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Index 

Notes: Reminder….Reminder….Reminder 

 

REGISTER YOUR TRIUMPHS ON THE WEBSITE! 

 

https://triumphclubsa.com 

More Notes: 

Deadline ‘your articles’ for December Sabrina: 30th November 2022 

 

In the Next Issue: Christmas Cheer! The End of Another Year 

 

Website: https://triumphclubsa.com 

Webmaster: webmaster@triumphclubsa.com 

 

N.B. SABRINA is on the website, under the tab Newsletters. 

https://triumphclubsa.com/
https://triumphclubsa.com/
mailto:webmaster@triumphclubsa.com
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Greeting Everyone 

Welcome to the coming Summer and this     

September 2022 issue of Sabrina. 

To quote from a previous editor’s editorial— 

Ken Boss: “ It often happens that when it is time 

again to put together another Sabrina, I have no 

idea what to put in the editorial. This time I do have something to say.” - June 1998 

Ken went on to discuss some interesting and happy things and then he also had 

some stern words for the Sabrina readers. 

So as one of my predecessors has stated, I will now do the same………… 

I do have something to say:-  

Firstly, A big Thank You to the National Committee and the centre chairmen for the 

proposal of a new dedicated computer for the publication of Sabrina. 

I am having a great and challenging time with this new computer, producing            

September for you. Great, because it’s all new and shiny and works like a bomb, AND 

because the budget was R15k and I only spent R10 and a bit, and that comprised, full 

support– software and hardware 24/7, including site visits to my place if necessary and 

all the software I could possibly need to produce the Sabrina’s. If that’s not a bargain, 

then I’m not your editor. 

Challenging, because everything is in a different place than what I am used to, and 

Windows 11 is not like Windows 10…….so I’ve been driving a TR7 and  suddenly I get 

to drive a Ferrari, Mclaren, F1 racing car, I sometimes loose it in the corners, or the 

gear-changing, and even applying the breaks at times, I tend to overshoot the mark too! 

But it sure as h…..is fun. 

Those were the interesting and happy thoughts…...now Ken Boss stated; and I quote: 

“Please remember that I am more defiant than ever on your articles/contributions,      

because we don’t only have a standaard to maintain, but one to improve upon. Please do 

not imagine that Sabrina will manage without that letter or article you have thought 

about writing, but have not got around to doing. Give it a go, and do it now!              

Photographs and drawings are welcome.” 

 

 

Editorial 
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Unfortunately Ken Boss (a great man and talented editor) has passed on, but I haven’t. 

I did put a lot of effort into producing your June edition for you, and tried to make it as 

Fun and interesting to show off the 2022 National Gathering. 

It was also placed on our newly updated and fantastic website…...Thank You JAWS, 

John Austin-Williams, you have done and are doing a sterling job with our website. 

Well Done! 

…….and here’s the BUT, I only received 3 comments about June 2022 Sabrina and no 

input for this September edition of Sabrina. 

 

Your National Chairman Gary Booyens, is putting a lot of effort into his role, and has 

created some great Whats App groups, which I see you are all using much better. 

JAWS has got the website singing like a bird,... so guys all over the country, “give it a 

go, and do it now!”  and support the people who are trying (our) best to make your   

Triumph marque experience, 21st century compliant and above all FUN…..in as many 

ways as we can. 

 

Sincerely 

Your Editor 

Helen 

P.S. Please send me your articles, comments, thoughts etc… via email. Thank You. 

flynnstonefarm@gmail.com 

P.P.S—2023 is the 100th Anniversary of Triumph, so this September 2022 edition is 

just giving you a gentle reminder and hint about what next year may hold.  

Next year in the Sabrina’s that will appear on the website, I will be featuring; 

 100 years of Triumph 

 Sabrina Pays Tribute to the Triumph Marque 

 Triumphs in South Africa and Triumphs Abroad 

 Icons 

 The Factories 

 Triumphs in Motorsport 

 Celebrations around the Country 

 Your individual contributions—which centre will park 100 Triumphs? 

  

So everyone, please start sending me your Triumph thoughts. Thank You. 

Helen 

  

 

mailto:flynnstonefarm@gmail.com
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Hi everybody, it’s me again, time as usual is flying by but fortunately we are 

heading towards spring and hopefully some warmer weather which makes    

working in the garage a lot more pleasant. 

The National committee has been at work on a number of items which we feel 

will be a benefit to members Namely: 

Our Website: https://triumphclubsa.com/ 

The website is up to date and running thanks to the work of our webmaster 

JAWS (John Austin-Williams). On the website you will find the SABRINA’s from 

Dec 2016 to Sept 2022. A future project will be seeing if we can scan and load the 

earlier ones. 

A new section in on the website is Register Your Triumph, a more in-depth       

explanation a bit later. 

 

I’m also hoping that by the time this SABRINA is published we will have a link 

on the website which when pressed will open and play the video that was shown 

on the evening of memories at the 2022 Golden Gate Nationals. Two reasons we 

are doing it this way, firstly, it’s the easiest and most cost-effective way to        

distribute the video. Secondly, it’s what’s called a Sneak Attack, so to have the 

video at your beck and call to watch whenever you feeling nostalgic you have to 

go onto the website. While on the website you might as well have a look at the 

other pages and register your Triumph. Brilliant way to get website traffic, I 

think. 

We will also post a video (more still photos) of one of our ex-member’s,             

Cliff Turnbull’s, time with the recently restored TR2 commission Number TS2 

the first right hand drive TR built. 

 

WhatsApp 

We have two National WhatsApp groups namely, Chat SA TSCC and Triumph 

Club SA. The chat group is a free for all chat between members from all regions, 

jokes, request for spares, basically anything goes. The Triumph Club SA group we 

wish to keep for only Triumph related posts and communication to the members 

from the committee. 

 

If you are not on the groups 

and wish to be, please send me 

a message to 0824455111     

alternately for a short period 

any of your mates that are on 

the group can add you. 

 

https://triumphclubsa.com/
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REGISTER YOUR TRIUMPH. 

As stated earlier there is a section now on the website “Register Your Triumph”. 

First question we got asked is why again, we’ve done it before, well here’s why. 

Nols for many many years did a fantastic job of keeping a register of Triumphs in 

South Africa. Unfortunately, our members and other Triumph owners let him 

down, he wasn’t advised when Triumph owners passed away, sold their cars, 

changed address or phone numbers, emigrated, or the car was sold and exported. 

This anomaly came to light when Jaws tried to find 100 cars and their owners in 

the Johannesburg and Pretoria area for a celebration of 100 years of Triumph 

next year. 

So, between Ed Gurnell (The new Registrar) and JAWS (webmaster) they 

hatched a plan to do a census of members and non-member cars. They then     

added “Register Your Triumph” on the website to make everyone’s job as    

simple and easy as possible. 

Go on to the website (Again https://triumphclubsa.com/) 

Press on the Heading 

Register Your Triumph  

Fill in the form  

Press Submit 

Ed gets the information. One or two keystrokes by Ed and the information is 

sorted and placed into an excel spread sheet. (These IT nerdy guys are clever!) 

Very little of the information requested is mandatory, so if you can’t find or don’t 

know any of the information requested leave it out, we will complete that portion 

at a later date. 

A big thank you to those who have registered their cars so far, we had               

information on 57 cars and their owners in just over a week. KZN and Border 

were lagging behind a bit, hopefully they will catch up after reading this          

SABRINA. 

Long Membership Recognition. 

 The design is in the final stages. Now the most difficult part, we are going to 

need regional chairman, or someone appointed by them to please send me a list of 

members indicating how many years they have been members of the Triumph 

Club.  

I have had comments from some members that they are not interested in another 

award/recognition for long service. I do take cognisance of what they have said, 

however, the long membership recognition was proposed and accepted at the 

2022 BGM and it would therefore be remiss of the committee not to go ahead. 

Any comments, ideas, please contact me on 0824455111 or either 

gcb@netactive.co.za      webmaster@triumphclubsa.com 

Enjoy Your Triumph’s and drive safe 

Chairman’s Chat  cont’d 

https://triumphclubsa.com/
mailto:gcb@netactive.co.za
mailto:webmaster@triumphclubsa.com


 

Garden Route Centre—News  RECAP. 

A Centenary of Triumph 
 

The Triumph Motor company manufactured its first car in 1923. They           

manufactured a range of very beautiful but expensive cars which led to the      

demise of the company in 1939. WW II saw all motoring manufacture being 

paused and in November 1944 what was left of the Triumph Motor company was 

bought by The Standard Motor Company.  

 

The Triumph Sports car Club of South Africa, and its predecessor the                

TR Register of SA, has been curating and enjoying the wonderful sports cars and 

saloons bearing the Triumph badge for about half a century. The Garden Route 

Triumph Club has decided that the Triumph Marque’s auspicious Centenary 

should be celebrated.  It was our intention to organise some sort of regional   

gathering of Triumph owners to commemorate the occasion.  Nols Pienaar, the 

past oraniser of a number of special celebrations mentioned the plan at the      

recent BGM at Golden Gate and found that there were those from further afield 

who would also be interested in such an event. The Garden Route centre thus 

plans to organise a celebration in 2023 that will be open to all owners of     

Triumph cars. 

 

The Centenary celebration will be held from 18-21 March 2023 at ATKV 

Hartenbos, where the 2016 National Gathering was held. I might mention that 

Pine Lake Marina, Swartvlei, the venue of a National Gathering in 1984, was  

favoured but the owners are about to convert the venue to a retirement village. 

This might be of interest to some as I think it is ideal for the propose and will  

include frail care facilities (but not a workshop) 

 

As part of the celebration, we will place the attending Triumph Cars to form a 

100 pattern for photographic purposes and publicity. Older members will recall 

Nols’ very successful 75th anniversary layout at Swartkops air base with more 

than 200 Triumphs.  

Accommodation has been secured 

for the event although final rates 

are not yet available. We are    

preparing a budget but, as you 

may imagine, it is difficult to pin 

down food costs due to the fact 

that the world seems to have gone 

mad. We will try to keep the event 

as affordable as possible to make 

it accessible for many. We          

estimate that we will have costs 

available within a month or so. In 

the meantime, you might want to 

start saving for your 2023 holiday 

and spend a few additional days in this part of the country that we call EDEN. 

If anyone is in a position to organise sponsorship of any part of the event, wine 

for the tables and even regalia, please do help us. 

Cheers from the Garden Route. 
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The history of 75….What will 100 look like! 

TRIUMPH 75  - 1923-1998  - TRIUMPH 75TH ANNIVERSARY FESTIVAL 1998            

PROGRESS REPORT. 

“The Pretoria Centre’s plans for this great event are well on track and a lot of progress has 

been made on this front. 

A festival committee is in place and a considerable amount of deliberation, planning and 

evaluation has already been invested in this event for the next year, we envisage a festival 

package standing on the following three legs: 

The Triumph National Tour (TNT) 

The 11th National Gathering (NG) 

The Grand Anniversary Gathering (GAG) 

 

GRAND ANNIVERSARY GATHERING 

We see this as a culmination of the whole festival, the cherry on the top! Our aim is to get 

250 Triumphs together in one place on one day. This event is open to all Triumph owners, 

not only Triumph members. 

We are currently negotiating with the commanding officer of the air force museum at AFB 

Swartkop in Pretoria. Our application seems to be following a very long and tedious route 

through the command structure, so I am unable to say weather our application is success-

ful. Members will also have the opportunity to have their cars photographed with  some for-

midable aircraft such as a Mirage or the restored Spitfire dating back from WWII. 

A package loke the Triumph Anniversary Festival comes once in a lifetime. Make sure you 

save a little every month, it is only 13 months away. Come on guys, let’s go for 

it!”……………..NOLS.—taken from Sabrina March 1997. 

(The following extracts were taken from the March and September 1997, 

and the June 1998 issues of Sabrina—editor.) 
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The history of 75….What will 100 look like! 
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Speaking of Numbers…….What was next! 

1962—2012 Triumph Spirtfire was 50 
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The history of 75….and the memories ! 

 

So what will the 100 look like ! 



 

 

Page 13 Sabrina Speaking of Numbers…….What was next! 

https://triumphclubsa.com/index.php/register-your-triumph/ 

https://triumphclubsa.com/index.php/register-your-triumph/
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Regional News—Pretoria-Johannesburg 

The Africa QUIZzzzz 
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The Africa QUIZzzz 

Turns out the Italians know more about Africa  

than anyone else! Well done Gino. 



THE BACK PAGE 

Check out the Triumph Whats App groups on your 

phones…...Ed Gurnell posts lots of interesting   

Triumphs………….et al. There’s lots happening on 

Social Media, all the time! 



THE FINAL BACK PAGE 

Her Majesty The Queen has the final word. 

May she Rest in Peace. HRH Queen Elizabeth II  

1926-2022 

His Royal Highness 

King Charles III 

in a Triumph. 


