational issue, and    

although the membership list 

took up 18 pages, and the 

new members list taking up 2 

more pages, the remaining 

40 pages proved to be an      

enjoyable and relaxing read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ken Boss 
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SABRINA ñSeptember 2003 

Despite all of the financial challenges Ken and Sabrina were having, (òKen and Barbieó, the folly of a 

modern editor ðyours truly - Helen.) SABRINA is the BEST. (She beats Barbie òhands upó every time.)  

as Trevor Browne eluded to. 
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SABRINA ñSeptember 2004 

2004 brought us to a National Gathering year, 

and that year it was Kwa-Zulu Natalõs turn. 

David Blair, was the chairman of the organising 

committee, and that National Gathering was a 

resounding success. 

 

 

This was depicted on SABRINAõs front and back 

covers. Seen here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sabrina was now also being produced as a 70 

page+ A5 book, brimming with adverts and    

cartoons, letters to the editor, centre reports, 

concours results, many great articles, namely:  

òStately Stagsó by Jon Rademan,  

òIn your Face: TR6ó by Dennis Cooke  

òAll for a Beer or Twoó by Harry Fairley. 

 

For a good read go to the website and see     

September 2004. triumphclubsa.com 
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http://www.triumphclubsa.com

