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Chairman's Chat

September 2018. Time is marching on and it is hard to comprehend that our next issue will be letters to
Santa. Five months have passed since Nationals and it seems as if was yesterday. They saying goes "Time
waits for no man" so get weaving as there are only nineteen months to the next Nationals. It might sound like
a lot of time but not when you are in the process of a complete rebuild and | believe that there are some in

progress.

It is with much regret that the club has had to make the decision to terminate the importation of spares and
thereby close down the spares portfolio. New SARS regulations and demands made by them for the club to
formalise importation in bulk was at the end of the day far to overpowering. This club is much indebted to
Rene de Villiers who championed this project for so many years with true dedication and a passion to please
all those members who benefited from the service that he provided. Thank you Rene. This service was starte
way back in the 70's when the world was a much bigger place withoutrail, internet, computers and courier
services as we know them today. Yes we can all import our own spares reasonably easily but the convenienc
of having Rene do it for us on a monthly basis with such military like precision is going to be missed. The mo:
painful part of importation is of course the present exchange rate. Is there any light on the horizon?

The TSCC is expanding on our shores. The club has now got a fully constituted eighth regional centre. This i
thanks to Dennis Cook who took the initiative to "drive this bus". The newly formed Garden Route Centre has
already had it's first meeting and formed a committee which | am sure details of which will be announced
shortly. We wish the Garden Route Centre every success and many kilometers of enjoyable and safe

Triumphing.

The venue for the 2020 National Gathering has now been finalised. The JHB Centre will be hosting us in the
beautiful Golden Gate are of the eastern Free State. The standard of our National Gatherings gets higher an
better every two years. The bar is set very high but | have every confidence that Norman Bull and his team tc

pull out all the stops and not disappoint. Roll on 2020.
Enjoy your Triumphing.

Your Chairman
Geoff




cditoridl......

Greetings to all of youéééeé....(and | mean this
I have just read through a number of ol d Sabrina
and | must say, none of the past editors ever gr
they wanted you to be aware of. Well now that |

to the business of briefing you about Septembero

First off the batéeé. wedre a |little | ate with Sab
you can pick the excuse/s that suits yout. September is party month at Flynnstone Farm, we celebrated
eight birthdays of family and cl ose fr i(rememgher.. t wo
Triumph Maselspoort Movie of the Nationals 20183. Went to three funeral/memorial services of family and
close friends.3. Had two, back to back, car runs over the public holiday long weskd. 4. Between the

Nati onal chairman and the editor, they coul dnot
up pulling all the hens teeth outtrying to find it5.And s ome wh er e wisdom toh es heed idteocr
draw a new front cover | ogo for Sabrina, and it

the excuse that suits you best a nthhtidcludes future bintadys!) s

On a more sober note, | received some feedback (flack) at one of our past Pretoria Noggins, about TRIUMPF

TRADERS not being in Sabrina anymore, and only being available on the website op |l e wi I | ¢
exposure if it is in Sabrina as well ! Not every
site. o

Clicking on the link in your enail, (which | send to everyone,) that takes you straight to Sabrina itself, is one
thing, having to leave Sabrina and go elsewhere to somehow navigate the Triumph web site, seems to be a
step just too far for some Please give me your feedbackShould TRIUMPH TRADERS be duplicated in Sabring
as well as being on the web site?

This edition features regional reports from some

does put a lot of effort into this report, so | thought that | do happen to publish any cars for salet will go on
the pages after this report, so that future generations can keep track of the cars on the register and their

movements between owners. Enough said for now.

On page 14, | reproduced a letter that was in Sabrina in 1985, | thought the formal content of the letter was

guite amusing, how ti mes have changed. From page
adverts of Triumphds history, so | made a coll ag
sent an article about the Triumphds history of e
who sent me this info. So to whom it may concern

Suffice to say, it is probably now the quiet time before Christmas descends upon us. So enjoy the peace and

for a while and then you can begin preparing for
Chat,sendyouo Lett er s, tion Stainmeaof or t hem to be published
|l n Decemberds edition we wil/ be tal king about s
i ssuesod please | et me know about t hem.

Thecut off date for articlesfor the December issue will be th&@hursday 15th of November 2018.

Thank you to this months contributors: Geoff Kriel; Nols Pienaar; Debbie van der Westhuizen; Walter Muller;
Bill Flynn; Eric Fletcher; Dennis Cook.

Happy Readingééé... Cheers 4 Nowéé. Hel en
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REGISTRAR'S REPORT
TRIUMPH COMMISSION AND IDENTIFICATION NUMBER VARIATIONS

In accessing Triumphs in the register according to commission numbers | noted some interesting variations, especially
among some cars assembled or built locally in South Africa.

As our members already know, when a Triumph was commissioned to be built by Standamadmph in Coventry, Eng-
land, a unique identification number, known as the commission humber was issued to the particular car. Some people
refer to it as the chassis number, but strictly speaking that is not correct, because many of the earlier Triumphs that
used a separate chassis had those platforms being built by other suppliers prior to delivery to the Triumph manufactur-
ing plant in Canley in Coventry, and each chassis had an own number attached to it. From 1980 Triumphs, notably so i
the case of the TR7 and TRS8, as well as the very late Spitfire 1500, the commission number was replaced by a vehicle
identification number (VIN).

The commission number with a prefix of 'FC' was used on the Spitfire Mk1 and Mk2, while 'FD' was used on the Mk 3.
In our local register, however, the majority of Spitfires Mk1, 2 and 3, carry an additional digit '4"' in front of FC and FD,
resulting in a commission number prefix of '4FC' or '4FD'. The same cars built at Canley simply used 'FC' or 'FD'. | note
the same variation among some Herald 1200 saloons that used '4GB' rather than simply 'GB' in the case of British as-
sembled cars. The same phenomenon occurs among oucyinder Triumph saloon cars: the 2000 Mk1 assembled at
Motor Assemblies outside Durban in the sixties used '4MB' rather than 'MB', while the 2000 Mk2 used '4ME' in compar-
ison to the British version of 'ME. The same is true of the 2500 Pl built at Blackheath (4MG) in comparison to the Can-

ley version (MG). The carburetor version of the 2500 PI developed in South Africa, known as the Chicane, used '4MK" i
the case of the Mk1 and '4MM' for the Mk2.

In order to eliminate the disadvantage of heavy import duties, Standafdiumph, like many other foreign car manufac-
turers, prepared CKD kits (completely knocked down) for assembly in foreign markets in order to reap the pricing bene
fits. The result was that in the case of Standaf@riumph, cars were exported in CKD format to no less than 11 overseas
destinations for local assembly in the markets it wished to have an attractive sales presence.

The reason why so many of the Triumphs in our register carry the extra code '4' in their respective commission num-
bers, all became clear to me when our intrepid club member in Germany, that some of us know well, Gertjan van de
Klashorst, sent me some literature in April this year as part of our correspondence on the topic of Triumphs assembled
for the European Common Market Countries at Malines/Mechelen in Belgium. Accordingly he sent me a document tha
listed the codes used in a variety of assembly plants outside the UK used by StandBridmph:

Belgium
Australia
New Zealand
South Africa
Malta

India

Irish Republic (Eire)
Philippines
Peru
Portugal
Israel

© 0N 01 WDN PP

(I
R O

In case of Motor Assemblies (Durban) that today is Toyota South Africa, where the local assembly of Triumphs started
off in the fifties, the code '4' did not apply at first. Local assembly of the TR2 arriving in CKD format started in 1955 but
a local assembly or job number with the prefix 'TR' (Triumph Roadster) was used. This meant that in addition to the ust
al commission number issued by Standardriumph with prefix 'TS' (Triumph Sports) locally assembled TR2's, TR3's ano
3A's actually had two vehicle identification numbers, one starting with TS and the other with TR since each car dis-
played a separate assembly plate for each number. | have in a small minority of cases noted that the 'TR' number rathe
than the 'TS' number was used on registration documentation and license discs.
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Also at Motor Assemblies in the early sixties, | noted the assembly code '4' being used for the first time in the relevant
commission numbers of the Herald 1200 | mentioned before. | also noted deviations from this rule among earlier local-
ly assembled Triumph Heralds: the 998 cc models used the local prefix THS' (Triumph Herald Sedan) and

‘THC' (Triumph Herald Coupe) as local assembly number prefixes, while some 1200 Heralds used both code '4' in fror
of the UK issued commission number and 'HS' (Herald Sedan) in the local number.

By the time that local assembly of the Spitfire Mk1 commenced at Motor Assemblies in 1963 the code '4' in front of the
commission appeared on some Mkl models in addition to the local assembly prefix of 'TS4' (Triumph Spitfire 4). All
Mk2 models also assembled at Motor Assemblies from 1966 to 1967 appear to have the code '4' in front of the 'FC' in
addition to 'TS4'. In 1968 local assembly of the Mk3 started at the Rover plant in Port Elizabeth and the local assem-
bly plate displayed the prefix 'R'(Rover) in the local number in addition to '4FD' in the commission number. In 1970 MKk
assembly switched to Blackheath in Cape Town and while '4FD' remained in the commission humber, the local numbe
now used the prefix S/F (Spitfire). | noted more cases of the local identification number (either 'R’ or 'S/F') being used
on registration papers and license discs rather than the real '4FD' commission number, but this too fortunately applies
to the minority of cases.

It is clear that the dualistic car identification numbering system only applied to cars with local ‘assembled' status and
later to 'built' status (using more local content) and that explains why all TR's from the TR4 to the TR8 did not have loc:
numbers in addition to their Coventry issued commission and/or vehicle identification numbers. That is also true in
case of the Spitfire Mk4 and 1500 where you will not see '4FH' but simply 'FH' as commission number prefix. Of course
all Triumph GT6's, Vitesse and Stags as fully imported models are also without local identification numbers. | however
noted an anomaly as far as the Triumph 1500 front wheel drive saloon is concerned. Although it was basically the sam
as the Triumph 1300 FWD built in the UK, the cars built at the Rover plant in Port Elizabeth in the late sixties were
equipped with a 1500 engine and were duly named "Triumph 1500', but their commission humbers had the prefix '‘RE',
rather than '4RE', yet the Spitfire Mk3 built alongside them at the same plant, used '4FD' as already indicated. Interest-

TRIUMPH TRADING:

Red TR7 For Saleselling Price R140,000 or ONCO.
1.Purchase price R 65,000 before réouild.
2. Rebuild expenditure cost R 75,000 excluding labour

3.Gold Medal Winner

at Maselspoort National
Gathering 2018

Rating Achieved98.5%.

Mint Condition.

Contact Details;

Andre Greyling

Pretoria Cell 0818410906
Home; 0125672104
E-mail.



http://triumphclubsa.com/index.php/triumph-trading-post/
mailto:lizgreyling45@gmail.com

keglonal News
The Garden Route Cenfre

Greetings from the Eden district where, depending upon where one lives, we were blessed with between 75
and more than 100 mm of rain over the 24 hours of Friday and Saturday; hopefully nailing the drought. Just
as the sun had come out to greet Spring, the massive cold front hit and snow now lies on the Outeniqua
mountains and all over the Eastern Cape. It was reported by our Karoo farmer member, Gordon Waring, that
he had 23 mm of rain after 3 years of total drought!

Our new Centre has been duly constituted, with the Constitution approved by the National Body, and we have
held our first meeting, aimed at agreeing what the guys would want from the Club, nature and frequency of
meetings and events so that we be under way before the end of the year. Gordon, could not make the first
meeting as he was busy birthing lambs on a large scale but has promised to become active; we hope that he
will bring some of those prized Karoo lamb chops with him.

We will not become the biggest centre but, unlike those in the major cities, we have expectations of growth
ahead. Of those who attended o0 u-peogleiwhocshave recesly i n g,
semigrated from the big cities, bringing their Triumphs with them. Except for Heinz, our treasurer and a-long
time resident of George, all of those present have only lived on the Garden Route for a couple of years or les
With the growing trend to retire from the o0obig s

Qur first big event, to be called the 06Century C
The event, like those previously held in CT, is for entrants whose total age of driver and car equal 100 years
or more and will raise money for Sedgefield charities. This augments the annual Knysna Motor Show, run by
the Garden Route Motor Club, which benefits Knysna charities. Norman Frost, well known owner of Frost
Brothers Classic and vintage cars has kindly agreed to sponsor our first Century Charity run and will enter his
TR2. We anticipate that this will be a grand opportunity to make our new Club known.

Happy Spring motoringDennis
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Reglional News
The KwaZulu Natal Centre

NEWS FROM THE BEAUTIFUL KWARAWOWL REGION

Submitted by Debbie van der Westhuizen

A lot has been happening in the Classic Car world of ;w
KwazuluNatal in the past couple of months, the

i naugur al Dur ban @ashedonu r
August which was organised between two Classic/ ?

Vintage car enthusiasts, John Aritho and Avish Mahar
and Peter Hall, the chairman of the Veterans Car Club
here in Kloof, Durban.The organisers have signed a 5"
year contract with the Durban Country Club to hold this
prestigious event annually along the same lines as that
of Pebble Beach, so the standards of judging are very
high, as those of us that were invited to partake, found

out.

There were three Triumph Contestants, but only two
Triumphs entered, Dave van der Westhuizen with his =
TR6 and me, Debbie van der Westhuizen with my N
TR4A. The third was a 1999 Toyota Twin Cam owned &
Fonnie and Marilyn Nortje, who restored this car which =
had belonged to their now deceased son, Cliff, whom 4 3 c -t
they had sadly lost a couple of years agadt was if Cliffy and the Gods were smlllng down on them because
the best overall car award went to Fonnie Nortje along with a silver medal, the highest concours award given
out that day with a 78% achievementDave and | were very fortunate to have been awarded each a bronze
medal, with 67% and 68% respectivelyYou might think that we should have done better than that, but
remember the judging was done according to international standards and we were up against Phantom Rolls
R oy c etyps Jaguars and a R22Million Mercedes 300SL which | could not take my eyes &ffr Fonnie

Nortjeds Toyota Twin Cam to beat that was what s

o "Durban C
12th Au
R

This year, our Graham Cheetham Memorial Run, which is still a popular and treasured outing, has been
combined with the VCC BEST OF BRITISH event. The Graham Cheetham Memorial Bsipeisially valued by
a lot of the guys from other clubs who knew Graham welrhis will be a once off event, hereafter we will

revert back to holding it as a special event, which is still so popular.

We have had a couple of new members. Gavin Mills who has a TR3A and Mannetjie and Sherryl Nortje who
have acquired a 2000 MK 1 Triumph, which will no doubt spice up our noggins and runs, which is just as wel
as we have also lost two members, Darryl and Rosemary Hurter who have emigrated to Australia to be with
their children. They clearly are on a lovely new adventure and we wish them walb doubt they will spend

quite a bit of time travelling around the country, taking every opportunity to get to know their new home.

We have also tried to have Saturday noggins in the form of a braai at The German Club or other venues in
order to give variety to our members and also the opportunity to drive their cars to the evertmfortunately
driving around here at night is not so safe anymore and with these elderly treasures of ours, it is just not

worth taking the chance.

So as we get towards the end of the year and plan for our Prize Giving, we look back on all the lovely events
t hat we have had including this vy eltagmids ud\bajisi what a |
lovely bunch of people belong to THE TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB all over South Africa, and why we spe

much money and time on these yesteryear treasure®©ur fondest regards to u all.
Page8



kReglonal News
Bloamiontein

Greetings to all our dear Triumph friends. During our last club meeting it was decided that, moving forward, |
will be taking over the task of providing our regional feedback for the Free State Triumph club. | accept this
task with great humility and respect from our chairman Alan Dickens. All things Triurnglated have been
relatively quiet here in Bloemfontei® mainly because of the freezing weather. The Triumph club did exhibit
some cars at the annual Cars in Park on 9 August in conjunction with several other car clubs from Bloemfon-
tein. Considering that it was probably the coldest day of the year, attendance by the public was quite satisfac
tory. There was truly something for everyone: from vintage cars to the uttradern. And in true Free State
fashion we also had quite a large tractor exhibition at Cars in the park, with tractor rides available the public.
Whet her you | i ke MGs, Jaguars, Fords, Mercedes,
camera was certainly kept busy with all the car eysandy. Hopefully we will be venturing outside more with

our Triumphsd Spring weather permitting of course.

Regrettably some of our club members had to spend less time in their Triumphs since they were in hospital.

Alan was hospitalized for quite some time bube is now convalescing at home. Barry le Roux suddenly had to
have bypass surgery but all went smoothly and he is also recovering at home. My beloved wife, Eleanor also
had to be hospitalized for some treatment but | am happy to report that she is also home and doing well. We

are thankful that they are all out of hospital and we wish them good health.

Between Eleanor and myself, we are trying to enlist more members in our club. Currently we have discoverec
that 2 very young families in our suburb have beautiful Spitfirésa racing green Spitfire 4 (MK1) and a signal

red MK3. Hopefully we can convince them to join our Triumph fraternity!

That is it from my side. | wish you all good health and sunny, clear skies so that those Triumphs can be en-
joyed.

Greeting from Bloemfontein, Walter Muller.

Cars in the Park exhibition, 9 August 2018
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[Reglenal NIews
The Pretoria Cemntre

Hi All

Not | ong to go to year end. WOJHRwhenll &msupposeddo bargtieed n
and relaxingior slowing down.

Since coming back from our Nationals in May, we

represented at Cardgn-the-Park on the 5th of August, with a full display in our usual parking %r,ga. ,
2 et %, " : 503

Dirk du Pl essisds presentation of his F40 drivin
and | must also commend Nols on our Centenary Run and arrangements. Our Q4 petrol winner was no othe!
than Taco Kamstra in his olittle Red Spitfired w
wi || use his Cadillac ééeée...for obvious reasonsée
organised for our club members to attend. It really is quite an experience travelling around Pretoria in the

old passenger coaches pulled by these enormous steam Iocomotives,/-

One of our winter Noggins featured g,
some slot car racing, which proved to _ b .
be quite an exciting hit, with many of % 0 LY L - S X)W’
our members totally focused on dl B s, i

crossing that finish line first !




Letters to the editor ééé. circa Se

There has been much discussion about Regional Newsletters, Sabriaad Web Sites publishing members

contact details. | | | | |
With the move Internationally on Data Protection, attached is the TR Drivers Club ruling on this. It is perhaps

important for us to be aware of any law changes in SA.

Eric Fletcher .

==

I Changes to Data Protection

Please take the time to read the follow-
ing, and act accordingly in relation to it,
There are changes being made to the
Data Protection regulations that come
into force on the 25th May 2018.

These new regulations will directly
impact the manner in which Car Clubs -
and other formal institutions - handle,
store and transfer data. As a result, it's
important that we as a Club are ready for
these changes.

The current Data Protection Act of 1998
is being up-weighted by the new General
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). The
Club - and your committee members -
have certain responsibilities in relation to
this new regulation to which we have to
comply.

This is not a voluntary scheme, it is the
law of the nation and we need to comply.
It would be much appreciated if you'd
read and understand the following
paragraphs.

Historically, all TRDC members have
been asked on the membership form
when joining the club if theyd like their
details shared with the local secretary.
We have to change this wording, and it's
NOw necessary for each and every club

member to positively state that they
(you) agree to having your information
shared with other members, This will not
include any postal address; and also that
YOu agree to receive communications via
email.

With the GDPR coming into force on
25th May 2018, all members who wish to
update their limited data release require-
ment recorded on the TRDC data base are
requested to send in an updated mem-
bership form to the Membership Secre-
tary as soon as possible; this will be
downloadable from both the TR-
Drivers.com website and the TR-Driver’s
Facebook page.This is to ensure that your
information is secure, and that your
wishes are on record. So in summary;,
what do you need to do?

Complete the revised Membership
Form, making sure that you tick the boxes
that signify your agreement to informa-
tion sharing - if that is your wish. Then
send the completed form back to the
Membership Secretary without delay.
That's it! Your help and support on this
matter are very much appreciated. Thank
you,

Simon Bryan Club Secretary

' Pagell



Good morning Helen
| have a two new adjustable Shock Absorbers for Triumph Spitfire or GT6

e Also have a new PVC wiring Loom for TR3
e“e(sxo Looking for Aluminium Tappet cover for TR3
e&\ov P\\‘e\ Contact Pierre Cronje 07513 9432

QS
O
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NEWSFLASHUPDATENATIONAL GATHERING 2020
Save the Datefi Golden Gate 2020 01 May - 05 May 2020. (so numerically speaking- 01-05-05-2020)

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkhkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkk

Hi Helen,
Here is something for Sabrina.

Many TR7 owners battle to find the gearbox filler hole and even resort to filling using the drain hole resulting
in the box being under filled. Heyns manual does not show the filler point except in an unexplained photo on
page 10. The photograph attached shows it clearly being filled. It is taken from the left hand side of the car .
On the right you can see the front of the gear box mount and on the left the exhaust down pipe mount in
between them is the filler..

Eric Fletcher.
o TR7 Gearbox Fillg

Pagel2



Letters to the editorééé. .circa Sec¢

Here is an interesting article on Motor Clubs with particular reference to Pretoria.
Eric----

NEWS FROM THE Z0OO by Roger Houghton

WHERE HAVE ALL THE
MOTOR CLUBS GONE?

here is a seismic shift taking place in social clustering in the

2lst century. This is impacting on all kinds of clubs and

organisations, from gentlemen's clubs like the Rand Club

and Pretoria Club to motoring clubs such as the Pretoria
Motor Club and Rand Motoring Club.

Most of the country's dedicated motor clubs have faded away in
recent years or shrunken significantly in membership. | have seen
that happen to the clubs with which | have been involved or where
| am currently a member.

| joined the Pretoria Motor Club in 1961 and this organisation
became an integral part of my life for several decades. | was
newsletter editor and club secretary for many years and a regular
competitor in motor sport events. A move to live in Johannesburg
saw my involvement with the PMC end in the 1990s, but the club
was already losing members with little new blood joining.

PMC was certainly not the only club losing membership, with
most other similar clubs going the same way or have faded away
completely, like the once-famous and historic Rand Motoring Club.

The demise of the motor clubs is impacting on motorsport too,
with few big sponsors for events, fewer competitors and a problem
finding people to assist the organising team in running the actual
events. It is a sad situation.

Some of the special interest clubs to which | belong — The Lotus
Register, Vintage Motorcycle Club, Classic Motorcycle Club, and
the Pretoria Old Motor Club — are still keeping the doors open,
although membership has fallen.

More worrying is the fact the members of the classic car and
bike clubs are an ageing group, with few young people joining.
Obviously, this also applies to the diminishing number of people
with the necessary skills to keep these older cars and bikes on the
road.

The seriousness of the situation was brought home to me by
the Chairman’s Chat in a recent edition of Kickstart, the monthly
magazine of the Vintage Motorcycle Club. Acting chairman lan
Holmes wrote: “We are at a very critical stage in the life of our
club. We need to take some tough decisions.”

He went on to spell out three options.

The first was to fill all the positions on the committee —
something which didn't happen at the last AGM. This requires
members to fill the positions of chairman, treasurer, membership
secretary, editor, and event organiser. lan's comment on this
situation was: “All appeals for membership to step forward and fill
these roles have fallen on deaf ears to date.”

The second and third options are for the club to lose its
independence and for the VMC to become a special interest group
(motorcycle chapter) of the Vintage Car Club of SA, which has its

Ti » -‘l-;
TSHWANE MOTOR CLUB

focus on motor cars or for members just to join the VC itself.

“We cannot wait until the next AGM in August to do this (make
a decision about the future of the club) as by then events will have
overtaken us,” concluded Holmes.

This is just once example of a club in trouble, but this situation
can be multiplied many times if one looks around the country.

Getting members to serve on committees seems the major
problem. Times have changed: with the advent of TV and now with
a large bouquet of programmes from which to choose, many
families and individuals are becoming more isolated from social
clusters such as clubs; they are quite happy to sit at home and
watch the goggle box!

Driving at night to club or committee meetings is also not an
attractive proposition for older members.

There are some exceptions to the current situation. These are
the clubs located in the areas where many motoring enthusiasts
(and their cars and bikes) have emigrated from Gauteng, being the
Westem and Southemn Cape. (Cape Town, Knysna, George and
Oudtshoom).

It seems that both the Westem Province Motor Club and the
Crankhandle Club, in particular, are flourishing, with plenty of
members and lots of events.

However, there is a ray of good news for those motoring
enthusiasts living in Gauteng with the recent launch of a new motor
club, Tshwane Motor Club, which will share the Pioneer Park
premises in Silverton, with the Pretoria Old Motor Club.

| attended the club's second meeting in early June and | was
most impressed by the unbridled enthusiasm of the management
team headed up by chairperson Susan Andrews and Tony Barbosa,
the vice-chairman and main mover-and-shaker. They already have
a team of committee members looking at various aspects of
running a motor club and are well advanced with getting affiliation
with Motor Sport South Africa.

They are already planning events, including a rally and motor
show in Ermelo later in the year, and will help the Pretoria Old
Motor Club with the running of Cars in the Park at Zwartkops
Raceway on 5 August. A grand launch function is planned for July
|4 at the clubhouse in Silverton. Let's hope they can put this initial
enthusiasm into action plans that will revive the motor club
following in Pretoria.

Footnote: | was saddened to see another indication of the
change in “social clustering” as | was finishing writing this column.
This had nothing to do with motoring, but rather with rose-
growing. It seems that in the 1960s the Royal National Rose Society
in the UK had 100 000 members, mainly men, Last year it closed
down.
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Spanner inthe Works........Your Technical Page/s

Letters to the editor ééénvoltd MoBa Sc¢

Reginald W. Groom

Muriel F.
The Edge, Milton Road
Box 138 UMTENTWEN! C/o Gelling
NATAL - S.A. 4235 At 3 Napier Road
0391 - 50467 Humewood
Port Elizabeth.
John White Esq Tel 522374
President SAVV A Fri 12th April 1985

P O Box 725
Port Elizabeth 6000

Dear Mr White
“ve. since 1983 at address on left above.

I am until Thursday next. with my S. African wife, staying at the home of her son in law
and daughter, until morning of 18th April; when we drive to Town House Hotel, Cape
Town, to fly home from there on 25th April.

It is only this morning that I have read the (your) article printed in the S A Digest of 15th
March Last.

I am the only ORIGINAL owner of a TRIUMPH ROADSTER 1949, buying such in
England in May 1949 after waiting two years for delivery. After driving it for 15 years I
set it up on blocks in my garage, since when it has not been driven under its own power.
(Incidentally I am 84 years old and have driven (without break) for 66 years. being a
fellow of Guild of Experienced Motorists and a long standing member of The Triumph
Roadster Club, UK. both, of course, of the UK.) (I am, also, and incidentally, a
member (Gold Seal) of the Institute of Patentees and Inventors; a member of The Magic
Circle of Gt Britain, lately Associate of The Institute of Marine Engineers and a Chemical
Engineer by profession.)

1 lived for 82 vears in Kent, England (38 years a Rotarian, Past President Rotary Club of
Bromley and now. past two years; member; Senior Active, of Rotary Club of Port

#Mcpstone, Natal) and following the death of my first wife in UK., in 1979 (52 years
cuarried) 1 came out to S A in 1980 to visit Mrs M Clark the widow/of a South African
Cousin of my late wife. other relatives, and to stay in Hotels in various parts of S.A. for
6 months.

Mrs Clark and I found we were so good for one another that [ came back the following
year to marry her in Port Shepstone, After dividing our time between UK. and S A
for two years ( (we) decided to live permanently in S A - I sold my house in Kent and
bought above Umtemtweni house April 1983.

About the time of my first wife’s death I started with the help of a friend to totally
dismantle my Triumph with view to restoring to pristine condition and entering some
time the T.R.C Concours d" elegance. Upon selling my U K. house the car was trans-
ferred to the “house™ of the friend. who anticipated with the help of a retired Rotary
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Friend (one time flight sergt R A F) carrying on with the restoration: After very little
being done:; about three months ago my friends informed me they had become “scared”
of the job without my intimate knowledge and guidance. As the nearest official
quotation to finish the job of restoration was 5, 000 - in spite of the good condition
of everything (barring, of course, mechanical) the body being all aluminium - excepting
heavy gauge steel front wings; I decided to Container ship the whole out to my house in
Umtentweni for my Black servant, Gardenerboy handyman (a splendid worker and
born “mechanic”) to be my hands and physical strength to rebuild under my direction.
The engine, clutch and gearbox were removed before I left U.K. and have been rebuilt
by a professional tuner.

Not being a Vintage or Veteran (The U K Triumph Roadster Club “only” qualifies as a
Classic and Throughbred) the Clubs listed in your article appear not for me but I write

you because I think your knowledge of the “Oldies” of South Africa could enable vou tQ'

point my feet in the right direction to a suitable Club.

I sincerely hope that I haven’t presemed too much on you by giving you so much to read
but I think maybe I could qualify to be the oldest actual restorer in South Africa of a
guaranteed original, and therefore of some interest.

Although T have given you this long screed to read 1 don’t want to give you work of
writing. Perhaps, therefore you could find the time to give me a telephone ring whilst 1
am so near to your home; before I move off. Taking the very long shot that you might
perchance be a Rotarian I would mention that I shall be lunching at R.C. of Algoa
Springbok Hotel. 12. 45 next Tuesday.

Please pardon the enormous number of faults in this typing but this is a strange machine
to me and my hands have lost some of their cunning'

Yours sincerely,

BT e 2
e, Gt
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Trlumph HistorySRSNQHDR ENOQ ¢

Manchester Police Rapid Response
Triumph TR48 1962

Triumph Stag MK1 with Sean Connery
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The Triumph Assembly Line
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August 25th 1980, and this Triumph Spitfire

becomes the last car ever on the assembly line
..from coventrytelegraph..
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Triumph History§ RSNQHDR ENO

KDU 497N8 the first 2 litre rally car prepared by
the Abington Works Department

...going places...

British Airways added their support
to the Works Triumph TR7 V8
rally programme by sponsoring the
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.and the Triumph Spitfire even featured in Playboy magazine...

PLAYBOY

What price glory? $2199:
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T riumph models 1923-1984

Triumph’s first 10 years
Triumph Cars produced in the first 10 years of Triumph's existence as a car builder.
The Triumph story starts when Siegfried Bettman, a pedal cycle manufacturer in Coventry, in 1902 changes the name of the company to
"Triumph" in the hope this name will be understood in all countries of Europe. The company soon starts building motorcycles in stead of
pedal cycles. The British Army uses lots of the production during World War 2.
S In April 1923 the first motorcar is presented: the Triumph 10/20 hp. The Triumph history as a car-
builder has started. The Triumph company gradually starts to expand into the car-building business
and the motor-cycle production is sold in 1936 to T.W. Sangster of Ariel motorcycles. The car to the

¢ left is the oldest surviving Triumph: a 1923 10/20 from Ireland, photographed at the 75 years Triumph
« Celebration in Gaydon organised by the British Motor Industry Heritage Trust.

A production overview over the first years:
10/20 and 10/20 sports (1923 - 1926)
13/35 (1924-1926)
15 (1926 1930) Together with above cars about 2000 were built.
Super Seven (1927 - 1932)
Super Eight (1933 - 1934) Together with "Seven" approx.17000 built
Scorpion (1931 - 1932) approx. 1500 built
Twelve/Six (1932 - 1933)
Super Nine (1932 - 1933)
Southern Cross 8.9 hp and 9.8 hp (1932 - 1934)
Ten (1933 - 1934) From Twelve/Six till Ten approx. 9000 built

The Triumph early cars 1933 - 1939

In these years Donald Healey was Triumph's technical director and Triumph built big, beautiful cars. But the economical situation became
difficult, and in 1939 the business was closed down due to huge debts. Until this unfortunate close down thousands of cars in various
models were produced

A few examples

A production shortlist:

e Gloria and Vitesse 4 cylinder. From 1933 - 1936 approximately 8000 were built.




Gloria Monte Carlo. From 1934 - 1935 Special version of above mentioned cars.

Gloria and Vitesse 6 cylinder. From 1933 - 1936 approximately 2000 were built.

Gloria 1.5 litre and 14 4 cylinder. In 1937 - 1938 approximately 500 were built.

Dolomite "Straight Eight". From 1934 - 1935 only 3 prototypes were built of this enormous car.
Vitesse and Dolomite 4 cylinder. In 1937 - 1939 approximately 4500 were built.

Vitesse and Dolomite 6 cylinder.

In 1937 - 1939 approximately 1750 were built.

Triumph "Twelve". Only 50 were built in 1939 of these nice and “cheap” cars when the factory was closed down and within a few weeks
time sold to Thos W. Ward Ltd, a Sheffield-based engineering company.

Triumph Mayflower

’IheMayﬂowerwasstyledinmoldﬁshionedway,andwasbasedonoldtedmology:
it uses a 1247 CC side-valve engine, which could produce 38 bhp.

But it was first in several ways to Triumph:
it was a unit-constructed car,

it was the first volume production Triumph car (about 34000
Mayflowers were produced)

it used a new coil spring front suspension. This suspension was
later used in the TR2 sports car.

The Mayflower was built in two versions:

* Mayflower "Saloon", production 1950 - 1953: 34990 cars (see picture)

* Mayflower "Drop head Coupé” built only 10 cars in 1950. This is the most "unique" car Triumph ever built. Also very rare are the
1939 Triumph Twelve (50 cars) and the 1939 Dolomite Roadster Coupé (also 50)




Triumph Roadster series 1946-1952

Triumph 1800 and 2000 series: the "Roadster" and the "Renown".
The elegant Roadster and Renown were 4-cylinder cars, produced in different versions.

1800 Town & Country Saloon. 4000 built 1946 - 1949
1800 Roadster. 2501 built 1946 - 1948

2000 Saloon. 2000 built 1949

2000 Roadster. 2000 built 1948 - 1949

A T £

g 2 RN TS s
2000 Renown I Saloon. 6501 built 1949 - 1951 (108 inch wheelbase)

® 2000 Renowned IT Saloon. 2800 built 1952 - 1954 (111 inch wheelbase)
e 2000 Triumph Limousine 190 built 1951 - 1952

Triumph TR2

car was a successful rally car from the start, which finished Le Mans and the Mille
glia. The Dutch driver Gatsonides with his English compagnion Richardson drove the
“last race.

History starts when in 1950 the TRX prototype was built, followed by the 20TS (later: TR1) in 1952. Both cars never made it to the
production lines.

In the years 1953 - 1955 the TR2 was produced: 8628 cars were built, priced 555 pounds at first, rising to 595 pounds in January 1954 to
625 pounds from October 1954.

The Triumph TR 2 was a fast car (104 mph, 150 km/h, 0-60mph/100 km/h in 11.9 seconds) but also very economical

e TR3 was the successor of the TR2 and has become the classic "side screen"
riumph sports car. It was built in 3 versions:

TR 3: 1955 - 1957. Production 13377 cars. Priced 650 - 680 pounds.




e TR 3A: 1957 - 1961. Production 58236 cars including "Italia" chassis. Price unchanged for years: 699 pounds.
» TR 3B: 1962 USA-export only. Production 3331 cars.

Triumph TR4

he TR4 was produced in two periods:

A TR4 during 1961 - 1965. Production total: 40253 cars. Basic price 750 pounds. The
R 4A was produced from 1965 till 1967. Production total: 28465 cars.

Triumph TRS and TR250
The TRS was produced during a short period of time: only in the years 1967 - 1968 TR5's rolled out of the factory.

The TR250 was the USA-market TR5, but due to specific regulations tuned down from 150 bhp (TRS5) to 104 bhp (TR250).
Production overview:

e TR 5: 1967 - 1968 production: 2974 cars. Basic price 985 pounds.

e TR 250: 1967 - 1968 production: 8484 cars.

Triumph TR6

The TR6 was a further development of the successful TR-series. The design was done by
rmann of Germany, which became the successor of Giovanni Michelotti who designed
\ ithe TR 4 and 5. The TR6 is a powerful car, capable of driving at high speeds.
| The 2498 cc 6 Cylinder OHV- engines capable of delivering 150 bhp to the wheels.
For the European market it was detuned to 124 bhp, for the USA even further: 104 - 106

~ In the period autumn 1968 - july 1976 some 91.850 TR-6's were produced

Triumph Spitfire versions

The Triumph Spitfire is probably the best-known Triumph all over the world. The small, elegant car was produced in different versions
during the period October 1962 - 1980!




Spitfire mk1: 45.754 produced. Small, easily damaged round the
Slights at the back on these first Spitfire's.

Spitfire mk2: 37.408 produced

Spitfire mk3: 70.00 approx. produced

° Spitfire mk4: 140.043 produced. Still a very popular and
reasonably priced car.

o Spitfire 1500: 91.137 produced. A much-developed version, with
straight lines and a very much-changed rear end.

The spitfire has a respectable racing history, it has even been in the Le Mans 24 hour races with some success. Several Le Mans replica
cars are now raced in the Dutch Historic races. One of them is the B.O.M.B. racing car driven by Arthur Denzler and Ina de Hoop.

Triumph GT6

The GT6, produced in the years 1966 - 1973 was built on the same chassis as the successful Spitfire. The car got closed bodywork and the
6-cylinder engine that can also be found in the Triumph Saloon cars. It's a very fast and sporty car to drive.

The power of the 6-cylinder sometimes creates envy with Spitfire-owners: a well-known conversion is the swap of the Spitfire engine to a
2000 CC 6-cylinder. These "power-spitfires” are easily recognised by the "bulb" in the hood: the standard Spitfire hood has no room for the
extra two cylinders. Production history of the GT6:

e GT6 Mark 1. 1966 - 1968 production: 15818 cars. Basic price 800 pounds.

e GT6 Mark 2 and Plus. 1968 - 1970 production: 12066 cars. The GT6 Plus was the USA version of the GT6 MK2. Detuned the
1998 cc 6-cylinder motor-produced 95 bhp instead of the Mk2's 104 bhp. Price 879 - 925 pounds.

e GT6 Mark 3. 1970 - 1973 production: 13042 cars. Also here a USA-version, but with the same name. Basic price 970 pounds,
rising to 1285 pounds.

Triumph Herald

The Triumph Herald is one of the longest production histories of Triumph cars. It's also the most produced model: all together about half
a million "Heralds" have left the Triumph factories.

It's often mistaken for the Vitesse, the 6-cylinder "brother” car. They can be recognised by the headlights: the Herald has single lights, the
Vitesse double.

Both cars are built one the same chassis, and belong to the so-called "sports six" group. The Triumph Herald was produced in a series of
models during the years 1959 - 1971.

A review with period, number produced and type:
e 1959 - 1961: 76860 Herald 948 Saloon and S
e 1959 - 1961: 15153 Herald 948 Coupé
e 1959 -1961: 8262 Herald 948 Convertible
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