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Thanks to ñ Motor Sportò for articles, photoôs and 
adverts from their 1974 issues. 



 

TOP two adverts. 
Yellow DollyS is 
Andy Rouse & 
Tony Dron 5th at 
Spa 24 hrs. In a  
Broadspeed Dolly 
Sôs t 
MIDDLE 
They also won 
the British 
Manufacturers 
Championship in 
the red Dolly S. 

1974 SA GP at the ñrealò 
Kyalimi. Note Spectators 
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Editorial 
 

Welcome to 2014,which already looks to be a year for us to remember.  

Next Month sees us off to the Nationals in KZN and this coincides with the clubôs 40th birthday. So 

for that reason I have used the inner and outer back covers to take us back in time, to remind us how 

Triumph featured in 1974 . 

Elsewhere you find how expensive cars were back then. 

It appears that we will not be seeing many of the Cape Town members at the Nationals. The reason 

seems to be a combination of distance, cost and total time away from home. Some of you may recall 

that in the June 2012 Sabrina following the Plett Nationals I made a plea to KZN to consider Cape 

Town and PE when planning the Nationals venue.  

That obviously fell on stony ground, so now ahead of the Nationals let me make a new plea that we 

all take a leaf out of Pretoriaôs book and think about having our Nationals somewhere central.  

Maybe always at the same venue as they do in the UK.  

Now Nols made a recommendation to the Pretoria members in November that 12 members should 

contribute an article to the Pretoria Newsletter on ñMy Triumphsò resulting in one article per month. 

I was nominated to contribute the first one for the December issue.  

You will recall that I was campaigning in the December Sabrina for more articles so why donôt we do 

the same? It does not need to be lengthy therefor as an example I am inserting my piece herein. 

There is also a great article from Dennis Cook that I found to be a wonderful example of good news 

and gratitude for good service and I wonder how many of us could contribute something similar, 

particularly regarding assistance from other members. 

In Decemberôs Sabrina in the for sale section there was a long list of TR7 spares, unfortunately I 

omitted to identify the seller, who of course is John Dobbins, so to make recompense I have repeated 

the piece in this issue. 

Once again we have a missing Regional Report. I have to admit to getting more than a little bit 

peeved at people contacting me to ask what my deadline is, usually after it has gone.  

Does no one read the Contents page? 

There in BOLD  is the date for submissions to the next Sabrina so why the missing reports. 

You will be wondering why your Sabrina has arrived later than usual.  

Well one of my daughters got married on March 2nd and this brought family from overseas who only 

returned home on the 17th. Of course the days prior to the wedding were also upside down. 

All of this unfortunately affected my normal schedule . 

See you at the Nationals 

Eric Fletcher 

 
/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ /Ƙŀǘ  
 

There are a number of challenges that all the classic cars today face.  

Some of the members that grew up with the classic cars are no longer able to 

drive their cars and also thus not able to participate in events.  

 We have to pass the baton onto the younger generation who are still able  

to and can still enjoy driving and attending to the cars we grew up with.  

Another challenge is the continuing escalation of costs and if you just take  

fuel as an example, the price went from about R4.00 per litre in 2004 to just un

der R14.00 at the moment, which makes it very expensive to attend the nation

al gathering especially when it is 1600 kilometres away. 

We have had success in our club with many of our members still active  

and involved in the management of the club and participation in the events, but

 it is still something to think about. 



I am also looking forward to seeing and meeting many of the new members wh

o will attend the national gathering for the first time. This has been a  

factor that is important for the sustainability and growth of the club that new me

mbers attend a national gathering.  

Management of the clubs are just as important for the future.  

 General management skills are required and there are the National and 

 Club constitutions to guide you as most aspects are covered in them.  

One of the most important aspects that is required is enthusiasm and  

dedication, the rest will be history. 

One thing to keep in mind is that this is our hobby and we do it for the love of it

. We are not paid to do it, so please bear with us, we do what we can in our sp

are and family time. 

That's it for now, enjoy what's left of the summer and see you soon. 

Triumphant Regards 

Gerhard. 

 
 
 
 
 
treasurers report 
 

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA  

NATIONAL ACCOUNT  

INCOME STATEMENT  FOR THE YEAR  ENDED 31ST  DECEMBER 2013 AND 

COMPARATIVE PERIOD OF 23 RD MAY TO 31ST  DECEMBER 2012  (unaudited) 

                                                           2012                            2013 

INCOME 

Membership fees received from Centres     4 301,50                  39 545,00 

 

EXPENDITURE 

Bank costs                                                       223,20                      398,00 

Sabrina, printing costs                                 15 069,85                 27 989,04 

Sabrina, postage                                           5 251,25             (incl in above) 

Membership cards, printing and postage         931,43                      926,00 

SAMCA fees                                                                                   2 592,50 

Total expenditure                                         21 475,73                 31 905,54 

SURPLUS  (DEFICIT)                                 17 174,23)                  7 639,46 

 

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA  

NATIONAL ACCOUNT  

ACCUMULATED FUNDS STATEMENT AS AT 31st DECEMBER 2013 (Unaudited) 

                                                                     2012                             2013 



Opening bank balance   (23/5/ 2012)     46 410,00  (1/1/ 2013)   29 235,77 

Plus surplus  (Less deficit)                     (17 174,23)                       7 639,46 

Total Membersô interest                          29 235,77                      36 875,23 

Represented by bank balance                29 235,77                      36 875,23 

 

John Roets 
 

 
REGISTRARS REPORT 
 

The very last Triumph sports cars assembled or built in South Africa,  

the Spitfires, are the discussion topic in this report.  

These Triumphs were assembled from 1963 to 1971in three different local plants:-  

Motor Assemblies (Toyota South Africa near Durban nowadays) from 1963 to 1967; the Rover South 

Africa plant in Port Elizabeth in 1968/69 (closed down by 1970); and the former Leyland South 

Africa in Blackheath, Cape Town, from 1970 to 1971. 

The Mk1, Mk2, and Mk 3 Spitfires were the only locally assembled sports cars from CKD kits 

received from Coventry in the United Kingdom since local assembly of the TR2/3/3A. The Mk4 and 

1500 models found locally were all specially imported by Leyland SA dealers or brought with by 

immigrants. 

 Although the Spitfire Mk1 was launched in the UK in 1962 local assembly started at Motor 

Assemblies in 1963 and carried on until 1966/7 when the Mk2 replaced the local assembly of the 

Mk1 at Motor Assemblies.   

The Motor Assembly units all carry the prefix óTS4ô (Triumph Sports) in their local assembly 

numbers. With the advent of the Mk3 (already in 1967 in the UK) local assembly commenced in 

1968 but was switched to the Rover plant in Port Elizabeth where it remained up to the following 

year.  

The first Mk3 units in local assembly are identified by the prefix óRô (Rover) in their local assembly 

numbers. With the merger of Leyland (owners of Triumph) and the British Motor Corporation 

(BMC) to form British Leyland, it was logical to have all assembly under one roof in the existing 

BMC plant (Austin, Morris , etc) at Cape Town (Leykor/ Leyland SA). From 1970 Triumph Spitfire 

Mk3 assembly switched to Blackheath and remained there until all CKD kits were assembled as late 

as 1971. By this time the Mk3 had already been phased out in the UK when the Spitfire Mk4 was 

introduced in 1970 already. The Blackheath assembled cars are identified by the prefix óS/Fô (Spit 

Fire) in their local assembly numbers. 

 

Spitfire type Production years  

in UK 

Local production  

years 

Total production Total in SA Register 

Mk1 1962-1965 1963-1966 45 753 64 

Mk2 1965-1967 1966-1967 37 409 51 

Mk3 1967-1970 1968-1971 65 320 160 

Mk4 1970-1974        ---- 70 021 26 

1500 1974-1980        ---- 95 829 11 

TOTAL   314 332 312 

. 

An analysis of the above production figures vis-a-vis our own local register holdings reveals an 

interesting situation.  Giovanni Michelottiôs original design of the Spitfire finds expression in the 

Mk1 and 2, while the Mk3 with its raised bumper, represents a very slight face-lift . While the 

original cars (Mk1/2/3) represent the minority in terms of the total production figures (47%), the later 

redesigned cars (Mk 4 and 1500) forms the majority (53%).  Our local register holdings, however, 

show the extreme opposite.  

No less than 88% of the Spitties in our register belong to the first category, while the redesigned later 

cars constitute only 12%. This very unusual situation is obviously accounted for by the fact that the 

Mk1/2/3 Spitfires were assembled locally and that they could be bought off the local dealer 

showroom floors. The very stringent and expensive import regulations in place during the 1970ôs, 



designed to protect the local automobile manufacturing industry, made imports of the relatively 

cheap Spitfire in the UK a costly affair locally. 

The most successful Spitfire ever, the 1492 cc version of the Mk4, known as the óSpitfire 1500ô is a 

scarce Triumph in South Africa. Since it reached a total production run of nearly 96 000 units  

(virtually one third of all Spitfires) it is hard to believe that we can only account for 11 cars in our 

own register. To put this situation in perspective we should compare it to the TR5. This sought after 

Triumph TR with a total production run of less than 3 000 cars has no less than 12 cars listed in our 

register. What an anomaly! 

Cheers vir eers. 

Nols 

 

  

NATIONALS 2014 
  
150 members and 75 cars have booked for this much anticipated gathering at 
T O Strand. Our province is a green paradise right now and the weather is 
everything you could wish for. April will bring cooler days and make for 
excellent top-down drives.  
The various functions are being finalised and much hard work is going into 
ensuring formal entertainment is balanced with relaxation time at the glorious 
South coast.  
So book your bikini wax and get a bucket of sunscreen to ensure you can enjoy Nationals 2014 to the 

fullest. 

The prize giving Gala evening, Wednesday 30th April, will be a 007 affair. Guys, be the James Bond 

you always wanted to be! Don your bow tie and 007 attitude, leave your gun at home!  

Girls be the gorgeous Bond girl, you might find a James Bond on your arm for the evening!" 

 

Halfway Stop-Over to Nationals. 

Bill Ross-Adams of the Green Lantern Inn, Van Reenenôs Pass, will offer any Triumph member 

travelling to the Nationals, an overnight break for Friday 25th , a 5% discount on their total bill for the 

night.   If any members would like to be ahead of the bulk traffic, and travel down on the Thursday 

night, they will be offered a discounted rate of R500. Per couple per night, B&B (normally R560. per 

couple B&B).  These are out of season rates. 

Contact details:   Tel: 058 671 0027    Cell: 081 7440770        Email:  stay@greenlantern.co.za 

   

 

 

 

REGIONAL REPORTS 

 
Bloemfontein 
 

As usual I am in trouble again - my report for Sabrina is late.  Sorry Eric, I will not let it happen 

again.. 

I had just sat down to write Decemberôs report when we got the news that my son-in-law Johan who 

had been cycling had been knocked down by a hit and run driver, and had been seriously injured.  

That was the end of my Sabrina report. Ambulances, paramedics, doctors, hospitals, police and 

whatever.. When I thought of Sabrina again it was too late. 

Thanks to Eric he allowed us to put in some Christmas wishes.   

Other than noggins, we have had no activity since Christmas.   

We are having a bring & braai outing to a friend of mineôs farm on Saturday 22nd February.  He has 



got a very nice collection of Jaguars and a collection of Dinky Toys and other model cars that is very 

valuable. 

We have had terrible heat this January and February to date, with temperatures going up to 40 

degrees.  One day was 43 degrees in my workshop!  This is definitely not open top driving, you will 

end up with boiled brains.. 

 

As I write this report (Valentines Day), I see there are only ten weeks to the Nationals.  Time goes by 

so quickly it seems like last month we were on our way to Plett.  See you at the Nationals! 

 

Drive safely & God bless 

Alan 

 

Border 

Greetings all for 2014, after a restful break over Xmas and New Year we are 
slowly but surely getting things moving in the Border Triumph Club. Our 
Christmas bash was a joint one with the MG club, a very pleasant evening all 
round with some hearty banter over the merits of the Triumphs vs. MGs For 
2014, the review of club finances shows us to be in a healthy state, so thanks 
again to our outgoing Treasurer, Mr John Williams Esq. for stewardship in this 
area in addition for his comprehensive handover to Geoff Kriel and Gavin 
Turner. 

We have already had our 1st event for  2014 with a leisurely booze cruise up 
the Nahoon River followed by a braai at Ted and Wilna Burdenôs house. 
Another fun day guaranteed especially when organised by Gavin Turner. 

Well as far as the Nationals go we have continued to promote our members in 
order to get a decent showing, but regrettably a number of club have already 
got commitments over this period. So far it is myself and Geoff who will flying 
the Border flag at the Nationals, hopefully we may get a few others joining us. 
Other than that, there isnôt really any other news... perhaps my shortest 
contribution o date for Sabrina. 
So I will finish with a joke shared at our Christmas do with the MG club... ñWhat 
do you call an MG with dual exhausts? A Wheelbarrow!ò .... strange that they 
didnôt see the funny side of that ....  

Cheers, 

Phil. 

 

Cape Town 

 

 

First off, we would like to wish everyone all the best for 2104. It has been relatively quiet Triumph 

wise with the Christmas break but needless to say the whole planet seemed to arrive over the festive 

season and our roads are not necessarily built for the large numbers! 

The last event of 2013 was the club concours followed by the AGM. The concours was split into 2 

sections, dôElegance and Pride of Ownership (POO) which has little to do with the protests we have 

been having recently on the N2!! The pride of ownership saw some good entries, in particular 



Richard Grahamôs TR6 which he has owned for over 40 years in 3 different countries and Tommy 

Walkerôs Stag which has a really interesting history and seems to improve every time we see it.  

 

 

Overall the 

pride was 

given to 

Eddie Hughesôs TR7 which achieved the perfect score of 100%, we really could find no area in 

which to fault it and it is a credit to Eddie for the meticulous way in which he keeps it.  

 

Whilst Tom Dougan and I were doing the POO judging, judges were busy scrutinising entries for the 

dôElegance completion. Because of the Cape Doctor was particularly strong, bonnets were only 

raised for the shortest possible time lest they disappeared out of Parrow for good! Again the standard 

of entries was very high and Dennis Cooks TR3A ran out the winner by a narrow margin.  

 

 

There was a late query as to the totals entered on the score sheets so the rest of the field were 



separated by  only 1%, a really great result. 

Once the score were totalled up, Gerhard got the AGM underway. 

 Both he and Tom Dougan were not standing for re- election so that was going to leave a large gap in 

the clubôs management for 2014.  

Tom read his combined treasurers and membership report which showed the club to be in pretty good 

shape overall with a very slight increase in overall membership, particularly in younger members.   

In his chairmanôs report Gerhard said that whilst overall things were positive, there were a few areas 

such as the national gathering where the centre needed to improve its profile and make sure as many 

members as possible went to the national gathering. Once Gerhard had given his report, the 

formalities of electing a new committee were put in place and Frank Dreher was elected to guide the 

club forward.  

The prizes were then announced and Peter Inskip won the club dipstick by a long way. Having got to 

the first part of a run with no difficulty, he then decided to make his own way to the lunch stop but 

managed to get the wrong one and was really late in arriving at the right one!!!  

Dennis Cook was awarded the Chris Schultz trophy for work behind the scenes and Frank Dreher 

won the Des Rudolph trophy for the most active member. Jamie Hart won the new Roger Robeck 

trophy for the most improved car with his newly restored TR4 which he promised would be at 

Timour Hall in January! Once all the prizes had been given away then the fires were lit and a super 

festive time was had to get ready for the festive season. 

The first event of the 2014 calendar was organised by Tom Dougan and took the form of a run for 

brunch in Franschhoek. Unfortunately Graham Goetze developed a problem along the way which 

was diagnosed to be a blown cylinder head gasket so he had to be assisted home. 

There  were many bikers using the pass and after the inevitable accident scene, the group reached 

their destination and were rewarded with a wonderful meal. 

The next event was the annual Timour Hall show which I have to say was one of the best ever. The 

weather was great and the standard of cars really high. The club had itsô usual position in the back 

courtyard and it looked really good with a good selection of cars plus a model display from Ronan 

Sanderson and the regalia stand from Eddie Hughes. Eddie did particularly well from sales and we 

had many very favourable comments. 

There is a run to Kleinmond along the coast road next but the major event in the future is going to be 

the British Sports car tour on the 23rd march which this year will be going to the Agter Paarl are to a 

venue we have used before and really enjoyed. John Parker has taken on the organisation and would 

love to hear from potential participants. 

 

Till next time, happy motoring, 

Jamie Hart    

 

JOHANNESBURG 
 

 
 

We are well into the New Year and have barely made it with submitting this report, having missed 

the last edition deadline; my apologies.  

So a brief recap on the happenings within our club towards the end of 2013. 

John Crowther gave a very interesting photographic presentation of the Goodwood Revival in a 

chilly UK. A well worth visit if you can get past the damaging exchange rate.  Have a word with 

Cliff Turnbull if you are planning a trip. He can recommend and  organise a package since he lives in 

the area. 



We were able to stretch our Triumphôs legs yet again for the October Run (having visited the 

cableway overlooking Hartbeespoort Dam. 

 

 

The month before, this time to the Black Horse Brewery and Restaurant near Magaliesburg. 

For the November Noggin, we said our goodbyes to Cliff and Coral Turnbull and John Reyneke. 

John has retired to Pennington KZN and I understand he has joined the Durban Centre. Cliff and 

Coral have settled in West Surrey, UK. Despite the abundance of water there they love the place and 

look forward to driving their TR3A with their new local club.  

Cliff has already addressed the club with an overview of activities in SA. 

Sadly, Donald McDonald showed first signs of ill health that would curtail a lot of his activities in the 

near future. 

Our November Run took us yet again to the Hartbeespoort Dam area where we gathered for brunch at 

the Windmill Restaurant organised by Jean and Margarita Coppens and Rob McLeod. Sadly, on the 

same day but not with our event, Richard Hulse ï founding member of the Austin Healey Club lost 

his life in an accident in the Fourways area. 

The Cansa Relay was well supported by members of Johannesburg and Pretoria who drove cancer 

survivors, unable to walk the relay. Well done guys. 

To round off the year we enjoyed a well-attended Christmas Lunch at Stone Cradle Restaurant in the 

Rietvlei Dam and Nature Reserve. This was organised by Helen Flynn and Engela Van Vuuren and 

our sincere thanks goes to them. This traditionally is a time for well-deserved awards and of course, 

the exchange of Christmas gifts.   Awards: 

Competition Trophy:  Italo Moranduzzo. 

Ambassador Trophy:  Rene de Villiers 

Chairmanôs Trophy:    John Crowther 

Victrix Ludorum:         Margarita Coppens 

Victor Ludorum:          Robert McLeod 

Well done everyone, my gratitude for your input into our club. 

The turnout for Januaryôs Noggin and Picnic at Glenburn Lodge was disappointing and in a sense 

predictable in a sense predictable.  



 

 

The turnout for the Valentines 

Lunch at Ramkietjie Restaurant in 

the Honeydew area (North western 

area of Johannesburg) supports my 

view that our committee must come 

up with some innovative ideas for 

future events. Attributable facts we 

have to face up to are:  

1. Rising cost of living 

due to damaging 

exchange rates. 

2. Record petrol prices 

3. The hated E-Tolls 

4. Many retirees are 

feeling the pinch of all the facts mentioned above. 

I envisage also, sorry this is so gloomy but facts must be faced; this applies to Johannesburg ï that a 

number of our valuable members will be retiring to the coast soon. This of course will be of benefit 

to clubs in the coastal areas. 

Fear not, two good events on the cards coming soon which wonôt break the bank are: Piston Ring 

Swop Meeting in March which I hope we fly the Triumph flag high and mighty. Likewise and in big 

numbers,  

Angelaôs Picnic in April, where we can showcase our beloved cars to a huge audience. A 

photographic presentation by yours truly of the Air & Space Museum in Washington for those 

interested in aviation.  

On display under one roof, amongst others: Concorde, Space Shuttle, Blackbird SR-71,  Enola Gay 

etc, etc. This will be a chance to use our new projector and big screen generously donated by Dave 

Sawyer. Dave, thank you. 

Right now, we pray for Donald and for dear Helen Flynn. 

 

Regards, Mike. 

 

PS Check out our new Web Site at WWW.Triumphclub-joburg.co.za 

 

KZN 
  
Our end of year function took the form of an evening Dinner dance in the 
German Club. Hats were the theme and the winners for the evening were Paul 
and Sandy Naidoo after a close decision. The delicious meal was enjoyed by 
all and Brian Kellyôs music was put to good use by the nimble footed dancers.  
Januaryôs run was to a hot and humid Shongweni dam for a braai. 5 Triumphs 
and 4 plastics attended.  
Our AGM in February will be a mere formality as no leadership changes are 
envisaged.  
Most members are involved in sub ïcommittees preparing to entertain our 
visitors at Nationals.  
 

PORT ELIZABETH  
 



NO REPORT RECEIVED 

 
Pretoria 

 

This report has to be a quick one because I will have to do the registrarôs report as well, and that 

usually takes a lot of time. With only two days left before the February 12th deadline I have to hurry... 

At the time of writing we are already in the seventh week of 2014.  

I donôt know what is happening but this year seems to be picking up speed at even a greater rate of 

knots than the previous year did. And the national gathering is only 10 weeks away!  

Our first event of the year took us to our ótraditionalô joint club picnic with our Johannesburg 

Triumph friends at Glenburn Lodge.   

This year the turnout was not as good as the previous yearsô events; only about 12 Triumphs and half 

a dozen óplasticsô were seen, but the atmosphere around the braai fire was good and convivial. 

 Unfortunately many stories and experiences with the dreaded e-toll saga and the cockeyed accounts 

and administration of this totally discredited system inevitably dominated the topics of discussion. 

Our annual Valentine Run is scheduled for Sunday, 16th February and once again we will be heading 

for a venue on the West Rand.  

The lunch at Ramkietjie in Honeydew will be a first, and again our Pretoria guys will have to work 

out a route towards the N14 (Krugersdorp highway) that is free from the much hated overhead e-toll 

gantries.  

Most of our members appear to oppose the system whereby roads that have been in existence for a 

long time have now become tolled.  

We oppose the system as a matter of principle and refuse to add legitimacy to an unfair system by 

registering for an e-toll tag. 

I am happy to report that quite a strong contingent of our Pretoria club members appear to have 

booked for the nationals in KZN at the end of April. We are really looking forward to travelling to 

the South Coast in convoy in our Triumphs as it will be part of the fun. We are of course also looking 

forward to see all the old Triumph friends from around the country again.    

óWedgeô fever seems to on the increase. I am of course referring to those wedge-shaped TRôs (I also 

own one) that are increasingly finding places in local club membersô stables. During the past few 

months three new Sevens found a home in Pretoria. Andre Greyling bought Gerhard Vorsterôs TR7 

and rebuilt the car in record time, while Bill Sales bought another Seven  

(a coupe) to keep his blue V8 convertible company. Not to be outdone, Bill Flynn also acquired a 

very nice red coupe with folding sunroof. 

 Looking at the total number of Wedges owned by our members collectively the figure increased to 

an impressive figure of 21 (18 Sevens and 3 Eights). The interesting part is that among the total 

number of 135 TR7ôs currently listed in the South African Triumph Register, both the oldest and 

youngest cars are found in the Pretoria Centre.  

 

The red Speke-built coupe of Albert de Vos has the lowest commission number, while the red 

Solihull-built coupe of Bill Sales has the highest recorded VIN. 

In imitation of the usual the bomb shell by means of which Jeremy Clarkson of Top Gear fame 

concludes a TV episode, I am saying Cheers vir eers! 

 

Nols 
 

 

help when you need it most 

 
I have had my classic cars insured with Fussel and Associates since this facility first became 

available to the Club and, although I received news of the Fussel Assist programme when I renewed 

my insurance in 2012, I thought nothing more of it.  

Fortunately I did attach one of their ñno unauthorised towò stickers to my TR6 windscreen, which 

had the call centre number on it.  



 

Here in Cape Town Triumph Sports car club events end in November and for nearly 2 months of the 

best weather there are no Club outings.  I had heard of a Classic car show in the little West Coast 

beach village of Yzerfontein on 16 December and fancied a long drive in the TR6 which had not 

done great distances in 2013 due to fuel injection and other problems- like my falling off a roof. I 

invited a few like-minded friends to join me on an outing and our band of 6, mainly TR6 owners, 

arranged to meet on the beachfront in Bloubergstrand for an early drive to the event. 

 

Not far from the meeting point I felt a harsh vibration from the drive train but thought it best to try to 

push on. Then came a frightening bang from under the gearbox tunnel, followed by a series of 

rotating thumps, announcing that the front prop shaft bolts had given up their job of holding the drive 

train together. Assisted by several friends we pushed the car off the busy road onto the cycle track, 

heading toward an Engen filling station a few 100 metres away.  It must be the Spandex tights that 

make cyclists so mean tempered as they vociferously expressed their displeasure at having to share 

their cycle path with an old car. 

 

The proverbial many hands soon made light of pushing one side of the TR6 onto a kerb at the filling 

station while we jacked the other side of the car up. It was amazing how soon we scavenged a tower 

of bricks to support the jacked up side so that I could get under the car. Yes, I had spare nuts and 

bolts in the toolbox and thought that it would not take long to get back on the road. Well, with a cross 

member under the front of the prop shaft as well as both exhaust pipes running under the cross 

member, one has no chance of getting to the prop shaft flange from under the car. I was at first at a 

loss as to what to do, marooned, as I was about 30 km from home.  

I then thought to call the Fussel Assist number, not holding out much hope as I was connected to a 

call centre in Gauteng. The service that I received in response was most professional and helpful and, 

after explaining my predicament, I was assured that help would be provided to tow my car home. 

Being a public holiday (the one that we used to celebrate for the Voortrekkers  donnering the Impis) I 

resigned myself to a long wait in the sun.  

To my surprise a tow truck arrived within 5 minutes. There is obviously a network of these guys to 

receive callouts and the one who took my TR6 home had been making a delivery to the very Engen 

station where we were, so he responded immediately. I enjoined my friends to continue the outing 

whilst my TR6 was winched onto a flatbed truck. The driver was a motoring enthusiast who serves 

part time as a mechanic for a racing team at Killarney and understood what was needed., Seeing the 

low front spoiler and number plate, he put a couple of planks under the wheels to lift the car as it was 

winched on board safely and my TR6 was conveyed securely home (along with Jo and I in the cab) 

where I could undertake the repairs. 

I have expressed my grateful thanks to Fussel and Associates for providing this service for our 

cherished classics and wish to share my experience with our members. If you are insured with Fussel 

you are not only getting a good rate for agreed value for your classic, but you can be sure of help 

when you need it most. 

 

Dennis Cook 

 

SABRINA is the appropriate vehicle for articles such as this one from Dennis, informative, helpful 

and expressing well deserved gratitude where needed. I am sure that there are similar happenings 

that we should be made aware of, so please letôs have them.  

Eric  

 

Famous frustrations ς tr7 style 
 

This is an edited version of some solutions to TR7 frustrations taken from the Best TR7/TR8 

Forum. 

Cylinder Head. 



Hopefully you have not and will not experience the problem of removing the TR7ôs cylinder head 

when the head is stuck on the studs. This apparently is due to the head and the studs being of 

different metals. Even the screwdriver slots in the top of the studs offer little assistance.  

While the forum does not give any solution to this nightmare other than brute force. However it does 

recommend that once the head is off that you remove the studs and when replacing the head fasten it 

down using correct  length and thread Grade 8 bolts. 

 

Water Pump 

Again just like the head to remove the water pump force is required and recommends the use of 

bespoke pullers or a slide hammer.  

One important thing to remember is that the bolt holding the impeller in place has a LEFT  hand 

thread. 

 

Rear Axle hubs on 3.63:1 4 speed gearboxes. 

This should be a simple procedure having removed the brake drum and retaining nut. Sadly this is not 

necessarily so since the hub and axle are a taper fit resulting after time with ñgallingò having virtually 

cold welded the hub and axle. This requires the use of an industrial sized puller aided by an impact 

hammer. On reassembly it is advises to apply a smear of anti-seize lubricant to the inside of the hub. 

 

Distributor  

A warning here that hold down plate has threaded holes that are easily stripped so care is required. 

Adjusting the timing or fitting new points can cause dementia to set in, because of the two fixing 

bolts being underneath and requiring rubber arms to reach them. Now we know that the Triumph 

aimed its marketing at the USA and this was particularly the case  

with the 7, so I suppose that it is only logical that the solution to this problem comes from there. It is 

a long 7/16  inch ring spanner with a bent handle as shown below. 

 

 

With so many 7ôs in the club maybe some of you can comment or send me your solutions to these 

problems. 

 

Eric Fletcher 

 

 
 



Wanted 
 

Darryl Hurter is looking for a front Windscreen and a Bonnet ( without air scoop) for either a 

Triumph 2000 or Chicane. 

He can be contacted on 083 777 0718 

 
For sale. 
 

My apologies in Decemberôs Sabrina I did not print that the TR7 spares were available from John 

Dobbins on 082 508 0910. 
 

TR7 SPARES 
NEW PARTS 

2  LHS OUTER SILLS  XKC112   R100 EACH 

1 RHS OUTER SILL  XKC113   R100 

3 RHS REAR WING           XKC191   R200 EACH 

1 TAPPET COVER GASKET    R20 

1 LHS STRUT   CAX2101  R500 

1  RHS STRUT   CAX2100  R500 

2  BONNET BUFFERS  ZKC3514  R20 EACH 

2 BUSHES LOWER CONTROL  ARM CRC307 R20 EACH 

2 ENGINE MOUNTINGS  UKC6710  R150 EACH 

4 VALVE SPRING SETS  CVS716K  R20 A SET 

1 OIL PUMP ROTOR  QRK17   R200 

1HIGH PRESSURE OIL PUMP  GLP106/Hd  R500 

1 GEAR BOX OIL PUMP  RTC2057A  R200 

1  HEAD GASKET      R200 

1 GEARBOX MOUNTING TKC1044  R250 

4  SETS POINTS   GCS106  R80 A SET 

 

SECOND HAND PARTS 

2 RADIATOR SUPPORT PANELS  TKC4364  R50 EACH 

4 TRAILING ARMS   RKC4238  R100 EACH 

1  SUB FRAME    RKC2808  R500 

1 REAR ANTI ROLL BAR     R100 

1FRONT ANTI ROLL BAR  RKC30  R150 

1 BELL HOUSING   UKC1984  R250 

1 BRAKE BOOSTER   RTC1378  R350 

1 CROWN WHEEL AND PINION TKC2946/RTC2061 R500 

2 SIDE SHAFTS    RKC4633  R200 EACH 

2 STARTER MOTORS      R250 EACH 

2 HEADLIGHT PODS      R300 EACH 

1 RACK AND PINION STEERING    R350 

2 HAZARD SWTCHES      R50 EACH 

2  HEADLAMP SWITCHES     R100 EACH 

1 PAIR WIPAC RECTANGULAR FRONT FOG LAMPS R200 PAIR   

For Sale 
 

Hepolite Pistons and Rings for 1500 Spitfire/MG Midget. 

2.8995 inch/73.647mm + .020 inch. 

New set of 4. 

Offers to Rod Paxton on 083 458 0148. 

 



concours judges please note 
 
It has been said for some time that our Triumphs do not naturally come with the same specifications 

as UK models. As if to underline this Mike Ellis the TR Registerôs ñSidescreenò Registrar  states the 

following in the January TRAction. 

ñ From conversations I have had with South African TR owners it would seem that several of the 

very first disc braked TR3ôs were sent out there. TS13048 which is the earliest disc braked TR3 

registered with us, has recently been rebuilt by John Roets and is shown in the accompanying 

photograph. Apart from the very attractive windscreen ï which uses cut down stanchions ï and 

improved engine cooling, the car is very original and took top honours at their annual Triumph Club 

show.ò 

 

So there you have it, it would appear that we had disc brakes before the UK. So congrats to John. 

 

Eric Fletcher 

 
 
 
{ŀōǊƛƴŀΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ΚΦ 
The following article appeared in 

this Januaryôs edition of the TR 

Registerôs TRAction. Kevin 

Warrington is the Editor of TRAction and despite some of his comments having particular 

reference to TR Register, I thought that it was worthwhile as a follow up to Dennis Cookôs 

December article. 



 



 
SA vehicle prices 1974. 
 



Which of these cars did you own when bell-bottom trousers and macramé plant hangers were all the 

rage. When 98octane petrol (at the coast) was 

11 cents/litre, a Weber carb R45, reconditioned VW engine R250. 

Triumph 2500 Chicane R 3,585 

Audi 100Ls          R3,930  Chev Firenza      R2,287 

Volvo 144S 2L    R4,350  Toyota Corona    R3,285 

VW Beetle 1600  R1,998           Peugeot 404        R3,265 

Opel Kadett1200 R2,030  Mazda 616         R2,584 

1275 Mini GTS    R2,280  Ford Cortina 3L  R2,995 

Granada 2500    R3,399  Fiat 1300            R2,279 

Datsun 1200       R2,195  Valiant Rebel      R3,475 

Chev Constantia  R5,700  MB 280E A/T      R8,033. 

 

Now before you get too exited think back to what you were earning in 1974, I remember that my 

salary was not quite R1,000 per month before tax, bond and all other expenses. 

Eric Fletcher 

 
 
 
a blast from the past 
 

The following piece of history is taken verbatim from The Star MOTORING dated Thursday July 

6 1989. The newspaper cutting was given to me by Keith Kelly and it interesting to note that in 

those days this section was part of the Star broadsheet. The photos come from the same cutting 

and despite being in colour do not scan very well. 

Ed 

 

5 elderly TRôs show paces at Gerotek 
 

Car enthusiasts  really are all the same ï whether they are shouting ñFordò louder than the guys 

yelling ñAudiò  in the stands at Kyalami, souping  up a road rocket or lovingly restoring an elderly 

vehicle under the different brand named skin, they are the same kind of people. This was really 

brought home when I was invited   to join some members of the Triumph Sports Car Club of South 

Africa for a Sunday morning at Gerotek. In all fairness I donôt think many folks were really think of 

the recent Triumph as a particulary outstanding car and not too many of the Toledo and Chicane 

series saloons are still seen today in daily use;  

however mention  the older models, like TR 2,3, 4 and so on and a light  of remembrance will dawn. 

In fact ,the club had one of each of the true sports cars out at Gerotek ï a,2,3,4,4A,5 and a left hand 

drive 6 dating  from 1953 to 1971.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The owners and various other members had a blast around the 3Km oval, with stopwatches recording 

their true speed. I was invited to drive each of the cars and didnôt need a second invitation although I 

was acutely aware of driving valuable and irreplaceable cars of considerable sentimental value. To 

take them in order Harry Fairleyôs 53 TR2 is far from recent restoration, yet it gleamed in the winter 

sunshine like nearly a new car ,like any true sports car of the era , itôs a soft top 2+2, although the 

British thoughtfully provided a tonneau cover to protect the carôs interior in their usually filthy 

weather.Two tiny ñBrooklandsò screens keep the bugs off the crew, but the feeling is much more 

open air than modern drop-heads. The four cylinder 1991cc car managed a healthy 158.6km/ h 

around Gerotekôs bowl and felt remarkedly stableat that pace in spite of wearing tall, thin tyres on 

narrow rims. True, the big wood-rimmed steering wheel did skip about a bit more than it would on a 

faceless modern sub-compact, but for a 36-year old car built up from a rusting hulk found in a field, 

the exhaust note more than made up for any little twitches. With just a bit more poke, the magical 

ñtonò ï 100 miles per hour, or 161km/h would have been possible.  

 

 

Dennis Cookôs 

1957 TR3 has 

a similar motor 

but made just 

148.8km/h around the banked oval; very much closer to its next restoration than the TR2,  the cream 

coloured two-seater felt considerably more skittish on the road; for a high-mileage car its 

performance was acceptable, and since a rebuild will obviously involve a complete strip and check 

over, any worn steering parts will be  renewed to remove the wiggles. Nevertheless, itôs a mark of his 

faith in a car which has been in the family for years, that Dennis nonchalantly drives it as fast as he 

does; he clearly knows exactly what the old girl can do, and didnôt feel he was hurting anything to 

belt around the track at full ñnoiseò lap after lap- or to calmly encourage me to do the same. 

 Eddieôs bright yellow 1965 TR4A is literally a family-use car- it even has a CB radio installed, so 

that when the family go out ñin convoyò everyone stays in touch; Eddieôs son Eric did most of the 

high speed driving, aerial bent over nearly backwards, The TR4 clocked 156.7 km/h but surely would 

have gone faster with the roof up- the TR4 has a solid rear window which has either a soft or hard 

roof panel to windscreen surround. Still a four-cylinder motor but now stretched to 2,138cc, the 4A 

was followed by probably the most desired car of the entire range, the TR5; Peter du Sautoyôs 

gleaming white version had a potent six-cylinder 2,498 cc engine which obligingly ate its electrically 

switched overdrive unit during an exhuberant take off. This set Peterôs luxuriant moustache twitching 

in self -condemnation, as heôd done the same thing, in the same fashion, once before; although the 

car could be driven easily enough, fear of any more mechanical mayhem meant the car wasnôt driven 

much on the circuit, although it went home at a fair pace. 

The youngest car belonged to the youngest member, Gary Blake; his 76 TR6 was bought new by a 

South African Diplomat in America, hence the left-hand drive- in fact very few TR6ôs were made 

with right-had-drive, as most of the production was destined for the States. Sharing the same basic 

motor as the TR5t. Garyôs car suffered from having the less powerful American spec motor, but still 

managed to circulate at an average one lap speed of 165.4 km/h. Being the most modern, I found it 

the easiest to drive quickly, although I was still aware that it was someone elseôs pride and joy. 

Nevertheless, I got to within a tenth of a second of Garyôs best lap without being really conscious that 



I was using nearly all the car had too give. To get over the 100mph mark he put the roof up and that 

made the car markedly faster, although the black fabric did balloon up alarmingly as he zipped past 

the pits. 

 If there is a common trait to the two generations of Triumphs I was privileged to sample, it must be 

the inherent sports-car feel which only English open-topped cars have ever had. Particulary the older 

cars give that of a true ñbucketô seat, nearly horizontal leg-stretch to distant pedals and a high dash 

with large nearly vertical wooden steering wheel. Thereôs a surprising amount of space inside them 

and all cars shared the old-style dash layouts with separate starter buttons, foot- operated dip switches 

and lots of wood.  

With TSCCSA  members Frank Banha, Dave Beard and Ronnie Bartram along as interested 

informative spectators, I found that a nearly-forgotten marque became very much more alive: for 

anyone wishing to get a closer look at the many different models, sports and saloons under the 

Triumph banner, the club is holding a parade and display at Gold Reef City on Sunday July 30th. 
 

Fascinating stuff and of course Harry and Dennis are still with us, although looking at the photo 

of Harry taken 24 years ago Harry doesnôt look a day older. As I said above this is not a scan but 

retyped verbatim despite all the hyphenated words and the reference to the wooden steering wheel 

is not a typo on my part that is what the Star says. I have deleted the last sentence that gave the 

contact details for the Secretary Dave Beard. 

Maybe Harry and Dennis could be persuaded to send me their memories of the day and is it 

possible to revisit Gerotek at some time? 

Eric Fletcher 

 
 
 
3D Printing and Classic Cars 
 
By Martin Naude 

 

In the process of restoring my 1969 Triumph Spitfire, I came across a part that I couldnôt seem to 

find anywhere: the heater blower fan. Being fairly computer savvy, I decided to try a new approach 

that is gaining traction in the classic car community: 3D Printing.  

3D printing is the process whereby a computer model of a part is printed using an additive process. A 

print head heats some plastic material and prints it layer by layer to form a fully featured 

reproduction part. 3D Printing used to be a fairly expensive exercise but an explosion in hobbyist 3D 

Printers has put them in reach of us mere mortals (an entry range hobby printer is about R15,000 with 

a 700g spool of material costing R500) .  



 
 

To start the process, I took the original part that was broken and took measurements using a calliper 

and then knocked it together in a 3d modelling programme. Thereôs several really good free options 

for hobbyists including Autodeskôs 123d design (http://www.123dapp.com) that allow for simple 3D 

modelling.  

 

 
Once Iôd created the model, I e-mailed it through to a company in Midrand that used their 3D printer 

and then posted it back to me. The part in total cost me R400. Thereôs been quite a few new 

companies in South Africa that provide this service and the cost is coming down. 

 
All that was left for me to do was check the part and fit it into the heater unit. It fit perfectly and was 

ready to use. 

http://www.123dapp.com/


 
 

As 3D printing becomes more accessible, and as some parts on classic cars become more difficult to 

source, this blend of the old and new will provide a method to create problematic parts. The 

introduction of handheld 3D scanners to scan existing parts and a growing collection of 3D parts 

continues to simplify the process.  

Printing of metallic parts is starting to become more affordable and should provide for a larger set of 

applications especially to classic motoring. 

For my next project, Iôm looking at another aspect of computer aided manufacturing for my Spitfire. 

I need a new dashboard and Iôve reconstructed it using a CAD programme. 

 
Utilising a computer controlled lathe, the dashboard will be cut from a block wood according to 

exacting specifications. All that will be left to do is give it a sand a coat of varnish. 

If youôd like more information on 3D printing or other computer aided manufacturing techniques, 

please donôt hesitate to contact me: martin@entelect.co.za  

 

 

mailto:martin@entelect.co.za


My Triumphs 
 
Hopefully this is the first of a series of YOUR Triumphs. 

To continue Nolôs lead, where he nominated which Pretoria members would contribute, let me 

make some suggestions as to who should contribute, remembering it is not a detailed article on 

your Triumph, but a synopsis of the Triumphs in your life. 

 So here are my nominations for 2014 ; Alan Grant, Heinz Koncki and Mike Napoli. 

 

My first Triumph was only a 2.2 TR3 engine in a Morgan +4 (TS 1029). The Morgan was purchased 

in Springs in 1962 from Red Whitehouse who had just bought the Protea now owned by Alan Grant. 

I even helped Red drill the lightening holes in the Proteaôs chassis. 

In 1967 I took myself to University in Cornwall UK, paying my own way. 

 No way was I going to be the local taxi and thus required a car with only two seats. A Morgan was 

out of my budget, but for £300 I found a late model TR3. This had a works, steel hardtop, Fibreglass 

3A nose,  

2.2 engine, an alternator, wire wheels and disc brakes. It also came with a spare head and centre lock 

wheels, both these items I believe are still somewhere in my brothers garage. And so into my life 

came my Jonquil Yellow TR3 ñJemimaò and what a wonderful almost four years we had together. 

Never garaged in doors, totally reliable for regular runs to South Wales, London (that was a 800 mile 

round trip), the Midlands and even from Cornwall to Dover and the Lake District,  be it rain or snow.  

She performed well in racing, autocross and hill climbs with the hard top going on after the last hill 

climb of the year and off before the first one.  

The two sets of wheels were a joy with Michelin MXôs going for autocross , winter and regular use 

with the wires carrying Dunlop green spot racing tyres for hillclimbs and races .  

Her last race was on a Sunday and I was flying back to SA on the Wednesday, sadly one of the other 

TR drivers wrote his car off so there and then I parted with Jemima for £50 and often wonder what 

became of her (LFY 965)? 

 

 

Work and family now took precedence until mid life crisis struck and in 1993 I bought the car of my 

dreams a 1978 Reliant Scimitar GTE from Guy Tumner.  

Sadly this suffered a fire and was burnt out and so what now?  

Again I fancied a Morgan and again beyond budget, perhaps because it was a +8 that I desired.  

The answer lay in my daughter Megan who for her very first car had found a Solihull TR7 FHC, 

which is another tale. Lo and behold what should appear but a TR8 that had the same engine as the 

Morgan +8.  

Even more logically it shared most of its spares with Meganôs TR7, so enter my TR8 that for some 

reason has never acquired a name. 

Shirley my wife refuses to drive in ñthat black carò, 

Why? 

Because she has bad memories of the Morganôs hard ride, due to the racing suspension that Red 

Whitehouse had fitted it with. 

While the 8 had ostensibly had a body off restoration the unknown restorer had done some sloppy 

work in certain areas that have with time been rectified.  

A decent metallic black re-spray, new seat covers and carpets were carried out 5 years ago, the 

frightening electric choke on the 390 Holley carburetor was replaced with a manual choke (that is 

never used).  

Current mind juggling revolves around buying a new hood, since to put the existing (perfect) hood up 

means leaving it, half up, in the sun for two hours so that the vinyl becomes flexible and should I try 

Evans waterless coolant. Still it has gained several Concours Gold and Silver medals so lets see how 

she does at the Nationals 

 

Eric Fletcher 

 

 



The Triumph 1300 in Israel  
 

FWD 
The Triumph 1300 FWD was first made available in the United Kingdom in 
August 1965. 

It was unconventional, even though it exhibited the latest in small car design, 
because it was front-wheel-drive. However it was also designed by Giovanni 
Michelotti, being elegant and modern with Italian styling. The media made a lot 
of fuss over it but the quality left something to be desired.  

The Triumph 1300 FWD was Standard-Triumphôs offering to Autocars when it 
entered into partnership with the Israeli firm of Tirat Carmel.  

In 1965 Leyland management promises the Israel government a production 
volume of an unrealistic 5000 bearing in mind that this car was quite 
expensive. 

The Triumphôs introductory price in May 1968 was IL 14,890, (Israel money).  

The also-new Ford Escort, while certainly a lot more modest, was retailed for a 
much lower price of IL 11,760 only. 

Prior to its launch in England, a ñprototypeò (probably a pre-production car) 
1300 was delivered to Israel for an up-close examination. It was accompanied 
by an engineer driver from the Triumph Coventry factory and was to be on 
hand at all test demonstrations as had been organized for the governmentôs 
officials of Israel. 

However when the car was eventually launched, (one and a half years later), it 
was supplied with a 1500 engine and marketed as the Triumph 1500. This was 
necessary to overcome the refusal of the Israel government officials to 
approve the sale of a 1300cc family car. (There already was a 1300 cc car on 
the Israel market in the form of the Israeli-assembled Hino Contessa, built in 
the Ilin factory). 

The Hino Contessa was a conservative Japanese product but very different to 
the Triumph 1300 FWD and was also styled by Giovanni Michelotti of Turin. It 
was assembled in Haifa in March 1968 but Illin shut down the plant the 
following January and forced Autocars to purchase the plant and keep the 
production lines running. After a short while, Triumphôs assembly was re-
located to the ex-Illin plant.  

Later on, in August 1969, Autocars started the assembly of Triumphs with the 
1300cc engine even in cars earmarked for the 1500 engine. 

The Triumph 1500 FWD was sold in two markets only - Israel and South 
Africa. For both, the cars were delivered in CKD form.  



The Triumph 1500 only made its first appearance in the UK two years later, but 
with the advantage of thorough testing beforehand (in Israel). 

An Israeli engineer, Ephraim Kishon, described the Triumph 1500 FWD as a 
British-Israeli co-production, the car itself from England, the steering made in 
Israelò 

The front wheel drive, north-west engine with the gearbox underneath made it 
relatively easy for Standard Triumph to fiddle with the idea of a 1300-based 
4×4 version. A rally version 1300 was built and raced but never marketed.  

What is interesting is that way back in 1965 Standard Triumph had already 
developed its own ñUnimogò 4x4 prototype with a glass fibre body that was 
named the Pony (later the Dragoon); it was to be built and marketed 
exclusively by Autocars.  Hopes were high but the Pony was never approved 
for sale in Israel and had no real chance outside Israel. 

As was often the case, Triumph continued to provide Autocars with kits for the 
1300 even after production in England had ceased, Early in 1970. U K 
production ceased and standard triumph pulled out of Autocars in November 
1971. 

 The last Triumph 1300 was assembled in Israel in June 1973. (In total, 
Autocars assembled 2,493 1300s and 1,223 1500s. 

 FWD 4X4 

Triumph had been experimenting with the ñPonyò, a 4x4 army ñutilityò vehicle 
using Triumph 1500 mechanicals and offered this to the Israeli government, 
never marketing the vehicle in the U K. 

Autocars in Haifa, Israel, marketed it as the Dragoon. 

Its technical specifications were engine-wise a Triumph 1500 engine, (as used 
in the Triumph 1500 FWD), with 56 brake horsepower @ 4300 rpm. 

It weighed 991 kg and was normally front wheel drive but engaging also rear-
wheel drive automatically selected low range. It had a de Dion front axle and 
semi-elliptic springs front and rear. 

However at the same time Triumphôs Competition Dept also embarked on an 
ambitious experimental project in the U K by building a 4x4 rallycross car 
which was essentially a Triumph 1300 FWD with a four wheel drive 
transmission train. This car was rallied by Brian Culcheth and he came first at 
a televised rallycross at Lydden in Kent but the Triumph was comprehensively 
written off after a year of rallying ï breaking a trailing arm, rolling and being 
extensively damaged in March 1969 at High Egborough. 



Brian Culcheth, in a letter to a motoring journalist, bemoans the fact that first 
Triumph, who developed the car, had the project taken away from them by the 
ñbossesò at BMC Leyland ï instructing the project to be taken over by the 
Abingdon (rather than the Coventry) factory and then . When the Abingdon 
plant closed down the whole project ñwent out the windowò . 

According to him the rally car used the Le Mans racing engine with twin 40 
DCOE Webers, a limited slip differential with ña 4 speed H configuration 
gearbox with 4th being where 1st normally was ï thus keeping you thinking 
when driving in angerò. He also states that the BBC has lots of footage of its 
rally exploits, albeit for an extremely short time. 

Jon Rademan 
We should thank Jon for sending me this fascinating piece of Triumph 
history that he found on the internet under the heading 
ñIsraelmotorindustry.org/triumph_1300_israelò 
Ed 

 

The cars of folly. 
 
I based the title for this piece on the marvelous book by the historian  

Barbara Tuchman entitled ñThe March of Follyò.  

Her premise is that governments that stay in power too long, make foolish decisions, decisions  that 

they are fully aware are stupid.  

Her book details the fall of Troy and goes through history right up to the present day discussing 

various Governments and their ridiculous decisions. 

Now what has this got to do with cars you may ask? 

I have long held the opinion that the car industry is the best detailed history in the World. 

The failures and or successes of nearly every car company that exists or existed are available not in 

some dusty archive but to be found on the shelves of any good book shop. They cover design, 

engineering, motor sport you name it. 

But apparently no one in the industry reads these books, or if they do they choose to ignore their 

lessons. 

Facel Vega went under by trying to move down market as did Reliant. Austin lost a fortune, trying to 

go up market, on its Rolls Royce powered Princess , known at the time as ñan engine looking for a 

carò.  

They did likewise with their competitor of the Land Rover the Austin Gypsy.  

How about BL apparently killing off the MGB because they lost £100 per car, surely they could have 

either increased the price or found a cost saving solution. 

The list is endless so why not start with David Knowles ós  

ñ The Triumph TR7- The Inside Storyò. 

Now does the industry take note of their folly? 

I donôt believe that it does as the following illustrate and gave the idea for this article. 

Bernstein Research reveal that Mercedes lost £ 2.8 Billion ( R46 B) on their Smart For Two car 

which equates to £3,782 per car , an amount that was almost half the asked for selling price.  

Not to be outdone Volkswagenôs Ã1 Million Veyron lost a staggering 

 £ 3.9 Million on each car sold. They even managed to lose £ 23,500 on each of the 720,000 Phaetons 

that they sold.  



How about Aston Martinôs Cygnet city car that they have recently shelved after three years selling 

only 142 of their estimated sales of 4,000  per year.  

You donôt need to be a genius according to MotorSport 

ñto realise that a leather lined Toyota iQ with different grille, some badging and other cosmetic 

enhancements was going to be a hard sell at  

£ 30,000  plus ñ despite it be called an Aston Martin.  

Fact is it was not credible at its price point or as an Aston Martin.ò 

One can continue with the Fiat Stilo, Mercedes Aïclass, Audi A2 and Jaguar X-type and even our 

own much vaunted Joule that folded after only five had been built. 

I was going to say ñ and lastly our ownééJouleò, but I doubt that it will be the last if history is any 

thing to go on. 

Truly a ñMarch of Follyò. 

Eric Fletcher 

 
SOME ITALIA/herald information 
The following comes from the TR Registerôs Italia Registrar Paul Harvey in Januaryôs TRAction. 

ñThere has been much speculation over the badges on the Italia rear wing. TM undoubtedly means 

Telaio e Motrore /Chassis and Engine.  

The crossed flag badges also appear on some Triumph Herald models that were designed by 

Michelotti when he was working for Vignale. 

Crossed flags are an international sign of cooperation and are based on the International code for 

shipôs flags. A red cross on a white background is ñVò for Vignale. A blue square on white 

background is ñSò for Standard Triumph. 

 

Other Vignale cars for Maserati, Lancia and Ferrari have the appropriate flag for ñMò,òLò or ñFò and 

this always precedes the Vignale ñVò. 

Only on Triumph models does Vignale dare to put ñhisò flag first and the author speculates this may 

be Vignaleôs way of rebuking 

Triumph for their business 

conduct. If so Triumph never 

knew or noticed and the flags 

continued on Herald models 

until 1971. 

 
 WHAT CAR IS 
THIS?  



 

 
Name the Make.  
Name the Model.  

Give the engine size. 

Where was it made & when?   

Does it have Triumph DNA? 

 

Be very careful this is not as easy as it looks. 

 

59/9a.9wΩǎ Mystery Car  
 

 
 
Ah! Ah! How many of you said this is simple it is a Morgan SLR? Sadly if you were a panelist on 

Stephen Fryôs QI programme you would have just lost marks for giving an obvious and incorrect 

answer. 

Designed and built by Sprintzel Lawrence Racing on a Morgan chassis  

and using a Triumph TR3 2.2L engine three such cars were built.  

Wrong the correct answer is that there were actually four SLRôs built  

and the first of these was built on a Triumph TR4 chassis.  

It is owned by Dave Hurrel and was at last years TR Register National  

and has appeared at Goodwood revivals.  

The three Morgan SLRôs are also alive and well. 

 

 



 

 

So my apologies to any Morgan owners for destroying a piece of your folklore and to those of you 

who said Triumph SLR, hats off to you. 

 

Eric Fletcher 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 

 

 


