
1  

South Africa 
pays tribute to 

Volume 49 No’s 2&3 June/September 2023 

TRIUMPH’s 100 years 

1923-2023 



2  
C

O
N

TEN
TS &

 2
02

2/20
23 N

ati
o

n
al C

o
m

m
itt

ee
 

Page 2—Contents 

Page 3—Editorial—Nationals 2024—KZN Region 

Page 5—The Chairman Speaks…… Gary Booyens 

Page 6—Long Service Awards. 

Page 10— SAMCA Matters 

Page 12— What a 100 Triumphs look like from the air and the sea.—April 2023 

Page 17— The GARDEN ROUTE 100—April 2023 

Page 20— The GREEN LANTERN getaway KZN and JHB and PTA meet halfway—May 2023 

Page 21— The RED STAR RACEWAY—June 2023 

Page 23— Christmas in July. 

Page 24— POMC Cars in the Park—Special invitation—August 2023 

 

TRIUMPH NATIONAL COMMITTEE: 2022/2023 

PRRSIDENT: Alan Grant—grantfam@wizz.co.za  +27(82)325 2938 

CHAIRMAN: Gary Booyens—gcb@netactive.co.za  +27(82)445 5111 

SECRETARY: René de Villiers—rdevilliers40@gmail.com +27(83)317 4339 

TREASURER: Engela Van Vuuren—engelavv@gmail.com +27(84)603 6819 

REGISTRAR: Eddie Gurnell—eddie-gurnell@gmail.com +27(83)744 1651 

EDITOR: Helen Flynn—flynnstonefarm@gmail.com  +27(82)926 5793 

Insurance: John Dobbins—dobbins@iafrica.com  +27(82)508 0910 

REGIONAL CHAIRMEN: 

Bloemfontein: Alan Dickens—fouriee@ufs.ac.za (Eleanor Müller)  +27(83)725 3161 

Border: Gavin Turner—kwikfitel@webmail.co.za    +27(83)325 7647 

Cape Town: Gerhard Vorster—gerhardvorster1@gmail.com  +27(83)265 2302 

Garden Route: Dennis Cook—cookdennis001@gmail.com  +27(60)700 0192 

Johannesburg: Gary Booyens—gcb@netactive.co.za   +27(82)445 5111 

Kwa-Zulu Natal: Gavin Mills—gavinmills@duck.com   +27(82)654 4464 

Port Elizabeth: Hugh Rademan—hughrademan@gmail.com  +27(82)930 1314 

Pretoria: Bill Flynn—billflynn47@gmail.com     +27(82)921 3854 

SABRINA 

OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA 

VOLUME 49&50No 2&3 March/September 2023 

triumphclubsa.com 

mailto:grantfam@wizz.co.za
mailto:gcb@netactive.co.za
mailto:rdevilliers40@gmail.com
mailto:engelavv@gmail.com
mailto:eddie-gurnell@gmail.com
mailto:flynnstonefarm@gmail.com
mailto:dobbins@iafrica.com
mailto:fouriee@ufs.ac.za
mailto:kwikfitel@webmail.co.za
mailto:gerhardvorster1@gmail.com
mailto:cookdennis001@gmail.com
mailto:gcb@netactive.co.za
mailto:gavinmills@duck.com
mailto:hughrademan@gmail.com
mailto:billflynn47@gmail.com
https://triumphclubsa.com


3  
                 ED

ITO
R

IA
L 

EDITORIAL = September 2023 

Hello Everyone. 

Due to unforeseen circumstances I was unable to produce a June Sabrina. I have compiled this 

edition June/September 2023,  Volume 49—No’s 2&3. I have covered the main events that 

took place from April 2023 to September 2023. 

If you did send me something for publication and I have not included it in this edition, please re-

send to me for publication in the December issue (if the info is still relevant.) 

Thanks & Regards……...Helen 

—————————xxxx———————-xxxx————————xxxx————————-xxxx————————xxxx——————— 

FW: TSCC OF SA NATIONALS 2024 KZN REGION 

Subject: TSCC OF SA NATIONALS 2024 KZN REGION 

Nationals’ Circular 15th May 2023 

Message to All the Members of the National Committee and Regional Chairman 

(and members) 

Hi All. Hope this mail finds you in good health. 

This is a note to confirm that TSCC KZN has undertaken to host the 2024 Nationals.  

 

After feedback from our members who attended the 2022 Nationals it appears that the 

event was an absolute success, and we congratulate the organizers for a job well done. 

We, TSCC KZN, will make every effort to make our event as enjoyable and look forward 

to the support nationally from all Triumph Sports Car Club members for a ‘visit to the 

sea’. 

 

We ask that Members of the National Committee and Regional Chairman encourage 

Club Members to join us in what we hope will be another memorable event.  

We are aware of the difficult economic times we live in and are trying to make the event 

as affordable as possible in the hope of attracting all members to join in the fun.  
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The Main purpose of this mail is to alert members of the dates, venue, and                   

accommodation. 

Dates 

In Wednesday 1st May 2024 

Out Sunday 5th May 2024 

Venue  

TO Strand Munster Natal South Coast 

Accommodation: Cottages, 4 Sleepers, 5 Sleepers, Camping 

The venue ‘TO Strand Munster” was used back in 2014. The venue is virtually on the 

beach but well protected from the elements by the lush green natural bush of the      

Admiralty Reserve. 

The venue proved to be successful in the past both from its location close to the beach 

as well the affordable cost of accommodation. It also offers on-site facilities such as ca-

tering, function halls and a freshwater swimming pool. We will also be able to conduct 

show day on site. 

Our local Nationals committee is well on its way in the planning and preparation for the 

event. Further details regarding costs, Booking arrangements and the events program 

will be provided in due course.  

 

All the accommodation has been booked out to TSCC KZN for this event and the booking 

will once again be handled by members of our local committee. Members will be        

required to direct all booking arrangements via our local Nationals committee. 

 

We look forward to the event and earnestly request that all members be advised of the 

date and venue. 

Regards:   Fonnie Nortje 

Chairman 

Triumph Sports Car Club of S.A 

KZN Region 
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THE CHAIRMAN SPEAKS = June 2023 

Greetings from a cold Johannesburg. Half the year has gone already and what a busy six months it 

has been, due to the Triumph 100-year celebrations. The Garden Route centre and a combined 

Pretoria and Johannesburg celebration managed to attract a substantial number of Triumphs. 

Bloemfontein also had a small but successful celebration. 

A further celebration was a week end away at the Green Lantern (van Reenen's Pass) supported by 

KZN, Pretoria and Johannesburg Members. 

The Pretoria and Johannesburg event managed to attract the participation of 103 cars. The venue 

(The Higher Ground Restaurant) helped attract significant public interest in our cars. For the      

statisticians amongst us the event attracted: 

 

1  x 2.5 Chicane; 1  x 2000 Estate; 2   x 2000 MKI; 1   x 2500 MKII; 1   x GT6; 4   x Herald; 

1   x PCI Saloon; 1   x PI Saloon; 15 x Spitfires; 3   x Stags; 5   x TR2; 8   x TR3; 4   x TR3A 

6   x TR4; 4  x TR4A; 2  x TR5; 9  x TR6; 17 x TR7; 2  x TR8; 1  x 1500; 1  x Roadster; 1  x Super 7 

1 x Protea; 1  x Standard Sedan; 1  x Electric TR3A (Pedal Car); 1  x Trealy (Austin Healey) 

 

The vast task of scanning all the SABRINAS and getting a computerised member database is     

continuing and taking a lot longer than first envisaged. While scanning every now and then one 

comes across an interesting bit of information, such as: 

SABRINA December 1990. 

Mission Statement. 

To get as many Triumphs as possible on the road, being driven and to keep them there. 

 

In closing, please start working on generating interest in the National gathering to be held at  

T O Strand in KZN next year. 

Stay warm and safe. 

Gary 

 

(Editor’s note: Gary is away on holiday at the moment,  so there is no Chairman’s chat for              

September.) 
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LONG SERVICE AWARDS 

On Fri, 14 Jul 2023 at 11:39, <gcb@netactive.co.za> wrote: 

Morning All 

I’ve spent the last few months attempting to correct the membership database and include the year 
members joined the TSCCSA.  It Involved me going through just about every SABRINA published and 
capturing the new members that were welcomed in said SABRINA. So, in a nutshell, if your name     
appeared in the July 1984 Sabrina as a new member, I captured your joining date as 1984. As far as 
possible this data was cross referenced with the paid-up members that were listed in some of the   
December SABRINA’s. I will be sending the centers lists of their members as per the national database 
which need to be verified as to current paid up members in order that Long Membership awards can 
be manufactured with the plan being that they will be ready at the KZN nationals to be held in 2024.  

  

Rene has proposed, see below, that perhaps some members should be considered for awards that   
reflect Triumph interest/ownership longer than merely using 2023 minus ones TSCCSA joining date.  

WE need comments please. 

Regards 

Gary 

  

Dear Members of the National Committee of The Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa 

(which includes the Chairpersons of all Regional Centres as well as all Elected Officials). 

  

Please distribute this email to Club Members at your Regional Centre. 

Thank you. 

René de Villiers. 

  

Dear Members of The Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa. 

  

DISCUSSION DOCUMENT, CALLING FOR YOUR COMMENT 

  

Depending on the comments I receive regarding the under-mentioned, it may be submitted as a for-
mal proposal to be included in the agenda of the biennial general meeting to be held at the time of 
our National Gathering in May of 2024, the actual date of which is still to be determined.   If and when 
a formal proposal is formulated it will be put to the meeting as an ordinary resolution which, to be 
adopted will require 50% plus one of the votes of Club Members entitled to vote at said BGM. 

  

  

DEEMED DATE OF JOINING THE CLUB OF CERTAIN CLUB MEMBERS.  

  

mailto:gcb@netactive.co.za
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LONG SERVICE AWARDS cont’d 

DEEMED DATE OF JOINING THE CLUB OF CERTAIN CLUB MEMBERS.  

  

Background 

This proposal is made in my capacity as an ordinary member of the Club, although I also have the privi-
lege of being an Honorary Member of the Club. 

My proposal does not call for a change in the Constitution of the Club and as such it does not require 
the formal support of a group of Club Members. 

  

Of late the exact date of the formation of the TR Register of South Africa  (which over the years went 
through some name changes and is now known as The Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa) had 
been debated due to conflicting information in old records such as minutes of early meetings and vari-
ous articles which appeared in early issues of  “Sabrina”, the Club’s official newsletter.  Nowhere is 
there a crisp, clear, and undisputed, and verifiable statement that the TR Register was formed on such
-and-such a date.  The National Chairman,  Gary Booyens accordingly made an exhaustive study of all 
available material on the matter and has concluded that The TR Register of South Africa was formed 
by Graham Cheetham in Durban on 1st January 1976.   

Before that date there were various initiatives around South Africa to form “Triumph Clubs” and most 
if not all in time simply petered out.  In addition, there were various persons who owned Triumph cars 
and who simply did not join any “club”.    For example [and for these I have clear-cut documentary 
proof] the following :    

1.  In the mid-1950’s The Triumph Motor Company (1945) Limited in England started the Triumph 
Sports Owner’s Association, also known as the TSOA.  In Johannesburg, the TSOA initiative collapsed in 
approximately 1964.    

2. Robin Dunstan (ex-chair of the Port Elizabeth MG Car Club) says that the TSCC in PE was formed in 
October or November of 1965.  Due to dwindling members, it was decided to abandon the Triumph 
initiative and to rather form a branch of the Sports Car Club of South Africa.  

3. The TR Register in the United Kingdom was formed on 1st January 1970.   It exists in this form to 
this day and is a world-wide organisation.  

4. In early 1972, independently and unbeknown to each other Chris Schultz and Mike Allen in Cape 
town, and a few weeks later Alan Grant and Andrew and David Swan in Johannesburg started 
“Triumph Clubs”.  Exact, verifiable dates are unfortunately not available.  After initial excitement both 
these initiatives slowed down and became dormant.  In the January 1982 issue of Sabrina Alan Grant 
noted that a “gathering of the faithful” had met at the home of Lourens Erasmus in Linden in 1972 but 
most of the enthusiastic people present just “did not want to become involved”  and no club was 
formed. 

5. The TR Register Cape Town was formed at the Woodstock Holiday Inn on 19th August 1976 with 
Mervyn Harris (President), Mike Allen, Tim Kent, Blackie Niemand, Chris Schultz, and Charles Patterson 
being present. 

6. The TR Register, Johannesburg Centre was formed at Alan Grant’s home in Orange Grove, Johan-
nesburg on 7th April 1977 with Alan Grant, Andrew Swan and myself being present. 
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LONG SERVICE AWARDS cont’d 

7. Graham Cheetham arranged the First National Gathering from 6th to 9th October 1978 at               
 Maselspoort, Bloemfontein.  Thirty-one Triumph TR’s were present. 

8. In December 1978 Graham Cheetham recorded that there were 47 cars listed on the National     
 Register, all of them being TR’s (from TR2 to TR6). 

9. On 24th March 1979 the third AGM of the TR Register was held at the Green Lantern Inn, Van 
 Reenen’s Pass.  This was the first time the Club met at The Green Lantern Inn.  At this meeting, 
 the Club changed its name from the TR Register of South Africa to the Triumph Sports Car Club 
 of SA.  The TR Register was kept as a separate entity. 

10. During 1979 The Border regional Centre was formed, but unfortunately an exact date is not 
 known. 

11. In January 1981, the Pretoria Regional Centre was formed.   Nols Pienaar had arranged a large 
 meeting which included many Johannesburg Centre Members so as to formally launch the     
 Preto ria Regional Centre. 

12. The Port Elizabeth Regional Centre was formed at the Hunter’s Retreat Hotel on 13th April 1981 
 with 17 members in attendance. 

13. The South African Marque Club Association  (SAMCA) was formed on 20th August 1981 with the     
 TSCC of SA as one of the founder members.  The word “motor” was later substituted for the 
 word  “marque” so as to enable hybrid car clubs to join SAMCA. 

As a matter of interest, I bought my TR3 (the one I still have) on 21st September 1969 and met Graham 
Cheetham during 1975.  The details of my car, and thus my application to join the then TR Register of 
South Africa was submitted to Graham Cheetham on 10th February 1976. 

  

Proposal proper. 

I propose that: 

1. All those persons who joined the TR Register of South Africa/Triumph Sports Car Club of South     
 Africa up to and including 31st December 1981 and who are still active members of the TSCC of 
 SA be deemed to have joined during 1976, that being the year that The Club was formed, 
 PROVIDED. 

2. They can satisfactorily demonstrate that they were involved with the Triumph car movement (in its 
 broadest sense); or owned a Triumph car; before the formation of the TR Register and       
 PROVIDED FURTHER that. 

3. They have until 31st December 2024 to do so, 

 

That this resolution, if passed, be viewed as a “once-off” opportunity which will not set a precedent of 
any form for the future.  
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LONG SERVICE AWARDS cont’d 

  

Motivation. 

From what is stated in the Background, above, it is possible that there may be some persons who ini-
tially did not join The Register/The Club but who may have owned a Triumph car, or who may have 
been involved with Triumph cars in some way.  The reasons can be any one of many, for example they 
simply did not know of the existence of The Register/The Club;  or, they had intended to join up but 
just never got round to doing so  (remember in those days communication was by mail through the 
Post Office);  or they thought that The Register/The Club will probably not last; or they were not resi-
dent in the country;  or whatever. I estimate that not more than a dozen or so of active Club Members 
will be affected by this proposal. 

The TSCC of SA is poised to introduce a range of “Long Membership” awards and it is clear that the 
first 50-year awards, which will be awarded at the 2026 Nationals are set to become something of 
special importance and status. 

This proposal will, as a once-off,  enable all those long serving active Club members who joined The 
Register/The Club within its first five years of existence the opportunity of participating in 2026 in the 
prestige of a 50-year award provided they had been active in Triumph car matters all along. 

  

René de Villiers. 

Membership number 007. 

Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa. 

July 2023 
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SAMCA Matters 

 

SAMCA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING FEEDBACK 

Dear All, 

Please circulate this email to all Club Members at your Regional Centre. 

SAMCA (South African Motor Clubs Association)  held a very well attended AGM at the offices of      

Indwe Risk Services in Houghton last night  (16th May 2023). 

Here follows some of the highlights of the points discussed as well as of the finances of SAMCA. 

 

FINANCES 

The SAMCA financial year ends on 31 December. It opened with R105 087,20 in the bank and on 31 

December 2022 it ended with R120 613,32.  Total membership fees from about 25 participating Clubs 

came to R38 699,50. This represents 3 117 individual members. It collected about R19 000 at Angela’s 

Picnic during 2022  (the weather was atrocious as I can confirm, having been there). After deducting 

costs involved, a donation of R14 096,70 was made to Hospice.  The Public Liability Insurance premi-

um  (Cover of R10 million) came to R29 013,70.  The next renewal date is June 2023.  

 

WEBSITE 

At present SAMCA does not have a website.  Keeping a website updated involving up to 30 separate 

participating Clubs proved to be a mammoth effort.  In addition, the domain name was not renewed 

and was appropriated by someone else.  Members of the Ducati  (motorcycle) Club undertook to ex-

plore alternatives, including Facebook.   (COMMENT:  SAMCA now admits motorcycle clubs as mem-

bers. Perhaps the time has come for the TSSC of SA to look into linking up with Triumph motorcycle 

enthusiasts?) 

 

CAR INSURANCE 

Members of participating Clubs were urged to consider the Vantage Group Scheme which SAMCA has 

negotiated via Indwe. 
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SAMCA Matters cont’d 

 

ANGELA’S PICNIC 2ND APRIL 2023.   

As in 2022 this event was held at River Sands, north of Johannesburg  (take William Nichol north). The 

event was very well organised and an amount of some R37 300,00 was raised, with a net donation 

of  about R24 193,00 made to Hospice.  The event will again be held at River Sands on the first Sunday 

of April 2024.  Roadside directions of how to find the venue will be improved in 2024, and the event 

will also be advertised more widely in the media than it was for 2023.  

A specific comment was made that the attendance of both the MG Car Club and of the TSCC of SA was, 

to say the least, very disappointing, with hardly any cars present. 

 

OTHER EVENT FOR 2023.  

It was recorded that the Rotary Club’s Hartbeespoort Meander will take place on 29th October 

2023.  This year it coincides with the Centenary of the building of the dam wall at the Hartbeespoort 

Dam, and as such it will be a special event with classic cars afforded special treatment. 

 

Rene de Villiers. 

SAMCA Representative. 

083 317 4339. 
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“What a 100 and more Triumphs look like from the air and by the sea!” 

The Johannesburg and Pretoria Centres presented their Triumph at the Higher 

Ground Restaurant  in Sandton on the 30th of April 2023. All 100 of them. 

The Garden Route Centre presented their Triumphs at the beachfront in 

Hartenbos, along the Garden Route in April 2023. 
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ICON:-TRIUMPH First’s……………...of many a kind…….100 TRIUMPH’s at the Higher 

Ground Restaurant in Sandton.  

Sunday the 30th April arrived, bright and sunny and warm, the perfect day to drive 100 Triumph 

Sports Cars from “wherever” they were parked, to Sandton in Johannesburg, to display them in the 

formation of the number 100………… 

It was an amazing feat of precision parking, and timing. Many thanks must go to the combined        

Johannesburg and Pretoria Centres for their participation and organisation. 

Namely: Gary Booyens, Joan Booyens, Jean Coppins, Gino Caeseri, John-Austin Williams, Rob McLeod, 

Eddie Steele, Terry Murphy, Ed Gurnell, Bill Sales, Bill Flynn and the 100 enthusiastic Triumph drivers 

who got the cars there on the day! WELL DONE guys and gals. 

The organisation the day before proved to be quite valuable, as it showed everyone, that the        

equipment you need to organise this grand feat of parking 100 Triumphs is not always what you think 

you need! 

For example: This is a “list” and some photo’s of what was required………. 

A stable table…..some “coloured” cones (makes for aesthetic décor,) some tape measures (of differ-

ent lengths for different purposes,) a distance measuring walking stick (I can’t remember its correct 

name!) a “square” ruler, a car layout map, a small bottle of flour, and a thunderstorm of note on the 

way. 

 

 
A very important 

item, the small 

bottle of flour ! 

Another very important 

item:- an unexpected 

thunderstorm for set up 

day. 

….and your 

TRIUNMPH 

car layout 

map…. 
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ICON:-TRIUMPH First’s……………...of many a kind…….100 TRIUMPH’s at the Higher 

Ground Restaurant in Sandton. 

After you have the required items available, you need, a director of proceedings……………

of which there were a few/many……………. 

Measuring the lines for the cars and marking them out with flour (not flower, as some 

thought) was the key. So the few/many “directors of proceedings” got under way to 

achieve the said goal…………. 
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ICON:-TRIUMPH First’s……………...of many a kind…….100 TRIUMPH’s at the Higher 

Ground Restaurant in Sandton. 

At the end of the day……. “directors of proceedings” all agreed that the unexpected 

thunder storm and the small bottle of flour were actually not needed on the day, so they 

ended up being very pleased with their efforts of achieving their  GOALS………... 

 

 

“The Directors of Proceedings” 

Joan & Gary Booyens, Gino Casieri, Terry Murphy, Ed Gurnell, Bill Sales, Bill Flynn, Jean Coppins,           

Eddie Steele, Rob McLeod. 
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ICON:-TRIUMPH First’s………………..of many a kind. ………... 

THE 100 CARS. 
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ICON:- TRIUMPH First’s……………...THE GARDEN ROUTE 100 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18  

ICON:- TRIUMPH First’s……………...THE GARDEN ROUTE 100 

Triumph Centenary Celebration Garden Route  
18-21 March 2023 
 

From the time that he settled in Hartenbos, Nols stated his vision of staging a Centenary Celebration 

of the first Triumph car built in 1923. Having attended most of his previous Triumph celebrations, I 

knew that he was more than equal to the task. At that time what was not clear was when and how the 

event would be organised because National Gatherings always fell on even years. You will all recall 

that the 2020 Gathering was cancelled because of the Covid epidemic. When it was decided that the 

next Nationals would take place in 2021 it seemed that the dilemma had been resolved and that we 

might host a National Gathering on the Garden Route and combine it with the Centenary celebration. 

Sadly, that was not to be either and it became evident that we would have to have the celebration as 

a stand-alone event. 

 

Nothing daunted we got a small committee together to assist in organising the celebration for March 

2023 and not long after that we sent out invitations nationally in the hope of attracting club members 

and Triumph owners from the Eastern and Western Cape and possibly even from further afield. 

 

Although the club has held National Gatherings in the past at Pine Lake Marina and at Hartenbos, 

both of which are very suitable venues, we discounted Pine Lake Marina because they are in the    

process of converting to a retirement village and could not give us definite availability. The ATKV at 

Hartenbos not only has plenty of affordable local accommodation but now has their own licenced   

restaurant and are experienced in organising large events. After a little negotiation we were able to 

secure meals including breakfasts at economic all rates as our aim was to try and make the three 

nights of the celebration as affordable as possible. Because the Pienaar family lived so close to the 

resort it enabled Nols and his co-opted family to do much of the organisation without having to travel 

very far. Our only disappointment was on being told that it would not be possible to fly a drone to take 

the historic photograph. As may be seen the photographer climbed onto a brick braai with a dustbin 

on top and an eight-foot selfie pole to get the best photographic result of the cars laid out to form   

numerals 100. 

 

Although entries for the event started slowly, as the date rolled round to February, we were still getting 

entries and were pleased to get a number of entries not only from Cape Town and PE, but a number 

from Langebaan and the West Coast. Chris Buckley travelled from Malawi with his family to attend the 

event.  Albert De Vos became our sole Gauteng participant but David and Anne Blair and friends   

Robert and Penny Grey travelled the long road from KZN. Our own members all attended with a       

Triumph car, except 2 who were away, but we managed to field 34 Triumphs and entertain 68 people. 

Our minimum requirement was for 25 cars which Nols had calculated would enable us to form the 

100 on the grass field which had been allocated to us.  

 

In true Triumph tradition the event started with a great welcome braai, on the Saturday night, with lots 

of chat and too much smoke. 

Sunday morning was taken up with the laborious process of driving the Triumphs into position on the 

field for the photographs. Following reports in the local press, there were plenty of interested        

spectators. After lunch a long convoy of Triumphs set out from Hartenbos for a scenic drive to          

Die Punt at Mossel bay. Having been educated by the historic cave at Cape St Blaize with its history of 

early man, many opted to enjoy a frosty or two overlooking the Ocean, next to the end point of the 

longest over the ocean zipline in the world.  
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Triumph Centenary Celebration Garden Route  
18-21 March 2023 cont’d 

 

Monday after breakfast saw the group doing a scenic drive to Friemersheim; a German mission      

station established in 1870 lying in a pretty valley outside Groot Brak River. A typical country village 

with smaller houses, the village was catapulted to fame by a local artist Fourie Ackerman who painted 

many of the walls and other structures with beautiful wild life scenes that continue to bring many    

visitors. 

 

The drive ended at nearby Reebok and Tergniet with a visit down a farm road to view the spectacular 

classic car collection of Kobus Halliday. Housed in a purpose-built structure which houses most of the 

100 or more cars with his collection of memorabilia, die cast models and much more it is almost too 

much to take in at one time. Almost all the cars, mainly USA sedans and coupes from the grand 

50/60s chrome era, are in beautiful, original and unrestored condition. Many admired a few 40/50s 

pickups that had been restored to gobsmacking perfection and, being Triumphants, we all oohed and 

aahed at a very original 1954 Standard Vanguard. The museum has a mezzanine with a fully 

equipped restaurant facility and our team provided a light lunch of Boerie rolls with sheba and re-

freshments for all.  

 

The evening ended with a Gala dinner at the ATKV Restaurant who had provided delicious meals on 

each occasion. Awards were made to Chris Buckley for traveling the furthest (from Malawi) to attend 

the event as well as to the Blairs and the Greys for traveling all the way from KZN.  

 

Special mention must be made of the Pienaar family for making our Celebration a resounding        

success.  We know that Nols is great at this sort of thing and he elicited much help from Mossel Bay 

tourism, but son in law Danie Sassenberg, the newest member of our Garden Route Centre for all the 

help that he gave “Pa” in laying out the field, in positioning the cars, braaing the boeries and many 

other tasks. Daughter Jeanné (Sassenberg) who had previously made such lovely Triumph masks    

during the time of Covid let her artistic talent come to the fore, with a beautifully designed poster and 

programme, commemorative mugs, coasters as well as socks with Triumph logos. Arnold “Arrie” 

Pienaar organised a substantial sponsorship from his company that enabled us to meet the budget 

after having been faced with price hikes. In addition, it helped us to put good wines on the table at the 

Gala dinner, as well as financing much of the regalia and banners.  Nols had not expected him to    

attend but was pleasantly surprised when Arrie and his family arrived from Gauteng just before the 

event.  

 

An event like this can only be a success by virtue of a team effort. Thanks, must also go to Heinz 

Koncki for organising some of the catering and the wine and to Brian Gibson who, although he could 

not be there, organised some useful additions to the Goody bags.  

 

 

New friends were made and cemented 

during the event, everyone seemed to 

have had a great time and there was    

general agreement that another “regional” 

gathering should be held in 2025- which it 

was decided will be at Tsitsikamma.  

Watch the developments.  

 

DC  (Dennis Cook) 
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ICON:- TRIUMPH First’s……………...The GREEN LANTERN Celebrations.—May 2023 

KwaZulu Natal; Johannesburg and Pretoria meet halfway 

 for commemorative celebrations. 
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ICON:- TRIUMPH First’s……………...The RED STAR RACEWAY.—June 2023 

There is much to 

see…….at the Red 

Star Raceway, Red 

cars, red cars, red 

cars and yellow and 

blue cars. 
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ICON:- TRIUMPH First’s……………...The RED STAR RACEWAY.—June 2023 
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ICON:- TRIUMPH First’s……………...CHRISTMAS in JULY  - 2023 
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ICON:- TRIUMPH First’…...CARS in the PARK August- 2023 Special Invitation. 
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ICON:- TRIUMPH First’…...CARS in the PARK August- 2023 Special Invitation. 
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ICON:- TRIUMPH First’s…Water and Wheels—Vanderbijl Park—September 2023. 

Triumphs 

 Just Having Fun 

100 Triumphs 

 Just Having Fun 



27  

This is the page in SA Car Clubs Magazine—Issue 92, written by Bill Flynn, Pretoria 

Chairman. 

See the magazine on their website: www.sarcarclubs.co.za 

http://www.sacarclubs.co.za
http://www.sacarclubs.co.za

