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!ƭŀƴ DǊŀƴǘΥ ƎǊŀƴǜŀƳϪǿƛȊȊΦŎƻΦȊŀΤ лун онр нфоуΦ 

DŜƻũ YǊƛŜƭΥ нтунфопурпϪǾƻŘŀƳŀƛƭΦŎƻΦȊŀΤ лун фно пурпΦ 
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Lǘ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ƛǎ ƭŀǘŜ ǎƻ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƻ IŜƭŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ delay.              

Retirement is far too busy for me, so maybe I should get back to a day job when I seemed to have more spare 

time. 

Next time we greet it will be at Golden Gate National Gathering. Finally we get to have what should have been 

the 2020 gathering. Norman Bull and his Johannesburg Centre hosting committee are in full swing burning 

the midnight oil. I know that Norman and a contingent were at the venue last week making final arrange-

ments. It certainly is not to late to register, so if you have not yet done so please reconsider. Golden Gate is a 

wonderful corner of our country and has all the ingredients for a lovely get together. Nationals offers us the 

opportunity to reconnect with members country wide at one venue. The atmosphere truly is most warming 

and many stories evolve as the week end progresses. Please let me remind all those of you who received 

floating trophies at the last National Gathering in Bloemfontein to have them engraved and returned to our 

Registrar Nols Pienaar at Golden Gate. If you are in possession of a trophy and will not be attending the    

Golden Gate meeting please make arrangements for delivery by another member or otherwise. I do            

remember in the past that a recipient could not receive the trophy because it was not returned. This is unfair 

to the new recipient and indeed to the organisers. 

National Centres all seem to be making progressive recovery from the ills of the pandemic which is most     

encouraging. A huge thank you to all those committed members who help and participate in the wellbeing of 

the TSCC. 

Looking forward to meeting up at Nationals. Please travel safely. God bless all our members and families. 

Your (òstand in chairmanó),  Geoff 

******************************************************************************  

Hello Everyone 

Here is your March 2022 edition of Sabrina. 

I think that Sabrina is ready for some more real horsepower, and this could be a new challenge for someone 

else. Unfortunately, this is going to be my last editorial, as I will not be able to stand for re-election to this post 

at the upcoming BGM during the 2022 National Gathering. 

My own (personal) horse power in my stables at home have increased from 3 to 6 (for all of you, petrol heads 

out there, that may not seem like a lot of extra horsepower) but for me it requires most of my time and       

attention. Managing and keeping all 24 legs in check and functioning is quite a challenge everyday and to 

maintain õthem horsepowersõ in òconcoursó condition. As all of you ôreal horsepowerõ lovers know when itõs in 

your blood youõll do what it takes to keep the love of the sport (ôcarõ/ ôhorseõ) goingéé.. 

This month however we have a National Gathering to look forward to. 2020 in 2022. 

I have posted the events of the National gathering on page 4. 

It is going to be a GREAT ôGoldõ Nationals with quite a few surprises. I donõt know more than you all do at the 

moment, but Iõm reading between the linesé.. 

As far as the formalities go, the BGM Agenda form Decemberõs Sabrina still stands, and the Registrarõs report 

etc, are all present and accounted for on the pages that follow. 

The rest of Sabrina is dedicated to all of the National Gatherings I have had the privilege of attending. 

Enjoy the òRead Down Memory Lane. ò Cheers. Helen  

$G@HQL@M½R $G@S 

Sabrina Editorial March 2022  



 п 

The first Gathering at Golden Gate was in 1982, followed again in 1988é.and now some 34 years later, we 

have the opportunity of holding our 22nd National Gathering at Golden Gate Highlands Hotel, in the  Clarens 

region. 

 

The National Gathering is scheduled to take place from Friday 29th April through to Tuesday 03  May 2022é

departure . 

Your hosts (Joburg) have been òmicro ò planning this event for 4 yearsé.either we are slow at planning, or 

there were other factors hindering us from hosting this event!!! 

 

AGENDA for the Nationals: 

Friday 29th  April  ééééééééBraai at 6pm (At the Golden Gate Hotel, sponsored by the Johannesburg   

       Centre.) 

Saturday 30th April éééééééChairmanõs meeting at 7:30am (At the Hotel, time to be confirmed.) 

        éééééééLadies Tea at 10.30am (At the Hotel, no charge.) 

                éééééééBGM at 4pm (At the Hotel.) 

                éééééééEntertainment EveningéMemories at 7.30pm (At the Hotel, dinner sponsored 

      by the JHB centre.) 

Sunday 01st May  éééééééConcourse at Clarens Golf Club (meals and drinks are available at the Golf  

      Club---for own account ) 

              éé.éééééAfternoonéé.Driving skills òof a different kindó (Held at the Clarens Golf  

      Club.) 

Monday 02nd MayééééééééThe Amazing Tour.....morning event. (Starts at the Hotel Parking Lot.) 

              ééééééééGala Evening  at 7pmésmart casual, with a touch of gold. (At the Hotel,     

      dinner is included.) 

Tuesday 03rd May ééééééééDeparture. 

A more detailed itinerary will be handed out when you arrive at check in. Breakfast, alunch and Dinner (on 

Sunday night) are available at the hotel or one of the many restaurants in the area. The chalets have          

facilities for self-catering together with braai facilities. We look forward to welcoming Triumph members to 

this long awaited event, where we can spend some time in òcatching upó with friends and chatting                

on Classics. 

National Gathering 2022  
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Dear Triumph Club Member,  The wu-flu pandemic continues to play havoc with our lives with the latest 

variant being the ñomigodò variant.  Whilst the (largely incompetent) powers that be play around with 

dates and waves and statistics us humble folks soldier on as best we can.  Hopefully our much delayed 

National Gathering will take place in 2022, and with this in mind, herewith a reminder of our intended 

BGM. We all hope to see each other then.  Regards. Ren® de Villiers. 

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA                                                                                      

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN OF THE 22nd   BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CLUB, TO BE HELD AT 

THE GOLDEN GATE NATIONAL PARK  HOTEL CONFERENCE FACILITIES,  CLARENS. 

 ON SATURDAY THE 30th APRIL 2022. 

 AGENDA   

 

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES/ATTENDANCE REGISTER/OBITUARIES 

2. MINUTES OF THE 21st   BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING HELD IN THE AUDITORIUM, MASELSPOORT 

    RESORT, BLOEMFONTEIN, ON SATURDAY  28th  APRIL 2018.   (Published in Sabrina,  June 2018) 

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.  

4. PRESIDENTôS REPORT:  To be tabled.  

5. CHAIRMANôS REPORT:  To be tabled. 

6. REGISTRARôS REPORT: To be tabled. 

7.  REPORT: For the years ending 31st December  2018 and 31st December 2019. To be tabled. 

8. EDITOR OF SABRINA REPORT : to be tabled. 

9. SPARES FUND :  A report on the termination of the Spares Fund was published in the                            

December 2018 issue of Sabrina.   

10. GRAHAM CHEETHAM FUND:  Report to be tabled. 

11. SAMCA REPORT:  To be tabled. 

12. CONSTITUTION:   Amendments proposed by the National Committee, per attached.  

   (i)   Deletion of reference to Spares Fund/Spares Fund Administrator. 

   (ii)  Club Secretary:  Position created as a member of National Committee. 

13. GENERAL   

  (i)   Club Insurance Scheme.  Report to be tabled. 

(ii)    Long service awards. Proposal attached. 

(iii)   Hosting of National Gatherings. Discussion. 

(iv)  National Gathering 2022/2023   

(v)   Honorary membership:  Election of Honorary Member. 

14.  ELECTION OF NATIONAL PRESIDENT  (for a four year term) 

15. ELECTION OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS.  (National President takes the Chair for this). 

       National Chairman; National Registrar; Sabrina Editor; National Treasurer;  SAMCA Representative; Club     

Secretary (if the Constitution is changed per para.12 above).   

16. CLOSURE 

 

Notes: 

 1. Club members who cannot attend the meeting may appoint a proxy in writing. Proxies should be       

 handed to the Chairman before the meeting. 

 2. Nominations for the National President  and members of the National Committee should be submitted 

 to the Chairman in good time before the meeting.  
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This report is hopefully  the last one from my pen for Sabrina because I want to stand down as registrar. It is 

my wish that a new club registrar will be elected at the forthcoming BGM to be held at our national gathering 

during April/May this year. I have held this position for the past 22 years and during this time managed to  

establish a new and more comprehensive register containing the identification details of a good  number of 

Triumphs in South Africa.  

It is now time for a new and more energetic club member to take over and maintain our register. Handing 

over the baton to a new registrar at this stage has the advantage of a potential smooth continuation without 

an interruption, unlike the circumstances that prevailed when our first registrar, Graham Cheetham, passed 

away in 1998 and the club's Triumph registry did not function for a period of nearly two years. I have been 

able to build and maintain the new register in digital format which will enable my successor  to easily carry on 

where I leave off. While the first register, albeit relatively compact  and in hard copy only, remains a wonderful 

resource for cross checking commission and engine numbers where these are missing or not clear, the docu-

ment was limited to commission and engine numbers as well as the name of the last known owner. 

Since my relocation to Mossel Bay three years ago, accessing new cars in the register has slowed down.    

Being resident in a relatively peripheral environment in terms of Triumph owners vis-a-vis the situation in 

Gauteng , I have less opportunity to find new cars not previously  accessed in comparison to my previous   

sojourn  in Gauteng. Attending events such as the annual Angela's Picnic and especially the Pretoria Old    

Motor Club's Cars in the Park, provided the opportunity to find and capture the details of a fair number of non

-club member Triumphs among the classic cars on display. 

The table below outlines the number of Triumphs according to model and it covers the period from March 

2018 (the month prior to the last national gathering) and March this year. Our readers should be able to see 

how numbers have grown relatively slowly between the  two year intervals from 2018 to 2020 and 2022. I 

managed to add the details of only 52 Triumphs during the four year period and  that represents  a growth of 

merely 4,3 percent. 

The  581 TR's represent 46,2% of all Triumphs while the 374 Spitfires account for 30%. These two variants 

together total 955 and that is equal to 76% of all Triumphs in our register. What is also interesting is the 

prominence of locally built TR's and Spitfires: the Sidescreens (TR2/3/3A) represent 43% of all TR's while the 

Spitfire Mk1/2/3 account for nearly 90% of all units recorded. The odd situation is the fact that the variant 

with the highest and longest production run, the Spitfire 1500, has  the details of only 10 cars accessed. The 

three Triumph Super 7 units are also the only pre-war cars recorded. The cherry on top however, is  one of the 

330 very rare Triumph Italia 2000 coupes designed by Michelotti and built between 1959 and 1962 by 

Vignale in Turin, Italy. 

3DFHRSQ@Q½R 3DONQS§March 2022  

Triumph Italia 2000 designed 

by Michelotti and built between 

1959 and 1962 in Turin, Italy. 
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Triumph Model March 2018 March 2020 Increase Group Total March 2022 

TR2 48 49 2  50 

TR3 89 94 7  96 

TR3A 98 101 4  102 

TR4 21 23 2  23 

TR4A 36 36 -  36 

TR5 13 13 -  13 

TR6 76 77 8  84 

TR7 165 170 6  171 

TR8 6 6 - TOTAL TR: 581 6 

SPITFIRE MK1 88 89 2  90 

SPITFIRE MK2 59 62 1  62 

SPITFIRE MK3 180 181 4  184 

SPITFIRE MK4 28 28 -  28 

SPITFIRE 1500 10 10 - TOTAL SPITFIRE: 374 10 

GT6 MK1 16 17 3  19 

GT6 MK2 5 5 -  5 

GT6 MK3 15 16 2 TOTAL GT6: 41 17 

STAG MK1 & 2 31 31 32 1 STAG: 32 

HERALD ALL MODELS 43 45 3 TOTAL HERALD: 46 46 

VITESSE ALL MODELS 9 10 1 TOTAL VITESSE: 10 10 

2000 MK1 & 2 48 48 -  48 

2500 PI SALOON 9 9 -  9 

CHICANE MK1 & 2 75 78 4 TOTAL 6 cyl saloon: 136 79 

1300 & 1500 FWD 10 10 -  10 

DOLOMITE 2 2 -  2 

TOLEDO 1 1 - TOTAL 4 cyl saloon: 13 1 

MAYFLOWER 2 2 -  2 

ROADSTER 1800 & 2000 15 15 -  15 

TOWN & COUNTRY saloon 2 2 -  2 

SUPER 7 (pre-war) 3 3 -  3 

ITALIA 2000 1 1 - OLDIES TOTAL: 23 1 

TOTAL ALL TRIUMPHS 1204 1234   1256 
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Six cylinder Triumph saloon cars were produced locally for more than 10 years and they sold in relatively 

good numbers but I could only manage to record 48 Triumph 2000 models,  9 Triumph 2500 PI's (a sought 

after high performance saloon in the early seventies), and 79 Chicanes (38 Mk1 and 41 Mk2). There are 

quite a number of these cars around that have the potential to swell the saloon car register substantially   

provided their details can be traced. A good challenge to my successor! 

 

In closing I want to thank all our club members as well as non-members who supplied details of Triumphs 

over so many years. Without their support over the past 22 years starting, building and maintaining a new 

register would not have been possible. I salute you all with great gratitude and trust that you will faithfully 

continue to support our new registrar. 

It was a privilege and a pleasure to answer questions of many new and prospective owners about the history 

of the cars they wish to purchase or to supply commission and engine numbers in addition to previous     

ownership details  to people rebuilding Triumphs. With so many of our Triumphs leaving our shores, the     

enquiries from abroad are increasing but thanks to the valuable information stored in our register I have 

been able to assist in most cases.  

Cheers vir oulaas! 

Nols 
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Triumph Sports Car Club of SA : Early History  of the Johannesburg Regional Centre.ñRené DeVilliers. 

Today, 7th April 2022,  we celebrate  the 45th birthday of the Johannesburg Centre of The Club. 

My association with what was to become the Triumph Sports Car Club of SA began in early 1976 when John 

Mowat advertised some TR spares for sale in the òThe Staró newspaper. I duly met him and also Andrew 

and David Swan who were then studying medicine at Wits University. John Mowat passed my name and   

address to Graham Cheetham who together with a group of TR enthusiasts in Durban had formed the TR 

Register of SA. I submitted the details of my TR3, which I had bought for R150,00 on 21st September 1969, 

to the TR Register on 10th February 1976 and was duly allocated membership number  007.  

On a visit to Johannesburg to attend the South African Grand Prix, Graham Cheetham suggested to me that 

we should start a Johannesburg Centre of the TR Register .  I duly contacted Andrew Swan with this         

suggestion to which he was agreeable.  He suggested that we meet at the home of another TR enthusiast 

known to him, and we firmed up that arrangement. 

In those days I worked at Safair Freighters in Bonaero Park and used my then red TR3 to commute to and 

from work.  On a particular morning on my way to work along the R24  there was a black TR3 stuck on the 

Edenvale off-ramp.  The driver of the car said if I could tow him to the nearest filling station in Van Riebeeck 

Avenue he would take it from there.  At the time I had stripped a tooth or two off the gearbox lay shaft and 

had to pull off in second gear.  We nevertheless managed to find our way to a convenient bay on the garage 

forecourt.  I suggested to the driver that he should give me his contact details because together with        

Andrew Swan and  òanother guyó we were forming a Triumph Club that evening.  Much to our surprise he 

said that he, in fact, was the òthe other  guyó. What are the odds?  Anyway, that was how I met up with Alan 

Grant.  He told me afterwards that his breakdown happened  because of a small bit of cotton wool in the 

fuel float chamber vent pipe.  

And so the inaugural meeting of the Johannesburg Centre of the TR Register of SA was held on the 7th April 

1977 at Alan Grantõs house in Orange Grove. Andrew Swan, who had been acting in the capacity of       

chairman was formally elected as Centre Chairman. It was agreed that membership of the National Register 

be a condition of belonging to the Johannesburg Centre. It was also agreed that an annual subscription fee 

of R3,00 be levied, in addition to the R2,00 annual subscription fee payable to the National TR Register in 

Durban.  Membership would be extended to owners with Triumph Roadsters and the TR range of sports cars 

from TR2 to TR7. Associate membership would be offered to owners of other Triumph sports cars. It was 

finally agreed to mail invitations to the 44 known potential members of the Register in the Johannesburg 

area , to meet on 19th June 1977, and to also publish the invitation in Sabrina, the official TR Register    

publication. It is of interest to note that one of the 44 names on the list was that of Charles Ellis who had 

been the last chairman of the Triumph Sports Owners Association in Johannesburg until its collapse in 

about 1964. During June 1977 the Johannesburg Centre also received itõs share of the first shipment of  

100 T-shirts that Graham Cheetham had ordered. The asking price for a T-shirt was R3,25 each. 

In the August 1977 issue of Sabrina, the Johannesburg Centre reported that on 19th June 1977, 17 TRõs 

had arrived at the Swan residence in Inanda, namely 6 x TR3õs; 6 x TR3Aõs; 4 x TR4Aõs and one TR6. There 

were 23 owners of TRõs present on the day, and among the names recorded were Chris Ferreira, Richard de 

Beer, Fred Perryman, Andrew and David Swan, J Patterson (Pretoria), Alan Grant and René de Villiers. The 

day was declared an unqualified success. 
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Triumph Sports Car Club of SA : Early History  of the Johannesburg Regional Centre. 

It was initially agreed to meet quarterly, but in September 1977 it was agreed to have òin betweenó monthly 

meetings in the form of ònoggin ôn nattersó. By December 1978 there were 47  cars on the register, namely 

7x TR2õs; 13xTR3õs; 10 x TR3Aõs; 1xTR4; 6 x TR4Aõs; 1 x TR5 and 9 x TR6õs. At the time it was reported that 

R114,60 had been collected in subscriptions, that there was R28,48 in the bank  and 12 cents postage 

stamps were on hand.  

One of the first events the Johannesburg Centre held was a fun day at the Heidelberg Motor Museum which 

was organised by Harry Fairley. On that day, officials of the museum started up the Peugeot racing car    

painted in official French Racing Blue. The museum and the car itself has, of course, since those early days 

relocated to Johann Rupertõs museum at LõOrmarins outside Franschhoek in the Cape.  

During 1978 the Austin Healey Club invited the TR Register to participate in the first National Classic Car 

Concours dõElegance, to be held on 13thAugust 1978 at the Jukskei Motor Museum in Witkoppen Road near 

Fourways. By way of a run-up event,  the Johannesburg Centre also exhibited its cars at the Boksburg Pick ôn 

Pay on 29thJuly 1978 with a view to selecting five entrants for the event. Ms. Marion Newton of Radio       

Highveld gave extensive coverage to the last named, and at the National Classic Car Concours, Campbell   

Miller with his TR4 took top honours with a score of 94,06%. Doug Ward with his TR4A was placed 9th. At the 

time this was very big news indeed. No one had expected much from these crude cars powered by an        

agricultural engine. There were some nice Austin Healeys and MGõs and a very nice Alfa Romeo, but they all 

had to bend the knee to Campbellõs  TR4. The TR Register of SA had arrived in no uncertain terms. 

On 19th June 1979, at a Club meeting in the Alba Hotel in Braamfontein, the Johannesburg Centre formed 

what was to become the very successful Spares Fund which remained in existence until 2018, importing 

parts totalling millions of Rands over its nearly 40 years of operation.  But that is a topic for another story.  

At the 18thSeptember 1979 Annual General Meeting of the Johannesburg Centre of the TR Register it was 

agreed to restructure the Clubõs management. Andrew Swan was elected as non-executive President, whilst 

an Executive Committee consisting of four members was formed. Alan Grant was elected Chairman of this 

committee, with the members being John Musty, John Roets and René de Villiers. The Executive Committee 

held its first meeting on 26th September 1979 at the Grant residence (now in Greenside) and two of the    

major events that were discussed  were the Brooklyn School Festival on 20thOctober 1979 and the Tit Car 

Clubõs inter-club meeting to be held at the Heidelberg Motor Museum on 10th November 1979. Both events 

were well attended and extremely successful.  At the Executive Committee meeting of 19th February 1980 it 

was recorded that Club member Laurie Acres had died on 26th December 1979, and a letter of condolence 

was sent to Louise Lindsay. At the meeting held on 19th June 1980 it was noted that the TR Register in the 

UK was celebrating its 10th anniversary. It was also noted that the Johannesburg Centreõs annual Concours 

was to be held on 6th July 1980. It was agreed that the contestants in each category would, among         

themselves, select the best three cars in their category and that only the top three cars in each category so 

selected be formally judged by independent judges. 

The matter of a metal grille badge had been raised at an early stage, and at the Executive Committee      

meeting held on 16th October 1979 it was agreed to produce a TR Register of SA badge which would depict 

the front view of TR1. At successive meetings progress in producing the badge was discussed. In the interim, 

the Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa had been formed so as to include all Triumph cars and it was 

agreed to also look into producing a metal grille badge for the National Club. At the Executive Meeting held 

on 9th July 1980 the matter was again discussed at length. Two basic concepts had been put forward namely 

the òglobeó design (such as that found on early TR hubcaps) and the òopen bookó design (such as that on 

early TR front apron badges).  
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Triumph Sports Car Club of SA : Early History  of the Johannesburg Regional Centre. 

It was finally decided that the badge would follow the òopen bookó design, and was to be in black/red enam-

el. The size and shape would be that of the old Triumph Sports Owners Association, with the words Triumph 

Sports Car Club of Southern Africa written across it. At the Executive Committee meeting held on 2nd  October 

1980, John Dobbins, who had been tasked with this matter, duly tabled 200 grille badges and 200 metal key 

rings. It was agreed to sell the badge for R8,00 each and key rings for R2,50 each. It was noted that the last 

òsó of the word òsportsó had been omitted and that this would be corrected with subsequent batches. Those 

first 200 badges, have, therefore become rare collectorsõ items. At the same meeting Alan Grant tabled 200 

metal TR Register badges depicting the front view of TR1. These aluminium badges had to be individually 

hand painted and would be sold for R7,50 each. It was agreed that both badges not be displayed on cars un-

til their formal unveiling at the Second National Gathering to be held in less than 2 weeksõ time from 10th to 

12 th October 1980 at the Hendrik Verwoerd Dam. 

I resigned as Johannesburg Centre Secretary at the end of 1980 due to study commitments at the Wits  

School. 

René de Villiers                                                                                                                                                        

Johannesburg,  7th April 2022.  

René De Villiers as pictured at the 2018 National Gathering in Maselspoort. 
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I am well aware of the doldrums we have all been through, but to a large extent it is now a thing of the past. 

The electronic age is also a blessing, and a curse, as within our club, whatever outings /runs/events take 

place during the month/year, get plastered over social media immediately. This kind of alleviates the need or 

want or reason to go to the traditional route of monthly newsletters (and Sabrina.) 

òThings they are certainly a changing.ó In the past I so looked forward to reading a hardcopy monthly      

newsletter, and a printed colourful Sabrina in the post.  - Well we in the east of Pretoria, no longer have a 

post office, never mind a postal service, ( even our PO Box services building as been dismantled!) 

Anyway, Pretoria Centre is still alive and well, sharing our clubhouse with our MG friends, and enjoying joint 

runs with MG and Pretoria Old Motor Club. Noggins have now been shifted to a Saturday afternoon braai at 

the clubhouse, as we simply donõt want to be out and driving our classics at night, or should I say òwe donõt 

enjoy driving at night at all.ó 

We have had some great outings, so it is kind of needless to post too many pictures here in 

Sabrina. 

I for one am very pleased that the Nationals are now a reality, and I am really looking for-

ward to seeing     everyone again. 

Drive Carefully  - Pretoria Triumphs just having fun. 

BILL. FLYNN 
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Breaking Newséééé..Breaking Newsééé.Breaking Newséééé...Breaking Newsééé... 

Triumphant world Parachute Recordéééé. 

As I do not yet have official rights to publish this article, (although I have been promised this before the end of 

April 2022.) I am going to give a sneak preview in this Sabrina, as it is an internal club publication. 

On Sunday 6th February 2022, I was approached by a Pretoria based sky diving club, for the possible use of 

my Stag to participate in an international sky-diving exercise, while being recorded by an international       

documentary film crew. 

Basically our, SA sky-divers, competing with an international team, needed to jump out of a aircraft, at a    

certain altitude, and do some fancy parachute manoeuvres and land in a speeding open top sports car. 

This manoeuvre had to date not been achieved in other participating cities/countries such as, Dubai, 

Ukraine, Australia, USA etc. Cars that had been used abroad unsuccessfully were: a Mustang, a Saab,            

a Corvette, and a Tesler. (My info not 100% correct as this is all hearsay while they were filming.) 

My first reaction when approached was: òNO! not in my Stag, just imagine if the parachutist missed and  

landed on my bonnet or boot and fell off, parachute and all.ó 

Well ! ! ! My curiosity got the better of me so Helen and I went out to the parachute clubs venue at            

Wonderboom airport. 

My Stag was measured up by this international film/technical crew and they were very impressed by the 

Stagõs T Bar open top configuration, and it was duly fitted with a variety of Go-Pro cameras, on the inside,  

outside front and rear. Another camera crew would then drive in parallel with the Stag and film this world   

record attempt. I was to drive straight and fast, when told, and they would do the rest. 

First attemptéé I was apparently too slow, as this parachutist came from the rear at a heck of a speed, after 

jumping from the aircraft, somewhere high in the sky, and just about took the Stagõs T Bar and windscreen 

off! ! ! 

Second attempté. I suggest one of the parachutists should drive as he would be able to judge the speed   

better, then I could stand back with Helen and watch. (Helen was taking pictures of the whole event as it was 

unfolding, hence these photoõs from our perspective.) They also showed us some Go-Pro footage                 

afterwards, of the sky-dive, from the parachutists perspective, of the landing in the Stag. His Go-Pro camera 

was on his helmet! 

WOW, what an experience, the SA parachutist jumped out of the plane (a small dot in the sky) and came 

down doing all sorts of manoeuvres and headed straight for the speeding Stag. 

SUCCESSé world record for SA and Triumph. 

All this will be officially documented by the international crew and shown around the world at some later date. 

The Stag parachutes in style ! 
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Discussing the jump. 

Fitting the Go-Pro cameraõs and testing them. 

Boarding the plane, Camera Crew getting ready, Take offéééééééééé..and the dot of a plane in the sky! 

Attempt 1ñ Go, Go, Go, Yes, Yes, Yesé. 

No, No, No, é.Oops, over the top ! 
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Ok, letõs re-groupéééOk, You drive this time. 

Go, Go, Go, Yes, Yes, Yes, nearly thereééé. 

Holding your breathé...1é... Holding your breathé...2é... Holding your breathé...3é... 

SUCCESSéé..SUCCESSéééé.. 

JUBILATIONééé... 

Good ôOL STAG !..... 
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The Pretoria Crowd at the 2010 Drakensville National Gathering. 
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After looking forward to the national gathering in the Drakensberg for two years, 

it now all of a sudden is something of the past. All we have left are great      

memories, lots of pictures and many a tale to tell. To me it was a most enjoyable 

event and I trust that all our Pretoria participants feel the same. Our Triumph 

club buddies in the Joõburg Centre need to be congratulated on a job well done. 

I counted 21 Pretoria members in attendance and if all the wives, partners and 

children are taken into consideration our contingent was 41 people strong. 

Great diligence was shown by Terrance and Lynn du Toit who drove all the way 

from Tzaneen in their Stag.  

Members of our contingent gave a good account of themselves in various competitive categories: Terry    

Murphy (TR7) and Chris Smit (TR7) both won gold medals in concours dõelegance, while in concours dõetat 

Nols Pienaar (TR7) won gold and Marko Claassen (GT6) silver. All four Pretoria cars in the concours therefore 

were awarded with medals. Chris Smit also received the award for the best unrestored car in dõelegance. 

In the ladies driving test Megan Fletcher (TR7) took second overall, while Arnold Pienaar (Spitfire) was fourth 

overall in the menõs test. Terry Murphy received the floating trophy for the highest combined score (concours 

and driving test) in the TR7/8 class. Pretoria Centre came third in the Presidentõs  trophy (best scoring centre 

at nationals) with Joõburg (the host) first, and Kwazulu-Natal second in their own backyard. 

I want to thank and congratulate not only our members who scored points individually, but every member in 

attendance because you all contributed to the prominent flying of the Pretoria flag at the national event. I 

counted 11 Triumphs from Pretoria consisting of  6 TR7õs, one TR3A, one Stag, a GT6, a Spitfire and a       

Triumph Spartan.    

2010 National Gathering§Drakensville ¦1QDSNQH@ $DMSQD $G@HQL@M½R BGHQO§from Nols 

Pienaar. 

2010éééé...What an Iconic time for us in SA, with the anticipation of whatõs to come. The FIFA 2010 World 

Cup Socceréé...Will it be good for SA, will it be great for SA, or will it economically break our country. Well 

whatever your view, the fact is that 2010 is a year that will be spoken about in the future. Life is a journey 

and this 2010 is a significant time in that journey. Our soccer promoters are saying that somewhere in the 

future some of us will be saying òI WAS THEREéééé..ó 

Well, for our Triumph Club Members, sometime in the future I will be saying of our 2010 Triumph                

Nationalsé....ééóI was there and it was GREATó I doubt if any of our members that came would be saying 

anything but òI was there and it was GREAT.ó 

 

Itõs not about the venue, nor the arrangements, nor the concourse, nor the weather, no itõs simply about the       

comaradary of like minded people all over the country  who share more or less the same inter-

estééé.friends , fun and our Triumph Classic Cars. 

After having said that I take nothing away from the fact that there is most definitely the òcompetitionó ele-

ment of the Nationals. In the concourse we òcompeteó for Gold, Silver and Bronze, yet everyone who partici-

pated is a winnerééééé.and this is of utmost importance to keep the quality of our cars throughout our 

country in top shape. This year the quality was again GREAT, and some say even getting better. 

On the social eveningõs side, just being there, away from the busy rat race of; keeping your head above water, 

fighting traffic and potholes, meeting deadlines at work etc., was just great. 

2010 National Gathering§Drakensville ¦My View§Bill Flynn§Pretoria Centre. 
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Maybe the food was not to everyoneõs taste, maybe the bar service could have been better or worse, maybe 

the òCabaretó could have been a little longer, but definitely not more hysterical, maybe the ballerina's should 

have gone for a yearõs professional training at the Royal Academy of Ballet in London, and Cinderella maybe 

should have gone for òAnger Management classesó, and never mind Staveros and Gino Flatley taking a 

bowéééé...but what the heck, it was a good eveningééé.so before I get myself in trouble again, let me say. 

ó 

òOh  Doctor, Iõm in troubleééé...Well Goodness Gracious Meé(ha,ha) 

Cheers Bill Flynn 

2010 National Gathering§Drakensville ¦My View§Bill Flynn§Pretoria Centre. 
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2010 National Gathering photo gallery§the Cars 
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òI know what the memorandum 

of understanding says, I just 

simply canõt read that low, 

please lift the paper higheró! 

òYou know if I can get a good grip 

here, I can just swing this baby 

right over, and then we can get a 

GOOD look underneath ò! 

òYou are right. Iõll 

never guess.!ó 

òYou will never 

guess what I saw 

at the concourse 

today?ó 

òNo secrets under 

hearé.but we may have to 

spend some more time 

down here, getting down 

here was easy. Getting up, 

well thatõs another story!ó 

The Joõburg Jewels on the 

right, Bev and Marion.  

On the left the Heal family 

from the UK. 

2010 National Gathering photo gallery §and their People 
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CONCOURSE  RESULTS 

DôETAT : 

 

 

Pos No. Name Centre Class Points % Medal 

1 11 Alan Grant (Black TR3) Jhb 1 ï TR3 998 99,8 Gold 

2 10 Italo Moranduzzo Jhb 1 ï TR3A 976,5 97 Gold 

3 15 Nols Pienaar Pta 4 ï TR7 976 97 Gold 

4 17 Eddie Steele Jhb 2 ï TR4A 952,5 95 Gold 

5 6 Les Cock Bdr 4 ï TR7 943 94 Gold 

6 12 Gino Casieri Jhb 3 ï TR6 935 93 Gold 

7 8 Dennis Cook CT 3 ï TR6 924 92 Silver 

8 14 Mervyn Cronje KZN 9 ï Stag 924 92 Silver 

9 3 Hennie vd Walt Bloem 6 ï Spitfire 922 92 Silver 

10 2 Chris Buckley KZN 2 ï TR4A 880 88 Silver 

11 9 Ivor Carlson KZN 1 ï TR3A 870,5 87 Silver 

12 5 Dave Lugg KZN 1 ï Tr3 860,5 86 Silver 

13 7 Dave Blair KZN 6 ï Spitfire 848 85 Silver 

14 13 Bob Pretorius PE 6 ï Spitfire 835 83 Silver 

15 1 Keith Kelly Jhb 6 ï GT6 832,5 83 Silver 

16 4 Marko Claasen Pta 5 ï Spitfire 789 79 Silver 

WINNERS celebrate their good news in many different wayséééé.some prefer tea for twoéé.é...while 

others raise their glasses to success and still others prefer to take a humble bow and some still like to tell 

the world with lungs filled, sending the notes to far off Scotland or KZN ! 

2010 National Gathering§Drakensville §Concours Results 
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DôELEGANCE : 

 

  

1 27 Geoff Kriel Bdr 3 ï TR6 
406 97.8 

Gold 

2 40 Stuart Turner Bdr 3 ï TR6 
403.5 97.2 

Gold 

3 43 John Roets Jhb 1 ï TR3 
400 96.4 

Gold 

4 32 Heinz Konchi PE 2 ï TR4A 
394 94.9 

Gold 

5 41 Terry Murphy Pta 4 ï TR7 V8 
391 94.2 

Gold 

6 31 Gary Booyens Jhb 6 ï Spitfire 
387.5 93.4 

Gold 

7 47 Chris Smit Pta 4 ï TR7 
385 92.8 

Gold 

8 33 John Williams Bdr 4 ï TR7 
383 92.3 

Silver 

9 34 John Leonard KZN 4 ï TR7 
379 91.3 

Silver 

10 30 Arthur Walker KZN 4 ï TR7 
378 91.1 

Silver 

11 42 Alan Grant (Green TR3) Jhb 1 ï TR3 
371.5 89.5 

Silver 

12 28 Brenda Murphy KZN 4 ï TR7 
369 88.9 

Silver 

13 35 Godfrey Gericke PE 4 ï TR7 
359 86.5 

Silver 

14 44 Brian Hansel KZN 9 ï Stag 
359 86.5 

Silver 

15 37 Eleanor Fourie Jhb 6 ï Spitfire 
353 85.1 

Silver 

16 26 Keith Kelly Jhb 3 -  TR6 
349.5 84.2 

Silver 

17 45 Louis Greef Bdr 1 ï TR3A 
345 83.1 

Bronze 

18 38 Deon de Kock PE 2 ï TR4 
342 82.4 

Bronze 

19 49 Jean Coppens Jhb 3 ï TR6 
340.5 82.0 

Bronze 

20 29 Cliff Turnbull Jhb 6 ï GT6 
335 80.7 

Bronze 

21 48 Darryl Hurter KZN 5 ï Spitfire 
334 80.5 

Bronze 

22 36 Dave vd Westhuizen KZN 1 ï TR3A 
327.5 78.9 

Bronze 

23 46 Norman Bull Jhb 1 ï TR3 
311 74.9 

Bronze 

24 39 Eddy van Veen Jhb 5 - Spitfire 
288.5 69.5 

Bronze 

MORE WINNERS: Some proud trophy holders, others not sure if they should take it standing up or lying 

down, while others were so delighted they just went out and sang in the rain, and some drank a beer to 

cheeréééé. 

2010 National Gathering§Drakensville§$NMBNTQR QDRTKSR BNMS½C 
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TRIUMPH CARS 2ñWORLD OF CARS 

STARRING 

YOU AND YOUR TRIUMPHS 

AT THE 

2012 

NATIONAL GATHERING 

IN 

PLETTEBBERG BAY 

Story and Graphics by : 

Her Majesty Lightening McFlynn. 

 (with appologies to Lightening McQueen the 
original star of CARS2 The movie.) 
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Day 2  

Bath Time  

The Triumph National Gathering 2012 began in Plettenberg 
Bayééé..or did it ? NO our story starts in the North some 6276kms 
from the South Pole, where we needed to be on Thursday 26th April 
2012 !  (There at the sign post, not at the actual South Pole.) It was 
a long drive, flight, walk, and we eventually arrived near our destina-
tion. The lighthouse guided us in. And so all of our Triumph friends 
began to arrive . . . . . . From near and far, some in cars, some on 
foot.  

 

 

 

 

 

Thereõs a red one and a yellow 
one and a black one too. . .and a 
Bond one and a pink one. . La, la, 

la. . . . 

 

 

Day 1 ñThe Great Trek Arrivesé.. 

Thereõs a hole in my 
Bucket dear Bill, a hole ! 

Well fix it, 
dear Nols, 
fix it ! 

And before you sing, òwith what dear 
Billó, I suggest you use a spanner ! 

For goodness sake ! 
Are you done yet ? 
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Day 2  -  The spitting and polishing continues  

Oh my goodness. 
That is close ! Mmmm, Yes 

Wellééé.. 

So you saw that. 

How close was it? 

Close, maybe 

Even a GOLD 
Cigar ! 

 

While some spitted and polished, others needed to 
ôPhone a Friendõ, and others still couldnõt decide if 
it was: paper, rock, scissors, or Ching, chong, cha ! 

Ek het jou gese. Jy 
moes paper gevat het ! 

Mr BH20GY Jangles, and 
Lightening Old McFlynn did 
their bit for a cleaner greener 
environment, although umm, 
how exactly does washing your 
car with HTH. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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Day 3 ñHave Clean Car will Concours  

WARNING: These Triumphs are in Concours Condition Do not touch the computer 
screen, any fingerprint marks will cause the participants to loose valuable points ! ! ! And if 
you have a paper version of this comic, do not eat your lunch on this page. And do not let 
the kids smudge this page either. 
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A Man who can organise the weather, the views, the people and the colour, and  

òBobõsó your uncle ! 

ôBlack Goldõ 

What is Black and White 
and Red all over ? 

 

 

Sabrina ! 
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Day 3 ñHave Clean Car will Concours ñWhat the Judges 

and Competitors had to say. . . .  

Ok guys, you know the rules, the judges 
decision is final, and the Million Pound 
question needs to be answered. 

Yes, exactly, 
What Colour 
is the Car? 
Red, Black, 
Green or 
Yellow? 

If you ask me, we 
have 3 choices ! 

Yes, Yellow 
is out of 
the running. 

Mmm, Iõm 
thinking Black. 

We need a 
50/50 on this ! 

Ladies, Itõs time to 
phone a friend. ! 

Look Cliff, 
the friend 
didnõt know 
and 50/50 
says itõs 
Black or 
Green, 
looking un-
der there 
wonõt give 
you any 
more clues. 

Mmm Yes. 
Itõs GREEN ! And thatõs my final 

answer. 
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The Day seemed to be going from 0ñ100kms in Concours condition, as caught on camera, and 

the choir was singing in full 
force unison under the capable 
direction of the choirmaster. 

And while the choir sang, the people danced 
and the cars smiled, and a good day was 
seemingly had by all. 

Meanwhile back on the Concours, the Ladies went dotty about Edward Scissorhands, no wait, that was for 
Scissor Jack and Union Jack ôbehindõ the blue 6. 

Totally Dotty about Triumphs. 
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Day 4 ñThe Journey Continues  

And so continues our journey that started at the South Poleñnow we 
have a convoy, where shall we go? Ah Yes, to the Beacon of Hope ! And 
then where ? 

I told you !    
Follow the route 
map and have a 
Whale of a Tail. . 
Time, and Tour 
yourselves Plett. 

Darryl even found a rock and tried to 
bring it home. . . . But it wouldnõt budge, 
so he let it go. . . .  . And Alan was so 
excited at the prospect of winning 
something Gold, he could hardly contain 
himself. 

Four, Six, Eight, all 3 in a row ! 
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Day 4 ñYou Driving Mad 2  

òIõll let you into a little secret, 
Gerhardéé..about this trackéó òOh No, 

not againó 

ò3é..2é.1é
..gó 

òHey David, just mind 
me when you pull off.ó 

òEishé.your car seems a little 
too far to the rightñlet me 
pull it over this way for you !ó 

òCan you see the track Nols? 
Remember Jaco couldnõt see 
the wood for the trees!ó 

òHa,Ha, Ha, yes guys, I can beat 
Nols any day, mineõs a V8 !ó 

òWell done 56 you havenõt 
even raced yet, and we are 
applauding you !ó 


