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Editorial 

 

So here we are at the end of another year Great weather for driving with the roof down but 

some rain is going to be our request from Santa. 

            Things are warming up for the Nationals next May with Rene de Villiers issuing the 

agenda an other items for the BGM. 

            From the updated reports from Dennis Cook the Caapenaars are similarly busy with 

their arrangements. 

           Gerhard has the results of the Sabrina/Electronic issue and hopefully this will be sorted 

out at the BGM. 

  I have had some strange replies to my questions on your preferred font. I have had 

several E-Mails saying that they liked the new Format , to which I could only reply by saying 

thank you but it is the same format that I have used for the last 8 years. Similarly I have been 

told that the new font is great, what is it and what size? Again other than my first Sabrina it is 

the same font (Arial) and size (14) that I have used since my second Sabrina in 2008. It must be 

caused by global warming. 

  Perceptions are amazing devices . Here is a quotation from Novembers “Motor Sport’ 

from Nigel Roebuck discussing the Italian GP at Monza.” …..Lewis lapped in only 1m 

26.672…….. this being 3 seconds from his pole time of 1m 23.397. Where would this have 

qualified him for the 2004 Monza GP? Eighteenth ahead of only the Minardi’s of Baumgartner 

and Bruni………….Back in 04 Rubens Barrichello in a 3L Ferrari weighing 600 Kg, took the 

Monza pole with a time of 1m20.089 – and this when F1 was saddled with those wretched 

grooved tyres.” 

Makes you think doesn’t it” 

 And so to end here’s wishing you all the best over the festive season and a great New 

Year. Drive safely. 

Eric Fletcher 

    

Chairman’s Chat 
 

I cannot believe that another year is at its end and am sure you feel the same way… Time is 

flying by and we are looking forward to 2016 already. Looking back at 2015, I am sure there 

were times when you laughed, were sad, happy, excited and also think that if you had to turn 

back the clock, might do things a little different next time? But that’s life and it is a journey, 

with its ups and downs, but still to be enjoyed with your family, loved ones and friends.  

 The Triumph Sports Car Club also be seen as a family, with like minded people 

reserving Triumphs, many friendships are formed and enjoyed…  

As you are aware our next National Gathering will be held next year in May and 

although there are many reservations made for accommodation, only a couple of registrations 

with the Cape Town centre. If you will be attending, please complete your registration forms 

and submit them to Dennis Cook and his organising committee that they can complete their 

arrangements as there are many orders that have to be placed and time is running out. 

We will also be conducting our Biennial General Meeting and there are quite a couple 

of items to discuss as per the agenda published in this edition. We are also calling for 

nominations for the national committee, so please get them in as soon as possible. 

Please do take care and enjoy the festive season, drive safely, and enjoy the time with 

your loved ones, friends and family. Suzette and I would also like to take this opportunity of 

wishing you a Merry Christmas and best wishes for 2016. 

Triumphant Regards, 

Gerhard     

  



spares’ report 
 

SPARES FUND REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER  

2015.  

This year we have had the largest number of individual imports ever, namely 131, or an 

average of 12 each month. As before, there was a large variation in the size of orders, the 

smallest being for R25,00 and the largest for R36 047,00, and on average R2 465,00.  

           Fifty five Club members placed orders for up to R1000,00 and a total of 115 invoices 

were issued for amounts under R5000,00. During the year 38 parcels were sent to Club 

members outside Johannesburg, which means that about a third of the importers were “out-of-

towners”. 

          The deterioration of the South African Rand took its toll this year, with     charge-out 

prices going up about 36% over the year. Actual inflation of part prices per se  also had its 

influence and varied over the range of parts, with percentages of between 5% and 10% being 

recorded. Despite the combination of inflationary and exchange rate pressures, individual parts 

remain affordable. 

          For example, a pair of tie rod ends for a TR2/3/3A (one side of a car) can still be had for 

R612,00, and a front shock absorber for a Spitfire will set you back a scant R285,00.  Compare 

that to what you would pay for similar items on your family runabout.  

          A point which is raised from time to time is whether we should import parts for non-Club 

members. I have always maintained that by helping a Triumph car owner who is not a member, 

that person may be converted into a Club member, and this has proved to be the case in the 

majority of instances. The incidence is so low – it is in single percentage numbers-  that it is 

hardly worth charging non-members a different rate to that of Club members. Seen in 

perspective, it is really a non-issue. 

Another point which is raised from time to time is that we should consider importing from 

more than supplier. At this point I am against this for the following reasons:  Firstly, we have a 

40-year plus relationship with Moss-Europe and we enjoy a preferential price structure with 

them that I would not like to jeopardise. Secondly, of the 953 line items we imported, Moss 

failed to supply only 58 line items, or only some 6%. Moreover, on re-ordering those items a 

month or so later, we got most of them. This means that more than 95% of what we ordered 

from Moss-Europe was supplied.           Finally, the entire process of giving quotes, placing 

orders, opening boxes, invoicing out and so forth takes up between 4 and 5 x 8hour working 

days of my time every month. Adding a second supplier will mean doubling that time, which is 

not something I cannot handle at present. 

The time has come to consider reducing some of the surplus in the Spares Fund and Ed 

Grondel and I are looking at a formula that would be both practical and equitable, at the same 

time having regard to the need to be able to pay for imports up-front in case that should become 

necessary.    We are also looking at investing spare cash so as to yield a better return, again at 

the same time keeping sufficient working capital on hand. 

René de Villiers                                                                                                                                                                      

Spares Administrator                                                                                                                                                       

Triumph Sports Car Club of SA                                                                                                                                             

Johannesburg                                                                                                                                                                  

10th November 2015.  

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA, SPARES FUND                                                                            

YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2015. (Unaudited) 

INCOME STATEMENT 

INCOME                                             30 Sept 2014                  30 Sept 2015. 

Invoices issued to Members               284 459,00                       322 507,93 

Interest received                                        659,48                              749,98 

Total                                                    285 118,48                       323 257,91 



EXPENDITURE 

Moss-Europe: parts and shipping       217 987,40                        230 299,83 

Windscreens bought locally                    5 200,00                              Nil 

UPS: duties, VAT, delivery costs          47 874,48                         69 751,67 

Bank costs                                              1 516,33                           1 360,89  

Telkom: ADSL rental, calls                      3 034,00                           2 900,00 

Computer, stationery, printer ,postage    1 937,69                           3 677,76 

Total                                                     277 550,90                      307 990,15 

SURPLUS                                               7 567,58                         15 267,76     

 

ACCUMULATED FUNDS STATEMENT     

Balance at beginning of the year            80 204,63                        87 772,21 

Plus surplus                                              7 567,58                        15 267,76 

Balance at end of the year                     87 772,21                       103 039,97 

Represented by: 

Cash at bank                                         62 364,94                        110 851,92 

Wind screens (3 x R1300,00 near cash) 3  900,00                                Nil                                

Plus 30 day deposit                               20 351,12                        20 351,12 

Plus debtors                                            4 597,80                          6 721,97 

Less creditors                                          3 441,70                        34 885,09 

Total                                                      87 772,21                      103 039,97                                                                                               

 

REGISTRARS REPORt 
 
Our readers may recall that I expressed the hope that I shall be able to announce that we 

managed to access a total of 1100 cars in the register by December 2015. Well, I am sorry to 

disappoint you, but at the time of writing (13 November) we were two short at a total of 1098.  

No 'Register Victor Ludorum' can therefore be crowned yet. 

        The total in the September 2015 report was 1093, in other words, seven cars shy of our 

objective. Despite my call for help from our center secretaries my plea did not bear much fruit 

recently. Having said that, I must thank Dennis Cook for substantial car details supplied 

between the June and September reports period.  

          In a last minute attempt before this report I paid Jaco van Vuuren's workshop in 

Lyttelton, Centurion, a visit and as at many instances in the past, came away with a few new 

candidates not previously listed: two Spitfires and a TR3. I was also fortunate to capture details 

of a Spitfire Mk3 via the internet. Hopefully the magic figure can be reached before the 

nationals in May 2016. 

I felt very uncomfortable when I saw the South African Triumph Register published on the 

TSCC of SA website because I was very worried that our members and other Triumph owners 

could be at risk when the details of their cars appeared on the world wide web were it could be 

accessed by all and sundry. With all the fraud in terms of car identification details being cloned 

for criminal purposes nowadays this situation was the cause of great concern to me. After all, 

members and other Triumph owners entrusted their cars' vital identification details to me 

expecting it to be treated confidentially. I shared my concern with my fellow national 

committee members and was greatly encouraged by their support.       Fortunately our 

chairperson, Gerhard Vorster, in the process promised that the register will removed from the 

website as soon as possible. 

                  Members and other bona fide interested parties who require information about a 

certain Triumph are at liberty to contact me by telephone or email; my details appear on the 

inside front cover of Sabrina. 

               A warm word of thanks goes to all our members who supported my efforts with the 

register during the past year and who supplied new car details as well as updates on cars 



already in the register.  I wish all our members and readers a joyful festive season and a 

'triumphantly' prosperous 2016!  Cheers vir eers, Nols 

 

Notice of 2016 biennial general meeting 
 

          TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA  (“THE CLUB”):  20TH 

BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN OF THE 20TH BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING OF 

THE CLUB TO BE HELD IN THE AUDITORIUM,  (IN THE LITTLE SHOPPING 

CENTRE) HARTENBOS,                                                                                 AT 16:00 ON 

WEDNESDAY 4TH MAY 2016 

AGENDA 

WELCOME AND APOLOGIES/ATTENDANCE REGISTER 

MINUTES OF THE 19TH BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING HELD IN PORT EDWARD ON 

29TH APRIL 2014 (Published in Sabrina, June 2014) 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES                                                                                                                          

Proposed amendment to Constitution: Amendment of paragraph 6.2: The first sentence of the 

foregoing paragraph reads: “At all Biennial General Meetings of the National Body ten percent 

of the registered members of the National Body shall form a quorum”.   It is proposed that the 

number “ten percent” be amended to read  : “five percent”.   Motivation: In the event of a lower 

attendance at National Gatherings, at which time BGM’s are customarily held, the proposed 

lower percentage should ensure that a valid quorum will be present at a duly called BGM, thus 

enabling the meeting so convened to transact business. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

REGISTRAR’S REPORT 

TREASURER’S REPORT  

EDITOR OF SABRINA: REPORT 

SPARES FUND :  REPORT AND SPARES FUND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

GRAHAM CHEETHAM FUND 

SAMCA REPORT 

GENERAL 

1. Club insurance scheme: John Dobbins 

2. Printing of individual membership cards every year: Ed Grondel: The 

possession of an individual membership card does not allow access 

to any premises nor does it offer any discounts on purchases, and it 

is proposed that the issuing of membership cards every year be 

done away with so as to save on printing costs and administrative 

effort. 

3. Completion of SAMCA indemnities every year: To be noted that 

indemnities need not be completed each year, provided a reliable 

and easily accessible record of currently valid indemnities is kept.  

All new members will still be required to complete indemnities, as 

will members’ guests. 

4. Sabrina: electronic vs. hard copy 

Sabrina Format survey September 2015: 

 

CENTRE 

No 

Members 

 

Electronic 

Hard 

Copy 

 

Both 

 

Either 

 

Neither 



       

Cape Town  

61 

 

22 

 

1 

 

0 

 

0 

 

4 

Bloem 12 3 7 0 2 0 

KZN 91 15 39 8 0 0 

PE 77 26 9 4 0 0 

Joburg 96 27 9 2 0 0 

Pretoria 52 22 8 10 0 0 

Border         8 0 0 8 0 0 

TOTAL 397 115 73 32 2 4 

% of 

Members 

  

28.97 

 

18.39 

 

8.06 

  

 

The following should be noted:   (i) The software used for electronic copies is payable in US$, 

and as at 2015 costs some $625.00 per year.   This cost will have to be shared by electronic end 

users.   (ii)  Approximately 300 hard copies are currently printed, at approximately R30,00 per 

copy. Shorter print runs could cost up to 15% more.  (iii)  Sabrina currently has 48 pages A5 

size, black and white,  plus four full colour covers, in other words some 24 pages A4 size, 

printed on both sides plus covers. The printing of a personal hard copy from an electronic 

database will have a cost.  

 

5. Surplus on National Account 

Proposal Number One 

Barrie Downes (Cape Town Centre) has submitted the following:                                                                      

Subject: “Future financial support for National Gatherings from the National body”                                 

Motivation                                                                                                                                                                               

The National body has some R45 000,00 banked according to the 2014 Financial report 

published in the March 2015 Sabrina, page 4.                                                                                                                                                   

Proposal                                                                                                                                                                                             

I would like to propose that the National body makes some funding available for future 

National Gatherings and, if this is not possible, I would like to ask to what purpose these funds 

will be put? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposal Number Two 

 

Rob McLeod (Johannesburg Centre) has submitted the following: 

Proposal:                                                                                                                                                                      

Regarding what to do with the approximately R45 000,00 surplus in the National Account, I 

propose: 

1. That 90% of the surplus funds be apportioned back to the various 

Triumph Club Centres in South Africa based on each Club Centre’s 

paid-up membership 

2. That the funds thus allocated to each Centre be deposited in a 

separate interest bearing account for the benefit of future National 

Gathering expenses incurred by that Centre 



3. That future contributions/subscriptions from the Centres to the 

National Account be calculated so as to just cover the expenses 

paid from the National Account, and so that the build-up of a large 

surplus on that account be avoided in future 

Motivation:                                                                                                                                                                            

The accumulated surplus on the National Account was built up over a long period of time, and 

this proposal will ensure that the funds are returned to the Club members who paid it in the first 

place, (clearly with the minor exceptions of people who are no longer members of the Club). 

Furthermore, by establishing such a core of funds, it will also encourage the various Club 

Centres to add to their fund, and so prepare for future National Gatherings 

Proposal Number Three 

Dave Sawyer   (Johannesburg Centre) has submitted the following: 

Proposal:                                                                                                                                                                                               

I propose that this whole amount of R45 000,00 be divided equally amongst all Club members 

in order to discount their 2016 subscriptions                                                                                                                        

Motivation:                                                                                                                                                                            

The accumulated surplus belongs to all Club members and should be returned to them 

 

 

 

Pretoria Centre has submitted three separate proposals as hereunder 

Proposal Number Four 

Proposal 

The TSCC of SA treasurer invests the surplus funds in the national account in a favourable 

interest bearing account in order to grow the funds so that the five national gatherings 

scheduled from 2018 up to 2026 each be subsidised from the available funds in five more or 

less equitable proportions. 

Motivation 

From 2018 up to 2026 the following five TSCC centres will have an opportunity to host a 

national gathering in succession every second year: Pretoria, Johannesburg, Port 

Elizabeth/Border, Kwazulu-Natal, Cape Town. An equitable formula can be applied to ensure 

that each national gathering be awarded a fair share of the grown funds until depletion in 2026. 

 

Proposal Number Five 

Proposal 

The TSCC of SA treasurer invests the surplus amount in the most favourable interest bearing 

investment account for a period of seven years in order to grow the funds maximally so that the 

total amount accumulated over the period be made available to help finance a special national 

event, to be held more or less in the centre of the RSA, in celebration of  the centenary of the 

Triumph car in 2023. 

Motivation 

Celebrating 100 years of the car marque, Triumph, the reason for the existence of the TSCC, 

could be the most important future event for Triumph club members, owners and enthusiasts. 

The accumulated funds will enable the TSCC to assist its members to participate in this great 

historic event a mere seven years away from 2016. Support for this proposal and the event can 

be seen as an act of faith in the future of the club and its members. The national gatherings of 

2022 and 2024 could even be postponed for the sake a massive celebratory event in 2023 

hosted by the TSCC of SA rather than a single centre.    

 

Proposal Number Six 

Proposal 



The surplus amount be invested by the national treasurer in a special membership fund that will 

make it possible to pay the national membership fee of each member of the TSCC of SA from 

2017 until the fund is depleted. 

Motivation 

Each TSCC member will benefit from the accumulated funds in the national account in future. 

 

6. National Gathering 2018 

7. Any other matters 

ELECTION OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS: National President; Chairman; 

Registrar; Treasurer; Editor; Spares Fund Administrator; SAMCA Representative.  

 

 

 

 

 

CLOSURE 

Notes: 

1. Club members who cannot attend the meeting may appoint a proxy 

in writing. Such appointment should be given to the Chairman 

before the meeting. 

2. Nominations for the National Committee may be lodged with the 

Chairman.  

 
 
 
National Gathering may  2016 

 

The Cape Town centre is looking forward to hosting you at the 2016 
National Gathering in Hartenbos from 2-7 May 2016.  Booking of 
accommodation is progressing very briskly. We visited Hartenbos in 
November to finalise functions with the resort and others. At that time 
there was only one 2 sleeper unit left; which means that sharing becomes 
more of an imperative. There are 4 types of accommodation in our part of 
the resort, which is marked B on the site map. The position of these units 
can be seen on the site plan and are:  
 

• 2RBB/2RU - Chalets that sleep one couple – twin beds in open 

plan, shower bathroom 

• 6RB/6RC etc - 2 bedroom units, which have a covered stoep with a 

built in braai; big enough to park a TR.  The 2 bedroom units would 

be suitable for sharing. They are described as 6 sleeper on the site 



plan but these have 3 single beds in the second bedroom and 

another in the living area. Separate bathroom with bath and shower 

• 3RBB/3RU- 3 Bed luxury units. These have a double bed and a 

single in the kitchen area. Shower bathroom, carport with braai 

• 4 RB- 4 Bed unit. 2 bedrooms -double bed and twin beds in second. 

Carport with built in braai. Separate bathroom.  

Please refer to the site plan for our accommodation. This shows the 
location of the various accommodation units and the rates per night.  Just 
opposite is the heated indoor pool, Pick ‘n Pay, Spur and several shops, 
including liquor store so all of your earthly needs are catered for. 
 
 
Having visited again we have found that bath towels, 
braairooster/grid are supplied to each unit. You need bring only a 
swimming towel if you are going to use the beautiful white sand 
beach in front of the accommodation.  
We have been promised a large communal braai in our resort area for 
informal get togethers. 
 
Booking : When booking you will deal with the Marketing dept and not 
their general reservations desk at Hartenbos and each individual must 
make their own reservations for accommodation. When booking please 
quote booking Number 305233 – in name of Dennis Cook -and the unit 
number that you require. Our reservation is from 2- 7 May; 5 nights at low 
season rates. When booking Hartenbos will need your ID number and 
physical address for their records; if you make a reservation by 
email, please include this information.  

Tel: +27 (44) 601-7200 (ask for marketing Dept – Laurette ). email :  laurettek@atkv.org.za or 

Karen Phipson -marketing manager; e mail : KarenP@atkv.org.za  

They will send you an invoice with bank details for EFT payment or, when 
you complete the form you can give your credit card details for the 
payment.  A deposit of 50% is required to secure your booking, with the 
balance payable in January 2016. All bookings are done with the resort as 
the Nationals organisers are not able to assist in accommodation matters.  
 
Costs of the National Gathering: The reservation form is forwarded 
herewith. We have been able to secure significant sponsorship so we 
offer an all-inclusive package for attendance with 1 car for 1 person for 
R800 and for a couple with 1 car R1150. This includes all events, a shirt 
for the Driver, bumper badge and dashboard plaque. You will also be able 
to enjoy wine at the welcome function and Gala Evening courtesy of our 

mailto:laurettek@atkv.org.za
mailto:KarenP@atkv.org.za


sponsors.  Because the Gathering is being heavily subsidised we are not 
able to give rebates for any events/functions not taken in.  
 
Programme for the National Gathering. We have tried to include some 
relaxation time, particularly for those who have had a long drive, and the 
Simola Classic hill climb now takes place on Friday 6 May, when we had 
originally arranged the scenic drive (for points scoring) so we have had to 
make the Friday a somewhat open day. 
 
Mon 2 May: Registration/Welcome braai 
Tues 3 May: Relax day. Clean cars, judges briefing pm/ free night 
Wed 4 May:  Concours am/BGM pm followed by a social (braai/other) 
Thur 5 May: Driving test am/ Scenic drive to Groot Brak and visit superb 
private car collection pm/ Free night 
Frid 6 May: Visit Knysna / view Brian Bruce car collection, optional attend 
the Simola Classic hill climb. Gala Evening and prizegiving in the Mossel 
Bay city hall.  
Sat 7 May : Depart for home- or stay to enjoy the Knysna Festival of 
Speed.  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------ 
 

Knysna Motor show- We have only recently learned that the Knysna 
Motor show has been brought forward to 1 May 2016. Some of us will be 
booking in from 30 April to take in the Knysna Motor show on 1 May.  This 
is one of the best organised and selective Motor shows in South Africa 
and gets extensive media coverage.  
The Knysna Motor Show does not form part of our National 
Gathering but many of our members have indicated a wish to join a 
Triumph display at the Show. A convoy will thus leave from Hartenbos on 
the morning of 1 May to the Knysna motor show where a special parking 
and display area has been arranged for our Cub.  If you wish to attend this 
show please indicate on the registration form.  If you book 
accommodation in Hartenbos for these 2 nights you will, unfortunately, 
have to pay a higher rate for your accommodation as they fall into high 
season and are not covered by the rates that we have secured for our 
Gathering.  
 
Simola Classic hill climb. This takes place in Friday 6 May and, based 
on feedback from some of our members, we thought to include this event 
which grows ever bigger and more exciting so as not to bleed our own 
programme.  There is limited parking at the hill climb venue and access is 
difficult. A convoy will leave early from Hartenbos early morning Friday to 
visit a superb private classic car collection in Gasoline Alley- a collection 
being opened specially for us. There is also possibly the biggest collection 



of scale model cars. We will view the collection from 08:30- 10:00 after 
which those who wish to see the classic hill climb will drive to the school 
parking (site of the Classic car show on 1 May) where secure parking is 
available. A shuttle service (for which you will have to pay) will take you 
up to Simola.  
Those who don’t wish to watch the hill climb have a range of options: 
There will be a parade of the supercars and big guns taking part in the hill 
climb on 7 &8 May- the parade will be at noon, after which the cars will be 
parked at the water font for scrutineering.  
The Waterfront and its attractions, shops etc is a short walk from our 
parking. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

  

 

For office use:  

Acc 

No………… 

Paid : 

………….. 



TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB of SA 

HARTENBOS National Gathering 2016 

1/2 May- 7 May 2016 - R E G I S T R A T I O N       F O R M 
 

SURNAME:…………………………………………… .FIRST NAME……………………………………… 

 

PARTNER :……………………………………………..FIRST NAME ……………………………………… 

 

POSTAL ADDRESS:…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………………………………CODE……………………………… 

 

TELEPHONE :  Home ………………………………….. Mobile: …………………………………………… 

 

CLUB CENTRE :…………………………………………  TSCC Membership No : ……………… 

 

E MAIL : …………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

Accompanying Children: Number and Ages: ………………………………………………………………… 

 

HARTENBOS UNIT No. BOOKED:  

 

SPECIAL DIETARY REQUIREMENTS : ……………………………….................................................. 

 

DATE OF ARRIVAL…………………………..DATE OF DEPARTURE…………………………………….. 

 

DETAILS of TRIUMPHS ATTENDING CONCOURS: 

 

D’ELEGANCE :   MODEL…………………………YEAR………………REG.NO………………………. 

 

D’ETAT :             MODEL…………………………YEAR………………REG.NO……………………… 

 

NOT SHOWING: MODEL .………………………..YEAR…..………….REG.NO……………………… 

 

ATTENDING – please tick the box 

 

Knysna Motor show 1 May     

 

Welcome party         2 May                    

  

 

 



Gala Evening                              

 

 

Shirt Size :  Member                         

 

Please advise if you will be sharing accommodation: 

 

Sharing with…………………………………………………………Unit No.  
……………………. 

 

 

Signature……………………………………………………………..Date……………………… 

 

 

 

 

BOOKING INFORMATION – TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 

REGISTRATION FEE : a registration fee of R800.00 for 1 person plus car or 
R1150 for partner in 1 car, includes participation at all events, the Welcome 
party/Gala evening, wine at events plus a Goody Bag per car including golf 
shirt and bumper badge.  

50% of the registration fee is to be paid upon registration but before 30 
November 2015 and the balance by 31 January 2016. Send your registration 
form to : info@capetriumph.za.org with Subject Heading Nationals 2016 or 
post it to : TSCC, PO Box 698, Noordhoek, 7979 

 

PAYMENTS : Payments are to be made by EFT to account:  TSCC Cape 
Town : Standard bank of SA; Branch : Pinelands Branch number : 036309, 
Account No. 078226929 
If making a payment by cheque, or a cash deposit please add R60 for 
bank charges.  
Please put your surname and Nat2016 as the reference. 
 

LATE REGISTRATION : Regrettably registration and payment after 31 
November will attract a late penalty of R100.00 

 

ADDITIONAL CARS: . If you want to enter an additional car into the 
Concours; a fee of R75.00 is payable per car to cover costs. 

mailto:info@capetriumph.za.org


 

ENQUIRIES/CLARIFICATION : In case of any queries contact : : 
info@capetriumph.za.org 

 

  Concours 2016- Hartenbos 

 

Supplementary Rules of Concours 

The Concours shall be conducted in conformance with “format and rules 
of National concourse of the Triumph Sports car club of South Africa, Rev 
2 January 2004- a copy of which is available on the national website. 
These supplementary rules will also govern the concourse without, in any 
way, conflicting with the above-mentioned rules. 
 

1. It is a condition of entering the National concours that entrants agree 

to abide by the national rules as well as these supplementary rules. 

Entry into the concourse is deemed to indicate acceptance of both. 

2. The judges at the concours of volunteers give of their time and do 

not purport to be technical or other experts in their fields. In judging 

the cars they will exercise their best, but at all times discretionary 

judgement. 

3. No participant in the Concours may enter into any dispute or 

discussion about the judging of his/her car either during or after the 

Concours. In the case of such occurrence, the participant will be 

summarily disqualified without any right of appeal or recourse. 

4. Right of Appeal: should any participant feel that his/her car has in 

any way been unfairly judged they may bring this to the attention of 

the clerk of concours in accordance with Para 5.5 of the rules.  

5. Should the Clerk of the Concours not choose to use his sole 

discretion in terms of para 5.5, he shall have the right to refer the 

matter to a sole arbitrator who shall be the chairman of the 

organising committee for a final decision. No further appeal will be 

permitted. 

6. All participants in Concours agree to accept judging duties if 

requested to do so 

7. If any item or part of the car required to be judged is not presented 

the judges shall be justified in allocating a score of zero. 

8. All cars shall carry or be equipped with functional fire extinguishers.  

Duties of Judges. 

Judges are to facilitate the process of scoring by: 
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1. Ensuring that the participants have complied with the rules by 
clearly completing their details on each of the scoring sheets. 

2. clearly printing judges names on each of the scoring sheets 
3. Not awarding any score of less than full points for CONDITION 

without providing   the reasons for penalising the score on the score 
sheet.  

4. Ensure that the scoring sheets are correctly totalled  
5. Calling for the participant to be present in the case of any difficulties 

that may prejudice the judging;  e.g car not starting.  
  

REGIONAL REPORTS  
 
Bloemfontein 
 

 

It is with a heavy heart as I write this report for Sabrina.  Our second-longest standing member 

has just passed away.  I know that Charles Mitchell is well known to many of the Triumph 

Club members.  He has been a member for as far back as the 1970s, his member number being 

1014.  He has owned quite a few Triumphs, his current being a TR2.   

He was always busy with the running of the club, as well as organising events and recruiting 

new members when a new Triumph turned up in Bloem.  

  We are really going to miss him at our Noggins and events, his attendance being close 

to 100%.  To Judy his wife (they recently celebrated their 50th anniversary), we extend our 

deepest sympathy, and you are in our thoughts and prayers.   

We have not had any further runs since last Sabrina, so I have not got much to report 

on.  Our year-end Christmas party was a great success and the attendance was very good.  

Some of the ladies went to a lot of trouble to dress up the tables, making the place look very 

Christmassy.  A good time was had by all. 

             By the time this gets to you some of you will already be away on your Christmas 

vacation.  We from Bloem wish you a happy and prosperous new year, and if you are going 

away have a safe trip. 

 

God bless, 

Alan 

 

Border  
 

Greetings all, 

 

Well with December almost upon us I am now falling victim to that old saying, “the older you 

get the quicker the years fly by”, and my word 2015 has been no exception. 

Getting older also reminds me of the constant struggle we are all probably facing in 

trying to keep our regional clubs alive by attracting new membership, especially the younger 

generation. Thanks to TV shows like “The Classic Car Show (UK)” and “Chasing Classic Cars 

(USA)” we can rest assured that there is a lot more interest out there and that our cars are 

appreciating in value, so why aren’t there more candidates joining our clubs? It is great to see a 

number of our regional clubs having gone digital (websites, newsletters etc.), as this is certainly 

a medium which can be shared by targeting a wider audience. Maybe there is hope for us all 

yet, so well done you TR digital fundi’s out there who have made the transition.!!  



I guess membership issue also lies with our selfish selves, in not wanting to release any 

of our cars to extended friends, family members and / or children… My daughter often talks 

about the day when she will take my TR out and go jawling with her friends; only to be met 

with my rather hurried excuse of “that’s nice darling, but you should be aware that the car is 

quite powerful, has a heavy clutch and no power steering….So you’ll need to go for your HGV 

licence after you have finished your learners; OK?”   

 

Anyway our club is still bubbling along with about 8 active couples and a few long lost friends 

dropping in occasionally. On October 17th we took part in a joint Triumph Run with the MG 

club, meeting at the East London German Memorial for a round the City rally which ended at 

the Highgate Hotel for lunch. A rather nice Sangria was served to complement steak (cooked to 

order on the braai) egg and chips, which set the afternoon off to a dizzy start ;-) .  

We are now planning our Christmas function with a choice of venues, so by the time 

you reading this I am pleased to say we had a bloody marvelous time for a bunch of old toppies 

and hats off to Gav Turner, Geoff Kriel and Johno Williams for their superb cameo 

performance of “The Full Monty”. 

With 2016 around the corner a number of us are already looking forward to the 

Nationals; maybe if there is enough support and lobbying out there, Gav, Geoff and Johno 

might be willing to lay on a repeat performance as part of one of the evening’s entertainment 

(email Gav at  kwikfitel@webmail.co.za or Geoff at horizongsk@vodamail.co.za and start 

lobbying). Either way I am just hoping that it will be as fun and entertaining as the Nationals 

put on by our friends in KZN.      

May I close in wishing you all a safe and joyous Christmas and a prosperous New 

Year…!! 

Happy motoring! 

 

Phil Morris. 

 

    

  cape town 
 
No Report Submitted 

 
JOHANNESBURG 
 
I can only report on three events that have taken place since my last report in Sabrina, the 

fourth one would have been the Biennial Concours, but I see it was comprehensively covered 

by Eric in the last quarter. Well done to all who took part and to the organsers, I say, excellent 

job. 

During the month of September, Johannesburg hosted the annual Quiz: Jhb against 

Pretoria. Our resources must have been seriously depleted after doing so well at the big Inter-

Marque Quiz, because we came second, only by a whisker, mind you. 

Our September run was an interesting run to the south of Jhb; a breakfast at the fancy 

Thabo Eco Lodge. Amazing views and a nice drive lead by Mark Hirst and Eddie Steele made 

for a good day out. 

Our report on the Jhb AGM will be reported in the next issue. 

Finally our most recent run for October took us on a 50km spin into the Muldersdrift 

countryside, finishing up at Hakumanatata Lodge for brekkies. 

Two farewells: I’m very sad to report that a new member John Simm passed away. We 

wish his family our sincere condolences.  Our long-standing and enthusiastic ex-committee 

mailto:kwikfitel@webmail.co.za
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member, Rhys and Cathi Collins has recently said farewell to our shores. The young family and 

the Stag are now firmly settled in the UK, within a half hour’s drive of Cliff and Coral 

Turnbull. Keep in touch please. 

Happy safe motoring.  And I wish all members country-wide and abroad a Blessed 

Christmas and New Year. 

Mike Gilchrist. 

 

Goodbye & Good luck to TSSC Johannesburg Centre 

 

It is time to say goodbye! 

Some of you are aware that Cathi and I have recently made the decision to return to the UK. 

Cathi has been in the UK with Adam and Scott since the beginning of September 2015 to make 

sure that they start the new school year (Adam doesn’t have long to go to his GCSEs). I 

wrapped everything (house, cars, money etc.) up by the end of October and I’m sitting here in 

Aldershot on my first day at work in the UK on the 9th November! 

We have taken this decision for a variety of reasons and leaving South Africa was an 

incredibly tough decision and one that Cathi and I didn’t take lightly. We have spent 24 years 

in total in this lovely country and 14 of them have been with our Triumph Stag. We were 

married here, our children were born here – we have immensely strong ties to the country even 

though both of us were born in the UK. 

I met Cathi in Johannesburg in 1991 and took her back to the UK in 1994 when my 

three year contract came to an end. However the lure was strong and I accepted another 

contract back here in 1997 and we have been here ever since. We were married in 1999 and I 

officially ‘arrived’ in 2001 when I became a permanent resident and imported my Stag from 

storage in the UK (which I had acquired in 1995 during that ‘break’ back in the UK. 

We have many, many memories of breakfast runs around the Magaliesberg area or 

down to the Vaal area and it is amazing that in that whole time we only visited one National 

Gathering and that was without the Stag in Port Edward in 2003 (I think). Over the years the 

Stag attended 6 annual Concours events  and won two Gold, two Silvers medals and one bronze 

medal.  In the days before medals it came first in class for d’Etat as well (That was the 

Concours at the Johannesburg Botanical Gardens way back!) 

 

 

I also enjoyed my stint as regional secretary between 2006 and 2008. Its always nice to 

‘give back’. 

My two boys Adam and Scott have grown up around Triumphs and they will have 

many happy memories of the various outings – I am grateful for that. In fact Adam, who is now 

14, has told me that the Stag is his when I die. That’s nice. 

Unfortunately in recent years (actually since 2007 when we started a new company via 

a management buy-out) due to family and work commitments I have just been unable to 

participate in the Noggins, Breakfast Runs and Nationals and I regret that a lot. The priority 

unfortunately had to be family and work. 

We will miss the many friends we have made – Mike Gilchrist, John Dobbins, John 

Crowther, Jean Coppens, Eddie Steele, Gino Casieri. Mark Hirst & Keith Kelly to name a few. 

I sincerely hope to remain in touch in some way – perhaps the odd article for the 

newsletter or Sabrina (no promises!).  I wish all the very best to TSCC Johannesburg Centre for 

the future and I am leaving South Africa with many happy memories of enjoying Triumph 

motoring in the sun.  

Thank you all for making my Triumph time in South Africa very memorable. I’ll leave 

you with a photo of the old girl with the hard top on in front of the Voortrekker monument 

taken on the 1st of November 2015 – the day before I drove her into a shipping container. 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KZN 
 

I think 2015 has had ‘hot rod’ wheels on, whizzing past at an alarming rate 
and is it NOT because we are all maturing! 

Normally in August, KZN host the Graham Cheetham run but it was 
decided this year to have a Chairman’s run instead and to organise the 
Graham Cheetham run bi-annually.   Andy took us on a scenic drive along 
the old coastal road to Scottburgh.   It was a stunning morning so hoods 
were down, hair blowing in the breeze (for those still with hair!), driving 
along with the sun glinting on the sea. 

The venue chosen by Andy was the T.C. Robertson Nature Reserve 
where the boma had been booked and fires organised.   Andy’s decision 
for his choice was because it was half way between Durban and South 
Coast members and, consequently, we had an excellent turnout with six 
Spitfires, five TR7s, one TR4 and one TR3, twenty six members in total. 
It was not long before the fires were on because it was unanimously 
decided by the females that they wanted lunch and not supper!     

A delicious selection of salads supplied by the ladies was enjoyed 
with the braai, all accompanied with a few alcoholic beverages.    A 
leisurely time was spent sitting in dappled shade catching up with friends.  
There was a little consternation amongst the females on walking up the 



hill to the toilets to see a sign which read “beware of snakes” but none 
were seen. 

A poignant time for me, on reflection, as it was the last time Bing 
and I drove in Milly B, his Spitfire he so loved.  However, at our last 
noggin I promised everyone that I would have a go at driving her.  I don’t 
know why I never have because Bing taught me to drive in our first Spitfire 
but that was in the sixties and I was in my twenties, perhaps that says 
something! 
We had to have two attempts at Show Day because the first one on the 
20th September was rained out, however, the weather did not dampen the 
spirits of twenty two hardy members who turned up, mostly in plastics, at 
Ed Fox’s house where Sandy had been busy in the kitchen baking 
numerous goodies for tea. The rain stopped for fires to be lit so again an 
enjoyable time amongst good friends.  
         Show Day No. 2, held on the 18th October, was at the T.C. 
Robertson Nature Reserve, Scottburgh where the sun shone and judging 
of the cars took place and again another enjoyable braai.  
          Our noggins at the German Club have been well attended and the 
technical talks by various members have been both informative and 
enjoyable and enjoyed by all, even the females! 
It was decided to have a braai at the German Club for our final noggin of 
the year on the 15th December. 

Our annual Prize Giving and End of Year Luncheon was held at the 
Kloof Country Club on Sunday, 15th November.   Results of Prize Giving 
are listed below: 

Class Category Trophy Winner Car % 
Medal 

Award 

TR 2 - 6 d'Elegance Trevor Crozier Cup Terry Newell TR 4 97,25% Gold 

TR 2 - 6 d’Etat TR Status Cup Dave Lugg TR 3 83,60% Bronze 

TR 7 d'Elegance Arthur Walker Cup 

Allan 

Halvorsen TR 7  87,25 Silver 

TR 7 d’Etat TR 7 d’état Trophy John Reyneke TR 7 FHC 86% Silver 

TR7 d’Etat   

Peter 

Lilliecrona TR 7 DHC 74% Bronze 

Spitfire/GT 

6 d'Elegance John Liddelow Cup 

James 

Halvorsen Spitfire 90% Silver 

  d'Elegance   Andy Le Roux Spitfire 88% Silver 

Spitfire/GT 

6 d’Etat Spitfire d’état Trophy 

Shirley 

Lambiris Spitfire 88% Silver 

  d’Etat   David Blair Spitfire 77% Bronze 

  d’Etat   

Tony 

Hempson 

Spitfire 

1500 76% Bronze 

Stagaloons d'Elegance d'Elegance Shield Brian Hansell Stag 93% Silver 

Stagaloons d’Etat d’état Shield Darryl Chicane 85% Silver 

Most 

improved Car 

Most Improved car 

Trophy Brian Hansell Stag     

Non Member Ladies Shield Brenda       



 
What a fun time all 53 of us had.  The tables were decorated with a pot of 
chrysanthemums which one person at each table took home, after a lucky 
number draw.  We enjoyed a delicious three course meal accompanied by 
wine sponsored by the club.   A fitting end to a Triumphant year!  
Greetings come from us all at KZN for a blessed Christmas and a healthy 
2016. 
Val Bowden 
 
 

BING BOWDEN 

 

We extend our condolences to Val and her children, Lawrence, James and Kirsten and their 

families on the passing of Bing Bowden. 

Bing and Val joined the KZN chapter of the Triumph Sports Car Club in January, 2011. 

Bing bought his Spitfire from the UK. His late mother had helped him acquire it, and 

hence the number plate, Milly B.  

In spite of the frustrations involved with getting the vehicle to SA with incorrect registration 

numbers etc, Bing persevered and after much effort, finally managed to get Milly B registered 

in his name, and he took great pride in the Bronze Medal awarded him in the D’état class at the 

KZN Nationals last year. 

Bing and Val have been enthusiastic members of our club. He was a gentleman and a 

gentle man, knowledgeable on a wide range of subjects, and his contributions were welcomed. 

He had an excellent dry sense of humour, and you could rely on him to come out with some 

pearlers. 

Bing passed away in September while he and Val caravanning in the berg. He had an oxtail 

potjie and a glass of wine on the go when he suffered a sudden heart attack .He was doing what 

they loved best. 

A brush up on Spittie driving skills is in the pipeline for Val. They toured the continent 

in their then brand new Spitfire when they married, 51 years ago, so she is no stranger to the 

quirks of these cars. 

Val is a valued member of our committee as Events coordinator and Sabrina scribe, and 

we shall be keeping her close. 

Bing was a good man, loved by all, and he will be sorely missed. 

May he rest in peace. 

Andy Le Roux 

Chairman 

TSCC (KZN) 

 

 

PORT ELIZABETH  

Committee Awards Murphy 

Non 

Committee 

Member 

Awards Men’s Shield Bruce Piggot        

Car of the 

Day   TR Shield Terry Newell TR 4     

Victor 

Ludorum Male The Triumph Cup  Terry Newell       

Victrix 

Ludorum Female 

Wooden Trophy(Blue 

Triumph)  Anne Blair       



 
Hi folks from P E Centre. 

The weather has warmed up since our last report, so some of us are busy preparing our cars for 

the trip down the coast to the National Gathering at Hartenbos next year. 

Since the last report Beyers Vermaak, (Our Chairman), has acquired a Triumph Spitfire 

Mk IV, which was to be entered in our local Triumph Concours – our 17 October event but was 

not ready to be entered despite strenuous effort on his part. 

This event was ably organized by Deon at The German Club in  

It was a nice hot day but not ideal for judging cars but all ran very smoothly. 

The cars that entered were very few, (only five cars), but the standard was very high and 

all were awarded Gold Medals. 

There were also only five “show cars”, (including a red fixed head TR7 belonging to 

Jim and Eileen Boggess, a Jensen belonging to Triumph Club member Roger Sutton and the 

very rare yellow Triumph Dolomite Sprint owned by John Ryan). 

Carl’s Butlion’s Triumph Spitfire 1500, was one of the other show cars. 

Deon and his wife, Amelia, each had cars entered, (his Triumph TR4 and her Triumph 

Spitfire Mk I), both absolutely immaculate cars.    

Carl Butlion’s restored Triumph TR6 was also entered, having been prepared for the 

Concours by his brother, Mike Butlion, (also a Triumph Sportscar Club member).  

Mike Koch had his Triumph Spitfire Mk 3, (also a very nice car), and the very 

immaculate Triumph TR7 of Mandy van Jaarsveld, (A Gold Medal winner at the last Triumph 

National Gathering), was also entered. 

Carl, who is our Editor, made special mention of first time Triumph Club members, 

Ron and Pam Gush,  “who made a special effort to travel all the way from Kenton on Sea”.  

The results were as follows, 

 

98.45 %  Deon de Kock –    TR4 

97.73 %  Mike Butlion  - TR6 

97.45 % Amelia de Kock-    Spitfire Mk 1 

96.91 % Mandy van Jaarsveld -    TR7 

95.05 % Mike Koch-    Spitfire Mk 3 

 

After the Concours, a very satisfying game of rugby! 

On 26 October Keith Marsh, a real stalwart member passed away peacefully and some 

of us attended the memorial service that was held in Jeffreys Bay. 

Beyers Vermaak, our Chairman and Johan Marais, both a Triumph Club member and 

the Chairman of the Jeffreys Bay Classic Car Club, both paid a moving tribute to Keith. We all 

remembered some memorable occasions with Keith. 

Although not really an event we had our AGM at our noggin and natter/club meeting on 

05 November. 

It was decided not to continue with a Vice Chairman and all the existing committee 

members were re-elected, (after a lot of arm-twisting, Beyers agreed to stand for Chairman 

again).  

 

 

 

 

 

The Committee members are: 

 

1. Chairman- Beyers Vermaak 

2. Secretary – Mile Vermaak 



3. Treasurer – Janet Rademan 

4. Editor of Newsletter- Carl Butlion 

5. Liaison – Leon van Loggerenberg 

6. Sabrina Reporter – Jon Rademan 

7. Further Committee member – Jim Boggess 

 

Our November event which was to be a braai/picnic organized by the M G Club was cancelled 

at the last minute due to “inclement weather”. 

Jon Rademan 

 

 Pretoria  
 

Maybe it’s  Old Age but September seems to have quite a busy month, My first task was to 

finish the September Sabrina and get it in the Mail.  

             Then we had the annual Pretoria/Johannesburg quiz. At 1700hrs on the day we only 

had Nols & myself since all of our normal team members were out of town, we decided that if 

we had to do it alone so be it. On arrival at Joburgs’ new noggin venue, the Vintage & Veteran 

Club , we were joined by Mike Bilson, Russell and Guy Snelling. After our defeat by 

Johannesburg in the recent Marque Quiz we entered the fray with apprehension. Imagine our 

delight when we came out clear winners. 

           The V&V Club house is magnificent and well worth a visit. 

 The next evening was our noggin so we could report back proudly. 

          That weekend saw the CANSA run, this is annual event, held at the Denel sports field in 

Irene that is a fun day for Children with Cancer.  

We have been invited to participate for the past few years and using open Triumphs drive the 

kids around the field.  

 The 24th being a public holiday we held a Boot Sale and Bring & Braai  some 15 of us 

enjoyed a relaxed morning & afternoon with absolutely glorious weather with the temperature 

in Pretoria reaching 32 degrees. 

Since the booking for the Nationals opened on the 22nd that produced discussion about half pad 

stopovers on the way to Hartenbos. 

 Our October Noggin is always used as our AGM night. We easily had a quorum and so 

the first item on the agenda was to combine the Spitfire and Sidescreen houses as one house, 

Spitfire Plus. This was brought about by our extremely small Sidescreen population. This 

motion was accepted. 

 Unfortunately several of our House Captains were out of Town and thus we held an 

SGM at our November Noggin. And so our officers for 2015/2016 are:- 

 

 Chairman     Eric Fletcher 

 Secretary & Treasurer  Engela van Vuuren 

 Events Coordinator  Bill Flynn 

 Newsletter Editor   Guy Snelling 

 Scorer    Marius Labuschagne 

 Michelottti House   Nols Pienaar 

 Ama7evens   Eric Fletcher 

 Spitfire Plus           Guy Snelling 

 

 With not a cloud in the sky and the temperature nudging 40 we joined the MG Club on 

the annual Jacaranda run on Sunday the 25th of October. 

This was two days after the Student March on the Friday to the Union Buildings. You will have 

seen on TV the situation on that day caused by an unruly few. Well as you can imagine there 

was much debate on the Saturday as to the viability of starting from the Union Buildings. MG 



did a recce on Saturday afternoon and found there to be no problems.  

On Sunday morning there was no sign of Friday’s events so we all set off to enjoy the 

Jacarandas. 

 Our final event of the year takes place on Sunday 6th December . 

This is the combined Pretoria and Johannesburg annual Christmas Lunch & Prize Giving. This 

will be held at the magnificent Kloofzicht Lodge situated in the “Cradle of Mankind”. 

 So until next year here’s wishing all you wish for yourself over the Festive Season and 

if going away please drive safely and return safely. 

 Eric Fletcher 

  

Letter from the uk. 
 

Hi Eric,  

A quick “ thank you”  for the latest issue of Sabrina. Another good read . 

Since I last visited you in 1996 I’m always rather amazed how many names and “characters” 

are still going strong and whom I remember well. 

( Though sadly several have passed away in the intervening years). 

Not to mention the locations referred to, which also bring back fond memories. 

Re. the lack of “Chicanes”, unfortunately I have lost touch with Des Burton in 

Heidelberg, (I was invited over by him in 1994 to celebrate the clubs 20th birthday), but since 

then I believe that he and Phyllis bought a “Chicane” and perhaps they still have it? 

Do keep up the “Good Work”. 

Yours in appreciation. 

Ian Evans 

Vice President, the TR Register. 

PS I’m glad to note that the trophy I presented all those years ago is still being awarded! 

 
WHAT CAR IS THIS?  

 
Name the Make.                    
Name the Model.  



Give the engine size 
Where was it made & when?   
Does it have Triumph DNA?  
 

If you are well read you should know this one. If you 

are not then the answer will surprise you 

 
Septembers mystery car 
 

This is a RS Engineering Ferrari Daytona Spyder Replica (as named by RSE) situated in 

Mansfield Nottinghamshire England 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Built in 1974 using measurements from a 

real Daytona a TR7 was re-bodied with new panels. The interior was also altered to more 

Ferrari like. 

It could be had with either Rover V8 or  

Triumph 2000 engine. The wheels are 15inch knock –off wires. 
 
June’s Mystery Car  
 

 



 

If you recall, Mike Bilson told of there being two Bond (Reliant) Equipes’ 

Living in Pinetown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well these are they and should make for 

some detective work for the Banana 

Boys (& Girls) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
which tyre and 

wheel?  



This article is reproduced with thanks to Moss Motors Technical 
 
By Kelvin Dodd  
 

One of the most frequently asked questions faced by the Moss Motors 
technical department is, "What size tire should I buy?" In response, here's 
a size-matters look at the four black round things that keep your sports car 
from dragging on the ground.  
 Luckily, British sports cars were originally designed with a fairly 
limited range of wheel and tire combinations (see OEM Sizes chart). So, 
we can begin lumping some applications together. In the interest 
simplicity, the original fittings are followed by some caveats. (Purists 
please note: We are quite aware of the minor production differences and 
have chosen the most popular OE sizes.)  
 
Behind The Numbers 
 
These factory-fitment tires have Numeric 
System sizing. The first digits indicate the 
nominal cross-sectional width of the tire, 
and the last digits are the wheel rim 
diameter. The approximate diameter of the 
tires can be determined by digging into 
auld tire lore.  
        An aspect ratio is the percentage of 
the section height to section width, and 
Numeric System tires had nominal 88-92 
aspect ratio. Compare this to the modern 
tires with 50-60 aspect ratios (commonly 
called "series") and it becomes obvious 
that your classic chariot was designed to 
operate on tires that were very tall and 
skinny in comparison to the rubber strips 
masquerading as tires on today's sport-compact street racers.  
 Original-style-bias-ply (known to Brits as "cross-ply") tires have a 
much narrower tread width or contact patch than modern radial tires. This 
becomes an important issue when understanding the loading experienced 
by early suspension designs. With a typical tread width of less than 4", the 
original bias-ply tires break free easily, reducing the loading on the wheels 
and suspension. 

http://www.mossmotors.com/SiteGraphics/Pages/modern_tires.html


 Watching early Sportscar racing footage shows that the current sport-
compact "drifting" craze is far from a modern phenomena. Going sideways 
around corners with the tail hanging out was the real test of Sportscar 
driving. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Even with these early tires, wheel failure was a problem, and most 
manufacturers had to increase wheel strength to withstand spirited 
driving.  
 As tire technology advanced, these changes influences factory 
chassis engineering. Radial tires were first fitted as options, then later as 
standard equipment.  
 The first radial tires to see service on British sports cars were 
labelled in the Metric Sizing System, which again did not have a stated 
aspect ratio. By this time, "low profile" tires were popular, and the aspect 
ratio ranged from 78 to 82 depending on manufacturer and date, the 
earlier tires being taller. Comparing the original-fitment radial tires with the 
earlier OE bias-ply sizes show how little diameter-and hence, gearing-
changed. 
 Unfortunately, many of the original sizes are no longer available, so 
wider, lower-profile tyres are substituted. The resulting domino effect 
causes changes in gearing and steering effort-and often a decrease in 
safety and handling.  
          Much of these cars' charm comes from their nimble feeling, which is 
often lost with overly wide tires. Heavy low-speed steering and lack of 
crispness when cornering are symptoms of too wide a tire. At a certain 
point, wider isn't better, and it's important to check wheel widths and 
choose tires that are matched correctly to the wheel. In some cases this 
means ordering tires from companies that specialize in vintage tires 
because modern radials are too wide to be safe on the original wheels.  
 Matching factory tire diameter is also necessary to retain correct 
odometer accuracy, ride height, and final-drive gearing. Aesthetically, a 
tyre that's too short may look out of place in the wheel well. The Typical 
Modern Tire Sizes charts give calculated dimensions of available tires; 
compare these diameters and recommended wheel widths. (Wheel width 
is measured between the two bead mounting surfaces of the wheel, not 
from edge to edge.)  
 When completing a restoration many choices affect safety. 
Maintaining the car's original look and handling are important to many 
restorers, yet when it comes time to choose tires, cost and availability 
often outweigh aesthetics. Luckily, a few companies (some of which are 
listed below) specialize in stock, period-correct-bias-ply tires for British 
sports cars for those who want to accurately restore early cars. If driving 
safety is a priority, though, modern-tech radials are available that fit well 
and offer increased hanging and safety. Just don't be tempted to install an 
incorrect-size tire because it's on sale. Use this article to help enjoy your 
Sportscar the way it's engineers intended. 
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The triumph tree 
 
In April 1991 the Pretoria Triumph Sports Car 

Club celebrated its 10th anniversary. As part of 

the celebrations a huge event, known as the 

'Triumph 100', was launched that aimed at 

getting at least 100 Triumph cars together in 

Pretoria.  

 No fewer than 150 Triumphs actually 

gathered at Unisa on the day and a motorcade 

through the streets of Pretoria was formed that 

ended at the POMC clubhouse in Silverton 

where the activities consisted of a huge 

braai/picnic event as well as a tree planting 

ceremony.   

 The 'Triumph Tree' a beautiful Natal 

Mahogany (Trichilia emetica) has now, 24 years 

later, become a magnificent evergreen next to 

the POMC clubhouse that stands as a symbol of 

a great friendship between two classic car clubs 

that has grown to maturity. 

Nols  

 
The achievements of Michelotti 
 

We all know of Michelotti and Triumph but probably know little of 

him and his work. 

This article is reproduced from the Toronto Triumph Club and 

written by Terence McKillen. 

 



 

Although the automobile industry has employed countless millions of people and thousands of 

car models have been made over the last century or so, it is interesting to contemplate that only 

a handful of people may have had a really significant influence on the fate of the business.  

The single most important attribute in the auto business is probably that of design and 

aesthetics. At the end of the day, perhaps only a few dozen individuals have actually shaped the 

destiny of car design.  

 One such individual was Giovanni Michelotti. In a December 1978 speech delivered in 

Rome at a conference organized by the Italian Order of Architects, Michelotti stated, providing 

my translation of the Italian is correct, that the “designer has a very delicate task which is to 

dress up a car and the car is always comprised of four wheels, a steering wheel and an engine. 

As a designer, you need to know how to move these components around to create a car which 

will be accepted by the public.”  Michelotti’s name is pretty much synonymous with the 

design of almost all of the post-World War II Triumph offerings. The Italian born Michelotti 

was unquestionably one of the most prolific sports car designers of the 20th century. Outside of 

the Triumph group, Michelotti was associated with other European marques such as BMW, 

Ferrari, Lancia, Maserati, Renault, DAF and Volvo. He was also associated with truck and bus 

designs for Leyland Motors and British Leyland.  

Although dominantly focussed on European marques, Michelotti was also a pioneer in design 

work for Japanese automakers as they geared up to attack European and North American 

markets in the early 1960s. 

 Born in Turin in 1921, the son of a coachbuilder, Michelotti is arguably one of the most 

important individuals in the history of Italian automobile coach building and yet is one of the 

least well known. 

 

 

 

 

 He remained independent throughout a prolific career which took him from the role of 

apprentice with Carozzeria Farina (now Pininfarina) in 1936, at the age of 15, to a partnership 

with Carrozzeria Alfredo Vignale, before opening his own design studio (Studio Technico e 

Carrozzeria G. Michelotti, Torino) and taking on work for other design houses such as Bertone 

and Ghia.  

 One year at the Turin Motor Show, more than thirty of the cars on display were of his 

design creation, spread over several marques.  

During his career he designed more than 1,200 cars. When asked whether he had ever designed 

anything other than cars, Michelotti admitted to having once designed a coffee making 

machine.  

 It was Harry Webster, then Director of Engineering, who through a chance meeting was 

introduced to the mercurial little Italian and signed him up as a consultant to Standard-Triumph 

in 1957 and thereby ensured that a new generation of Triumph cars would have significantly 

more flair than their predecessors. 

Michelotti had a reputation for working best under tight schedules and could come up 

with a sketch for a whole new car design in as little as half an hour, worked out on a table 

napkin or menu card over dinner with Webster, who would often drive from Coventry to Turin 

and back in a weekend to confer with the maestro. 

  From 1957, “Micho”, as Webster affectionately called him, was responsible for all new 

models produced by Standard-Triumph, starting with a facelift of the Standard Vanguard and 

designing the Triumph Italia 2000 Coupé, the latter based on the TR3 chassis and mechanical 

components although the car was manufactured by Vignale in Italy.  

This was followed by several attempts to create a successor for the TR3 while at the same time 

rescuing Triumph’s new saloon car – project Zobo or the Triumph Herald as it became known.  



 These efforts included the famed TR3 Dream car prototype which was presented at the 

Geneva motor show in 1957. However, the concept car turned out to be more luxurious and 

consequently more expensive than Triumph was willing to consider for a new production 

model, but it did provide a platform for the TR’s future.  

 The story of Michelotti’s initial engagement as recounted by Webster is pretty 

impressive. He was asked to help correct and finalise the Zobo prototype developed by the 

team of Arthur Ballard for the new small, economical sedan (four seats, two doors) 

subsequently to become the Herald. Webster stopped off in Turin on the return journey from a 

holiday in Sorrento.  

As it happened, Michelotti had not come up with any inspiration, so Webster parked his car at 

Michelotti’s studio at three in the afternoon, leaving his wife and daughter in the car and started 

to monitor progress.  

At some point Webster commented that they were wasting their time so why didn’t Michelotti 

just start afresh with a clean sheet of paper.  

 Michelotti apparently rose to the challenge and in three or four minutes had sketched 

the Herald coupé and they immediately set off transferring everything to scale. It was almost 

midnight when Webster finally left the studio and returned to his car where his wife Peggy and 

their daughter were huddled asleep. While Webster and his family searched for a hotel, 

Michelotti worked all night completing sketches of the Herald sedan, estate and convertible. 

Working together, the pair saved the Zobo project and assured Triumph’s survival and 

credibility.  

 In due course, the TR4 emerged and although the chassis came from the TR3, handling 

for the new roadster was improved by a three-inch wider track and a switch from cam-and-

lever to the more precise rack-and-pinion steering, but the pressed steel body used by 

Michelotti was the car’s most important feature. It had a stylish full-width shape and broke new 

ground for a sports Triumph with wind-up door windows and a novel hardtop as well as an 

optional ‘Surrey’ or ‘Targa’ top, the latter often assumed as a Porsche invention from 1966, but 

in reality a Michelotti concept from five years earlier.  

 Almost all of Triumph’s 1960s and 1970s offerings can be credited to Michelotti’s 

designs, including the Herald introduced in 1959, the Vitesse, Spitfire, GT6, TR4, TR5/250, 

2000, 2500, 1300, 1500, Stag, Toledo and Dolomite. The only Triumphs after 1960 that were 

not his work were the TR6 and the TR7/8 as well as the Honda-based Acclaim.  

 At the time of the TR5 re-design requirement for the TR6, Michelotti was too involved 

in other projects to cope with the short time line required by Triumph, but in 1979 Micho was 

responsible for the re-design work on the TR7, removing the roof to create the more successful 

roadster model. Following the merger with British Leyland, Michelotti also undertook a facelift 

of the BMC 1100 and designed the Australian built Leyland P76, often referred to as 

Australia’s Edsel, as well as the Leyland National single-deck bus. He also produced a proposal 

for the Triumph Puma-Rover P10 project which subsequently was renamed RT1 (denoting 

Rover-Triumph), to signify that this was a car that integrated both Triumph and Rover 

engineering and which eventually led to production of the Rover SD1 model. 

  Michelotti also created a number of Triumph prototypes which did not go into 

production, such as the Fury, the Lynx, the Zest and the Zoom, as well as the BLMC ADO70 

and ADO74 prototypes, both Mini-based designs and the P82 intended to replace the Morris 

Marina for Leyland Australia. The Triumph Fury was a very interesting two-door roadster 

design exercise carried out in 1963.  

It was based on a monocoque body using components from the Triumph 2000 saloon including 

the 2.0L 6-cylinder engine, although the use of the 2.5L 6-cylinder was possibly intended, had 

the car gone into production. Unfortunately, the Fury lost out to the TR5/250 and TR6 series 

which continued with the separate body on chassis construction.  

It appears that the main consideration for Triumph in sticking with separate chassis 

construction was to facilitate the complete knockdown format (CKD) for assembly in overseas 

markets and the ability to quickly interchange body styles on the same rolling frame. 



  Not long afterwards, Michelotti went on to construct the Stag prototype following the 

same basic design inputs considered for the Fury. The Stag design was initially an 

independently conceived project which Michelotti hoped to exhibit as a concept car at the 1966 

Turin Motor Show but Harry Webster, with a keen eye for expanding sales in the crucial North 

American market, officially adopted it for development by Triumph, although it took a further 

four years to complete.  

 During his career, Michelotti introduced a few cars under its own name, including the 

Fiat 127-based ‘Every’, a luxury version of the Daihatsu Taft and the ‘PAC’, a one-off city car 

prototype, based on the Daihatsu Cuore. Michelotti’s association with BMW started with the 

BMW 700 coupé in 1959. In 1961 he introduced the successful Neue Klasse or New Class 

series of designs of which the most notable was the BMW 2002. Michelotti also worked with 

the Dutch automaker DAF, starting in 1963, when he redesigned the Daffodil 31. The DAF 44, 

in 1966, was a completely new design from his drawing board and he also helped form its later 

derivatives, which following the 1975 takeover of DAF by Volvo, culminated in the Volvo 66. 

He was also responsible for the absolutely gorgeous DAF 55 Siluro coupé prototype revealed at 

the 1968 Geneva Motor Show.  

 He worked on designs for other European marques such as Ferrari, Fiat, Lancia, 

Maserati, Renault’s Alpine, and even the occasional contract for Jaguar and Ford, as well as for 

Japanese manufacturers Nissan-Prince, Hino and Daihatsu. The Reliant Scimitar SS1 was his 

last design to reach production, although posthumously four years after his untimely death from 

cancer in 1980. In a 1977 interview with Italian journalist Clelia d’Onofrio, Michelotti was 

asked which of his designs was his favourite. He immediately responded, “The [Triumph] 

Spitfire, as it has been in production for fifteen years, but I designed it in 1957.”  

 Actually, production of the Spitfire continued until 1980, a spectacular run of 18 years. 

Not only was the Spitfire one of the most popular cars by Giovanni Michelotti, it was clearly 

the car that gave him the most satisfaction, and perhaps it will be remembered as the maestro’s 

masterpiece.  

 Micho’s son, Edgardo, together with other enthusiasts in July 2001, on the eightieth 

anniversary of the birth of Giovanni Michelotti, founded L’Associazione Registro Storico 

Michelotti (www.michelotti. com) with the goal of establishing a record of Michelotti designed 

cars still in existence around the world, as well as to organize cultural events around such cars. 

Membership of the Association is open to any owner of a Michelotti designed car.  

 Michelotti’s twenty-odd year association with Triumph resulted in the creation of 

almost all of the models that we hold so dearly to this day. His sports car designs provided fun, 

exciting, affordable top-down motoring for the mass market and contributed greatly to the 

creation of the ‘car enthusiast’ hobby that we continue to enjoy forty to fifty years on. 

  In a recent conversation with fellow TTC members on this subject, all agreed that, 

leaving aside engineering developments, the unique timelessness of Michelotti’s styling 

designs can still hold their own against almost anything created subsequently.  

A truly remarkable man remembered by many for his supposedly scathing remarks on seeing 

the TR7 swage lines. Today nearly every manufacturer uses swage lines, so it would be 

interesting to hear Michelotti’s views 

on these. 

Ed 

 
 
 
Power steering for 
Sidescreens 



 

This article is reproduced from a letter from David Davies in Septembers’ TRAction. 

I have an early long door TR2 .The early Sidescreens can have quite heavy steering. I decided 

to have electric power steering fitted to make driving the car more enjoyable. I contacted a 

Company called Oakley Innovations in Sussex. They carried out the installation with great care 

& skill. The product the fit is called Lite Steer.  

The unit is mounted to the steering column beneath the dash panel & is hidden from view. It is 

programmed to give more assistance when maneuverings , driving slowly. 

They can be contacted on WWW.litesteer.com 

 

Litesteer inform me that currently Triumph units can only be fitted by them but they are 

working on DIY units and will contact me when their testing is completed. 

Eric 

 
 
 
 
A hole in the darkness   part tw0 
 
You will have read the first part of this article was written by Ted Schumacher in the 

September . Now here is the final part. 

I am grateful to both Ted and Andrew Poynter (TR DRIVER Editor) for their approval and 

assistance in using it in Sabrina. 

 

You’ll all remember that we’ve set out our pit area, discussed the important question of feeding 

our team and passed the scrutinizing process.  

Our car is deemed legal to race. We’ve also qualified, and now we need to carefully study the 

cars around us on the starting grid and made a decision on how we propose to do the start. For 

example, let’s assume that Chrysler have fielded a group of turbo Shelby cars. If the pace lap 

was slow,  

the Shelby cars would be slow at the start because they weren’t in the boost rpm range of the 

turbo. In this case we’d try to jump several cars at the start. However, if the start was quicker 

then you just back-off and let everything sort itself out. Usually the first three rows were filled 

with factory-backed Corvette ZR1’s. The next spots were usually factory cars from the likes of 

Chrysler, Mitsubishi - and then our TR8.  

          The green flag drops, and even though you saw it, the crew chief is on the radio shouting 

‘Green, Green, Green.  

The idea at the start is not to do anything dumb. It was amazing the number of people that 

thought you could win a 24-hour race on the first lap, going into the first turn. Fortunately, we 

were never involved in any of the numerous mishaps that accompanied that particular mind-set. 

The first few laps were run at a much harder pace than you wanted to. Adrenalin rush - and just 

getting the field sorted out. Once a few laps were in the bag the race settled down to a ‘pace’ 

that was capable of winning whilst mechanically stressing the car the least.  

This pace was unique for each track - at one track you might use 40 laps per hour whilst 

another track would demand a different target.   

            Rain? Rain would change that completely. In the rain you drove neatly, with no sudden 

moves, and you needed to be as gentle as possible, both on acceleration and braking. 

http://www.litesteer.com/


 After the first twenty to thirty minutes the crew would start getting reports from timing and 

scoring on how the ‘race pace’ was working. Did we need to speed up, back off, or just 

maintain?  

              If the ‘race pace’ was quicker than the original target, the driver would inform the 

crew of how it was going.  If the pace wasn’t straining the car we’d keep the faster pace. 

Remember, it was inevitable that precious time was going to be lost at every pit stop. Tyres, 

refueling and the driver change took between one and two laps of track time. The car burbled or 

stumbled - this was the first indication we were running out of fuel.  

The driver radios the pits - the pit comes back asking for a confirmation of this. The next time it 

happens, the pits radio the driver a count-down to pit stop.  ‘You will be stopping in three laps’.  

Each time the car goes past the pits, a new lap is given - stopping in two laps, etc. When it’s 

time, the driver radios the pits as he’s entering the pit road. He also unfastens the harness and 

loosens the belts and harness for the next driver. 

 As the new driver gets into the car, the exiting driver helps him fasten the belts. Whilst 

he’s doing this, the exiting driver also briefs his replacement on anything that’s happening on 

the track - say a pot hole is developing on the exit of Turn Three for example.  The new driver 

already knows the condition of the car - he’s been listening to the radio messages for several 

laps before the stop. When the jack-man gets to the passenger side of the car, he not only lifts 

the car but is also responsible for putting a new drinking bottle into the passenger side bottle-

mount. The crew completes the service - tyres, fuel and a good visual check, then the car is sent 

back out and it starts all over again.  The new driver normally needs around two or three laps to 

get into the flow of things, then he settles into the same routine and on it goes.   

               One advantage of running two cars was the ability of the drivers to make each other 

aware of something that may have happened on another portion of the track. The driver always 

started his communication to the pit with ‘Pit 8, this is Car 8’ - that way the crew knew exactly 

who was in the car, what car, etc.   

If there’s a yellow flag in Turn Three, the first team car on the scene would radio ‘Car 7 - this 

is Car 8 - yellow flag with debris on course at Turn Three.  Looks like it will be a while for 

clean-up’ or ‘car off course driver’s left’.  

 The crew would be monitoring this conversation as well, so everybody knew exactly 

what was going on out on the track. If the incident turned into a full course yellow, a pace car is 

sent out.  

The pace car gathers up the field and takes a spot in front of the lead car. No passing is allowed. 

If the pace car looks like it will be out for more than two laps, we bring the cars in for more 

fuel.  If the car’s been out for more than two-thirds of its normal time per fuel load, we will also 

do a driver change.   

               The full course yellow is run at a much slower pace so we get a stop with the luxury 

of not being quite as hurried. There’s more time to check over the car. Since the cars are 

normally at a different position on the track, the pit-crew bring the cars in one lap apart, in the 

position the cars are in on-track. This would vary only if one of the cars had a full fuel load 

whilst the second was near its fuel window, then the car that needed fuel was the first to be 

brought in. 

                Endurance racing is minutes of sheer boredom followed by seconds of controlled 

panic. The pit-crew need to have everything ready for the next stop. We had one person in 

charge of the tyres. He had to make sure the tyres just removed were taken to the Goodyear 

truck. He then waited for the old tyres to be dismounted and new ones mounted. 

 New tyres were brought back and put in the appropriate stack - remember, Normal, Damp and 

Rain.  His only job - for the entire week-end - was to make sure the tyres were ready and filled 

to the correct pressure, that there was an adequate supply and to have the correct tyres on the 

pit wall ready for the up-coming pit stop. 

 I mentioned rain tyres - but what are they?  Rain tyres come in two major categories, 

intermediate and full rain.  Rain tyres are normally narrower than a dry pavement tyre; this 

allows the tyre to cut through the water and get to the tarmac rather than riding up, or 



hydroplaning, on the wet surface. Rain tyres have a deep tread pattern that allows rainwater to 

be channeled off to the sides - and out from under the tyre - to reduce hydroplaning. 

Intermediate rain tyres have the same tread characteristics but are not as deep - this allows the 

tyre to have more surface contact as the course dries out.   

              One of the toughest decisions we need to make is which tyre to use   If it’s dry this is a 

no-brainer, but if it’s been raining and the track is starting to dry do you go with dry, 

intermediate or full rain tyres? More than once we’ve gone to the starting grid with two 

different compound tyres on the car; the left side with dry tires and right side with 

intermediates. This allows a last-minute decision - you only have to change two tyres! 

        Let’s fast forward to dusk. We didn’t mount our driving lights until the pit-stop at dusk.  

We’ve three driving lights mounted on a ‘light bar’ and these are set up with a quick connect 

harness. 

 There’s a center light that points straight ahead flanked by a pair of lights that are angled 

outwards slightly, to illuminate the entry to a turn.  By not mounting the light bar on the vehicle 

until dusk there was less chance of the lights being damaged in an early race incident. The start 

of what could be called ‘true darkness’ was always an interesting time - things look differently 

at night. Lights in the rear-view mirror are distracting and the high-output driving lights are 

actually blinding - we’d put strips of tape horizontally across the rear window to cut down the 

amount of light hitting the mirror. Side mirrors were readjusted - and sometimes even turned 

upwards to eliminate the constant glare. No matter what the track - Daytona, Sebring, Mid-

Ohio - the lights at night are a real problem.  

             This brings me back to the title for this Series - ‘A Hole in the Darkness’.  At night 

you’d sometimes come upon a car that’d been damaged or had a light failure. It had, for 

whatever reason,  

NO TAILLIGHTS! After a while you’d figure out there was subtly different look to the road in 

front. You’d see other taillights, but once in a while there would be an area that somehow 

looked ‘different’, and it emerged that it was the back of a car with no taillights - it really did 

leave what could only be described as a hole in the darkness. The worst time were the hours 

between 3:00am and 5:00am. You were tired, often times cold and for some reason a bit lonely. 

It was always nice to hear from the pits just to know that there was someone there!  

 No matter what the race - 24-Hours of Daytona, Le Mans or wherever - bad things usually 

happened late at night. At the first early morning daytime stop, off came the lights and then it 

was back to full tilt to the finish. If you were on target for a win, you stayed at the same pace.  

If the pace needed to be picked up, now was the time. Night driving was usually a bit slower 

than in the daylight - we were always able to turn consistently quick laps at night but you had 

to really work at this.   

By 6:00am you knew where you were in relation to your competition, and this dictated 

how the rest of the race would be run. One race we attended we were so far ahead of the field 

that unless the car physically blew up, it was impossible for us to be caught. At this point in 

time the ego kicked in and we actually washed the car during the last pit-stop so it looked good 

for the finish line photos!   

             There you have it. The race is over, but there is still work to do. The pits need to be dis-

assembled - only now everyone is exhausted. You need to get it loaded, load the cars onto the 

trailers and head for home, where everything is taken apart and rebuilt. Two weeks later you 

did it all again….. 

 

Re-written from original text supplied Ted Schumacher 
 

 

 

From the bookshelf  



 

The August edition of ‘Classic & Sports Cars’ has a feature article comparing a VW Beetle 

1300, a Renault  Caravelle, 1100 , and a Triumph Herald 13/60, all being rag tops. 

The conclusion by the author Malcolm Thorne is that it is “ the indefatigable gruff Herald that 

snares my affection. It’s a car that wears its heart on its sleeve, and which it’s impossible not to 

love – warts and all” 

          These kind words are the very last of the article and should make you Herald owners 

happy. However in the body of the article he has this to say. 

“Climb behind the thin-rimmed steering wheel of the Triumph today and the first thing 

to hit you is that the company must have employed some very oddly shaped development 

engineers. Not only are the pedals heavily offset to the right, leaving your left foot 

wondering where the clutch pedal has gone. But the wheel is canted over towards the 

centre line. It’s an odd driving position --- and not a patch on the Beetle or the Caravelle--

- but in fairness you soon grow used to it, focusing instead on what a wonderfully eager 

companion the Herald makes.” 

  

 

John Dobbins gave me a magazine that I had never heard of  

“Vintage Motorsport” is a very glossy 138 page American magazine.  

Its contents are covered in a completely differs in content and style from the UK magazines that 

we all know. Despite the one from John being the January 2009 edition it has a wealth of 

information that  reads as though it is a 2015 edition. On the Triumph front there is a 

fascinating if sad, full page story about a Triumph racing family racing TR3’s,Spitfires . In it  

the author (one of this un-named family, but obviously well known in the US) describes 

Triumph enthusiasts as follows. “ Hopefully the above captures some of the Triumph 

character and zeitgeist – if it sounds fun, solid, trustworthy, genuine, blue collar proud 

and just a little bit snotty then I’ve got it about right – and the real heart of it is the people 

who own, love and race the damn things”. 

 

Is that us he is describing? 

The article ends on a sad note when one of the Senior members of the family , “Uncle Jack” 

died in his TR4 in a racing accident. The family maintains that he must have had “a medical 

issue” since “Jack didn’t build things that broke”. 

 Elsewhere in this fascinating magazine is a report on an anniversary meeting at Watkins 

Glen, where there was a Triumph only race to honour Triumph as it was the events featured 

marque. 

 There is an article on Kas Kastners’ Triumph TR250K (see Sabrina September 2011). I 

didn’t know that Peter Brock, who designed the Cobra Daytona Coupe had a hand in the design 

of the TR250K. 

 October’s Classic & Sports Car deprived me of a great Mystery Car that I had initially 

used for this issue of Sabrina when they featured it. 

Ultra sexy Fiberfab Jamaican . Fibrefab bodies could be fitted to a variety of chassis with the 

featured one based on a TR4 A.   

Covering 5 full colour pages and telling a tale that  C&SC sum up as “ Details of Fibrefab Inc’s 

history are not that clear, but there are lawyers, a crime passionel, a prison sentence and two 

untimely deaths”.  

 

 



 
 
Led lights 
 

In last Decembers Sabrina I published an article on LED lights entitled “Do’s & Don’ts of 

LED’s”. I am sure that this posed the question from many of you, & I include myself here, “ 

But do they work”? 

In order to answer this I imported  the recommended LED flasher unit from “Square 

Deals UK” and the recommended coloured LED bulbs from Europa. Fortunately I completed 

these orders before the Rand went crazy. Despite this it was not a cheap exercise and would 

probably be astronomic now.  

I kept delaying the installation date until the August Concours was ahead and so the job 

was scheduled into my Concours preparation. 

 The conversion was a really simple job as the LED bulbs fitted exactly as the standard 

incandescent bulbs. The LED flasher unit requires its own earth and that is a simple addition 

I fitted  the LED units to the front indicators,  rear indicators,  tail light, 

brake light, reverse light and rear fog light. Mentally I lit the blue touch paper and stood clear. 

No bangs no flashes and every thing worked with the indicator flashes at the correct flashing 

rate. 

 There is definitely an improvement in brightness, the improvement is not enough to 

register on comparative photographs, but is enough to be commented on by others.  

 There is however a benefit that is not discussed and that is wattage. 

Driving at night, indicating to turn and applying brakes. 

Incandescent bulbs.       LEDs 

2xTailights                               = 42W    = 2W 

2x Brake Lights                        = 42 W    = 2 W 

2 x Indicators                            = 42W    = 2 W 

2 x Front Indicators                  = 42W                                  = 2W 

2 x Reversing Lights                =  42W                                 = 2 W 

2 x Number Plate Lights           = 10W     = 2 w 

 

Total                      = 220W.    = 12 W 

 

Our Triumphs are all over 30years old so think about our wiring, switches  and fuses having 

now only to cater for a small Wattage , it must be beneficial. 

           Maybe one of our electrical engineers would like to comment. 

Should any of you TR7 owners wish convert to  LEDs’  

 

 

Here are the specs to use with Europa Specialist Spares. (WWW.europaspares.com) 

 

2xTailights                          2 x LEDBFFR                                

2x Brake Lights                  2 x LEDB360STR                  

2 x Indicators                     2 x LED360A                            



2 x Front Indicators            2 x LEDBFFA 

2 X Reversing Lights          2 X LED360C 

2 x Fog Lights                    2 x LEDBFFR 

        

 The Next project is  to convert the dim, or is it virtually non-existent  

dash-board lights. Hopefully I will report on this in the March issue of Sabrina. 

Eric Fletcher 

for sale 
 

Laycock de Normanville  gearbox  fully reconditioned with overdrive and solenoid (suits 

TR2,3,4,5 & 6) 

Bosch Fuel Pump electric will suit all Triumph PI engines. 

Water Pump reconditioned for all TR 6 cylinder engine. 

Contact Ian Carmichael on 082 923 0370 or ian@cpssolutions.co.za 

To swap, part exchange or what have you. 

 

Wanted 
 

Stag complete and original , manual or auto with V8 engine. 

Chicane 2500PI manual with original engine. 

Both should be runners with no accident damage, history and technical details required. 

Price is negotiable based on condition. 

Contact Ian Carmichael on 082 923 0370 or ian@cpssolutions.co.za 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
bloodhound 

 

15 October 2016 is 

Bloodhound Day. Mark 

your calendar! 

The BLOODHOUND 

Project has announced the 

dates on which the Car will 

make its initial runs in the 

UK and then make its first 

world land speed record run 

in South Africa. 

mailto:ian@cpssolutions.co.za


BLOODHOUND SSC will make its first 200mph test runs at the Aerohub, Newquay airport, 

around Easter 2016. The Team will deploy to Hakskeenpan in South Africa in the summer of 

2016 and aim to set their first record of 800mph on 15 October 2016 – the 19th anniversary of 

Thrust SSC’s record-breaking run. The BLOODHOUND SSC is a supersonic car designed to 

reach speeds of 1,000mph (1,600km/h). 

Check out www.bloodhoundssc.com for more information, videos and images. 
 

 
 
TR 7 –V8 in 2015 East African Safari Rally 
 

From Samson Ateka in the Kenya Star of October 23 comes this interesting piece of news. 

Three time former National Champion Carl ”Flash” Tundo and his partner Tim Jessop will test 

their new Triumph TR7 V8 3.5l in the 36th Guru Nanak Rally in readiness for the Kenya 

Airways East African Safari Rally slated for November 19th. 

 

The Triumph is one of two entered by the Tundo family in the marathon  event. 

          Tundo senior and sister Natasha will drive the other Triumph. 

The first Triumph arrived last wee for testing and the other is expected soon. 

        

  “We got them from an elderly man somewhere in Wales and BG Motorsport UK have built 

them for us . The two cars will stay here and we shall see – depends how they perform.” Said 

Natasha Tundo. 

 

 
 
the Christmas quiz 

 

Now sharpen your pencils and your wits because here is your annual brain teaser to keep you 

alive over the festivities. 

 

TSCC SA entered a team of Triumphs in a 24 Hour Classic Car race.  

Five members of the Club  (Heinz, Guy , Dennis, Marius, Dave) entered each in their own 

Triumph.  

From the clues can you match the members with their cars,  

( TR3,TR4,TR6, Spitfire, TR8) say which Region  (Pretoria, Johannesburg, KZN, 

Bloemfontein, Cape Town) the live and how many hours did each car complete? 

 

1. The TR6 completed 2 lhours more than the car belonging to Marius 

who hails from Pretoria. 

2. Dave’s TR3 achieved les than 20 hrs unlike the Triumph based in 

Bloemfontein that had plenty of practice space. 

3. The Triumph from Johannesburg lasted more hours than Guy while 

Heinz’s Triumph was not the most succesful. 

4. The Spitfire lasted for 18 hours. 

http://www.bloodhoundssc.com/


5. The Triumph based in Cape Town which is not the TR6 lasted for 20 

hours. 

6. KZN is the home of the TR4 and its owne 

 

 

web sites 

 

 

 

With regions now starting to have their own Web Sites and hopefully regularly update 

them 

This page will list all the local ones plus any worthwhile international ones 

 

OUR NATIONAL WEB SITE              

www.triumphclubsa.com 
 

KZN     www.tscckzn.co.za 

 

Cape Town                          www.capetriumph.za.org 

 

PE     www.tsccpe.co.za 

 

Pretoria    www.pretoriatriumphclub.co.za 

 

JHB     www.triumphclub-joburg.co.za 

 

 

TR Register   www.tr-register.co.uk     Highly Professional 

 

TR Drivers Club   www.trdrivers.com 

 

The best TR7/TR8 Forum    www.forumtr7.com  The easiest to use  

 

Stag Owners Club  www.stag.org.uk 

 

Club Triumph   www.clubtriumph.org.uk 

 

Triumph Sports 6 Club www.tscc.org.uk 

 

http://www.tscckzn.co.za/
http://www.capetriumph.za.org/
http://www.tsccpe.co.za/
http://www.pretoriatriumphclub.co.za/
http://www.triumphclub-joburg.co.za/
http://www.tr-register.co.uk/
http://www.trdrivers.com/
http://www.forumtr7.com/
http://www.stag.org.uk/
http://www.clubtriumph.org.uk/
http://www.tscc.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


