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web sites 

 
 
With regions now starting to have their own Web Sites and hopefully 
regularly update them 
This page will list all the local ones plus any worthwhile international 
ones 
 
 
 
KZN     www.tscckzn.co.za 
 
Cape Town                          www.capetriumph.za.org 
 
PE     www.tsccpe.co.za 
 
Pretoria    www.pretoriatriumphclub.co.za 
 
JHB     www.triumphclubjoburg.co.za 
 
 
TR Register   www.tr-register.co.uk     Highly Professional 
 
TR Drivers Club   www.trdrivers.com 
 
The best TR7/TR8 Forum    www.forumtr7.com  The easiest to use  
 
Stag Owners Club  www.stag.org.uk 
 
Club Triumph   www.clubtriumph.org.uk 
 
Triumph Sports 6 Club www.tscc.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 Covers  Courtesy of John Clancy 
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Editorial 
 

Have you ever had the feeling that you are being targeted by some evil Tokoloshe? 

The September Sabrina was adversely affected by the Postal strike that even had a delaying 

effect on some of the December issue.  

So leave it behind in 2014 only for it to strike (no pun intended ) again near the end of February and 

thus delaying this issue. So up and running again when what do I hear? 

There maybe another Postal Strike commencing in March. 

Maybe it will help if I put bricks under my bedôs legs! 

All of this has resulted in this issue being slimmer but Iôll catch up by making Juneôs issue thicker. 

So let us ask old Tokoloshe to put his feet back on the right way around allowing me to get on 

uninterrupted. 

The DVD featuring the TR7 birthday produced by John Clancy and you will find a brief 

introduction to John on page 23 

It was Nolsôs wonderful event in Pretoria that has allowed us to build a relationship with John 

resulting in Guy Snelling being able to offer any of his DVDôs at greatly reduced prices detailed on 

page 24 

Several of our Regions report reduced attendance at Noggins and question why and what can 

they do increase attendance.  

This situation is also experienced by the TR Register Regions in the UK. The Chairman of the TR 

Register lays the blame at the door of the Internet and Social Media. Noggins were where Triumph 

members met to socialise, exchange ideas, Triumph technical tips and where to find this and that. 

Now they can find the information on the various Internet Forums, chat sites and on TR Registers 

own Web Site. Why go to a noggin when you can find what you are looking for online and from the 

comfort of your armchair? 

It is definitely food for thought. 

In a similar vein I hear mumblings about runs that require pre-payment for the brunch or 

lunch at the final destination.  

 Pre-payment requires firm intent to go on the run which at the time of the announcement may not be 

possible and also dictates against last minute joining of the run. This then results in a reduced number 

of members attending.  

I draw your attention to the article on Spark Plug Wires. This was written by a 72 year old 

TR7 owning LADY and I have another of her articles for the June edition. These articles should 

shame those of you who never submit anything and should be an example for our Ladies. 

Finally a request aimed at all of you who would prefer Sabrina electronically since despite 

raising this query with your respective Chairmen, I have yet to receive a reply from any of them.  

 

Do any of you know of a programme that will allow me to convert Sabrinaôs sometimes 

70meg to Electronic format? Please donôt say PDF it because this doesnôt reduce it by much and 

messes up the format.  

Alternatively a person or service that is an ñonline editorò.  

Ed 

 

ChairmaƴΩǎ /Ƙŀt 
 
One of the important issues that came up for discussion at our biennial general 
meeting last year was that of the format of Sabrina. Many members requested 
that we change the current Sabrina A5 booklet format to electronic media and 
then instead of printing and posting the magazine to them, send it by email or 
even place it on a central website for downloading.  There were also the 



members that requested no change to the current format, but to keep the 
status quo as they preferred the current format and distribution methods, we 
then called on members to respond to the questionnaire published September.   
The results are as follows:   
Received responses: 59, Electronic yes = 44, Hard copy = 15, Answer to 2d 
whether members would like to contribute to extra printing costs an 
overwhelming NO. Answer to 2f re additional costs of electronic production / 
website, split 50/50. The net result is that 75% is for electronic format, and 
25% for hard copy.  The investigation will now continue with us getting pricing 
on smaller runs of hard copy printing as well as what the financial implications 
would be to provide the electronic format for download purposes.  
My view is that we maintain the status quo but continue with the investigations 
and if possible start with the dual format and run it for a period of time and then 
decide on it at the next biennial general meeting.      The club magazine 
Sabrina is not mentioned in the club constitution at the moment, thus no 
formats, content prescriptions, etc. mentioned.  
I have also taken on the responsibility of the national club website, but have to 
admit that it has taken a lot longer than I anticipated, and do apologise for it. At 
the moment, the hosting is done by Afrihost and I am paying the monthly fees 
until such time that the site is operational. I am also calling on you to send me 
information to publish on the site.    
    Decisions like these are never easy to make and implement and we will be 
guided you, the members of the club who is the ultimate beneficiaries anyway. 
    The Cape Town centre secured a venue for the 2016 national gathering and 
I am calling on you to support them and letôs get ready for another great event.  
 
That's it for now, enjoy what's left of the summer and keep the Triumphs 
shining. 
Triumphant Regards, 
Gerhard. 
 

Treasurers report- 2014  
 

I have pleasure in presenting the unaudited financial results for the Triumph Sports Car Club of 

South Africa for the 12 months ending 31st December 2014 

During the year, John Roets announced his intention to step down as Treasurer, and we use 

this opportunity to thank him for his service to the club as Treasurer, and for the initiatives he 

brought to the portfolio. At the National Gathering held in KZN in March last year, I was appointed 

to take over from John, and I hope to add value to the Club during my tenure. 

The National records of Memberships have up to now been maintained manually at the 

centre, and a project was set up to create an electronic central register of Members, which was 

achieved during 2014.  An accurate spreadsheet of our members as provided by each club was 

developed, and herewith are some stats of the membership numbers of current paid up members per 

club for the year 2014 :- 

Total Memberships 

KZN                  112   

Bloemfontein      14    



Pretoria                47 

Cape Town          75 

Johannesburg    110 

Port Elizabeth      61 

Border                 10    

Total:                429 

This total includes: 

o Members who may have paid 2014 subs and passed away or resigned 
during the year are not regarded as current members. 

o 11 Honorary Members. 
 

Of our 429 members, 276 or 64%, are Full Members (ie, they paid for a Sabrina (R120pa) and the 

SAMCA fee of R20pa) , and the remainder are Spouse/Partner/Child Members, who only pay the 

SAMCA fee. 

Going forward we will be able to monitor trends and focus on keeping the Triumph Club from losing 

its existence 

Financially, your Club is still in a sound position, the surplus level for 2014 was maintained at 

a similar level to the previous year, made up largely by a 5.4% increase in revenue and a 6.5% 

increase in costs. As at the end of the year, the bank balance stood at R44559.77 (as adjusted ῘῘ) with 

a further R20, 351.17 in the investment account. 

Our major objective is to build up some surplus in anticipation of the Nationals to be hosted 

by the Western Cape Region in 2016, and also to prepare for initial set up costs for the possible 

introduction of an electronic version of the Sabrina.  

Whilst this is still under investigation, and will need memberôs approval, we need to be prepared in 

the event we do get the go-ahead. 

We want to focus on sourcing additional revenue through the selling of advertising space in 

the Sabrina. In this regard, we ask that each Regional Club commit to selling only R1000.00 each of 

advertising space for the year. Rates and details can be obtained from either Eric Fletcher or myself. 

Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa  

            NATIONAL ACCOUNT  

Income Statement for the Year Ended 31st December 2014 

And Comparative Period of 12 Months to 31st December 2013 

 2013 2014 

INCOME  39,545.00 41,680.00 

Membership Fees 39,545.00 41,680.00 

Advertising Revenue 0 600.00 

EXPENDITURE  31,905.54 33995.46 

Bank Costs 398.00 364.55 

Sabrina Printing Costs 27,989.00 21,761.61 

Sabrina Postage Inc. in above 7,930.00 

Membership cards (print and 

postage) 

926.00 810.30 

SAMCA Fees 2,592.5 3,129.00 

   

SURPLUS (DEFICIT) 7,639.46 7,684.54 

 

Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa 

            NATIONAL ACCOUNT  

Accumulated Funds Statement as at 31st December 2014 

(Unaudited) 

 2013 2014 

Closing Balance 1.1.1 29,235.77 36,875.23 



Income for the Year 39,545.00 41,680.00 

TOTAL  68,780.77 78,555.23 

EXPENDITURE  31,905.54 33995.46 

   

Members interest represented 

by Closing Balance and 

Nedbank Investment account 

Bank Statement 

36,875.23 44,559.77 

 

 

 

20,351.17 

                  Ed Grondel  Treasurer 

 

 

REGISTRARS REPORt 
Please accept my sincere apology for not submitting a report in the December 2014 issue. In 

mitigation I must say that it is the first time I missed a report since I became registrar in April 2000. 

But I suppose there is always a first time for everything. 

 

Anyway, it is quite some time since we had a look at how many Triumphs currently have their details 

captured in the register. Since a single table with all the cars cannot be accommodated on one page I 

shall group the cars according to the following 6 tables: 

 

TABLE 1: TR RANGE REGISTER 

TYPE NUMBER  VARIETY 

TR2 47  

TR3 84 Drum brake 22; Disc brake 62 

TR3A 91  

TR4 18 Surrey top 9; Full soft top 9 

TR4A 33 Surrey top 24; Full soft top 9 

TR5 12 Surrey top 5; Full soft top 7 

TR6 73 CP series 35; CR series 27; CC series 8; CF series 3 

TR7 150 Fixed Head Coupe 61; Drop Head 89 

TR8 6 All convertibles 

TOTAL 514 47,11 % of total 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 3: HERALD AND VITESSE REGISTERS 

TYPE NUMBER VARIETY 

Herald 948 15 Saloon 9; Coupe 8; Convertible 3 

Herald 1200 18 Saloon 13; Convertible 5 

Herald 13/60 5 Saloon 2; Convertible 3 

HERALD TOTAL 38  

Vitesse 6 (1600cc) 4 All convertible 

Vitesse 2 litre Mk1 2 All convertible 

Vitesse 2 litre Mk2 3 Saloon 2; Convertible 1 

VITESSE TOTAL 9  

HERALD AND VITESSE TOTAL 47 4,30% of total 

 

TABLE 4: LARGE SALOON AND STAG REGISTERS 

TYPE NUMBER VARIETY 



2000 Mk1 34 23 with manual box; 11 auto 

2000 Mk2 16 11 manual; 5 auto 

2500 PI 9 All manual with overdrive 

Chicane 2500 Mk1 34 22 manual with o/d; 12 auto 

Chicane 2500 Mk2 38 24 manual with o/d; 14 auto 

LARGE SALOON TOTAL 131  

Stag Mk1 6 2 manual with o/d; 4 auto 

Stag Mk2 20 13 manual with o/d; 7 auto 

STAG TOTAL 26  

LARGE SALOON AND STAG TOTAL 157 14,39 % of total 

 

TABLE 5: SMALL SALOON  REGISTERS 

TYPE NUMBER 

1300 FWD Saloon 1 

1500 FWD Saloon 8 

Toledo Saloon 1 

Dolomite 1800 1 

Dolomite Sprint 1 

SMALL SALOON TOTAL 12 (1,0%) 

 

TABLE 6: OLD TIMER REGISTERS 

TYPE NUMBER VARIETY 

Super 7 3  

Roadster 5 1800 Roadster 4; 2000 Roadster 1 

Razor Edge Saloon 1 aka ' Town and Country Sedan' 

Mayflower 2  

TOTAL OLD TIMERS 11 1,00% of total 

The details of a grand total of 1091 Triumphs have now been recorded in our register.  Nearly 80%  

of them  are from the TR range and Spitfire based cars.  It will really be great if we could break the 

magic figure of 1100 before the middle of this year. Please guys, I need your assistance for this. 

 

Cheers vir eers. 

 

Nols Pienaar 

 

National Gathering 2016 
 

 



 
 

The Cape Town centre will be the hosts for the 2016 National Gathering, to be 
held at the AKTV resort, Hartenbos, outside Mossel Bay.  The proposed dates 
are 2 May- 7 May 2016, since we wish to take advantage of special low 
season rate.   

Although the accommodation is neat and comfortable, you will be 
pleasantly surprised at the low rates that will help to make this an affordable 
holiday for you. We have chosen Hartenbos because it is reasonably 
accessible within 2 dayôs driving from all the upcountry centres- regrettably it is 
only a daunting distance for the KZN guys.  

Mossel Bay is said to have the second best climate after Monaco with 
temperate weather all year. The accommodation that we have reserved is of a 
good quality and our accommodation will be in a separate area of the resort so 
that we are will all be together. There are two bedroomed cottages suitable for 
couples to share or families with children. These have a covered outside braai 
that makes an ideal carport. In addition there are one bedroom rondavels, 
most overlooking the beach which are ideal for a couple. These do not have 
covered parking.  The resort is on a rise directly above the beach with 
walkways provided to the beach at intervals.  
Hartenbos is the largest resort in the Western Cape and the largest of the 
AKTV resorts; Hartenbos is not so much a resort as a large village served with 
plentiful infrastructure. Within a few minutesô walk of our accommodation is a 
Pick ón Pay; a Spur Steakhouse as well as a restaurant ñthe flying fishò that 
overlooks the beach.  

Booking of accommodation will only open in September 2015 because 
the rates for next year are not yet available. Based upon current rates you can 
work on about R900 pn for a seafront 2 bedroom cottage and R400 pn for a 
rondawel. 



 
There is much to see and do in the area and Mossel Bay itself has great 
historical significance, so you might even wish to extend your holiday to take 
advantage of all that there is to see and do. The Cape Town centre aims to 
give you a memorable gathering with plenty of activities, but some time to do 
your own thing. Put your pennies in the piggy bank and start planning as we 
keep you posted during the months ahead. 
 

REGIONAL REPORTS 

 
Bloemfontein 
 

Well, due to the postal strike I havenôt seen a new Sabrina since the September edition, which arrived 

in late December.  I suppose the December edition will arrive in March or soé  I understand that our 

postal service is still in arrears, that is if they havenôt thrown it onto a rubbish dump.  What a sad 

state of affairsé 

I have served my twelve week sentence, in which I was not allowed to put any weight on my 

injured leg. Another six week sentence saw me gradually putting weight on the leg and learning to 

walk again, though still using one crutch to help my balance.  Thank goodness that ordeal is just 

about over - I was not allowed to drive for four months even though most of my cars are automatic! 

In that time we held our Noggins at my home, and we also had a run out to Fred Beckleyôs 

farm for a braai and also to see his collection of Jaguars and Dinky Toys.  The Dinky Toy collection 

is possibly one of the best in the world, and people come from all over to see them.  His Jaguar 

collection is also very complete and has quite a few rare models. 

We are having a breakfast run on Sunday 15th February to a lion farm about 25 km outside 

Bloem.  I understand it is very interesting.  I will just have to keep an eye open to see that none of our 

members become breakfast for the lionsé 

 

Well thatôs it for now.  Enjoy your Triumphs while you can. 

 

God bless, 

Alan 

 

 



Border 
 
A new year for Border Triumph with the stepping down of the old committee 
and electing in of the newé Well, not exactly an electing in, at least not for me; 
rather a case of me turning up an hour late for the AGM and finding out that I 
had been voted in as the new Chairman..!!! What comes around goes around 
my ex committee friendsé I will have my day in court..!! (only joking) 
 
So the new committee is myself Phil Morris  (Chairman) , Johno Williams 
(Treasurer)  & Loui Greeff  and we soon got together to plan our 2013 with the 
following objectives to keep our small club alive and kicking: 

1. Maintain our monthly Noggins at East London Golf Club (1st Thursday of 
the month ï for any of you Triumph ñOut of Townersò should your travels 
bring you to our neighbourhood). 

2. Schedule set monthly outings A.K.A ñThe No Plastic Runò on the 3rd 
Sunday of each monthé The idea to get the cars out at least monthly 
and also to enable some of our more senior members to diarise and not 
forgeté!! ;-). 

3. Grow the membership of the club, as there are more Triumphs in the 
area than members of the club.. 

4. Foster improved relations with the MG clubé. i.e. we need to look past 
the fact that these poor souls are driving inferior cars, but rather focus on 
the fact that they are also driving British Classicsé ;-) 

 
So objectives done so far: 
 

1. Noggins are all set to continue with the venue booked for the remainder 
of the year. 

2. We did our 1st ñNo Plastic Runò to Kidds Beach for a hearty breakfast on 
the 20th January, well attended with a bit of Formula 1 racing thrown in 
by Geoff Kriel in his GT6é the rest of us sedately followed having the 
common sense not to take on Gavin Turner.. 

3. We are in the midst of going ñDigitalò having set up Eastern Cape Border 
Triumph on Facebooké early stages of development and I need to get 
this sorted in order to broadcast our presence to a wider Border Area 
population who also own Triumphs. 

4. On the 28th of January we met with the committee of the MG Club and 
have already pencilled in some joint events including a spin around the 
old Grand Prix circuit in order in order for the MG Club to get a better 
view of the classic Triumph rear ends and tail lights on the way.  

 
Anywayé will update on our next instalmenté Happy motoring and remember 
to stretch those Triumph legsé thatôs why we own them right?? 
 
Cheers, 



 
Phil Morris.       
 
   

Cape Town 

We are having a truly fantastic summer in Cape Town and the weather just 
entices one out in your TR. Our year got off to a great start with a breakfast run 
organised by Tom Dougan through Elgin past the Theewaterskloof dam, over 
the Franschhoek pass to have breakfast in a historic old station building, and 
drive home over the Helshoogte pass into Stellenbosch. Tomôs early January 
breakfast to start at the motoring year seems set to become an institution.  

Our annual prize-giving took place at the end of January when several 
new trophies were introduced and this was followed by a talk by Prof Gert Vlok 
on his very original Triumph 2000 roadster.  A very sociable braai in the club 
house afterwards allowed everyone to catch up after the holidays. Our 
February run was organised by Jamie Hart to Die Plaaskombuis in the Hemel 
and Aarde Valley; with the run following their beautiful scenic drive from 
Gordonôs Bay along Clarence drive.  

The George Motor show was attended by some of our committee 
members who enjoyed what might have been the best George show that we 
have attended. It was great to meet up with Bill and Helen Flynn; Noman Bull 
and Gerald Habig from Gauteng as well as Beyers and Mile from PE. Whilst 
we were in the area, staying at Hartenbos, the venue for the 2016 national 
gathering was finalised, and now the real work starts. We were fortunate to be 
invited while there to view the truly awesome classic car collection of Rudolf 
Greyvenstein- in itself worthy of an article.  
At the end of February we will have a technical talk by Frank Dreher our club 
member who has more than 30 yearsô experience in running a workshop on 
optimising your carôs  ignition and our run for March will be the popular annual 
British sports car tour run by the Cape Town centre for the last 12 years. 

On the car front Barrie Downes won a gold medal at Concours with the 
newly restored TR 5 ex Neil Cameron; we had the ex-Gavin Turner TR5 here 
for a short while at Crossley and Webb, but it has been sold again. My own 
TR4A restoration has languished during our peak summer season but I hope 
to get going away soon. Our new Website is up and keeping our members 
informed. Do take a look and join our Forum.  
Cheers 
Dennis  
 
 

JOHANNESBURG 
 
As the year 2014 drew to a close we gathered once again at the beautiful Kloofzicht Lodge for our 

Christmas Lunch where we traditionally award trophies to members who achieved success in their 

endeavours. Alan Grant walked away with the Competitions Trophy for his achievements at the 



National Gathering, not only scoring top points in the Concours but also in the driving competitions. 

Arthur and Di Wassenaar were awarded the Ambassadors Trophy for their participation in the ñLittle 

Green Carò over in Italy. You canôt beat that award since the couple has, after all, become well 

known in the Classic and Sports Car world, appearing in many publications and event appearances. 

My choice for the Chairmanôs Trophy was an easy one. Elaine Castlemaine deservedly earned this 

award for her work behind the scenes, gathering and compiling information for the newsletter. As the 

committee knows, itôs a huge task, consuming many hours out of oneôs busy life and to that end it 

was decided at the last committee meeting that the incumbent editor would drastically reduce the size 

of the newsletter. Thatôs not a signal for members to stop contributing towards this medium as Eric 

Fletcher, Editor of Sabrina will plead with you, please make every effort to contribute your stories. 

Itôs actually very rewarding. With Ericôs permission, I shall put something together on the museum I 

recently visited. 

Harry and Elaine were way out in front with the points scoring for the Victor and Victrix 

Ludorum awards respectively. Not only did they attend more runs but actively organized runs for the 

club and I on behalf of our members thank them for that. 

An event that could be considered a last minute idea took place on the 16th of December and 

could well become an annual event due to the success of the turnout. Toby Venter, the man who 

rescued Kyalami Race Circuit, organised a Club Day. Weather conditions were not too favourable 

but a good number of Triumphs attended, coordinated by Eric Fletcher. 

The oil price, on its downward spiral, appeared to bottom out at about this time and unlike 

South Africans, were not entirely privy to see petrol reflect this trend. However, I had the privilege of 

travelling to the U.S. where petrol price came down to $2.45 a gallon in the Washington DC area. 

Whilst a trip into the West Virginia mountain area, I saw a price as low as $1.99 !!! Incidentally, 

whilst in the general area, my son and I spent a few hours at the Simeone Automotive Museum in 

Philadelphia. Some of the worldôs greatest racing sports car collections can be found there. 

Well, the search is on for a new noggin venue ï no easy task as the recipe is precise; must 

have a pub, space and catering. Our first noggin of the year at the Morningside Country Club was a 

near disaster. A lovely venue, but the timing couldnôt have been worse! A huge bowling tournament 

was on, as were a league hockey match and tennis lessons. Very festive and lively. Happily by 8pm 

we had the pub more or less to ourselves. By the time this has been read we will  have tried out the 

Old Eds (Edwardians) Sports Club, eminently more suitable, but as I write this, new elements of 

things to worry about have crept in - power outages and the resulting traffic jams. 

Our first outing for January was a break from the tradition of having a picnic. By all accounts 

the venue was very good with vista views of Hartbeespoort Dam at Leopard Lodge. 

Valentines Lunch was organised this time by the Pretoria Centre and members converged to 

the Zwartkops Race Track area for the new, very up market Royal Elephant Hotel where the cuisine 

and service was superb. 

Allow me to wish everyone in the Triumph Club around the country, the very best for the 

year ahead. 

Regards, Mike 

 

 
KZN 
 
Greetings from us all in KZN and we would like to wish all members a healthy 
2015 spending many happy hours driving their Triumphs. 
Our annual prize giving and end of year luncheon was held at the Kloof 
Country Club on the 16th November and what a delightful event it was.   The 
dress code was óelegantô and the guys were told óno shorts or slopsô!   In fact 
some of the guys were so well dressed, it was difficult to recognise them! 



 Sixty seven members attended  including many from the south coast 
and we were delighted Helen and Bill Flynn were able to join us.   A delicious 
three course meal with liquid refreshment was enjoyed by all.    
The event was made even more special for Debbie van de Westhuizen as it 
was the first outing of her TR4A which Dave, her husband, had restored for her 
and what a beautiful looking car, well done Dave! 

Prizes were as follows:- 
TR2 - 6:     Terry Newell, dôElegance;  Dave Lugg, dô®tat 
Spitfire /GT6:      Andy le Roux, dôElegance;  David Blair, dô®tat 
TR7:     Brenda Murphy, dôElegance;  Terry Eaton, dô®tat 
Stag/Saloons:      Brian Hansell dôElegance;  Mervin Cronje dô®tat 
Most Improved Car David & Anne Blair Cup:   Brenda Murphy and Terry 
Newell 
Most Desired Car Triumph Club Shield:            Mervin Cronje 
Special Awards: (non committee) Lady Member 2014:   Sandy Farrell 
                                 Male Member 2014:  Ed Fox 
Victor Ludorum Cup:      Terry Newell 
Victrix  Trophy:      Anneke Harris 

Well done to all who received awards especially Terry Newell who came 
away with three.   

There was a good turnout for our January Noggin, where we enjoyed 
fellowship and catching up with what had been done during the holidays. 

The January run, organised by Peter and Kathy Roostee in memory of 
John Leonard who sadly passed away in November 2011.   John was such a 
valuable member of the KZN Triumph Club it was decided to dedicate our 
January runs to John.     A total of 27 folk set off, four spitfires, four TR7, one 
TR6, one TR3A, one Chicane and a couple of plastics] many with hoods down 
with it being such a stunning morning.   We drove along the coastal road, eat 
your hearts out inland folk, and on to Ballito where   Peter had arranged 
breakfast at the Galley Restaurant, right on the beach front.  It was magic 
sitting watching the dolphins frolicking in the sea while enjoying a delicious 
meal.  



  
Can anyone think of a more pleasant way of spending a Sunday morning? 
Drive safely, 
God Bless, 
Val Bowden 
 

PORT ELIZABETH  
 
As I reported in the last regional centre report our awards & Christmas Evening was still to take 

place. 

This event duly took place, having been ably organised by Deon and Amelia de Kock, in the Skittle 

Room of the German Club on a Saturday on the Sixth of December last year.  

This is one of our semi- formal occasions and everybody, (27 members),  had a lot of fun and made 

merry despite a blackout. 

The German Club, in the words of Carl Butlion, (our newsletter scribe), 
ñrose to the occasionò, by  ñsupplying us with enough electricity to keep us all 
out of the darkò. The food was first class and all had more than enough to 
drink. 
  On a more sober note, Rob Elliott gave a speech in support of our 
stalwart member, (throughout his life), Godfrey Gericke who was 
posthumously made an Honorary Member of the PE Triumph Club. Godfreyôs 
wife Jackie received the award on behalf of Godfrey. 
  Another Trophy was the Vaalste Japie award, (awarded to the person 
that ñmessed up the mostò 

Carl Butlion reported in our local newsletter that ñthere were a number of 
members who did their level worst to take this award home with them. In the 
end it was a hands-down and an easy win for one of our members who, with 
his wife, Paula, travelled all the way from George to take the Trophy home with 
him.  

Congratulations to Heinz Koncki who had an epic journey to the 



Nationals on the South Coast earlier this yearò.  
Beyers Vermaak was awarded the Bruce Puttergill Motivational Trophy, - 

well deserved to a member and our Chairman for all his work and enthusiasm, 
(ably assisted by our Secretary, {Milé Vermaak}). 

There were also the following awards and well earned:  
Amelia de Kock - Spitfire Mk 1 Gold Medal  
Deon de Kock - TR 4 Silver Medal  
Mandy van Jaarsveld - TR7 Silver Medal  
Bob Pretorius - Spitfire MK 4 Silver Medal  
Mike Butlion - TR6 Bronze Medal  
Michael Koch - TR6 Bronze Medal  
Jean-Rene Demay - TR6 Bronze Medal  
Amelia de Kock - Spitfire Mk 1 - Concours Car of the Day  
Deon de Kock - TR 4 - Most travelled Triumph  
John Ryan - Clubman of the year  
Milé Vermaak - Clubwoman of the year  
John Ryan - Ambassadorôs Trophy  
Beyers Vermaak - Bruce Puttergill Shield  
Jackie Gericke - Chairmanôs Trophy  
Milé Vermaak - Most Enthusiastic Woman Member of the Year  
Deon de Kock - Car of the day Award at Jeffreys Bay-Builders Express Motor 
Show, (said show already reported on). 

Some of us partied to the last but all had to eventually go home. 
January is our ñrest monthò so there was no further planned events later in 
either December 2014 or January 2015. 
Some of us kept the Triumph flag flying high by attending the 16th December 
ñSpeedyquip breakfastò as are held where all the car clubs are invited for 
coffee and the cars of the clubs are exhibited. 
        Our first club meeting was on 02 February and, although not a Triumph 
Club Event, some of us went to the George Car Show that was held over the 
weekend of 14/15 February 2015. 

Johan Marais was there and now has the Triumph Davdon on the road, 
(conspicuous with its Triumph badge on the grille). As I have stated in the 
previous report this car deserves to be reported on in the Triumph World 
magazine, (and a follow-up article in Sabrina). It is truly unbelievable what 
Johan has achieved in a short time. He is definitely the right person to have 
acquired this car that could have landed up as ña bunch of partsò.  

The George Car Show just gets bigger and bigger and has been 
reported in the media as the main source of money injected into George. The 
only disappointment for us Triumph members was that there were no spares 
on sale. I must report that the Cape Town Club was well represented as well 
as other members who came from very far away. 
Well there is nothing more to report.  

 
What is the case is that we will have had a much busier rest of the year. 

See the next report! 



Cheers 
Jon Rademan    

 

Pretoria  
 
Moving to more pleasant things we certainly got December off with a bang. 

Actually our last event was on November 30th we joined the longstanding Toy Run. This was started 

years ago by several of the Johannesburg Motor Cycle clubs who met en masse each carrying a toy 

that on reaching their destination were added to a huge pile for donating to orphanages. 

This year Pretoria Triumphs joined the Bikers. Supposedly this run was to bring joy to 

orphans however it would seem that our members thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  

        The Christmas lunch was held at the magnificent Kloofzicht Lodge and organised by 

Johannesburg.  

There were over sixty members from ourselves and Johannesburg and Mike Gilchrist kicked off the 

occasion with the Johannesburg 2014 awards followed by ours. 

Victrix Ludorum going to our heroic 

and gifted Newsletter Editor Helen 

Flynn. 

 

 

Nols was worthy winner of the Victor 

Ludorum following a truly amazing 

year that was crowned with his 

organising of the TR7 Birthday 

bash. 

Mike Bilson was the clear 

winner of the Competition 

award. 

The House Trophy went to the 

Spitfires. 

My thanks to Bill Flynn for 

finding the Spanner Trophy.  

This has been missing for some 

time and is traditionally 

awarded by the previous 

winner at our monthly Noggins 

to the person who has made, let 



me politely call it a noteworthy Faux Pas. 

Bill awarded it on the basis of winner having performed the 4 Hôs. being Holland, Heart 

attack, Hospital and Home. The winner of course being Nols who thankfully is recovering well.  

This left the Chairmanôs Trophy and this I unhesitatingly awarded to Engela for all her behind 

the scene management of our membership, finances and secretarial 

work, in her own totally efficient and quiet way.  

Thank you Engela. 

As you may be aware Kyalami has been bought by Toby Venter who has big plans to return it 

to its former glory and be again spectator friendly. 

He launched this with an open day on the 16th of December.  

It was important that we as a Club showed, Toby and his team, of our presence and support for his 

venture.  

On the day there were over 30 different car clubs present and I believe that we were easily 

amongst  the best. We had Bill Sales GT6, , Gerald Habig TR3A, Guy Snelling Spitfire, Nols and 

Albert de Vos TR7s,  

Bill Flynn TR7 FHC ,Terry Murphy TR7/V8 and Marius Labuschagne TR8 on show despite the 

inclement weather. 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However  pride of place in our pit was the ñLittle Green Carò TR3 of Mille Miglia fame together 

with 

 Mandy di Nicola .  

It won the award for the ñMost Beautiful Car on Showò 

 

 

 

 

Just to show how much energy Pretorians have most of those at Kyalami on leaving drove straight 

back to Pretoria to join others on the now annual visit to the Jacaranda Childrenôs Home and their 

Liggiesfees.  



 Our Triumphs are parked on display and we visit the 21 houses to enjoy their Christmas Lights, the 

various food stalls and the variety show.  

This is a Charity event but our members derive as much pleasure as the kids. 

We joined Johannesburg on their run to Leopard Lodge and I will leave it for them to report 

on. I must however mention the extremely tight hairpin very close to the car park. It provided 

interesting viewing as to how many variations there were to get round it. These varied from full lock 

and plenty foot at the outside apex and even 3 pointers. It would seem that the art of handbrake use 

has generally been forgotten. 

Helenôs successor to the Newsletter Editor, Guy Snelling, has stepped up with a bang to 

handle not only the Newsletter but also taking on the task of Webmaster. 

We now have a Web site that works and is informative. 

All that is left for me to say is have your selves a wonderful 2015 

 

Eric Fletcher 

 

Originality is dead 
 

Recently John Dobbins gave me a June 2006  ñThoroughbred & Classic Carsò and was intrigued by 

an article headed as above. 

  On reading it I found the subject to be maybe controversial but definitely thought provoking.  

Maybe its subject will at last result in some of your view points being aired in Sabrina. 

I therefore recommend the following edited article. 

        ñ A move away from an Originality is best mentality is having a dramatic effect on the Classic 

Car scene. Owners are refusing to live in the past, upgrading their cars to make them more enjoyable 

and safer to drive. 

  

The trend has resulted in the MG Owners Club cancelling its annual National meeting for the first 

time in 30 years. The give the reason that they have seen a decline in enthusiasm for static shows, but 

a growth in interest in Track Days and Continental Tours. 

 Gary Bates of Triumph specialist TRGB reckons that more than half of its TR6 customers 

have paid for suspension upgrades. The growth in the number of performance parts available such as 

electronic ignition and disc brake conversions attests to this. 

 Most remarkably  the traditionally conservative world of Concours is reacting to the changes; 

the annual Autoglym Concours introduced a class for ñmodified and performance carsò two years 

ago. Meguiars plans to follow suit with a class for ñCustomised Vehiclesò.  

Their event organiser says that  they realised that people were increasingly prepared to lose points 

because of non-original specifications.ò 

 The authors name is not given, but what do you think? 

Please let me know.    Eric Fletcher  

 
WHAT CAR IS THIS?  
 
Name the Make.                    
Name the Model.  

Give the engine size 

Where was it made & when?   

Does it have Triumph DNA? 

 

 



5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΩǎ Mystery Car  
 

This 1957 TR3 received its customised GT bodywork many years ago retaining its original wire 

wheels and drive train and chassis.  

 

 

 

 

It was discovered in 

1999 still with its 

original engine in 

the garage where it 

had languished for 

over 25 years, it was 

then restored using a 

Chev V8.  

 

Amaz

ingly 

it is 

still 

regist

ered 

as a 

1957 

TR3 

and even has its 1957 Oregon number plate .It retains 

a host of original Triumph parts that include chassis, 

front suspension, tail lights, filler cap, wiper motor 

and Lucas number plate lamp. The flawless body is a 

composite of Aluminium and Fibreglass on a tubular 

body frame. 

Want to see it? 

Go to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kkE657Nt7vQ 

Would you believe it Gertjan immediately stated what it was and that it was in Belgium, he supplied 

the U tube info and then went to see it? 

 

Tr4/6 Bonnet emergency release. 

 

Heinz Koncki came across a very simple and inexpensive emergency bonnet release for all TR4's to 

TR6's. 

 

1) take off bonnet catch  

2) drill a 3mm hole in the lever of the catch. 

3) drill a 3mm hole in the bulkhead as high up and close as possible 

to the left top mounting of the catch. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kkE657Nt7vQ


4) rustproof both holes with paint 

5) attach a wire (I used a 1mm electrical cable) to the lever and 

feed the other end through the hole in the bulkhead. 

6) mount bonnet catch.  

Voilà the perfect emergency release. 

 

Have a new or good drill-bit available, the lever is obviously 

made from hardened steel! 

 

 

Memories of our first spitfire 
 

 

Having recently celebrated our 50th Wedding 
Anniversary in May 2014, reminded Bing and I how far we have come with our 
love for Triumph Spitfires.   We spent our honeymoon travelling to Yugoslavia 
in our soft top Hillman Minx ï that was my engagement ring and I am still 
waiting! 
We visited ten countries in total and a year later decided it was time to trade in the Hillman for a 

brand new, out of the box Triumph Spitfire in British racing green. Bing went to collect it from 

Puttocks of Guildford, Mk1 with overdrive. We were the envy of friends, most of whom had young 

children. Our parents thought us mad ï what about furnishing the house ï but travelling to us was far 

more important.  In UK in those days, two weeks leave was all we got so we would catch the car 

ferry from Dover to Calais on the Friday night at midnight and go for it. 

We purchased a boot rack and our Spitfire would be packed with tent, table, folding chairs, 

limited cooking equipment and a suitcase, a couple of bikinis, swimming trunks, t-shirts and shorts 

was all we needed in those young days. 

I did not drive so Bing drove all the way there and back.   It was always a bit hairy coming to 

that first roundabout after we got off the ferry in France having to go round the wrong way but it did 

not take Bing long to get used to driving on the right instead of the left, but he was young then!     

We would drive all day, find a camp site, pitch tent, blow up air beds, cook, sleep, take down tent the 

following morning and off we would travel for another day to which ever country we had decided on.    

 We would find a camp site, stay for a few days and then move on.  

We travelled to Italy, staying in Rome, and then moving down to the Almalfi  coast.   We camped 

under lemon trees, a first for us coming from UK.   The drive along the coast in the Spitfire, hood 

down, hair blowing in the breeze ï Bing had hair in those days ï to Positano was amazing.    The 

road runs along the cliff top with a sheer drop down to the Mediterrean. Pompei was another amazing 

place we visited. 

Another year we travelled to the island of Corsica in the Spitfire and in horror watched our 

dear little car being hoisted up from the quayside in Livorno, Italy onto a ferry that took us over to 

Corsica, its wheels at very funny angles as it was suspended in mid air.   With no Internet etc it was 

difficult to find out details, in fact I cannot remember now how we made all our travel arrangements. 

Was it by snail mail?     Well, we had not done our homework regarding the boat to Corsica because 

there was no food or drink and it was an overnight trip!!!!!     However, it was worth it as the island 

was absolutely amazing.   We travelled all round the perimeter, staying at various camp sites en 

route.    

The interior of the island resembled a lunar landscape, and unfortunately our camera jammed 

on this trip so very few photographs were taken. 

Our Spitfire also took us to the South of France where we enjoyed the old walled towns in the 

hills above Monaco.   We had the luxury of driving round Monaco, including the Grand Prix circuit, 

as there was very little traffic in those days. 



One year we wonôt forget is the journey to Portugal.    We were travelling along quite happily 

when a passing truck threw up a stone and crazed the windscreen.      We could not see a thing, so 

had to bash out the screen and drive as if on a motorbike with no protection at all.   When we arrived 

in Lisbon and found a dealer, he could not believe we had arrived in a car, as our faces were filthy 

except round the eyes that had been protected by sunglasses. Because of lack of funds we had not 

taken out travel insurance so most of our cash was spent on the new screen and the rest of the holiday 

was largely spent eating tinned sardines.   I think this must be partly the reason Bing cannot face 

them today! 

When we decided to come to South Africa in 1968, for a two-year working holiday, letting 

our house for our return, we sadly sold our beloved Spitfire.   I remember I could not bear to watch it 

drive away down the road.    We were given some incorrect information in London by a South 

African who said it was a waste to bring the car over, as cars were so cheap here!  We were in for a 

major disappointment as our next car had to be a Vauxhall Viva station wagon because Bing worked 

for GM in Port Elizabeth and we needed wheels quickly. 

Bing always hankered after another Spitfire so when his Mum in UK left him some money he 

decided to invest in a Spitfire, hence the name of our present car, Milly B.  

   

Val and Bing Bowden 

 

 

From the bookshelf  
 

There are many pages to report on already in the Year. 

The TR  Driver Clubs magazine TR Driver produced a Special Souvenir Edition. Now they were the 

organisers of the TR7ôs 40th Birthday and this special edition covers only this event. It has articles 

from a host of people who were at the birth and they are:- 

Harris Mann the designer of the 7 and the Honorary President of TRDC. 

Gordon Birtwistle the Triumph Test Driver. 

Peter Wilson TR 7 Resident Engineer at Speke, Canley & Solihull. 

David Jeans TR7 Roadster Engineer. 

Dave Keepax Triumph Styling Engineer ( Instruments & interior. 

Richard Hunt, Triumph Styling Department. 

Tony Lee Triumph Chief Department Engineer. 

John Ashford designed the TR7 decals. 

There are articles on the 40-car run plus the TR7 Victory, Rally car, oldest 7, youngest 7, TR8 

and contributions from several who took part in the run and of course photographs abound.  

Lo and behold, page is devoted to South Africa with a shorter Nolsôs article with a photo of 

the Canley Twins and the full group shot. 

The TR Register also took part in the 7ôs birthday bash and so they report on it in their 

TRAction November edition with a four-page spread with the last page being the South African 

Celebration. This also uses an edited version of Nolsô article, a photo of our oldest and youngest 7ôs  

(Ken Phillips & Bill Sales) and of course that wonderful full Celebration Shot. 

TRAction also reviews the new book ñWorks Triumphs in Detailò by Graham Robson who is 

the TR Registerôs Honorary President. 

The February edition of the magazine ñOctaneò has a really interesting letter from a Lewis 

Pelham who was a development engineer for Zenith Carburetter (he says that Zenith and SU used 

this spelling). 

In 1961 he was given by the company a TR4 to test drive.  

This was given to him on the day that it was announced and was not on sale in the UK for another 

year. 

The March edition of ñPractical Classicsò has an article on the TR7 Lynx. 



In February the TR Action featured a fascinating article, covering 4 full colour pages taken, 

with acknowledgements, from the December 14 issue of the Jaguar Enthusiasts Clubôs magazine. 

This compared a Jaguar X Type 2.5 Estate car (stasiewa) with a Triumph 2500 S (Shootingbrake) 

fascinating. 

Nolôs TR7 birthday party has gone to use, modern speak, viral and is appearing in magazines 

all over the place and it is in the February/March edition of Triumph World. 

 

Eric Fletcher 

 

 

John Clancy 
 

John drives a 4 speed 1977 TR7 that he bought in March 1985. After reading about the Triumph 

Tune tuning kits in 1985ôs ñSports Car Monthlyò 

he set about turning his 7 into a full Triumph Tune car. It is reputed to be the quickest road going 8 

valve TR7 in the UK. This John attributes to its  

4 speed box since it is under geared and therefore accelerates significantly quicker than an equivalent 

5 speed 7. 

 

In 1987 he joined the TR Drivers Club and is still an active member. 

Changed working circumstances resulted in John & his wife leaving London for Cornwall. 

This was a complete change in lifestyle and away from his profession in IT technical support. 

He had for years been thinking of doing a TR7 documentary and thus his first DVD was 

ñCode Name Bulletò. He was surprised at the reception that this received and how well it sold.  

Almost by accident he was set on the path to cover the complete history of Standard Triumph. 

Next came ñCode Name Stagò that was another success. In its making he had met Tony Lee (chief 

Development Engineer) and Gordon Birtwistle (High Speed Development Engineer)  

This resulted in all the old Standard Triumph Engineers and Stylists agreeing to appear in his future 

releases. Having interviewed many of them on camera over the past 8 years has says John ñ been 

very exciting for an old Triumph enthusiast like myself and on top of anything else a real privilege.ò 

 In May he is planning to go to the USA to film the Kastner Cup that is an all Triumph race. 

He is hoping to interview some important US Triumph personnel. He also plans to meet some Group 

44 Inc crewmembers as he has been in initial 

production of a Group 44 documentary.  

 It looks like Johnôs Triumph Series of 

DVDôs is never going to end. 

 
you have seen it on the 
front cover now you 
can buy it 
 

TR7 ï STILL SPORTY AT FORTY   

is another gem from John Clancy and 

Company. 

In this 2 DVD set we take a look at 

the 40th Anniversary celebrations of 

the famous Triumph Wedge.  We 

visit the USA, South Africa and 

the United Kingdom and find out 



from the owners and designers exactly what makes this car so special.  

 

The 2 DVD set would normally be imported into South Africa at a cost of around R450.  By special 

bulk order arrangement, you can now order it for just R200.* 

 

 

In addition, other DVDs from the Triumph DVD website www.triumphdvd.co.uk 

can be ordered at substantially reduced prices.* 

 

To view the available DVDs visit www.triumphdvd.co.uk then complete the form below.  

 

Name: 

Email: 

Phone: 

City & Province 

Iôm interested in the following Triumph DVD titles. 

 

 

 

 

This is a request for price only and does not 

imply any commitment to purchase. 

Return the completed form to 

news@pretoriatriumphclub.co.za or fax to 086 515 

0708. 

We will combine the order requests and will arrange 

pricing with John Clancy. 

*Note that additional local shipping charges may 

apply. 

 
Guy Snelling 

 

Wanted 

 
I received the following E-Mail a couple of weeks ago from Andrew Poynter the Editor of the TR 

Drivers Club magazine. 

 
Hi Eric. 

  You may have heard on the grapevine that Iôm looking at producing a book on the TR7 ï this 

is aside [and separate from] the TRDC. 

Thereôs still a long way to go - and we need to ensure that we can produce the book at reasonable 

cost, but things are looking good! 

Please donôt groan - and think óOh no, not another book on the TR7!ô 

At the moment weôre looking at producing a ócoffee-tableô book with glossy pages, hardback and in 

full colour, and weôre aiming at the ósocialô side of 

TR7-ownership rather than the technical - as I believe the technical side of Wedges - and the Leyland 

history - has been done to death! 

Word-wise, dummy pages have already set up that seem to indicate around 400\450 words as 

a maximum: the text will impinge on the image size if we have more! 

Title Quantity 

  

  

  

  

  

 
Nearly 200 minutes 

for just 

R200!! 

http://www.triumphdvd.co.u/


Iôd like to make the publication of worldwide interest and intend to include vehicles from the 

US, SA, Europe and Australia. 

Iôd be happy to receive any humorous anecdotes you [or your members] may have regarding 

Wedge-ownership, supported by images 

that ï hopefully ï havenôt been seen before!  Iôm also happy to rewrite if you just send me the bones 

ï Iôll need to anyway in order to retain 

a continuity of óstyleô.  

Naturally, a proof will be submitted! 

Have you ever got your Wedge stuck in the sand with a rising tide, for instance? 

  Very kind regards ï and thank you in anticipation. 

 Andrew  

 

So all you TR, TR8 and TR7-V8 guys out there please send me your articles and photographs if 

possible. 

 Note that the book is only about your cars, Sidescreens, Spitfires and Michelottis are not 

included. 

Eric Fletcher 

 
RISING TRIUMPH PRICES 
 

The last two issues of Sabrina have featured Caveats regarding the undervaluing of our cars.it was 

therefore pleasing to read just before Christmas that this phenomena is also raising its head in the UK 

as reported on by Ian White the TR registerôs TR7 Registrar. 

 

He first lists TR7/TR8 prices from 1997 ( all in £ ) 

 

CONDITION  TR7 FHC TR7 DHC TR8 TR6 

Concours 2,700 4,500 10,000 10.000 

Excellent 1,900 3,200 7,800 7,800 

Good 1,200 2,700 4,800 4,800 

 

He has then used the UKôs Retail Price Index to calculate the following  

214 figures. 

 

CONDITION  TR7 FHC TR7 DHC TR8 TR6 

Concours 4,401 7,335 16,300 16,300 

Excellent 3,097 5,216 12,714 12,714 

Good 1,956 4,401 7,824 7,824 

 

Now these are Ianôs calculated prices and do not reflect the auction sales where he says it is not 

unusual to see Concours TR6 at £ 22,000 and Excellent at £16,000. 

He also comments on repair costs for TR7ôs can be expensive due to their monocoque 

construction. 

So now you can convert to Rand for an educated comparison and I am sure that you will find 

other TRôs in a similar position. 

 

Eric Fletcher 

 

 



 
¢ǿƛƴ ŎƘƻƪŜ ǎǳΩǎ 
 

Remember way back in June 2013 I reported on Rodney Greenôs Twin Choke SUôs being fettled by 

Jack Cramp.  

Well the job is done and they are now back on Rodneyôs Climax engine. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sidescreens technical 
 

I discovered these two articles on the TRAction archive DVD that I have but for my sins did not log 

the issue and with 200 issues on the DVD let me just thank the Authors who are stated on the page 



The UK price is £45 so it is any ones guess what it will cost here. 



 

 
 



 
 
 
spark plug wires 
 

This fascinating technical issue appeared on the Best TR7/TR8 Forum in late October. It was 

penned by Mildred Hargis a, 72 year old, TR7 owning lady who hails from Oklahoma in the USA. 

Anything that Mildred places on the Forum is well worth noting and despite this one being TR7 

related I am sure that it holds true for all TRôs. 

Ed 

 
ñ This all started when Caleb discovered a 7 function electrical Multi Meter for free and despite there 

being 2 in the garage Caleb shot off and returned triumphantly with the free Multi Meter. I 

announced that our next experiment was to analyze the TR7ôs spark plug wires. 

The original ignition cables on the TR7 were Green carbon filament core wires by Ripault and 

were stamped 15,000 ohms /metre. Since a Metre is about 39 inches it was safe to figure 5,000 ohms 

per foot for our experiment. It should be noted that the length of the stock leads is 24in Cylinder 1, 

22in cylinders 2,3  & 4. 



So we first attached the meters leads and set the dial to the 20k mark and a reading of 1 

appeared. This had us confused until we disconnect from the plug lead and held the meters 

connections apart in clear air. The meter again showed 1 meaning that there is no connection and a 

lack of conductivity, 

So what we have is a 36 year old, internally burnt apart carbon filament spark plug lead. Will 

it still function? 

Surprisingly yes, in a fashion. Given the thousands of Volts coursing downstream from the coil, the 

voltage can jump the break to deliver a spark, but not all the time. This is the misfire or rough 

running of the engine you good folks are experiencing these days. As the ignition cable continues to 

deteriorate, the number of misfires increase causing the spark plug to load up with Carbon deposits, 

eventually fouling out to result in a dead cylinder. 

Next we sampled a new spark plug lead from a local parts store. It too was a carbon filament, 

modern 7mm design. Hooking up to the metre it gave a reading of 5.170 or 5,170 Ohms for its 22 

inch length. This is a good lead as its resistance less than the amount that Ripault and Triumph 

designated for TR7 ignition requirements back in the 1970ôs. 

In contrast , our next sample is a plug lead with less than 10,000 miles of service. Itôs reading was 

3,000 Ohms more than the new lead. Of interest were the Carbon deposits on the Spark plug 

indicating misfires at low and idle speeds. 

Letôs step back in time some 50 years. Here is an old solid copper wire ignition lead that 

comes from my 1964 Plymouth with a 318 cu in 

Engine. That is one car I still wish for late in the night. The Meter shows 0.00 Ohms resistance this 

means that the voltage is unimpeded in its rush from the coil to the spark plug to deliver the whole 

big pulse of dragonsô breath to ignite the fuel/air mixture near the top of the compression stroke. 

This plug lead is still quite serviceable. 

So we tested a new piece of ignition lead. It is solid copper wire core intended for racing 

engines it read 0.00 Ohms of resistance. 

I discussed all of this with Melvin at the Hot Rod Performance store and learnt that he uses ignition 

leads that are not intended for modern street legal cars. Why? 

Well this small question requires a rather large answer. 

Once upon a time spark plug leads were made of twisted copper wires in a fabric sheath soaked in 

shellac to make them moisture proof. These worked well until engine heat dried out the shellac and 

the fabric cracked open. So they then encased the wires in a rubber like sleeve. 

 This idea caught on and several companies began large-scale manufacture of the better ignition lead. 

Packard ï Delco and their famous Packard 440 wire became highly sought   the family sedan 

and the hot rod in the garage. 

However come the transistor and things had to change. Motorised vehicles all had solid 

copper wire ignition leads and early TVs and Radios used vacuum tubes. Do you remember 

switching on your Radio or TV and having to wait while they warmed up. Come the Transistor a 

whoopee there was no waiting the sets switched on immediately All was well until your next door 

neighbor cranked up his Pontiac causing the radio or TV to emit crackling static. 

Solid wire ignition leads emit an Electro Magnetic Pulse (EMP) this creates static on 

tranistorised devices. The solution was not to install a filtering resistor on the millions of TVs and 

radios but to install a different kind of ignition lead on automotive engines. What was devised was 

the carbon or graphite impregnated fibreglass spark plug lead. This design has a built in resistance 

that mutes the EMP effect and does away with the annoying static on your TV and radio. And for 

about 10,000 miles of expected service life, they work just fine. 

After 10,000 miles the carbon begins to break apart from the effects of being heat soaked by 

being close to the exhaust manifold. The cylinders star to misfire and an ignition tune up is required. 

Many dealerships service department delighted in replacing ignition leads. 

With the increasing use of delicate electronics such as computer controlled engine management 

systems and entertainment devices, other means of damping the EMP to prevent damage such as 

resistor spark plugs and more resistors clustered into the wiring harness. 

So, how does this affect our TR7ôs ? 



When wishing to buy a new set of plug leads, all you will get are the modern carbon filament style 

that will last about 10,000 miles regardless of their lifetime warranty. Is it possible and beneficial to 

go back in time to a solid wire ignition lead? 

Yes, it is. 

It is also safe to say that most of us have replaced our stock electronic ignitions with 

aftermarket units. I am on my second Petronix ignitor, others use the Allison/Crane system. Do check 

with your units manufacturer to confirm the compatibility of your unit with solid copper ignition 

leads.  

My Petronix unit is a series 1 and is compatible. The series 2 and later are not due to the 

presence of sensitive computer chips inside. Check this out before going further. 

Our TR7ôs are a first generation design of the modern era. We with no points/condenser 

ignition can use solid wire lead with no problem with the exception of the radio. (Refer to paragraph 

above) For those few still with the original transistor radio, it helps to install on the power lead a 

largish resistor or filter.  

My aftermarket Motorola has such a filter on it that is the size of two C type flashlight 

batteries. I have no static on either AM or FM bands. For those with newer radios the addition of a 

filter may or may not be needed, you will need to check. 

As a full set of real wire ignition leads are not commonly available, you will need to purchase 

about 10 feet of bulk wire, 4ea connectors for the spark plug ends and 6ea connectors for the 

distributor cap ends, plus the accompanying boot ends if you cannot reuse your old ones. 

If you have never made up your own set of ignition leads, it is quite easy. 

Slide the boots onto the lead first. Slice about 5/8 inch off each end of only the outer sheathing. Do 

not cut the wire itself. 

Fold the bare wire back under the inside of the connector and crimp the connector tightly over 

the end of the lead, Slide the boot back over the connector and the job is done. 

Finding bulk ignition leads and components is a bit tricky these days. Most car parts stores 

only sell complete made  

Up sets for a particular application. To find items for this project, I found them at a NAPA warehouse 

where it was sold for use on agricultural and stationary engines. The total cost was well under $20. 

The result works perfectly. There is no impediment to electricity getting from the coil to the 

spark plugs. The difference is very perceptible. 

No longer do school moms in SUVôs disappear so quickly from stop lights. 

The engine revs much easier and with newfound authority. Just for fun I replaced the resistor spark 

plugs with a set of standard n0n-resistor plugs left over from 30 years ago. They are burning clean 

with a light tan insulator from top to bottom. The one thing that I did not do was to replace the coil to 

distributor cap lead it is still a carbon filament type. 

So Caleb is pleased with his new toy and the Mighty Triumph is wallowing in the new found 

joy of a hotted up ignition. ñ 

 

Mildred Hargis 

 

What a great article now if a 72 year old lady can do it why canôt you produce such articles? 

 Come on ladies how about showing up the menfolk. 

 

 

SU  Carburetter Type H  
 

The following SU brochures came from the archives of John Dobbins . 

 

Ed 



 



 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 

 
 



 



 
 
 


