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Editorial 
 
So another year is gone they seem to vanish before they have even start.  

Mine has been quite busy with time away in Botswana, Mozambique, Polokwane, Kimberely, where 

to my mind they have ruined the Big Hole Museum and even Secunda plus of course a week in 

Wales.  

Doesnôt seem possible and hopefully, other than the Postal strike, I have managed to have kept you 

all satisfied with Sabrina.  

Dennis Cook has made a plea for doing it Electronically, that you can read herein, in this he has 

joined a couple of other voices so that should make an interesting discussion at the BGM. 

In this context Julian Stevens a TR Register member from Cornwall commented in a recent E-Mail to 

me that our Web Site is terrible.  

What is that old saying about putting the cart before the horse? 

Swopping the horses for engines the TR7/8 article mentioned in  

ñFrom the Bookshelfò has a strange comment that should delight some of you, when it states ñ As it 

is original TR7ôs are now almost a rarity, with conversions rife. A Rover V8 is by far the most 

commonééé.Ultimately the genuine cars will be most valued.ò 

This view is echoed in the September issue of TR Action where the TR7/8 Registrar, Ian White, 

reports;  

ñ According to the 2013 Market Review by Classic and Sports Car classic car prices show no sign of 

slowing down. As an example of this a  

Condition 1 TR6 will now set you back £ 22,000 a 17% increase over last year. TR7 prices are 

moving up, but at a slower rate. A Condition 1 FHC will cost you around £ 6,300, an 8.6% rise over 

last yearé if you can find one.  

My very unscientific poll conducted while I was at the International Triumph Weekend, looking at 

cars and talking to owners indicates that most TR7ôs are actually TR7-V8ôs and TR7 and TR8 

owners are becoming long term owners and unlikely to sellò. 

Novemberôs Thoroughbred Bred and Classic Cars, in their ñrecent auction ñ list, show a TR5 with an 

estimated price of Ã 51,600 selling for Ã 74,500. Thatôs about R 1,155,000.  

Incredible! 

So there you have it most of us therefore are going to have some very fortunate children or 

grandchildren. 

So without further ado hereôs wishing you all a great and happy festive season followed by an even 

more wonderful 2014. 

See you at the Nationals. 

Eric Fletcher 

 

/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ /Ƙŀǘ 
 

Chairmanôs Chat December 2013 

Believe it or not, but another year has flown by?!  The next year will be a huge one for us as we 

celebrate the fortieth anniversary of the Triumph Sports Car Club in South Africa as well as the 

national gathering in Port Edward. So much to do so little time but we will celebrate in styleé   

The times are changing and we have to as well, so please put your thinking caps on and letôs have 

some fresh new ideas to take the club to the next level and into the next era.    

There has been discussions on centralising the national gatherings which I think is becoming more of 

a reality now than ever before with the cost of fuel where it is at the moment something to consider.  

There have been discussions on publishing Sabrina in an electronic format, which is also still 

something to consider as more and more people are getting connected and prefer to receive it in an 

electronic format.  



Then the Concours and arguments for and against the dôEtat competition as there are fewer judges 

that really know the different models of cars and originality on top of it all.  

I would really like you to think about these points and others that may be of benefit to our members 

and discuss it at club level with your fellow members and if possible bring some answers to the table 

as well. 

Another item I would like to touch on is the prices of our cars. I am in the final stages of completing 

the rebuild of my TR3A and it is quite an expensive exercise to have anything done.  I am really 

scared to take a guess on how much it would cost to do a rebuild on a car these days, but know it is 

expensive.  The cost to do a rebuild of a Spitfire for example is about the same as it would be for a 

TR2 these days. Also, if you look at what the prices are for second hand and new cars. You cannot 

really buy a car for anything less than R100K, which I know is not a real measurement, but should be 

an indication of what the prices could be. My view is that our cars are undervalued, but again, it is the 

demand and supply that really finalises the paying price. Your views please?? 

May I also then take this opportunity of wishing you and you families a very blessed Christmas and 

best wishes for 2014. Enjoy the festive season with your family and friends, do take care and have 

fun in your Triumphs. 

Triumphant Regards, 

Gerhard  

 

REGISTRARS REPORT 
 

In this issue of Sabrina I shall deal with the remaining two models not previously covered in my 

series on the Triumph TRs recorded in the South African register: the TR7 and the TR8. 

The TR7ôs are listed in four separate registers in our local Triumph register: cars built at Speke 

(Liverpool); cars with commission numbers built at Canley (Coventry); VIN cars built at Canley; and 

cars built at Solihull (all VIN).  Cars in all four categories are found in the local register with units 

from the Solihull group the most numerous. This is accounted for by the fact that the TR7s imported 

and distributed by Leyland South Africa are all from Solihull. The cars belonging to the first three 

groups were either imported individually by their first owners, or were brought with by immigrants, 

or other local dealers in South Africa. 

TYPE SPEKE 

CARS 

CANLEY Comm 

No 

CANLEY 

VIN 

SOLIHULL TOTAL 

TR7 Production 71080 19752 10623 8714 110169 

TR7 SA 

Register 

8 11 22 88 129 

TR8 Production Approx 150 204 2097 414 Approx 

2865 

TR8 SA 

Register 

0 1 2 2 5 

TR7s were first produced at Speke from 1975 to 1978 and all were fixed- head coupes. Some 

production appears to have started in 1974 already, but these cars, together with the entire 1975 

production run, were all destined for the United States of America and Canada and were therefore left 

hand drive models. These cars are also pre-VIN (Vehicle Identification Number) editions and the 

prefixes of their commission numbers are ACL, ACW and ACH. Production of right hand drive 

models for the British home market and elsewhere commenced in 1976 and these cars carried the 

prefix of ACG in their commission numbers.  All Speke cars in the SA register are also ACG cars, 

while ACG4538, the oldest one in the SA register, belongs to Albert de Vos of Pretoria.  It is 

interesting to note that the majority of TR7s (64,5%) were produced at Speke and that this group is 

the least represented in the SA register. 

Production switched to Canley during 1978 and remained there up to 1980. Up to the end of 1979 all 

cars were identified by means of commission numbers.  Again, the majority of cars were equipped 

with LHD steering and carried the following commission number prefixes: TCG (rest of the world 



fixed-head); TCW (North American fixed-head); TCT (North American TR7 drop head). The first 

convertible TR7s (destined for North America) appeared in 1979 while the first convertibles with 

right hand drive for the British home market (all VIN units) were only released in the spring of 1980. 

However, during 1979 some right hand drive convertibles (non-British market) were built on the 

production line for North American units and they, interestingly, carried the American commission 

number prefix óTCTô.  The majority of the 11 Canley commission number cars in the SA register 

(RHD) listed above belong to this category.  

What an anomaly! 

In 1980 Vehicle Identification Numbers with an eight-character prefix (commencing with óTPô and 

followed by six other characters denoting inter alia the market the car is destined for, the type of 

body, type of engine, etc) replaced commission numbers on TR7 and TR8 units produced at Canley. 

The VIN of all Canley-built cars end with óATô while production finally appears to have ceased by 

August 1980. 

While production again switched, this time to Solihull where the Rover plant was located (remember, 

by this time Triumph-Rover formed one division within the British Leyland empire) early in 1980, 

production appears to have taken place at both the Canley and Solihull plants until production 

stopped at Canley in August.  The 400000 upward number range belongs to  

Solihull-built cars where Triumph sports car production finally ceased in October 1981. However, 

new cars were still sold from dealer floors during 1982. Whether you like it or not, the TR7 was the 

most successful TR model ever in terms of production and sales figures! 

TR7 and TR8 production ran concurrently, and in fact, TR8 production appears to have ended by 

May 1981 already. The first few Eights were manufactured at Speke as early as 1978 (all coupes) and 

the adoption of the 3.5 litre Rover V8 power plant resulted in the extra smaller bulge on the bonnet. 

All bonnets were standardised and that is why the TR7 also inherited the new look bonnet from 1978 

onwards. However, the bulk of TR8 production took place at Canley where VIN identifications were 

used. Interestingly, only one of the five TR8s in the SA register has a commission number, and that is 

the red car that belonged to Mike McCaul in Durban.  All TR8s listed locally are convertibles while 

three of the five are black and the remaining cars silver and red respectively. The silver Solihull car, 

belonging to Bruce Leslie in Pretoria, has the Californian specification Lucas fuel injection while the 

other cars are US 49-state carburettor editions.  

 Very few TR8s were built for the British home market and for that reason the vast majority were left 

hand drive cars destined for the North American market, both in fixed-head and convertible format. 

There is no certainty on the number of right hand drive TR8s built; some sources say 18 while other 

indicate 24. Some doubtful estimations are as high as 63. Many TR7s modified with V8 engines 

afterwards masquerade as TR8s but they are not the real McCoy and can at best be regarded as TR7-

V8s. When you see a óTR8ô advertised locally, first ask if it is left or right hand drive; that is usually 

the first good indicator if the car is genuine! 

Nols Pienaar 

TSCC Registrar 

 Thanks Nols but rest assured you were not the last, in fact you were almost the first. 

Eric 

 

 

 

 SPARES REPORT 
 

SPARES FUND REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2013.  

The most notable feature of the accounts (attached hereto) is that the annual turnover increased from 

R204 474,71 to R365 214,20. Part of the reason for this is due to inflation and the deterioration of the 

Rand against Sterling. However, there is no doubt that a major contributor has been that Club 

members are simply spending more on their cars. This, in turn, in my opinion, is that there is a 

greater appreciation for the value of the investment in question:  a superbly restored side screen TR 



can fetch up to R400 000,00 these days. In the course of the year 120 invoices were issued, up from 

105 for the previous year. This means that on average, 11 Club members imported parts every month 

(I take a break in December).  As in previous years there was a wide range in the size of orders 

placed. The lowest individual import was R16, 00 whilst the highest was R32 561,00. There were 6 

orders of more than R15 000,00. Also, as in previous years we had a few hiccoughs. On two 

occasions our import agency double charged us, but in both those cases they acknowledged their 

error and corrections were made. On one occasion our shipment was held back at customs for reasons 

never explained, and we had to sweat it out for a week or so. One order was so large that together 

with my personal import of parts (I am restoring a Porsche 911 of 1965 vintage) we ran the danger of 

exceeding my credit card limit. Some fancy footwork, and a rapid response from John Roets ï who 

holds the purse strings in the form of the Spares Fund cheque book- averted a potential disaster. You 

will note that both debtors and creditors at year-end are quite a bit higher than that of last year. The 

reason for this is that the September 2013 order was delayed, and invoices went out a bit later than 

usual. By the end of October 2013 both those numbers will be reduced to near zero. Importing Club 

members must be congratulated on their swift payment of amounts invoiced to them. In fact, in most 

cases substantial up-front payments are made. Clearly, Club members appreciate that the Spares Fund 

is not run as a business that can afford extended credit, but that it is run as a service for their benefit. I 

will be happy to answer any questions, and suggest that these be held over until the National 

Gathering at Port Edward in April/May 2014. 

René de Villiers                                                                                                                                                         

Spares Administrator                                                                                                                                             

Triumph Sports Car Club of SA                                                                                                                                       

21 October 2013. 

 

 

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA, SPARES FUND                                                                            

YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2013. (Unaudited) 

INCOME STATEMENT  

INCOME                                            30 Sept 2013                 30 Sept 2012. 

Invoices issued to Members                364 624,00                    204 474,71 

Interest received                                         590,20                            679,63 

Total                                                     365 214,20                    205 154,34 

EXPENDITURE 

Moss-Europe: parts and shipping         268 702,05                     153 567,65 

UPS: duties, VAT, delivery costs            69 607,73                       39 245,65 

Bank costs                                                   187,92                          1 164,68  

Telkom: ADSL rental, calls                        3 306,00                         3 394,00 

Computer, stationery, printer                     1 555,15                         1 175,67 

Total                                                        345 058,85                    198 547,65 

SURPLUS                                                 20 155,35                        6 606,69     

 

ACCUMULATED FUNDS STATEMENT      

Balance at beginning of the year              60 049,28                      53 442,59 

Plus surplus                                              20 155,35                        6 606,69 

Balance at end of the year                        80 204,63                      60 049,28 

Represented by: 

Cash at bank                                             68 211,78                     39 077,80 

Plus 30 day deposit                                   20 351,12                     20 351,12 

Plus debtors                                               26 678,50                      9 373,05 

Less creditors                                             35 036,82                      8 752,74 

Total                                                           80 204,63                    60 049,28                                                                                               

 

 



 

NATIONALS 2014 
 

BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING NOTICE.  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN OF THE 19TH BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA TO BE HELD AT 08:30 ON TUESDAY 

29TH APRIL 2014 IN THE CONFERENCE HALL, T.O. STRAND RESORT, LEISURE BAY, 

PORT EDWARD. 

 

AGENDA 

AGENDA OF THE 19TH BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE TRIUMPH SP ORTS 

CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA TO BE HELD AT  08:30  ON  TUESDAY 29TH APRIL 2014 

IN THE CONFERENCE HALL, T.O. STRAND RESORT, LEISURE BAY, PORT EDWARD  

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES/ATTENDANCE REGISTER 

2. MINUTES OF THE 18TH BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING HELD IN 

PLETTENBERG BAY ON 28TH APRIL 2012 (Published in Sabrina, June 

2012) 

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

4. CHAIRMANôS REPORT 

5. REGISTRARôS REPORT 

6. TREASURERôS REPORT  

7. EDITOR OF SABRINA: REPORT 

8. SPARES FUND :  REPORT AND SPARES FUND FINANCIAL 

STATEMENTS 

9. GRAHAM CHEETHAM FUND 

10. SAMCA REPORT 

11. AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE CLUB 

a. Correction to name of the Club  

b. Indemnities 

c. Composition of the National Committee 

d. Approval of expenditure 

12. AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SPARES 

FUND  

a.  Increase in amount of working capital 

13. GENERAL 

a. Club insurance scheme 

b. National Gathering 2016 

c. Any other matters 



14. ELECTION OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Chairman; 

Registrar; Treasurer; Editor; Spares Fund Administrator; SAMCA 

Representative. (The National President serves until 2016) 

15. CLOSURE 

Notes: 

1. Club members who cannot attend the meeting may appoint a proxy in 

writing. Such appointment should be given to the Chairman before the 

meeting. 

2.Nominations for the National Committee may be made to the Chairman.  
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Dave and 

Gwen 

Ware at the 

Nationals, they are visiting us from the UK and hail from the Derbyshire Dales section of the TR 

Register. 

 

When we all heard that Nationals had been booked for 

April 2014 last year, most of us thought. Hat is months 

away!    Well those months are passing very quickly and 

now only FIVE MONTHS  remain before we all meet 

up again for an exciting gathering. 

With 144 people and 78 cars having booked to date, end 

October; those who not yet booked must get themselves 

óinto gearô if they want to be part of the Event of the 

Year, and remember óif you snooze, you loseô! 

We are anxious to hear details of our Cape Town 

contingent participation. We are sympathetic regarding 

the Currie Cup misery and suffering. We really feel your 

pain. No. Really, we do. So please forgive us for 

winning so convincingly and join us in vast numbers and 

we can hold a post mortem on the game. 



East London members have no such excuse, so get the revs up, let the clutch out and make your 

bookings. 

Elsewhere in this issue we are including a photo of the original Sabrina. No bikini shots are available 

but you are likely to spot a look-alike or two around To Strand next year. 

 

 Events:   

April 26th Welcome Braai (Saturday)  

April 28th Show day and 40th Celebration (Monday) 

April 29th BI Annual Meeting   (Tuesday) 

                   Car Trials 

30th Prize Giving Dinner (Wednesday) 

 

   

Please send your Registration Form to Andy le Roux immediately. 
From the Nationals Committee 2014 

KZN Nationals Committee. 

 

REGIONAL REPORTS 

 
Bloemfontein 
 

We have nothing to report from Bloemfontein, except to wish all fellow Triumph members and their 

families a wonderful festive season.  Looking forward to seeing you at Nationals next year... 

 

Regards, 

Alan 

 

Border 

Well the year has certainly flown by for myself and probably many others 
reading this; it only seemed like a few months back that I pitched up late for 
the November 2012 AGM only to find that I had been duly elected in as the 
new Chairman... I seem to remember threatening my day in court... but that is 
unlikely to happen given the current state of our legal system... ;-)Anyway 
November 6th was our 2013 AGM so we had much to discuss to keep our 
bubbling club alive and kicking. The evening kicked off with a hearty meal of 
Fish n Chips arranged by Gav & Nan Turner from our local Nahoon eatery. 
Objectives for the year had been to try and establish a regular 3rd Sunday of 
the month outing to run the cars that was mostly a success, weather 
permitting. Another objective had been to foster closer relations with our fellow 
MG club enthusiasts with some joint events, the last (in September) being a 
timed run around a tight section of the East London Grand Prix circuit. I am 
pleased to say that the Triumphs romped home with a resounding victory, 
which was partly due to the fact that no actual MGs pitched for the run... 
instead we had Don Henderson (MG Club Chairman) turn up in his AC 
Cobra, but Gavin Turner swiftly saw him off with his Maserati Grand Sport. 



 I made a valiant attempt in my 
Triumph TR7 (V8) coming in with 
some respectable times, however 
we were all well and truly trounced 
by Ted Burden in his souped-up 
Mini Cooper S, who was able to 
throw his car around the tight turns 
typically reserved for karting 
enthusiasts.  The morning then 
concluded with a leisurely drive to 
the Highgate Hotel for lunch, until 
yours truly had some @#$%^&!! in 
a Nissan Tilda cut in front of him 
turning into a side street...  see pic 
(Ouch!!). So I am now Triumphless 
for the Nationals and on the look out 
for a 1980/1 TR7 shell if anyone knows of one... let me 
know philmorris1@gmail.com 
Does this explain the recent increase in Insurance fees? 
Ed 
Club finances under the stewardship of John Williams (Border Treasurer) have 
come in with a healthy surplus this year, with this being able to part fund our 
November 23rd run to Port Alfred for an overnight stay at the Halyards Hotel & 
Spa. We will be meeting up with some fellow Triumphants from P.E so it 
should have been a good run all round by the time you get to read this. 
For the Nationals next year we are still getting our act together and plan to give 
a good showing to support our KZN brethren neighbours who are hosting the 
event.... however, as we all know the best laid plans are always made early... I 
guess weôll never learn and end up sleeping on the beach. ; -As far as our 
2014 committee stands, both Louis Greef and John Williams have stepped 
down as Mr Events and Mr Treasurer, so a hearty thanks to both for their 
support during my tenure and for their long standing support of the Border 
Triumph Club. I am remaining as Chairman and am pleased to welcome Geoff 
Kriel and Gav Turner back onto the committee.... This should prove an eventful 
year with those two old faithfulôs stirring things up... 
So as we close I did a quick inventory check on the Triumphôs we have in the 
Border Club as follows: 

Geoff Kriel          TR5 

Roger Kriel         TR3 

John Williams     TR7 

Stuart Turner     TR6 

mailto:philmorris1@gmail.com


Louis Greef         TR2, TR3a, Triumph Spitfire Mk4 

Jeanette Uys     TR7, TR7 (V8) 

Hans van Eck      Triumph 2000 Mk2,  

Philip Rothbart    Triumph Toledo 

Phil Morris          TR7 (V8) ï aka TR3.5 as there is only half of it left. 

Gavin Turner      TR Maserati Grand Sport (V8) 

 Cars in restoration: 

 Hans van Eck      Triumph Vitesse, TR2, Herald Coupe 

Louis Greef         TR2, TR3a, Spitfire Mk3 

 Maybe we are not so small after all... 
Until next time, wishing you all a festive and blessed Christmas.... may you all 
continue to live long and prosper....!!..  

Phil Morris.  

 

Cape Town 

 

Winter here in the Cape seems to have gone on forever, it was the second wettest August in history 

and September didnôt seem too different! In between the rain the club has managed to get some 

reasonable runs in and has been well represented. 

A dry weekend in August saw plenty of cars do a run in the Peninsula organised by Peter Inskip. 

Lunch was taken at Dixieôs in Glencairn and all those present seemed to have a really good time. At 

the end of the month Frank and Sonja organised a great German evening at the clubhouse in aid of 

the National gathering fund. The food was really great and when Frank cranked up the volume of the 

music everyone seemed to have a great time dancing 

Septemberôs run should have been the trip to the Hermanus Whales and Wheels show but rain really 

did put paid to this run. The organisers found a relatively dry spot in the Primary school grounds and 

over 150 cars managed to cram into a pretty tiny area including a solitary TR4 who only had to make 

5km in the rain and then represented the club in the drive round town which was actually sort of fun 

and seemed to cheer the spectators up a bit! 

The rain eventually decided to relent in October so all of a sudden there were lots of runs. Dennis 

Cook organised a lovely run initially to the Wijnland Auto museum run by les Boshoff and his wife. 

The main business of the museum is to hire out cars to film companies and there are many wrecks 

just rusting away until they are needed in a film and then they are given a lick of paint and act their 

part. There are quite a few cars in working order that are kept undercover but many found the overall 

atmosphere very depressing. Dennis had organised a lunch at a wine estate in the Paarl area and 

everyoneôs spirits were raised by the convivial atmosphere and a glass or two of good wine. Peter 

Inskip made a serious bid for the ñdipstick of the yearò trophy by arriving at the wrong venue and 

arriving very late at the right one! 

The next weekend saw the 6 club car rally organised by the MG club. They cribbed our British Sports 

Car tour label but organised a good run from the N1 Engen to the Elgin Country Club where we have 



had quite a few events in the past. It seems the caterer has changed and everyone had a really good 

meal with lots of chin wagging before making his or her way back down the pass in pouring rain. The 

Crawleyôs won the award for the most right answers in the quiz and Cheryl Mason scooped the 

sweepstake prize, which was a suitable cape alcoholic beverage! 

The following weekend Ronan Sanderson organised a trip to Peter Lindenbergôs workshop out in the 

Malmesbury area.  

Peter had lots of cars for everyone to see as he is doing a lot of preparation work for cars both in the 

Cape Town area and nationally. It seems he was just in time as the shop closed shortly after that and 

many of the cars taken away by their owners. Lunch was a fairly ad hoc affair in the Bistro at 

Philadelphia so this area is seeing good exposure to brand Triumph recently! The end of month 

noggin was a talk by Jamie Hart on his TR4 rebuild from the wreck that arrived from Simonstown to 

the lovely rebuild in pale blue that is on the road. Jamie explained that he was not going for an 

original car but one with ñsensibleò modifications to suit todayôs very different road conditions. 

The beginning of November saw good club representation at the Cape Classic Car show organised at 

the Parow sports grounds by the Cape Multi Motor club, of which we are a very long standing 

member. Ronan Sanderson had done most of the organisation and had got 20 cars including Gert 

Vlokôs Roadster and 2 Stags, a most impressive display. Eddie Hughes had brought along the regalia 

stand and did good business whilst many members sheltered under the club gazebo to escape from 

the sweltering sun! There may be werenôt as many cars as usual but it was great to see so many 

classics and have a good natter with friends from different clubs. 

The end of the month sees the club Concours event at the Parow clubhouse with the AGM following 

directly afterwards. If anyone has any energy left there will be a bring and braai to round off 

proceeding.  

The first event of the New Year will be the Timour Hall show on Sunday 19th January that is always 

a well organised event with the Crankhandle Club in aid of the Police benevolent fund. 

 

JOHANNESBURG 
 

No report received. 

 

KZN 
 

Highlights of the recent months were a run to a real óMan Caveô in Pietermaritzburg during 

September and Show day in October. Excitement is building for our end of year function that will  be 

a dinner Dance at the German Club on 16th November. 

Nationals 2014 is a dominant factor (aside from winning Rugby trophies) in KZN at present. Many 

hamsters are spinning many little wheels!                        

  One Manôs dream fulfils another Manôs Bucket List!  

All men dream of a óMan Caveô. Ideally this would be a haven with their Big Boys Toys on display, 

a large screen TV, comfortable seating and just maybe, a pub. 

Well, such places do exist and the Triumph run on Sunday, 15th September discovered one of these 

treasures.  

At the recent Scottburgh Car show I got talking to the owner of a delectable D Type Jaguar replica. 

He was Keith de Klerk, who then invited me to organise a Club run to his establishment and Car 

collection near Hayfields in Pietermaritzburg. 

7 real Triumphs, a Triumph MX5, a Triumph Crossfire and a Triumph Prado wound their way up 

Polly Shorts towards Mkondeni and found the venue via the scenic route and Hayfields landfill.  



Set out in open farmland, a few kilometres from the Historic Roy Hesketh racetrack we finally 

arrived at Keithôs establishment. After entering the upstairs, air-conditioned pub, we gazed down in 

admiration at the splendid collection of Jaguars, motorcycles, Porsche Speedster, Chev Can-Am and 

Alfa Romeo racing saloons. Every car 

is immaculate.    Nestled in the middle 

was a very original Triumph Chicane. 

It is for sale.  

 

 

Also on view were an eclectic 

collection of car memorabilia, old 

sewing machines and a comprehensive 

model collection. Of course, car related 

books and magazines of every 

description. 

To get to the title of this report. Keith 

has been gathering his Jaguars for the 

past 15 years and being semi-retired he 

has converted his factory into this 

marvellous facility. His dream. 

My iconic sports car has always been the D Type Jaguar and its racing history is well known. Suffice 

to say in the mid 1950ôs these cars were driven from England to the Le Mans 24-hour race in France, 

which they won more than once. In 1957 Stirling Moss achieved 187mph (299kmh) down the 

Mulsanne straight. Keith let me try out the cockpit and I could hardly fit in. Mike Hawthorn and 

company must have been rather 

small .How they managed to 

race the car for hours and hours 

is beyond comprehension.  

Anyway, I achieved a lifelong 

ambition to sit in such a car 

(Keithôs is a faithful 

reproduction) and I felt truly 

awed by the experience. Tick 

that off my bucket list. 

A delicious 3 course lunch was 

served by the family team and 

Margaret (Keithôs charming 

wife) had a chance to chat to us 

as well.   

Many requests to ódo this 

againô came my way. 

Thanks to those who attended, particularly Alan and Louise from the South Coast. Even getting lost 

was handled with good humour. 

  Travels of the Green Lantern. 

The Green Lantern Inn is situated in the village of Van Reenen, at the summit of Van Reenenôs Pass. 

The establishment has been a haven for travellers over the past 150 years and around 40 years ago it 

provided the venue for a historic meeting. Graham Cheetham from Durban and a group of Triumph 

enthusiasts from the Transvaal met there and formed the basis of our present day club. Rumour had it 

that there was now Triumph memorabilia in the pub area. 

Fast forward to Nationals 2012 held in Plettenburg Bay. At the culmination of the event a 

commemorative green lantern (paraffin powered) was presented to the KZN section to represent an 

Olympic Torch equivalent. This will be passed on at the end of the 2014 celebrations to the centre 

responsible for the 2016 National Gathering. 



 

 

Rosemary and I were planning a trans-South Africa trip in August and someone gave us a pamphlet 

from the Green Lantern Inn offering Bed and Breakfast for R500 per night and in a double room. We 

duly booked and spent a delightful time there over the evening of 7th August.  

The Pub area is covered in sporting memorabilia. Comrades Marathon/ Duzi Canoe Marathon/ Bike 

races and rallies/rugby and soccer matches and every other sport are represented. The pub is called 

'Halfway Noggin'! Say no more.  

 

 

Resplendent on the Triumph 

wall is a picture of TR3 number 

56 belonging to Ellen and Bill 

Flynn who had called there a 

couple of days before.  

I donated a laminated 

photograph of a Spitfire with 

the Stig at the wheel! The 

friendly managers promised to include it in our 

section. We also took a couple of pictures with 

the Esprit de Corp lantern in the foreground.  

We really enjoyed the snug atmosphere and 

fireplace in the pub area and the food was 

delicious. The rooms are comfortable and it is a 

worthwhile stopover. 

Perhaps that historic meeting can be re-enacted 

sometime? 

Keep the revs up! 

Darryl and Rosemary Hurter. 

 

KZN SHOW DAY, SUNDAY 20TH 

OCTOBER. 

Well done KZN members, what a brilliant 

turnout, 20 cars and 40 members including six from the South Coast who had to make an early start 

to join us at 9.0 am, much appreciated.   We were also able to welcome four of our new members 

Cathy and Rob Lilburn with their recently bought Chicane and Cecilia and John Reyneke with their 

TR7.   John and Cecilia were members in Johannesburg before John was transferred to Illovo Beach, 

South Coast. 

Ed Cox hosted the day with his partner Sandy at his house in Kloof where we were greeted with tea, 

coffee and muffins, which went down well!  

There was space to park all the cars and for four gazebos to be erected, just in case!  The forecast had 

said rain at 5.0 pm; it was out by an 

hour so a few of us got a little wet on 

our drive home.  

Our Chairman, Dave Blair, had his 

work cut out assessing so many cars, 

hardly time for the odd sip of his 

favourite beverage.  The men gathered 

round the cars, one would think they 



had never seen a Triumph before, while the females sat and chatted, admiring the view over the 

Gorge.  We were also treated to a very impressive aerial display when the flying ants came pouring 

out of the ground and within minutes, a variety of birds, particularly, a dozen or so Hornbills that 

dived and swooped continuously overhead catching the ants in mid- flight. 

With all the ladies bringing a delicious array of salads our braai at lunchtime was enjoyed by 

everyone. 

Val Bowden 

 

PORT ELIZABETH  
 

Hi all you Triumphants! 

The weather is improving and the Triumphs are coming out of hibernation! 

We have had three memorable events since this centre last reported in Sabrina. 

The first one was our annual Concours, (which was held at the German Club in Lorraine). 

Deon de Kock very ably organized this, (supported by Amelia), and was a dôElegance Concours only 

ï (which suited our members). We had eight cars entered although they were supported by a number 

of ñonly for showò Triumphs and other makes. 

Heinz Koncki and his wife Paula came all the way from George to participate in his TR2 Jabbeke 

Special, which was admired by all.  

One of the members who ñshowedò his car was John Ryan, (the very special Dolomite Sprint). 

Roger Sutton brought a non Triumph car for ñshowò, (a beautiful Jensen Interceptor).  

Unfortunately, due to the bad weather, Carl Butlion, who had prepared his TR6 LHD for the event, 

decided to keep it safely garaged at home.  

 

Concours participants were Beyers - TR3A, Milé ï Spitfire Mk IV, Deon ï Spitfire Mk1, Michael 

Koch ï TR6, Stefan Koch ï Spitfire Mk3 and Godfrey ï TR7.  

After the event the evening was spent in the Lapa where some of the members 
braaied while others elected to order from the German Club menu. 
Three cars received gold medals, Beyers Vermaakôs TR3A, Heinz Konckiôs 
TR2 Jabbeke    
 Special, and Deon de Kockôs Triumph Spitfire 4 Mk I. 
 The silvers went to Stefan Koch (the Triumph  Spitfire Mk3), Nic Bornman, 
(the  
 Triumph Spitfire Mk IV), and Milé Vermaak, (also a Triumph Spitfire Mk IV) 
A bronze went to Godfrey Gericke, the blue Triumph TR7) 
Beyers congratulated all the winners. 
Too soon it was time to go home. 
Our next event was the Jeffreyôs Bay Builders Express Classic Car Show, on 
08 September, (organized by our stalwart member, Johan Marais, and 
chairman of the Jeffreyôs Braai Kassieke Kar Klub), from the Triumph side and 
by Gavin Slater of Builders Express), and now an annual event. 
Again the weather was not kind but, as Beyers remarked, not as cold as the 
previous year! 
This event is being very well supported by various other clubs, (such as the 
Jeffreyôs Baai Kassieke Kar Klub, the E P Veteran Car Club, the E P Street 
Rod Club and the MG Car Club). 
Carl Butlionôs brother, Mike, (a P E Triumph Sports Car Club member), brought 
Carlôs Triumph TR6 left hand drive with Carl and his wife, Barbara, following in 
his Triumph Spitfire 1500. 



Another Triumph Club member, (Johnny Viljoen), had his newly acquired 
Triumph Herald displayed inside Builders Express.  
Our trusty chairman came in his immaculate TR3A, with his wife, Milé in her 
Triumph Spitfire MkIV. Many of our other Triumph members made an 
appearance in their Triumphs. 
The prizes by Builderôs Express were even bigger and better than last year. 
As somebody from our club remarked, this event is here to stay and will just 
get bigger each year. 
After the show most of us went to Johan & Santaôs home for a ñbring and 
braaiò and Santaôs tipsy tart!ò  
This event was then followed by an ñold faithfulò of ours, (The Travelling 
Supper), on 20 October 2013. Usually the wives/partners of the members do 
the cooking but this year Beyers decreed that the men would do this. 
I was not at the event, (with a bad case of flu I did not want to pass on), and 
have to rely on Beyerôs report in our local newsletter. 
This is briefly what went down: 
The event started with Sherry and Chilli bites at Rob Elliotôs home in Seaview 
at around 12h30.  
 
The ñtravellersò then departed for Beyerôs house for the main meal which he 
had cooked in a potjie, (oxtail and curried lamb). 
The food was delicious and everybody, including the ladies, had no less than 
three helpings!!  
There was a lot of karretjie talk and lekker socialising before all departed to the 
house of Godfrey and Jackie Gericke for Jackieôs desserts and coffee. 
Again the weather was not great but everybody enjoyed this event. 
The only other thing I can report is that my wife, Janet, and my son David, 
(designer and organiser), have had Triumph Club Jackets made and I will 
report on how they turned out. 
In the near future we will be supporting the Nelson Mandela Bay Motor Fair 
(which takes place on 07 December 2013). This should be an event similar to 
the Old Car George Show and should prove very popular. 
Well thatôs it for now. 
Have fun in your Triumph! 
 
Jon Rademan 
 

pretoria 

 

At our AGM held in October, the clubôs steering wheel was handed to me quite unexpectedly after 

Bill Flynn was not available to be re-elected to the chair. Being unprepared for the job and my mind 

still enjoying the carefree life of an ordinary member without club responsibilities or duties, I nearly 

forgot about the Pretoria report for the December issue of Sabrina. Thanks Eric, for reminding me in 

time. 

I wish to thank Bill Flynn for his efforts and dedication in the chair during the past year.  He 

organised excellent club events and kept the Pretoria Triumph flag high at many events ranging from 

the Vaal River, Scottburgh, Joôburg, Pretoria Old Motor Club, the Studebaker Club, and you name it! 



I really wished that he could have stayed on because he is a great club ambassador. However, I am 

delighted that he will be taking charge of events in the new club year.  

I am also very happy that Helen remains our newsletter editor, that Engela will continue as secretary 

and treasurer, and that Bill Sales will still take care of our club regalia. Welcome aboard to Colin 

Richter as our new Webmaster. A big thank you goes to Marius Labuschagne who will be stepping 

down as our scorekeeper.  Albert de Vos (Sidescreens), Terry Murphy (Amasevens), and Nols 

Pienaar (Michelottis), will continue as house captains while Mike Bilson fortunately agreed to take 

over the helm for our Spitfire and GT6 group. 

Looking back at some of our activities I am proud to report that we had more than 20 Triumphs on 

display at the annual Pretoria Old Motor Clubôs Cars in the Park at Zwartkop raceway early in 

August. A little later that month we also participated in the biennial combined Joôburg-Pretoria 

Concours hosted by our compatriots south of the Jukskei this year. Only about 20 cars in total were 

on display and each centre entered eight cars in the Concours. The Pretoria team did us proud with 

the following members taking medals home: Mike Bilson, Terry Murphy, Eric Fletcher, Andre 

Greyling, Nols Pienaar  (gold), in addition to Bram Janssen and Bill Sales (silver). 

Towards the end of September our monthly club run took us to the outskirts of the Hartbeespoort 

Dam in order to try out the refurbished aerial cableway up the mountain. After a serious accident a 

couple of years ago the cableway was closed down but since extensive revamping and improvements 

last year, the cable cars are operational again. Since we were joined by our fellow Joôburg members 

there was a good turnout at a most enjoyable outing since the views from the top are really breath 

taking and the restaurants on site serve good cuisine.   

We also saw a good turnout of members in their Triumphs at the annual CANSA relay at Denelôs 

sport fields during the first Saturday in October. I am sure it was a great treat for the cancer survivor 

kids to be taken around the field in shiny classic Triumph sports cars. The main event scheduled for 

October, the annual Jacaranda Run hosted by the MG Car Club, unfortunately had to be cancelled 

due to heavy rain. 

The year-end Christmas dinner and annual awards event is scheduled for Sunday, 1st December, and 

according to custom this will be a joint event with our Johannesburg Triumph friends. This year we 

plan to patronise a restaurant of good repute at the Rietvlei Dam before our club activities wind down 

for the festive season. 

It is a great pleasure to welcome our new member, Bill Birkenbach, who joined during October. Bill 

owns a GT6 Mk1 that is currently being restored. While Billôs permanent home is in Centurion he is 

currently doing contract work in Saudi Arabia. 

I am very happy to report that a fair number of our members have registered and booked for the 

TSCC national gathering scheduled for the end of April next year. I would however really like to see 

more participants because the nationals are something no club member should ever miss. 

Cheers vir eers! 

Nols 

 

A visit to Goodwood. September 2013. 

 

Four of us, Rob, Norman, Martin and I spent ten days in England to attend the two-day autojumble at 

Beaulieu near Southampton and the three-day event at the Goodwood race track near Portsmouth on 

successive weekends. 

 

The Goodwood Revival festival is an annual event featuring many races for cars ranging from small 

single-seaters to classic saloon cars and sports cars. So one race might feature Coopers and Frazer 

Nashes followed by Healeys, TRs etc. followed by Galaxies and Lotus Cortinas. 

Itôs impossible to adequately describe the tremendous atmosphere and ambiance of the place. 

The first thing we noticed was the total order of the arriving traffic ï no queue-jumping, no 

impatience, just an urge to get the cars parked in the enormous fields set out for this purpose. 



The crowds were huge but again there was no jostling, everyone seemed to be grinning and moving 

with purpose to their chosen attraction. 

The organisers insist that visitors wear apparel suited to the 60ôs era so there were people in forces 

uniforms, ladies wearing fancy hats and nylons with seams! We had acquired white mechanicsô 

overalls and looked very smart. Triumph badges had 

been sewn on so we truly flew the appropriate flag! 

Friday was spent exploring the many sales stalls and 

found much to hold our interest and curiosity despite 

the rain in the afternoon. 

Saturday was spent in the main grandstand where we 

had a splendid view of the cars at Woodcote corner. 

The weather 

was decidedly 

chilly so 

inbetween 

races we 

strolled into the paddock area to look at all the 

cars taking part in the racing. We could even 

get quite close to the historic aircraft on 

display ï the Spitfire, Mustang and Junkers JU52. 

For Dadôs Army fans there was a home guard display area and the likeness of Captain Mainwaring, 

Corporal Jones and Private Frazer was spot on. Even the Marigold Tearoom was selling cups of tea! 

Also in the paddock was a marquee where Aston Martins through the ages were on display. This was 

a good place to be to admire all the cars and also to escape the chill outside. 

 

On the Sunday we walked round the entire 

track ï took all day because we stayed in the 

Lavant grandstand and other good vantage 

points for long periods until the rain came 

down when we sheltered in a beer tent. 

An odd but most pleasing sight was a working 

steam traction engine driving a threshing 

machine in the centre of the track layout. They 

had to curtail their work however when    the 

rain came down and it took some little while 

to get the huge tarpaulin over all their 

machinery. 

This was a fantastic experience and comes 

highly recommended to all. Itôs not cheap and the sun doesnôt shine all the time but who cares? I 

certainly donôt. 

 

 

John Crowther 

 

Get ready for Concours  



ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ enter the concourse 
 

1.CONCOURS dôEtat and CONCOURS dôELEGANCE: THE PERENNIAL DEBATE  

We are gearing up for the Nationals in April 2014 and already the familiar old rumblings on 

Concours and Concours judging are being heard. In some centres Concours events are quietly 

shelved and passed by. The usual suspects are trotted out:  

There are no universal standards because some cars were assembled in England, some were 

assembled locally, and others were imported from the USA. The distinction between originality and 

authenticity is artificial.  Cars should not be penalised if they have been made more comfortable 

and/or more reliable.  Judges do not have sufficient knowledge of (all) the models they are being 

asked to judge, and therefore the standards should be adjusted downwards. To all of this I say: 

Taurean Faeces.  Put briefly, a Concours dôEtat car is judged on how close it is to the car on the 

showroom floor when it was new.  No judge will penalise you if you have documentary proof (eg 

brochures or whatever) to back up what you say is original, be it a local, UK or USA car. No one 

expects you to have the original battery from 50 years ago, but the owner who has gone to the effort 

of having a battery made to resemble the original item must get more marks for authenticity than the 

owner who bought his battery at the local filling station.  

If you think your TR3 will be a more comfortable ride with telescopic shocks at the back and with 

rack and pinion steering, or if you think it is better to have a Mazda engine in your Spitfire because it 

is more reliable than a troublesome 1300cc Spit engine, that is your choice. Run along and arrange 

your own competition for Spitfires with Mazda engines and airbags and for TR3ôs with power 

steering etc etc, and good luck to you.  But know that in a real Concours your car will be marked 

down. Making it easier for judges is akin to the dumbing-down of standards we have witnessed with 

outcomes based education. The solution lies with educating the Concours judges. In my opinion only 

people who have personally restored a car from the chassis up should be allowed to be a top line 

Concours judge. 

Allow me relate an incident to you which concerns two of the most eminent Concours restorers the 

Triumph Club has produced in its long history of world-class restorers. Ahead of the first National 

Gathering held at Maselspoort, Bloemfontein, in 1978 we all knew it was going to be a close call 

between Dr Roux van der Merwe from Port Elizabeth and Campbell Miller from Johannesburg as to 

who would take the top honours. Campbell, with his more than immaculate white TR4 had won just 

about every prize that was on offer north of the Orange River. Roux with his stunning BRG TR2, on 

the other hand, had palmed in every medal and trophy in the Cape.  In the event, Campbell won by a 

whisker.  And it is pertinent to note that with the competition so tight, the cars were judged a second 

time. Campbell won out in the end because Rouxôs TR2 had a TR3 back axle ï which is much more 

dependable than the somewhat troublesome TR2 back axle. But it was not the correct axle for the car, 

so he lost marks. Back at home, Campbell told me that he and Roux had arranged a swop: Campbell 

had a 15 inch Michelin tyre which Roux wanted, and Roux had a domed  ñglobeò hubcap badge 

which Campbell wanted. At the time I was employed at Safair Freighters that operated a fleet of 

Lockheed Hercules aircraft. One of our regular flights was an early morning (5 oôclock) weekly mail 

run between Jan Smuts and Port Elizabeth. Could I prevail on the captain of the flight to take the tyre 

to PE and bring back the badge? No problem. In fact in those early, far off innocent days, Roux was 

actually able to drive his TR2 right up to the Herky Bird (some of you guys will remember these 

aircraft as ñFlossiesò) where it was sitting on the airport apron and chat to the captain. When 

Campbell gave me the Michelin I could hardly believe what I was looking at. He had wrapped it 

round and around in white 50mm wide tape.  It looked like those illustrations of bandaged legs and 

arms I used to see in my motherôs first aid books. Every turn of the pristine white tape overlapped the 

previous layer by exactly 10mm and so it went. It was, in short, a work of art. Knowing of the intense 

rivalry between these two guys I thought to myself that this was really going to rub it in, to show 

Roux who was really the better man. I was wrong. When the badge arrived Roux had packed it 

Styrofoam. But not any old Styrofoam. He had taken two blocks of approx 180mm x 75mm and in 

one of these he had carved a concave depression exactly the size and depth of the domed badge.  



The other block had been carved so that it had a convex protrusion exactly the size of the badge. The 

domed badge was thus ensconced in a custom made receptacle, sandwiched between two layers of 

pristine white Styrofoam, held together with tape. In short it, too, was a work of art. Now, this 

happened without any communication between these guys. To me it was remarkable. To them it was 

business as usual. 

To complete a successful, bare-metal, micro-strip restoration of a car you need to budget for time, 

money and space. In the case of a side screen TR that is complete and in running condition it will 

take you between 1000 and 1200 hours. This excludes the time you will spend sourcing suppliers and 

parts and the hours you will spend on poring over contemporary brochures and publications.  It will 

cost you about R100 000,00 in parts, materials, sand/bead blasting, upholstery, spray painting and 

various repairs. If extensive bodywork is required this amount will be higher.  And you will need a 

well-equipped double garage, because when you strip down a car it grows to double its size.  These 

three aspects can be seen as the quantitative side of the restoration - the things that money can buy. If 

you are doing it yourself, more than mere money is involved. There are, additionally, some 

qualitative requirements.  You need the will, the perseverance and discipline to see the project 

through to its conclusion. But above all there must be an affinity between man and machine. These 

attributes are not granted or allotted to everyone.  But they have been granted to the select few. I 

would dearly love to mention some names here but may offend if I leave out some.  But I will say 

this: look at the gold medal winners around you and you will know who I am talking about. If it has 

not been granted to you I say, envy them and aspire to those standards (I know I do).  Do not, by 

subtle inaction, or by a wink and a nod or with ungrounded negativism undermine the concourse 

movement. Just remember that it is the concourse car that sets the standards for market values that 

trickle down to benefit owners of all cars in all conditions. 

René de Villiers                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                             

2 The Perils of dôEtat Judging  

 

It has often been stated in Sabrinaôs pages that  many of our Triumphs having been CKD, imported 

from other countries etc. etc. are indeed mongrels and therefor one cannot rely on UK specs. 

At the recent Johannesburg/Pretoria Concours, Bill Sales and I were dôEtat Judges and here is where 

we issue a caveat to all dôEtat Judges. If there are no detailed specifications what is correct and what 

is incorrect?  

We had both witnessed, at past Concours, arguments between irate owners and irate judges because 

the judges had reduced marks for non-original items. 

What to do to prevent this? 

Bill and I decided to take along Bill Piggottôsôñ Collectors Originality Guide ï TRIUMPH TR2, TR3, 

TR4, TR5, TR6, TR7, TR8ò and being so armed felt that we were quite safe. Whenever we had any 

doubt we referred to this ñBibleò and where we felt that the car being judged erred we deducted 

marks and in the comments referred to the page in Bill Piggottôs book.  

Great we thought until the score sheets were handed out and we were faced by an irate 7 owner 

proclaiming that he was right and Bill Piggott was wrong. We showed the book and where Bill 

Piggott maintained that a certain item only appeared on Solihull cars and our ownerôs car is a Canley 

one. 

A week later our owner confronted us at our noggin with original Triumph coloured sales brochures 

clearly showing and indeed stating that Canley cars had the contentious items and proving that Bill 

Piggott was wrong. 

On rechecking Bill Piggottôs book I find one page that states that the item was fitted to Solihull cars 

and on another page, in fact several pages away and in a different section he states that the item was 

fitted to Solihull cars and some late Canley cars. While we would recommend that all dôEtat Judges 

have this book as reference beware of the fact that  

Bill Piggottôs references are in some cases unclear and can be misleading and thus having found 

something it should not always be taken as gospel. 



Finally shouldnôt all dôEtat entrants produce a Heritage Certificate and all their supporting literature? 

 

Incidentally the 2013 TR Register had the following classes;  

Standard Class 

Non Standard Class 

Masters Class 

Pride of Ownership   

     

Eri c Fletcher 

                                                                                                                                                  

 
Sabrina in the future ? 

 

In the September issue of Sabrina the National Chairman has requested the 
members to let him have their thoughts on whether Sabrina should remain in 
the current hard copy format or be published in an electronic format.  Gerhard 
has raised this issue at several past national gatherings without any decision 
being reached on the matter. Eric as editor, has also expressed his thoughts in 
past issues of Sabrina. 
 
On the invitation of the national chairman; please permit me to express mine. 
Since many of our members are now pensioners, the issue of cost of 
membership is repeatedly raised in discussions. We all know that the bulk of 
the cost of membership is for the printing and distribution of Sabrina.  
If these could be streamlined there could be a significant reduction in the cost 
of membership. 
The objection to electronic distribution citing enormous files sizes making 
electronic distribution of Sabrina impractical is a spurious one as, once it is 
decided to publish the magazine electronically,  the need falls away for it to be 
distributed to members. All that needs to be done is for it to be published on a 
website in PDF form so that members can read it at their leisure, download it 
into a Kindle, or print all or part of it as they may require. Ideally the magazine 
should be available for reading on the Club national website.  
Publishing the magazine electronically has the further significant advantage 
over the current hard copy format in that members will be able to search, 
archive and find articles and information in minutes rather than having to wade 
through the piles of paper stored in the back of most of our garages to try and 
find something to which to refer in a past issue. There is a further advantage in 
that the website will soon gain in authority on the web and make our club more 
visible because of the new content periodically published and we all know that 
Google loves content. Think too what possibilities for advertising that could 
open. Please take a look at the Moss USA motoring magazine as a good 
example of what can be done with our Magazine :  
http://www.mossmotoring.com/summer-2013/  
At past national gatherings the matter of some members not having access to 
the Internet has been raised as an objection. It is my belief that the minority 

http://www.mossmotoring.com/summer-2013/


should not dictate the format for the majority; it is scarcely credible in these 
times that anyone has no access to the Internet but, if there are, they can get 
one of their grandchildren to download and print the mag for them. 
Alternatively let such members pay for the printing and postage of their copy.  
There is no doubt in the mind of many Club members that the time has come 
to change the format to an electronic one, although some may not be as 
outspoken on the matter in a public forum. The only advantage in keeping to 
the hard copy format is to benefit those who may not be computer literate. 
There are no other disadvantages and there is much to be gained. I would 
therefore propose that this should be placed on the agenda for the national 
gathering with a view to taking a final decision on the matter. 
Please allow me a further suggestion as far as the content goes, if it should be 
decided to publish Sabrina electronically. Currently about 1/3 of the content 
comprises reports from the centres. Some poor scribe has to extract concise 
information which has already been published in their centre newsletter and 
send it to the editor for publishing nationally.  Some centres go to the extent of 
publishing interesting articles which reach only their members.  I am sure that 
everyone skips over at least a part of this content.  
 
If the centre newsletters , which contain much more information, articles and 
pictures could also be published on the national website it would overcome 
unnecessary work for the scribes and Sabrina editor while enabling all 
members to be kept up to date with what is happening elsewhere in the 
country. 
 
Kind Regards 
Dennis Cook 
 

Talk on kermit ς a frog becoming a prince 
 

Arriving at a Triumph Club meeting in a 1957 

MGA is deemed to be infra dig, or, given the 

chirps from club members, in for a dig. So I 

thought that to appease all I should offer some 

proof that I do indeed own a Triumph. 

When I travelled Europe on my thumb in 

1984 I saw many a two-seater British sports 

car on the road and I decided there and then 

that I wanted to buy a red sports car when I 

returned. 

When back in South Africa in 1985 I achieved half 

my goal, in that I bought a 1964 Triumph Spitfire4 

(MkI), not red but óBritish racing greenô, which 

was promptly and aptly named Kermit. 



This was my daily run-around and a few years later when Kermit was involved in an accident I 

decided, with the ignorance of youth, to achieve the second half of my goal and sprayed the car Opel 

Kadett red. I now had the red two-seater sports car I had always dreamed of! 

Moving forward a number of years and marriage and two children later, Kermit got parked, (not 

much space for a family of four in a two-seater), and eventually sat un-driven in the garage for some 

fifteen years. 

 

My son, Brandon, as a tiny tot dressed in a 

baby grow, used to sit in ñMy Kermitò as 

he called the car, at every opportunity and 

ódriveô, going ñBrrrm, Brrrrrm, Brrrmmò. 

When Brandon returned home from 43 Air 

School in Port Alfred in April last year he 

decided to unearth Kermit from the garage 

and get it back on the road again.  

Little did I not realise, and nor did he, that 

it would result in a complete body-off 

restoration and refurbishment of each and 

every part, nut bolt and washer. When my 

wife, Morag, and I returned from a weekend away in the Eastern Cape where, coincidentally, we had 

stopped in Plettenberg Bay to view the stunning 

Triumphôs at the 2012 Nationals, we found Brandon 

sitting on the driveway cleaning Kermitôs engine in a 

metal basin. The restoration had begun! 

Brandon has had no mechanical training 

whatsoever and knew next to nothing 

about engines or vehicle restorations prior 

to the start of this project. He has picked 

up so much knowledge and experience from catalogues and manuals loaned to him by fellow club 

members, on the Internet (Google has an answer for everything), by trial and error and with the help 

and advice from club members, Frank Dreyer and Peter Inskip in particular.  

He has become quite the expert that even he is now offering advice to fellow Triumph enthusiasts 

across the globe on the various online forums. He has made us very proud! 

If you are a Triumph enthusiast, (you must be if you 

are reading this article), and not yet a member of The 

Triumph Experience online, I can highly recommend 

that you log on to http://www.triumphexperience.com 

and join this forum.  

It is here that you can find a solution to any and every 

problem you have with your Triumph by just posting a 

question on the forum and within a very short while 

you will have answers from experts and enthusiasts 

from across the world. 
When the choice of colour was under discussion, 

period-correct signal red or the original conifer green, Brandon turned to the forum for advice and 

http://www.triumphexperience.com/


undertook a survey from members and eventually decided, with a land slide victory on forum 

membersô opinion, to go with the original colour 25, conifer green, as per the commission plate.   

At the start of the restoration I suggested to Brandon that he tackle it as one would eat an elephant, bit 

by bit, which he has done, very systematically and methodically. 

 Every nut and every bolt has been removed and thoroughly cleaned on the wire brush wheel on a 

bench grinder and he has spent hours and hours ensuring that each and every part is stripped, cleaned, 

restored, refurbished, or replaced. 

Numerous parts have been sand blasted 

and powder coated, and in a lot of 

instances look better than they did 

when the vehicle first came off the 

production line. Besides upgrading to 

polyurethane bushes, everything else 

on Kermit has been kept original 

Parts have been sourced from all over, 

via Gumtree, club members, 

advertisements in the club newsletter 

and Moss and Rimmer Bros in the UK. 

It is amazing as to what parts one can 

still get for a 50-year-old vehicle. 

Only once the engine was completed was the 

body tackled and numerous automotive body repairers were contacted; quotes ranging from 

ridiculous to reasonable, finally settling on Classic Coachworks in Parow. 

Gerry and his guys have been amazing and have tackled the project with aplomb and enthusiasm and 

have worked every inch of the body, panel by panel, to ensure that it is perfect. And they have also 

welcomed Brandonôs input and put up with his fastidious demands for perfection.  

Brandon has been putting the chassis 

and suspension back together on our 

patio, so there has been no braaing or 

entertaining for a while, whilst Classic 

Coachworks has been busy with the 

body. The chassis is now back at the 

panel shop to shortly be reunited with 

Kermitôs body tub.  

Once Kermit is back home, this time to 

the garage and not the patio, Brandon 

will put in the engine, which we have 

yet to start since the re-build, and 

tackle the rest of the re-assembly.  



We are looking forward to seeing the car back on the road and Brandon is eager to drive the car for 

the first time in twenty-one years. Until such time club members will have to be tolerant of us 

attending club events in the MGA. 

 

Theo Rijs 

 

More on fuses 
 

Some time ago I described an electrical problem that was caused by using non-English fuses in which 

I described how the English fuse protrudes through the end caps and is fixed with solder. Non-

English fuses use so called dry solder that does not protrude through the end caps that are therefor 

smooth. We all know, I hope, that a Lucas glass type fuse is 29.4mm long and a standard glass type 

fuse is 32mm long, but did you know about the following? 

Courtesy of the best TR7/TR8 Forum the question was asked by someone who had experience an 

electrical short in his 7ôs dash that caused a fire, luckily a small one, but no fuse had blown. 

The answer apparently again lies with the difference between a Lucas (British Standard - IEC) fuse 

and a so-called ordinary (American) fuse. 

 

 

The photograph clearly shows the physical 

difference but what is the technical difference? 

Put simply a Lucas fuse is rated at the current it 

will blow at while the US type will blow at some 

unspecified current above what it says it is. 

 

For the non-simple version it is as follows: - 

Lucas with a rating of 35 Amp has a 

continuous rating of 17 Amps. All Lucas 

fuses have a continuous rating, say 10 

Amp, that is half the stated fuse rating (20 

Amp). They used to all contain a paper 

stating these ratings; they are now etched on the glass.  

Thus it will run for ever at its continuous rating but will blow very quickly when itôs rating is 

exceeded, 

The USA spec fuse will run continuously at 110% of its rating of say 10 Amp and will blow within 4 

minutes of reaching twice its rating.  

Simply the 20 Amp Lucas fuse will blow at just over 20Amp the USA fuse will only blow when it 

exceeds 40 Amp. 

Their ratings can be found stamped on the end cap 

This explains also why the USA type fuse has the heavy strip. 

Maybe if we have a member who is an Electrical Engineer who can add or comment on this, but until 

then I will only use Lucas fuses. 

Eric Fletcher 

 



The Rebuilding of a rare set ofsu twin choke 
carburetors. 
 

Early in 2013 I read an article by Graham Robson in which he stated that the Triumph Sabrina engine 

used Twin Choke SU  

carburetors? 

 I had never heard of such an SU carburetor & so 

went to the Internet. 

Searching the SU website gave no joy but I did 

find a photo of a Sabrina engine with 4 SU carbs. 

The more I looked the stranger the SUôs appeared. 

Notice how each pair is very close together, almost 

as if they are siamesed. What is that strange fuel 

line joining each pair, but on the inlet side?  

Total puzzlement.  

By some stroke of luck (synchronicity?) looking for 

something else on the Internet I found a photo of a 

late1950ôs Coventry Climax 1500 FPF F2 engine 

fitted with the same SUôs. Going to their web site 

provided the first piece of real data.  

 

They were 1¾ inch twin choke SUôs model DU6.  

It was also stated that SU only made them for racing 

& had only made about 50. Coventry Climax even stated that in their opinion they were as efficient 

as Webersô. They were apparently fitted to Lotus, Cooper T43 (both F2 & F1 engines), F2 Fry and D 

type Jaguars amongst others. 

Now back to the SU web site looking for model DU6.  

There in a fairly long in-house technical paper by P G G Knight I discovered the following: - 

ñ In addition a dual choke instrument designated DU6 has been manufactured in very limited 

quantities. This latter type has, however, never been made in large production quantities, nor is it 

anticipated that it ever will be.ò 

Now armed with this & the Lotus, Cooper & Fry references I was able to find that each was cast in 

one piece and that there was only one common float bowl but two needles. 

It then came to light that at the 2009 Classic Car Show in Birmingham the SU DU6ô could be seen on 

a Mini, a Jaguar D type & a Jaguar E type. 

This produced a flurry of discussions on Internet, but they were essentially chitchat with nothing 

substantive. 

At an Autosport show in London a F2 Lotus with Coventry Climax engine proudly displayed its SU 

DU6ôs. 

Again the interest on the Internet was tremendous & amounted to people expressing how they would 

look on their car, where could they find them all totally innocuous. There was one exception & that 

was the reference to there being a set sold on E-Bay in March 2012 for £ 1,200. 

Now this is where the tale starts to add a series of coincidences when Rodney Green of White River, 

who is well known in South African Classic Racing circles, bought a 1957 Cooper T43 F2 car 

number F2-20-57 with its Coventry Climax engine number FPF 430/3-1022.  



First campaigned by Dick Gibson at Silverstone in September 1957.  

Later in the same year at Mallory Park, Reims, Nurburgring, Silverstone, Goodwood and Oulton 

Park. With the exception of the September Silverstone outing and Nurburgring, that were F1, the 

remainders were F2. 

 

 

In April and June1958 it ran at Grand 

central occasions one in the hands of 

Dick Gibson and the second by Jimmy 

Shield both of whom finished in first 

place. Dick Gibson entered Keith 

Ballistat to drive it at the Caen GP in 

July 1958 after which it returned to 

South Africa to be campaigned mainly 

by Jimmy Shield right up to December 

1960 in the 7th SA GP in East London.  

I am not sure of its provenance 

thereafter up until Rodney acquired it. 

Interestingly after Dick Gibson passed 

the Cooper onto Jimmy Shield he 

campaigned Cooper F2-29-57 with his 

last race in South Africa being the 6th SA GP in January 1960. 

For the rebuild of F2-20-57 Rodney entrusted the work to Graham Mesecre of SG Classic Cars based 

in Cape Town. 

However both the engine and its carburetors required extensive work.  

The engine he entrusted to Roger Pearce of EmGee Motors in Johannesburg 

The carburetors looked strange to Rodney but were definitely SUs and knowing the reputation of 

Cape Townôsô Jack Cramp he duly placed them in Jackôs capable hands. 

 Jack has for many years provided classic car enthusiasts with repairs and maintenance of their 

valuable & in many cases irreplaceable carburetors and is particularly skilled with SUs.  

However on receiving the set of SUôs Jack 

was surprised to see something that to him 

was an unknown model.  

They did have a serial number and so he 

contacted Burlen Fuel Systems (the owners 

of SU & Amal carbs) who informed him that 

he had a set of SU twin choke units model 

DU6. Sadly since they were an experimental 

model only 50 sets were made & no unique 

spares were available but some parts were 

interchangeable with other models.  

They had, happily, at some time done a 

complete overhaul for a set also for a 

Coventry Climax 1500 twin cam & were 

able to supply him with a complete parts list 

& showing what parts were available. 

The comment from Burlen that they were experimental is strange since SUôs own literature states that 

because they were intended for racing they thought that the market was not viable & so only made 

50.  

Coventry Climax at the time maintained that they were more efficient than the equivalent Webersô. 

Jack was now able to draw up a list of which parts he had to exercise great care with when 

dismantling & which parts he may have to manufacture himself from scratch. 

Considering that, as you will see, the needles & seats were the only spares available. 



He had also read my article on the SU Twin Choke carburetor in the March issue of Sabrina & 

contacted me to assist him in writing up this tale. 

Jack now started to strip & examine the units and describe their features. Consisting of two pairs of 

siamesed suction chambers that were mounted on top a common float chamber. Each pair therefor 

had two suction chambers, two pistons two throttle spindles, two throttle discs but only one float 

chamber with a cork float. Fortunately the jet assembly was common to the SU H6 1¾ inch model. 

Obviously all moving parts were worn but Jacks big concern was that three of the damper caps were 

missing. It is interesting to note here that the pistons were not designed to have dampers but only the 

damper caps. Because the caps were missing over time water had entered and the three pistons were 

solidly seized. 

 

They were immersed in releasing oil for a month that resulted in two of the pistons being freed by 

hand. Unfortunately this was not the case with the third one that refused all attempts to free it. 

It was then that Jack added another concern to his list namely that the pistons themselves were 

unusual in that they had a much thicker face on the needle side.  

On examination he discovered that this was to accommodate 

a 15° chamfer on the inlet side. This was obviously to 

facilitate flow 

characteristics

,  

 

 

 

 

 

After much 

deliberation 

he decided 

that in order 

to save the 

irreplaceable 

piston the suction chamber would have to be sacrificed. 

Consequently the suction chamber was meticulously cut into 

two pieces that resulted in freeing the piston and showing 

how the suction 

chamber sleeve was 

totally corroded onto 

the piston rod.  

 

 

Jack was now short of 

one suction chamber 

because the DU6 

suction chambers are ¼ 

inch shorter than those 

of the H6. Amazingly 

for once Murphy 

turned up trumps and Jack found a correct length one in his odds & ends 

box. 

Surprisingly, unlike the piston rod of hardened steel, the suction chamber 

bush was of a fine grain cast iron. This was obviously to take into 

account the good wearing properties of cast iron when used on slow 

moving parts and thus only needing minimum lubrication. 



Now for the sand cast (floor molding), carburetor bodies, obviously done as the most economical 

method for short production runs. It was decided to bead blast the carburetor body and check it for 

bush wear, again a discovery, SU had omitted to use brass bushes & the throttle spindles rotated in 

the aluminium body, another cost saving item.  

 

However this job would now be done correctly and brass 

bushes & bearings would be installed.  Brass was considered 

over Teflon as being less prone to wear from dust or grit. 

The four bearing housings were line bored for optimum 

accuracy. Jacksô existing tooling was suitable for repairing & 

remanufacturing of the throttle discs & their spindles.   

 

 

 

 

The jets re-bushed to 0.100 

were an early SU type with a 

small adjusting screw (6BA) 

and a brass hex nut. New 

springs were also made by Jack & new seals fitted with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fortunately the 

original unusual floats were in perfect 

condition. Made of Cork they are completely 

covered in plastic film. 

The setting of the needle and seat was an 

exercise in trial & error and in eventually 

achieving a fuel level 1/16 below the jet a 

setting of 1ǘ was found to be correct. 

Using a SU pump at 3.5psi the float level & 

leak tests were carried out. 

It was the final piece of manufacture that 

was the most tedious and that was to 

make the four small and intricate gaskets 

required for the float chamber & needle 

& seat.  

 

 

Eventually success with four correct ones 

& four that were thrown in the bin.  

All assembly was done using stainless 

steel Imperial sized screws. 



 
 

Roger Pearce has just received the block back from the machine shop so everything is on track for re-

uniting these rare carburetors with their engine and finally both to the historic Cooper. A tribute to 

Jackôs expertise. 

 

Eric Fletcher 

 

Do you know this car ? 

 
 
Yes ! it is ex South Africa & is owned by Rob Leonard in the North East of the 
England having inherited it from his late father , John Leonard , who was a 
keen KZN member. Rob had it  shipped to the UK. 
 



 For sale. 
 

TR7 SPARES 
NEW PARTS 

2  LHS OUTER SILLS  XKC112   R100 EACH 

1 RHS OUTER SILL  XKC113   R100 

3 RHS REAR WING           XKC191   R200 EACH 

1 TAPPET COVER GASKET    R20 

1 LHS STRUT   CAX2101  R500 

1  RHS STRUT   CAX2100  R500 

2  BONNET BUFFERS  ZKC3514  R20 EACH 

2 BUSHES LOWER CONTROL  ARM CRC307 R20 EACH 

2 ENGINE MOUNTINGS  UKC6710  R150 EACH 

4 VALVE SPRING SETS  CVS716K  R20 A SET 

1 OIL PUMP ROTOR  QRK17   R200 

1HIGH PRESSURE OIL PUMP  GLP106/Hd  R500 

1 GEAR BOX OIL PUMP  RTC2057A  R200 

1  HEAD GASKET      R200 

1 GEARBOX MOUNTING TKC1044  R250 

4  SETS POINTS   GCS106  R80 A SET 

 

SECOND HAND PARTS 

2 RADIATOR SUPPORT PANELS  TKC4364  R50 EACH 

4 TRAILING ARMS   RKC4238  R100 EACH 

1  SUB FRAME    RKC2808  R500 

1 REAR ANTI ROLL BAR     R100 

1FRONT ANTI ROLL BAR  RKC30  R150 

1 BELL HOUSING   UKC1984  R250 

1 BRAKE BOOSTER   RTC1378  R350 

1 CROWN WHEEL AND PINION TKC2946/RTC2061 R500 

2 SIDE SHAFTS    RKC4633  R200 EACH 

2 STARTER MOTORS      R250 EACH 

2 HEADLIGHT PODS      R300 EACH 

1 RACK AND PINION STEERING    R350 

2 HAZARD SWTCHES      R50 EACH 

2  HEADLAMP SWITCHES     R100 EACH 

1 PAIR WIPAC RECTANGULAR FRONT FOG LAMPS R200 PAIR   

 
 

 

 

 

From the bookshelf  
 

Octoberôs issue of ñClassic and Sports Carò features in the ñBuyers Guideò section ñTR7-8 Buying a 

Sports Car Bargainò a four-page colour review.  

It defines all the potential rot spots (remember this is the UK). In slight contrast to Ian White it states 

that TR7 prices are ñcurrently at rock bottom and will go up, buy nowò. All in all a very superficial 

overview, 



All you Vanguard owners keep your eyes open for the November issue that has a full feature on 

Vanguards, 

Want a good read over Xmas, then ask Santa to bring you Greg Millsôs book ñ Agriculture, Furniture 

and Marmaladeò. It is 320 pages of everything that you thought you knew about South African Motor 

Sport but after reading this you find that in fact you didnôt know too much at all. It even has over 90 

pages of fascinating photographs with up to four or five per page. 

I guarantee that you will not be disappointed with this one 

 
The green pages 
 

In a previous Sabrina I stated that London with the highest percentage of Diesel cars of any city in 

Europe had the worst atmospheric pollution. This was due to the Nitrous Oxide produced by the 

Diesel engine that unlike the Sulphur Dioxide was not legislated against. The EU has now discovered 

NOX and how filthy their atmosphere is because of it.  

They are now introducing legislation to remove the NOX from Diesel fuel. This will push up the cost 

of their diesoline and involve the car manufacturers in additional costs. Already people in Europe are 

beginning to realise that if they do not drive large Kilometres each year despite getting more Kms per 

litre petrol engined cars are in fact cheaper to run.  

This is due to the higher vehicle and fuel cost (per litre).  

Manufacturers are already expecting the demand for diesel cars to decrease. 

 
TR6 Estate 
 

I bet that none of you have ever heard of this one, so I make no apologies for copying this article 

directly from the latest issue of TR Driver the magazine of the TR Drivers Club. Please note that the 

name Bernd Hagemeir should in fact be Bernd Amlig. Could this be Heinz Konckiôs next project? 

 

Eric Fletcher 

 



 



 



WHAT CAR IS THIS?  
 

 
Name the Make.  
Name the Model.  

Give the engine size. 

Where was it made & when?   

Does it have Triumph DNA? 

 

There are actually two correct 

answers to this one, but one 

answer has more Triumph DNA 

than the other. 

 

SEPTEMBERSΩ Mystery Car  
 

In the September issue the Inter Marque Quiz was reported on and stated that only one Triumph 

related question had been asked. Be it by accident or design it was asked of the winning Pretoria team 

and no one knew the answer. 

The question was ñ Which pre-war company built a sports car based on the Triumph Super 7?ò 

Well here it is and let none of us forget the answer, it was the Vale Motor Co of London who had 

only a short existence  

being from 1932 to 1935. 

The Vale Special (1932) used the 

Triumph Super 7sô 832cc side valve 

engine and its hydraulic brakes and 

axles on a Rubery Owen chassis. 

With a top speed of only 105kph it 

was too slow for serious racing 

events and too low for sporting 

trials. For 1933 it was offered with 

a 1098 Coventry Climax engine 

that in 1934 was replaced by a 1476 

engine from the same supplier. 

The name is VALE remember it 

!!!!!  

 

 

 

Another one to remember -from the past 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No this is not 

a mystery 

car and it definitely does not have any Triumph DNA.  

It is an example of ignored motoring history resulting, to my mind, 

 In several commonly ñknown factsò actually being totally untrue. 

Now letôs relate the true facts:- 

The vehicle above is a recreation, by Tom Brogden, of  

Richard Trevithickôs, a Cornish Mining Engineer, 1803  

ñLondon Steam Carriageò the worldôs first self-propelled passenger carrying vehicle and was present 

at the Goodwood Festival of Speed in July. 

Kael Benz only came on the scene with his car in 1885 some 82 years later. 

Trevithick even had a steam powered railway engine hauling rail trucks at Penydarren Iron Works in 

South Wales in 1804.  

Stephenson built his first steam powered railway engine in1814 and his famous Rocket was built in 

1829. 

Now next time the question comes up in a quiz as to who built the first  

self -propelled passenger car or railway engine I bet you will know the answer and it wonôt be Benz 

or Stephenson.  

 

Eric Fletcher 

 
 
A car to worry about ς the future? 
 

Beyers Vermaak sent this piece of news to me and I have edited slightly. 

It involves the new Mercedes SCL 600 that from the outside looks quite decent. 



 

 
So lets take a look at the inside. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It doesnôt 

looks as if 

they have hidden the steering wheel and pedals, maybe itôs an anti theft idea. Letôs take a closer look. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No steering 

wheel or 

pedals it is the ultimate fly by wire using a joystick. Well having driven a no feeling drive by wire 

Subaru.  

Mercedes couldnôt even give me one let alone sell one to me.  

I would imagine that includes all us old traditionalists. 

So perhaps Mercedes market plan aims it at Video Gaming ten-year-old millionaires.  

 

 
Lucas petrol injection 
Tr5-tr6-2.5 (saloon & estate) 
Triumph service training notes 
 (Part three) 
 

This is the third in the series to be continued in Sabrina. It is the full version of a 72-page book 

produced by British Leyland for the Group Service Training Centre.  

Because of its length it will continue to be seralised well into 2014. 

This book was kindly loaned to me by John Dobbins.  

 



 


