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web sites 
 

With regions now starting to have their own Web Sites and hopefully 
regularly update them 
This page will list all the local ones plus any worthwhile international 
ones 

NATIONAL ???? 
 

Bloemfontein ???? 

Cape Town ???? 

KZN www.tscckzn.co.za 

PE www.tsccpe.co.za 
 

Pretoria www.pretoriatriumphclub.co.za 
 

JHB www.triumphclubjoburg.co.za 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TR Register www.tr-register.co.uk Highly Professional 

 
TR Drivers Club www.trdrivers.com 

The best TR7/TR8 Forum www.forumtr7.com The easiest to use 
 

Stag Owners Club www.stag.org.uk 
 

Club Triumph www.clubtriumph.org.uk 

Triumph Sports 6 Club www.tscc.org.uk 
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See you in 2016 
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Editorial 
What a wonderful Nationals the Caapenaars missed, that is to say with the exception of Daan 
Barkhuizen and Daans Carstens who in true Voortrekker spirit made the round trip Trek of 
almost 4,000 km in Daanôs 1957 TR3, while Gerhard and Suzette Vorster flew.  
An even longer journey of roughly 5,000 km there and back was undertaken by Chris Buckley, 
albeit in a plastic, all the way from Ngala in Malawi   
The Pretorians and Joburgers as usual made their trek fun by most of them travelling in convoy 
and stopping over at the Green Lantern for a 40th party.  
Why canôt those from the Mother City be as adventuresome? 
We also had the pleasure of meeting TR Register members from Europe  
 
 
 
with John and Chris Verwecken from Belgium  
and Dave Warne  
and Gwen from the UK.  
Dave presented our club with a Silver Salver on 
behalf of the TR Register. 
 
 
Apart for one day the weather was perfect, the 
accommodation great and much time was spent 
on the beach and in the sea.  
This did not detract from the cleaning activities on the Sunday in preparation for the Concours at 

the Ramsgate beachfront.  
What a superb venue complete with the beach, restaurant and balcony bar. Oh and notôs let us 
forget the assistance of the friendly police clearing the route for our cars. 
There was to my mind only one strange occurrence and that was the large number of British 
Union Jacks displayed at the Gala Evening.  
Why the Union Jackôs no one seemed to know and then, with the exception of one, they were all 
upside down, strange. 
So more than 160 TR enthusiasts had a wonderful week, renewing old friendships and making 
new ones.  
A great thank you to Dave Blair and his team for an affair to remember. 
Ed 
  



 

ChairmŀƴΩǎ /Ƙŀǘ 
 
I am sure that everyone that attended the national gathering in Leisure Bay had an absolutely 
great time and that we are looking forward to the next one in two yearsô time.  There will be without 
a doubt a number of reports and feedback given in this edition of Sabrina covering different 
aspects of the event. I would like to use this medium and opportunity to again thank Dave Blair 
and the organising committee for hosting us all and for all the hard work that they did to ensure 
that it was well executed and everything was done professionally, keeping in mind that they had 
huge expense in doing so. I also want to thank Peter and Cathy Roostee for their love and 
assistance and those they made their TR7 available for me and Suzette to use during the event. 
Know that we really appreciate it. Also a huge thanks to our overseas visitors Dave and Gwen 
Worne and John and Chris Verwecken, we trust you enjoyed the event and the South African 
hospitality. 
I also enjoyed meeting new people and ñoldò friends that we sometimes only see every second 
year and had great time catching up with them. The only challenge I have is that although I tried, 
it is just impossible to get to talk to everyone at an event like this, so if I did not catch up with you, 
please forgive me and I will try again next time.  My view is that the duration of the event was 
perfect as there was enough free time to do whatever you wanted to do and not having to rush 
around and run out of time.  
The national committee was elected and I want to congratulate each and every member who was 
elected in their respective positions. Refer to the minutes of the Biennial General Meeting (BGM) 
Thank you for making yourself available to assist with the different portfolios. I want to also thank 
John Roets who was our treasurer for the past number of years and stood down now, for his hard 
work and dedication, know that we appreciate it. Welcome also to Ed Grondel who is our new 
treasurer and we know that the finances will be in good hands. Thanks also to Rene de Villiers 
who updated the constitution with the amendments ratified at the BGM.  
We had a healthy debate about the locations of the future national gatherings, as our members 
and cars are getting older and the cost of attending and event such as this is increasing year on 
year. We did not come to a conclusion but agreed that the status quo is maintained until further 
notice, which is that the hosting centre decides on where to host the event, trying to keep it within 
reasonable distance from their centre. The Cape Town centre proposed that the event be held in 
the Oudtshoorn region in the Little Karoo, although it is 400 plus kilometres from Cape Town 
towards the Eastern Cape.  



There is ample accommodation, places to visit and site seeing with Ostrich farms, caves for the 
energetic and wine farms to visit. The Outeniqua, Swartberg mountain ranges and Meirings Poort 
scenic drives are there to enjoy with your Triumph top down ï or top up if you want to. The majority 
of members were in favour of it, but a decision was made at the BGM to send a questionnaire to 
the members to get a view of more members on what to do about future locations of these 
important events. This is being  put together and will be published in Septemberôs Sabrina. In this 
way we hope that we can get your opinions and take them into account at the next BGM if a 
decision is to be made. We want your opinion please. 
For you that have not attended an event such as the national gathering, please consider it, you 
will not be disappointed, that I can promise you. Just talk to any of your fellow club members who 
attended an event already, get their feedback and prepare yourself and your triumph for the next 
event which will be held in April 2016. 
Thatôs it from me for now, enjoy the FIFA soccer world cup hosted in Brazil, please do take care, 
enjoy your Triumph, family and friends and donôt take anything for granted, appreciate it. 
Triumphant Regards, 
Gerhard Vorster 
 
 

REGISTRARS REPORT 
 
Strange how luck can change when it comes to finding new Triumph details for the 
register.  At the recent registrarôs report submitted at the BGM in KZN I indicated that 
the growth in new Triumph details accessed in the register slowed down remarkably 
between 2012 and 2014. I lamented the fact that only 35 new cars were accessed in 
that period and that it was a mere 3,36 percent of the total. However, in the two weeks 
since my return from the nationals I managed to acquire the details of 5 cars not 
previously recorded in the register. How about that! 
While preparing my report for the BGM I consulted previous reports I compiled during 
the period from 2000 when I started the current register in an effort to trace the growth 
of the number of cars recorded up to the present day. This reflected in the table below: 

YEAR NUMBER OF CARS INCREASE PERCENTAGE GROWTH 

2000 - - - 

2002 453 453 100,0 

2004 636 183 40,39 

2006 815 179 28,14 

2008 853 38 4,66 

2010 931 78 9,14 

2012 1039 108 11,60 

2014 1079 40 3,84 

 
Growth has clearly slowed down and it appears as if most of the cars that at some or 
other stage belonged to club members have their details recorded in the register. 
Having said that, a substantial proportion of these cars appear to have changed hands  



since the details were recorded initially. The consequence is that much detail have become 
dated in terms of the name of the last owner, the TSCC centre the car is currently in, and the 
town or city where the present owner resides.  
Cars even undergo colour changes in addition to engine and gearbox swaps, and these are 
rarely reported to the registrar. 
Why all the fuss, you may ask. If the details of the car are in the register why must it constantly 
be updated? In order to answer this question we must ask ourselves why the TSCC established 
and maintains a register of Triumphs at all. We should in the first place remember that the club 
in South Africa started off as the TR Register and that its raison dôetre or reason for existence 
was based on the Triumph TRôs recorded in the register of cars. This is still the case in the 
United Kingdom and elsewhere where TR clubs exist as TR Registers. 
After purchasing a Triumph, or even before doing so, many people from time to time consult me 
about the history of the car, or about the correct commission and engine numbers, and in terms 
of the post 1980 vehicles, about the correct VIN.  This is a very important service and resource 
that the club has available not only to club members but the óTriumph communityô at large. This 
service can only function properly if the register is kept up to date. For that to happen, the 
register and the registrar is highly dependent on the support and information provided by club 
members.  
The Triumph register is an integral part of TSCC and every member has a responsibility to do 
his individual bit towards its maintenance. What is good for the register is good for the club. 
Centre committee members, and club secretaries and chairpersons in particular, are the people 
to which the club and all its structures, including the register, are entrusted to and they are 
supposed to be the custodians of the club, its members and resources. If they neglect to keep 
the registrar informed they must be happy to have a register with dated information and a 
second or third-rate resource known as the club register. Do you now understand why I, 
wearing the hat of the registrar, at times can be such a nag and a pain in an uncomfortable part 
of your body? It most certainly is not because it is a pleasure, but it is for the good of the 
register and therefore the good of the club, including each member selling or acquiring a 
Triumph without informing the registrar! 
Nols Pienaar 
Registrar  
 

Minutes of BGM  
 
 

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA 
MINUTES OF THE 19TH BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CLUB HELD ON 29th 

APRIL 2014 IN THE CONFERENCE HALL, T.O. STRAND RESORT, LEISURE BAY, PORT 
EDWARD AT THE TIME OF THE CLUBôS 2014 NATIONAL GATHERING. 

 
PRESENT: Alan Grant (National President); Gerhard Vorster (National Chairman); Nols Pienaar 
(National Registrar); Eric Fletcher (Editor, Sabrina); René de Villiers (Spares Administrator, 
SAMCA Representative, and Secretary for the meeting); plus 56 members as per the 
attendance register. 
 
WELCOME AND APOLOGIES: The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the 19th Biennial 
Gathering of the Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa (the Club). Before proceeding with the 
business of the meeting the Chairman called for a moment of silence to honour Club members 
who had passed away since the previous meeting. On behalf of the Club he extended his 
condolences to the bereaved families of the late members who will be sorely missed. 
The following apologies for non-attendance were recorded: Dave Sawyer; Dave and Colleen 
Fraser; Eileen le Roux; John Roets; Bob Pretorius; Shirley Lambiris; Val Bowden; John 
Fletterman; Mervyn Cronje; David Ball; Chris Buckley; Milé Vermaak; Paula Koncki; Mike 
Gilchrist; Ingrid Orrock; Eleanor and Walter Muller; Allan, Louise and James Halvorsen; Gary 
Booyens; Gary, Cheryl and Edgar Mc Master; Linda Eaton; Sandy Farrell; Rudi Venter;  Eddy 
Grondel; Frank Dreher; Dennis Cook. 
It was recorded that the Agenda and Notice of the meeting had been published in the December 
2013 issue of Sabrina. Two items were added to ñGeneralò. 
The Chairman declared the meeting as duly constituted. 
 
MINUTES OF THE 18th BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 28th APRIL 2012: The 



minutes of the meeting had been published in the June 2012 issue of Sabrina and were taken 
as read. Adoption of the minutes was proposed by Gerhard Vorster and seconded by John 
Dobbins. The minutes were adopted. 
 
MATTERS ARISING:  There were no matters arising from the above meeting. 
 
NATIONAL CHAIRMANôS REPORT  (Gerhard Vorster) 
Quite a lot has happened since our last gathering at Plettenberg Bay in 2012 and it is good to be 
together again with you all in Kwa-Zulu Natal. All the centres are in good standing, operating 
positively and actively. Electronic media makes it possible to keep up to date with the activities in 
the various regions and I have to commend the editors of the various regional newsletters for the 
high standard publications for the members and other centres. Same goes to the editor of Sabrina, 
Eric Fletcher, thank you for your diligence and tenacity.  
It takes a lot of tasks and activities behind the scenes to manage a club such as ours and to keep 
up to date with changes in legislation, which sometimes makes you wonder where it will all end 
up, but members such as Ren® de Villiersô ability and tenacity ensures that the club conforms to 
the factors outside of our control and ñwillò sometimes are adhered to. Huge thanks to Ren® for 
doing an absolute sterling job and keeping us up to date.    I would also like to take this opportunity 
of thanking Dave Blair and his organising committee for hosting us and for the arrangements and 
hard work during the past two years. 
 
We changed the web hosting to IAFRICA and the website content were lost during this transition, 
but I have contracted to have a brand new website commissioned which should be up and running 
by the end of June 2014.  
 
Social media is also playing a bigger role in all our lives and most clubs has a Facebook page or 
Whatsapp to keep in touch with their members and friends and I encourage you to participate in 
these ever evolving media which makes it so easy to keep up to date and in touch. This is the 
way of the future, use it and enjoy it. 
I thank you for attending this event and ask that you take this positive message back to your 
centres and to encourage the members that did not attend, to participate in local, regional and 
national events. Also encourage younger members to join and become active in the management 
of the centres. 
Thank you, this concludes my report. 
 
NATIONAL REGISTRARôS REPORT  (Nols Pienaar) 
When I was appointed registrar in April 2000 I started a new register of Triumph cars in South 
Africa because the old register contained only limited details of cars (commission number, 
engine number, and the name of the last known owner) and it could therefore not serve as basis 
for the new register. It was, however, a useful database for cross referencing commission and 
engine numbers in cases where these were incomplete or suspect.   
Now, twelve years later, it perhaps is useful to look at the growth of our ónewô register from 
reports tabled at the consecutive Biennial General Meetings: 
 
TABLE 1: GROWTH OF TRIUMPH DETAILS IN REGISTER 
 

YEAR NUMBER OF CARS INCREASE PERCENTAGE GROWTH 

2000 - - - 

2002 453 - - 

2004 636 183 40,39 

2006 815 179 28,14 

2008 853 38 4,66 

2010 931 78 9,14 

2012 1039 108 11,60 

2014 1074 35 3,36 

 
The details of relatively few new cars were recorded during the past two years. Thanks to 
individual members such as Bill Sales (Pretoria) who regularly surfs the internet to see what 
Triumphs are being advertised on Gumtree and elsewhere, I regularly acquire information on 
new non-club Triumph leads to follow up. During the past year I received fairly little information 
on new club cars from centre secretaries.  



My main concern is the fact that cars change hands without new ownership details being 
reported to the registrar. I discovered that much ownership information contained in the register 
was dated, and in an effort to rectify the situation, I prepared seven hard copies of the register 
books containing the various model registers in order to hand each centre chairman a copy at 
the 2012 national gathering. My request was that the register lists be examined to see if the 
ownership details in the register were still correct, and that I should have received a report 
within a period of six month. With the exception of Pretoria, Port Elizabeth, and Bloemfontein 
Centres, the initiative in terms of the rest unfortunately became an exercise in futility.  
During the past two years I from time to time received information about new members and their 
Triumphs from Johannesburg and Kwazulu-Natal Centres, plus a few from Cape Town. 
However, responses in terms of confirmation or changes to what appeared in the existing 
register I handed out at Plettenberg Bay, was confined to the three cooperating centres only.  
Also, it was easier for me to follow up and contact new members for their car details in the past 
when their names, addresses and Triumphs owned were published in Sabrina, but unfortunately 
that source does not exist any longer.  
 
TABLE 2: TRIUMPHS IN REGISTER ACCORDING TO TYPE 
 

TYPE OF TRIUMPH APRIL 2012 APRIL 2014 INCREASE PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL 

TR 485 504 19 46,9 

Spitfire 306 316 10 29,4 

GT6 32 33 1 3,1 

Stag 28 28 - 2,6 

Herald 37 38 1 3,5 

Vitesse 9 10 1 0,9 

Six cylinder saloons 120 122 2 11,4 

Four cylinder saloons 12 12 - 1,1 

Oldies 11 11 - 1,0 

TOTAL 1040 1074 34 100,0 

 
The TRôs are clearly the best represented ranging from the TR2 to the TR8. The only absent 
models are the TR3B and the TR250, but that is to be expected because both types were built 
for the North American market exclusively. 
 
TABLE 3:  TRôs IN REGISTER ACCORDING TO MODEL 
 

TR MODEL APRIL 2012 April 2014 INCREASE PERCENTAGE OF TRôs 

TR2 44 46 2 9,1 

TR3 75 82 7 16,2 

TR3A 86 91 5 18,1 

TR4 18 18 - 3,6 

TR4A 32 32 - 6,3 

TR5 12 12 - 2,4 

TR6 69 72 3 14,3 

TR7 145 146 1 28,9 

TR8 4 5 1 0,9 

TOTAL 485 504 19 100,0 

   
The Sidescreens constitute 43% of all the TRôs, the Michelotti TRôs (TR4/4A/5) appear to have 
reached saturation point, while the TR7 is the best represented single model among the TRôs 
(29%).  
Among the Spitfires the Mk3 is not only the best represented of the model type, but the most 
numerous single Triumph model in the entire register (160 cars and 26% of all Spitfires). Since 
the MK1/2/3 enjoyed local assembly in SA they, as expected, constitute the overwhelming 
majority  (88%) of all Spitfires. 
We have seen no growth in the number of Stags during the past three years, while GT6 growth 
has virtually come to a standstill. The growth numbers among small Triumph saloons and the 
Oldies (Super Seven, Roadster, Mayflower, etc.) appear to have become exhausted too. 
Until next time, 
Nols  
 



TREASURERôS REPORT ON THE NATIONAL ACCOUNTS. 
 
The above had been published in the March 2014 issue of Sabrina.  
Adoption of the Accounts was proposed by Heinz Koncki and seconded by Peter Rostee. The 
report and accounts were duly adopted. 
 
EDITOR OF SABRINA : REPORT. 
 
Eric Fletcher recorded that he enjoyed his role as Editor of the magazine, and requested one 
and all to note the closing dates for contributions that were published in each issue. Late 
contributions were not published.  He also noted that names and details of new members would 
be published if these were submitted in time by the various Centres.  
 
Following a suggestion by Gino Cassieri, it was agreed that the cut-off date for submission of 
member lists be changed from 15th February to the end of February. This postponement would 
enable Centres to collect subscriptions at the start of the year, but would result therein that the 
March edition of Sabrina would be held over until mid-March. New members who joined during 
the course of the year would receive Sabrina only after their subscriptions had been received.  It 
was noted that Sabrina was not published on a website at this point. 
 
SPARES FUND: REPORT AND SPARES FUND STATEMENTS 
 
The above had been published in the December 2013 issue of Sabrina. Adoption of the report 
and accounts was proposed by Beyers Vermaak and seconded by Heinz Koncki. The report 
and accounts were duly adopted. 
 
NATIONAL ACCOUNTS : GRAHAM CHEETHAM FUND  
 
Alan Grant confirmed that he and Gino Cassieri were the trustees of the fund. There was 
approximately R1 800,00 in the account, which earned interest. The fund was originally initiated 
to assist Graham Cheetham with his medical expenses.  After discussion it was agreed that 
alternative uses for the funds as well as new sources of funding be considered. 
 
SAMCA REPORT 
 
René de Villiers  reported that in the course of the year the National Department of Transport 
had introduced microdots, which issue had been reported on in Sabrina. He recorded his thanks 
to Dave Rademan who had submitted a wide ranging set of observations and questions on, 
inter alia, the road-worthying of vehicles, responses to which had been circulated to Centres for 
dissemination to Club members. SAMCA had introduced a revised indemnity form. Organisers 
of events should request all participants to complete these forms. 
 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 
 
Proposed amendments to the Clubôs constitution had been published in Sabrina of June 2013. 
These concerned a correction to the Clubôs name; the completion of indemnity forms; the 
composition of the National Committee and the method to be followed for the approval of 
expenditure, including the ratification of past expenditure. The motion was proposed by Beyers 
Vermaak, seconded by Gerald Habig, and adopted by the meeting. 
 
AMENDMENTS TO THE SPARES FUND CONSTITUTION 
 
A proposed amendment to the Spares Fund constitution was published in Sabrina of June 
2013, concerning an increase in the working capital of the fund. The motion was proposed by 
John Dobbins, seconded by Beyers Vermaak and adopted by the meeting. 
 
GENERAL 
 
Club insurance scheme 
 
John Dobbins noted that apart from very reasonable rates, the main advantage of the Clubôs 
insurance scheme was that cars were insured on agreed values and not market values. He also 



noted that the schedule on values was being updated. He urged participating Club members to 
read their policies carefully. In addition to comprehensive coverage, benefits included battery 
and breakdown assistance, car hire and accommodation. Cover was extended to family 
members and drivers who are members of old car clubs.   
 
National Gathering 2016 
 
Gerhard Vorster confirmed that according to the previously agreed Rota, Cape Town Centre 
would be hosting the 2016 National Gathering. The provisional venue was Oudtshoorn. 
Gino Cassieri pointed out that members, and their cars were getting older and that the matter of 
having National Gatherings at some centralised venue should again be considered, as should 
financial assistance for deserving Club members. 
After extensive debate it was agreed to compile a comprehensive questionnaire on the subject, 
and that Club members be invited to, firstly, submit questions they would like to see included in 
the questionnaire. 
 
Promotion of Spares Fund 
 
At the suggestion of René de Villiers, it was agreed to request Centres to add a flag/tab to their 
websites styled as follows:     ñSpares: The Club imports spare parts each month. For more 
information contact the Spares Administrator at email address:  
triumphclubspares@telkomsa.netò 
Proposed amendment to the Constitution: Quorum 
The Constitution required a 10% of countrywide membership as a quorum at biennial general 
meetings. René de Villiers proposed that this figure be reduced to 5%, and that it be debated at 
the 2016 BGM. 
 
ELECTION OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE  
  
The following persons were proposed and unanimously elected to the positions indicated:   
National ChairmanééééééééééééééGerhard Vorster 
National Registraréééééééééééééé Nols Pienaar 
Sabrina EditorééééééééééééééééEric Fletcher 
SAMCA Representative..ééééééééééé.René de Villiers 
Spares Fund  Administrator  ééééééééé  René de Villiers   
National Treasurer :                                                Ed Grondel had agreed to stand for the 
vacancy created by the resignation of John Roets. His candidacy was proposed by John Craig, 
seconded by Bill and adopted by the meeting. He would initially be assisted by Martin Worth. 
Although not a member of the National Committee, it was noted that John Dobbins  would 
continue to oversee the Clubôs insurance scheme. 
 
CLOSURE 
There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed. 
 
Confirmed on ééééééééééééééééééé(date) 
atééééééééééééééééééééé.(place) 
 
Signedééééééééééééééééééééééééé     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NATIONALS 2014 
 
T O STRAND, KZN 
 

Being part of the organising committee for Nationals 2014 was a new 
experience for me. I was amazed at just how much planning, organisation, 
visits to the venue and meeting after meeting was involved over the two 
years from the Nationals at Plett. 
We at KZN, would like to say a big thank you to all the Triumph members 
who attended Nationals as without you, there would have been no 
Nationals event.   Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to those members who 
started out on the route south but whose beloved Triumphs did not make it.    
After months of hard work on the cars they must have been heartbroken, 
but even so, many still managed to join us and have fun.   
 

 We were very privileged 
to have Chris and John 
from Belgium, and Gwen 
and Dave from UK who 
graciously presented a 
silver salver to Gerhard, 
our National Chairman.  
We sincerely hope they 

enjoyed the rest of their stay in our beautiful country. 
It was a great occasion to meet up with friends weôd 
not seen for a couple or more years and to 
enjoy the events which had been planned by 
the folk involved on the various committees.   
An event such as Nationals just does not 
happen.    A very big thank you to all 
involved.    Even the weather, with the 
exception of the wind and rain on ócleaning 
dayô, generally played its part and we were 
mostly blessed with beautiful sunshine and able to dabble our feet in the 
warm sea and feel the sand between our toes.  
I find it very difficult to decide which function was the best for me; was it the 
Welcome Braai where everyone, despite being tired after their long 
journeys, were delighted to meet up with óoldô friends again and enjoy the 
delicious food prepared by T O Strand.     Or was it the 40th Celebrations 
put together and presented so well by Rosemary and Darryl Hurter, and not 
too many dry eyes as we all linked hands for the lusty singing of Auld Lang 
Syne to the accomplished playing of David Blair on his bagpipes, or was it 
the James Bond- themed Gala Dinner and prize giving where we all had a 
chance to don our glad rags and be entertained by two very suave James 
Bond look a likes in Ron Harris and Dave van der Westhuizen and enjoy 
the beautiful  venue, decorated by Estelle and Brian Kelly.........007:  
ñWaiter, this martini has been stirred.  And now, I must kill youò 



 The efforts of spit and polish over the last few months came to fruition 
when medals and trophies were awarded and 
our congratulations go to Eleanor Muller, who 
with her Spitfire Mk4, won best car and most 
desired car.  
 I understand from Eleanor, a 
big thank you has to go to her 
father. This was where sadly 
Nationals 2014 came to a close.   

All the evening functions were expertly co-ordinated by 
Debbie van der Westhuizen and her teams.  
 

We at KZN were very 
proud of all our winners 
and a special mention goes to 
Rosemary Hurter in the Chicane, and 
Darryl in the TR3 who each won a 
silver medal in their categories.  
 
 
 
 

Then there were the day events; Show Day where all the Triumphs shone 
brightly displayed in the car park on Ramsgate Beach with the sand and 
sea as a magnificent back drop.   The local businesses also came to the 
party with special offers at their venues.  There was the BGM where 
members discussed what was on their minds and chests, and decisions 
made.   After the BGM, the Mystery Run worked out by Linda and Brian 
Hansell of the South Coast who know the area so well.    
Well done to Jenny and Alan Grant who only had one incorrect answer, the 
number of cross members around the Menstone complex.    
I think a special prize should have gone to the ones, no name on their 
sheet, who said óno cross members only happy membersô! The answers will 
be given at the end of the article.   
The Anagram puzzle, also set by Linda, gave many a few more grey hairs 
and late nights as they puzzled to work them out.  Answers also at the end.    
In both these competitions the judgeôs decision is final and no written 
correspondence will be entered into! 
Then lots of fun was had at the skills test, designed by Peter Roostee, 
where grown men and women confirmed they never grow up as they 
battled their way round the course endeavouring to keep a tennis ball on 
their bonnet!!! 
Andy le Roux, KZN, was the winner but sadly he was not able to accept his 
trophy at the prize giving, as it had not been returned by the previous 
winner from PE.   Perhaps that said person would kindly   courier the trophy 
to Dave Blair for presentation to Andy at the next noggin.   
Thank you in anticipation. 
In conclusion, it must be said that a major driving force in the entire 



organisation was the KZN Chairman, Dave Blair, pushing, prompting , and 
pressuring  his members to perform! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Peter Lilliecrona in his late ó20s Super 7           
 
We trust you all returned to your respective homes safely, perhaps a little 
tired but having enjoyed your stay with us in KZN. 
 
ANSWERS TO MYSTERY RUN: 
Names of eight roads: 

¶ Blackpool 

¶ Hastings 

¶ Clacton 

¶ Cardiff 

¶ Hythe 

¶ Dawlish 

¶ Portobello 

¶ Newhaven 
ñFresh Breakfastò is what you wake up to 
Fiddlesticks do ñLandscapingò 
Dentist fixes ñMolarò 
ñNorth Sand Bluff Lighthouseò 
ñGreen Lanternò reminds you of Triumph 
ñDolphinò (not a fish) or ñTin Fishò 
Buy liquor at ñGraneezò 
There are ñ104ò cross members 
Not a flutterby but a ñButterflyò 
Shop would sell a ñJeepò 
Gone ñFishingò 
Specialise in ñCatsò 
Krafty ñChameleonò 
ñMercedesò can be serviced here 
Prince Henry and Sir Francis Drake 

¶ President Steyn 

¶ Pieter Joubert 

¶ General Hertzog 

¶ Jan Smuts 

¶ Paul Kruger 

¶ Lord Kitchener 

Eleanor 
Muller 
Best Car 



You can buy a ñBurgerò knife 
Kingôs Residence is ñGracelandsò 
850 Post Boxes 
ñV.W. Kombiôsò are renovated here 
Friendly gatekeeper is ñLenziò 
 
ANSWERS TO ANAGRAMS 
 
ABEKR   BRAKE  NIRSADE  SARDINE 
ALPDE   PEDAL         NODMAY  DYNAMO 
ATFOL   FLOAT          ORAXGBE  GEARBOX 
BRSADOHAD  DASHBOARD        ORSDECNON CONDENSOR 
CRAPIATCO   CAPACITOR          PELMILER  IMPELLER 
CSDI    DISC           PLACM  CLAMP 
DEPOSE   SPEEDO          PLIRCIC  CIRCLIP 
EAGUG   GAUGE         PRUMEB  BUMPER 
ECRABKT             BRACKET          PTATPE  TAPPET 
ELEVES   SLEEVE          ECERNWNSDI WINDSCREEN 
ELGERERAV  GEARLEVER        RESTOATMTH THERMOSTAT 
ETGKAS   GASKET         SATUXHE  EXHAUST 
FASHYTLA             LAYSHAFT         SHENSRA  HARNESS 
GHNEI   HIN GE         SHOE   HOSE 
GIPSTO   SPIGOT         SLIMODUGN MOULDINGS 
GRDAPIMAH  DIAPHRAGM        SREOVEIRR  RESERVOIR 
HRAKS   SHARK        SRHVFATEDI DRIVESHAFT 
ISKTPIDC             DIPSTICK          STOPIN  PISTON 
ISOSESUNPN  SUSPENSION       TELOTHRT  THROTTLE 
LEPIPN   NIPPLE          THLCUC  CLUTCH 
LEYLFWEH   FLYWHEEL         TINOGINI  IGNITION 
LOCTEDREF  DEFLECTOR TLETWHREABSO WASHERBOTTLE 
LOLSHUNBGEI  BELLHOUSING      TRADARIO  RADIATOR 
LONFIFMA   MANIFOLD          TRAHERE  HEATER 
MTEMRGO   GROMMET  TROOR  ROTOR 
NERYLDCI   CYLINDER  UPPM   PUMP 
NFRKATSAHC  CRANKSHAFT VEVLA  VALVE 
NIPLDES   SPINDLE            WHRSAE  WASHER 
NIRBGAE   BEARING           YRTETAB  BATTERY 
 
Val Bowden 
KZN 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
  



CONCOURS RESULT dôELEGANCE 
 

    
COMP. 

NO. 
MODEL OWNER'S 

NAME CENTRE 
Total %       

(400) 
Standard 

 
               

CLASS 

1    

TR2, 
TR3, 

TR3A    

    

   

L101 TR3 
Bull 
Norman JHB 386.5 96.6 GOLD  

L107 

TR2 
Jabbeke 
Special 

Koncki  
Heinrich PE 376 94.0 GOLD  

L103 TR3 
Hurter  
Darryl KZN 361 90.3 SILVER  

L108 TR3 
Odendaal 
Willem PTA 355.9 89.0 SILVER  

L110 TR3 
Barkhuize
n Danie CTN 353.5 88.4 SILVER  

L109 TR3A 
Ed 
Grondel JHB 330.5 82.6 BRONZE  

CLASS 
2    

TR4, 4A, 
5, 250          

L203 TR4 
Newell  
Terry KZN 384.5 96.1 GOLD  

L204 TR4A Steele Eric JHB 383.5 95.9 GOLD  

L202 TR4 
De Kock  
Deon PE 375 93.8 GOLD  

CLASS3    TR6           

L302 TR6  

Van Der 
Westhuize
n Dave KZN 351.5 87.9 SILVER  

CLASS 
4    TR7, 8           

L405 TR7 
Murphy  
Terry PTA 388.5 97.1 GOLD  

  



L409 TR7 HC 
Walker  
Arthur KZN 383.5 95.9 GOLD  

L404 TR7 DHC 
Murphy  
Brenda KZN 381 95.3 GOLD  

L410 TR7 
Greyling  
Andre PTA 380.5 95.1 GOLD  

L411 TR7 1982 
Halvorsen  
Alan KZN 359.5 89.9 SILVER  

L412 TR7 Harris Ron KZN 354 88.5 SILVER  

L407 TR7 
Janssen  
Bram PTA 346.5 86.6 SILVER  

L408 TR7 
Roostee  
Peter KZN 309 77.3 BRONZE  

L403 TR7 Fox  Ed KZN 302.5 75.6 BRONZE  

CLASS 

5    

Spitfire 
Mk1, 2, 
3, GT6 

MK1, 2           

L501 
Spitfire 
MK 3 1969 

Bilson  
Mike PTA 374.5 93.6 GOLD  

L506 
Spitfire 
Mk3 

Le Roux  
Andy KZN 349.5 87.4 SILVER  

L505 
Spitfire Mk 
1 

Janse Van 
Vuuren KZN 348.4 87.1 SILVER  

L504 
Spitfire Mk 
3 1971 

Hempson  
Tony KZN 345 86.3 SILVER  

L508 
Spitfire 
Mk1  1964 

Halvorsen  
James KZN 345 86.3 SILVER  

L509 
Spitfire 
Mk3 

Harris 
Anneke KZN 298.5 74.6     

 
  



L510 
Spitfire 
Mk1  1964 

Mc Master 
Edgar KZN 294.1 73.5   

CLASS 
6    

Spitfire 

MK4, 
1500, 

GT6 
MK3           

L603 
Spifire 
Mk4 

Muller 
Eleanor FS 386 96.5 GOLD  

CLASS 

7    

Stag, 
large 

Saloons           

L703 Stag 
Hansell  
Brian KZN 330.5 82.6 BRONZE  

CLASS 

8    

Small 

Saloons           

L801 Vitesse 
McMaster 
Gary KZN 355 88.8 SILVER  

 
         

Comb. Concours ,Driving Test & Scenic Tour    

         

Name 

Cl
as
s CAR 

Regi
on 

Scenic 
Drive 

Conc
ours 

Drivin
g Test TOTAL  

Class1 - TR2,3, 3A          
Grant Alan 1 TR3 JBH 34 99.10   133.10  
Bull Norman 1 TR3 JBH 33 96.60   129.60  
Grondel Ed 1 TR3A JBH 32 82.60   114.60  
Koncki Heinrich 1 TR2 PE   94.00 11 105.00  
Hurter Darryl 1 TR3 KZN   90.30 14 104.30  
Odendal Willem 1 TR3 PTA   89.00 5 94.00  
Barkhuizen 
Danie 1 TR3A CT   88.40   88.40  
Worth Martin 1 TR3 JBH 33     33.00  
Lewis John & 
Wendy 1 TR3A JBH 32     32.00  
Piggott Bruce 1 TR3A KZN 31     31.00  
de Villiers Rene 1 TR3 KZN 30     30.00  
Fairly Harry 1 TR2 JBH 29     29.00  
Craig John 1 TR3 JBH 28     28.00  
Class 2 - TR4, 
5, 6                
Casieri Gino 2 TR6 JBH 30 92.30 13 135.30  
Newell Terry 2 TR4 KZN 30 96.10   126.10  
DE Kock Deon 2 TR4A PE 13 93.80 16 122.80  

  



Steele Eric 2 TR4A JBH   95.90 12 107.90  
Van Der 
Westhuizen 
Dave 2 TR6 KZN   87.90   87.90  
Dobbins John 2 TR6 JBH 30     30.00  
Class 3 - TR 
7,8                
Greyling Andre 3 TR7 PTA 30 95.10   125.10  
Janssen Braam 3 TR7 PTA 33 86.60   119.60  
Flynn Bill 3 TR7 PTA 28 84.20 6 118.20  
Eaton Terry 3 TR7 KZN   84.00 21 105.00  
Murphy Terry 3 TR7 PTA   97.10 7 104.10  
Fox Ed 3 TR7 KZN 28 75.60   103.60  
Walker Aurther 3 TR7 KZN   95.90   95.90  
Murphy Brenda 3 TR7 KZN   95.30   95.30  
Halvorsen Alan 3 TR7 KZN   89.90   89.90  
Harris Ron 3 TR7 KZN   88.50   88.50  
Roostee Peter 3 TR7 KZN   77.30   77.30  
Sales Bill 3 TR7 PTA 28   4 32.00  
Class 4 - 
Spitfires, GT6                

Muller Eleanor 4 
SPIT 
MK4 FS 26 96.50 8 130.50  

Bilson Mike 4 
SPIT 
MK3 PTA   93.60 15 108.60  

Le Roux Andy 4 
SPIT 
MK3 KZN   87.40 21 108.40  

Blair Dave 4 
SPIT 
MK4 KZN   87.90 19 106.90  

Jansen Van 
Vuuren 4 

SPIT 
MK1 KZN   87.10   87.10  

Halvorsen 
James 4 

SPIT 
MK1 KZN   86.30   86.30  

Hempson Tony 4 
SPIT 
MK3 KZN   86.30   86.30  

Lambiris Shirley 4 
SPIT 
MK2 KZN   84.80   84.80  

Bowden Bing 4 
SPIT 
MK3 KZN   79.10   79.10  

Harris Aneke 4 
SPIT 
MK3 KZN   74.60 3 77.60  

Mc Master 
Edgar 4 

SPIT 
MK1 KZN   73.50   73.50  

Class 5 - 
Stags, 
Saloons                
Coppins Jean 5 STAG JBH 32 93.00   125.00  
Hurter 
Rosemary 5 

CHICAN
E KZN 31 87.90   118.90  

Hansel Brian 5 STAG KZN   82.60 11 93.60  
Cronje Mervyn 5 STAG KZN   90.70   90.70  

Mc Master Gary 5 
VITTES

SE KZN   88.80   88.80  
Van Vuuren 
Jaco     PTA     18 18.00  
Muller Walter     FS     11 11.00  
Vermaak Mile     PE     2 2.00  
De Kock Anelia     PE     1 1.00  
De Vos Albert     PTA 33     33.00  
Richter     KZN 33     33.00  
Haroff Philip     KZN 30     30.00  
Vermaak Beyers     PE 30     30.00  
Vorster Gerhard     CT 30     30.00  
Le Roux Barry     FS 29     29.00  



Vervecken John     Belgim 26     26.00  
Worne Dave     UK 26     26.00  

         

 
      

            Presidents Trophy Results  
  

      

KZN    Points  
Attendance Members Attendance Percentage   

 106 73 68.87 7  
Concours Performance    12  
Scenic Tour    6  
Driving Test    7  

** Total       32  

      

Port Elizabeth    Points  
Attendance Members Attendance Percentage   

 59 9 15.25 2  
Concours Performance    6  
Scenic Tour    3  
Driving Test    5  

** Total       16  

      

      

Pretoria    Points  
Attendance Members Attendance Percentage   

 40 16 40.00 6  
Concours Performance    10  

      
Scenic Tour    5  
Driving Test    6  

** Total       27  

      

Capetown    Points  
Attendance Members Attendance Percentage   

 68 3 4.41 1  
Concours Performance      

      
Scenic Tour    0  
Driving Test    0  

** Total       1  

      

JHB    Points  
Attendance Members Attendance Percentage   

 103 30 29.13 4  
Concours Performance    14  

      
Scenic Tour    7  
Driving Test    4  

** Total       29  

      

Border    Points  
Attendance Members Attendance Percentage   

 10 2 20.00 3  
Concours Performance    0  

      
Scenic Tour    0  
Driving Test    0  

** Total       3  



      

Free State    Points  
Attendance Members Attendance Percentage   

 14 5 35.71 5  
Concours Performance    8  

      
Scenic Tour    4  
Driving Test    3  

** Total       20  

 
 

        

Overall Results and Trophy Awards  
        

        

Best Car - D'Elegance   
Terry 
Murphy  

Best Car - D'Etat    Alan Grant  
Competition Trophy: Combined: Concours, Skills 
Driving, Tour TR2/3/3A Alan Grant  
Competition Trophy: Combined: Concours, Skills 
Driving, Tour TR4/4A/5/250 

Gino 
Caseieri  

Competition Trophy: Combined: Concours, Skills 
Driving, Tour TR7/8 

Andre 
Greyling  

Competition Trophy: Combined: Concours, Skills 
Driving, Tour Spitfire/ GT6 

Muller Eleanor (Spitfire 
Mk 4) 

Competition Trophy: Combined: Concours, Skills 
Driving, Tour Stags Saloons 

Jean 
Coppins  

Skills Driving    
Andy Le 
Roux 

{Trophy 
Missing} 

Scenic Drive    Alan Grant  
Neville Whitford Memorial Trophy Most Desirable 
Car 

Muller Eleanor (Spitfire 
Mk 4) 

Most Original Unrestored Car  
Mervin and Marie Cronje - 
(Stag) 

Presidents Trophy Overall Center Trophy KZN Centre  

John Littercy Cup    
Bob 
Pretorius  

Graham Cheetham Memorial Trophy  
Nols 
Pienaar  

Most / Farest Distance travelled in a Triumph To 
Nationals 

Danie Barkhuizen ( Cape 
Town ) 

Friendship Plates TR Register  KZN Centre  

Friendship Plate 2    KZN Centre  

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        



        

REGIONAL REPORTS 

 
Bloemfontein 
 
With Nationals still hot on our heels, there are sure to be many stories in this issue, so my story 
will be short & sweet: thanks Durban (KZN) club for a well organized event.  We know it takes a 
lot of sweat & tears to get all the pieces put together - you guys did a great job.  Thanks! 
 
We were sorry to see that our Cape Town brothers did not make it, but we understand why not, 
and hope to see 100% at the next Nationals.  At 10km/litre it cost the Bloem team close on 
R3000 for fuel per car there and back, and that is only halfway from Cape Town!  If you take the 
condition of the roads into consideration, you can possibly double that figure in damage to your 
cars: ask Nols and Alan Grant what happens! 
 
With winter knocking at the door, we will have to dust off our hoods and put them up, so that we 
can enjoy our cars in the cold.  We are planning a breakfast run in the near future. 
 
Last but not least our club would like to congratulate Eleanor and her team (Walter & Ettiene) 
for flying the flag high for Bloem, and taking all the honours which she did. Well done Eleanor, 
youôre a star! 
 
Till next time, drive safely, and enjoy your Triumphs! God bless. 
 
Alan 
 
 

Border 
 
Greetings from Border Triumph, we are still bubbling away here in East 
London with our passion for that classic Triumph; and from my side it was 
truly magnificent to see so many of these cars in such pristine condition at 
the recent 2014 Nationals. 
Well as I racked my brain on what newsworthy stuff we had been up to 
since our last Sabrina submission, a smile crept across my face when in 
March of this year Gav Turner introduced us all to the delights of Edenvale, 
a microbrewery in Chinza along the Wild Coast. R60 brought you a guided 
tour of the brewery currently producing 6000 litres per month (with 
scalability up to 12,000), followed by a tasting ceremony of the 3 beers on 
offeré and not to mention the special on-site bar price of R20 per 500ml.. 
Needless to say I became a convert.. 
éso after staggering out of there we then made our way to Louis Greefôs 
place at Arendnes for one of our annual favourite get togethers, a prawn 
braai.. A prawn braai at Louis is definitely the way to go if you want to 
overdose on butter and garlic while stuffing your face with butterfly prawns 
(containing good cholesterol right?) é Flush that down with some more 
beers and wine then you are pretty much set for the remainder of the 
afternoon.. face down in the grass chewing on ants for desert.. J 
Our Wednesday evening Noggins continue to be well attended, although 
with the winter season now in full swing we might see a small drop off in 
turnout.  For our April event the Border club ladies were supposed to 



organise it; but their proposal of an evening of pole and lap dancing for the 
men was decidedly out voted which was disappointing to say the leasté. I 
honestly thought they would have put on a good show, but others sadly 
notésorry ladies, I did vote for you.. ;-) 
And onto the Nationals, well I probably wonôt be the 1st to send our hearty 
thanks to our KZN brethren for putting on such an excellent event. For me it 
was my 1st Nationals and I was pleased and humbled to have been made 
so welcome, as a complete stranger, by so manyé Especially when no-
one else from Border made the trip (except Geoff and Sue Kriel ï thanks 
guys for your support)é. Our Border members, when I questioned their low 
attendance this year, advised me that as many of them had walked away 
with all the 2012 Plett prizes and trophies, it was their time to let others 
have a chanceé mmmm é. Well they are your mates, so I guess you 
have got to believe them right? 
Until our next instalment from that mecca of fun and entertainment, East 
Londoné 
 
Phil Morris.   



Cape Town 
 
The run for February was along the coast road via Gordonôs Bay and Rooiels to a restaurant in 
Kleinmond overlooking the harbour. It was a great venue but took place on probably the hottest 
day of the year and virtually all the injection cars had problems with fuel on the return to Cape 
Town, This then put a whole series of questions and answers to the merits or otherwise of the 
Lucas system and what could be done to rectify it. The noggin at month end was a relatively low 
key event as the speaker had to call off at short notice so ended up  a good natter. 
The March run took place a week later due to the Argus cycle tour and Ronan Sanderson 
organised a good run to Eden on the bay in Tableview which was well attended and everyone 
enjoyed themselves. 
The most important event this quarter was our annual British Sports Car tour which was really 
well organised by John Parker. The event went this year to the ñUnder Oaksò restaurant in Agter 
Paarl, which the club had visited before last year. 
The route was via Sir Lowryôs pass and Grabouw before climbing up the back of the 
Franschhoek pass and then through the town itself before wending past wine farms such a 
Fairview before reaching Agter Paarl. Some of the roads were really bumpy which mad steering 
a classic somewhat interesting but everyone seemed to really enjoy themselves and the lunch 
was really good. Numbers were somewhat down this year as we were a bit late letting everyone 
know, but the Sunbeam club were very well represented and gave some lovely prizes for the 
raffle which raised over R1700 for the Childrenôs Hospital. Our Chairman Frank was unable to 
make the event due to illness but is now back on his feet and in full charge again. Our thanks to 
John for all his organisation. 
The March noggin was a really good talk by swallow Mike Billington on his visit to the TR 
Register International weekend in Malvern followed by his restoration of a Spitfire owned by a 
family relative in the UK and the financial logic or otherwise of balancing the expenditure of 
replacing parts lost to the dreaded tin worm against the overall value of the car, a difficult 
equation to solve! A really god talk followed by the belated presentation of dipstick of the year to 
Peter Inskip. 
April saw a really good peninsular run organised by Dennis Cook which started at the 
Constantia Village shopping centre and went via Ou Kaapse weg, Red Hill in Simonstown and 
Misty Cliffs to end up with a brunch at the Blue Water Café in Kommetjei. It was a glorious day 
and the run was spectacular, just dealing with slow moving traffic on the hills was a problem, 
The noggin took the form of a visit to Jack Crampôs workshop in Fish Hoek for a talk on SU 
carbs. Jack is well known for his engineering expertise and knowledge of the subtleties of these 
carbs and everyone was in awe of his presentation, a good braai followed and everyone learnt a 
lot and left with a  



full tum! Whilst all this was going on we sent a lone representative, Danie Barkhuisen, up to the 
national gathering and it seems to have been a great event, we hope to hear more about it very 
soon. 
May proved a bit of a problem month as the election saw a lower than expected Triumph 
presence at the Knysna car show that goes from strength to strength. Several members 
participated in the Simola hill climb the following weekend that is turning into a major motoring 
event. The end of the month will see a visit to Ceres organised by Geoff Bower and Dennis 
Cook. 
Happy motoring, Jamie Hart 
 

  JOHANNESBURG 

 
 
 
 
This report comes with sad news and ends happily with a good story. The sad news being the 

passing of two very dear friends within the Triumph Club in 
Johannesburg. Donald McDonald and soon after, Chris 
Ferreira. It was to their good testimony that their funeral 
services were well attended. We shall miss them terribly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The good news follows with the remarkable recovery of Helen Flynn of the Pretoria Centre and 
our very own Wendy Hay, both of whom were brave enough, in my opinion, to travel to KZN for 
the Nationals.  
We had a fairly good turnout of Triumphs at the March Piston Ring Swop Meeting. Wow, was it 
busy! Our numbers were bolstered by the Pretoria Centre and once we had found our way 
through the traffic jam within the grounds, our demarcated parking was spacious and relaxing, 
notwithstanding the long Kikuyu grass; surely the organisers could have attended to that? This 
was a first outing for Gerald Habigôs refurbished TR3A that Harry Fairley has been busy on. 
  

 

 



Likewise and in huge numbers of Triumphs, Angelaôs Picnic was held in the first week of April. 
This gave the public a chance to appreciate our beloved cars on a large scale. Next year we 
shall have to request more parking space. 
 

 
Shortly before members departed for the 
Nationals we had a photographic presentation 
of the Air & Space Museum in Washington ï 

thatôs the big one 

adjacent Dulles International Airport for the April 
Noggin. 
Reports flowing in from all members who attended the 
KZN Nationals expressed the same view: Most enjoyable and very well done! Congratulations 
must go to you David Blair and the crew for all the effort applied to this special long weekend. 
Commiserations to the guys who couldnôt get there for one reason or another. Iôm told that the 
next National Gathering will be hosted by Cape Town and held in Oudtsthoorn. Hopefully I 
should be able to attend that one. 
By the time you read this we would have attended the annual driving Gymkhana at Rafters Pub 
in Pretoria East. We can look forward to two interesting events on the horizon. The Highland 
Games at Glenburn Lodge in June. The Triumph Club has been invited to display the cars to 
add a touch of glamour and interest in the marque. The annual Inter-Marque Quiz sponsored by 
Classic and Performance Car ï Africa magazine is in early July where our team of four boffins 
will be testing their knowledge on motoring against fifteen other clubs at Old Eds in Houghton. 
Support required here é and you can participate too. There is a visit organised by John 
Crowther on the cards, to visit the  - what I call the Steam Sheds (Iôm an ex-railway man) in 
Roodepoort. Looking further ahead, Nols Pienaar is organising a celebration of the 40th 
anniversary of the TR7. Iôm told that some cars from KZN and Bloemfontein are keen to travel 
for this, as is any other Centre around South Africa. 
 
The best news for last, and that is Arthur and Amanda Wassenaar have done it and got the tee-
shirt. That is their participation in the 2014 Mille Miglia in their Triumph TR3. I think one 
expression that they might use in their report will be óEPICô.  
Read a full report in the Classic and Performance Car ï Africa magazine soon. Congratulations 
on such a fine result. And of course Car No. 421. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regards, Mike. 
 

KZN 

 

With a successful Nationals behind us, all the weary folk of KZN can now 

 

 

 



look forward to having some fun with our cars on our monthly runs.   Our 
April órun dayô was spent at Ed Foxôs house for the packing of Goodie Bags 
by the ladies, which we hope you all enjoyed, and for the men, instructions 
on how to judge on Concours.    This was followed by a braai and delicious 
salads provided by the ladies.   Somehow, salads provided by someone 
else, are always more appetising than oneôs own. 
However, it was not all Nationals, Nationals and more Nationals, we had 
allowed ourselves a fun March run. 
The dawn of 16th March arrived completely overcast and was destined to remain that way for 
the rest of the day.  With threats of rain, various bodies in and around Durban started stirring 
and migrating towards their Triumphs in preparation for the monthly TSCC run. 
The meeting point was to be the parking lot at Toti, where the Hub used to be. Needless to say 
some read the instructions incorrectly (or did not read them at all) and arrived from different 
directions.  
Eventually 17 + people arrived at the parking area for a good chinwag before proceeding to 
Scottburgh for a late breakfast/early lunch at the Bell & Anchor. Poor Ron and Anneke having 
been to the Bell & anchor before and prior to its move to the new premises decided to take the 
more direct route and in so doing ended up in Park Rynie ... 
 
Besides Terry and Lindaôs TR7 threatening to overheat the drive was pleasant and incident free, 
poor Terry had a rather stressful drive, wondering if the temperature of his 7 would behave. 
The Bell & Anchor was an excellent venue for breakfast and everyone was surprised to see 
breakfasts starting at R20-00.  Not many places give value like this to seniors.... 
It was really a relaxed atmosphere with a tally of 4 TR7ôs, 2 Spitties, and a TR4. 
Cars in the Park Pietermaritzburg.   Sunday16th May 2014. 
 
2 Spitfires, 2 TR 7s, 2 TR 3s, 1 TR 3 A, 1 Chicane . 
The crews of these cars met at the BP Oasis, Inchanga, and set off to Pietermaritzburg just 
after 8am. I was relieved to see Ron and Anneke Harris turn up in the TR7. Only the day before 
I was a witness to the damaged starter motor but Ron fixed it and it performed faultlessly. 
We were sharing the road with all sorts of classics, ranging from Cobras to Austin Healey 
Sprites and Hot Rods. Another TR 7 was already waiting at our designated site and we were 
soon unpacked. Our Gazebo transporter could not make it but we were fortunate to have a 
shady tree as shelter for the day.   
What a sublime and relaxed day we had. Plenty of time to walk-about and as we were all self-
catering, no pressure on anyone to light braai-fires. 
The recent Nationals allowed us to meet the Mc Master clan from Ladysmith and we were able 
to drool over Edgarôs 1938 SS Saloon. I 
looks good enough to transport the British Royal Family. 



 
  



During the lazy discussions in the shade we asked each other if there was a particular car 
amongst the hundreds on display that we would consider taking home. The unanimous decision 
was óI am happy with my Triumphô.   
The drive home was particularly enjoyable for me. I was in the company of Bruce Piggott in his 
TR 3 A. What a kindred spirit. I am sure we raised some eyebrows (and smiles) as we kept up 
with the modern cars in our pair of red TR3s. Thanks Bruce. 
I also used the opportunity to slap my magnetic number 40 on most of the cars and take photos 
to continue the 40th birthday theme.  
Keep the revs up! 
Darryl. 

 

PORT 
ELIZABETH  
 
Hi folks 
 
No report was sent 
for the previous 
Sabrina as there 
was very little to 
report with most of 
us taking a break 
over the festive 
season but I should 
have reported the sad passing of ñOppieò Oppermanôs son, Johan, on 31 December last year. 
As already stated both January and February this year were very quiet but Beyers Vermaak, 
(our Chairman), did organize a ñskottelbraaiò at Skoenmakerskop for those who had awoken 
from the ñsiestaò, (January being our ñsiesta monthò). This event was enjoyed by the few of us 
that attended. 
In February, one of our stalwart members, (Jimmy Sheard), was hospitalized with a serious 
bacterial infection, (also affecting his heart), and had to undergo heart-valve replacement 
surgery and spent many weeks in hospital thereafter. 
In March some of us were already making preparations and embarking on fettling their 
Triumphs to attend the Triumph National Gathering in Kwa Zulu Natal but Leon van 
Loggerenberg, (our liaison man), reported that we  



as a club had been invited to the ñWings and Wheelsò festival in Uitenhage, (just outside Port 
Elizabeth) by the Eastern Province Veteran Car Club. 
Even though Beyers and Mile Vermaak, (Milé being our Secretary), were preparing for the 
National, they also attended this event with other Club members who were not going to the 
National. 
The day was sunny and very hot and it was advisable to seek out the shady spots. 
This was clearly a well organized event for both local and provincial flying clubs, with a speech 
by a Uitenhage municipal official declaring the event open.  
There were many aeroplanes and the cars of various clubs, (including the Hot Rod Club, 
Eastern Province Veteran Car Club, M G Car Club and Triumph Sports Car Club), on display, 
with the former on the field bordering the runway and the latter in a ñreserved placeò for club 
cars. 
One could buy all kinds of delicious food and drinks, sit in the shade and engage in ñkarretjie-
talkò with club members of the various car clubs and flying clubs. 
My brother, (Hugh), a Triumph club member, even found a food vendor, who he engaged in 
conversation, and then learnt that this person had two second-hand Triumph Herald seats for 
sale. He bought them on the spot. 
There were model, radio-controlled and full-size aeroplanes on display, (the models and radio-
controlled ones in a hangar).  
Some of the aeroplanes were put through their paces in the sky, (performing spectacular 
aerobatic feats). 
Our next event was on 12 April at Supertubes in Jeffreys Bay that had been organized by one of 
our members, who is also the Chairman of the  ñJeffreys Baai Klassieke Kar Klubò, (Johan 
Marais).  
This event is held each year in honour of our oldest member, (Keith Marsh), and is officially 
dubbed ñKeithôs Picnicò). 
This was an ñinformal car showò for all classic cars and ñunusual carsò, (including hot rods), and 
is becoming a ñtalked about annual eventò of many of the car clubs and built on last yearôs 
ñKeithôs Picnicò, (which was a huge success). 
There were nine Triumphs.  
There were boerewors rolls on sale and enough braai fires for all who attended to braai and 
picnic. 
All the motor clubs were represented and a fun day was had by all. (all us petrol heads had the 
opportunity to admire all the hard work that goes into restoring and/or maintaining his/her car in 
pristine condition). 
Keith is a qualified motor mechanic and has provided invaluable assistance to both Johan and 
various other Triumph members. 
No entry fee was charged and Builderôs Express supplied the prizes that were up for grabs. 
 
Later the Triumphs departed for a ñhigh teaò at Keith and Anneôs house with lots to eat and drink 
and engage in more socializing.  
One of our members, (Godfrey Gericke), and his fellow member wife, (Jackie), fulfilled their 
promise to Anne and arrived in their Morgan as Anne is crazy about Morgans. 
After lekker socializing and eating and drinking the Triumph Club departed at about four in the 
afternoon.  
Of course the Triumph National Gathering took place in this month as well but, as I did not 
attend, I will leave it to somebody else to report on this. 
Tragically Jimmy Sheard, (as referred to above), who had been hospitaliised but was released 
from hospital, passed away. He will be sorely missed by his wife, Daria, and his two daughters 
and son, as well as anybody who knew him.  
Most of the Triumph Club members attended his funeral.  
At the time of writing, the Club has also had another event, (a lunch at the P E Deep Sea 
Angling Club on the 18th of May 2014). 
This outing started by meeting in the parking lot of a liquor outlet in Mount Pleasant. 
We were pleased to note that new members, (Mike and Mandy van Jaarsveldt), have got a red 
Triumph TR7, (that won a gold medal at the recent Triumph National Gathering in Kwa Zulu 
Natal). Mandy has acquired this Triumph from her father, a Natal Club member, who laboured 
long and hard to produce such a fine car.  
She arrived at the venue in the Triumph with her daughter, Rae, while Mike went straight to the 
venue in his plastic. 
Johan Marais came all the way from Jeffreys Bay in his Mk 3 Spitfire to be with us. 
Even though it is now winter, this was a beautiful, bright, sunny day that lent itself to open-top 



motoring. 
Our party of three Triumph TR7s, three Triumph Spitfires and one Triumph Dolomite Sprint plus 
one plastic set off in convoy, through the suburb of Providentia to Skoenmakerskop, (a quaint 
village on the Algoa Bay coast). From there we took the route to Port Elizabeth all along the 
coastline, via Marine Drive to the P E harbour and the P E Deep Sea Angling Club, 
where we had a scrumptious lunch. 
Everything on the menu was very reasonably priced and so were the bar prices. 
One could eat inside in the restaurant or outside on the deck overlooking the harbor, with fishing 
boats tied up below us and, further to our left, yachts of the members of the P E Yacht Club, 
moored at separate ñwalk-onsò. 
The Triumph cars could be seen when looking to the right, all parked on the grass overlooking 
the harbour. 



This was such a nice event that we will repeat it in the near future. 
 
Well thatôs it for now 
 
Yours triumphantly 
 
Jon 
 

pretoria 

 

Since our previous report three months ago we have been quite active and we also witnessed a 
miracle that gives us reason for lots of gratitude. I am of course referring to our newsletter 
editor, Helen Flynnôs very serious illness and remarkable recovery. After spending a lengthy 
time in the hospital ICU she fortunately is on the mend now and we are extremely thankful for 
that.  As if that was not enough, Bill, Helenôs husband and our vice chairman, was himself 
admitted to hospital shortly before our departure for the nationals in KZN at the end of April. 
Fortunately Bill is a tough guy and he recovered a lot quicker. 
Having a quick glance at our activities during the past three months we are happy to report that 
the annual Valentine Run done jointly with our Joôburg Triumph friends in February was a 
success although attendance could have been better. In the beginning of April our members 
supported the annual Angelaôs Picnic at Delta Park, Johannesburg, in good numbers. The 
combined exhibition of Triumphs by Pretoria and Joôburg was very well attended by both clubs 
and a sight to behold that made us as Triumph owners very proud. 
By middle April 12 members in 11 Triumphs participated in the Pretoria Old Motor Clubôs annual 
óBritish Dayô, an occasion where people with cars originating from the United Kingdom could put 
their cars on display. Apart from the odd Rolls and Bentley, there were many órealô Minis (the 
original ones before they turned German), British Fords (Anglia, Escort, Cortina, Consul, 
Zephyr, etc), MGôs, Austin Healyôs, real Austins and Morrises, the odd Wolesley and Riley, and 
a couple of Rovers in addition to a Lotus or two. The Triumphs enjoyed the prime parking spot 
in front of the POMC clubhouse.  
I am happy to report that 19 Pretoria members attended the national gathering at the end of 
April at TO Strand in Kwazulu-Natal, nearly 800 kilometres away. Right in the beginning 14 
Triumphs were promised but due to a variety of circumstances only 11 club cars made it, with 
the rest of the members arriving in their óplasticsô. The following members attended: Mike and 
Jeanette Bilson (Spitfire Mk3), Albert and Tiekie de Vos (TR7), Bill and Helen Flynn (TR7), 
Andre and Liz Greyling (TR7),Terry and Sherryl Murphy (TR7), Bram and Rita Janssen (TR7), 
Nols and Cathy Pienaar(TR7), Willem and Marietjie Odendaal (TR3A),  



Marius Labuschagne (TR8); Bill Sales (TR7), William Kelly (TR4A), Eric and Megan Fletcher 
(Subaru), and Jaco and Engela van Vuuren (Lexus). 
En route to the KZN South Coast the Pretoria contingent stayed over at the Green Lantern Inn 
at Van Reenen, halfway between Durban and Johannesburg. Apart from breaking the journey 
the idea was to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the TSCC of SA, because this is the place 
according to legend (whether urban or not) where the TR Register of SA, forerunner of the 
TSCC, was formed in 1974. On the Friday evening before dinner we all congregated in the pub 
to drink a toast to the good health of the TSCC; what a fine hors d'oeuvres in historic 
celebratory style! 
In Concours dôElegance gold medals were won by Terry Murphy, Andre Greyling, Mike Bilson,  
while Bram Janssen and Willem Odendaal received silver. On the DôEtat side Nols Pienaar 
received gold, and Bill Flynn silver.  Terry came first overall in DôElegance while Nols was 
second overall in DôEtat. Andre took home the trophy for the best combined score in the TR7/8 
class, while Nols was awarded the Graham Cheetham Memorial Trophy. 
Fortunately everyone, including all the Triumphs, returned home safely after a most enjoyable 
national event. We must congratulate Dave Blair and his entire team for a superb event enjoyed 
but one and all who attended. It was the first national gathering for Bram and Rita Janssen, 
Mike and Jeanette Bilson, as well as Andre and Liz Greyling, and I have a feeling that this will 
not be the last one for them.  
Since our previous report it is a pleasure to welcome the following new members in our club: 
Willie and Adri van Niekerk who live in Garsfontein and own a beautiful white Sptifire Mk3, as 
well as Guy Snelling from Wierda Park, Centurion, who very recently acquired a red Spitfire 
Mk3.  Expanding a bit on membership affairs, I have to report that the outbreak of ówedge feverô 
claimed yet two more victims when Eddy and Giselle Gurnell bought the pretty TR7 convertible 
of Jean Coppens at Angelaôs Picnic in April.  
In terms of future events at the time of writing we are looking forward to the annual gymkhana 
/driving skills test on 25 May. At this occasion the MG Car Club Northern Centre (Pretoria) 
usually join us for a bit of competitive yet friendly rivalry. The POMC also invited the local 
Triumph club members to participate in the annual Mampoer Rally that coincides with the 
óMampoerfeesô at the Willem Prinsloo Agricultural Museum east of Pretoria. Scheduled for June 
is the annual Cats Eyes Rally, an evening treasure hunt type of event that we usually do jointly 
with the local MG car club. 
 In July the Pretoria Triumph club will have the opportunity to defend their title as champions of 
the inter-club quiz when we will again be facing the Jaguar, Lotus, Austin Healy, Alfa, Mercedes 
Benz, Triumph Johannesburg, MG Johannesburg, MG Pretoria, as well as the Sunbeam Club in 
a deadly serious confrontation of knowledgeable teams representing a variety of classic car 
clubs. Please hold thumbs for us! 
  



As some of our readers probably already know, the Triumph TR7 was born in September 1974, 
and in order to celebrate the 40th anniversary, the Pretoria Triumph Club will be hosting an 
event in Pretoria that will take place on Saturday, 27th September 2014. We aim to gather a total 
of 40 TR7/8ôs on the day and we are inviting members from other centres to join us. We will 
arrange accommodation for participants with our own club members and hope that as many 
TR7/8 owners as possible will make use of the opportunity to attend this historic occasion. 
Cheers vir eers!                                                                                              

 Nols Pienaar 

 
 

¢w тΩ{ плTH ANNIVERSARY 

                             
 
In September this year it will be exactly forty years since the first  of the Triumph TR7ôs was 
produced in September 1974. In celebration of this significant milepost in TR history, the 
Pretoria Triumph Sports Car Club will host an anniversary event. 
 
Objective: to gather 40 TR7/8ôs on the day. 
Date: Saturday, 27th September 2014.  
Venue in Pretoria: To be announced. 
 
All Triumph owners, and owners of TR7ôs or 8ôs in particular, are invited. Free 
accommodation at the homes of local members will be organised for TSCC members from 
faraway centres who would like to attend. The Saturday date for the event was chosen to 
enable participants to travel to Pretoria on Friday, 26th September, and to return home on 
Sunday, 28th September. 
 
Please contact Nols Pienaar (083-4683145; nols.pienaar@gmail.com)  or                                
Bill Flynn (082-9213854; flynnstones@wol.co.za) to reserve your accommodation.  
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
άa¸ [L¢¢[9 ¢wL¦atI!b¢ w¦b ¢h L/¦έ 

τHELEN FLYNN 
 
February is Valentine Month, and mine was celebrated with a heart stopping moment, 
unfortunately not one of the romantic kind, Iôm afraid. 
I found myself in hospital the day before Valentineôs Day, in much pain, and finding it difficult to 
breath normally and with a very sore right side. 
I was being wheeled or rather whizzed around the hospital in a wheel chair from pillar to post; 
literally, the porter thought that the hospital corridors were at Zwartkops Raceway, and Bill and 
my daughter Jen had to run after him to keep up!!!!! 
 We went from radiology to pathology and back again, and I am sure along the way we visited 
some other óologyôsô as well. Trying to stay put in a fast moving wheel chair while trying to 
negotiate, the sudden sharp turns into the next corridor and the unevenly tiled floor, and holding 
onto a pole with your drip medicine swaying precariously on top of the pole, were proving a bit 
too much for me, we eventually stopped outside the MRI scanner room, where I had to wait and 
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catch my breathé...not that I could do that too easily at this stageééééé...after what 
seemed like 3 weeks, I was wheeled into the room to meet Mr.MRI, thatôs when the fun 
startedééMr MRI Scan machine is an expensive guy, it costs about R33 000.00 per 10 
minutes. Bill had to @#$%^&***beep, beep, SHOUT, THREATEN, SCREAM at the medical aid 
doctors as they would not authorise the scan. (The hospital doctor eventually told Bill ñJou 
aggressiwe houding het jou vrou se lewe gered.) Now Bill tells me loosing his temper is a good 
thing not a bad thing!..................I wonder.  

 
I was immediately assigned a specialist physician, a lady who took no nonsense from anyone, 
and while I was practically dying and falling out of my wheelchair, proceeded to tell me in no 
uncertain terms what was wrong with me, initially. (Apparently more was to come later.) 
Dr: ñThe horse has already bolted, and now we are only closing the stable door.ò 
Me: ñI have horses, wheeze, wheeze, at home, and they are all fine but I am not, what do you 
mean?ò wheeze, gulp for air thatôs not there. 
  



Dr: (and she doesnôt mince her words,) ñYou should have died yesterday, but you didnôt (this 
seems to present her with a problem,) youôve had a pulmonary embolism and most people do 
not survive this, the mortality rate is about 95%.ò 
Me: (hearing the word died, made me wonder what on earth she was talking about, I was very 
much alive sitting in this uncomfortable wheelchair with a huge pain in my side and not being 
able to breath properly) ñI am not that familiar with medical terms, what is a pulmonary 
embolism?ò 
Dr: (Getting a bit impatient with me) ñBasically it is a blood clot, in your case 3, they went 
through your heart and ended up in your right lung, which has now collapsed, thatôs why you 
canôt breathe properly. ñWhere did it come from?ò 
She asks ME this!!!!! Me: (gasping for breath and trying to speak) ñOh Iôve been keeping it for a 
rainy day, and that must have been yesterday, when I didnôt die.ò 
Dr: (not amused) ñI am booking you straight into ICUò, Nurse! Get this patient to ICU straight 
away.ò 
This time I got to ride the Zwartkops Raceway in a bed and not a wheelchair, but at this stage I 
didnôt much notice anything. It had taken all day to diagnose what was wrong with me, and all I 
could see was Billôs ashen white face and my daughterôs panic stricken look, and round the next 
bend,éé.. and they were gone. 
I was wheeled into a glass cubicle and transferred or should I say I transferred myself from the 
bed I was in, onto another bed, which I discovered later was this cool astronaut bed with a 
remote control, that could manoeuvre into any position, up, down, left, right, top up,  bottom 
down, tilt left, tilt rightéé.. and so on. (Towards the end of my ICU stay, this became my main 
source of entertainment!  Until some male nurse came and told me to stop playing with the 
remote!) 
I remember the remainder of that night and into the early hours of  Valentineôs day was a blur of 
pain and feeling VERY, VERY hot, like I was actually trying to sleep in a fire, and lots of people 
milling around my bed and machines beep, beep, beeping and ping, ping, pinging and buzz, 
buzz, buzzing, and then all of a sudden my arm seem like it was on fire, and I had this massive 
mask over my face, and air was forcibly being pumped into my lungs, gosh and the 
painééé(Somewhere in my now drugged, befuddled brain, I figured they were pumping cold 
air into me to put the fire out that I was supposedly sleeping in!) 
The next morning bright and early, very early, 4am early, the blood suckers came to take blood. 
They informed me they couldnôt find a vein. In my drowsy un-slept state I informed them to go 
away and only come back when they had found a vein somewhere. They were also not very 
amused, so they stuck a needle into me anyway! 
  



The Doctor and I think everyone else in the hospital arrived and gathered around my bed at 
6am. They informed me that I really had 
them all on the hop that night before and 
goodness me what did I think I was doing to 
give everyone a scare like that!!!!!..............I 
replied I wasnôt sure what they meant, but 
clearly I didnôt get that ñmemoò. The Dr. 
said (once again not amused), that I did get 
ñthat memoò, I just didnôt read it. (Well if you 
had been in such pain, and had all this air 
pumped into your lungs all night to put out 
the fire that was raging inside you and 
pump up your lung, then had your sheets 
removed and replaced because they were 
ringing wet, with you still in the bed, you 
would also not have read ñthat memoò!!!!) 
Apparently ñthat memoò stated that I had 
Salmonella poisoning and Phenomena and 
Pleurisy with the whole collapsed lung and 
Pulmonary Embolism thing. Sternly the Dr. 
told me that each of those ñailmentsò were 

potentially lethal on their own, and I had all 4 of them together and I was still here !!!! (Goodness 
me, how inconsiderate of me!!! I should have read ñthat memoò) Below  - The ñGlass 
Menagerieò where I spent 6 days. 

      

       
The Mask that put the ñfire outò, no, helped to inflate the tyre, I mean the lung ! 
 
Needless to say, my lifeguard was working overtime that night, he heard everyoneôs calls and 
prayers, and sprang into actionééééééé  
Over the next 6 days, as the pain eased and the recovery process started, I got to know my 
surroundings and my caretakers a little better, (not that that was necessarily a good thing.) 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER THE NEXT.    -   THE BEDPAN and THE SLUICE ROOM. 
I have never been to hospital in my life. I was born in a nursing home (donôt remember that 
birthday too well!) and I gave birth to my daughter in a nursing home, it was 28 years ago, but I 
remember that birthday very well. That was my experience of ñhospitals.ò So what 
nextééééé..In ICU, there is no such thing as a toilet !!  You ring the nurse for a bedpan, it 



doesnôt come with instructions, and if you are tied up to a heart machine, a drip with 4 different 
lines going into your hand (yes. Ouch) and a temperature gauge (in your groin) and a blood 
pressure machine securely attached to your other arm, and some wire attached here and there 
and everywhere else and, and, and you try to move to accommodate the  bedpan, all of the 
machines beep,beep,ping,ping,buzz,buzz,boop,boop, which in turn hails a host of nurses, who 
all pile into your glass cubicle, which in turn means if you did figure out how to fill the bedpan, 
now youôre snookered. (you try to perform that function in front of an audience, I guarantee you 
wonôt get a drop!) 
Then there was the 3am, Sluice Room Bedpan Rap Song to look forward to every night. If you 
bear in mind that you are unable to sleep in ICU, the noise level and activity go on 24/7 (or in 
my case 24/6),and the sluice room was opposite my little glass cubicle, but some hope does 
exist, at 2:50am, everything is dead quiet and a quick snooze before 3am is in order. Then at 
3am all of the other patients in ICU use the bedpans simultaneously, which in turn leads to the 
ñSluice Room Bedpan Rap Songò which goes like thiséééé. 
Beep,beep, buzz,buzz, ping ping, boop, boop 
Beep,beep, buzz,buzz, ping,ping, boop,boop 
CLANG, CLANG, BANG,BANG.éé..SLOOSH<SLOOSH<SLOOSH, 
CLANG, CLANG, BANG,BANGéééSLOOSH<SLOOSH<SLOOSH, 
which in turn leads calmly and quietly back intoéééé.. 
  



Beep,beep, buzz,buzz, ping,ping, boop,boopéé(repeatééthis is all of the machines in your 
own room that you are attached to.) 
After a while you look forward to the ñSluice Room Bedpan Rap Songò to send you into a fitful 
doze until the blood suckers come back an hour later looking for your veinséééééééé.. 
All in all another highlight of my eventful stay in ICU, were my visitors, they all wore these really 
cool high fashion plastic aprons, unisex of course, did much for their complexions, made them 
all look as pale and washed out as I was. Hahaha. 

        
My daughter Jen and my brother Chris sporting their new high fashion, unisex plastic 
apronsééééé 
 
After such a great start to 2014, I was surprised to find myself in such dire straights in February, 
especially on Valentines Day. Nevertheless I tried to see the funny side of life and wrote this 
article about ñMy Little Triumphant Run to ICUò. 
On a more serious note, I would like to thank each and everyone who sent their good wishes 
and prayers my way. While lying in ICU those first few days, it felt as though I was laying on a 
bed of prayers, and by the Grace of God there go I. 
Helen Flynn. 

 
An example to us all, and Helen was there at the Nationals.  
Ed 

For sale. 
 
1967 Spitfire MK3 
Recently completed re-build  Price R95,000 
Gold Medal  2013  Concours dòElegance. 
Contact Andre Greyling (Pta) on 081 841 
0906 (after 1830hrs) 
Or lizgreyling45@gmail.com 
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1956 TR3 
This is Chris Ferreiraôs car. Price R230,000 ono 
Contact Dean on 071 874 8116 
Or Elaine on 073 254 2920 

 
 
 
 
From the bookshelf 
 

Triumphs feature greatly in recent UK International magazines so let us kick off with the May 
issue of ñMotor Sport ñthat has recently taken to  re-running road test from the past and so we 
get the February 1955 road test by Bill Boddy of the 1954 TR2. 
In Aprilôs ñClassic & Sports Carò we find the description and photoôs of a lightweight steel 
flywheel with integral ring gear weighing only 5.15kg Suitable for TR 2ôs to TR4Aôs it accepts 
standard TR4A ï 6 Clutch and is compatible with the original crankshaft. It is obtainable from 
www.cambridgemotorsport.com at £430.8 that includes UK VAT. 
Now the May edition of ñClassic & Sports Carò really does us proud. 
First up is the recently renovated Hotel de France situated near Le Mans and the formed the 
base for many of the most important teams including Ford, Aston Martin, and Porsche and yes 
Triumph. The article is mainly of photographs and the opening photo is this one reproduced 
below. 
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It is followed by a full colour six page comparative test between a 1968 Vauxhall Viva GT 
(1975cc, 4 cyl, 105 bhp @ 5,600 rpm on twin Strombergôs) and a 1968 Triumph Vitesse 2 Litre 
(1998cc, 6 cyl, 95bhp@5, 000 rpm on twin Zenith-Strombergôs). James Page finds it not 
possible to choose between them. 
Now if thatôs not enough, in the same issue the Triumph Vitesse is tipped, in a half page article 
as a classic to watch for as price rise. 
We are still not finished because on the very next page there begins a four page buyers guide, 
featuring the Triumph Roadster, I found the alternatives being the Austin A90 Atlantic and the 
Sunbeam Talbot 90 DHC as strange, that is until you realise that the engine was developed 
from the pre war Standard engine supplied to Jaguar for their SS. 
 
Eric Fletcher 
 

A blast from the past 
 

 

In the March edition of Sabrina Eric has invited comment from us on the 
report of the ñelderly TRôsò that blasted around the Gerotek circuit in 1989, 
as was reported by the motoring editor of the Star. One of the advantages 
of the bigger centres in Gauteng is that many interesting events and 
outings are organised because of the size of the centres and the resources 
that they have, whereas we seem to be confined to lunches and breakfast 
runs in Cape Town. I have forgotten just who had organised this outing to 
the high speed testing circuit although I have not forgotten the day and the 
excitement. It was a warm still day with conditions that were ideal for a fast 
run in an open sports car. An invitation to drive oneôs TR at high speed, 
legally, was not to be passed up! 
A selection of representative TR's were chosen to go round the oval,  
banked high speed test circuit outside Pretoria, with the motoring press 
present in order to report the capabilities of these classic cars. We were 
given many practice laps before the timed runs. Initially one belted full tilt 
down the straights but could not help breaking for the turns that seemed to 
loom ominously large before oneôs eyes. After a while one progressed to 
taking the right foot off the throttle, rather than braking and eventually, 
realising that your car could make the turns at full throttle without flying over 
the top,  and that the banked curves gave stability,  lap after exciting lap 
followed during which there were  timed runs. I was, of course, 
disappointed that my actual speed was far less than it seemed. It was also 
just like Harry to show a pair of clean heels to the pack. 



The TSCC has seen interesting and beautiful cars and events come and 
go; but greater memories will live on because of the interesting characters 
that we have had, and still have, in the club-characters like those who are 
described in this article. I had to smile at the description of Peter du 
Sautoyôs luxuriant moustache twitching in indignation because his beautiful 
white TR 5 had let him down.  I had met Peter in the early 1980s in 
Johannesburg when he was then driving a white Stag, and sporting a 
magnificent handlebar moustache that many a RAF pilot would have 
envied. The story of how he won the TR5 in a raffle has often been told but 
it was, as I recall, the fact that it let him down at the Gerotek circuit that 
decided him to rebuild it with the help of his then very young son Guy who 
now owns the blue TR5 bequeathed to him by his late father.  
Gary Blake is still around, a true petrol head who races a TR6 and a GT6 
and owns  various Triumph sports cars. Together with the Dave Beard 
mentioned as Club secretary in the article, he took part in a trans Africa 
rally in a modified Triumph 2000 saloon back in the late 80ôs. It is a pity that 
the Club lost Gary as a member.  
I donôt need to say anything about our larger than life TR2 owner, Harry, 
who regularly beat all-comers at driving tests for decades until he was shot 
in the arm by an intruder. Races, rallies, concours, driving tests; Harry has 
done it all with acclaim and he and his TR2 have probably featured in more 
press articles about our club than anyone. 
Eddie Steele and son Eric, arer not only still around but, judging from the 
Johannesburg centre newsletters , are both still active in the club. In those 
days before cellphones were invented these two stalwarts with their CB 
radios were the communication eyes and ears of the club for those long 
haul convoys from the,  then Transvaal, to the coast to take part in national 
gatherings.   
Thanks for reviving the memory, Eric, and may the Triumph Sports Car 
Club continue to create many more in the decades to come. 
Cheers 
Dennis Cook 
 

My triumphs  
 
Like so many of you, my involvement with Triumphs dates back to the years when they rolled off 
the production line, but with one big difference, I did not own one. Growing up in Vienna in a 
time when the German ñWirtschaftwunderñ positively affected the Austrian Economy, cars 
began to fill the streets and with no private garages in the center street parking was the norm. 
Cars where usually small limousines of mostly European origin and sports cars where normally 
admired in showrooms or magazines. We belonged to the Fiat family and had many of them 
from 1955 until 1995 when my father passed away. 
  



In the early 60´s, on my daily way to school, there was this oh so different looking car, a two 
seater with a long bonnet with a hump on top and very distinctive eyebrows.  
You guessed right, it was a TR4! The picture burnt itself into my memory bank to re-emerge 
many years later. 
In my student years as a good boy and depending on my fathers cheques I had a number of 
small Fiats first a 600 and then a 126. The first died from rust and the second one was pretty 
new but had accident damage. Under a family friends guidance I did my first sort of rebuild to 
such an effect, that I was offered one day at our Fiat garage, where I sneaked my cars in for 
service on my fathers account, a Austin Healey 3000 in exchange. Not knowing the Healey's 
common history with Triumphs at the time, I was fascinated. The only real problem was the 
condition of the car, after more then a year open outside rust had settled in badly and the 
interior was gone for good. With now way to drive the car and restore it at the same time - 
remember street parking -  I had to give it a miss. 
Turning the clock fast forward we are now around the year 2000 in South Africa where I moved 
to with my wife Paula in 1996. Business was good and living in the best part of the country on 
the Garden Route a sports car became a serious option and I went as far as Ermelo to buy a 
Spitfire, hairy chested side screens were just too intimidating. But when I saw it close up it was 
too girly and a TR4/4A became the focus of my desire.  
In 2001 I drove my first one in CapeTown, only to chicken out at the end, because of work to be 
done on it. Another 4A in Capet Town also did not make the cut and finally in 2002 I found my 
TR4A (later known as the Blue Flame) in Johannesburg. On the test drive and on the way to 
John Dobbins to have the car evaluated, the timing chain tensioner broke and scared the heck 
out off me. I was driving on my own as the owner had now time to come with me. John 
explained that the problem was not serious and with the owner declaring he would get it fixed if I 
bought the car a deal was struck. While I flew back to George, John looked after the mechanical 
side and about a month later I proudly drove my TR4A to George, where I started to clean up 
the engine bay and to rebuild the not so nice interior. 
Consequently I joined the closest Triumph Club in PE. With a new interior and the car looking 
respectable we attended our first Nationals in 2004 in Port Edward. Going that far and with no 
idea what I had to do for the concourse I went to play Golf on cleaning day. A silver medal in 
d´Elegance was not only because of a not perfectly clean car and more cosmetic surgery was 
conducted. With Gold missed just about, in Hermanus, the engine came out and serious 
bodywork took place Gold twice in 2008 and 2010 was a result of a lot of work. Having no more 
work left I decided to sell the 4A, a move very much regretted. 
The car went to Scotland and the new owner drove it out of the container in the south of 
England and straight home without a glitch. 
  



Meanwhile a second TR had joined the stable, the 73 TR6 ĂRed Baronò. What a great drive! 
Knowing this car had a rust problem I patched up what was necessary and it is currently 
undergoing a body-off restoration. 
The real challenge came in 2010 when I was able to purchase the wreck of a TR2 resting in a 
container for 25 years. More than a year of painstaking labour resulted in the Jabbeke Special 
that failed his debut at the 2012 Nationals but successfully competed this year in Ramsgate, 
gaining a Gold in the Concours dôElegance. 
 
Heinrich Koncki 
 
Thanks Heinz now we wait for Alan Grantôs and Mike Napoliôs tales. 
Ed 

 
WHAT CAR IS THIS?  
 

 
Name the Make.  
Name the Model.  
Give the engine size. 
Where was it made & when?   
Does it have Triumph DNA? 
 
 
 

 
 
 

aŀǊŎƘΩǎ Mystery 
Car  

 
Now donôt say that I didnôt warn you. Yes it is a Maserati but which model? 
  



It is actually a Frua bodied A6G/2000 Spyder of which only 18 were built. 
However the one in the photograph is a Frua Spyder body on a Triumph TR3 chassis. The tale 
of how this came about was recounted in the September 2013 edition of Classic & Sports Cars 
to whom thanks is due. 
This car was the first of the 18 and sold in Rome in 1953 only to then go to Texas in 1955 and 
was extensively raced there. In 1956 the workshop that housed it was struck by a Tornado 
damaging the bodywork that was then removed and replaced with aòBarchettaò style body. Both 
body and chassis went their separate ways. The body was later found in 1957 and was then 
fitted to a Triumph TR3 chassis complete with engine and transmission at some time in the 
1960ôs. It then once again vanished only to re-appear in the mid 1980 in Las Vegas. This time it 
went to Seattle and was the resold for $26,500 by Sam Mann who had it rebuilt using a 
Maserati 1954 A6G 2000 Allemano coupe rolling chassis. There is no mention of the Triumph 
chassis or running gear that ran for over twenty years as a Maserati Triumph Frua Spyder. 
Eric Fletcher 
 

A TRIP AROUND EUROPE IN A TR3 ς 10 000 MILES 
IN THREE MONTHS 
 
People ask me why my love for Triumphs.   Well, the story that follows concerns a TR3 that 
carried me around Europe in 1961 with virtually zero problems, and persuaded me to buy my 
first Triumph, a Spitfire in 1965 in British Racing Green.   
My work colleague Dave owned the TR3. It had the small-mouth TR3 grille, and was red with 
cream interior.  I had no car as yet, being a few years younger than Dave. I was 21; Dave was 
24.  
  
He and I decided that being single, we should save and plan a European trip, and so it 
happened on June 23rd 1961 that we left our families in England and set off. 
When we applied for 3 months leave and explained why, our boss had asked us to resign with 
no guarantee of re-employment, and that we would regret our foolhardy plan. 



Crafty old Dave had met many continental girls at a club in London near his home.   They were 
temporarily in London as au pairs, but he hadnôt lost contact with them when they left, and 
theyôd all been told he was coming over to see them again. 
Dave did all the driving and I was navigator, controller of documents and treasurer.   We had to 
quit our jobs ï we were both designers of car-body tooling for what was then the British motor 
Industry. 
We crossed the Channel by car-ferry to France and drove north through Belgium.  We entered 
Holland and camped at Haarlem.  After visits to Volendam and Edam, we went on to Germany.   
We camped north of Hamburg entering Denmark the next day. 
You soon learn that the last thing you do when leaving a country by road is to use all your 
change for petrol, and I thus avoided carting a load of coins all over Europe. 
It did not take me long to realise that just about all Danish girls score a 10 out of 10!    Even the 
young lady in the Bureau de Change was a stunner!  We camped at Kolding that night. 
Through Odense next morning and on to Ladby where we saw an original Viking boat  in the 
museum, having been dug out of peat nearby. 
A car-ferry took us to Zealand and we drove into Copenhagen where we camped at a large well 
organised site.     Next day crossed to Sweden by ferry.   At Folkenburg we suffered the first 
snag with the TR when the speedo cable snapped. 
In 1961 Sweden had a LHS driving rule, same as UK and SA, and had devised a flat s-bend for 
the LHS and a ramped s-bend for the RHS to enable drivers to change their lanes without 
stopping.  We encountered this at the Swedish/ Norwegian border. 
We camped near Oslo, went into town where we met Elsa and Maret who took us to the main 
attractions for the next few days.  For the three days in and around Oslo, the TR carried all four 
of us without a murmur.   Two of us sat on the rear top with feet in the well, seat belts not having 
been invented then! 
Saying good-bye to the girls we continued on to Stockholm in heavy rain, saw what we could, 
and continued to Uppsala where the weather improved.     We headed north through Umea and 
Lulea, but the roads were getting bad in places.  
 
We finally entered the Arctic Circle and continued to Pello where we caught a small ferry across 
the river into Finland.   



   
Now we turned south on a dirt road leaving a long plume of dust behind the TR.   At one point 
we stopped for a break and the TR got stuck in soft sand.   Fortunately a truck driver stopped 
and towed us back onto the road.   On we went to Jyvaskyla.   At that time of year there is 
virtually no night darkness.    The sun drops at a very slow angle and just dips below the 
horizon, before rising again a few minutes later, close to where it had set! 
We arrived in Helsinki where Dave was to meet one of his old London girl friends, Liisa.   We 
stayed with her and her mother.  The Finns are very serious people and wanted to know from 
us what we thought of the Russian/Finnish situation.   Um, well...........!      Their architecture is 
also very sombre.  We were taken to the grave of Sibelius and I actually sat on the very bench 
where he sat to compose Finlandia, one of my favourite pieces of music.  
It was from Finland that we sent our UK boss a postcard telling him, tongue-in-cheek, that we 
were regretting every minute of our trip!  We saw the card on our return, pinned to the notice 
board at work. 
Lisaôs brother took us to his summer cottage out of town where we had a real country sauna. In 
accordance with tradition we stripped off and were given bunches of birch twigs, thick with 
leaves, with which to lash each other.    We were advised to put on costumes before running 
past the house down to the lake, as granny was now sitting in the window waiting for the two 
English boys to run past!   The Finns sang folk songs to us and we were asked to sing 
something in return, which was not easy.  I think we gave them a rendering of Molly Malone and 
Frere Jacques, neither of which were particularly English. 
After looking around Helsinki we left next day for Turku where we boarded a car-ferry and sailed 
past countless very pretty small islands, most with summer cottages on them. 
We landed in Stockholm and drove across to Boras where we camped. A couple of local girls, 
Anita and Birgitta showed us around Boras. The following day we drove to Halsingborg.  En 
route we encountered a couple of Swedish guys in a Volvo who wanted to race the TR.   Dave 
backed off at around 100 mph as it was not clever racing with a boot rack piled high with 
suitcase and spare wheel! 
Back across Denmark, via Copenhagen and Gedser.   Crossed to Germany and drove to 
Lubeck and Hamburg which we looked around after camping near the city.   Then on to 
Hanover where we met some locals and had a fun evening at a dance club. 
Next morning we continued to Gottingen where Dave met up with another of his old flames!  We 
stayed in a small hotel that night but moved to a campsite next day.    Did a service on the TR 
and then left for Kassel.  Whilst in Sweden we had met some holidaying U.S. servicemen and 
their families who travelled in huge station wagons, complete with fridges,  



what luxury!   They insisted we call on them in Germany and so we had a happy reunion.  
We then drove to Koblenz and camped where the Rhine and Moselle meet.  Made friends with 
Dutch, German and Danish folk and spent three delightful days there.   We continued our trip by 
driving along the beautiful Rhine valley to Frankfurt where we spent a night, on to Heidelberg, 
again a most beautiful setting with tree covered hills above the river and later in the evening an 
illuminated castle and fireworks. 
Up early and on to Stuttgart, and Ulm where we visited the cathedral and town hall.   It was here 
we saw the Danube River.   
We drove to Munchen via Augsburg where we camped for a night.  Following morning we went 
into town to purchase a new tyre to replace one that was badly cut, we think, crossing tramlines, 
although it still held pressure.     
 
We also had a slow puncture repaired in another tyre, not bad for a distance weôd covered thus 

far. 
Following day drove to 
Austria, but before border, 
encountered a British bus 
which was a little stuck, just 
off the road.   So, with 
passengers pushing and 
the TR towing, we got the 
bus mobile again! 
With the Bavarian Alps to 
our right, we drove on to 
Salzburg, magnificent 
scenery all round and 
camped in town.   Next 
morning after a quick look 
around, we moved on to 
Vienna. 

On the way, picked up a young lady hitchhiker and took her home.  As thanks, she invited us to 
use her home that we did gratefully and could catch up on laundry in her washing machine that 
was luxury indeed!  Being a very hot day (42C) we stayed home but after a good storm it cooled 
so looked over Vienna, visited the Prater funfair and rode on the big wheel. 
We left Vienna the following day but had to return to find a bank.   Weôd filled the tank a few 
Kms out of town but, embarrassingly for me, did not have enough cash to pay for it!  No such 
things as credit cards in those days.   I waited at the petrol station as surety while Dave took a 
petrol attendant with him to make doubly sure he would return with the cash. 
Camped at Klagenfurt that night, by a lake.   Next morning drove on to Villach and then the 
Italian border.   Beautiful mountainous country, but very poor looking local population and many 
villages still in a rundown state from the results of World War II.   
  



The TR just purred along.   We arrived later at the campsite at Mestre, outside Venice.  We 
explored Venice the following day enjoying all the famous sights.   Stuck in camp the following 
morning due to heavy rain but later took a boat trip to the Lido, still raining.   All lights failed in 
Venice ï only lights were those on the boats, including ours!  Following morning took a boat to 
the island of Murano, famous for its glass blowing, where I bought a glass ashtray that I still 
have but do not use anymore!!!! 
Drove the next day down the Adriatic coast through all the famous resorts and camped at 
Riccione.  Went on to Termoli campsite and actually had real Italian spaghetti in a small 
restaurant.  Swam in the Adriatic before we left to cross Italy to the Mediterranean side where 
we camped in a live volcanic crater at Pozzuoli Solfatara.   Here you could buy a fresh egg that 
they would cook it for you in the popping and bubbling Sulphur that came through the many 
vents in the ground surface. 
In the morning we drove to Pompei where we spent several hours looking around the amazing 
place and just absorbing the atmosphere. 
We drove along the spectacular Almalfi coast road with sheer drops down to the sea, back to 
Naples and then on to Rome and a campsite.   High priority the next day was to find a Michelin 
dealer as our two front tyres were looking very worn and scuffed.    We were fortunate to buy a 
couple of very good used Michelin X's and these comfortably saw us home to England.   I noted 
that we paid 3000 lire for the two tyres that would be R18.83 at todayôs exchange rate! 
Over the following four days we ódidô Rome enjoying all the wonderful sights including the 
Vatican City.  We saw police chase and catch a guy trying to break into a little Fiat.   He ran into 
the Coliseum but the cops found him, brought him out and took him away! 
We left Rome and drove alongside the Via Appia Antica for several km; the old road untouched 
since Biblical times and dead straight for over 60 Kms.    Leaving the main road, we made for 
the coast and drove to Pisa where we found a large campsite.   Swam in the Med and saw the 
sights of Pisa next day. 
Then on to Firenze (Florence) and saw the magnificent sights in the city.   Continued on to 
Bologna, over the Apennines.   Spectacular scenery and then to Modena where we made 
application to visit the Maserati factory.   Spent the night in a hotel.   Next morning arrived at 
Maserati where we were taken on a tour.   Very interesting to see a couple of GT sport sedans 
being finished, and outside a 3-litre V12 vehicle which had entered Le Mans.   



 One of these Maserati 
63s came fourth at Le 
Mans that year (1961) 
behind three Ferraris.  
BUT in the top fifteen 
finishers there were 
three TRIUMPH TR 4s.   
 Wow! 
Leaving Modena we 
drove on to Milan and 
camped at a site next to 
the airport.   
 Looked around Milan 
next morning then went 
on past Como to 
Switzerland.    Camped 
that night by a huge 
lake surrounded by snow-capped mountains at Sisikon.      We had passed through the St. 
Gotthard Pass, a gravel road in those days and 7000 ft. high, but the TR did not complain. 
Next day on to Biel via Zurich.  Spent one night there as we had promised to call on the mother 
of a workmate back in UK.    She fed the two hungry and grateful Englishmen that evening, 
nothing quite like home cooking when on a camping trip! 
Beautiful scenery all around as we followed Lake Leman to Montreux and Chateau de Chillon   
Camped at Martigny and sat in a bar for as long as possible due to a tremendous thunder 
storm, not too much of a problem! 
Drove through Grand St. Bernard Pass into Italy and Turin where our lives took a major up-turn.   
We stayed with the Ecoffer family through one of Daveôs contacts, Yvette. They were on holiday 
and a  large family was assembled there at their summer residence.  Had super time with them, 
eating well and playing various sports.   I came stone last at Petanque, a French bowling game 
and a national sport.   My forfeit was to choose and sing a song. I could only think of óFrankie 
and Johnnyô but I had to translate the story into French first.  Gulp!!  I sort of managed, using my 
schoolboy French, and was applauded loudly.    A couple of days there and we moved on to the 
Italian coast, which we followed towards France. 
We were stopped for speeding in a small village by an Italian cop toting a gun, so we pleaded 
guilty and were given a spot fine of 1000 lire, about R6 at todayôs conversion rate!  He had a 
phrase book which he read to us and we nearly fell out of the car laughing when we heard ï ñ 
you óave exceeded the maximum permitted velocityò.    So we took his phrase book and wrote in 
it what he should have said. 
  



Crossed border into France and drove on to Eze, where we located Yvetteôs father.  He was 
receptionist at the very upmarket Cap Estel hotel.  Interestingly, each year the Lotus F1 racing 
team stayed there, including Colin Chapman, founder of Lotus.  We were directed to the familyôs 
French home where Yvette met us.   Spent many happy days there much of it on the beach and 
eating very well.   Also visited Monaco where we walked and drove around the Grand Prix 
circuit.   
 
 
Took photos of Dave in the TR on the circuit.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yvetteôs father 
insisted we stopped 
by the hotel for 
drinks every day 
that was no 
problem.  Much 
wine was 
consumed and the 

last drink always an anisette. 
After a really enjoyable time we had to move on but only after we had given a tow to a pair of 
broken-down Austrians who were obviously not in a Triumph!   Went through Cannes,  Avignon 
(with its half- bridge) to Orange.  Next day, on to Montelimar, the home of nougat, Lyon and 
Nevers. 
Leaving Nevers we stopped briefly in Orleans for a cool drink, sitting under a statue of St. Joan 
in the square.    Next we visited Fontainebleau and the palace, which we toured, including its 
magnificent gardens.   Drove on to Paris but the campsite very poor so booked into a small 
hotel in the city where Val and I stayed three years later, in 1964 as part of our three week, ten 
country honeymoon, but that is another story, then in a Hillman Minx soft top. It would be 1965 
before we got our brand-new Spitfire Mk.1. 
We  went to the Follies Bergere at the Moulin Rouge that evening.  Following day did all the 
usual things, The Louvre ï you wouldnôt believe how lax the security was in ô61.  The place was 
just about empty.  I had the Mona Lisa to myself, within grabbing distance with no one in sight.   
Same story with Venus de Milo.   I suppose folk generally did not go around stealing or de-
facing works of art in those days.   Following day did the Sacre Coeur, Arc de Triumph (I think it 
was named after a famous brand of English car), Eiffel Tower, Montmartre  etc. etc. 
  



So it was Thursday 21st. September 1961 that Dave and I drove the last stretch from Paris to 
Boulogne where we caught a car ferry across to the White Cliffs of Dover. 
Oh, I almost forgot, we both got our jobs back when we re-applied for them. 
 
Bing Bowden 
 
KZN 
  

²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ¢wΩǎ ƪŜȅǎΚ 

By Dennis Cook 
A while ago I misplaced the keys for my TR6. Now, I always put my keys in the same place so I 
know where to find them; except that sometimes one gets a phone call or other distraction while 
having keys in hand, and then one puts the keys down wherever one may be. Like many of us 
now, I am sure that half your day is spent looking for the things that you have put down 
somewhere. I have had only the one set of keys for the TR6 ever since owning the car some 20 
years ago and often thought what on earth to do if the keys are lost? This is not my only 
problem though. I have a Mini panel van as my business vehicle for which the key to the double 
doors at the back has suffered from metal fatigue and is in danger of splitting across the middle; 
so much so that I dare not use the key. Enquiries locally had revealed that it is not possible to 
get a duplicate key cut for these classic vehicles, as there are no suitable blanks available to do 
the job.  Our local key cutting service had told me that he could cut a key if I brought him a 
suitable blank. 
After researching the Internet I decided that the best service that would get me the correct key 
blanks is Triple-C.com, (http://www.triple-c.com )  a website that offers a wide range of 
accessories and bits for classic cars. Their website is easy to use and contains enough useful 
information to ensure that you get the right key, first time. What I liked is that they show cross-
section views looking from tip of key towards the head to enable you to positively identify your 
requirement. Yes, it is a US based website and the postage is a bit on the high side, but I have 
been very impressed by both the quality and the quick service.  
They offer a replacement of the composite headed British Leyland key that is almost identical to 
that of my existing key for the TR6.  FS and FP Keys were the most commonly used key used 
by British car manufacturers (Mini, Triumph, etc) from as far back as the ó50ôs and they supply 
generic, uncut blanks to enable one to get your local key shop to cut you a duplicate from your 
old key.  I was able to purchase blanks from this range for my TR6 boot, my Mini van and even 
for my TR3. If you have the code stamped on the original key that you want to duplicate, they 
also supply keys cut to code, which this will give you a sharp original key that is obviously better 
than copying a worn out one. Nevertheless, the keys that I had cut locally all fit and operate 
well.  I now have a duplicate set of keys for all of my cars, which are safely locked away in case 
of ever being needed.  
PS ï my wife knows where to find them if I canôt remember! 
 
 

Do you drive a bargain? 
 

Another gratefully received piece from Dennis Cook 
 
A decade or so  ago, classic cars such as our TRôs were being sold in 
South Africa for similar prices to those being fetched in the UK, taking 
exchange rates into account. Over the past few years the situation has 
changed and classics are now being sold here at truly bargain prices by 
international standards.  There are, of course, two major reasons for the 
discrepancy- the general poor state of the South African economy, with 
fewer buyers having disposable income for such luxuries, and the 
deterioration of the Rand against major currencies.  
It has until recently been conventional wisdom that the top price that a 
good TR 3/4/6 is around R200,000 with TR5ôs getting a bit more. We have 

http://www.triple-c.com/


even seen good TRôs  being sold recently by the reputable Classic car 
brokers at R200-R220, which is around GBP 12,000.   
Sadly, there is another wave of export of classics from our shores as a 
result of these factors.  
If you own a concours TR is it really worth only R200,000?  
Firstly, if a car is to be fully restored today, unless you can do almost of the 
work yourself,  you are unlikely to run up a bill much under R150K.  
A cheque book full rebuild will cost the owner in the order of R250,000. 
Secondly,  the scarcity factor has to be taken into account and, finally, what 
can you buy with the money that your cherished classic may bring? 
A friend in the Club had recently considered selling his very good TR3, and 
was dismayed by the sort of numbers being mentioned, feeling that his car 
was worth much more going by prices advertised in the UK magazines. 
After some research he found a really useful UK Valuation website which 
he shared with me : www.hagertyinsurance.co.uk ï which will give you a 
valuation of your classic based upon its condition. Here is just one example 
: 
 
1961 Triumph TR3A      

Fair                      £9,800 (R176,000) 
Good                   £15,200 (R270,000) 
Excellent             £23,500 (R423,000) 
Concours            £33,000 (R590,000) 
Condition            1: Concours 
Condition            #1 vehicles are the best in the world. éé..  
The one word description for #1 cars is "Concours." 
Condition       2: Excellent .#2 cars could win a local or regional show.  

You might also be interested to take a look at the US website http://www.hagerty.com which will 
not only give you a similar valuation method, but will give you a graphic representation of their 
market values over the past 5 years or so.  
They value the TR series at similar prices (in US$) with top TR3ôs being valued at around 
R550,000. I will not belabour the point, but look also at European dealers ads on the Internet. 
Our local prices certainly are not in line with international prices, and it is no wonder that rust 
free, beautifully restored, RSA classics are being sought overseas buyers. At the George motor 
show we spoke to a guy from the UK who was on a buying spree and has this year bought 10 
classic cars for export- no doubt making Norman Frost (and others) a happy man. 
I guess that there is not much that we can do in the short term to change the situation except 
not to give your car away at a ridiculous price if we must sell them. Take heart, there is a 
paradigm shift on the horizon- Crossley and Webb, local classic car brokers, have just sold a 
very pretty black TR3A to a local collector for R350,000. It was by no means a condition 1 car- it 
had no front bumper, had Minilite replica rims and assorted non-original bling but, as far as I am 
aware, this is a new record price for a TR in South Africa.  
You can never lose money on a classic sports car- it is better than money in the bank. 

Thanks Dennis it makes one think. 

Standard vanguard III instruction book 

I indicated in the March issue that I would auction this almost 60 year old piece of Triumph 
history at the Nationals. This was done after prize giving and I was pleasant surprised at the 
response/ the bidding started slowly with eventually two contenders, Jan Coppens and Gino 
Casiere, with Gino eventually being the successful bidder at the princely sum of R550 that will 
go to the club fund. Thanks Gino and all you other bidders. 
SECTION 2 CONTINUES  

http://www.hagertyinsurance.co.uk/
http://www.hagerty.com/


Eric Fletcher 

  



 
  



 
 
 
 
 


