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The Continuing
Tale of a TR6

MY SAGA in the November 1973 issue of
MOTOR SPOR f my unfortunate expe-
riences with a new Triumph TR6 provoked
everal hundred readers into writing to us,
mostly with very similar stoties to my own.
Because such interest wss shown, after a
further year’s motoring it seems oppor:une to
bring the Taie up to date.

“Pig-in-"ell” is currently out to grass whils
her master frustratedly serves out a three-
ronth touirg-up licence suspension.  This
and the large number of rosd-test cars 1o have
come my way during my own 70,000 miles in
the past 12 months have kept her annual
mileage down to 2 modest 10,000, to bring the
twtal te somethiag over 21,000, Almost need-
less (o suy, thuse 10,000 Luve net been com-

A TALE OF
TWO TRIUMPHS

(With partial apologies to Charles Dickens)

The Editor tries the new 2500 TC and
comments further on the popular
Dolomite Sprint.

AS MOTOR SPORT znnounced in Juse,
& new big Triumph, coming betwesn the 2000
and the 2.5P1, has been introduced and when,
having wntten that “Buy British” Editorial,
I suggested to British Leyland that it was
about tim® I drove some British cars, this
2500TC Mk. II Triumph was the first one

d a very nice touring saloon

pletely uneventful miles. a sporting pruj It
The week after the first Tale went to press costs £2,326 withi the optioral eering
the gearlever, in neutral, spun round uselessly ard overdrive. The twin-SU six-cylinder

in my hand when I tried to make a three-point
wrn to escape from a Hyde Park Corner
waflic jam. As [ wis broudside across the road
at the time I was not amused. . .. The lever

gives 94 (DIN) bh.p. and
y and quietly unless yo i

furn fagt when ite antimated lono o

The neew Triumph 2500 TC Mk. 2

there is that miclrading advartisemant +n ha WL s

suddenty popped back inro place whilst T was
mtes consale after the

o

SPITFIRES

SPITFIRE Mk. 4, 1973, ‘M’ Reg.
Mimosa; 16,000 miles £995

SPITFIRE Mk. 4, 1873. Pimento,
h/s.-tops; 12,000 miles., £365
SPITFIRE Mk. 4, 1971. Sienna.
rado, 40,000 miles:... £695
SPITFIRE Mk.4,1571, Damson,
SBREY sl e £695
SPITFIRE Mk.

YOO o

The Triumph Dol SPITFIRE Mk. 3, 1970. Royal
U exception. i : » bius, radio ...... ot i £535
Trivmpn  enginesring mphfied Choice of two 1968 SPIT-

s0 &8 o

FIRES Mk. 3s, white, hard/soft-
tops blue, wire wheels.. £4356
M.G. Midget, 1972, blaze, 'L’
RO —Sumoo ishsiiint  RIAD

ymplic
erte essential
that whals: t

ayod the
ationh

power in-
the basi Comprehensive 3 months
guarantes. Part exchange and
finsnce facilitivs available.

GOOD SPITFIRES
ALWAYS WANTED

ny 5 i

tadas
oday 5

Award more

A selection from our stock of
Spitfires constantly changing.

WALKER & DEEKES

SPORTS CARS

SANDRIDGEBURY LANE,
SANDRIDGE,
Nr. ST. ALBANS

Tel: St. Albans 61000/58709
“SPITFIRE SPECIALISTS"

’I.:m Triumph Dolomite Sprint 5 a
very special car-2 118 moh four-deor sporting
an unrivalled corebination of
e and hucury comfort, coupled
1 competitive fuel econormy and

saloon offer

4 a moest umagin
desgn.

s whythe D
ead for s Awarg. I)Oil)t”ﬂiit.‘ Sp:'iﬂi j

Clalabout

T hwin-camshalt
v have always been regarded as

That misleading Trivmph advertisement.

among the red lights and that peace and $20i was in the office park and I was 5%
- . i o P " a » o b 2

tranquility may bless my rapid passage atle to go home in it. Time, I guess, to be

s 4 SR, PR S ER SIER BRI il ciamine of LW T TBsA, 1959

Extensively rebuilt over the lfast

three years with no expense

spared. Offers invited around
£

THE TRIUMPH
DOLOMITE
SPRINT

Genuine enquiries only please to
Chris Williams:
N1 _L4T ORIN

Sprint’s sixteen-valve ovlinde
ompany’s Deiign Tean, Jim I

the Triwmph 1o
ntre) il @ member

MOTOR SPORT, AUGUST 1974

Thanks to A Moaoti Sphest
adverts from their 1974 issues.



The cost of living is less than you’d think.

0-50 before the others get into first.

Instant air-conditioning. Suntan guaranteed.
Reclining bucket seats with plenty of room for manoeuvre.
But would you beliéve 45mpg at a constant speed of
50mph? Autocar says so. So that excuse has just run out.
Aim the nose, spoiler and all. Show them your sexy rear.
And away. Sandy beaches. Country lanes. Freedom.

All for the cost of asmall saloon. & %
Until you’ve owned a Spitfire & Triumph
you haven’t lived. 4
*74 TRIUMPH SPITFIRE

-
o
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Keeping up with the Triumph Stag is no problem
if you’ve got the money.

e - oo

s closest European
and performance cc

wrote this in 1970

not cheap. But it is out
for money. Here's what you

tiful coach-
ch-line, and

LEYLAND|

TOP two adverts.
Yellow DollyS is
Andy Rouse &
Tony Dron 5™ at
Spa24 hrs.Ina
Broadspeed Dolly
S Ots

MIDDLE

They also won
the British
Manufacturers
@hampionship in
the red Dolly S.
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CLOSING DATE FOR JUNE SUBMISSION
& CHANGES of ADDRESS

MAY 22nd

Please send iMicrosoft Word to: -
flechetr@gmail.com

While | like my car to have brakes, PLEASE, PLEASE do not insert
Page Breaks, Continuation Breaks or any othiermatting in your Word Documents.



mailto:eric.fletcher@bateman-bet.com

Editorial

Welcome to 2014,which already looks to be a year for us to remember.

NextMort h sees us off to the Nati onal $birihday.30ZN an
for thatreason | have used tirner and outer back covers to take us badkne,to remind us how
Triumph featured in 1974

Elsewhere you find how expensivergavere back then.

It appears that we will not be seeing many of the Cape Town members at the Nationals. The reason
seems to be a combination of distance, cost and total time away from home. Some of you may recall
that in the June 2012 Sabrina following thlett Nationals | made a plea to KZN to consider Cape

Town and PE when planning the Nationals venue.

That obviously fell on stony groundo now ahead of the Nationals let me make a new plea that we

al | take a | eaf out o havifgroer Naiionalsasonsewhere cehtrala nd t h
Maybe always at the same venue as they do in the UK.

Now Nols made a recommendation to the Pretoria members in November that 12 members should
contribute an article to t he ItiRgireoneoarticlegperenths | et
| was nominated to contribute the first one for the December issue.

You will recall that | was campaigning in the December $abri f or mor e articl es
the same® does not need to be lengttherreforas arexample | am inserting my piece herein.

There is also a great article from Dennis Cook that | found to be a wonderful example of good news
and gratitude for good serviemd | wonder how many of us could contribute something similar,
particularly regardig assistance from other members.

I n December s Sabrina in the for sale section
omitted to identify the seller, who of course is John Dobbins, so to make recompense | have repeated
the piece in this issue

Once again we have a missing Regional Reptive to admit to getting more than a little bit

peeved at people contacting me to ask what my deadline is, usually after it has gone.

Does no one read the Contents page?

There inBOLD is the date for subrssions to the next Sabrinawby the missing reports.

You will be wonderingvhy your Sabrindhas arrived later than usual.

Well one of my daughters got married on Maréhahd this brought family from overseas who only
returned home on the ¥.70f course the days prior to the wedding were also upside down.

All of this unfortunagly affected my normal schedule .

See you at the Nationals

Eric Fletcher

| KIANXEFYQa [/ KI

There are a number of challenges that all the classic cars today face.

Some of the members that grew up with the classic cars are no longer able to
drive their cars and also thus not able to participate in events.

We have to pass the baton onto the younger generation who are still able

to and can still enjoy driving and attending to the cars we grew up with.
Another challenge is the continuing escalation of costs and if you just take

fuel as an example, the price went from about R4.00 per litre in 2004 to just un
der R14.00 at the moment, which makes it very expensive to attend the nation
al gathering especially when it is 1600 kilometres away.

We have had success in our club with many of our members still active

and involved in the management of the club and participation in the events, but
it is still something to think about.




| am also looking forward to seeing and meeting many of the new members wh
o will attend the national gathering for the first time. This has been a

factor that is important for the sustainability and growth of the club that new me
mbers attend a national gathering.

Management of the clubs are just as important for the future.

General management skills are required and there are the National and

Club constitutions to guide you as most aspects are covered in them.

One of the most important aspects that is required is enthusiasm and
dedication, the rest will be history.

One thing to keep in mind is that this is our hobby and we do it for the love of it
. We are not paid to do it, so please bear with us, we do what we can in our sp
are and family time.

That's it for now, enjoy what's left of the summer and see you soon.
Triumphant Regards
Gerhard.

treasurers report

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA
NATIONAL ACCOUNT
INCOME STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 315" DECEMBER 2013 AND
COMPARATIVE PERIOD OF 23 RP MAY TO 315" DECEMBER 2012 (unaudited)

2012 2013
INCOME
Membership feeseceived from Centres 301,50 39545,00
EXPENDITURE
Bank costs 223,20 398,00
Sabrina, printing costs 15 069,85 27989,04
Sabrina, postage 5251,25 (incl in above)
Membership cards, printijpand postage 931,43 926,00
SAMCA fees 2592,50
Total expenditure 21475, 3 31905,54
SURPLUS (DEFICIT) 17 174,23) 7 639,46

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA
NATIONAL ACCOUNT
ACCUMULATED FUNDS STATEMENT AS AT 318t DECEMBER 2013 (Unaudited)
2012 2013



Opening banlkalance (23/5/2012) 46410,00 (1/1/2013 29235,77

Plus surplus (Less deficit) (17174,2) 7 639,46
Tot al Member so i R32857& st 36875,23
Represented by bank lbakce 2923577 36875,23
John Roets

REGISTRARS REPORT

The very last Triumph sports cars assembledudt im South Africa,

the Spitfires, are the discussion topic in this report.

These Triumphs were assembled from 1963 to 1971in three different local-plants:

Motor Assemblies (Toyota South Africa near Durban nowadays) from 1963 to 1967, the Rover South
Africa plant in Port Elizabeth in 1968/69 (closed down by 1970); and the former Leyland South
Africa in Blackheath, Cape Town, from 1970 to 1971.

The Mk1, Mk2, and Mk 3 Spitfires were the only locally assembled sports cars from CKD kits
received from Cowuatry in the United Kingdom since local assembly of the TR2/3/3A. The Mk4 and
1500 models found locally were all specially imported by Leyland SA dealers or brought with by
immigrants.

Although the Spitfire Mk1 was launched in the UK in 1962 local assestaited at Motor

Assemblies in 1963 and carried on until 1966/7 when the Mk2 replaced the local assembly of the
Mk1 at Motor Assemblies.

The Motor Assembly wunits all carry the prefix
numbers. With the advenf the Mk3 (already in 1967 in the UK) local assembly commenced in

1968 but was switched to the Rover plant in Port Elizabeth where it remained up to the following
year.

The first Mk3 wunits in | ocal ass eeardocayasssembly i de
numbers. With the merger of Leyland (owners of Triumph) and the British Motor Corporation

(BMC) to form British Leyland, it was logical to have all assembly under one roof in the existing

BMC plant (Austin, Morris , etc) at Cape Townefikor/ Leyland SA). From 1970 Triumph Spitfire

Mk3 assembly switched to Blackheath and remained there until all CKD kits were assembled as late
as 1971. By this time the Mk3 had already been phased out in the UK when the Spitfire Mk4 was
introducedin197@ | r eady. The Bl ackheath assembled car
Fire) in their local assembly numbers.

Spitfire type| Production year§ Local production Total production Total in SA Registe
in UK years

Mk1 19621965 19631966 45 753 64

Mk2 19651967 19661967 37 409 51

Mk3 19671970 19681971 65 320 160

Mk4 19701974 o 70 021 26

1500 19741980 95 829 11

TOTAL 314 332 312

An analysis of the above production figuresaxgis our own local register holdingeveals an
interesting situation. Giovanni Mi chel otti 0s
Mk1 and 2, while the Mk3 with its raised bumper, represents a very figglift . While the

original cars (Mk1/2/3) represent the minorityterms of the total production figures (47%), the later
redesigned cars (Mk 4 and 1500) forms the majority (53%). Our local register holdings, however,
show the extreme opposite.

No less than 88% of the Spitties in our register belong to the firstorgtedhile the redesigned later

cars constitute only 12%. This very unusual situation is obviously accounted for by the fact that the
Mk1/2/3 Spitfires were assembled locally and that they could be bought off the local dealer
showroom floors. Theverystrigent and expensive import regul a



designed to protect the local automobile manufacturing industry, made imports of the relatively

cheap Spitfire in the UK a costly affair locally.

The most successful Spitfire ever,the 1492 v er si on of the Mk4, Kknowr
scarce Triumph in South Africa. Since it reached a total production run of nearly 96 000 units
(virtually one third of all Spitfires) it is hard to believe that we can only account for 11 cars in o

own register. To put this situation in perspective we should compare it to the TR5. This sought after
Triumph TR with a total production run of less than 3 000 cars has no less than 12 cars listed in our
register. What an anomaly!

Cheers vir eers.

Nols

NATIONALS 2014

150 members and 75 cars have booked for this much anticipated gathering at

T O Strand. Our province is a green paradise right now and the weather is
everything you could wish for. April will bring cooler days and make for

excellent top-down drives.

The various functions are being finalised and much hard work is going into
ensuring formal entertainment is balanced with relaxation time at the glorious
South coast.

So book your bikini wax and get a bucket of sunscreen to ensure youjegaiNationals 2014 to the
fullest.

The prize giving Gala evening, Wednesda 3@ril, will be a 007 affair. Guys, be the James Bond
you always wanted to be! Don your bow tie and 007 attitude, leave your gun at home!

Girls be the gorgeous Bond girl, yought find a James Bond on your arm for the evening!"

Halfway StopOver to Nationals.

BilRossAdams of the Green Lantern I nn, Van Reene
travelling to the Nationals, an overnight break for Friday,2%5% discounon their total bill for the

night. If any members would like to be ahead of the bulk traffic, and travel down on the Thursday
night, they will be offered a discounted rate of R500. Per couple per night, B&B (normally R560. per
couple B&B). These areup of season rates.

Contact details: Tel: 05871 0027 Cell: 081 7440770 Email: stay@greenlantern.co.za

REGIONAL REPORTS

Bloemfontein

As usual | am in trouble agaimmy report for Sabrina is late. Sorry Eric, | will not let it happen

again..

|l had just sat down to write Dece-miedobaswhoe por
had been cycling had been knocked down by a hit and run driver, and had been seriously injured.
That was the end of my Sabrina report. Ambulancesnpedics, doctors, hospitals, police and
whatever.. When | thought of Sabrina again it was too late.

Thanks to Eric he allowed us to put in some Christmas wishes.

Other than noggins, we have had no activity since Christmas.

We are havingabring&braa out i ng to a friend of mineds f a



got a very nice collection of Jaguars and a collection of Dinky Toys and other model cars that is very
valuable.

We have had terrible heat this January and February to date, with &umnegigoing up to 40

degrees. One day was 43 degrees in my workshop! This is definitely not open top driving, you will
end up with boiled brains..

As | write this report (Valentines Day), | see there are only ten weeks to the Nationals. Time goes by
so quickly it seems like last month we were on our way to Plett. See you at the Nationals!

Drive safely & God bless
Alan

Border

Greetings all for 2014, after a restful break over Xmas and New Year we are
slowly but surely getting things moving in the Border Triumph Club. Our
Christmas bash was a joint one with the MG club, a very pleasant evening all
round with some hearty banter over the merits of the Triumphs vs. MGs For
2014, the review of club finances shows us to be in a healthy state, so thanks
again to our outgoing Treasurer, Mr John Williams Esq. for stewardship in this
area in addition for his comprehensive handover to Geoff Kriel and Gavin
Turner.

We have already had our 1% event for 2014 with a leisurely booze cruise up
the Nahoon River folowe d by a braai at Ted and Wil
Another fun day guaranteed especially when organised by Gavin Turner.

Well as far as the Nationals go we have continued to promote our members in
order to get a decent showing, but regrettably a number of club have already
got commitments over this period. So far it is myself and Geoff who will flying
the Border flag at the Nationals, hopefully we may get a few others joining us.

Ot her than that, there isndét really any
contribution o date for Sabrina.

So | will finish with a joke shared at
do you call an MG with a l exhausts? /

du
di dndét see the.funny side of that
Cheers,

Phil.

Cape Tow

First off, we would like to wish everyone all the best for 2104. It has been relatively quiet Triumph
wise with the Christmas break but needless to say the whole planet seemed to arrive over the festive
season and our roads are not necessarily built for tie tarmbers!

The last event of 2013 was the club concours followed by the AGM. The concours was split into 2
sections, doOoEl egance and Pride of Ownership (
been having recently on the N2!! The pride of evahip saw some good entries, in particular



Ri chard Grahamés TR6 whi ch he haustrieeandohmyf or o
Wa | k e r @hich t&s$ aareglly interesting history and seems to improve every time we see it.

] e L ! -
= { % s > Vi

Overall
pride
given

indrdi e'v‘H"'u‘grhesﬁs TR:? which achieved the perfect
which to fault it and it is a credit to Eddie for the meticulous way in which he keeps it.

Whilst Tom Dougan and | were doing the POO judging, @sdgere busy scrutinising entries for the
doOEl egance compl eti on. Because of the Cape Do
raised for the shortest possible time lest they disappeared out of Parrow for good! Again the standard
of entries was verhigh and Dennis Cooks TR3A raut the winner by a narrow margin.

There was a late query as to the totals entered on the score sheets so the rest of the field were




separated byonly 1% a really great result.

Once the score were totalled up, Gertgotlthe AGM underway.

Both he and Tom Dougan were not standing feelection so that was going to leave a large gap in
the clubdés management for 2014.

Tom read his combined treastg@nd membership report which showed the club to be in pretty good
shape overall with a very slight increase in overall membership, particularly in younger members.

I n his chairmands report Gerhard said that wh
such as the national gathering where the centre neéed@gprove its profile and make sure as many
members as possible went to the national gathering. Once Gerhard had given his report, the
formalities of electing a new committee were put in place and Frank Dreher was elected to guide the
club forward.

The pizes were then announced and Peter Inskip won the club dipstick by a long way. Having got to
the first part of a run with no difficulty, he then decided to make his own way to the lunch stop but
managed to get the wrong one and was really late in armtitige right one!!!

Dennis Cook was awarded the Chris Schultz trophy for work behind the scenes and Frank Dreher
won the Des Rudolph trophy for the most active member. Jamie Hart won the new Roger Robeck
trophy for the most improved car with his newlgtared TR4 which he promised would be at

Timour Hall in January! Once all the prizes had been given away then the fires were lit and a super
festive time was had to get ready for the festive season.

The first event of the 2014 calendar was organised by Doagan and took the form of a run for

brunch in Franschhoek. Unfortunately Graham Goetze developed a problem along the way which
was diagnosed to be a blown cylinder head gagkée had to be assisted home.

There were many bikers using the pass andratfte inevitable accident scene, the group reached

their destination and were rewarded with a wonderful meal.

The next event was the annual Timour Hall show which | have to say was one of the best ever. The
weather was great and the standard of cargyreathi gh. The ¢l ub had itséo
courtyard and it looked really good with a good selection of cars plus a model display from Ronan
Sanderson and the regalia stand from Eddie Hughes. Eddie did particularly well from sales and we
had manyery favourable comments.

There is a run to Kleinmond along the coast road next but the major event in the future is going to be
the British Sports car tour on the'2Barch which this year will be going to the Agter Paarl are to a
venue we have used beé and really enjoyed. John Parker has taken on the organisation and would
love to hear from potential participants.

Till next time, happy motoring,
Jamie Hart

JOHANNESBURG

/ TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB
\ OF SOUTH AFRICA /

KOHANNEsBURG

www. triumphclub-joburg.co.za

We are well into the New Year and have barely made it with submittisgeport, having missed

the last edition deadline; my apologies.

So a brief recap on the happenings within our club towards the end of 2013.

John Crowther gave a very interesting photographic presentation of the Goodwood Revival in a
chilly UK. A well worth visit if you can get past the damaging exchange rate. Have a word with

Cliff Turnbull if you are planning a trip. He can recommend and organise a package since he lives in
the area.



We were able to stretch our HRun{havimpvisitedthel egs vy e
cablewayoverlookingHartbeespooram.

P

B
\ |

The month beforehis time to the Black Horse Brewery and Restaurant near Magaliesburg.

For the November Noggin, we said our goodbyes to Cliff and Coral Turnbull and John Reyneke.
John hasetired to Pennington KZN and | understand he has joined the Durban Centre. Cliff and
Coral have settled in West Surrey, UK. Despite the abundance of water there they love the place and
look forward to driving their TR3A with their new local club.

Cliff has already addressed the club with an overview of activities in SA.

Sadly, Donald McDonald showed first signs of ill health that would curtail a lot of his activities in the
near future.

Our November Run took us yet again to the Hartbeespoort Dam areaweéhgathered for brunch at

the Windmill Restaurant organised by Jean and Margarita Coppens and Rob McLeod. Sadly, on the
same day but not with our event, Richard Hiil$eunding member of the Austin Heal&ub lost

his life in an accident in the Fourysarea.

The Cansa Relay was well supported by members of Johannesburg and Pretoria who drove cancer
survivors, unable to walk the relay. Well done guys.

To round off the year we enjoyed a wattended Christmas Lunch at Stone Cradle Restaurant in the
Rietvlei Dam and Nature Reserve. This was organised by Helen Flynn and Engela Van Vuuren and
our sincere thanks goes to theFhis traditionally is a time for wellleserved awards and of course,

the exchange of Christmas gifts. Awards:

Competition Trophy:ltalo Moranduzzo.

Ambassador Trophy: Rene de Villiers

Chairmandés Trophy: John Crowther
Victrix Ludorum: Margarita Coppens
Victor Ludorum: Robert McLeod

Well done everyone, my gratitude for your input into our club.
The turnout forJarmir y 6s Noggi n and Picnic at @Bhsemburn L
predictablen a sene predictable.



The turnout for th&alentines

Lunch at Ramkietjie Restaurant in
the Honeydew area (North western
area of Johannesburg) supports my
view thatour committee must come
up with some innovative ideas for

y future events. Attributable facts we
. have to face up to are:

1. Rising cost of living
due to damaging
exchange rates.

2. Record petrol prices

3. The hated E-Tolls

4. Many retirees are

feeling the pinch of all the facts mentioned above.

| envisage also, sorry this is so gloomy but facts must be faced; this applies to Joharnnénstiag
number of our valuable members will be retiring to the coast soon. This of course will be of benefit

to clubs in the coastareas.

Fearnot t wo good events on the cards coming sooIl
Swop Meeting in March which | hope we fly the Triumph flag high and mighty. Likewise and in big
numbers,

Angel ads Picnic i n Apurbelovedcarbte a lreigewmgierceaA s howc a
photographic presentation by yours truly of the Air & Space Museum in Washington for those
interested in aviation.

On display under one roof, amongst others: Concorde, Space Shuttle, Blackfzitgd &Rola Gay

etc,etc. This will be a chance to use our new projector and big screen generously donated by Dave
Sawyer. Dave, thank you.

Right now, we pray for Donald and for dear Helen Flynn.

i

Regards, Mike.

PS Check out our new Web Site at WWW.Triumphghiturg.co.za

KZN

Our end of year function took the form of an evening Dinner dance in the

German Club. Hats were the theme and the winners for the evening were Paul

and Sandy Naidoo after a close decision. The delicious meal was enjoyed by

al | and Br i awas puetd Jogdause bynthe simhde footed dancers.
Januaryo6s run was to a hot and humid SF
and 4 plastics attended.

Our AGM in February will be a mere formality as no leadership changes are
envisaged.

Most members are involved in sub T committees preparing to entertain our

visitors at Nationals.

PORT ELIZABETH




NO REPORT RECEIVED

Pretoria

This report has to be a quick one because | w
usually takes a lot of tim&Vith only two days left before the February"deadline | have to hurry...

At the time of writing we are already in the seventh week of 2014.

| dondédt know what is happening but this year
knots tharthe previous year did. And the national gathering is only 10 weeks away!

Qur first event of the year took us to our ot
Triumph friends at Glenburn Lodge.

This year the turnout was notas good asteeysgi ous year sé6 events; only
a dozen Oplasticsd were seen, but the atmosph
Unfortunately many stories and experiences with the dreattddsaga and the cockeyed accounts

and admistration of this totally discredited system inevitably dominated the topics of discussion.
Our annual Valentine Run is scheduled for Sunda¥),February and once again we will be heading

for a venue on the West Rand.

The lunch at Ramkietjie in Honeydewill be a first, and again our Pretoria guys will have to work

out a route towards the N14 (Krugersdorp kngk) that is free from the mudtated overhead®ll

gantries.

Most of our members appear to oppose the system whereby roads that have xiseancedor a

long time have now become tolled.

We oppose the system as a matter of principle and refuse to add legitimacy to an unfair system by
registering for an-¢oll tag.

| am happy to report that quite a strong contingent of our Pretoria clubereagpear to have

booked for the nationals in KZN at the end of April. We are really looking forward to travelling to

the South Coast in convoy in our Triumphs as it will be part of the fun. We are of course also looking
forward to see all the old Triumghends from around the country again.

OWedged fever seems to on the i nerhagpsead. TIR6am (
own one) that are increasingly finding places
months threee Sevens found a home i n Pretoria. Andr

and rebuilt the car in record time, while Bill Sales bought another Seven

(a coupe) to keep his blue V8 convertible company. Not to be outdone, Bill Flynn also acquired a
very nice red coupe with folding sunroof.

Looking at the total number of Wedges owned by our members collectively the figure increased to
an impressive figure of 21 (18 Sevens and 3 Eights). The interesting part is that among the total
number of leBthy listEdRivtldesSouth ifrican Triumph Register, both the oldest and
youngest cars are found in the Pretoria Centre.

The red Spekbuilt coupe of Albert de Vos has the lowest commission number, while the red
Solihull-built coupe of Bill Sales has tlighest recorded VIN.

In imitation of the usual the bomb shell by means of which Jeremy Clarkson of Top Gear fame
concludes a TV episode, | am sayfdheers vir eers!

Nols

help when you need it most

| have had my classic cars insured with Fussel aso@ates since this facility first became

available to the Club and, although | received news of the Fussel Assist programme when | renewed
my insurance in 2012, | thought nothing more of it.

Fortunately | did att ach akerseo noy fTR6twmdscraen, which u n a
had the call centre number on it.



Here in Cape Town Triumph Sports car club events end in November and for nearly 2 months of the
best weather there are no Club outings. | had heard of a Classic car show in the$tti@oast

beach village of Yzerfontein on 16 December and fancied a long drive in the TR6 which had not
done great distances in 2013 due to fuel injection and other probikensy falling off a roof. |

invited a few likeminded friends to join me on auting and our band of 6, mainly TR6 owners,
arranged to meet on the beachfront in Bloubergstrand for an early drive to the event.

Not far from the meeting point | felt a harsh vibration from the drive train but thought it best to try to
push on. Then caea frightening bang from under the gearbox tunnel, followed by a series of

rotating thumps, announcing that the front prop shaft bolts had given up their job of holding the drive
train together. Assisted by several friends we pushed the car off theoldlsynto the cycle track,

heading toward an Engen filling station a few 100 metres away. It must be the Spandex tights that
make cyclists so mean tempered as they vociferously expressed their displeasure at having to share
their cycle path with an old car

The proverbial many hands soon made light of pushing one side of the TR6 onto a kerb at the filling
station while we jacked the other side of the car up. It was amazing how soon we scavenged a tower
of bricks to support the jacked up side so that |¢d@et under the car. Yes, | had spare nuts and

bolts in the toolbox and thought that it would not take long to get back on the road. Well, with a cross
member under the front of the prop shaft as well as both exhaust pipes running under the cross
member, ae has no chance of getting to the prop shaft flange from under the car. | was at first at a
loss as to what to do, marooned, as | was about 30 km from home.

| then thought to call the Fussel Assist number, not holding out much hope as | was conreected to
call centre in Gauteng. The service that | received in response was most professional and helpful and
after explaining my predicament, | was assured that help would be provided to tow my car home.
Being a public holiday (the one that we used to celeloatthe Voortrekkers donnering the Impis) |
resigned myself to a long wait in the sun.

To my surprise a tow truck arrived within 5 minutes. There is obviously a network of these guys to
receive callouts and the one who took my TR6 home had been nzaételyery to the very Engen

station where we were, so he responded immediately. | enjoined my friends to continue the outing
whilst my TR6 was winched onto a flatbed truck. The driver was a motoring enthusiast who serves
part time as a mechanic for a ragiteam at Killarney and understood what was needed., Seeing the
low front spoiler and number plate, he put a couple of planks under the wheels to lift the car as it was
winched on board safely and my TR6 was conveyed securely home (along with Jo tredciin)

where | could undertake the repairs.

| have expressed my grateful thanks to Fussel and Associates for providing this service for our
cherished classics and wish to share my experience with our members. If you are insured with Fussel
you are not oly getting a good rate for agreed value for your classic, but you can be sure of help
when you need it most.

Dennis Cook
SABRINA is theappropriate vehicle for articles such as this one from Dennis, informative, helpful
and expressing well deserved gtatie where needed. | am sure that there are similar happenings

t hat we should be made aware of, so please | e
Eric

Famous frustrations tr7 style

This is an edited version of some solutions to TR7 frustrations taken from the Best TR7/TR8
Forum.
Cylinder Head.



Hopefully you have not and wil/l not experienc
when the head is stuck on the studs. This apparently is due to the head and the studs being of
different metals. Even thecrewdriver slotén the top of the studs offer little assistance.

While the forum does not give any solution to this nightmare other than brute force. However it does
recommend that once the head is off that you remove the studs and when replacing the head fasten it
downusing correct length and thread Grade 8 bolts.

Water Pump

Again just like the head to remove the water pump force isresjand recommends the use of
bespoke pullers or a slide hammer.

One important thing to remember is that the bolt holding the Iergalplace has BEFT hand
thread.

Rear Axle hubs on 3.63:1 4 speed gearboxes.

This should be a simple procedure having removed the brake drum and retaining nut. Sadly this is not
necessarily so since the hub and axle are a taper fit resulting aftertimi t h fAgal | i ngo |
cold welded the hub and axle. This requires the use of an industrial sized puller aided by an impact
hammer. On reassembly it is advises to apply a smear eseapd lubricant to the inside of the hub.

Distributor

A warning here that hold down plate has threaded holes that are easily stripped so care is required.
Adjusting the timing or fittingnew points can cause dementia to set in, because of the two fixing
bolts being underneath and requiring rubber arms to reaatn thow we know that the Triumph

aimed its marketing at the USA and this was particularly the case

with the 7, so | suppose that it is only logical that the solution to this problem comes from there. It is
a long 7/16inch ring spanner with a bent handke shown below.

TN T I S AR | e

With so many 76s in the c¢club maybe some of vyo
problems.

Eric Fletcher



Wanted

Darryl Hurter is looking for a front Windscreen and a Bonnet ( without air scoop) for either a
Triumph 20@ or Chicane.
He can be contacted on 083 777 0718

For sale.

My apol ogies in Decemberdés Sabrina | did
Dobbins on 082 508 0910.

TR7 SPARES

NEW PARTS

2 LHS OUTER SILLS XKC112 R100 EACH
1 RHS OUTERSILL XKC113 R100

3 RHS REAR WING XKC191 R200 EACH

1 TAPPET COVER GASKET R20

1 LHS STRUT CAX2101 R500

1 RHS STRUT CAX2100 R500

2 BONNET BUFFERS ZKC3514 R20 EACH

2 BUSHES LOWER CONTROL ARM CRC307R20 EACH

2 ENGINE MOUNTINGS UKC6710 R150 EACH
4 VALVE SPRING SETS CVS716K R20 A SET
1 OIL PUMP ROTOR QRK17 R200
1HIGH PRESSURE OIL PUMP GLP106/Hd R500

1 GEAR BOX OIL PUMP RTC2057A R200

1 HEAD GASKET R200

1 GEARBOX MOUNTING TKC1044 R250

4 SETS POINTS GCS106 R80 A SET
SECOND HAND PARTS

2 RADIATOR SUPPORT PANELS TKC4364 R50 EACH

4 TRAILING ARMS RKC4238 R100 EACH

1 SUB FRAME RKC2808 R500

1 REAR ANTI ROLL BAR R100

1FRONT ANTI ROLL BAR RKC30 R150

1 BELL HOUSING UKC1984 R250

1 BRAKE BOOSTER RTC1378 R350

1 CROWN WHEEL AND PINION TKC2946/RTC2061 R500

2 SIDE SHAFTS RKC4633 R200 EACH
2 STARTER MOTORS R250 EACH
2 HEADLIGHT PODS R300 EACH
1 RACK AND PINION STEERING R350

2 HAZARD SWTCHES R50 EACH
2 HEADLAMP SWITCHES R100 EACH

1 PAIRWIPAC RECTANGULAR FRONT FOG LAMPS R200 PAIR
For Sale

Hepolite Pistons and Rings for 1500 Spitfire/MG Midget.
2.8995 inch/73.647mm + .020 inch.

New set of 4.

Offers to Rod Paxton on 083 458 0148.



concours judges please note

It has been said for somen that our Triumphs do not naturally cowi¢h the same specifications

as UK modelsAs if to underline thiddi ke EIl Ili s the TR Registerds 0
following in the January TRAction.

A From conver sat i on scanTR bvanereit wouddeenr that evetlootitheh A f
very first disc br akT&iB04BnWRiBhGssthe eaeliesedissbeaked TRBut t h
registered with us, has recently been rebuilt by John Roets and is shown in the accompanying
photograph. Apartrbm the very attractive windscreénvhich uses cut down stanchicinand

improved engine cooling, the car is very original and tookhtwpours atheir annual Triumph Club

show. o
So there you have it, it would appear that we had disc brakes befd/& ti$® congrats to John.

Eric Fletcher

{ I ONRA VI Q¢
The following article appeared in |
this Januaryos
Registerds TRAcC
Warrington is the Editor of TRAction and despite some of his comments having particular
referenceto TR Registerl t hought that it was worthwhile ac
December article.




WHY DON’T WE...

PUBLISH AN ELEC
VERSION OF TR AC.'E'?SI{I“;C

W .

: :: c:oes the. TR R_eglster not publish TR Action as an “e-zine”
electronic online version that readers can access on their

computers or smart devices like tablets and phones?

REGISTRARS’
REPORTS

TR23BN
3BREGISTER

Mike Ellis

Bob le Brocq's
recently
restored TR3.

MY MENTION OF THE WORKS
RALLY TR3A VRW 221IN THE
details of the car’s history. Just to remind
LASTTR ACTION STIRRED SOME you itis always worth contacting me if you
MEMOR’ES FOR TREVOR GILKS. are thinking of buying a caras 1 (and other
Registrars for their models) usually have
As he recalls: “Back in the early 1960s just information from previous owners which can
after | had bought my first dodgy TR2undera  be usefulin confirming identity and history.

street lamp in North London, VRW, complete On the technical front | have made one
R e hanae since | last wrote and this was to

s s ¥ /' B
e i OFUI98 5=



When [ was first asked to
become TR Action’s editor, there
was already a process in place to
look at moving to a new printer.
| found a new provider who,
extremely fortunately, owned a
mailing house and could help
us with cost savings on our print
cost, cost savings on postage
and most importantly, could do
all this and reduce the delivery
time on the finished magazines.
The operations manager at the
mailing house has probably
forgotten more about the arcane
internal structures and costing
models of all the principle delivery
companies than most of us will
ever want to know. The upshot
of this is that all our copies of TR
Action are pre-sorted before Royal
Mail collects them, the overseas
copies now go by priority airmail
and we have reduced the costs.
The eagle eyed who looked into
the detail of the financial results
for last year, for this year and the
budget for next year will have
seen that the magazine costs
have significantly decreased in
an environment where costs,
especially postage, have risen
dramatically and yet we have been
able to make substantial savings
AND get the magazines delivered
worldwide in a time scale that
should be acceptable to most.

So, having fixed this, the
question of providing an
electronic version remains as
an added benefit for those who
might want it. Loads of magazines,

we are told, have electronic copies.

Itis the way of the world and

we must not be left behind. The
technology exists, it is very low
cost and well proven. Or at least,
that is what | am told. And in the
main, it is true. The final artwork
for TR Action is a pdf file. Actually,
itis several pdf files and they
collectively amount to around 200
Mbytes. This can be reduced to a
more manageable size for viewing
on a screen and this is the format
that we use for the proof copies
prior to printing. All of the page
turning e-zine products that | have
found use a pdf file as their basis
and wrap this either in some form
of proprietary software or more
usually with a software tool called
“flash” that you may be familiar
with — it was originally developed
as an easy way to provide
animations on web sites. Most of
the products are free, if you accept
a small amount of advertising,

SA vehicle prices 1974.

and some are even hosted for

you so you do not need to worry
about the network bandwidth or
download volumes. To be truthful,
as | find it hard to visualise a pdf
file as a magazine, the last stage
that I do before signing off TR
Action for printing is to create an
electronic copy that | can view on
my desktop computer.

So, that looks like a
solution. The software is all
there, it works and it is free.
So why don’t we use it?

To avoid sounding like Monty
Python’s “Spanish Inquisition”
sketch, | will just say that there are
a number of issues to consider.
The first and technically the most
challenging is that you will recall

I mentioned the use of “flash”
software? Unfortunately, this is
now only supported on desktop
and laptop systems via web
browsers. It is not supported on
the sorts of devices like iPods,
tablets and smart phones that
most people want to use to access
e-zines. The world has moved
rapidly to using technology to
view “stuff”rather than create
“stuff”and today, the platform

of choice for viewing is provided
either by Apple or Google

(who own the Android system).
Products do exist to create e-zines
on these new platforms, but

this is not free. We have recently
looked at this again and the cost

book with the Kindle app, | am on
about five words per line to read
comfortably. So for a magazine
like TR Action, you would be
forever scrolling about the page
to read it. Or we change the
format to make it more suitable
for online viewing. But this is at
the expense of the paper copy,
unless we produce two formats. |
cannot see that one getting past
the Treasurer.

Then, how do you control
access? TR Action is the “jewel in
the crown”for the TR Register.
Itis the one item that touches
the entire membership and
remains one of the reasons that
new members join. So we do not
want to put this out for anyone to
download and therefore we have
to secure it somehow, or levy a
charge. Securing is possible — we
could hide the access inside a
members only secure part of the
website and print a password in
the printed copy, so you would
need your printed copy to access
your electronic one. Now, | am not
going to tell anyone the secret
access codes and | am sure you
would not either - but someone
might. It does happen and we
have had copyright breaches
created and promoted through
our own Forum. No-one is going
to do it willingly, but sometimes
just being helpful and friendly can
have unforeseen consequences.
So, we put it out there as an “app”
and people pay for it as they want

estimate ran to. That
thounds  WHAT WAS CUTTING e
2;22:2:; EDGE TECHNOLOGY Ef;ﬁ;the
::r'"zi:l g THREE YEARS AGO IS g?i::m
dontsve - OLD HAT” TODAY. “app" will
much by take a

reducing the print run because the
overwhelming majority (including
your Editor) still look forward to
receiving their paper magazine.

So, technically it can be done.
Itis free for a dwindling number
who want to view on a traditional
computer, but prohibitively
expensive for today’s generation
of hardware and to keep abreast
of future technology trends, at
least in our environment.

Does the format work on a
screen? It certainly does with
my 26 inch flat screen on my
computer. Does it work on a
tablet or smartphone? | have
one of each and when reading a

commission on sales of around
30%. And that is on top of our
£15k or so production, hosting
and development costs, many of
which are on-going not just initial
set-up expenses.

And when we have got through
all that stuff, we have two further
things to consider. We have, in
the past, had concerns raised
by members who have entered
their name into Google and
found that their picture appears
on the screen as a result of an
image that has been posted on a
group website, or by a member
of Facebook. Most members do
not mind, but some see this as

an invasion of privacy. So how do
you formulate an editorial policy
to handle this? The second relates
to copyright. We reprint a number
of items that have previously
been published in other formats
and for which we do not own the
copyright. For much of this we
have a standing agreement to
reproduce at no charge, for some
we need to make a token payment
and some we need to undertake

a formal licencing agreement. We
try to avoid the last of these. The
costs are kept very low because
we are producing a club magazine
and producing it on paper. As
soon as it becomes a commercial
publication, we will have to pay
commercial reproduction rights.
The agreements that we have
today allow us to reproduce on
paper but prohibit reproduction
in any form of electronic, online or
storage and retrieval systems. And
the reason for this is that while
itis difficult to produce multiple
copies of a paper magazine, it

is trivially simple to scatter to all
corners of the earth (and probably
beyond) an electronic copy.

So where are we now? At the
top level, it is simple and easy to
produce an electronic edition of
any book or magazine. For trailing
edge technology, itis free of charge
provided you are willing to risk
loss of your intellectual property.
But, technology moves on and
does so rapidly. What was cutting
edge technology three years ago
is “old hat”today. The TR Register
has a reputation for leading and
not following. We are migrating
our communications to the new
digital world and are doing itin a
way that transcends today’s media.
Some call it “social media’, but what
we are aiming to produce is a suite
of communication tools that takes
advantage of the unique features
of every medium. Web sites,
Forums, Twitter and Facebook and
whatever follows them provide for
instant news and communication
while nothing beats the printed
word for a relaxing, in depth read.

The printed copy of TR
Action is not going away,
but we are adding new
forms of communication
for those who want them
and will continually explore
all the electronic publishing
avenues as technology and
usage habits continue to
develop and change.
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Which of these cars did you own when Hadttom trousers and macramé plant hangers were all the
rage. When 98octane petrol {ae coast) was

11 centsl/litre, a Weber carb R45, reconditioned VW engine R250.

Triumph 2500 Chicane R 3,585

Audi 100Ls R3,930 Chev Firenza R2,287
Volvo 144S 2L R4,350 Toyota Corona B285
VW Beete 1600 R1,998 Peugot 404  R3,265
Opel Kadett1200 R2,030 Mazda 616 R584
1275 Mini GTS R2,280 Ford Cortina 3L R,995
Granada 2500 R399 Fiat 1300 R2,279
Datsun 1200 R2,195 Valiant Rebel R3,475
Chev ConstantiaR5,700 MB 280E A/T R8,033.

Now before you get too exited think back to what you were earning in 1974, | remember that my
salary was not quite R1,000 per month before tax, bond and all other expenses.
Eric Fletcher

a blast from the past

The following piece of history isaken verbatim from The Star MOTORING dated Thursday July

6 1989. The newspaper cutting was given to me by Keith Kelly and it interesting to note that in
those days this section was part of the Star broadsheet. The photos come from the same cutting
and despite being in colour do not scan very well.

Ed

5 elderly TRO0S show paces at G

Car enthusiasts really are all the ssameh et her t hey are shouting fAFoO
yelling AAudi o i n the st and svimgly reskosing anaeldarly s o u
vehicle under the different brand named skin, they are the same kind of people. This was really
brought home when | was invited to join some members of the Triumph Sports Car Club of South
Africa for a Sunday morning at Geeok . In all fairness | donét th
the recent Triumph as a particulary outstanding car and not too many of the Toledo and Chicane
series saloons are still seen today in daily use;

however mention the older models, like TR,2t and so on and a light of remembrance will dawn.

In fact ,the club had one of each of the true sports cars out at Gem®B,4,4A,5 and a left hand

drive 6 dating from 1953 to 1971.




The owners and various other members had & &tasnd the 3Km oval, with stopwatches recording
their true speed. I was invited to drive each
was acutely aware of driving valuable and irreplaceable cars of considerable sentimental value. To
ttk e them in order Harry Fairleydds 53 TR2 is f.
sunshine |ike nearly a new car ,li ke any true
British thoughtfully provided a tonneau covertogrect t he car 6s interior
weat her. Two tiny ABrooklandso screens keep th
open air than modern drdpeads. The four cylinder 1991cc car managed a healthy 158.6km/ h
around Ge randfat kehakedlystableat that pace in spite of wearing tall, thin tyres on
narrow rims. True, the big woeatmmed steering wheel did skip about a bit more than it wounlld o
faceless modern stdbmpact but for a 3éyear old car built up from a rusgrhulk found in a field,

the exhaust note more than made up for any little twitches. With just a bit more poke, the magical

fi t o 1A miles per hour, or 161km/h would have been possible.

Dennis Cookbs
1957 m— . TR3has

a similar =% . motor

but made | just

148.8km/h around the banked oval; very much closer to its next restoration than théhER2eam
coloured tweseater felt considerably more skittish on the road; for a-imdgage caits
performance was acceptable, and since a rebuild will obviously inaateenplete strip and check

over, any worn steering parts wild@ be renewe
faith in a car which has been in the family for years, that Dennis nonchalantly drives it as fast as he
does; heclearlyknosvy exactly what the old girl can do,

belt around the tr aedtoaatmlyfencdulageinato doshe samé.ap af t
Eddi eds bright vyell ow -Us8@&@itevénhds/a CBadio installecegoa |l | y
that when the family go out fAin convoyo every
high speed driving, aerial bent over nearly backwards, The TR4 clocked 156.7 km/h but surely would
have gone faster with the roof-pe TR4 has a solid rear window which has either a soft or hard

roof panel to windscreen surround. Still a faylinder motor but now stretched to 2,138cc, the 4A

was foll owed by probably the most desired car
gleaming white version had a potent-sidinder 2,498 cc engine which obligingly ate its electrically
switched overdrive unit during an exhuberant
inself-condemnati on, as h ethasantedash@on, bncecbefare atikough thé n g |,
car could be driven easily enough, fear of an
much on the circuit, although it went home at a fair pace.

The youngest car belonged to the youngest member,Biakg; his 76 TR6 was bought new by a

South African Diplomat in America, hence thedeéind drivei n f act very few TRE
with right-haddrive, as most of the production was destined for the States. Sharing the same basic
motor asthe TR5t. Gar6 s car suffered from having the | es
managed to circulate at an average one lap speed of 165.4 km/h. Being the most modern, | found it
the easiest to drive quickly, although | was still aware that it was someenéesls pr i de and
Neverthel ess, |l got to within a tenth of a se



| was using nearly all the car had too give. To get over the 100mph mark he put the roof up and that
made the car markedly fasteithaugh the black fabric did balloon up alarmingly as he zipped past
the pits.

If there is a common trait to the two generations of Triumphs | was privileged to sample, it must be
the inherent sportsar feel which only English opeonpped cars have eviead. Particulary the older
cars give that of a t r u estrdich to didtaatipaialssaedathigh daske a r |
with | arge nearly vertical wooden steering wh
and all cars shared thededtyle dash layouts with separate starter buttons; épatrated dip switches
and lots of wood.

With TSCCSA members Frank Banha, Dave Beard and Ronnie Bartram along as interested
informative spectators, | found that a neddygotten marque became yanuch more alive: for

anyone wishing to get a closer look at the many different models, sports and saloons under the
Triumph banner, the club is holding a parade and display at Gold Reef City on SundayJuly 30

Fascinating stuff and of course Harry an®ennis are still with us, although looking at the photo

of Harry taken 24 years ago Harry doesndt | oo
retyped verbatim despite all the hyphenated words and the reference to the wooden steering wheel
is not a typo on my part that is what the Star says. | have deleted the last sentence that gave the
contact details for the Secretary DaBeard.

Maybe Harry and Dennis could be persuaded to send me their memories of the day and is it
possible to revisit Getek at some time?

Eric Fletcher

3D Printing and Classic Cars

By Martin Naude

I n the process of restoring my 1969 Triumph S
find anywhere: the heater blower fan. Being fairly computer savvy, | dktidey a new approach

that is gaining traction in the classic car community: 3D Printing.

3D printing is the process whereby a computer model of a part is printed using an additive process. A
print head heats some plastic material and prints it laykxyey to form a fully featured

reproduction part. 3D Printing used to be a fairly expensive exercise but an explosion in hobbyist 3D
Printers has put them in reach of us mere mortals (an entry range hobby printer is about R15,000 with
a 700g spool of matial costing R500) .



To start the process, | took the original part that was broken and took measurements using a calliper
and then knocked it together in a 3d modell in

for hobbyists including Autodek 6 s 1 2 Sitp://wevsl23dapp.céirthat allow for simple 3D
modelling.

Once | 6d cr e amaided itthrough taracconmpany in Midrand that used their 3D printer
and then posted it backtomeeTh part i n total cost me R400. Th

companies in South Africa that provide this service and the cost is coming down.

All that was left for me to do was check the part and fit it into the heater unit. It fit perfectly and was
readyto use.


http://www.123dapp.com/

’ 4

As 3D printing becomes more accessible, and as some parts on classic cars become more difficult to
source, this blend of the old and new will provide a method to create problematic parts. The
introduction of handheld 3D scanners to scan exigarts and a growing collection of 3D parts
continues to simplify the process.

Printing of metallic parts is starting to become more affordable and should provide for a larger set of
applications especially to classic motoring.

For my next okpgabgnahertaspect od aomputer aided manufacturing for my Spitfire.
| need a new dashboard and |1 6ve reconstructed

Utilising a computer controlled lathe, the dashboard will be cut from a block wood according to
exacting spatications. All that will be left to do is give it a sand a coat of varnish.

|l f youdéd |Iike more information on 3D printing
pl ease dondt hamin@antelect.dogda cont act me:



mailto:martin@entelect.co.za

My Triumphs

Hopefully this is the first of a series of YOUR Triumphs.

To continue Nolds | ead, where he nominated wh
make some suggestions as to who should contribute, remembering dtia detailed article on

your Triumph, but a synopsis of the Triumphs in your life.

So here are my nominations for 2014 ; Alan Grant, Heinz Koncki and Mike Napoli.

My first Triumph was only a 2.2 TR3 engine in a Morgan(#8 1029) The Morgan was purckad

in Springs in 1962 from Red Whitehouse who had just bought the Protea now owned by Alan Grant.
| even helped Red drill the lightening holes inhe o t chaasiss

In 1967 | took myself to University in Cornwall UK, paying my own way.

No way was | gimg to be the local taxi and thus required a car with only two seats. A Morgan was
out of my budget, but for £300 | found a late model TR3. This had a works, steel hardtop, Fibreglass
3A nose,

2.2 engine, an alternator, wire wheels and disc brakesoltaise with a spare head and centre lock
wheels, both these items | believe are still somewhere in my brothers garage. And so into my life
came my Jonqui l Yell ow TR3 fAiJemi mao and what
Never garaged in doorgtally reliable for regular runs to South Wales, London (that was a 800 mile
round trip) the Midlandsand even from Cornwall to Dover and the Lake Distriag, it rain or snow.

She performed well in racing, autocross and hill climbs with the hard tog go after the last hill

climb of the year and off before the first one.

The two sets of wheels were a joy with Mithe n MX &6 s g o i nMmnterfaral reguéauuseo ¢ r 0 S
with the wires carrying Dunlop green spot racing tyocesillclimbs and races

Her last race was on a Sunday and | was flying back to SA on the Wednesday, sadliyhemther

TR drivers wrote his car off so there and then | parted with Jemima for £5tandvonder what

became of her (LFY 965)?

Work and family now took precedce until mid life crisis struck and in 1993 | bought the car of my
dreams a 1978 Reliant Scimitar GTrBm Guy Tumner

Sadly this suffered a fire and was burnt out and so what now?

Again | fancied a Morgan and again beyond budget, perhaps becauseaitr®@ahat | desired.

The answer lay in my daughter Megan who for her very first car had found a Solihull TR7 FHC,
which is another tale. Lo and behold what should appear but a TR8 that had the same engine as the

Morgan+8.

Even more logically it sharedo st of iits spares with Megands T
reason has never acquired a name.

Shirley my wife refuses to drive in Athat bI a
Why?

Because she has bad memories of the Morganos
Whitehouse had fitted it with.

While the 8had ostensibly had a body off restoration the unknown restorer had done some sloppy
work in certain areas that have with time been rectified.

A decent metallic black rspray, new seat covers and carpets wereéecbout 5 years ago, the

frightening electric choke on the 390 Holley carburetor was replaced with a manual choke (that is
never used).

Current mind juggling revolves around buying a new hood, since to put the existing (perfect) hood up
means leaving jhalf up in the sun for two hours so that the vinyl becomes flexible and should I try
Evans waterless coolant. Still it has gained several Concours Gold and Silver medals so lets see how
she does at the Nationals

Eric Fletcher



The Triumph 1300 in Israel

FWD
The Triumph 1300 FWD was first made available in the United Kingdom in
August 1965.

It was unconventional, even though it exhibited the latest in small car design,
because it was front-wheel-drive. However it was also designed by Giovanni
Michelotti, being elegant and modern with Italian styling. The media made a lot
of fuss over it but the quality left something to be desired.

The Triumph 1300 FWD was Standard-Tr i ump h 6 s Aatbcarewhenntg t o
entered into partnership with the Israeli firm of Tirat Carmel.

In 1965 Leyland management promises the Israel government a production
volume of an unrealistic 5000 bearing in mind that this car was quite
expensive.

The Triumphdés introductory price i n May

The also-new Ford Escort, while certainly a lot more modest, was retailed for a
much lower price of IL 11,760 only.

Prior to its | aunch in Engip@dudionca) fipr ot
1300 was delivered to Israel for an up-close examination. It was accompanied

by an engineer driver from the Triumph Coventry factory and was to be on

hand at all test demonstrations as had
officials of Israel.

However when the car was eventually launched, (one and a half years later), it
was supplied with a 1500 engine and marketed as the Triumph 1500. This was
necessary to overcome the refusal of the Israel government officials to
approve the sale of a 1300cc family car. (There already was a 1300 cc car on
the Israel market in the form of the Israeli-assembled Hino Contessa, built in
the llin factory).

The Hino Contessa was a conservative Japanese product but very different to

the Triumph 1300 FWD and was also styled by Giovanni Michelotti of Turin. It

was assembled in Haifa in March 1968 but lllin shut down the plant the

following January and forced Autocars to purchase the plant and keep the
production |ines running. After a short
located to the ex-lllin plant.

Later on, in August 1969, Autocars started the assembly of Triumphs with the
1300cc engine even in cars earmarked for the 1500 engine.

The Triumph 1500 FWD was sold in two markets only - Israel and South
Africa. For both, the cars were delivered in CKD form.



The Triumph 1500 only made its first appearance in the UK two years later, but
with the advantage of thorough testing beforehand (in Israel).

An Israeli engineer, Ephraim Kishon, described the Triumph 1500 FWD as a
British-Israeli co-production, the car itself from England, the steering made in
Israel 0O

The front wheel drive, north-west engine with the gearbox underneath made it
relatively easy for Standard Triumph to fiddle with the idea of a 1300-based
4x4 version. A rally version 1300 was built and raced but never marketed.

What is interesting is that way back in 1965 Standard Triumph had already

devel oped its own fAiUni mogo 4x4 prototyr

named the Pony (later the Dragoon); it was to be built and marketed
exclusively by Autocars. Hopes were high but the Pony was never approved
for sale in Israel and had no real chance outside Israel.

As was often the case, Triumph continued to provide Autocars with kits for the
1300 even after production in England had ceased, Early in 1970. U K
production ceased and standard triumph pulled out of Autocars in November
1971.

The last Triumph 1300 was assembled in Israel in June 1973. (In total,
Autocars assembled 2,493 1300s and 1,223 1500s.

FWD 4X4

Triumph had been experimenting with
using Triumph 1500 mechanicals and offered this to the Israeli government,
never marketing the vehicle in the U K.

Autocars in Haifa, Israel, marketed it as the Dragoon.

Its technical specifications were engine-wise a Triumph 1500 engine, (as used
in the Triumph 1500 FWD), with 56 brake horsepower @ 4300 rpm.

It weighed 991 kg and was normally front wheel drive but engaging also rear-
wheel drive automatically selected low range. It had a de Dion front axle and
semi-elliptic springs front and rear.

However atthesamet i me Tri umphoés Competition

ambitious experimental project in the U K by building a 4x4 rallycross car
which was essentially a Triumph 1300 FWD with a four wheel drive
transmission train. This car was rallied by Brian Culcheth and he came first at
a televised rallycross at Lydden in Kent but the Triumph was comprehensively
written off after a year of rallying 1 breaking a trailing arm, rolling and being
extensively damaged in March 1969 at High Egborough.
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Brian Culcheth, in a letter to a motoring journalist, bemoans the fact that first

Triumph, who developed the car, had the project taken away from them by the
Abosseso at 1Bnst@ctingéhg pragent tb be taken over by the

Abingdon (rather than the Coventry) factory and then . When the Abingdon

pl ant closed down the whole project nwe

According to him the rally car used the Le Mans racing engine with twin 40

DCOE Webers, a |Iimited slip differentie
gearbox with 4" being where 15 normally was i thus keeping you thinking
when driving in angero. He al so states

rally exploits, albeit for an extremely short time.

Jon Rademan

We should thank Jon for sending me this fascinating piece of Triumph

history that he found on the internet under the heading

Al srael motorindustry.org/triumph_ 1300 i
Ed

The cars of folly.

| based the title for this piece ¢ime marvelous book by the historian

Barbara Tuchman entitled AThe March of Follybo
Her premise is that governments that stay in power too, loradke foolish decisionslecisionsthat

they are fully aware are stupid.

Her book details the fall of Troy and goes through history right up to the present day discussing
various Governments and theidiculous decisions.

Now what has this got to do with cars you may ask?

| have long held the opinion that the car industry is the best detailed history in the World.

The failures and or successes of nearly every car company that exists or existadadie aot in

some dusty archive bt be found on the shelves of any good book shop. They cover design,
engineering, motor sport you name it.

But apparently no one in the industry reads these books, or if they do they choose to ignore their
lessons.

Fael Vega went under by trying to modewn market as did Reliar&ustin lost a fortungtrying to

go up marketon its Rolls Royce powered Princess,kn@avt t he ti me as fAan en
car o.

They did likewise with their competitor of the Land\rr the Austin Gypsy.

How about BL apparently killing off the MGB because they lost £100 per car, surely they could have
either increased the price or found a cost saving solution.

The list is endless so why not start with David Knovdes

AThe TriumphTR7-The I nside Storyo.

Now does the industry take note of their folly?

I donoét bel i eefdowindgilustratearidgadedhe gleafosthigatticle.

Bernstein Research reveal that Mercedes lost £ 2.8 Billion ( R46 B) on their Smart FoarTwo

which equates to £3,782 per car , an amount that was almost half the asked for selling price.

Not to be outdone Vol kswagenodés Al Million Vey
£ 3.9 Million on each car sold. They even managed to lose £ 23,500 on each of thé PRA&0Nns

that they sold.



How about Aston Martindés Cygnet <city car that
only 142 of their estimated sales of 4,00€r year.

You dondét need to be a genius according to Mo
it o r e a kathsrdéined Toyeta iQavithldifferent grille, some badging and other cosmetic
enhancements was going to be a hard sell at

£30,000plusi despite it be.called an Aston Martin
Factisitwas not credible at its price point or as
One ca continuewith the Fiat Stilo, MercedesiAlass, Audi A2 and Jaguartfpe and even our

own much vauntedoule that folded afteinly five had been built.

| was going to say fi and |l astly our ownagJoul
thing to go on.

Truly a AMarch of Foll yo.

Eric Fletcher

SOME ITALJAerald information

The following comes from the TR Registerados |1t
AThere has been mubadyessmthe dtalid reaing. @\ undoubeedly nmedns

Telaio e Motrore /Chassis and Engine.

The crossed flag badges also appear on some Triumph Herald models that were designed by
Michelotti when he was working for Vignale.

Crossed flags are an international sign of cooperatiomanidased on the International code for
shipos flags. A red cross on a white backgrou
background is ASo for Standard Tri umph.

Ot her Vignale cars for Maserati, ManpoLaamndiF

this always pr
Only on Triump
be Vignal eds
Triumph for their business \A!
conduct. If so Triumph never
knew or noticeand the flags
continued on Herald models
until 1971.

ecedes the Vignale AVO.
h models does Vignale dare to p

WHAT CAR IS
THIS?




Name the Make.

Name the Model.

Give the engine size.

Where was it made & when?
Does it have TriumpBNA?

Be very careful this is not as easy as it looks.

59/ 9 a.MysteraCar

Ah! Ah!' How many of you said this is simple it is a Morgan SIF&dly if you were a panelist on
Stephen Frydéds QI programme you would have jus
answer.

Designel and built by Spntzel Lawrence Racingn a Morgan chassis

and using a Triumph TR3 2.2L engine three such cars were built.

Wrong hecorrect answer is thétterewer@a ct ual |y f our SLR6s buil't

and the first of these was built on a Triumph TdR4ssis.

It is owned by Dave Hurrel and was ast years TR Register National

and has appeared at Goodwood revivals.

Thet hr ee Mo r g asvaliwlaRdval. ar e



So my apologies to any Morgan owners for destroying a piece of your folklore and to those of you
who said Triumph SLR, hats off j@u.

Eric Fletcher
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