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Hello Christmas ! 

Welcome to this December 2022 issue of  

Sabrina. 

 

Not too much to say this time of year, as every-

one is madly getting ready for Christmas Day, with family and friends all around      

getting together for the celebration. Although I get the distinct feeling everyone is quiet 

and subdued this year. The shops aren’t playing Christmas carols as they used to, 

 and I guess because the Rand is seemingly slipping evermore lower into oblivion,     

people are not willing to spend too much either. 

 

Whatever the reasons, I hope everyone has an enjoyable holiday season. 

This December issue is highlighting a few events of the past and showing what to look 

forward to next year. 

Once again if you have anything to say please say it! 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New year to you all. 

Cheers 4 Now 

Helen. 

Editorial 

Lets all pray for a little more light in our lives in 2023. 
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Pretoria and Jo’burg Christmas Lunch  

At the Bryanston Country Club 

Footnote: I grew up in Bryanston, and the last time I was at 

Bryanston Country Club, was in ‘74, when we used to ride our 

horses there from Lonehill koppie, have a cold drink and ride 

home again. Times have changed a little since then! 



 

Chairman’s Chat  
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Hi everybody. 

Just an update on what I’ve been up to the last month. It all started with the attempt to 

introduce the long membership awards and me requesting the membership list, well what 

a shock, the list was in terrible shape with many names missing, for example we had 

member 1 Graham Cheetham, 2 John Dobbins, 7 Rene de Villiers then number 34 then 

70 then 150 then 220 etc, where are and who were the members in between. How do we 

fix it and get it up to date. I sent each centre the master list together with a list of their 

known members and asked them to supply us with updated members status i.e. Active, 

No Longer a Member, Deceased etc contact number and email address. A big thank you 

to KZN, Border and Garden Route for the info so far. The rest I'm still waiting for. Then 

somebody either John or Rene mentioned that the SABRINA’s used to welcome new mem-

bers, well that’s where I had a moment of total lunacy. John Dobbins kindly lent me all the 

SABRINA’s from 1977 to 1983 and I started going through each one adding the names 

welcomed in each newsletter. That’s when total madness set in, and I thought “we don’t 

have an archive of SABRINA’s before the December 2016 edition. I decided to start again 

and scan each SABRINA into a file that can be archived and hopefully placed on the web-

site (when we find a way to make the files smaller). 

So, from the 16 October till the 30 October, I scanned all SABRINA’s from September 

1977 until December 1983 and added over 500 hundred names onto the membership 

list. 

Although I’ve been told on numerous occasions “you are spending too much time on the 

computer”, it has been an absolute blast traveling back in time to find the following. 

1 The wire gauge used for staples in the 70’s and 80’s was lot thicker than what is used 

today making their removal difficult. 

2 The same members names crop up newsletter after newsletter as doing all the work to 

promote the club and organize events. 

3 Members had massive amounts of time on their hands in 1977 to 1983 to produce 

long, mostly 50 page, newsletters typed on old typewriters. Yes at least twenty-five pages 

were copied illegally from one or other car magazine or manual, but still a huge amount of 

work.  Only once did I read Graham Cheetham mention that it’s got to the stage that at 

work, he’s spending every lunch hour working on club matters and the newsletter. 

4 The quality of copies that copy machines produced in those times was extremely poor, 

as can be seen, especially with the copies of photographs. 

5 Either typewriter ribbons were very expensive, therefore seldom replaced or some peo-

ple couldn’t hit the manual typewriter keys hard enough to produce a legible page of type. 

6 John Dobbins did not get grumpy with old age but has always been grumpy, to prove my 

point a quote” FROM THE CHAIR” John Dobbins in the November 1981 SABRINA, 

“So when you are upset that something is not to your liking, pause for a minute, think if 

there is some way you can sort it out and then get off your xxxx and do something about 

it, help will always be welcome”. 
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7 Both Pretoria and Johannesburg centres have felt that over the last few years (not talk-

ing covid years) the interest in runs and Noggins has been wanning. But then I saw that in 

Sabrina May 1980, Alan Grant states that they are having great turn outs with 30 people, 

which listed my spirits, a bit, as we are not doing bad getting 20 to 25 people attending 

on a regular basis now. 

Well, that’s it for my ramblings in this Sbrina, except to say that KZN are hard at work or-

ganizing the Nationals for 2024, and have intimated that there may be a possibility for 

attendees to stay a full week at the venue to make it a holiday, if so desired. But more on 

that once the venue has been finalised. 

 

The national committee wishes all members and their families a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy new year. 

Until next time, please keep safe during the silly season. 

Gary  

Chairman’s Chat  cont’d 



 

Triumph Centenary Celebration—2023. 

Triumph Centenary Celebration 18-21 March 2023 

 

The Garden Route Triumph club will celebrate the anniversary of the Triumph motorcar in the 

beautiful surroundings of Hartenbos/Mosselbaai. Accommodation is available in the 

Hartenbos ATKV resort. Many of the club's members stayed here during the 2016 National 

Gathering and will know just what a great location it is, right on the beach, but will be pleasant-

ly surprised to see how it has been transformed into a world class resort.  All members of the 

TSCC as well as members of the public who own a Triumph car are invited to join in our cele-

bration. This is not just a club event but is open to all owners of Triumph cars because we wish 

to attract as many Triumph owners for this important celebration as possible. 

All those who wish to attend will be responsible for booking their own accommodation with the 

AKTV but we will take care of the rest. We do urge you to book your accommodation as early as 

possible because March is a very popular month for older people who wish to avoid the crowds 

over the peak December/ January season.  Book by email : hartenbos@atkv.org.za and men-

tion that it is for the Triumph Club.  

We have tried to make the event as affordable as possible and the cost covers only the ex-

penses incurred. 

The cost of the 3 day Centenary celebration, accommodation excluded, is R2100 per couple or 

R1100 single.  

 

We hope that you will find the programme that we have prepared enjoyable and interesting 

and will share a short celebration and holiday with us.  

 

Sat 18 March : Arrival and check in 

Welcome gathering at the Lapa and pub of Die Koswerf where finger snacks and Canapes will 

be served. “Die Koswerf” is  the ATKV’s own, new restaurant, just a short walk from our accom-

modation, the beach and where we will take meals.  

Sun 19 March :  

Breakfast at Die Koswerf 

Display of Triumphs for Centenary commemorative photographs  

lunch for own account  

Afternoon drive to Mossel Bay, the Point and Cape St Blaize lighthouse 

Dinner : Braai at Die Koswerf, Hartenbos 

Mon  20 March  

Breakfast at Die Koswerf 

Scenic Drive ending with: 

Visit to Kobus Halliday classic car Collection (over 100 spectacular Classics- mostly from USA)  

Lunch : Boerie roll 

Gala Evening and dinner 

Tues 21 March :  Depart for home. 
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ATKV Resort info and Layout 

mailto:hartenbos@atkv.org.za
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Triumph Centenary Celebration—2023! 

Attached for your information is a schedule of the accommodation rates for the period. Rate 

2 is applicable for our stay but do be sure, when booking, to ask for the 10% pensioner’s  

discount. Also included is a layout of the accommodation units. We recommend units  

104 - 127 as well as 128 - 151  as these are close to all amenities and where things will 

happen. These units are either 2 Bed with bathroom 2RBB or 2 bedroom 6 Bed 6RU/6RB as 

ringed on the layout.  

 

Meals Provided. So that you will know that you will get value for money; here are the menus 

for our meals. Welcome gathering 18 March: This will be finger snacks including Bacon and 

Green Fig Bruchettas; Spinach and Feta Quiches; Mini Samoosas; springrolls; Mince fri-

kadells; BBQ Chicken wings; Cheese and onion pinwheels; selection of cheeses; Custards 

Eclairs; Chocolate Brownies 

Dinner : 19 March Braai at Die Koswerf lapa. Mini roosterkoekies; 5 Spice lamb chops;  

Boerewors; Mustards and Honey Chicken sosaties; fesh salad, home made garlic bread  

followed by Chocolate pudding with custard. 

Lunch 20 March. Boerewors rolls 

20 March : Gala Evening. Starter: Platters on tables with selection of Cheese, pate’s ; beef 

eclairs and cocktail sandwiches 

Main: Grilled Steak in Rosemary and Red wine sauce; Lemon and Thyme Chicken; Savoury 

rice; Roast Mediterranean vegetables; Greek salad; Warm Potato Salad with dill cucumbers 

Dessert : Cheesecake with fruit coulis 

 

An entry form for the event is attached. Please complete and return to  

cookdennis001@gmail.com  

  

You can find much more information about Hartenbos at https://hartenbos.co.za/home/ 

A short walk from the accommodation you will find a choice of 7 restaurants, Pick ‘n Pay  

and Pick ‘n Pay liquor, as well as a number of useful shops, pharmacy etc where you can get 

almost anything that you may need during your stay. 

 

Below you will find a close-up diagram of the recommended accommodation units from 

which to choose. 

mailto:cookdennis001@gmail.com
https://hartenbos.co.za/home/
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Triumph Centenary—Entry Form 

Triumph Sports Car Club; Garden Route 

Entry form: Centenary Celebration 18-21 March 2023 -Hartenbos 

Name of entrant :  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…… 

Name of partner/spouse:  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

… 

Address : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

… 

Email : ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Member of TSCC of SA?             Yes/No 

If yes : Which TSCC Centre ? 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Model/year  of Triumph (s) to be exhibited 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………… 

Additional information about car 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………… 

Special Dietary requirements? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………. 

Cost of celebration :R2100 couple/ R1100 single paid into account below with reference : Surname 

100 

Includes meals as specified and commemorative dashboard plaque 

FNB Cheque account: Heinz Koncki 

Account number : 62116920184 branch Code 250655 

 

Send completed entry form to :  cookdennis001@gmail.com  

mailto:cookdennis001@gmail.com
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Garden Route Centre Report- November 2022 

Looking back on the past year we lost 2 members but gained another 2; both well known in the 

Club.  Ed Grondel is a former treasurer of the Club with a Yellow TR3A and Ron Harris who lives 

in Riversdale and has a very pretty Vitesse convertible. 

There is plenty of motoring activity here and Garden Route Triumph Club members are all mem-

bers of one or more otherer Clubs; preferring to have a Triumph event only every second 

month. We held 5 events during the year including the George Old Motor Show.  Our centre put 

on a good show at the George Old car show, especially considering our small numbers, and Bri-

an Gibson’s beautiful Red 1947 Roadster attracted much attention and publicity for the Club. 

Our social events started with a festive lunch in the Wilderness, also celebrating Cathy’s birth-

day. April saw an enjoyable weekend away in Stilbaai, close enough to attract Gordon out of his 

Karoo farm,  and Ron inhis Vitesse, and where a non club TR3A owner from Swellendam joined 

us for dinner. June featured a braai alongside the lagoon at Sedgefield with discussion of the 

planned 2023 Centenary celebration and September a well supported Pizza and gelato lunch 

in Plett.  

We have been able to get through the year without a bank account, making use of our Treasur-

er’s personal savings accounts to save bank costs.  Our simplified approach to club matters 

seems to be working well.  

Brian Gibson is enthusiastically tackling a full-on restoration of the famed Italia and, during the 

year, also acquired a beautifully rebuilt Valencia Blue TR4A from Gavin Turner.  Heinz lost a 

hard-fought battle with his panelbeater and had to take his TR6 away to someone who has 

done a very professional job. When he can take time off from the kitchen, Heinz is hard and 

work to produce yet another masterpiece.  Nols made good progress on rebuilding his well-

known Mistress (aka TR4A) until he decided to build a house for his daughter and son in law in 

Hartenbos so progress was curtailed for some months, but at least they will be bringing a Spit-

fire Mk4 with them. The TR4A is looking splendid and we do hope that Nols will finish it before 

our Centenary celebrations. Geoff Bowers found that the only way to get a decent rebuild of his 

TR3 motor was to do it himself and his car should be back on the road soon. Personally, after 

who knows how many months of struggling with my Rover V8 engined Stag, it is now fully sort-

ed and an absolute pleasure to drive. Fitting a 38 DCD Weber carb to the 3.5 V8 has made a 

big difference.  

 

Regards to all and Hap-

py Christmas from the 

Garden Route.  

Regional News—Garden Route 

Cost of celebration :R2100 couple/ R1100 single paid into account below with reference : Surname 

mailto:cookdennis001@gmail.com
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Drive Your Triumph Day. 

 

Dear Triumph Sports Car Club Member, Family and Friends, 

 

DRIVE YOUR TRIUMPH DAY, 10TH FEBRUARY 2023 

 

An auspicious day in the Triumph Car Calendar is 10th February, this being the birthday of Sir John 

Black, the mover and shaker of the TR-Range of Triumph Sports Cars.  Fellow Triumph enthusiast, 

Canadian  Rye Livingston chose this day to encourage all fellow Triumph enthusiasts, world-wide, 

to use their Triumph cars.  And, if your car cannot be out-and-about on the day, to just tell every-

one something about your car/s.  You are then invited to send your story and photos to Rye at his 

email address, that being  driveyourtriumphday@gmail.com    Rye then publishes all contributions 

on the internet for all to enjoy.  From humble beginnings a few years ago, some 400 enthusiasts 

took part in February 2022 resulting in an absolute feast of Triumph cars of all shapes and col-

ours. 

   

Whilst it is a well-known fact that the Braamfontein/Hillbrow Ridge in Johannesburg is the water-

shed for rivers in Gauteng/Transvaal  (all rivers to the north of this point flow into the Limpopo 

catchment area and eventually into the Indian Ocean, whilst all rivers to the south flow into the 

Vaal/Orange River basins and eventually into the Atlantic Ocean),  it is a lesser known fact that 

the highest point in Gauteng is to be found in the Suikerbosrand Nature Reserve south of Johan-

nesburg.   For the Drive Your Triumph Day celebrations on Friday, 10th February 2023 I plan to 

drive my TR3 to this high point and to duly submit my photos to Rye Livingston.  

  

Anyone and everyone is welcome to join me in this venture which you can attend in addition to 

any other 2023 Centenary Celebrations you may be planning.  We will meet at 10:00 on the 

day  at the main entrance to the Suikerbosrand Nature Reserve which is located on the 

R550.  This is an east/west road  which runs from the N3 in the east to the old Everite factory on 

the R59,  which, in turn, is the main road between Johannesburg and Meyerton.   From Pretoria 

you could use the N3 (south), and near Alberton branch off on to the N12, and from there on to 

the R59.  From the East Rand you could use the N17 (west) and near Alberton switch to the N12 

and from there on to the R59.  From the West Rand you would use the N1 (south) branch off on 

to the N12 and from there on to the R59.   It is thus very accessible from all directions.  The en-

trance fee is about R45,00 per person. 

 

By way of an appetiser to the planned outing in 2023, Helen Flynn,  Editor of Sabrina, has agreed 

to (re-)publish my modest contributions to the Drive Your Triumph Day for the years 2020; 2021 

and 2022.  I call these three contributions my “Gold Trilogy” as each of them has something to do 

with the discovery of the greatest gold-mining bonanza the world has ever witnessed, and which 

was set to become the springboard of the lions’ share of wealth creation in South Africa.  

   

It is true, as Eric Fletcher has reminded me, that there were diggings for gold in the Transvaal 

from the early 1880’s.  The Confidence Reef of the brothers Fred and Harry Struben in the Roode-

poort area was but one of many such.   As and aside, it is well worth visiting some very old hand-

dug mine shafts which have been preserved in the Kloofendal Nature Reserve in the Roodepoort/

Krugersdorp vicinity.  However, it is doubtful if England at the conference in 1884, (and following 

the trouncing they got in February 1881 at Majuba),  would have given the Transvaal even the 

limited independence  (suzerainty vs. sovereignty) they did had they had any inkling of what was 

to happen a scant two years later in 1886 when George Harrison and George Walker discovered 

the Main Reef in Langlaagte.  Little did these two itinerant prospectors/handymen know what 

they had found.  The enigmatic George Harrison sold his claim for BrgStg 10.00 only to disappear 

mailto:driveyourtriumphday@gmail.com


Little did these two itinerant prospectors/handymen know what they had found.  The enigmatic 

George Harrison sold his claim for BrgStg 10.00 only to disappear without a trace shortly there-

after.  Years later, George Walker,  by then an ordinary, impoverished citizen,  composed a sworn 

statement averring that it was he and not Harrison who actually discovered the Main Reef. 

 

My first contribution, in 2020,  thus centred in and around Langlaagte which is also the place 

where General Koos de la Rey was shot to death at a road block by a policeman on duty on 15th 

September 1914 just prior to the Armed Rebellion in South Africa which took place during World 

War I. 

In February 2021 I visited the old Central Business District of Johannesburg in what was in its 

hey-day known as Diagonal Street, that being the location of the Johannesburg Stock Exchange 

until the exchange re-located to Sandton.  One of the original gold ore stamp mills has been re-

stored to its near-former glory and has been erected here.    

On 10th February 2022 Eddie Steele and I visited Settler’s Park near the Eastgate shopping cen-

tre.   This park is the site of a multi-life sized statue of George Harrison, depicting him holding up 

a clump of gold-bearing ore. 

 

Which brings us back to 2023 and our planned trip to the highest point in Gauteng.  We look for-

ward to seeing you there. 

Regards, 

René de Villiers, 

Triumph Sports Car Club, 

Johannesburg Regional Centre. 
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The Gold Trilogy ! 
Rye Livingston, 

Activities Chairman, 

Triumph Travellers Sports Car Club 

Northern California. 

USA. 

Hello Rye, 

DRIVE YOUR TRIUMPH DAY  10th February 2020.  

Congratulations on your initiative to which I would like to make my own modest contribution. 

 

I am sending you three photographs I took today.   

The first two form a set and were taken at the spot where gold was first discovered in South Africa in 

1886.   

The third photograph was taken at the spot where General Koos de la Rey, known as The Lion of West-

ern Transvaal, a General at the time of the 1914 Rebellion in South Africa was accidentally shot to 

death on 15th September 1914 at a road block set up for a gang of bank robbers. 

All three photos were taken in an area named Langlaagte  (In English:  Longdale or Long Glen) just 

west of Johannesburg. 

 

Permit me to expand on both themes: 
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The 2020 drive. 

Gold discovered. 

Prospectors long suspected that there was gold to be found in the ridge named Witwaters-

rand  (The Ridge of White Waters). The ridge is, in fact, the watershed for rivers in the Transvaal 

(today known as Gauteng, place of gold).  The exact watershed spot is actually where the 

Constitutional Court of South Africa is located.  At that point all rivers either flow into the Indian 

Ocean or into the Atlantic Ocean.  In 1886 two itinerant prospectors, George Harrison and 

George Walker stumbled across the outcropping which was destined to become by far the  

largest and richest gold bonanza the world has ever known.  Within a year or two 10 000 steam 

driven stamp mills were in operation on the approximately 50 kilometre long gold reef  

stretching from Randfontein in the west to Springs in the east going at it day and night. 

By the time of the Empire Exhibition of 1939 nearly all of these stamp mills had disappeared, 

making way for more modern methods of extracting gold from gold bearing ore.  One of the 

then gold magnates, one J.B.Robinson had overseen the dumping of one such stamp mill in a 

deep mine shaft shortly before he retired.  After a search of some seven years involving  

interviews with many ex-miners and the sinking of various shafts the last remaining stamp mill 

was found and restored to its former glory.  In 2003 the George Patterson Park was proclaimed 

in Langlaagte and the stamp mill was erected on the very site where my TR3 was parked  

today.  Over the past twenty years or so, the stamp mill was vandalised and had to be  

re-located yet again.  This time to the Johannesburg City Centre, in Hollard street, site of the old 

Johannesburg Stock Exchange where in a protected environment it stands to this day. 

In the photograph the remnants of the stamp mill monument can be seen behind my car. 

My arrival at the scene did not 

go unnoticed, however, and 

soon a few young guys who look 

after the site (or so they told 

me) appeared on the scene.  To 

paraphrase Oliver Goldsmith, 

the car:  “…..amazed the gazing 

rustics ranged around…”.  With-

in moments cellular phones 

which are far more up-to-date 

than my own appeared and 

multiple selfies were taken.   I 

took one such photo with all the 

interested parties posing with 

the car.  Doubtless the photos taken will be the subject of many a dinner party. 

I then thought it may be a good idea to nip 

into the city centre for a picture of the actual 

stamp mill.  I was a bit concerned that the 

trusty old Massey-Ferguson engine may 

overheat in the dense traffic down town, but 

thought it may be a good idea to give it a try 

anyway.  I set off along the Main Reef Road 

but in the thick of traffic was witness to a 

car accident right in front of me.  That was 

the final straw.  A quick right turn and I was 

on my way home where the TR3 is once 

again safely parked in its garage.  

The Gold Trilogy ! 
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The 1914 Rebellion. 

When the First World War broke out at the end of July 1914, many of the burgers who had fought 

in the Anglo Boer War of 1899 to 1902 saw this as an opportunity to win back their independ-

ence which they had lost to Britain in said war.  But many things had changed in the intervening 

decade.  One of the 1902 Bitter-ender Boer generals, Louis Botha, had become Prime Minister of 

the recently formed (1910) Union of South Africa, and another, General Jan Smuts had become 

Minister of Defence in the Union government.   Both these gents favoured staying in the British 

Empire.  Generals Christiaan de Wet  (arguably the founder of modern guerrilla warfare) and 

Christiaan Beyers were, ostensibly in favour of breaking away from the Empire.  General Koos de 

la Rey , one of, if not the, moral leader in the country was undecided.  When the South African 

Parliament decided to invade South West Africa talk of rebellion was in the air throughout the 

country.    

In the interim a gang of bank robbers, known as the Foster gang  was active in Cape Town and 

then shifted their focus to the Witwatersrand.  In the process the gang killed a policeman,  a 

 definite capital crime.  Various road blocks were set up to catch members of the gang who,  

Bonnie and Clyde-style was making a run for it.  At one of the road blocks near Germiston on the 

east Rand a doctor Grace and his wife were shot to death accidentally and the word was out that 

police were not to shoot on sight, but to stop and detain.  As a matter of interest, Dr Grace was 

the brother of W.C. Grace the most famous English cricket player at the time, if not of all 

time.   The stop and detain order did not reach the police at the Langlaagte station road 

block.  Generals Beyers and de la Rey were travelling from Pretoria to Potchestroom in the  

western Transvaal.  When they encountered the various road blocks they presumed that these 

were set up by their erstwhile colleague, Jan Smuts, in an attempt to catch General Beyers who 

was the head of the citizen Force.  Said general had, that very day, resigned his commission and 

Smuts was, apparently afraid Beyers would take the citizen force with him in a rebellion.  As an 

ordinary  citizen Beyers would not be a traitor who could be shot on sight.  So, the generals ig-

nored the road blocks. 

Unfortunately, as stated,  the police at Langlaagte did not receive the revised order and when the 

1912 Daimler carrying the chauffeur driven generals went through the road block the policeman 

on duty took a shot at the right rear wheel, missed, and the ricochet bullet entered the car and de 

la Rey was killed instantly.   Had he lived, there is no doubt that he would have had a major  

influence on the Rebellion, one way or the other. 

The Rebellion of 1914 did take place, but the now aged Christiaan de Wet and his men on 

 horseback were no match for Louis Botha’s newly created motorised army. Within a matter of 

months the rebellion was suppressed and it’s leaders imprisoned.  Genl. Beyers drowned in the 

Vaal River on 8th December 1914 and thus the only source of what exactly happened on that  

fateful day was silenced.  To this day many people believe that Jan Smuts had planned to do 

away with Genl de la Rey. 

Within the following week the Foster gang took refuge in a cave in Kensington east of the city 

 centre where they were cornered and where they committed suicide rather than to be taken into 

custody. 

The attached photograph was taken from 

approximately the spot where the bullet en-

tered the car, and it shows various granite 

plaques affixed to the wall of the Langlaagte 

Railway Station commemorating the 

 centenary of the events of 15th September 

1914.  
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The 2021 drive. 

Rye Livingstone, 

Drive Your Triumph Day 2021, 

Canada. 

 

 

Hello Rye, 

There is a saying “A day late and a Dollar short”, and that is a bit of how I feel today,  BUT with 

good reason. 

My internet connection was interrupted for a few weeks in recent times, and I was thus not able 

to submit my contribution to the Drive Your Triumph Day in good time. 

Which is what I am doing now, with apologies for the late submission. 

Also, I apologise for the incorrect date which appears on the two photographs attached. 

 

You may recall that last year  (February 2020) I submitted a photograph of the spot where the 

Main Reef of gold was discovered by George Harrison in Langlaagte  (“Long Valley”), Johannes-

burg in 1886. 

 

This year I ventured into the heart of the old Johannesburg central business district which, 

since the 1980’s, moved about twenty miles north, to a newly developed area named Sandton. 

 

My 1958 TR3 , which I have owned since 1969, (Commission number  TS9303E;  low port “Le 

Mans” head with 1 ¾ inch carbs;  factory fitted overdrive),  and which appears on the first  

photograph is parked in front of a restored stamp mill.  In its hey-day there were up to 10 000 

of these stamp mills at work on the Reef – clearly in the days before anti-noise pollution  

regulations!  This particular stamp mill was retrieved from a mine shaft into which it had been 

dumped in or about 1910, and was restored and exhibited at the (British) Empire Exhibition in 

1936, which was held when Johannesburg turned fifty.  It was again/further restored in the 

1970’s and moved from its initial spot in Langlaagte to where it stands today. 

The pedestrian boulevard on which it is erected is named Hollard Street which in its own  

hey-day was the financial hub of Johannesburg,  and the South African equivalent of New York’s 

Wall Street.   

The second photograph is of a sort of schematic depiction of a Bull and Bear, with the bull 

pushing up and the bear pushing down.  This statue was erected directly outside the old  

Johannesburg Stock Exchange in Hollard Street and is a scant twenty paces from the stamp 

mill. 

Not very visible on the Bull/Bear photo is a (repaired) crack in the concrete just above the bull’s 

head.  It so happened that this crack first appeared at the time of an early stock market crash, 

which gave rise to many amusing  newspaper articles at the time on the topic of stock market 

volatility, and on how to predict stock market movements. 

 

I look forward to 10th February 2022. 

 

Kind regards, René de Villiers.  

The Gold Trilogy ! 
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DRIVE YOUR TRIUMPH DAY 10TH FEBRUARY 2022 

 

In keeping with the “early gold discoveries in South Africa” theme of previous years, long-time 

Triumph Club Member Eddie Steele,  myself and my cousin Japie de Villiers, took ourselves off 

early this morning and headed for Settlers Park near the Eastgate Shopping Centre in  

Bedfordview, Johannesburg, site of the three-times life size statue of George Harrison who  

discovered the first meaningful deposit of gold on the Witwatersrand in 1886. 

Whilst the statue itself stands un-vandalised, the brass plaques on the sides of the plinth have, 

predictably, long since disappeared.  The park itself is in a sad state of upkeep, but at least the 

municipality had got around to cutting the knee deep Kikuyu grass. Maybe it is a good thing 

that the park and the statue are a bit run down, because that shows that it is not on some  

politician’s target list for re-naming and statue removal.  Normally, the word “Settler” is  

equivalent to waving the proverbial red rag as regards members of the current regime. 

Access to the park by car posed a bit of a challenge, especially for low clearance TR’s since 

there is no actual culvert.  To overcome this handicap we trundled along a few stout planks and 

fashioned a rudimentary ramp so as to get on top of the kerb stones.  Clearly we could not 

leave the planks in situ during our visit because they would no longer have been there upon our 

exiting the park.  So, that meant we had to do a bit of off and on loading.  In the end all went 

well. 

The photo herewith shows old George in full mining prospector’s garb, complete with puttees, 

boots and pick axe, etc.  In real life it is doubtful that he wore anything like this idealised kit.  He 

holds what one assumes is a clump of gold bearing ore, in a stance reminiscent of statues in 

the defunct USSR.  Whilst his partner (of sorts) George Walker was still around on the Reef in 

the 1920’s, George Harrison disappeared soon after the discovery, without a trace,  never to be 

heard of again.  Maybe he returned to Australia.  Or, maybe the lions got to him. 

The white TR4A belongs to Eddie Steele (on the left, black jacket with red lapels).  I am half  

sitting on my dark blue TR3 which has been in my possession continuously since 1968 – which 

I believe is some sort of record in South Africa. 

Until next year, 

Kind regards,  

René de Villiers, 

 

(My car is a 1958 TR3 with factory 
fitted  an “A”-type overdrive. It has 
a low port head but has 1 ¾” SU 
carburettors, in other words it has 
the Le Mans cylinder head.  It’s 
commission number is TS 9054E, 
therefore one of the first 500 TR3’s 
built.  It has a combined brake/
clutch master cylinder, but I have 
fitted disc brakes at the front.  The 
windscreen wiper motor is mount-
ed on the right hand side.  The car 
is, of course, a right hand drive 
model.  I have owned it since 
1969, and have probably had my 
car the longest of all TR’s in South 
Africa.) 

The Gold Trilogy ! 
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On the evening of the 16th December, Helen and I joined the famed “Lawley Street, Waterk-

loof, Pretoria, Christmas Lights Run” 

 

This time we decided to join one of the classic car groups, who decided that we should ‘make 

up our cars with Christmas decorations and Christmas lights’………………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We all met at Johann Rissik drive (not far from Lawlwy Street) to decorate our cars and get 

ready to drive off to Lawley street in convoy.Our driving from different locations would not be 

advisable! (have you ever tried to drive a Christmas Tree!) 

Cars decorated, we convoyed slowly to Lawley street, “lights on”, with much fan fare from the 

spectators, as the weather was quite favourable that moment on that evening. 

The only down side was that the weather earlier had been rainy and cloudy, which had prompt-

ed me to put the Stag’s hard roof on, which I seldom do…….Open top would have been really 

better, but as the wife pointed out:- better to be dry and happy than wet and unhappy. 

It was a great idea to “light up the cars” and have Christmas Cheer all around……. 

Happy Christmas  

Bill & Helen. 

The Stag and the Christmas Lights 


