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Editorial 
 

I feel that Sabrina is not presenting the variety of articles that it used to. 
This is due to the lack of articles coming from members and I raised this issue in my  December Editorial. 

This situation is now critical, my Ragbag is empty and the Editor’s job is to Edit Sabrina and not to be 
the provider of articles. Well not only is the Ragbag empty but I am running out of ideas. Trawling the various 
overseas Clubs Newsletters does not always produce material that is pertinent to us. It also often necessitates 
scanning that then results in small print.  
Let me ‘n  Klippie in die Bos gooi.  

I regularly get the magazines of TR Register, TR Driver’s Club, TR Belgium and one of the American 
Clubs. They all have something in common in that they all have articles from members that are brimming with 
enthusiasm. The majority are short  and there are many reports of trips that they have done , and not club 
organised jaunts.  
A bit like Bill And Helen going to George contained herein on page 37,Trish & Ian’s 
 trip on page 21 and Nols on page 31.   Why can’t I get more like these?……. 

The discussion on Ethanol is to my mind a BE PREPARED and hopefully Rene is correct and we will all 
be dead before we get E10. 
However reports out of the UK are frightening with fuel lines being ruptured and cars catching fire. I am sure 
that many of you can remember the additive that Sasol put in petrol in the 1980’s. This caused crystal 
deposits in carbs made from Pewter.  
Thus all our SU’s suffered from this. So I make no apologies for the length of the discussion on Ethanol , it is 
for us to be prepared. 
 After 8 years I suddenly get notes from members who have problems with the Font that I use. I even 
had a compliment for the Font used in March’s Sabrina.  
This one really puzzled me because it is the same font that I have been using since 2008. So I have decided to 
experiment and in this issue I have used several fonts. 
Please let me know which one is preferred by E-Mailing and telling me which article’s font  you preferred. 
Eric Fletcher - Editor 
 
 

Chairman’s Chat 
 

In just less than a year we will be getting together for our next national gathering at Hartenbos and indications 

are that the Cape Town centre are pulling out all the stops to make it a fun affair. Please start planning now 

already to participate and join us for this event. 

One of the important items on the agenda at a national gathering is the Biennial General Meeting (BGM). As 

you are aware our club are governed by a National Club constitution and the regional centre constitutions. 

Changes to the national constitution can be made, but there is a process that needs to be followed, quoted from 

the constitution: 

“7.2 Alterations to the National Constitution 

No constitutional rule of the National Body shall be repealed or altered, and no new constitutional rule 

shall be made, save by a resolution of majority of two thirds of the votes cast at the Biennial General 

Meeting of the National Body, of which due notice has been given in terms of this constitution. Such 

notice shall set forth clearly the new constitutional rule or the alteration to any existing rule, which it is 

intended to propose at such meeting. 

Any amendments proposed to this constitution shall be proposed by the National Committee or by 

written petition of at least ten percent of the members of the National Body made to the National 

Committee, including a full motivation thereof, who will publish such proposals at least three months 

prior to the next Biennial General Meeting where the proposals will be tabled and voted on by all 

members present and by way of proxy votes.” 

 Honorary members may also be proposed as follows: 
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“3.3 Honorary Members 

A member of good standing may propose a person for the above class of membership. Such a proposal 

must be made in writing to the National Chairman with a full motivation. The nominee must be a person 

who has rendered an exceptional service on a national level. Honorary members shall be entitled to all 

the rights and privileges of the club for life without payments of subscriptions. A register of Honorary 

members shall be kept. 

Proposals must reach the National Chairman at least three months prior to the date of the next Biennial 

General Meeting. The National Chairman, in consultation with the National Committee, will decide if 

the nominee’s name should be put forward for confirmation as an Honorary member at the next 

following Biennial General Meeting. In coming to their decision the National Committee will consult 

with the proposer.” 

You can obtain a copy of the national and centre constitutions from your centre chairman. Please review it and 

if you feel that we should make changes for the betterment of the club and its members, send me your 

suggestions as soon as possible that it can be reviewed and published before the next meeting.  

Winter is around the corner and for the members up north means no rain just crisp cool air and sunshine which 

is quite nice for Triumph driving, for us in the Cape and coast, rain and possible storms. Nevertheless, enjoy 

your Triumphs and have fun with your fellow members. 

Until next time, safe driving and God bless. 

Triumphant Regards, 

 

Gerhard 

 
 

REGISTRARS REPORt 
 
In the March 2015 registrar's report,  TABLE 2  that gave the analysis of the register's  Spitfire and GT6 

holdings, appears to have fallen victim to a production gremlin and consequently  did not appear in the report. 

For this reason I decided to give our readers an account of the Triumphs according to model and type again. 

       I also did an audit of our holdings  and discovered that I made a mistake with the number of Triumph 2000 

Mk1 saloon cars. The details of only 27 are recorded and not 34 as reported previously, hence the correction in 

the update. 

 

TABLE 1: TR RANGE REGISTER 

TYPE NUMBER  VARIETY 

TR2 47  

TR3 84 Drum brake 22; Disc brake 62 

TR3A 91  

TR4 18 Surrey top 9; Full soft top 9 

TR4A 33 Surrey top 24; Full soft top 9 

TR5 12 Surrey top 5; Full soft top 7 

TR6 73 CP series 35; CR series 27; CC series 8; CF series 3 

TR7 151 Fixed Head Coupe 62; Drop Head 89 

TR8 6 All convertibles 

TOTAL 515 47,7 % of total 

 

TABLE 2: SPITFIRE AND GT6 REGISTERS 

TYPE NUMBER 

Spitfire Mk 1 68 

Spitfire Mk2 54 

Spitfire Mk3 162 

Spitfire Mk4 24 

Spitfire 1500 9 
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SPITFIRE TOTAL 317 

GT6 Mk1 16 

GT6 Mk2 5 

GT6 Mk3 12 

GT6 TOTAL 33 

SPITFIRE AND GT6 TOTAL 350 

Percentage of total 32,4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 3: HERALD AND VITESSE REGISTERS 

TYPE NUMBER VARIETY 

Herald 948 15 Saloon 9; Coupe 8; Convertible 3 

Herald 1200 18 Saloon 13; Convertible 5 

Herald 13/60 5 Saloon 2; Convertible 3 

HERALD TOTAL 38  

Vitesse 6 (1600cc) 4 All convertible 

Vitesse 2 litre Mk1 2 All convertible 

Vitesse 2 litre Mk2 3 Saloon 2; Convertible 1 

VITESSE TOTAL 9  

HERALD AND VITESSE TOTAL 47 4,4% of total 

 

 

 

TABLE 4: LARGE SALOON AND STAG REGISTERS 

TYPE NUMBER VARIETY 

2000 Mk1 27 23 with manual box; 11 auto 

2000 Mk2 16 11 manual; 5 auto 

2500 PI 9 All manual with overdrive 

Chicane 2500 Mk1 34 22 manual with o/d; 12 auto 

Chicane 2500 Mk2 38 24 manual with o/d; 14 auto 

LARGE SALOON TOTAL 124  

Stag Mk1 6 2 manual with o/d; 4 auto 

Stag Mk2 20 13 manual with o/d; 7 auto 

STAG TOTAL 26  

LARGE SALOON AND STAG TOTAL 150 13,9 % of total 

 

 

 

TABLE 5: SMALL SALOON  REGISTERS 

TYPE NUMBER 

1300 FWD Saloon 1 

1500 FWD Saloon 8 

Toledo Saloon 1 

Dolomite 1800 1 

Dolomite Sprint 1 

SMALL SALOON TOTAL 12 (1,1%) 
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TABLE 6: OLD TIMER REGISTERS 

TYPE NUMBER VARIETY 

Super 7 3  

Roadster 5 1800 Roadster 4; 2000 Roadster 1 

Razor Edge Saloon 1 aka ' Town and Country Sedan' 

Mayflower 2  

TOTAL OLD TIMERS 11 1,0% of total 

 

The details of a grand total of 1085 Triumphs, not 1091 as reported previously, have now been recorded in our 

register.  Nearly 80%  of them  are from the TR range and Spitfire based cars.   

         An anomaly that I have pointed out in a much earlier report is that we have only 9 Spitfire 1500 cars 

recorded while this particular model with a total production  figure of  95 829 units, is by far the most 

numerous of all Spitfires. In comparison we have the details of 12 TR5's in our register while the total 

production figure for this really rare TR is only 2947 units. Conclusion? In South Africa a Spitfire 1500 appears 

to be rarer than a TR5. Makes you think!  

         I need the details of 15 Triumphs to reach the magic figure of 1100 cars recorded. With the assistance of 

our club members we could hopefully get there by the end of the year. Let's go for it!  

 

Cheers vir eers. 

 

Nols Pienaar 

 

National Gathering 2016 
 

 

 
 
By now most members are aware that the 2016 National Gathering will be held at Hartenbos along the garden 
route, near Mossel Bay. 
Some of us have just returned from the spectacular Knysna motor show and we have every reason to believe 
that the weather will be good during our Gathering. 
In discussions with some of the other centres (and wives) the organising committee have noted the request to 
provide some relaxation and leisure time and not to cram the event full of activities. We have listened to this 
and hope that it is reflected in the provisional programme given below. 
 

Mon 2 May: Registration/Welcome braai 

Tues 3 May: Relax day. Clean cars, judges briefing pm/ free night 

Wed 4 May:  Concours am /BGM pm followed by a social (braai/other) 
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Thur 5 May:  Driving test am/ Groot Brak tour and car collection pm/ Free night 

Frid 6 May:  Visit Knysna/Scenic tour/ Brian Bruce collection/ Mitchells Breweries/ 

waterfront/ afternoon free/ Gala Evening  

Sat 6 May : Depart. 

There is so much to see in the area that you might want to stay on an extra few days.  

     At this point in time we are unable to give final costs but the organising committee are making every effort 
to find sponsorship and to make the gathering both memorable and affordable to all of our members.As  
things firm we will post updates on our website : http://www.capetriumph.za.org/  
For more information about our chosen venue see : http://www.atkvresorts.co.za/hartenbos-overview  
Cheers from the Cape Town team.  
 

insurance report & Car Values 

 

 

Points 5 10 15 20 25 / Bronze Silver Gold 

Roadster 
 

65 130 195 260 325 390 455 

TR2 – 6 
 

60 120 180 240 300 360 420 

TR8 & Stag 
 

45 90 135 180 225 270 315 

TR7 Soft 

Top 

+ GT6 

30 60 90 120 150 180 210 

TR7 

HardTop 

+ Spitfire 

25 50 75 100 125 150 175 

Vitesse 

+ Dolomite 

20   40 60 80 100 120 140 

Saloons 
 

14 28 42 56 70 84 98 

 

In order to keep up with market trends and increased costs of restoration the insurance values of our cars 
have been adjusted to the above values (in Kilo Rand).  The points scoring system remains the same as before 
where each section (bodywork, interior, wheels and tyres, mechanical and engine compartments) are 
evaluated out of a maximum of 5 points and total out of 25 arrived at for the car, from which a value is arrived 
at.  The Concours at the National Gatherings is an excellent barometer of the overall condition of the cars so 
we continue to put a value to a car reaching bronze, silver or gold medal status so if your car reached these 
heights at the 2014 Nationals and you want to increase the insured value of your car, send proof to the 
brokers and the value will be increased. 
If you have any questions please contact me on 011 6792954(h) or 082508091(cell). 
John Dobbins 

REGIONAL REPORTS  
Bloemfontein 
 

Time rushes on, and waits for no one – or thing.  Winter is supposed to be here but is not rushing on us as it 

should.  May is nearly at its end and we have not had any frost yet, the normal time being the middle of April.  

This leaves us wondering what it has in store for us!  Normally late winter is a very cold winter… 

        I suppose you are wondering what this weather report is all about. 

http://www.capetriumph.za.org/
http://www.atkvresorts.co.za/hartenbos-overview
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 Correct – driving and enjoying your Triumph!  Let’s hope this winter is not too severe, and you can have much 

pleasure from your car. 

        I was shocked to read about Nols’ heart attack in Pretoria’s report in the March issue.  You are still much 

too young to be having things like that happening to you Nols.  Did you have a bypass or get a stent? Anyway 

the main thing is you are well again!  Take care… 

        I never received my December copy of Sabrina, and I was wondering whether Eric, if you have a spare 

copy, could post me one.  This postal strike has caused a lot of problems, and cost the country millions of 

Rands. 

         A few weeks ago the Old Car Club invited our club to a bring & braai and presentation on the GSM 

Flamingo, a sports car made in South Africa in the sixties (many of you still remember it, and the GSM Dart).  

The presenter has owned and rebuilt quite a few of them, and has a vast knowledge of the cars.  The ladies were 

entertained by having a demonstration on making flowers from icing sugar.  They looked just like the real 

thing.  A most interesting evening. 

        Our next outing is a breakfast run to Brandfort on the 30th May.  Let’s hope the winter has not closed in by 

then. 

 Happy motoring in you TR’s  

 

God bless, 

Alan 
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Graaf Florisweg 6, NL-2415 AB Nieuwerbrug, Neth. 

www.hans-kooij.nl    e-mail:  hkooijtr@planet.nl ;  +31(0)3486-88737  

 

 

http://www.hans-kooij.nl/
mailto:hkooijtr@planet.nl
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Border 

 

Greetings from the Border region.  

        Did any of you petrol heads spot the error in the March 

issue of Sabrina from Border? Yep… somehow Eric placed the wrong 

article which was over a year old. So the following is a 

condensed issue of news from our side since January.   

              So quite a lot has been happening since our 

December issue; we now have a new Chairman of Border Triumph, Mr 

Gavin Tuner, with Mr Geoff Kriel having taken on the role to 

manage our social gatherings and events.  Re Finance, we had 

approached Schabir Shaik to take on the role but couldn’t get 

any commitment from him based on his busy golfing schedule 

outside of him being laid up and dying in bed.  So Nan Turner 

has taken on the Finance role, her first challenge was to 

conduct a thorough audit the accounts (that Geoff handed over in 

December 2014) as we were most definitely R97.48 unaccounted for 

as we headed into 2015. Geoff had offered to pay the shortfall 

out of his own pocket, but none of us would entertain that…!!!  

Rather we wanted to wait for the audit outcome and take the 

necessary action at that time. The current favoured punishment 

by the club was to tie Geoff to a tree and flog him with a wet 

lettuce… a lot of the ladies were looking forward to that, but 

in good old fashioned Government style… all has gone quiet on 

the embezzlement front… ☺  Oh.. And my role (from ex-Chairman) 

now continues as our honest, factual, no waffle and to-the-point 

Sabrina scribe. 

                 So, on the news front in December we had our 

Christmas bash at the Emerald Vale Brewery in Chinza, which was 

enjoyed by all. They have a great selection of craft beers on 

sale and for R60 they will give you a guided tour of the 

facilities.  

             In January we had a great breakfast run to Gonubie 

Point for champers and orange juice then on to the Murambi Roses 

for breakfast. We were joined by the MG club on our invitation, 

however there was an uninvited thorn among the roses of Triumphs 

& MGs; yep we had an Austin Healey join the elite showing (see 

pic attached).  We had our lunch run on Sunday 22nd February to 

the Python Park to have lunch at the Caddy Shack and were again 

joined by Don and Alma Henderson of the MG Club.  The Python 

Park I am told has one of the largest collections of snakes in 

Southern Africa, in addition has a Mashie golf course for the 

hackers amongst us, so it was a great day out.  
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            On 15th March we were invited to an MG Club braai at 

Rendevous Caravan Park which was enjoyed by all and on the 24th 

March we were fortunate to be hosts to John and Marion Roets. We 

had a tour of the Mercedes Benz facility on the West Bank after 

which we proceeded to the Abbotsford Arms (a newly opened pub) 

with John and Marion for some refreshments.  

    On the 17th May we had a lunch run starting at the Gonubie 

beachfront coffee shop for some lubrication after which lunch 

was enjoyed by all at the Hams Club.  

      

 On the car front we have my project (TR7 v8) still progressing 

and Geoff’s TR3 which has unfortunately been on the back burner 

for a few months due to another project, his Austin Healy. The 

TR3 I am reliably informed by Geoff will be back on track very 

shortly . 

      Finally I am pleased to share some good news on our 

membership which has increased with the arrival of our latest 

member Syd Percy in his Triumph Spitfire. Welcome Syd!! 

 

Happy driving !! 

 

Phil Morris. 

 

 

Cape Town 
 
No Report received because apparently they have no Scribe. 
 

JOHANNESBURG 
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Why do I leave writing this report to the last minute I ask myself? It's not the 
first time either and it's not like I don't enjoy it. But at least it's up to the 
minute; here I am in bed having just returned from a noggin tapping away on 
my phone whilst the missus is pushing out the zzzs. 
 

On the subject of noggins, here's a tip for all the Centre Chairmen! Invest 
in an inverter, battery, a couple of extension leads and lights. You're going to 
need this kit to combat these confounded power outages, courtesy of Eskom. 
We correctly anticipated an outage this evening and the show went on. We 
can't do much about the traffic jams though. 
       We have finally found the perfect venue for our noggins.  
Centrally situated in the greenbelt of Oaklands, this is the third month of 
sharing the clubhouse with the Vintage and Veterans Club. Where else can 
you buy a beer for twelve bucks? John Dobbins broached the subject of car 
valuations, warning us all that the value of our cars is rising rapidly and that 
we should be wary of this when insurance is renewed. 
         Our March noggin was very interesting. Gary Booyens kicked the 
evening off with a discussion about the authenticity of the TR2 aided with a 
slide show. Our March run took us out to the Rand Airport for a quick 
breakfast.  
         Two weeks later it was time for the ever popular Angela's Picnic in 
perfect weather despite rainy conditions the previous day. Our allotted 
parking was full once again helped along by our friends from Pretoria. Eric 
Fletcher's daughter Megan presented a nice chocolate birthday cake to share 
being Eric’s Birthday. Believe it or not, it 
does go down well with beer 
         Finally, April's run promised to be 
different, both Joburg and Pretoria 
converged at a restaurant out on the 
eastern edge of Haartbeespoort Dam 
called French Toast for brekkies, the site 
for the making of a movie of the same 
name, after that we visited another movie 
set village less than two kilometres away 
called Pretville. The owner waived all 
entry fees and allowed us to park our 
cars in the streets of this '50s - '60s 
period setting.  

 
This is the site for the making of the 
Afrikaans musical - you guessed 
right: Pretville, based along the same 
lines as the movie Grease. Some of 
us watched the movie in the very 
‘50s styled bioscope.  
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This Sunday? The Chequered Flag in Benoni. 
  
Pretoria Centre, start swotting .... the Inter-Club quiz is in August and the 
challenge is on. 
The concours is also scheduled for August and plans for a judging workshop, 
kindly run by Alan Grant will happen a month before. 
 
Drive safe - Cheers, Mike    
 
 
 

 

KZN 
 

For many of us, Christmas either seems a long time ago or for some, it is approaching far too 
quickly.   Whatever your thoughts, we thought you would like to go on the journey Trish and 
Ian McDonald took last Christmas to visit Sandi and Chris Buckley who live in Malawi and who 
always make the epic journey to Nationals wherever they are being held. 
                February Noggin was the AGM and very well attended.   
 Grateful thanks were given to David Blair as he stood down from the Chairmanship after 
fourteen years.   Well done Dave and also well done to Anne with all the Triumph stuff she has 
had to put up with during those years. 
           We welcomed new members onto the Committee:   Firstly, Andy le Roux as Chairman, 
this was a unanimous decision.    Dave van de Westhuizen as Vice Chairman,  Philip de Kock 
Treasurer, David Blair as Registrar and Trish McDonald Regalia.   Those remaining on the 
Committee:  Debbie van de Westhuizen as Newsletter Editor, Eileen le Roux as Secretary and 
Val Bowden as Events Co-ordinator and Sabrina scribe. 
It was an excellent evening with excitement on the thought of going forward with new ideas. 
              Our February Valentines run was organised by the South Coast members for a 
breakfast at Hibberdene on the South Coast  so an early start was needed but we all made it.    
It is most important and enjoyable for the two centres to get together occasionally and to 
catch up on news. 
              The April noggin was a braai at the German Club where meat/ chicken packs were 
purchased and beautiful salads and rolls in true SA tradition were on hand and to boot, a 
warm evening enabling us all to sit outside. 
Our March run was entitled “The Jockey Run”.   No, we did not have to turn up in certain 
branded underwear, but Dave and Debbie organised this run to the Jockey Club in the 
beautiful countryside of Summerveld.    
This is where the jockeys train and during the week, one can have a breakfast watching the 
jockeys carrying out their early morning gallops. 
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              From there, Dave took us through more beautiful countryside for lunch at 
Summerveld Lodge.   My goodness, what a spread which was thoroughly enjoyed , despite the 
heat, sitting outside on the verandah.   Dave got the Manager to look round our cars and to 
choose her favourite.   Colleen Fraser was judged the winner in her red Mk. 3 Spitfire,   
 Well done Colleen. 
              Bruce and Fran Piggot organised the April run to PheZulu in the Valley of a Thousand 
Hills where we had breakfast and from there carried on to Inanda Dam and home through the 
Kloof Gorge, brilliant scenery and a first for many of us. 
We have an exciting diary of planned outings for the remainder of the year the next one being 
Cars in the Park in their new venue at Ashburton, outside Pietermaritzburg.   News on that 
outing next time. 
Kind regards, 
Val Bowden 

 
PORT ELIZABETH  
 
Well it is getting colder and many of our members carry out those necessary repairs to their 
Triumphs, as the weather is not conducive to open-top motoring except for those hardy souls who 
drive their Triumphs all the year round, no matter what the weather. 
In the last centre report I concluded that our centre would be having a busier time than what had 
been the case in the period covered by this report, but the weather has largely contributed to this 
not being the case. 
          In any event, we had our annual ‘Keith’s Picnic Event” at Jeffreys Bay, (ably organised by our 
stalwart member, Johan Marais, who is also the Chairman of the Jeffreys Bay Classic Car Club). 
Johan organises this event every year in honour of our oldest member, Keith Marsh, (who has a 
Triumph TR4). 
          This event is held as an “all classic cars day” at Super Tubes in Jeffrey’s Bay and, even though 
not well-supported by our centre, was well-supported by the Hot Rod Club and the Jeffreys Bay 
Classic Car Club. 
          As at the George Car Show, Johan had the Davdon on display and has vowed to have it on 
the road in the near future. This is a really unique car and anybody can contact Johan to obtain a 
DVD as is now available. 
More than likely there is no car remotely like it in the world!  
Beyers Vermaak of P E could assist to contact Johan. 
         The event took the form of a meeting of like-minded petrol-heads with lots of “karretjie-talk’” 
and a lunch bring-and-braai. 
For once the weather played ball and, although overcast, it did not rain and was even sunny for parts 
of the day. 
Those of us who attended really enjoyed this. 
         Our next event was the Knysna Car Show on 09 May 2015. 
This was supposed to be, as far as P E and Cape Town centres were concerned, (per a conversation 
between Dennis Cook of Cape Town centre and Beyers Vermaak of the  
P E centre), a “mini Triumph National without a Concours” between P E, Cape Town and Border. 
        As matters turned out the Border centre did not support this event but we did have Triumph 
members from Gauteng. 
        This event was organised, (and very well I might add), by the Garden Route Motor Club  and, 
specifically, by Peter Pretorius. 
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P E made a big effort with, amongst others. Beyers and Milé Vermaak in Milé’s Triumph Spitfire Mark 
IV, Harold Heunis in a Triumph Spitfire Mk 3, Deon and Amelia de Kock, (in Deon’s Triumph TR4), 
Carl and Barbara Butlion, (in Carl’s Triumph Spitfire 1500, and yours truly and my wife, Janet with 
my brother, Hugh Rademan and his wife, Glynis and their daughter, Kirrsten, making the trip. 
Heinz and Paula Koncki also attended. 
The funds raised from ticket sales went to support worthy charities.  
          There was lots to see, (from a mock-up of a car that will try to set a new land-speed record in 
South Africa to the many top selected classic cars, (from Triumphs, Sunbeams, Austin Healeys and 
Jaguars – just to name a few). 
There were also vintage, veteran and classic motor cycles. 
N.M.M.U. (Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University), had a “car” that was to try to break the 
minimum fuel consumption record, (presented by its faculty of engineering students). 
           Most of the P E centre members and the Cape Town members stayed at Pine Lake Marina 
outside Sedgefield, (and not too far from Knysna), and socialised, seeing people we only get the 
opportunity to see at Triumph Nationals . 
            I have not seen the Cape Town centre report but I am sure their “Sabrina scribe” will also 
report on this event.  
A scenic tour was organised on the Sunday after this Saturday event by Heinz Koncki. 
The Garden Route Motor Club have definitely achieved their goal of “Making the Knysna Motor Show 
a “must see event”, focussing on quality rather than quantity.  
That’s it 
Cheers 
Jon 
 
   
 
 
 

 Pretoria  
 
North of the Jukskei it has been surprising how quickly this year is going. 
We chickened out of our planned run to the Suikerbos Rand as we did not think it wise to compete with the 
Suikerbos roads hosting 10,000 cyclists. 
Instead we went all arty with a run, organised at the last minute by Albert de Vos, to the Anton Smit Art 
Studio near Bronkhorstspruit dam. 
          The first weekend in April is always Angela’s Picnic and together with Johannesburg our position 
apparently fielded more cars than any other and Pretoria fielded the majority of the Triumphs. 
The following Sunday was the Pretoria Old Motor Club – British Day and it was pleasing to see 18 Pretoria 
Triumphs. 
The last Sunday in April we joined with Johannesburg and off to “The French Toast” at Hartbeespoort for 
breakfast and then to the Film set town of Pretville.  
Sunday the 17th was our annual Gymkana / Driving test, organised with his usual efficiency by Terry Murphy.  
The overall winners were once again Spitfires being Marina Snelling and Mike Bilson (again). It was here that 
Terry dropped the ball (no not the one on the bonnet) his vow to handicap Mike did not work. The suggestion 
is that next year they must both drive Sidescreens and not Spitfires. 
 

the ethanol issue 1  
 
 

The following article was put together by Albert de Vos from several internet sources. It should 

be noted that much of the described problems are based on E10 blend. 
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South Africa to mandate biofuel blending starting in 2015  

 

      In 2013 the Republic of South Africa’s Department of Energy announced that the country will 

requiring biofuels to be blended with petrol and diesel starting Oct. 1, 2015. The mandatory 

blending regulations was promulgated under Government Notice R.671, on Aug. 23, 2012. 

According to a copy of the R.671 published in the official Government Gazette, the mandatory 

blending regulations will require minimum blend levels of B5 for biodiesel. The initial directive 

was for petrol, blends between E2 and E10 to be permitted. (E2 = 2% and E10 = 10% blend) It is 

now likely that only E2, or maybe E5 to be applied with E10 highly unlikely.  

The latest indications are that the implementation will be closer to 2017.  

How does this affect us and our Triumphs? 

        Characteristic of petrol/bio-ethanol blends:  

Ethanol, made from corn, grain, or other cultivated crops is added to petrol to oxygenate it, 

replacing the older additive, MTBE.  

The ethanol-blend is a step in the direction of renewable fuel.  

        However, all as not is simple and “green” as it sounds. Ethanol is a hygroscopic substance, 

which means that it readily attracts water from its surroundings such as the moisture that is in the 

air in the fuel tank. It is said that an E10 blend will draw 50 times more moisture than regular 

petrol.  

It takes as little as one tablespoon of water per 5 litres of petrol to cause the ethanol to phase 

separately from the petrol.  

           The fuel separates into two distinct layers: a thick layer of petrol mixed with a little ethanol 

on top, and a thinner layer on the bottom consisting of water mixed with most of the ethanol. The 

separated water mixture at the bottom of the fuel tank is extremely corrosive to anything it comes 

into contact with.  

Reduced fuel longevity 

          A petrol/ethanol blend absorbs water until it triggers phase separation. The blend has a 90-

day product life in a closed tank, but lasts just 30 to 45 days in a vented tank. (Most classic cars 

have open vented fuel tanks). With 10 percent ethanol blends, owners are supposed to replace 

the fuel in vented tanks about once a month by driving or draining, taking into consideration the 

humidity in the atmosphere and temperatures.  

Lower fuel octane 

           Ethanol has a high octane and when the ethanol is removed from the petrol via phase 

separation the octane of the petrol mixture could drop significantly, depending on the amount of 

ethanol in the petrol mixture.  

Poor engine performance:  

          The fuel pump could easily pick up a slug of the water/ethanol slurry at the bottom of the 

tank, interrupting the delivery of petrol to the engine. This will cause the engine to miss, run 

rough and possibly stall altogether.  

Volatility: 

         The ability of a fuel to vaporise or change from liquid to vapour is referred to as its volatility. 

Volatility is an extremely important characteristic of a carburettor engine because an engine can 

only burn the vaporized portions of the petrol.  

       The Reid Vapour Pressure (RVP) (a method used to measures the absolute vapour pressure 

exerted by the fuel) has changed from as high as 14 lbs. in the 1960s to where it is currently, 

which is as low as 7.2 lbs. Moisture contaminated fuel has an even lower volatility, which will 

cause difficult starting and poor performance.  

       However, this is unlikely due to the fact that most petrol mixtures are blended close to the 

maximum RVP and the loss of RVP due to the ethanol separating out of the mixture should have 

only a minor impact. Vapour lock problems as a result of ethanol in the petrol mixture is more 

likely to occur.  

 Corrosion and rust:  

     Water in the bottom of the fuel tank and inside the fuel lines will cause corrosion and rust, and 

the solvent properties of the ethanol will loosen that up, along with bits of sediment and deposits. 
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The resulting debris floating in the fuel could clog fuel filters, fuel lines and carburettors float 

valves.  

Specific Parts Affected by Ethanol  

Fuel tank:  

       Ethanol could dislodge sediment and deposits in older gas tanks and fuel lines. Loose debris 

in the fuel could clog the fuel filter, or cause engine flooding if the carburettor float valve sticks.  

Fuel pump:  

        Rubber diaphragms inside the fuel pump may have problems with ethanol exposure.  

Carburettor float valve:  

        Float valve needles on early cars were brass, and these were replaced with plastic needles 

or brass needles with Viton (a specific type of rubber) tips. Ethanol can cause the plastic needles 

to swell up and stick either open or shut, which causes either massive flooding or starves the 

carburettor for fuel.  

Carburettor floats:  

        The Zenith-Stromberg floats found specifically/ only in the TR4 and 4A made of foam covered 

with a skin may deteriorate when exposed to ethanol.  

Other plastic floats, like those used by SU, may also be affected.  

Hoses: 

        Ethanol could dry out or deteriorate rubber hoses.  

Seals:  

         Ethanol could shrink, swell or deteriorate seals, depending on the material.  

Gaskets:  

        Ethanol may deteriorate the rubber in rubber/cork composite gaskets. Fibre washers and 

gaskets are not affected.  

 

Economic effects of bio-ethanol fuel blend 

Food security:  

         The Biofuels movement has always faced a suspicion that it will have a negative impact on 

food security by diverting critical crops away from the food basket and will raise prices. These 

concerns are best reflected in the direction taken by the European Union (EU) recently. In 

September this year the European Parliament voted to reduce the limit of Biofuel mix in petrol 

fuels from the current 10% to about 6% by 2020. The motivation was a concern that the booming 

biofuels industry was driving up global food prices.  

Increased demand in fuel management:  

           It now appears that petrol will have a “sell-by” date. This has to be managed from various 

quarters. Not only the fuel in your tank, but also the fuel in the underground tanks at the service 

station. How will we know that the fuel has not expired?  

Increase in maintenance cost:  

           It seems that special “ethanol compatible kits “may have to be installed in our cars to 

handle the possible effects of the biofuel blends. Additional maintenance will be required to 

manage the accumulation of water in the fuel tank.  

Increase in recycled cost:  

           Let’s assume we have a tank of expired fuel, which is very likely with a classic car that is not 

driven that often. How is this to be managed? We cannot just dump the fuel. The cost, safety and 

logistics to have the fuel reprocessed or disposed will be a further addition to the operating cost 

of a classic car.  

          The question is: will “bio blending” of regular petrol not perhaps create a larger “carbon 

foot print” than the present scenario of fuel supply? My conclusion is that this “GREEN” initiative 

has so many negative side effects that I wonder if it warrants the advantages.  

Good news for now!  

           The practical implementation of the bio-fuel blending in South Africa is not likely to take-off 

soon as planned by the government. Reason: our bio-ethanol industry is far too small to deliver 

the volumes of bio-ethanol required.  

Internet information from:  
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           Moss Technical; Engine rebuild magazine http://www.enginebuildermag.com ; Ujuh News 

http://www.ujuh.co.za  

 

Albert de Vos  

 

THE ETHANOL issue 2  

I sent Albert’s article to Rene de Villiers for comment and below are his comments 

 

Hi Eric, 

     Your email of 20th March 2015 (below) has reference 

I am afraid I am going to need some hand holding here. 

  My understanding of the article by Albert de Vos  is briefly the following: 

 1.       Most of the water/ethanol mixture will settle at the bottom of a car fuel tank, and this may 

lead to missing and/or airlocks. But this will not be critical. 

2.       Dirt in the system may be loosened, but at most it will only clog fuel filters which can be 

replaced. 

3.       E10 (ie 10% ethanol mix) attracts 50 times more water than does petrol. We are likely to get 

E2, which to me means that it will attract  (only)10 times more water than petrol 

4.       E10 will require a change/turnover of petrol every 30 t0 45 days. E2, it looks to  me, will 

require a turnover of, say,  every third month. This is, in any event, much the same as regards a 

tank of LRP 

5.       The octane rating will drop, but this will be marginal. 

6.       Pipes, seals etc may be affected, but alternatives are available. As regards float needles, 

when one orders these from Moss, they supply a “Grose”  needle which is made of stainless 

steel/brass. This will not be affected by E10 and definitely not by E2. 

        All-in-all, I cannot see any substantive issue for SAMCA to lobby government on. But I am 

prepared to be persuaded differently. 

       As regards dissemination of information to affiliated Clubs, this is not really SAMCA’s role. In 

any event, motoring magazines are sure to cover the topic extensively nearer the time. 

PS: I am putting together something on the cleaning/de-rusting of fuel tanks and will circulate it 

for publication 

Rene de Villiers 

 

The article below is the follow up from Rene. 

 

the ethanol issue 3  
 

FUEL TANKS : CLEANING THEM AND SEALING THEM  

          Notices have appeared in various Government Gazettes that ethanol will be added to 

petrol in the near future. An addition of up to 10% ethanol has been mentioned (to be known as 

E10), but it is more likely that the mixture will be 5%  (E5) or even as low as 2%  (E2).   Such a 

mix, it is said, will affect all motorists, and especially owners of old cars with steel fuel tanks. 

Pipes, seals, needle-and-seats/ float needles and plastic floats will also be affected. And because 

ethanol attracts a lot of water,  engine performance will suffer. And there will/may be vapour 

locks. The petrol in cars which are garaged for weeks on end without being used will be most 

affected. 
          Motoring magazines are sure to publish many articles on the topic, and offer all manner of 

advice to overcome these problems. I have already heard that by adding methylated spirits to 

petrol most if not all performance problems will be solved.  
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          One of the downstream side effects will/may be that because of all the additional 

water  which will form in petrol, fuel tanks may rust more than is the case at present.   

 

          One very serious restorer I know simply cuts a flap in the side of his (Porsche) fuel tank, 

uses his sand blaster to clean the tank, and then welds up the flap. 

         Pierre Cronje  says he puts broken car glass in a (motor cycle) tank together with 

phosphoric acid and closes up the in- and outlet/s.  He then rotates the tank  in his spitbraai for 

about half an hour. He then cleans it out with water, followed by thinners. I suppose one would 

get the same result if you make a somewhat larger rotisserie for a motor car fuel tank. 

         Then there is the electrolysis  method which is explained in the attached article which was 

published in the Cape Town Centre Newsletter, I think some time during 2014. 

       Once you have it cleaned you will want to seal the inner surface so as to prevent rust from 

forming, and here I can refer you to two products. 

       Pierre Cronje, who apart from his interest in Triumph TRs,  has been messing around with old 

motor bikes forever,  referred me to TP Agencies. I spoke to Marc Faber (011 609 3531 or 083 400 

5074) with email address :  info@tpagencies.co.za  who sent me the data sheet on a 3M product 

called ECC776. Marc imports the stuff in 25 litre quantities which he decants into usable 1 litre 

quantities which he retails at R485,00 per litre.  He assures me that it will be suitable in the case of 

E10 fuel mixes, and definitely in the cases of E5 and E2 mixes. 

 Pierre says he has used EC776 with success and I must say it sounds very promising. 

       Harry Fairley, a long time Club member  told me he knows of someone who used  “Pro-struct 

632”. I contacted the distributors, Stoncor Africa,  who are based in Midrand Industrial Park, 

Cresset Road. Their contact numbers are 011 310 1821,  011 254 5300 and 011 254 5500. The 

product costs just under R300,00 for a one litre kit (you mix two liquids).  

        Stoncor Africa is essentially involved in the sealing of stone products and whilst they cannot 

guarantee the results of Pro-struct 632  on steel fuel tanks, they say it is the closest product they 

have for this sort of application. 

  

Rene de Villiers 

  

These read a bit like Alchemy, maybe if you do it under a full moon you can end up producing 

gold. 

  

the ethanol issue 4 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS to ethanol problems 
 

        Now Gavin Spiller recommends the following solutions and these apparently are used by the 

racing fraternity. 

         In order to prevent frightening situations, as have been reported in the UK of cars catching 

fire as a result of Ethanol perished fuel lines. 

Replace all petrol pipes with Festo 100 bar chemical resistant pipe and fittings.  

The fittings are apparently push fit and come in a variety of bends to suit your need. 

                              www.festo.com/cms/en-za_za 

         There are several local guys making Stainless Steel  petrol tanks and since apparently 

swirling the petrol in the tank prevents separation. Swirl cans can be built into such a new tank. It 

can, I am told , be achieved by installing a Carburetter regulator and filter after the petrol pump 

and feeding the bypassed petrol back to the petrol tank. The recommended petrol pump is a 

Facet. 

So be prepared! 

Eric Fletcher 

 

 

mailto:info@tpagencies.co.za
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trish & ians story 
 

Malawi has always been a favourite place of ours, so when we were wondering what to do over Christmas and 
Trish said “How about Malawi?”  I jumped at the idea. 

We’ve been to the “Warm Heart of Africa”, as the tourist media have always called Malawi, a number 
of times, firstly when I lived in Zambia and then a few times since then 

Malawians are among the friendliest people we’ve come across on our travels.  When we used to 
travel to the Lake from Lusaka, we always said it was like arriving on a different planet.  The first thing the 
immigration people at the border would say, with a genuine smile, was “Welcome to Our Country”!! - a far cry 
from the grunts and sullenness experienced when leaving Zambia or negotiating the horrors of Mozambique 
border posts! When some years ago, I questioned a Malawian guy who was taking us on a birding hike, as to 
why Malawians are so different, he explained that “that missionary man – Dr. Livingstone I presume – liked 
Malawi so much that he didn’t bother to go any further”.  It certainly could explain why the conservative 
Presbyterianism influence still lingers 

Anyway, the added attraction that Chris and Sandi Buckley from the Triumph Club had issued a general 
invitation to anyone travelling that way, convinced us.  After some difficulties with telephones and emails, we 
arranged to join them for two weeks over Christmas and New Year.  Added to the excitement was that our 
daughter, Tammy, who works in Dubai, decided to join us for the first week or so. 

Chris and Sandi’s lodge, Ngala Beach Lodge, is situated about two thirds of the way up the Lake, so our 
first decision was whether to brave the local bus transport to get there – (been there, done that – not such a 
good idea!), get a taxi from the airport (at US$250 a shot!) or hire a vehicle for our stay.  We had experience 
of hiring there before but were shocked that a little Suzuki Vitara would now cost +/- US$100 a day!!  Chris 
and Sandi came to the rescue with an arrangement with their local taxi driver who rented his Nissan Wingroad 
to us for US$25 a day all in.  Hands up all those who have heard of a Wingroad!!  It’s actually a small station 
wagon, not bad at all. 

Our SAA arrival at Lilongwe airport was scheduled for 12:40 on Friday – interesting because Tammy’s 
flight on Ethiopian Airways from the north was also scheduled to land at 12:40!  I could imagine us heading 
towards each other down the runway from opposite directions!!  As it turned out we arrived over Lilongwe at 
the same time as a massive thunderstorm, so both flights circled the area for an hour – at times we could 
actually see Tammy’s plane circling ahead of us.  When we eventually landed and went through immigration.  
I greeted the official in my best ChiChewa with a “Muli Bwanji”  and he replied with “Welcome to Our 
Country”!! Wonderful - some things don’t change! 
             Our journey to Ngala turned out to be an adventure in itself.  
 Firstly, we forgot to take our trusty Southern African Atlas with us and unbelievably I didn’t really have a clue 
as to where we were heading except north up the Lake and past Nkhotakhota! Compounded to that was the 
fact that I wanted to pay a visit to an old friend at Senga Bay on the southern lake on the way.  We set off and, 
as seems to be increasingly the case these days, my memory let me down somewhat.  The journey to Senga 
took us longer than expected and when we got there we were told that Sam was in England at her Ma’s 
funeral!  We had a quick Kuche Kuche – local beer – and set off north.  By this time it was pretty well dark.  
The next two to three hours were “interesting” to say the least.  I expected it to be an hour at most but 
kilometre after kilometre passed, petrol was running low, we hadn’t changed any money and we had no idea 
how far it was.  
 We passed through numerous villages and at each one asked the locals how far to Ngala.  Being the Friday 
night before Christmas, the locals were all at their bars and were getting progressively more plastered the 
further north we went!  In typical African way, nobody wanted to disappoint the mlungus by saying they 
didn’t know and that’s when we discovered that everywhere in Malawi is “no more than 60 kms”!! 

By this time Trish in the back seat was a jibbering wreck and Tammy and I were trying to act all nonch!  
We eventually found the very welcome sign to Ngala at about 8:30 and arrived having driven some 300km In 
all!  Chris says he was about to send out a search party for us.  That’s when the first of many MGT‘s (Malawi 
Gin and Tonic) went down well! 
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The next morning dawned bright and beautiful.  Trish and I were in a lovely “A” Frame cottage over-
looking the silver sand and lake.  Tammy had been allocated a room in the more recently built part of the 
lodge overlooking the infinity pool.  We had briefly stopped at Ngala for a drink on our way up the lake some 
years ago, before Chris and Sandi’s time.   

Our recollections were of a rather run-down place.  This 
made it all the more impressive to see the huge amount of 
work Chris and Sandi have done in the six or so years.  Ngala is a 
lovely lodge in a stunning setting – rustic thatch reception areas 
and really beautiful gardens creating an oasis of green in the 
browns of the African bush.  Over the next few days in the build 
up to Christmas, we lazed in the gardens, swam in the warm 
waters of the lake and watched – and even took part in – the 
fishing activities of the locals.  

 
 
We also took “Wingroad” to a few of the local places of 

interest,  
Including a backpackers resort 60kms (s’true!) up the 

lake at Kande.   
There we went out to Kande Island to snorkel.  Trish and 
Tammy decided to swim the 800 metres or so back to shore.  

Luckily we lost one mask so I “generously” volunteered to wait on the island for the boat!  I’m not daft and 
the swim proved to nearly be the end of Trish – luckily Tammy was with her. 

The other event we did at Kande was one that has been on my bucket list for some time.  That is to 
horse ride on a beach and swim with the horses.  There are stunning English style stables near the resort and 
Tammy and I arranged a ride.  I wasn’t sure how all of my artificial bits and pieces would stand up to it.  I had 
checked with my surgeon before we left Durbs. He said it should be alright as long as I didn’t cross my legs!  
He’s obviously not equestrian minded because I can’t imagine riding a horse with my legs crossed!   

The ride was great – an hour through the forest and then onto the beach, remove saddles etc. and 
then bare-back in the lake.  I did take strain but it was well worth it – another thing ticked off the bucket list!  

The stables by the way still have the old Morris Minor outside the reception area.  It was there when 
we visited six years ago.  A 
wonderful story – according to the 
owner of the stables, an elderly 
couple arrived in the car one day, 
having driven it down from 
England.  They were on their way 
to the Cape where they planned 
to settle.  When they arrived in 
Malawi, they fell in love with the 
area, decided that was far enough 
and left the Minor there and 
never came back!! And there it 
sits today, rusting away and 
providing a home for all sorts of 
nasties! 

One of the highlights of 
our stay was definitely the food at 
the lodge.  Sandi and her staff provided top class meals every day and really excelled for the Christmas lunch.  
The lodge by then was full and there was an interesting mix of local and overseas guests.  Christmas lunch was 
a stunning buffet of all sorts, including of course the lake fish – Chambo.  The afternoon, needless to say, was 
a case of recovering – with maningi MGT’s. 
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I haven’t yet touched on Chris’ cars.  He has a TR4A IRS, a TR6, TR3A being restored a Volvo S1800 and 
a Volvo 122.  Sadly for Chris, he has recently had an 
ankle operation and was currently laid up with a big 
“boot” on.  Chris likes to give each car a regular run 
and I kindly volunteered to help out!  So…. along with 
his mechanic, Jorex (yes, you have to emphasise to 
“O” when you say it!), we took the cars for a bit of a 
burn on the road north.  Great fun, but I have to say 
the S1800 was my favourite! 

 
Tammy left us to go back to her job just after 

Christmas, and having done about all there was to do, 
the period up until New Year and our departure was 
really one of chilling out in the water and walks to the 
local villages.  We decided to leave Ngala a day early 
to enable us to stay in Lilongwe overnight to make 
sure we got to the airport on time. It’s as well we did 
because as we were leaving “Wingroad” had a flat 

tyre and the spare was a “skinny”.  No SuperQuicks in the vicinity but no sweat – a guy in the local village fixed 
it chop chop for R20 and we were off.  The trip home was pretty uneventful and we arrived back in Kloof tired 
but happy. 
 
Ian MacDonald 
 

WHAT CAR IS THIS?  
 
Name the Make.                    
Name the Model.  
Give the engine size 
Where was it made & when?   
Does it have Triumph DNA? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
March’s Mystery Car  
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How many of you said Eric thinks we are all idiots it’s a Rover using the 
same engine (Rover V8) as the TR8. 
If you thought this then I am sorry in fact its is a Rover 2600. Oh you say 
but it’s a British Leyland and we had it here.  
 
           No we didn’t but yes it is a Rover SD1 but not  a model sold in 
South Africa 
 The photograph doesn’t show it but it could be a Rover 2000 a 2300 or 
a 2600. In the UK there were a full range of Rover SD1’s using Triumph 

engines even a 2400 SD Turbo. The engines were  modified Triumph 2000 and 2600 as used in the Vitesse, 
2500, GT6, TR5 and TR6.  
They even used the Dolomites Overhead Camshaft layout. 
 

South African 2600’s used the 
Australian P76 engine. When 
BL closed their Sydney factory 
in December 1974 all tooling 
for their P76 engine was 
shipped here. 
 
So let us go back to the UK 
where there are some more 
Triumph connections. 
Originally SD1’s were built in 
the TR7 plant in Solihull and when this was shut down they moved to Cowley in Oxford. 
        There is another perhaps untrue connection. The SD1’s sport a so called ‘Quartic” steering wheel 
reputedly designed by the TR7’s designer Harris Mann for the BL Allegro. He refutes this stating that it was 
brought about by the Engineering department. Interestingly flat bottomed steering wheels are now all the 
fashion. 
            Finally how about comparing a UK ‘2600’s dashboard , on the top with   an SA one below it and note 
the  “ Quartic’’ Steering wheel now used on many modern cars. 
            Technical Director of BL “Spen” King presided over the development of TR6,TR7,TR8,Stag,late Spitfire, 
2000/2.5 MKII and Dolomite. 
He preferred simple cars and was the force behind the beam axle on the TR7. 
The SD1 was therefore jointly developed with the Triumph Engineering staff so much so that to quote Graham 
Robson “ the same approach influenced the Rover (-Triumph) SD1”. 
Eric Fletcher 
 

class acts to follow  
 

In addition to the above I found the following article on the Internet from some unknown source except the 
author is one Chris Dalton aided by the anonymous “Foshie” 
Ed 
The Rover 2600 effectively replaced the Triumph 2500Tc/2500S(although the latter remained available for a 
short time), but cost around £400 more. With 135 PS (100kW) and 152 ilbft  (205N-m) DIN from its 2,597cc 
OHC six, the 2600 matched the output of the discontinued 2.5PI, but with the same axle ratio and 349lb (155 
kg) more curb weight the Rover couldn’t quite match the Triumph’s acceleration. 
         The SD1 was also offered in cheaper 2300 form, with a short stroke  2,350cc six and 123PS (91kW) and 
later with the 1,994cc  Q-series four, reviving the Rover 2000 badge  
      With the benefit of hindsight, it’s clear that the decision to drop the big Triumph sedans was a mistake. 
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Together, the 2000/2.5/2500 had accounted for nearly 317,000 sales, split roughly 40/60 between Mk 1 and 
Mk 2 cars. (Our sources are unclear about whether or not those figures include CKD production in South Africa 
and elsewhere.)  
While the Rover P6 sold something between 325,000 and 330,000 cars during the same period, about 80,000 
of those were the significantly costlier eight-cylinder 3500. If we count only the P6’s four-cylinder variations, 
which were much closer to the Triumphs in price and performance, the Triumphs outsold the P6 by nearly 
30%, although both did well given their price and market. It’s hard to see why anyone thought the buyers of 
two such distinct (if similarly successful) cars could be magically shifted to a single new model, particularly one 
that was quite different from either of its predecessors. 
          We’re as critical as anyone of the British auto industry’s traditional affection for badge engineering, but 
developing separate Rover and Triumph versions of the SD1 would not have been a wholly ridiculous idea. 
The SD1’s Ferrari-influenced hatchback profile was striking, but there would probably also have been room for 
a more conservative-looking three-box derivative, which would have served to expand the utility of the 
platform.  
          
          The early-70s BLMC board liked radical designs, which is why they favoured the P10 (and for that matter 
the Harris Mann proposal that became the Triumph TR7) in the first place, but their judgment in that area was 
by no means universally shared. Their successors were more cautious; Rover-Triumph planned a four-door 
notchback version of the Bravo, the SD1’s abortive successor, and the later Rover 800 was offered in both 
four- and five-door forms. 
        The Mk 2 2000/2.5 PI/2500 sedans aged quite well over their eight-year run, a credit to Michelotti’s 
skillful facelift. The Triumph doesn’t look at all out of place next to BMW’s contemporary E20 5-Series or E23 
7-Series sedans. We think the Triumph’s tall greenhouse is a trifle gawky-looking from an aesthetic 
standpoint, but it does provide good outward visibility. 
          It would be tempting to lay the blame for these miscalculations on BLMC’s mid-decade managerial and 
financial chaos, but as previously noted, Leyland was planning to eventually drop the big Triumphs before 
BLMC was even formed. However, being stuck in the middle of BLMC’s ramshackle brand hierarchy certainly 
didn’t help. As part of British Leyland, Rover-Triumph (the two were formally merged in March 1972) couldn’t 
extend its range too far in one direction without ruffling the feathers of Austin Morris or venture too far the 
other way without stepping on Jaguar’s tail.  
 In any case , British Leyland’s disastrous financial condition and complex political situation meant that 
there was no money to spare, a problem that also doomed the SD2, Triumph’s planned successor to the 
Toledo and Dolomite. There is also reason to think that a Triumph derivative of the SD1 would have escaped 
the quality problems that dogged the Rover. ( that is in the UK and was not the case in SA.- Ed ) 
 The market that Triumph had tapped with the 200/2.5/2500 did not go away after the demise of those 
cars, but British Leyland ( shortly named Austin Rover and then the Rover Group) gradually surrendered much 
of its share to European rivals, most of them German. Since then the growing popularity in Europe and the UK 
of “ premium cars” with prestigious badges- even in sparsely equipped entry-level form – has decimated the 
market for big bread-and-butter sedans like the Opel Omega and Ford Scorpio, cut a bloody swathe through 
the D-segment and more recently launched a concerted assault on the C segment.  
           The USA has been spared from this onslaught, mostly because the European automakers typically only 
federalize the more expensive, big-engined versions of each model line, but as of this writing , there is no end 
in sight elsewhere. 
 Crediting the Triumph 2000 (and its Rover rival) with starting this trend would be stretching a point too 
far, but the big Triumphs did foreshadow the direction the market was going. 

It’s a pity that the Triumph’s maker wasn’t able to capitalize on that prescience. 
 

From the bookshelf 
for sale 

http://ateupwithmotor.com/model-histories/triumph-tr7-tr8/
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Graham Robson’s new book  
“ Works Triumphs in Detail” 
This heavy 275 page book catalogues every works completion car, not by model but by each individual car. UK 
cars keep their registration number . 
Each car as identified by it’s registration plate is discussed in detail event by event from preparation, crew , 
how it fared in  and what happened to it when the Works finished with it. 
It covers Vanguards, Standard 8,10 and Pennant, Dolomite Sprint, 2.5 PI, Spitfire, GT6,2000, TR4,Herald and 
Vitesse, TR7 and TR7-V8, TR2/3Sand TRS and TR2/3/3A. 
It is not a coffee table book and not one that you can read from cover to cover because of the depth of detail 
that it presents. 
It is however not a cheap book in Rand terms being £45 in the UK. 
Now I was offered one , signed by Graham Robson , late last year and ordered one. It was mailed  to me by 
ordinary post.  
Come March and it hadn’t arrived and so I ordered another sent by Courier and not Posted. This arrived two 
12 days later. 
Now on May 21 the first  one arrived, so I now have 2 (both signed by Graham Robson). 
The UK price (excluding Postage ) is £37.00 so make me an offer, 
Obviously the highest bid gets it I just want to recoup my costs.  
I will post it to the buyer  
Contact me on 083 461 0719 or flechetr@gmail.com 
 
Eric Fletcher 

 
 
 
 
 
for sale 
 
Guy du Sautoy is wanting to sell the centre section of the Surrey top fitted to his TR5. 
Price is What Offers? 
Contact Guy on guydusautoy@gmail.com 
And 0834574845 
 

 
 

mailto:guydusautoy@gmail.com
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TR7 estate 
 
The following is with thanks to the Crayford Convertible Club. 
 

 

 

There was only one Triumph Crayford and that was the TR7 Estate project, which was commissioned by Page 

Motors of Epsom.  

They funded the prototype, a yellow fixed head TR7 sportscar, converted by Crayford into a three-door estate 

car.  

          It was called the Tracer, after it’s bullet shaped profile, it was exhibited at the Motor Show, and despite 

grabbing lots of press and public attention, failed to attract a single order.  

        Page Motors, a Triumph main dealer, had hoped to sell hundreds of TR7 Crayford estates, but it was not 

to be and the show car remained a one-off. Its downfall despite its stunning looks was to do with the fact that 

it had virtually no space to carry anything, if you had golf clubs you where better off with a booted car or a 

convertible. 

       The car ended up with the secretary of the TR7 club and was re-sprayed in red.  
 
Maybe this could be Heinz Koncki’s next project 
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Eric Fletcher 
 

a rare discovery in Armagh  
 
At our February noggin I showed the movie on the three Triumph TR4S's winning the team prize at the 1961 
Le Mans endurance race, Immediately before I gave a short talk on the development of the Le Mans TRS 
racers.  
I mentioned how privileged I was to see one of these cars in real life,  
I actually came across the TR4S racer by coincidence and did not plan to deliberately go and look for it. 
           Prior to Cathy and I visiting the United States for the first time in September 1999, I placed quite a 
sizeable order for TR parts at the Roadster Factory by E-Mail  and arranged that I will pick it up and pay for it 
personally.   
I therefore made quite a big detour through Pennsylvania and booked for an overnight stay in the town of 
Indiana because it is about 40 km from Armagh, where the huge Roadster Factory warehouse is located.  
          As I entered the RF premises I saw something parked in the foyer that took my breath away.  
Right there in front of me, and next to a complete TR6 body on display, stood a car that I recognized from the 
pictures  in Graham Robson's authoritative book on the Triumph TR's. 
 Could this car, 929 HP, be a replica of one of the famous Le Mans  racers, or was it the real McCoy? 

 
Totally focused on this rare find and completely oblivious of anything else, I zoomed in on the TR4S:                                                                                                                                                             
"Can I help you mister?", came the question from the guy at reception behind me.                                         
"Is this car for real or is it a replica", I immediately wanted to know because I could not believe my eyes or my 
luck.                                                                                                                                   "It's one of the three cars that 
came to the States after the race", came the answer. "We're rebuilding the motor."                                                                                                                                     
That explained why the car's front end stood slightly raised.  
Not being able to see the iconic 'Sabrina' motor myself, I was naturally very disappointed but still very thrilled 
as I in admiration stroked my hand across the bulged bonnet.  
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             Pete, the manager, and I exchanged Triumph T-shirts and that opened the opportunity for me to be 
taken on a guided tour of the huge facility to be shown the whole process from storage, to picking, packing, 
and dispatch on a real production line. 

 A customer 
collecting parts personally was an odd experience for them since they make up parcels to be sent all over the 
world. 
         Afterwards, unpacking the box filled with parts in my hotel room, I discovered that one item's sticker 
read "Made in South Africa"  
However, this is a story for another day. Yet the consequence of this episode was that I received the club's 
dreaded wooden spanner at the first noggin once I got home! 
        The photos (below) taken at the Roadster Factory and that brought back so many memories that I 
decided  to share this little story with you. 
Cheers vir eers 
Nols  
 

Warped Brake Discs  

I found this fascinating article , by Michael Grant, on the Moss Technical Web Site. It is a new slant on brake 
judder. 
Ed. 

The typical situation: New pads are fitted to a new pair of brake discs.  
A week later there’s a vibration or “judder” when the brakes are applied.  
 

A call to a mechanically inclined friend and an online search offers the diagnosis—the brake rotors are 
warped.  
          The diagnosis may be further verified by measuring the surface of the discs to see if they vary in 
thickness. Some customers have the discs turned on a brake lathe to remove the high spots. That stops the 
vibration, apparently proving that the discs were warped. Except that the symptoms come back in a couple of 
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weeks.  
          Now the frustrated and disappointed customer calls Moss Technical Services or simply returns the brake 
discs as defective.  
         The fact is:  
The discs were never warped at all. Every warped brake disc that we’ve investigated with the assistance of our 
suppliers shows uneven patches of friction material from the brake pads on the surface of the disc. These 
patches cause variation in thickness (run-out) and the vibration under braking. Brake manufacturers have 
been struggling to deal with this situation for years because warped discs are so readily blamed for brake-
related vibrations.  
           To understand what’s taking place, let’s look at what happens when we step on the brake pedal. The 
pads press against the surface of the disc, converting the energy of motion into the energy of heat through 
friction. What you may not know is that there are two kinds of friction at work: abrasive and adherent. 
           Feeling some shudder in the steering wheel when applying the brakes? Conventional wisdom says that 
the rotors are warped, but really you might have a problem with friction material transfer. Don’t worry, 
though, as the fix is relatively simple> 
Abrasive Friction:  
           According to Carroll Smith, author of “The Warped Brake Disc and Other Myths of the Braking System,” 
abrasive friction involves breaking the crystalline bonds of both the pad material and the cast iron of the disc. 
Breaking these bonds generates the heat of friction. In abrasive friction, the bonds between the crystals of the 
pad material (and to a lesser extent, the disc material) are permanently broken.  
         The harder material wears the softer away, meaning the disc wears the pad. When we see the word 
friction, it is abrasive friction that comes to mind.  
 
Adherent Friction:  
            When brake pads press against the surface of the steel disc, some of the pad material transfers directly 
to the surface of the disc forming a thin, uniform layer. The surface of the steel disc and the surface of the 
brake pad become identical in composition. As the disc moves between the pads, friction material transfers in 
both directions, breaking and reforming bonds at the molecular level. This transfer of material in both 
directions is a normal and essential part of braking friction.  
Pad Material:  
            Brake pads all use a combination of abrasive and adherent friction during braking. Pad material differs 
based on the manufacturer’s specifications, which are always attempting to balance performance, wear, 
noise, and to a lesser extent, dust. There must be enough abrasive elements to keep the disc surface clean, 
and the pads must provide uniform adherent friction material transfer to the disc within the intended 
temperature range.  
Uneven Friction Material  
          Transfer: Pads that are used beyond their intended temperature range will cause problems. Pads can be 
heated to the point where they transfer friction material to the disc in random, uneven patches. The thick and 
thin layers are not generally visible, but the driver can feel vibration and measure it with a dial indicator. 
Modern brake pads are engineered with the best possible combination of features, but they are still limited to 
their intended range of operating temperatures.  
Pad Selection:  
        Generally, there are street, performance and racing brake pads,  
and most quality pads have broader temperature ranges than pads made 10 years ago. However, no street 
pads are suitable for racing, and no racing pads are suitable for the street. Performance street pads are a 
compromise—they’re more effective at low temperatures than racing pads and they can operate at higher 
temperatures than street pads.  
Where to Start:  
          If you have vibration under braking with new discs and pads, first eliminate the obvious by making sure 
that the hub and wheel flange are flat, clean, and rust free. A miniscule amount of run-out here will be 
magnified at the edge of the brake disc. Verify that disc mounting hardware is in good condition, installed 
correctly, and tightened in the correct order according to the recommended torque specification.  
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Bedding-In Your Brakes  
          When new pads and brake discs are fitted, the most important thing you can do to prevent problems is 
to properly bed the brakes.  
       This critical step is the initial transfer of friction material from the pad to the disc forming a smooth, 
uniform layer. It establishes a foundation that’s essential for proper brake performance. It minimizes the 
chance of laying down uneven, random patches of friction material which will be felt as vibration when the 
brakes are applied.  
          

          All high-performance discs and pads should come with installation and break-in instructions. The 
procedures are similar for all major manufacturers.  
          Since you don’t come to a complete stop during pad or disc break-in, you have to plan where and when 
you do this procedure for safety purposes. If you come to a complete stop before the break-in process is 
completed, there is a chance that non-uniform pad material transfer or pad imprinting will take place, 
resulting in an irritating vibration during braking.  
Basic Bed-In Procedure: 
 
1. After installing new disc rotors and/or brake pads, perform eight to 10 slowdowns applying moderate 
pressure from about 30 to 40 mph (50 to 60 kph) without coming to a stop.  
 
2. Make an additional two or three slowdowns applying heavy pressure from about 40 to 45 mph (60 to 70 
kph) without coming to a stop.  
 
3. DO NOT DRAG THE BRAKES.  
 
4. Allow at least 15 minutes for the brake system to cool down.  
 
5. While the car is at rest during cool-down, DO NOT APPLY THE BRAKES. If you do, material will transfer from 
the pads to the rotor and probably give you braking vibration.  
 
After Brakes Are Bedded-In:  
            At this point, your new disc rotors and/or pads are ready for normal use with a thin, uniform coating of 
Friction material on the rotors. But the full process of building up the friction layer can take 190 to 300 miles 
(300 to 500 kms) depending on your driving style. There are two situations you should try to avoid during that 
time, as they can ruin that fragile friction coating, requiring another round of bedding-in.   

                Properly bedding in a new set of brake pads involves several hard brake applications followed by a 
cool-off period. 
              First, if you drive gently over a period of time with little heavy braking, you can actually strip off the 
necessary thin layer of friction material on the surface of the disc. This makes your brakes vulnerable to 
problems again. You can restore it by repeating the bedding-in procedure.  
              Second, if you have an incident where you are driving at high speed and have to brake hard coming to 
a complete stop with your foot on the brake pedal, the pads will imprint on the disc surface, transferring what 
seems like a hunk of friction material. This uneven material will cause vibration.  
           You can generally get rid of the excess material with abrasive friction by repeating the bedding-in 
process. If it’s a bad imprint and you can’t get rid of it this way, take your car to a shop with an on-car brake 
lathe. This process returns the discs to dead flat and then you can re-bed.  
         So bedding-in may not be a one-time deal, but it will work with patience. If you continue to have trouble, 
contact Moss Technical Services.  

Eric Fletcher 
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By George !  

Life is interesting South of the Jukskei  
 
It was a lovely cool morning when we left the farm that day. The day we went to the George Old Motor Show. 
It was at the “Engen One-Stop” at Grasmere, where we met her...... “MADAM TR.” She stood there on her 
‘gleaming steel-bed with wheels’, looking smart, prim and proper in her white attire. Her red leather shawl 
drawn across her seats like a snug fitting smart jacket. 
“Madam TR” was traveling with Gerald and Jeanne Habig who were occupying the front seats of “Lex”. Lex 
was himself not looking too shabby either in his white attire with black leather interior. 
Heading up this smart 
convoy was Norman Bull 
in his Q3, who in turn was 
escorting “Silver-Streak”. 
Bringing up the rear of 
this little enterouge was 
of course the now 
infamous “Lady in Red” 
housing Captain ”I’m 
thoroughly enjoying 
myself Bill” and Mrs 
“What’s today’s story 
Helen”.  

 
 

                
         

 
 
The first part 
of the 
journey was 
eventfully, 
uneventful, 
and a few pit 
stops and 
waterholes 
later we were 
eating up the 
tar, so to 

speak. 
As the day grew longer and the and the road straighter and the temperature higher, the strain began to show 
on the faces of Captain, I ‘think’ I am enjoying myself Bill, and Mrs what’s her story Helen. The temperature 

was climbing. . .32°C. . .33°C. . .34°C. . .35°C. . . . . . eventually 
peaking at 39°C. . . . . . 
 

“Oh my gosh! the heat, it’s like 

traveling through the karoo 

before the great trek happened, 

in a Red English ox wagon, no 

aircon, I’m hallucinating, 

where are we…..?” 
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We were of course taking the scenic route to “By George!”. . . . . . . We stopped for lunch in “Flowerfountain” 
a wonderfully hot and flat town in the middle (of our Great Trek.) 
Having travelled through “Flowerfountain” in the heat of the day   “MADAM TR” decided to let her hair down, 
in the cool breeze of the afternoon. . . (that should read “in the hot 120kmh wind blowing over the karoo”.) 

 
 
 
In the heat haze of the afternoon the overnight stop was finally 
in sight. The one cloud in the sky of brilliant blue gave hope of 
possible relief from the heat of the day, but sadly that was not 
to be. The rain remained at bay. We eventually arrived at “The 
Clay Pot” guesthouse in   “Old King Cole’s Mountain,” where 
“MADAM TR” and the “Silver-Streak, and The Lady in Red, 
settled in for the night. MADAM TR’s human companions also 
settled in. 

 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A scrumptious feast was had by the weary 

party at the “Flatlander” eating house, in “Old King Cole’s Mountain” –  
      

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MADAM 

TR’s hair 

blowing in the 

breeze 

 

 

Scenes from around Old 

King Cole’s Mountain 
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After a ‘good/hot’ night’s sleep, MADAM TR and convoy hit the road again. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We began our posh little journey of the day in a little known place called 
“Little Knob Paddock”, having driven past there we entered a very 

splendid place by the name of “Crown City”, quite an important place really.  
We then went around and past “Saving Mountain” and choked our way through “Dust Paddock” after going 
past “Hillside” and “Jumpfountain” we ended up in “Horseback Rider Valley”, which in turn brought us to 
“War Creek” but I am not sure how we got “Behind Pliers” or even when we reached our all time “Sticky Bush 
Low.” Nevertheless we soldiered on through “Narrow Creek” and past “Bush Mountain.” We passed a couple 
of “PullWagons” and saw a “many graves farm” and that’s when we realised we were near the dead centre of 
a town. 
We also came across a couple of World War II farms, “Hanover” and “Sherborne” as well as going past 
”Bangor Farm.” Then we were astounded to see [a] “Healthy Surname Going Past,” having witnessed that we 
took a sharp turn around “Thorn Corner.” The next place we came across was rather strange, we went past 
somewhere called “Bacon Tree Mountain” looking across the plains one could see a mountain, but it certainly 
didn’t have a “Bacon Tree” on it!. . . Curious . . . anyway then it was on to “Buck Low.” 
By this time we all needed a pit stop, especially MADAM TR, so we pulled up to a mountain with a loo. . . 
much to MADAM TR’s relief. 
 
 

 
 
Afte
r 
the 
pit 
stop 
thin
gs 
bec
ame 

a little interesting, when we had been past the 

This time around the temperature only managed to reach a cool 

35°C, no sweat. Travelling along the road from “Old King Cole’s 

Mountain” to the Port of Elizabeth became somewhat of a comedy 

of travelling conundrums in itself, as I shall explain.. It all started 

from the hallucinations of the heat from the day before, and it 

began with the simple question :- “Where does the name 

‘Knoppieskraal’ originate from?” 

.. . and it ended up with this ever so proper convoy of British 

Triumph sports cars travelling through some amazing places all the 

way from “Coathang to By George. . the Scenic Route.”  
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“Green Hills” and over the “Bush Man’s River” we came across “Comma Marijuana” and “Marijuana Farmer” 
and “Marijuana Fountain” and we decided that this must have been the drug capital of the world at some 
stage in the past. . . .  
 
After travelling a little further on, past all of these drug dealing places, we came upon some more pet friendly 
places, which started to appear just after we went up “Elephant’s Head Pass” and in the valley there we drove 
through “Addo Place” and “Petworth.”  
         Having been through and past some of the most interesting places imaginable, we eventually arrived in 
the Port of Elizabeth, in some cloudy, overcast and rainy weather. From 35°C to 19°C in a couple of hours! 
Interesting to say the least. We were in the Port of Elizabeth to fetch Hannelize from the airport, as she was 
joining Norman and the rest of us for the remainder of our trip to “By George.”  
(NOTE:- A little digression here, before I continue with the story. . .  
           We passed a place call “Adams Fountain” and also somewhere called “Riverford” – as place names go I 
had a thought. . .  I have a cat called Adam and I wasn’t aware that he owned a piece of South Africa. (I made 
a mental note to have a word with him when I got home. . .) I wonder when this ownership of a piece of South 
Africa, by my cat, had happened. How come I was not even aware of this AND if he “borrowed” my money to 
purchase/improve this place, when is “That Darn Cat” going to pay it back? . . . OR is he actually in cahoots 
with a certain       “Mr. J. Cobb,” who apparently owns another piece of South Africa – his  “kindle-the-firepool-
lapa” or something like that. . .These so called Fat Cats!)  
            Our story continues. . .We eventually arrived with our colourful little Red, White, and Silver convoy at 
the beautiful “Cape of St.Francis.” There we all bunked down for the night in the lovely Hamlet belonging to 
Norman and Hannelize. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
The next day dawned cool, overcast and rainy, 
a welcome relief from the past two days of 
sweltering heat through the karoo. . . . 
 
 
The Girls, namely Jeanne, Hannelize and Helen 
had decided that a more leisurely pace was to 
be pursued from now on and considering the 

weather had changed quite drastically, that was a decision that was most 
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appropriate for the “Real Ladies,” so from then on MADAM TR and Gerald, The Silver-Streak and Norman and 
The Lady in Red and Bill, were pretty much left to their own devices for the remainder of the trip to “By 
George!” while the Real Ladies commandeered “Lex” and travelled in absolute luxury from there on out. 
           The rain remained and after a hearty breakfast in the lovely hamlet of Cape St. Francis, the convoy 
made its way to “By George.” The Silver-Streak, 
MADAM TR, and the Lady in Red, with Lex bringing up 
the rear. 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helen . . .Bill . . .Jeanne               Gerald . . .Norman. . .Hannelize 
          
 
Good Friends, Good Food, Good Cars, Good Trip By George ! 
Being of some Royal descent, as I ‘sommer’ decided there and then, we actually stayed at Queen Victoria’s 
own bay, for the duration of the car show by George. . . . . 
By George! When we ladies got to the Old Motor Show, it was all four seasons in a couple of hours, the cars 
were great, all parked so beautifully in a line with their “guys” chatting about all manner of cars and things 
boy.  
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The Davdon Triumph Special 
 
 
 

 
 
p 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
A grand time was had 
by all and sadly the 
time to say farewell to 
By George had  
arrived. So our little convoy made its way back along the coast through the “Wilderness” past one last 
“Determined Corner” to Knysna (the same in any language), where we had one last scrumptious meal at the 
Dockyard on the Knysna Waterfront. 
         It was there that we parted company. . .  MADAM TR, The Silver-Streak, and Lex, with Gerald, Jeanne, 
and Norman and Hannelize heading back up North via Cape St. Francis to “Coathang” while The Lady in Red 
with Bill and Helen headed South to Brenton-on-Sea to begin another adventure. . .  
Cheers 4 Now 
Helen. . . . 
 
 
 
Glossary of Terms  (with apologies to the Engelse-Afrikaans Woordeboek) 
 
Flower Fountain   Bloemfontein 
(Old King)Cole’s Mountain  Colesburg 
Little Knob Paddock   Knoppieskraal 
Crown City            Kroonstad 

Some Triumphs 

come with their own 

potty! 
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Saving Mountain   Reddesburg 
Hillside     Koppiekant (or if you will, the side of your cup) 
Jump Fountain     Springfontein 
Horseback Riders Valley       Ruitersvlei 
War Creek    Oorlogspoort 
Behind Pliers     Agtertang 
Sticky Bush Low flats   Taaiboslaagte 
Narrow Creek    Naauwpoort 
Green Fountain    Groenfontein 
Bush Mountain     Bosberg 
PullWagons     Sleepwaens 
Grave Farm    Begrafplaas 
Dead centre of Town   Doodsmiddledorp 
Healthy Surname Going Past  Welvanpas 
Thorn Corner     Doringhoek 
Bacon Tree Mountain    Spekboomberg 
Comma Marijuana    Kommadagga 
Marijuana Farmer   Daggaboer 
Marijuana Fountain    Daggafontein 
Bush Man’s River   Boesmansrivier 
Green Hills    Groenheuwels 
Elephant’s Head Pass   Oliefantskoppas 
Determined Corner    Hoekwil 
Wilderness    Wilderness 
Coathang      Gauteng ! ! ! 

 

another mystery car ?   
 
 

What is mysterious about a TR3A? 

Or is it a TR3B? 

No it is neither, it is a TR3 Beta. 

A what? 

A TR3 Beta 

 

Thanks are due to the TR Driver ‘s club 

and Frank Marsden. 

The TR Driver’s Club web site had 

discussed the TR3 Beta and this was read by Frank Marsden , resulting in him contacting them. 

He reported that the article contained several inaccuracies and that he had been part of the team under the 

Standard Triumph Technical Engineer Ray Bates, 

The accepted history of the TR3 Beta is that it was to make the TR4 chassis fit under a widened TR3 body. 

Not so says Frank. 

He was given the job of widening the track of the TR3. 

It was suspected that this was to improve its handling in corners. It was recognised that while the TR3 was 

quicker than MGA’s in straight lines it fell behind in the twisty bits. 

     So was born the TR3 Beta of which two were produced, one red and one black, both are still around today. 

The project was officially named TR3B and predated the TR3 B destined for the USA. The TR3B and the TR3 

Beta are completely different cars. 

      Gordon Birtwistle ( Triumph High Speed Development Engineer) used the black TR3 Beta for MIRA 

testing and reports that handling was indeed an improvement over the TR3. 
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This resulted in the chassis, suspension and mechanicals, developed for the TR3 Beta, 

 being used for the TR4.  

So there you have it the TR3 Beta came first. 

 

Eric Fletcher 

History repeats itself 

 
We all know that BMW bought the Triumph name and every now and again there are rumours that BMW is 

bringing out a TR9 (I hope not). 

However what is probably not widely known that this is not the first time that the Triumph name changed 

hands. 

In 1936 because of financial problems the Triumph Motor Company sold its Bicycle and motorcycle 

businesses. The Motorcycle becoming Triumph Engineering Co Ltd. 

 In July 1939  (before WWII) the company went into the hands of the Receiver. 

This resulted in the Triumph factory and all equipment being bought by one T W Ward. 

Donald Healey was made General Manager , having been Triumphs Experimental Manager. The 2nd World 

War prevented production of cars and in 1940  German  bombing destroyed the Priory Street Works. 

 In November 1944 the Standard Motor Company bought the remnants of the Triumph Motor Company 

and its Brand name. They then formed a subsidiary Triumph Motor Company (1945 Limited.  

 The MD of Standard, John Black, had a major disagreement with William Lyons of SS that became 

Jaguar and he purchased the rights to Triumph in order to produce a car that would compete with the future post 

war Jaguar. 

  it follows therefore that when the Triumph Roadster was launched in 1946 it was in actual fact a 

Standard having been designed and built in Standards Canley  factory. 

Interestingly the early Roadster and Renown were in Aluminium due to a shortage of steel and a surplus of 

aircraft aluminium. 

 In essence then right into the 1950’s all Triumphs were actually Standards. 

This is evidenced by the odd badging that prevailed. 

The Roadster , Renown and Mayflower were badged with the pre war Triumph Globe. 

 A decision was made in the early 1950’s to call the sporting cars Triumphs and the Saloons Standards. 

But still there was confusion in badging. 

   The TR 2 carried a Standard  Griffin Wing badge on its bonnet and the Triumph Globe on its hub caps. 

This same double badging could be found on TR3, TR4, 200 and 1300. 

 Only the Griffin Wing badge was used on the Herald, Spitfire, Vitesse and GT6 but their hubcaps were 

bare. 

 And you thought that your car was a Triumph. 

 

Eric Fletcher 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

    Griffin Wing  
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    web sites 

 

 

With regions now starting to have their own Web Sites and hopefully regularly update them 

This page will list all the local ones plus any worthwhile international ones 

 

 

 

KZN     www.tscckzn.co.za 

 

Cape Town                          www.capetriumph.za.org 

 

PE     www.tsccpe.co.za 

 

Pretoria    www.pretoriatriumphclub.co.za 

 

JHB     www.triumphclub-joburg.co.za 

 

 

TR Register   www.tr-register.co.uk     Highly Professional 

 

TR Drivers Club   www.trdrivers.com 

 

The best TR7/TR8 Forum    www.forumtr7.com  The easiest to use  

 

Stag Owners Club  www.stag.org.uk 

 

Club Triumph   www.clubtriumph.org.uk 

 

Triumph Sports 6 Club www.tscc.org.uk 

http://www.tscckzn.co.za/
http://www.capetriumph.za.org/
http://www.tsccpe.co.za/
http://www.pretoriatriumphclub.co.za/
http://www.triumphclub-joburg.co.za/
http://www.tr-register.co.uk/
http://www.trdrivers.com/
http://www.forumtr7.com/
http://www.stag.org.uk/
http://www.clubtriumph.org.uk/
http://www.tscc.org.uk/

