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web sites

With regions now starting to have their own Web Sites and
hopefully regularly update them

This page will list all the local ones plus any worthwhile
international ones

KZN www.tscckzn.co.za

PE www.tsccpe.co.za

Pretoria www.pretoriatriumphclub.co.za
JHB www.triumphclubjoburg.co.za
TR Register www.tr-register.co.uk Highly
Professional

TR Drivers Club www.trdrivers.com

The best TR7/TR8 Forum www.forumtr7.com The easiest to use
Stag Owners Club www.stag.org.uk

Club Triumph www.clubtriumph.org.uk
Triumph Sports 6 Club www.tscc.org.uk
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Editorial

Well if this is 2014 it’s gone and 2015 is nocking at the door.

Looking back 2014 was quite a year we sadly lost several members and that no
doubt will continue as we all get older.

In reviewing the year | hope that Sabrina is a good barometer.

The view of producing Sabrina electronically had been raised late in 2013 and it was
interesting to find that the issue has been on the go in the TR Register, They had
even devoted two pages in their magazine TR Action to the topic so it made sense
to me to copy this to Sabrina.

Having received an DVD covering “Motor Sport” editions month by month from 1960
through to the end of the 1970’s it was interesting to see how Triumph fared in their
pages. This exercise filled the back cover and inside back cover.

Mike Gilchrist expressed concern over apparent poor turn outs at runs and noggins
a malady that | think affects us all and something we should pay close attention to in
2015.

There was a fascinating article by Martin Naude on 3D printing and it would be
interesting to follow this development where hard to obtain spares are concerned.
As usual the Mystery Car was solved by the usual lone solver Gertjan.

The not to be forgotten Vanguard was the subject of a serialised excursion through
the detailed pages of an original Instruction Manual.

And so to June where KZN’s wonderful Nationals was memorised on the front and
back covers. Details of the events and all results

The Nationals organised and hosted by KZN to my mind it laid down some pointers
for future Nationals. The venue selected was large enough to cater for all attendees
being at the same place and not split up around town.

All the functions were at the venue with the understandable acceptance Concours.
These points aside the whole event was a total KZN event with participation in the
organisation by nearly all KZN members. Last but not least was the fact that the
KZN ladies all contributed to the success of the show. Magic and | hope that future
Nationals follow this example.

What was also notable was the high standard of the cars presented at the Concours
and here again everyone owner should be proud of their efforts of preparation. Look
out 2016 the standard has been raised.

It was in the March Sabrina that Dennis Cook raised the issue of us undervaluing
our cars a subject that has continued in to September the September edition only
reached doorsteps (Post Boxes) late in November.

This was exceptionally sad as two fantastic historic Triumph events filled the issue.
We were represented on the International stage first by Arthur Wassenaar and
Mandy di Nicola competing with their little green TR 3 in the Historic Mille Miglia and
being classed as finishers. The front cover was devoted to this great achievement.
The back cover featured TR7 adverts from the 70’s while inside use was made of
“Motor Sport” in order to chronicle how the TR7 and its delayed launch were
received.

And so to our second appearance on the World stage and here | refer to

Nol’'s fantastic TR7 Birthday that you will read about in more detail herein. This is



also commemorated on the back cover of this Sabrina and there were 72 Triumphs

that made it so wonderful.

The comments from overseas all express admiration and surprise.

Many having realised for the first time how many Triumphs we have and how strong
our club is.

And so to the end of the year and hopefully our Postal strike is over.

On a disquieting note, | need YOUR ARTICLES my “Rag Bag” is virtually depleted

for this issue | am again going back to the past using a Peter do Sautoy article from
November 1990.

Also we managed to get an advert from House of Classic and Sports Cars that was
in each edition. How about doing some canvassing and get us some more adverts?
So let me wish you all a wonderful and relaxing Festive Season and everything that
you wish for yourself in 2015.

Ed

Chairman’s Chat

We are again heading to the year-end and it felt like yesterday when we prepared
ourselves to head off to the 2014 national gathering in

Port Edward. The question that you may ask yourself at this time of the year is
whether you achieved what your new year’s resolutions were?

Most of us have to admit that it is sometimes easier said than done. Nevertheless,
you have to set achievable goals for yourself and revisit them from time to get
focused again.

This year was the 19" national gathering of the Triumph Sports Car Club in South
Africa and we celebrated the 40™ anniversary of our club at the same event. It was a
memorable occasion and well enjoyed by the participants. It was also the 40™
anniversary of the TR7 and the centres all had their own celebrations to
commemorate this. Pretoria centre had a big get together of TR7s and it was great
to see that there are still many TRs out there and in fantastic condition to be enjoyed
by their owners and also the general public who don’t see these beauties around
often.

| want to also take this opportunity of thanking each and every member who
participated in the management of the various centres for their hard work and
dedication. Know that the members appreciate it and | encourage you to keep up
the good work. The club is just as strong as its members and it is you who keep the
club together.

We also send out a questionnaire in the last Sabrina to gauge how you feel about
Sabrina and the option of moving to an electronic publication in future. The jury is
still out and we will revert soon with the findings and possible proposals to be
discussed at the next biennial general meeting.

We also had some more debate and complaints on Concours rules and judging, and
will address some issues raised as far as possible, but | have to encourage you to
keep an open mind and let’s not get too emotional about it. After all we are all doing
what we can in the spirit of the competition and participation to support each other.
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Nobody gets paid to be a judge or chief judge, etc. and | do not want anyone to ask
“‘why am | doing this?”, if | want to be abused, then | go to work or home, not at the
TSCC as well. The judges’ decisions are final and please accept it.

Congratulations to all our new committee members and | want to encourage you to
grab the bull by the horns and let's make 2015 the best year ever for the TSCC, for
you and all the other members as well.

Suzette and | would like to take this opportunity of wishing you and your families a
very Merry Christmas and all the best wishes for 2015, as | said before, let's make it
the best ever...

Please drive safely and do enjoy the festive season with you families.

Triumphant Regards,

Gerhard P. Vorster

REGISTRARS REPORt

Understandably Nols is still recovering from his unfortunate illness so there is no
report.

Spares report

SPARES FUND REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30™ SEPTEMBER 2014.

The Spares Fund remains active, and apart from Club members who need parts to
keep their cars on the road, there are at least 4 ongoing major restorations in
respect of which regular large orders are being placed.

As | have said on previous occasions, it is evident that Club members are
increasingly becoming aware of the value of their investments and are prepared to
spend a little on them, despite the deteriorating value of the Rand. But even then,
parts remain affordable. For example, an up-rated new water pump with a pulley for
a side-screen TR still costs less than R1500, 00 and this compares very favourably
with what you would spend on a water pump for a contemporary plastic. Statistically,
the total number of invoices issued to importing Club members dropped from 120
last year to 109 this year. However, the average number of importers has remained
at 11 per month, given that there was no import in April due to the Port Edward
National Gathering — and bearing in mind that | take break from importing in
December. As in the past, the size of individual imports vary a lot.

This year the lowest was R6, 00 and the highest was R30, 927.00. There were
seven individual imports of more than R10, 000.00.

From the financials which accompany this report, you will note that the Spares Fund
now has sufficient funds on hand to pay for a large import order up-front whilst at the
same time financing a current import should that be necessary. In other words,
whilst collecting on invoices issued for any particular month, the Spares Fund can
pay for an import for the following month from its own resources. Banks are
increasingly frowning on the practice of credit card holders using their credit cards
for the benefit of other people and thus exploiting the 45-day credit card cycle —
during which period the banks earn no interest. There have been instances where



credit card facilities which have been abused in this way have been withdrawn, and
for this reason the Fund now refunds the import charge on my card promptly, rather
than milking the banking system. The Spares Fund continues to operate as a
service to Club members, and apart from covering operating costs (telephone calls,
internet link, stationery) the small mark-up that is added is aimed at keeping track
with inflation and the deteriorating exchange rate.

Regular importers will be aware that there are two items that the Spares Fund
cannot import, namely brake and clutch repair kits and windscreens. The former is
on the Customs black list because of the danger that low quality imported parts pose
to the motoring public. If one tries to import these items without proper approval you
run the risk of having your entire shipment being placed in quarantine. Serious
importers of this type of rubber product — which also includes tyres-, have to obtain
SABS approval, something that is beyond the capabilities of our Club. Windscreens,
on the other hand break in transit. During the past year Gary Booyens and lan
Carmichael, having canvassed Club members, in a joint effort arranged for the
manufacture of a short run of TR2/3/3A windscreens with the Spares Fund taking up
the slack of four to make for the required run of fourteen. You will note from the
accounts that there are three windscreens on hand, for sale on a first come, first
served basis at R1, 300.00 each.

Gary Booyens should be congratulated for financing the initial order from his own
pocket.

It looks as if the South African Post Office is striking itself out of business, and this
has some serious cost implications for Club members living some distance from
Johannesburg. The courier/road freight business in the country is highly competitive
but their charges are a great deal more that what the post office charges
(charged?!). Many courier companies only operate between main centres and sub-
contract part of their services to smaller operators. The entire business is in a state
of flux, and with

Postnet thrown into the mix it is well nigh impossible to keep track of who offers the
best deal at any particular point in time. It is for this reason that if a Club member
requires a courier delivery that they will of needs have to make their own
arrangements. In short, the Club member will be the client of the courier, and not the
Spares Fund.

After many years of holding the purse strings, John Roets had decided to step down
from this function that has since been placed in the very capable hands of Ed
Grondel. My thanks go to John for the very smooth working relationship we have
had over the years in keeping the Spares Fund ticking over.

René de

Villiers

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA, SPARES FUND
YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2014. (Unaudited)
INCOME STATEMENT

INCOME 30 Sept 2014 30 Sept 2013.
Invoices issued to Members 284 459,00 364 624,00
Interest received 659,48 590,20



Total 285 118,48 365 214,20
EXPENDITURE

Moss-Europe: parts and shipping 217 987,40 268 702,05
Windscreens bought locally 5 200,00 Nil

UPS: duties, VAT, delivery costs 47 874,48 69 607,73
Bank costs 1 516,33 1 887,92
Telkom: ADSL rental, calls 3 034,00 3 306,00
Computer, stationery, printer 1 937,69 1 555,15
Total 277 550,90 345 058,85
SURPLUS 7 568,58 20 155,35
ACCUMULATED FUNDS STATEMENT

Balance at beginning of the year 80 204,63 60 049,28
Plus surplus 7 568,58 20 155,35
Balance at end of the year 87 772,21 80 204,63
Represented by:

Cash at bank 62 364,94 68 211,78
Wind screens (3 x R1300,00 near cash) 3 900,00 Nil
Plus 30 day deposit 20 351,12 20351,12
Plus debtors 4 597,80 26 678,50
Less creditors 3441,70 35 036,82
Total 87 772,21

80 204,63

REGIONAL REPORTS

Bloemfontein

No Report

Border

Greetings from the Eastern Cape heartland of East London..

As | pen this, after just having received a gentle email nudge from Eric that today
12" Nov is D-Day for the December submission, it got me thinking as to why | didn’t
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action this submission earlier... The reason regrettably is that none of us in the
Eastern Cape have received our September Sabrina due to the ongoing post office
strike... i.e. When | get the Sabrina | check the date when the next submission is
due and diarise that date!!.

So that got me thinking “what government would allow a national communications
artery such as the Post Office go on strike for nearly four months?”.... the answer is
simple, the SA Government doesn’t use the national Post Office, instead they
courier everything through private courier companies.... And all at the tax payer’s
expense...!! Oh and did you all read that amidst the news on the strike in October
the top execs awarded themselves a 26% pay increase?... | am therefore not
surprised the workers are holding out for their 6.5%. Well hopefully by the time you
read this the strike will be over and you all will be awash with Christmas cards from
national and international well wishers.. ©... here endeth my rant...

Anyway, back to the Triumph stuff.

News from our side is that yes
we are still here.. although our
numbers are dwindling with the
loss of Ted & Wilna Burden
who are now settled in George.
We had a very pleasant
leaving do for them at a local
Chinese Restaurant... see pics
attached of various “wine
pickled” East LondonTriumph
Club Party Ravers..

. ' News on the car front is that
Geoff Kriel has sold hIS TR5 and bought himself an Austin Heally (the turncoat... ©),
but he still has his TR3 coming along strong so we will forgive him.

Me, | have my TR7v8 rebuild making some good progress,

and | am hoping that the car will be back on
the road in time for the Christmas break,
2014 not 2015.. So see you all at the next
nationals where | am planning on either
walking away with the Platinum Medal or



the Nickel one..... | will let you all compete over the Bronze, Silver and Gold ones....
-)

On the Noggin front we are going to be moving out of our current venue the St
Andrews club at the East London Golf Club; we will now be sharing the Yacht Club
venue with our friends from the MG club. Our last meeting at the St Andrews Club or
rather AGM meeting will be in December, so you may find a new Border Chairman
taking pen to paper to you fine fellows in the New Year....

Well in closing may | wish you all a Festive , Restful and Safe Christmas Break...
and may 2015 start off with a bang especially at midnight on 315t December 2014.

Phil...

Cape Town

The plans for the last few months seem to have been subject to lots of change at
relatively short notice, let us hope the coming year will be more settled!
The beginning of September saw the annual 6 club run organised by the Jaguar
club and based on a quiz format starting from the N2 Engen and going over the
Hellshoogte pass to and up at the Allee Blue restaurant near Franschhoek. The club
was pretty well represented although not all in Triumphs but as the first clue was just
about leaving the service area and most of the clues were pretty cryptic the Triumph
contingent didn’t do that well. The most important thing was everyone had a great
time and the food and company for the lunch stop was first class, our thanks to Rudi
Schats of the Jaguar club for his organisation.
The noggin at the end of the month was a really good talk by Dale Jacobs on flying
Huey helicopters during the Vietnam War. Dale has a TR4 and has been pretty
eluswe of Iate because his experlence of flying Huey’s has led to him being hired by
: Working for Fire and being drafted to
some pretty remote parts of SA
where his skills as a pilot are needed
to fly the fire choppers. By all
accounts it was a brilliant talk with
great film footage, having spoken to
LAY = \AY 1 \J him on several occasions about his
This Area Contains experience, the term low flying

a Disease for Which
Modern Man Has seems to take on a whole new

No Known Cure: i meaning!

CA&QOI:LECIHN The club paid a visit to the

e Hermanus Whales and Wheels

< show at the beginning of October.

~ Yours truly was still overseas but the
weather seemed to be kind to everyone and they enjoyed the day out. It seems as if
the organisers have also listened to the comments and will endeavour to put on an
even better show next year.
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The next run was to the car show at Langebaan organised by Peter Lindenberg at
the local school. There were 4 triumphs that made the run, fortunately there was
also a plastic which was used to shuttle the drivers to and from their lunch base at
Pearlie’s, it was a long walk from the school. By all accounts it was a good show but
the club needs to sort out its calendar in good time for next year to ensure a better
attendance.

There was also meant to
be a Concours event at the
Hazendal wine estate near
Stellenbosch but despite
the best efforts of Dennis
Cook, the organisers
decided that the income
from a wedding seemed
preferable to that from
Triumph owners and
wanted to change the date
which didn’t suit the club.
The Concours will be held
at the clubhouse on the
29™ of the month followed by the AGM and an end of year spit braai. The prize
giving and an opening year braai will then be held at the clubhouse on Saturday 31
January.

The annual Timour Hall classic car show will be held on Sunday 18" January that is
a very popular event and the club will be in its prime spot in the courtyard. The next
run will be one to the Hemel en Aarde valley in Hermanus for a lunch at the
“Plaaskombuis” which does really good local food at affordable prices. This will be
on the 12" February and will be preceded by a run along the ever popular and
scenic Clarens Drive from Gordon’s Bay.

On the subject of the AGM, we would urge as many members as possible to get
there as we will need to elect a good committee for next year with the 2016 National
gathering in mind, your club really does need you!!

Yours Triumphantly,

Jamie Hart

JOHANNESBURG

As a consequence of the postal strike, | write this on the same day as my
September edition of Sabrina arrived in the post box. A quick look at the front and
back pages of the magazine promises to be a good read and congrats must go to
the editor and contributors.

Our Centre has been busy of late, very few of which | have been unable to attend.
However from social chats at our noggins, they have been very interesting with calls
for repeat runs next year. Amongst those venues, and | can’t elaborate, were a visit
to the Rand Society of Model Engineers in Roodepoort, our participation supporting

12



the 40" Anniversary of the TR7 in Pretoria and most recently a good run to the
Checkered Flag in Benoni — East Rand. Of course our AGM has taken place with
three new committee members joining the ranks. Taking over from Harry Fairley,
Eddie Steele will add to his portfolio, the job of point scoring for the Victor/Victrix
Ludorum trophies. Our finances remain in good hands with Martin Worth handing
over the reins to Ed Grondel. Elaine Castlemaine will be relieved to pass the pen
over to John Crowther. John insists, with the blessing of the committee to drastically
reduce the size of our newsletter (32 pages this month). Quite a task because there
are many contributors of which some have to be held over for the next issue. Lady
and Gents, very sincere thanks for every ounce of effort you’ve put into the running
of the club.

In closing, and as this is being written we can look forward to our last noggin of the
year and the last time we are using the premises in Midrand. A new venue is being
sought for January. And we look forward to our combined Christmas Lunch with the
Pretoria Centre at Kloofzicht Lodge on the 7" December.

May | wish all members around the country a marvelous Christmas and a fantastic
year ahead.

Regards, Mike

KZN

It is not just because we are all maturing, but this year has passed incredibly quickly.
Yes, the first few months were frenetic with preparations for Nationals, but since
then we have enjoyed fun, relaxed times at Noggins, which have been well
attended.

We were all very spoilt by Anneke and Ron Harris on their run on Sunday, 215,
September, We met at the Oasis BP garage at 8.30 to leave at 9.00. Itwas a
glorious morning for two TR7s, one TR4 and two TR3As and a number of plastics,
to enjoy the run to the Intaba View restaurant, old Main Road, Inchanga (Comrades
route) where a special area had been set aside for the parking of all the cars. We
were treated by Anneke and Ron to tea/coffee and delicious muffins. With the
weather being so beautiful, we were able to sit outside on the veranda where a table
had been laid for us.  The view overlooking the Valley of a Thousand Hills was
magnificent in the early morning sunshine.

When our thirst had been quenched and tummies filled, we set of to Queensbrough
Caravan Park where a braai had been organised. It is amazing that such a
beautiful peaceful area, so close to the city centre, exists. A number of members
joined us there including Louise and Allan from the south coast, so good to see
them. How about the south coast members organising a run for us all next year, in
their neck of the woods, and we’ll come to you. A challenge has been thrown out so
don’t disappoint us!!!

In total there were 23 folk and a good time of fellowship was had by all. Anneke
had been ‘up all night’ baking delicious food to go with our meat plus a huge salad
and rolls. Anneke and Ron, your generosity was much appreciated by us all.
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Those of us, who had been on the run last year, also appreciated the beautiful
weather in comparison to the biting cold wind we endured then.

The KZN annual show day was, as always a wonderfully relaxed and enjoyable day
held at Ed Fox’s place, which is always awesome to go to. Ed has the per-fect
property in Kloof, a lovely neighbourhood with plenty of parking and a large
entertainment area overlooking a very inviting rock pool, which is of course a
swimming pool. Ed has also many feathered friends besides his Tri-umph friends;
he’'s managed to get dozens of Hornbills to hang around his place, giving us a
spectacle to watch whilst they feed on flying ants and other insects as well as the
never ending sound of crying babies, their call.

This time, we also had the privilege of seeing Ed feed a trio of Woolly necked storks.
He had them so tamed they were walking around close to us, enjoying the morsels
of food and of course the beautiful rock pool. | couldn’t stop photographing them and
completely forgot to photograph the cars that came to be judged.

Darryl Hurter came with his TR3, always a car to be admired; Rob Lillburn in his
Playboy Chicane, Marie and Mervyn Cronje came in their Stag, pictured on the front,
Andy and Eileen in their Spitfire, Val and Bing Bowden came in their Spitfire and
David and Anne Blair came in their Spitfire. We also had Brenda Murphy, Terry and
Linda Eaton, Ed and Sandy Fox in their TR7’s and Terry and Denise Newell in their
concourse TR4. We brought our TR4A on its maiden trip, first ever drive out of our
property. Dave van der Westhuizen had just almost completed the restoration of a
1965 TR4A which had been bought from Jamie Hart of the Cape Town Triumph
Club a good two or three years ago. This was a special day for us and of course,
most of the male members were buzzing around it like flies offering praise, advice
and the odd criticism, mostly given back in a jibe meant for Dave (vd Westhuizen)
who loves to tease others.

We braaied, enjoyed Salads and Mieliepap all provided by the women Triumph
members and generally enjoyed each other’'s company for the best part of the day.
Linda and Terry Eaton brought their daughters delightful little dog, which | think is a
miniature poodle all the way from Korea. | wondered whether he/she could
understand English. It was really nice to see both Linda and Anne up and about
supporting the club in their cheerful way.

Val Bowden

PORT ELIZABETH

Hi fellow Triumph enthusiasts

As we all know, the season is a-changing for Summer and now is the time for top-
down Triumph motoring.

So we are doing just that!

In the last newsletter | reported that we, (the P E centre), were still going to have an
August outing to The Island, (a favourite picnic spot just outside Port Elizabeth in the
middle of the bush but also providing scenic walks on various “bush trails”).

We assembled at Preston Liquors car park and took a scenic drive to The Island.
Here we braaied and some of us went on one of the walks. Carl and Barbara

14



Butlion, (stalwart P E Triumph Club members), who live in the area, (Seaview),
apparently walk these paths regularly.
Carl's Triumph TR6, (looked after by his brother, Mike), and restored by Carl, arrived
with Mike at the wheel.

It was just a sunny relaxing day around the braai with lots of “karretjie talk” and “the
core” of the P E centre supporting the event. Too soon we had to go home.
Our September outing was our local Concours —
(Only a Concours d’ Elegance — so no disputes), at the German Club in Lorraine at
two o’clock in the afternoon on a Saturday.
Deon de Kock ably organized this.
It was heartwarming to see our new Triumph members taking part. Mandy van
Jaarsveld arrived in her red Triumph TR7 that had won a Gold Medal at the most
recent Triumph National Gathering.
Peter Rist and his wife arrived in his Triumph Spitfire Mk | that, he says, he bought
primarily to enjoy and not to get into Concours condition — the sentiment of many of
us Triumph members.
Our stalwart member and Treasurer, Godfrey Gericke, although far from well, came
to socialize but did not stay a long time.
John Ryan and his wife, Christine, arrived, but John, although he has an immaculate
Triumph Dolomite Sprint, did not enter it in the Concours.
The judges were drawn from the members and after the judging, (which was tough),
and with a bit of good-natured rivalry, we all retired to the bar and had a braai
afterwards.
The award winners were announced at the braai.
Our chairman, Beyers Vermaak, congratulated the award winners
On the Monday Godfrey received an e-mail from our Chairman that it had been
unanimously resolved at our September “noggin and natter” and member’s meeting
that he be conferred honorary membership of the Triumph Club.
So it was a shock to hear that Godfrey passed away two days later, (24 September).
He will be sorely missed as he was a very supportive member, past Chairman, our
then Treasurer and when Chairman, virtually single-handed organized the Willows
Triumph National Gathering.
What an unassuming and modest person!
Beyers sent the club’s heartfelt condolences to Godfrey’s wife, Jackie.
His funeral was held soon thereafter, (29 September), with us, (the P E Triumph
Club members), attending, wearing our Triumph Club jackets. | am sure Godfrey
would have appreciated the “send-off”.
Godfrey was also the Treasurer of the Porsche Club so it was fitting for
Karl lllenberger, (the Porsche Club Chairman and a P E Triumph Club member), to
deliver the eulogy at the funeral.
On a more joyous note — congratulations are in order to the Pretoria Triumph Sports
Car Club for holding the “Triumph TR7 40" Anniversary on 27 September and our
thanks to Terry Murphy sending out the photo of the 30 Triumph TR7s and 2
Triumph TR8s on display.
As Dennis Cook motivates so well in the September Sabrina, the TR7/TR8 is really
“the last TR".
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In the month of October we heard that a dear member of the M G Car Club, (Sylvia
Dunston), and dear to us as members, had been admitted to hospital for an
operation, but recovered without mishap.

Later in the month, (14 October), we were told that another stalwart member, past
Chairman and honorary member, (John Hartman), had also passed on peacefully.
He had been suffering from a multitude of ailments of a very severe nature but had,
up to that point, “soldiered on”.

He too will be sorely missed by his wife, Julie and us all.

The weekend before his funeral we had our “October outing” on Sunday, 19
October, which was a most enjoyable drive and “late breakfast” atthe B & B of P E
Triumph Club members, Jim and Eileen Boggess.

Again we met at the Preston Liquors parking lot in Mount Pleasant, (a suburb of P
E) and drove to the venue, (Deer Park), which was close by.

There were many Triumphs that went but in the end | went in my “plastic” as the
TRY7 Spider would not “go”

Jim and Eileen treated us to a sumptuous breakfast and “bottomless” tea or coffee.
This was a nice event that ended in the late morning, still giving the members the
whole afternoon to “do some gardening” (aka watch sport on T V!)

On the Monday was John’s funeral at which John’s daughter, Sonia, spoke.

Again many of the P E Triumph Sports Car Club members wore their Triumph
jackets.

It is also noted that at this point Nols Pienaar of the Pretoria Club had been admitted
to hospital but is now recuperating well.

Our November event was our yearly outing to Builder’s Express in Jeffrey’s Bay, as
organized by our very able and enthusiastic member, Johan Marais. Johan is also
the Chairman of the “Jeffrey’s Baai Klassieke Kar Klub” and ensured that this was
an “all car clubs” event.

Johan, as usual. organised fantastic prizes for car attendees, (supplied by Builders
Express, managed by Gavin Slater.

Twelve Triumphs took part and many Triumph members received prizes.

Also on the day non Triumph Club members were required to judge the most
desirable car and chose Deon de Kock’s blue Triumph TR4.

After the event Johan organized a braai at his home and we got the opportunity to
see how much had been done on the “Davdon” (reported on in a previous Sabrina).
It is clear that Johan has put in many hours restoring this car, (with Triumph D N A),
to its former glory.

This must surely be the only car where the body has been made from scratch and
without any body filler — definitely worth an article in the Triumph World magazine.
The braai was a bring-and-braai but Johan’s wife, Santa, made a lovely potato dish,
pickled onions, carrot salad and tossed salad. She bakes a mean tipsy tart, (using
30 year old K W V), so everybody really climbed in.

Three cars broke down on the way home but everybody got home safely.

Next month we are having our Awards Evening and Christmas Party so watch this
space!

Cheers
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Jon Rademan

Pretoria

At our AGM held in October both Nols and Bill Flynn had reached the end of their
long hardworking stints and stood down from re-election.

So for some reason the ball landed in my court. Nols thought it a great joke that |
would now have to chase myself for this report however he forgot that there is still
the Registrars report.

However my tenure got off to a bumpy start when it was reported that while Nols
and Kathy were visiting friends in the Netherlands that Nols had suffered a heart
attack. This landed him in hospital, however | am pleased to report that he is out of
hospital back home and recovering well.

However it is now Kathy that is in hospital with an illness caused by some strange
bug. Our thoughts therefore go out to both of them and wishing them speedy
recovery and back on their feet soon.

September and October have been quite active months.

The annual Pretoria/Joburg quiz was hosted by Pretoria and we invited the MG Club
to join us. Obviously Joburg guys have been doing some homework as they ended
up winners with Pretoria A second, MG 3™ & Pretoria B in third place.

This was followed by our annual Cansa event where we join the youngsters who
have either survived cancer or are still suffering from it. Held at the Denel sports
fields we drive the kids around in our open top Triumphs to their absolute joy.

Then of course came our big event, wonderfully organised by Nols, the TR7 40™
Birthday bash. This was made even more memorable as we were able to get some
of KZN & Bloemfontein members to join us for the weekend. Fortunately | am left off
the hook by Nol’'s detailed report that follows on from this.

This time of the year it is great to be in Pretoria particularly where | am concerned.
In the late 50’s | arrived in Cape Town on Thursday 3" September was in
Johannesburg and Springs on the Saturday and spent that night in Pretoria. Next
day | was greeted with the most amazing and colourful sights, no less than the
Jacaranda’s in their full glory. What a show after having lived in the dull gray world
of the UK.
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~ So every year | go on the Jacaranda run,
we joined with the MG Club starting at the
Union buildings and finishing at the MG
Club House for a Braai.
Next we joined the MG Club on a trip to the
Petit Airfield, near Benoni, for the Vintage
Flying Clubs event. Here were displayed
Tiger Moths, Harvard’s, Piper Cub, and
g A\uster. The oldest aircraft being a 1930’s

& Aeronca that uses a Jap engine for power.
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Also in Benoni organised by Harry Fairley of the Joburg Club was a trip to the
private Checkered Flag Museum of models, photographs and other memorabilia all
related to Italian cars.

November is looking quite quiet in comparison while everyone is on a crash diet in
preparation for the Xmas lunch at the Kloofzicht resort on the first week in
December.

Oh before | forget Guy Snelling is our new Newsletter Editor and Web Master and
off to a good start with our Web Site working.

So hears looking forward to a fantastic 2015 and wishing you all a welcome break
over the Festive Season.

Drive Safely.

Eric

A WEDGE PARTY TO REMEMBER

TRIUMPH TR7 40TH ANNIVERSARY
27 SEPTEMBER 2014—NOLS PIENAAR

The first TR7 appeared in 1974, and at our 40th anniversary event, by sheer
coincidence, 74 cars arrived for the commemorative photo.

How about that!

Our effort to celebrate the South African chapter of the worldwide

'‘Wedge Anniversary' finally came to fruition on Saturday, 27th September, right here
in Pretoria. The seed for the event was planted by Eric Fletcher at the February
noggin when he informed us about the festivities and planned commemorative TR7
run in the United Kingdom, from Speke (Liverpool) to Canley (Coventry) and finally
to Solihull, in a symbolic procession of 40 TR7's connecting all the plants where
Wedges were built during its production span from 1974 to 1981.

In response | immediately thought that our Pretoria Triumph Club should pick up the
challenge to host a South African commemorative event and instantly received
wonderful support from fellow club members. Since we have a fairly strong
representation of Wedges in our club (remember the effect of the ‘wedge fever'
epidemic?), | thought that our objective should also be to gather 40 TR7/8's to
coincide with the number of years. | was convinced that this figure would be attained
if we could get support from our compatriots across the Jukskei, as well as from
Kwazulu-Natal and Bloemfontein. Once | got stuck in signing up cars | realised,
however, how absolutely optimistic and not quite realistic my initial objective was.
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Since the prime goal was to assemble the 40 Wedges in one spot with the idea of
presenting them for a commemorative photo, | worked out a scale diagram for the
parking of each car but in the process discovered that we would need a minimum of
32 Wedges to spell 'TR7' as well as the figure '40" in the photo. Initially, again while
still in the optimistic phase, | thought that if we could source 20 cars from Pretoria,
10 from Johannesburg, and 10 from Kwazulu-Natal and Free State combined, we
should be home and dry quite easily. However, faced with the reality of how difficult
it was to find the dream figure of 40 running and willing Wedges, | downsized the
required numbers to 32 TR7/8s and 30 'Other Triumphs' to be parked in a square
'laager' surrounding the Wedges

Finding a suitable venue where all the cars could be presented on a level square
surface of at least 40 by 34 metres next to an elevated vantage point for a photo
from the top, as well as a facility for a social function with a braai afterwards, be-
came the next challenge. Fortunately Willie van Niekerk, one our very enthusiastic
new members, suggested the Armscor sports field in between the 'Spookhuis' and
the Waterkloof High School. Being the man on the spot with access to the correct
people at Armscor, Willie secured the venue for us and also arranged the use of
Armscor's very nice lapa next to the soccer field. Perfect.

Our intrepid camera man, Terry Murphy, in a trial run

before the event climbed on to the highest point of

the grand stand roof overlooking the soccer field, and it

mounted his camera on a four metre pole for
sufficient height. Thanks to this we discovered that
we had to adjust the presentation of cars somewhat
to allow for the depth of field in the photo. Without
funds to hire a helicopter or a drone we were forced
to improvise. Again, it was Terry and Bill Sales who
were brave enough to climb on to the slippery pitch of
the grand stand to hold the long pole with camera
steady for the shot from the top on the big anniversary day. Think about it when you
admire that wonderful photo of more than 70 Triumphs.

On the Friday afternoon before the event myself, Terry, Rudi Venter, Guy Snelling,
Bill Sales, Eddy Gurnell, Albert de Vos, and Bill Flynn assembled on the soccer field
to help Terry measure out the parking spots for the Wedges and the other Triumphs.
Terry ingeniously marked the outline of each car first with small traffic cones and
later with green spray paint in preparation for the parking process the next day.
Willie also prepared very nice sign posts indicating 'TR7 40th Anniversary', which he
attached to the correct lamp posts for the benefit of our participants who had find
their way the next day.

Since we received a good response from the KZN TSCC members thanks to David
Blair's excellent motivational and organisational skills, we organised a welcome
party for the 'Banana Boys' in addition to our other members from far away Nelspruit
in Mpumalanga and Groblersdal in Limpopo on the Friday evening prior to the event.
Engela van Vuuren once again proved to be a star as hostess and great lasagna
cook, while she was ably assisted by the ladies who provided the tasty salads. It
was a great pleasure for us to welcome from Kwazulu-Natal David and Anne Blair,
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Ken Philips and family, Brenda and John Murphy, Ed Fox, Terry Eaton, Peter
Lilliecrona, Dave Lugg, Brian Hansell, Alan Halvorsen, Bill Dunlop and Derek Rudd.
Rudi Venter, who also designed the beautiful commemorative dashboard plaque,
came all the way from Nelspruit, while Hugo and Liesje Tempelman joined us from
Groblersdal. Hugo is the man to be thanked for the lovely and huge photo on
silkscreen of the 74 cars on display he donated to the clubhouse. Although they
could not make the welcome function we are extremely thankful that Barrie and
Ingrid le Roux made the trip from Bloemfontein and in the process provided us with
that one missing Wedge (no. 32) that continued to elude us almost right to the end.
Without our members who volunteered to host our participants from far away, we
would not have been able to get the support, participation and Wedges we needed
to make the commemorative event a success. | wish to thank the following club
members who opened their homes and hearts, and showed wonderful hospitality to
our visitors: Bill and Helen Flynn, Bill Sales, Eddy and Giselle Gurnell, Terry and
Sherryl Murphy, Albert and Tiekie de Vos, Guy and Marina Snelling, and Cathy
Pienaar.

The magic number of Triumphs in the commemorative photo would not have been
possible without the people who brought their cars along. The 32 TR7/8s assembled
in one spot, in my book must be a Wedge record for South Africa. To put it into
perspective: at the 2014 National Gathering in Kwazulu-Natal | counted the biggest
contingent of Wedges that | had ever seen at any of our Nationals: 18 cars. The
people who made our record number possible by their attendance therefore need to
be commended and congratulated.

From Pretoria we had Bill Sales ( 3 Wedges and a Stag); Bill Flynn (2 Wedges and a
Chicane); Marius Labuschagne (2 Wedges); Nols Pienaar (1 Wedge, a TR4A and a
TR6); Albert de Vos (1 Wedge and a Roadster); Bram Janssen (1 Wedge and a
Mayflower), Eddy Gurnell (1 Wedge and a Spitfire); Peet du Toit (1 Wedge and a
Spitfire).

The following members each brought a Wedge along: Terry Murphy, Eric Fletcher,
Megan Fletcher, Rudi Venter, Andre Greyling, Bruce Leslie, and Tony Oliveira.
Without our neighbouring TSCC centres we would not have made Wedge history.
From Johannesburg | wish to thank Stewart MacGregor, Philip Knagg, Paul Kewley
and Bruce Boswell. From KZN Dave Blair, Brenda Murphy, Ed Fox, Terry Eaton,
Ken Philips, Peter Lilliecrona, and Alan Halvorsen. From Bloemfontein our man is
Barrie le Roux.

However, the above names do not complete the picture and | wish to thank all those
Triumph people whose other Triumphs ‘framed' the Wedges for the occasion. From
Pretoria: Hugo Tempelman (TR3); lan Pieterse (TR3); Johan Els (TR3A), Johan
Retief (TR6); Duncan Roberts (TR6), Denys Fourie (Stag), Piet Hattingh (Herald);
Henrico Boshoff (Herald); Taco Kamstra (GT6).

When was the last time you saw 16 Spitfires together? Our enthusiastic Spittie pilots
from Pretoria In addition to the two who arrived in their Wedges, are: Mike and
Jeanette Bilson, Johan Botha, Willie and Adri van Niekerk, Ta-co Kamstra, Guy
Snelling, Helgard Joubert, Peter and Betty Rooke. A few Spitfire owners who have
not joined the club yet also brought their cars along: Jacobus Lands-berg, Jannie
Parsons, Luther Hyman, Willie Visser, Louis van Aswegen and Basil Muller.
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We enjoyed very good support from Johannesburg in their non-Wedge Triumphs:
Harry Fairley and Elaine (TR2), John Craig (TR3), Jon Lewis (TR3A), Gerald Habig
(TR3A), Eddie Steele (TR4A), Gino Casieri (TR6), Dickie Donker (Herald), John
Crowther (Healy), and Mark Hirst (Panhard). Car (Triumph) problems at the last
minute unfortunately forced some of our Jo'burg members to attend in their
‘plastics’: Mike Gilchrist and Rob McLeod. Ivor Carlson arrived by taxi to collect his
GT6 that Derek Rudd drove all the way from KZN.

Everyone who supported us on the day
were special but | need to mention a few
specific things:

= Both the oldest TR7 (the yellow Speke-
built coupe of Ken Philips), and the
youngest TR7 (the red Solihull coupe of Bill
Sales) in the South African Triumph

Register were present.

= The famous 'Canley Twins' both red TR7 convertibles belonging to Nols Pienaar
(commission number 102939) and Rudi Venter (no 102940) stood side by side
again after many years. Some of
you may recall that these two cars
followed one another on the
production line at Canley in 1979,
got separated in the same year
and by coincidence found a home =
in Constantia Park, Pretoria, when = A '

Chris Smit bought no. 102940 in 2005. When he sold the car to Rudi in 2010 (in
Durban) they got separated again.

= Two of the five very scarce TR8's in our register, in other words 40 percent, were
present when Marius Labuschagne and Eric Fletcher brought their two black
beauties along.

= | am convinced that it must be the
first time that a 1951 Triumph
Mayflower and a 1947 Triumph
1800 Roadster stood facing one an-
2 other on South African soil. We

§ witnessed this unique meeting
thanks to Bram Janssen and Albert
de Vos who brought their two very
special Triumphs along and in the
process nearly stole the TR7

thunder.

Four of the regional centres of the TSCC of SA were represented: Pretoria (38
members), Johannes-burg (17), Kwazulu-Natal (11), and Bloemfontein (1). No fewer
than 10 non-club members (yet) also attended in their cars. While this gathering in a
way compares favourably with the attendance at the TSCC national gathering in
KZN in April this year, it yielded 7 more Triumphs than those counted at the
nationals. This situation makes a strong case for a future national gathering in the
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northern part of the country.

The lovely commemorative photo was the result of a real team effort:

Terry took the photo, Helen pre-pared the caption, and Engela had it printed, while
Bill Flynn took care of distribution and sales at the
event on the same day. The same can be said of
the dashboard plaque: after exchanging many
emails with suggestions between Nols and Rudi,
the final design by Rudi was chosen, whereupon
Bill Flynn had the commemorative item made and took care of the finishing touches,
sales and distribution. The preparation of the lapa for the braai and social gathering
afterwards were largely due to the efforts of Engela, Willie and Adri, while Marius
and his helpers made the fires. Thanks to Eric's video material we could also watch
some American TV marketing footage of early TR7 on a screen.

The TR7 anniversary event was a great success thanks to fantastic support and
participation by very many club members and Triumph owners from far and wide, as
well as a tremendous team effort by all those club committee and other members
who came forward and whose collective inputs resulted in such a great event. What
a 'wedge party'! A most sincere THANK YOU to all of you who made it happen.

Ps. A big thank you to Terry, Helen, Guy, Rudi, Cathy, Bill S, Bill F, for the great
photos in this report.

WHAT CAR IS THIS?

Name the

Make.

Name the Model.
Give the engine
size

Where was it
made & when?
Does it have
Triumph DNA?

September’s Mystery Car
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As | said in September this is not a Ford
Anglia it is a Triumph ZEBU. A what you
say?
Yes a Zebu . It was the original design
*concept for what became the Triumph
- 2000.

It had independent suspension all round,
transaxle transmission and had a

pillar-less body. I think it looks quite good, but Canley were apparently tipped off of
the impending launch in 1958 of the Ford Anglia and so dropped it.

A restyle attempt was also dropped as was a further one by Michelotti. In 1961, now
under the code name Barb the 2000 made it to the 1963 British Motor Show.
Thanks to the May edition of “Class & Sports Car”

From the bookshelf

The October issue of “Classic & Sports Car” has a full-page article by Mick Walsh on
the resurrected straight 8 supercharged Triumph Dolomite.

This is one of two in existence the other being in the USA and apparently does not
look original. The car road tested by Mick has been restored fastidiously to original
spec carries the Registration FYM 224 the chassis numbered DMH 1 and is the car
driven by Donald Healy to 8" place on the 1936 Monte-Carlo Rally.

Owned by Jonathan Taylor who planned to show it at the Hampton Court Concor
d’Elegance in September and to race it at Donington next May.

In the November edition Classic & Sports Car cover feature is “Triumph Showdown”
over the photograph of a TR5 and a TR6 inside they use 6 pages for their “Family
Feud”. They make a big thing about the 6 in reality is a 5 in slightly altered clothing
and eventually decide that they prefer the 6 and strangely a CP 6.

Now the CP 6 is the specification that is common to late 5’s and early 6’s both being
150hp cars whereas the CR type 6’s from 1973 have a milder cam and only 125Hp.
They describe a common reason for fuel starvation on the 6 as follows:-

The filter housing was used as a swirl pot to ensure constant feed when cornering.
This Lucas CAYV diesel filter arrangement had an Aluminium tube running down to
the bottom to pick up fuel. Externally this unit looks identical to a standard filter but
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the standard filter does not have the Aluminium tube. If a standard filter has been
fitted fuel starvation can occur. The later CR type 6 has a dedicated swirl pot in the
fuel tank. The fitting of a Bosch fuel pump is recommended.

In the Events section a half page is dedicated to the Pretoria Cars in the Park.
Unfortunately no Triumph features in either the photographs or write up.

The magic of triumph

| could not resist this one and | am sure that you will agree.

It was written by our own Peter do Sautoy and appeared in the November 1990
edition of the TR Registers magazine TRAction.
Ed
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When the editor asked me to write down
some thoughts on why | had chosen to
own no less than ten Triumphs in thirty
five yvears of motoring, my first reaction
was to wonder myself what had made me
do so. to wonder in fact what it is that
inspires any motorist to return to one
make over and over again. :
The conclusion | reached was that the firs
one must have a very strong influence on
all the future choices If the first one
provides the right sort of experience.
whether it be pleasure. satisfaction or just
lack of problems. the chances are one will
return to the same make

Making the first choice is more haphazard
- | remember being fascinated by the
shape of the early XK Jaguars, then
seeing an advertisement for the TRZ in
Autocar as well as seeing one in the flesh
on a demonstration lap at Grand Central
racing circuit and liking the shape even
more.

A really close up look at a beautiful TR2
in the foyer of the 20th Century cinema in
Johannesburg. where it was being
advertised to promote a major racing film.
was another major influence. and soon
the die was cast. such is the power of
advertising.

The acquisition of my first TR2 started a
sequence of moioring experiences that
continue to bring pleasure and satisfaction
to this day, although not totally without
problems. There were some notable firsts
with that car. inciuding first drive at over
100 mph. first competitive motoring
event  and  first  journevy  from
Johannesburg t© my home town of
Tzaneen in under four hours. The last feat
was notable in that it underlined the car’s
ability to caver long distances at very high
average speeds. a feature which endeared
it to many driving enthusiasts. Even in its
90 bhp TR2 form the 2 litre. short stroke
engine has the most fantastic torque. |
remember driving up the verv stgep ramp
from the basement garage of my flat. and
thinking “this car would accelerate up the
side of a house”. It was this characteristic

which helped it maintain those high

averages. It also contributed to the fun of
those “wind-in-the-hair'drives up and
down various mountain passes. where.
with overdrive on second, third and top
gears. one could always be in the exact
rev range for the road conditions. The
exhilaration cannot be described.

The TR was not perfect. however,
particularly in the field of handling and
hard springs. and when the MGA came
along some owners were tempted away. |
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was not one of those. although | did try
one out and even tried a Twin Cam when
it was introduced; the sheer brute force of
the TR's torque had me in its grip. It
occurred to me at the time. though. that
the MGs comfort and handling with the
TRs performance would be a good
compromise. | suspect now, though, that
with the power available it would probably
have been just as easy to get into trouble
in both cars. |

It any characteristic of the early TRs can
be described as magic it was this “brute
force” torque and it was this which made
them so successful in events like the
Alpine Rally and in long distance races
like Le Mans and Sebring. It also helped
racing driver Tony Woodly to set up an
official record for the drive from Durban
io Johannesburg in his TRZ at a time
when such record breaking attempts were
about to be banned on public roads: as a
result of the ban it may still be the legal
record for the journev.

The arrival of a family in my life curtailed
my TR motoring for a while. My third TR
gave wayv to a Triumph Herald Coupé
which provided room for carrycots. prams
and the like. but proved somewhat
unreliable. possibly because its owners
tried to get more performance out of it
than it was capable of. It was replaced by
a number of “reliable family cars” usually
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tried to get more performance out of it
than it was capable of. It was replaced by
a number of “reliable family cars” usually
having better than average performance.
but none to match the excitement and
exhilaration provided by the TR. (with the
possible exception of a verv hot 3 litre
Ford Capri). Eventually the possibility of
becoming a two car family arose and eyes
went to  studying advertisements for
second-hand sports cars. TRs were scarce
and still comparatively expensive but a
Triumph it had to be. so the choice went
to a 1946 Roadster which only cost R36(0
and was driveable. It wasnt a great
performer but it was open motoring and
gave a great deal of pleasure, especially to
the kids. who often argued over who was
to ride to the beach in the dickey seat. but
enjoved it nevertheless.

The return to far-and-fast motoring came
in the form of a company car which | was
allowed to choose. no prize for guessing
the make. This car had room for the
whole family and almost gave the same
exciternent that the TRs had given. It was
a 2.5 Pl Chicane saloon. one of the first
British fuel injected saloons. which proved
very reliable. exciting to drive and
certainly brought back memories of the
TR days. Unfortunately it had to be
handed over to a successor in the
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company because of a transfer to another
city.

The next three Triumphs are the ones |
stil own and each in its way has
something of the TR magic. The GT6 has
a modified Spitfire chassis. fastback coupé
bodv and 2 litre 95 bhp. six culinder
engine It has a power-io-weight ratio
which allows it to out perform the early
TRs and is known in the family as our
“Trusty Oid Triumph~ having done three
trips to the Cape from the Transvaal and
numercus trips to Durban. including at
least three appearances at Cars- m~the-
Park in Pietermaritzburg.

The Stag is my favourite. its 3 litre V8 ohc
engine certainly has the TR magic inspite
of its reputation for unreliability. It has all
the luxury features of the Chicane, and
more. like electric windows and power
steering. but it can still be driven far and
fast in true TR manner. | proved this
“recently with a 3.000 km holiday tour of
the Northern and Eastern Transvaal and
Natal, when the driving pleasure matched
that of the early TR davs. A recent
acquisition is a 1968 TR5, said to be the
fastest TR made. It definitely has the
“brute force” feel about it. but as it is off
the road awaiting some refurbishment and
mechanical repairs. further comment must
be delaved.
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One other Triumph owned during those
thirty five years was a 1500 cc front wheel
drive salcon. This was a bargain which
had been owned for twenty years by the
proverbial little oid lady. who had only
used it to drive to the shops and had only
covered 13.000 miles. It looked like new
and in a short test drive around the block
sounded good too. During the drive home
the reason for the low price became
evident: when the engine warmed up it
had a bearing knock that made it sound
like a diesel. The problem was solved
relatively easily with a new set of big end
bearings. although fitting them taught me
a lot about this unusual fwd configuration.
She probably hadn’t changed the oil once
mn hwenty vears.

The 1500 did not have quite as much
magic as the others but it still had more
class than aill the moedern fwd saloons and
as such gave pleasurable motoring. which
is what this story is all about.
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How To: Upgrade your Triumph TR6 with Rear Disc
Brakes

We have had plenty on TR7’s, Vanguards et al, so for a change here is
something for you TR6 guys to think about.

Ed

as published in BritishV8 Magazine, Volume XVII Issue 1, July 2009
By: Don Watson, with Calvin Grannis

Is the search for rear disc brakes the Holy Grail of Triumph TR6 modifications? It may not
be a discovery that Indiana Jones would be willing to die for, but it's definitely a challenging
guest. This article is about my personal quest, and especially about my solution to the
vexing challenge. But before we leave the subject of dying, please note that this is not a
conversion to do on the cheap or to take lightly. Read and heed the strongly worded

Holy Grail started with the simple event of doing a rear brake job. You know: simply pull
the drum, clean the dust out, replace the shoes, turn the drum, check and if necessary
rebuild/replace the wheel cylinders, then reassemble. Well, | don't know about you, but
after 30 years of playing with cars | have a lot of scars on my hands. Sometimes | think
that most of these have been from brake jobs. Drum brakes tend to be a maintenance pain
in both a figurative and literal sense. A routine brake job on my 1974 TR6 initiated my
worldwide quest for a rear disc brake conversion.

The Datsun Z family of cars did have a similar style system, but like Indy's hat, it will not fit
me or my purpose. Looking at web pictures,
reading forums, finally got the best of me.

| prefer to learn by doing. | need to
i experience with hands on, so | purchased a
240Z rear brake conversion kit from Modern
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Motorsports, with the hope of making some modifications to their brackets. From this, |

[l

r==a

hub diameter. The brackets were of a 3 bolt semi-arch design to fit on the outside of the Z
hub housing.

This will not work on the TR6 unless you are going to design a very large offset to the
bracket, which would weaken the bracket.

Still, the calipers would work and the hands on experience got me motivated.

So here is what | did. My first move was to locate and purchased a used TR4A or TR6
swing arm so that | could mock up the disc brake system without taking my baby off the
road for an extended amount of time. | found them dirt cheap on eBay as no one in my
local club had a spare one. Keep in mind that this is just for mock up so the condition does
not need to be great. Only the hub face and housing need to be good. This allowed me to
mock up everything, measure and have prototype brackets made from CAD files by The
Columbus Machine Works, Inc. in Columbus, Ohio.

| removed the rear wheel, drum and disconnected the emergency brake cable followed by
removing the brake shoe springs, clips, and rotating the wheel facing to get access to the
hub nuts.

Once the brake shoes, springs, clips, etc., are removed the hub, the half shaft pull right
out. Pay close attention to any play or slop in the hub then replace or rebuild if necessary,
A note of caution on this as it should be done by a qualified shop with the proper tools.

| replaced the u-joint now, while you have real easy access. Next the dust plate can be
removed as well as the stock studs. You will notice that the stock TR6 studs are two
different threads, fine and coarse, and about 1.5" in length. The brackets are a half inch
thick, so new 2" studs are needed. The swing arms are aluminum, so to prevent galvanic
corrosion | used three-eighths inch stainless steel studs. Some conversions suggest heli-
coils for strength. Make sure that when you install the studs that they are perfectly square
and centered.

The brackets were made to fit 1981-84
Nissan Maxima calipers with hardware. If
you buy similar calipers, make sure to
note whether mounting hardware is
included. Apparently some sources
include them and some don't. In the
picture below, you can see the additional
plate that the calipers float on.
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These calipers have an integral, cable
operated emergency brake, and
specifically it's a "short pull" brake. Other
models have an "extended pull" e-brake.
Also note that Nissan apparently used
several different makes and models of
calipers. | understand that some 1981-
1983 200sx/240sx calipers may suit our

-------

use. isipistrBrakes are a system, so | don't
recommend mixing new and old
components. | replaced all the brake lines,
T-fittings, etc., and | used new braided

stainless steel hoses to the calipers.

% ¥
| chose not to modify or fabricate for coil-
over shock absorbers, and instead kept
my front positioned springs with
converted gas shocks mounted on the
rear of the swing arm. There are some
really nice works out there by others as
referenced before. But | have a two-car
garage, limited shop tools, limited
workspace, and limited funds. To avoid
conflicts with the shock, spring, and
bump stops on the swing arm, | chose to
mount the calipers under the swing arm
(i.e. at "six o'clock"). If you mount yours =
similarly, keep in mind that you'll need to bleed the caliper in an upright position because
air bubbles don't like to flow downhill.

autonomous drive automobiles (Ada’s)

There has been much publicity recently about the developments by various
car manufacturers about their self-drive cars. Again just like folding steel hard
tops, swiveling headlamps and other advances claiming to have invented it
first. Now thanks to “Veloce” magazine | can reveal the truth.

Ed

As early as the mid 1920’s inventors had experimented with remote controlled radio
controls. At its “Futurama” exhibit at the 1939 New York World Fair, General Motors
gave a peek into the future with a display of electric cars powered by circuits
embedded in the road and controlled by radio.

Research just before and after WWII focused on ADA’s on dedicated roads with
electro magnetic circuits. In 1958 the Nebraska Department of Roads fitted out a
600 m section of a public highway outside Lincoln to test and demonstrate a system
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developed by RCA and GM. GM converted two cars for the tests that successfully
proved that the system worked well.

In the 1960’s a driverless Citroen DS interacted with magnet cables embedded in a
test track. Funded by the UK’s Transport and Road Research Laboratory the Citroen
was driven at speeds up to 130kph in various weather conditions without a hitch.
Europe seems to have taken the lead in the 1980’s when the European Commission
funded the Eureka/Prometheus project involving both Industry and Universities. In
1980 a team led by Ernst Dickmans at the Bundeswhr Universitat in Munich using a
Mercedes 500 SEL . This used a vision based robotic guidance system and was
tested on city streets closed to traffic, The Merc respected all robots and averaged
63kph.

Spurred on by this in 1994 they drove ,driverless, more than 1,000Km on the
Autoroute A1, a dual lain motorway to Paris’s Charles de Gaulle airport. They
attained this at speeds up to 130kph, changing lanes and overtaking other cars.

In 1996 as part of the Eureka/Prometheus project a team, led by Professors Bianco
and Broggi, from Parma University developed ARGO. This used two low cost black-
and —white Video cameras and stereoscopic vision Alogrithms . This was fitted into
a slightly modified Lancia Thema and followed painted lane markings on normal
roads.

The potential was further demonstrated when they completed the “Mille Miglia
Automatica” . The car drove at an average speed of 90kph for 1,900Km on Italy’s
Autostrada’s with 94% of the distance being in ADA.

As should be expected the US Army also entered the act with a series of “Grand
Challenges” organised by the Pentagon’s Defense Advanced Research Project
(DARPA). None of the entered cars finished the course but in 2007 six cars finished.
These routes were off road with obstacles such as rocks, donga’s and trees. First
prize was $2 million.

Look out for Drone tanks.

It is predicted that by 2035 there will be 11.8miliion ADA’s on the road and by 2050
almost all cars will be ADA’s with hopefully the exception of our TRIUMPHS.

As is usual we don’t get a mention but it is not generally acknowledged that the once
owned De Beers Finsch Diamond mine has been operating driver —less 40t
Articulated Dump Trucks (ADT’s) underground since about 2010. This has resulted
in no collisions and a reduction in maintenance costs. The Trucks were supplied by
a European Mining Equipment Company.

There was an embarrassing incident when the system was launched.

The intention was that Nicky Oppenheimer sitting in the drivers seat, but not
operating the controls, would be driven in the ADT that would break the ribbon to
launch the system. Unfortunately no one had fed the computer with the data about
the ribbon. It was therefore seen by the ADA computer as a dangerous blockage in
the tunnel. The ADT “saw” the ribbon and immediately braked , Nicky Oppenheimer
gratefully thanked his seat belt.

The do’s & Don’ts of LED’s
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Those of you who use the Best TR7/TR8 Forum will have seen my queries
regarding LED lighs.

| quoted in Septembers Sabrina comments from the TRAction.

It appears that in the UK and the US many Triumph owners particular those with
TR7’s and TR6’s are using LEDs for Tall Lights,Stop Lights and Dashboards.
Frankly the colour photo’s of Dashboards on TR7’s using LED strips, | find garish.
So what have | found to date?

Well lots of suppliers, who all want to sell you their products but do not offer any
advice or in most cases do not even answer your queries.

As an example | found one supplier with what seemed the perfect stop, reverse and
indicator LED’s but they also had tucked away a little note that read “In some cases
can activate a "bulb out warning”. There was no additional comment until | found
some load ballest restistors that solved indicator flash rate and other LED
installation issues. One of these was required for each LED bulb and this meant that
the cost of each bulb rose by 30%.

To the rescue comes via the Best TR7/TR8 Forum advice from Dursleyman and
ODD , both from the UK. They had a solution to the flash rate problem but also led
me to Superbrightleds.com who | must thank for the following worthwhile information
that | hope it is useful to those of you considering LEDs.

Which Colour LEDs should | use?

For best results the LED colour should be the same as the lens colour or if bulb is
behind a clear lens, use the appropriate colour for indicator and brake light
functions. As an example: a red lens will filter out all but the red portion of the light
so if the light is all red, none or very little light will be blocked by the lens.

The light from a White LED contains very little light in the red portion of the visible

spectrum so most of the Ii%ht would be filtered out by a red lens.

Red Lens .
Red LED Bulb White LED Bulb

Wihite LED |R_RA

Emitted
Light

Red LED |XRA |RARA

e (
i1

Indicator issues with LED bulbs

LED brake/tail lamps will not flash with thermal flasher units due to their extremely
low current draw. Also, with stock flasher units, the indicator signals may flash faster
than normal (Hyper-Flash) or trigger bulb-out indicator on dash. Some vehicles will
also disable the cruise control system if a brake light bulb is being indicated as bad.
These installations will require an electronic flasher unit, Flashers designed to work
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with LED bulbs will often say "LED compatible". HEAVY DUTY flashers may also
work with LED bulbs.

You will have to compare the pin-out of your flasher with the pin-outs of the flashers
we offer, BEFORE you order one.

Another fix is the installation of Load Resistors that are wired across (in parallel with)
the indicator bulbs to simulate the load of a standard filament bulb.

What follows is the unit recommended by Odds and used in his TR7 it can be
found on www.squaredeals-ltd.co.uk . It cost less than the Load Resistors and
only one is needed , instead of the formers one per bulb.

This CF13 GLOZ2 solid state relay solves the flash rate Issues caused by FLL-
001 & similar LED relays that were not fully compatible with the electrical
system on some Triumph models fitted with single "Tell Tale" warning lamps.
In order to convert two pin to 3 pin you will need to add an earthing wire.

CF12 GLO2
FLASHER
For LED
12V 0.02A-20A
o=
: O\’f o A 1200w
>
,Q\ l\q Q/Q .”'9

LS A
\'\’Qo‘ Q"Iy
qg

These new Patented solid state "DUAL LOAD" L.E.D flasher units are designed to
work with any LED's &/or incandescent bulbs! Unlike other LED flasher units
available, these ones will not "self destruct” if used with filament bulbs!!!

Suitable for all models with 3-Pin flasher units.

These state of the art LED flasher units also emit the audible "click, click ‘indicator
on' warning" associated with conventional flasher units.

Other solid state LED flasher units do not have this important feature.

You can mix & match LED bulbs with incandescent bulbs or LED integrated lamps
any combination you like, the flash rate will still be normal!

This new technology totally eliminates the need for fiddly and awkward load
resistors.

Easy to fit, just locate your fuse board and remove your old Unit and replace it with
this new one.

Brightness of LED Car Bulbs

Standard LED bulbs are generally not as bright as standard incandescent bulbs,
they have many advantages over filament bulbs (longer life, faster on/off times,
lower power consumption, more vivid colours) but brightness is not one of them.
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They are generally not as bright but some of them with large numbers of LEDs, will
appear brighter than filament bulbs.

As an exception, High Power LED car bulbs are as bright or brighter than most
standard filament car bulbs. The light is distributed differently so they can appear
brighter in some applications and not as bright in others, it depends on the size and
shape of the bulb housing and reflector.

Most LED bulbs emit light like a flashlight, all out the end. Regular filament bulbs
emit light from the end and all sides, so they will be better suited for some lighting
applications than LED bulbs. This is the same reason why do LED car bulbs are not
rated in lumens or watts, the numbers would be deceptively low because the light is
measured from all sides and the end on standard filament bulbs but only from the
end on LED bulbs.

This is a straight on LED and hence would be
suitable in a TR7 as follows:-

Amber — Front indicator
Red - Tail Light and Rear Fog Light

The TR7 stop, indicator &
reverse bulbs are all
inserted at 90° to the
lenses they will all
require a bulb like this on
the right.

This is termed a 360° and
so for TR7 rear:-

Red - Stop
Amber — Indicator

Reverse - Clear
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(+)| Opposed Sided Contacts |(~)

L |
fig. 1 fig- 2

NOTE: View dimensional drawings to determine contact type of each wedge base
bulb - Some vehicles have wedge base sockets with contacts on both sides, either
positive and negative contacts on cpposing sides (fig. 2) or positive and negative
contacts on the same side (fig. 1) - In this case (fig. 1), if the contacts on the bulb
wrap completely around the wadge, the contact pins on the bulbs need to ba cut in
half so that the pins reside on one side of the wedge rather than both sides. If not
the bulb may short out the circuit to the socket. Please check wiring on the sockats,
We are not responsible for damage to your vehicle.

Note for miniature wedge base bulbs

It is these wedge lights that present a problem they are available in a
multitude of sizes and colours. The TR7 using wedge bulbs of several sizes
and colours and only 1,2 W and 2.2W so specifying and finding them is

difficult.

| think this is why UK owners seem to use
strip LEDs with to my mind garish results.
These strips are available in an assortment
of colour and length.

What is the difference between Warm White and Cool White?
Warm white and cool white have two different correlated colour temperatures that

are measured in Kelvin. Warm white (2500K~4000K) resembles incandescent light
bulbs, cool white (5000K~8000Kk) resembles fluorescent light bulbs.

Which LEDs bulbs are brightest?
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18 and 45 SMD LED Tower bulbs are by far the brightest Some bulbs are available
with 12, 19, 24 or 30 Standard LEDs, the more LEDs they have, the brighter they
are. Filtering and sorting by Brightness will allow you to easily compare bulb
brightness.

Are your bulbs standard size?

Tail/Brake lights are the standard one inch diameter except for the 30-LED units.
They are 1-5/8 inch diameter so measure to make sure they will fit in your housings.

What is the difference between Narrow and Wide viewing angle?

Some bulbs are available with Narrow or Wide viewing angle. The Wide angle
(approx. 100 degree beam) will light up more area but dimmer than the Narrow
angle. The Narrow angle (approx. 15 degree) will illuminate a smaller area but
brighter than the Wide angle. Bulbs with some LEDs aiming out the end of the bulb
and some radially mounted LEDs aiming out the sides of the bulb. These will
provide a more complete and even light pattern on the vehicle lens.

How do your LED bulbs achieve dual intensity?
Tail/Brake bulbs achieve dual intensity modes by turning all of the LEDs on dim or
all of the LEDs on bright, all of the LEDs are always lit when either mode is active.

If I install LED bulbs in the dash, will the dimmer still work?
Yes, LED bulbs will dim with your dash light intensity control.

Do not use LED bulbs in the same housing with head lamps, the heat will cause
them to fail quickly.

Do not replace the ignition warning light with an LED it will cause the ignition to
not work. | can find no technical reason for this but the reasoning from those TR7
users in the UK and US is that the standard (Non LED) bulb carries a much higher
voltage and is part of the ignition circuit and not part of the lighting circuit.

Eric Fletcher

TRIUMPH TR4A RESTORATION
MAY 2012 TILL OCTOBER 2014

By David and Debbie van der Westhuizen
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In December 2011, Dave and | had been visiting family in Cape Town for Christmas
and Dave had read an advert in the Cape Town Triumph Club magazine about a
TRA4A for sale in Hermanus. The car had belonged to Jamie Hart who had bought
the vehicle as a project to do but then had a change of heart as he was already
working on a TRA4.

We met with Jamie and went to look at the vehicle. It stood in a garage in central
Hermanus where it was being temporarily housed.

Dave gave it a thorough inspection but I, however just saw a rust bucket and a task
too large to imagine. We enjoyed a cup of coffee with Jamie and bade our farewell.
On the journey back to Natal, we both discussed it in length, | let my feelings be
known and we left it at that, or so | thought. From time to time Jamie would phone
Dave and remind him about the TR4A waiting for him in Hermanus. In May 2012, a
TR4A on a car carrier arrived at our gate. Dave had realised that the Hermanus
TR4A could be a good buy and bought the vehicle. You have no idea how glad | am
today that he made that purchase.

Having to get this vehicle down our 500
meter steep driveway, proved to be an
interesting challenge. The engine
obviously didn’t turn and hadn’t turned for a
very long time, the brakes didn’t work and
the tyres were split and very old.
Boermaakaplan Dave attached the car with
= a couple of ropes to the front of his Toyota
{ Fortuner and slowly allowed the car to roll
right down to the garages which were also
around a bit of a bend. The driver of the
car carrier steered whilst | stood on the driveway edge shrieking and panicking like a
distraught female weaver. | did however manage to photograph the event as it
unfolded.
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In time, Dave removed the engine, took the body off and sent the chassis for
sandblasting and painting. He sent the body to £
the paint shop. | spent many hours with the
owner of the paint shop looking for that special
colour, trying to decide which shade would look
best. Our minds were on the same page and
we chose a beautiful dark rich cream which
looks, as so well described by our fellow
Triumph driver lan McDonald, like golden
“Namibian Sand.” Having come from Namibia
myself, this description of a colour from a place
that | had so loved fitted the description of the
colour that we had taken great lengths to find.
When the car emerged from the paint shop in
this “Namibian Sand”, | was horrified.

It looked more like an ice cream bar than a
Sports car.

| had sleepless nights over my choice and
eventually resigned myself to the fact that it will look like a milky bar and | would just
have to live with it for many years to come.

In the meantime whilst the bod had been in the paint shop, Dave had stripped the

> ) ™ engine, cleaned and painted everything and
" had various parts overhauled or fixed. Of
| course there were parts that had to be
| replaced, so the never ending shopping
. spree online with SC Parts, Triumph UK and
| of course Triumph Spares in Johannesburg
was our regular shopping experience. Dave
put a new cam shatft in, replaced the Rocker
arm with a new one and cleaned up and re-
installed the rest of the mechanics. He
cleaned up the carburettors, cleaned out the
fuel tank and had it retreated inside and
repainted. He purchased a new battery and
also reconditioned all the instruments. He
also had the radiator re-cored. The gearbox
(with overdrive) was drained of oil and

replaced with new oil.

The day arrived when the body came home from the paint shop and was reattached
to chassis and finally the engine was replaced into the engine bay. A newly
refurbished Walnut veneer dashboard was installed, new shock absorbers put in,
the brakes, and clutch and gearbox was cleaned up, serviced and replaced. The
springs were tested, cleaned up and installed. A new set of tyres were purchased
and put on and off the car went to the auto electrician for re-wiring with a new loom.
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Once the car was brought back and a new steering wheel was fitted, all the bright
work which had also been re-chromed was put back. The car really started to look
good. | had in the meantime been to choose the interior finishes. | chose brown
raw hide leather with a cream or off white trim and a lighter shade brown for the
carpets. The interior upholsterer then recovered the seats after having replaced the
springs and the seat bases, laid all the carpeting and installed the seats including
the back seat also trimmed with the off white leather.

Once the car was returned to us, Dave then proceeded to connect up the fuel line
which came with its own problems. For some reason the treatment in the fuel tank
started to lift and somehow some paint got into the fuel line and caused somewhat

bigger EZh, ol K8 \ew ) problems. The
tank was /{ o § | 1 then removed, the
fuel line N/ cleaned up and
another " spare tank was
treated, painted and
installed. . Voila! Everything
was y working.

The day that the engine
was started and after
the tappets had been
set and the carburettors
sorted out, the vehicle
was able to be taken for
drive around the block.
| was astounded at the

sound of this beautiful 2.2| engine. | looked at this beautiful little sports car with new
eyes, she had turned into a classy lady, the colour of the car was mesmerising and
every person who saw the car commented on the colour.

The one problem with choosing paint colours for a vehicle is that not every car looks
good in every colour. This was a big gamble | had taken and with all the chrome
work replaced, the interior done, this car was as special as all of us had wanted it to
be. It may be a matter of personal taste and yes, | could have chosen sporty red or
British racing green which it used to be, | could have gone for old English white
(which was its original colour) or any shade of blue but | am very pleased with my
vision and | am even more grateful that Dave who had spent two years restoring this
car shared in my delight with this unusual colour. This chocolate milky bar turned
into a decadent must-have TR4A with an engine that purrs like a Jaguar cat.

| think back to meeting the well known David Rawdon of Rawdon’s Hotels once in
his Matjiesfontein Hotel where Dave and | were spending a couple of days. We
were so thrilled that he stopped by our table, pulled up a chair and spent a good half
hour chatting to us about his beautiful collection of cars.

Little did we know that some years down the line, not long after his death, we would
acquire one of his favourite cars, this special Triumph TR4A which he had imported,
that also came with a British Heritage Certificate.
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To my husband Dave, who took on this huge project just for me, knowing that you
mostly, single handedly, without much mechanical experience, restored this special
car for me and our shared love for classic British sports cars. For sanity’s sake, the
financial costs involved in this restoration will not be revealed.

We can dream and plan our future travels together in my gorgeous Namibian Sand
Triumph TR4A whom | shall name “Davina” (meaning beloved) after you.

The Los Angeles Connection

The Los Angeles Connection

By Don Engdahl, published in Road and Track, January 1977.

Submitted by René de Villiers
What happens if the customer is always right?

The thin, reedy man of about 50 (sunglassed and straw hatted) was sipping a beer
as he slumped in a lawn chair beside his blue-ribboned entry in the small local
antigue auto show. We strolled up and admired his car, and | made the usual inane
compliment about how authentic it looked.

He said: You better believe it — this is the most authentic 1931 Fodor you'll ever
see. She has only 500 miles on the odometer and | put on all but five on myself.
She’s not even broken in yet. | got it.....well, | got it from the dealer, through a friend,
sort of. Sit down there on the running board and let me tell you how it happened,
and you can believe me or not.

One evening a couple of years ago | was leafing through a 1929 parts catalog from

Forney Motors down in L.A., a catalog | picked up at a rummage sale.
| get a tremendous kick out of stuff like that — ads in old magazines, catalogs. Maybe
you've had the same fantasy that grabs me: You read an old ad and you see
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something you want, so you sit down and order one from the guy who placed the ad
and somehow your order is delivered to him. To him then, when the ad was good.
And he fills the order, and somehow it gets back to you, now and there it is, a gizmo
out of the past, brand new.

So | was looking through Forney’s catalog and at the time | was having a hell of a
time finding a pinion gear for a 1928 Chevy | was restoring. | was wishing | could
drive down to L.A. and walk into Forney Motors and buy one like in the catalog for
$6.37.

I’d had a couple of beers and | let the fantasy roll, and pretty soon | filled out the
order blank that was in the catalog and after some thinking | put in the date — August
10, 1929, the right date except for the year.

Before my Dad died he gave me a lucky roll of money he’d kept all during the
Depression — about a $100 in silver certificates — and I'd hung onto it. | dug the roll
out of my shoebox, peeled off $7, and stuck them in the envelope with the order.
Then | walked down to the corner and dropped the envelope in the mailbox.

Crazy, no? But what the hell, the post office would just return the letter, right?
Wrong. Two weeks later the mailman brought me a parcel with $1 due. | ripped it
open and there was the pinion gear for the Chevy and a letter from Forney Motors
thanking me for the business and saying the 63 cents overpayment would be
applied to my next order. It was signed by George Forney himself, and the date was
August 16, 1929.

My wife Madge watched my face as | read the letter and asked if anything was
wrong. Giggling, | said: “Wrong?” Not wrong no, not wrong. All right! | shoved the
letter in my pocket and showed her the pinion gear. Then | sat down with my face to
the TV and thought through the entire six o’clock news.

Maybe, | thought, it was a hoax — but a very convincing one, for | did have the pinion
gear. And a new catalog from Forney’s in the bottom of the box, and it looked fresh
off the press. Hoax or no, | was sure as hell going to try to get some other things |
needed for the Chevy.

In the next couple of months | sent the rest of Dad’s lucky money plus another $100
| bought at a collector’s store to Forney, and some pretty damn original parts went
into that Chevy. All small stuff, of course, since it went through the mail.

The time difference between Forney and me seemed to be locked in by that date |
put on the first order. we stayed in sync, day by day, with an even 47 years
between us. The time for the mail delivery seemed about right — a couple of weeks
between an order and a delivery.

For some reason | didn’t try the deal with anybody but Forney, and | kept the flow of
old money to him and new-old parts to me going steadily because | was afraid if |
even breathed wrong it would stop. And | didn’t tell a soul what was going on.
Eventually the Chevy was finished, and | sent off an order to Forney for a set of
chrome spotlights to put the icing on it, and wondered where to go next. By then, of
course, | was beginning to think in larger terms.

One of the problems was getting the old money to send to Forney. The stuff was
costing me a about $1.80 to the $1.00, but I figured if | slipped even once and send
him money that wasn’t at least 47 years old I'd blow the whole thing.
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Another worry was how long the man would stay in business. The poor bastard was
innocently looking in the teeth of the Great Depression and | wondered long he'd
last after that started.

It was that, mostly, which prompted me to go down to the library early in the Chevy
part-buying stage and read the old Los Angeles newspapers on microfilm. |
discovered that old George was pretty well known in Los Angeles in his day, and
also that Forney Motors didn’t go under until 1936. As | read — a social note here, a
business item there — | picked up some personal information about his wife and kids
which | began to slip in with my orders for odds and ends for the Chevy.

| found out another interesting thing: George became a partner in a new bank in L,A.
in September 1930. | waited for the time to come around (in his time) and then wrote
to him and asked if he’d mind opening a savings account for me, that I'd like to have
a little something in his bank.

He was delighted, he wrote back, and | scraped together $500 — a bunch of 1928
series 20’s with the gold seal, some 50’s from the 1929 series with the brown seal
and a pair of 1929 100’s. All told it cost me close to $900 in new money.

The bank survived the depression (without George) and after a little preliminary and
cautious talking with my lawyer | went down to L.A. and siphoned off some of the
money that had built up over the years.

Then | became a really big buyer of old paper, snapping up 1928 and 1929 bills
from dealers across the country. (They told me the money was not a good
investment!)

As | got the money, mostly in Federal Reserve $100’s, | fed it back to George, this
time into a checking account at his bank. (Although I've often wondered, | can'’t
imagine what all this did to the bank. But at least | didn’t panic during the
Depression, and maybe that helped them some.)

By this time, as you can imagine, George and | were real pen pals. He invited me to
come down and stop by to see him, and when he’d get elected president of the
Chamber of Commerce or some such I'd send a timely note of congratulation: he’d
ask how it went with me, and I'd write back fine.

He never questioned my secrecy, probably because he was all businessman:
Accept a customer for what he wants to be. For all I know, he thought | was some
kind of crook.

When | finally hoped our friendship-by-mail was ripe enough, | wrote to him and
asked him to do something he might think really odd, but that | had my reasons. And
| held my breath until | got an answer: He would.

What he did was to drop by the local Ford agency and pick me out a brand-new
1931 Ford Fordor Sedan. He paid for it with a signed blank check on my 1931
account in the L.A bank, and he sent me the keys and title. | also asked him to park
it on Figueroa near 9™ Street in L.A. precisely at midnight five days after sending the
title and keys.

| got them in the mail March 1: the packet was postmarked April 29, 1931. The
morning of March 3, | caught a commuter flight to L.A., took the Airporter downtown,
checked into a hotel on Figueroa and got a room overlooking 9*".
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| was as excited as a kid on Christmas and | sat by the window all evening, the
Ford'’s ignition key in my pocket and a set of borrowed antique licence plates laid out
on the bed.

It took forever, but midnight came, and another 15 minutes. And no car. | had to go
to the john — | was practically crazy with anticipation and disappointment- and when
| got back to the window the Ford was sitting in a no-parking zone about 100ft up the
street.

| ran down, unlocked her, climbed in and fired her up. Damn! She smelled brand
new and ran like a dream! And she was still warm. | wheeled her into the hotel
garage and in a few minutes | had the plates on her.

Then | stood back and just admired her for a long time, moving in now and then to
feel the upholstery and wonder at the engine.

Eventually | went back to my room and tried to sleep but | was too excited. | packed
my suitcase, checked out and started for home in my new Ford, easing her along
the deserted back roads at 30, taking care to break the engine in right.

Since then George has got me a 1931 Model PA Plymouth sedan (Floating Power,
free-wheeling, hydraulic brakes) and as soon as the new models come out I'm going
to order a 1932 Ford Deluxe Phaeton with dual fender-mount spares with covers, a
luggage rack and an Auto-lite manifold heater.

I’m winning trophies at antique auto shows like this one, although some say my cars
aren’t finished as nicely as they might be. | tell them | am a true authentic buff, and
that means | even include the little imperfections that cars had in those days.

At first | felt a little cheap about it. | mean, a guy puts in a couple of thousand hours,
maybe, turning a rusted old hulk into a like-new car, and all | do is go to L.A .and
pick them up.

But then, | wonder. See that Stutz Le Baron over there? That's Al Hazlip’s, and like
me, he never shows anybody his workshop.

Or, look at that White Steamer the fellow from Sacramento brought here this year.
Could have come right off the showroom floor, couldn’t it?

So now you know where Rene gets those hardtop find parts from.

Ed

Sabrina in the future ?

Your September Sabrina was unfortunately late so please submit the Questionnaire found
as a loose A4 page and submit to Gerhard Vorster before January 15t 2015.

For sale

Does your TR2/3/3A need a new windscreen?

If so contact Rene de Villiers urgently on 0833174339.

He has 3 only brand new at R1,300.00 each.

First come first served but remember you will have to collect them.
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Rene also has the following new spares surplus to requirements available at
discounted prices.

TR5/6 Distributor Cap Part No GDC1152 R25 was R50 (2 only)

TR2/3/EA Speedo angle drive at gearbox Part No 120694 R250 was R500
Tr2/3/3A Thermostat Housing Part No 203781 R250 was R500

Warning don’t underinsure

You will all of you have read in the September Sabrina Gordon Waring’s lucky
escape from hitting a Kudu in his TR6. The good news is that he has found himself a
metal hardtop.

Now for the bad news, the damage to the 6 is put at R156,000 and Fussel’s are
only paying 62% of the claim giving Gordon R 93,000 .

Now Gordon had in July renewed his Insurance with Fussel's at

R150,000 , a value given to him in Cape Town . If you look at John Dobbins figures
It would seem that he should have insured it for between R300,000 & R 350,000.
There were articles in both the March and September issues of Sabrina pointing out
the apparent fact that we were undervaluing our Triumphs.

Someone said to me that Gordon’s car being LHD was not worth as much here as a
RHD car. The point is that be the Triumph LHD or RHD the repair costs would
identical.

In case you haven't realised, and | am sure that Rene can enlarge on this, that while
spares from the likes of Rimmer or Moss have stayed at the same £ price for some
time, in Rand terms, because of the exchange rate, they have risen by 25% or even
more before shipping.

| therefore believe that it makes sense to carefully examine your Triumphs value and
as a guide have therefore repeated John Dobbin’s valuation article following.

Eric Fletcher

Insurance Values 2014/15

Points 5 10 15 20 25/ Silver Gold
Bronze

Roadster |55 110 165 220 275 330 385

TR2 -6 50 100 150 200 250 300 350

TR8 & 40 80 120 160 200 240 280

Stag
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TR7 Soft |25 50 75 100 125 150 175
Top

+ GT6
TR7 Hard |20 40 60 80 100 120 140
Top

+ Spitfire
Vitesse 15 20 45 60 75 90 105
+
Dolomite
Saloons |12 24 30 40 60 72 84

In order to keep up with market trends and increased costs of restoration the
insurance values of our cars have been adjusted to the above values (in Kilo Rand).
The points scoring system remains the same as before where each section
(bodywork, interior, wheels and tyres, mechanical and engine compartments) are
evaluated out of a maximum of 5 points and total out of 25 arrived at for the car,
from which a value is arrived at. The Concours at the National Gatherings is an
excellent barometer of the overall condition of the cars so we continue to put a value
to a car reaching bronze, silver or gold medal status so if your car reached these
heights at the 2014 Nationals and you want to increase the insured value of your
car, send proof to the brokers and the value will be increased.

If you have any questions please contact me on 011 6792954(h) or

082508091 (cell).

John Dobbins

For sale

Ivor Carlson wishes to sell his 1973 GT6 MKIII. He is asking R85,000 , the engine,
gearbox and overdrive have been completely overhauled and the head has been
redone to suit unleaded fuel. With leather upholstery and a having done just over
— 100,000 miles.
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Contact lvor on 083 384 5490 or ivorcarlson@gmail.com

Keep your drains clean

By Dennis Cook

This article may prove of help to owners of Michelotti styled cars, and the TR,
which shares a common tub.

| had noticed over past months that my TR6 was being attacked by the dreaded rust
cancer; with rust showing through on the firewall where there is a welded seam just
next to the location of the clutch master cylinder. It was only after washing the car
thoroughly one day and then moving on to clean the engine compartment that | saw
clear water weeping from the seams. Like all rust problems, the damage is usually
far gone by the time that it is noticed. Looking at the Moss parts catalogue | noted
that it says for these cars that “water drainage from the plenum is very important if
wet carpets and feet are to be avoided. Regular clearing of the drain hoses with a
flexible rod will dislodge any congealing rain soaked leaves or small furry fauna
which might otherwise block the system. A longer water drain hose can be fitted to
take the water out of the wing box section. Whilst | had not been experiencing either
wet carpets or wet feet, it was obvious that a build-up of water in the plenum was the
cause of rust on the firewall.

Having removed the carpets on the sides of the cockpit | found the said black rubber
drain hoses in the corner of the cockpit on each side. They were obviously solidly
clogged with insects and dirt. There is a little tube drain from the plenum chamber
and in my case the tubes were already pretty corroded. See pictures. Luckily there
was enough metal to clean up the rust and treat it because welding new ones in
place would be quite a tricky job. A short piece of hose drains the water into the box
section between the front fenders and the side of the tub. Dreading what | would
find, | removed the splash plates from inside the fenders to see whether there was
any corrosion from the water drain. Surprisingly these chambers were in good
condition-or perhaps not so surprising considering that no water was draining into
them.

The first thing that | did was to spray these box sections liberally with Tectyl, to
protect against any future dampness. Then it was off to the local Midas branch to
purchase a couple of metres of rubber pipe to carry out the mod suggested by
Moss. | found 2 rubber grommets with an ID of 20mm in my parts bin, which suited
the new drain pipes and then cut holes in the bottom of the splash plates to suit the
grommets. The splash plates are sealed with a rubber profile on the one side and
screws on the other. Whilst one may find a suitable profile locally | ordered these
from Rimmer; cleaned everything up and fitted the splash plates with the new pipes
draining from the plenum chamber through the grommets into the inside of the
wheel arch. A can of water poured in the plenum drained speedily and satisfactorily
through the new pipes showing that everything was clear.
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My car is a CR series which does not have the vent lid sealing of the CP and earlier
cars. Since | have had the car, it has never had a wire gauze underneath the plastic
vent; which explains why there was an accumulation of goggas in the drains from
the plenum. A suitable aluminium mesh from the local hardware store was cut to fit
and should hopefully solve the problem for the future. Unfortunately all that remains
Is to have a specialist cut open the firewall to remove the rusted portion.

If you carry out regular simple maintenance on the drains you will be sure not to face
the problems that | experienced.

THE CHRISTMAS QUIZ

Be warned this is not an easy one.

The Honourable Sir Frederick ffanshaw - Smythe (Fred for short) lives next door to
Jaco’s Triumph workshop. Customers to the workshop often find its small car park
full and leave their Triumphs outside Fred’s house for a few minutes, which makes
him apoplectic with rage.

This week five unsuspecting customers of Jaco have just stopped briefly in front of
Fred’'s’ house while visiting Jaco causing Fred to vent his anger in a variety of ways.

The Triumphs concerned were TR2, Spitfire, Stag, TR4 and a TR7.

The time that they were parked in front of Fred’s house were (randomly) 2,4,6,8 and
10 minutes. Fred expressed his disapproval in one of the following ways, blocked
them in, put a fake clamp on their wheels. Put a fake parking ticket on their
windscreen, put a fake towing away notice on their windscreen and a warning notice
also on their windscreen. The days were Monday through Friday .

Now from the following clues can you say which Triumph was left outside Fred’s
house, on which day, for how long and what did Fred do to it.

CLUES

1. The Spitfire had been parked longer than the Triumph that Fred attached fake
parking clamps to but a shorter time that angered Fred on Thursday, which wasn'’t
the Triumph he attached a fake parking ticket to that had not been parked there for
the shortest time.

2. The TR7 left Fred hopping mad the day after he blocked a Triumph in with his
own car and the day before a Triumph was left out side Fred'’s for
four whole minutes.

3. On Wednesday a Triumph was parked outside Fred’s for four minutes longer than
the TR2 that annoyed Fred the day before he left a fake Towing Away notice under
a Triumph’s windscreen wiper.

4.The TR4 was left outside Fred'’s for half of the time of the Triumph that Fred
attached a threatening warning notice.
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5. The car that annoyed Fred on Tuesday wasn'’t parked for exactly eight minutes.

Enjoy it.
Eric Fletcher

follow the oil leak
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HOUSE OF CLASSIC
& SPORTS CAARS

Sales: 082 566 7897 / 082 921 4156
Showroom: 081 325 1507

email infd@hocasc.co.za
www.hocasc.co.za

Our Showroom/Workshop is at 70, Main Road, Knysna (N2)

We buy & sell all makes of classic, sports & vintage cars. Consignment sales welcome.

1977 Austin Mini Clubman - R80 000

1978 Buick Park Avenue — R95 000 1956 Morris Minor 1000 V8 — R140 000

ALSO: 1973 Rover 3.5 V8... 1967 MGB Roadster... 1967 MGB GT... 1969 Rambler Rogue... 1937 Mercedes Benz 170V... 1950 MG TD
1980 Mercedes 280SL...1968 Wolsely 1660... 1986 Porsche 924S... 1958 Buick Special... 1974 Volvo 164... 1958 De Soto...
1964 MGA... 1983 Porsche 944... 1935 DKW Cabriolet... 1971 MGB Roadster... 1941 Chevrolet Panel Van... 1952 Opel Kapitan...
1955 Ford Customline...1984 Porsche 944... 1946 Lincoln Sedan... 1965 Mercedes Benz 230S Fintail.... plus...plus...plus.
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