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It must be Christmas we have two photographs on the back cover. 
 
The first shows the Italia as it was on arrival at John Dobbinsôs 
workshop, 
 
The second shows the line up for the Spitfireôs 50th at Zwartkop airbase.  
Spot the Messerschmitt 
 
The front cover is courtesy of TR Action some years ago. 
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Editorial 
  

What a wonderful end to 2012, first came the re-appearance of John Simôs Italia, then in October 

Pretoriaôs superb celebration of the Spitfireôs 50th what a tribute to the organisation of Nols & his 

gang. 

November saw Cape Town celebrating their 40th with a magnificent day in Stellenbosch full of 

Triumphs, old faces & new faces.  

All of this organised by Dennis Cook, Ronan & Jamie.  

Having received a kind invitation to attend it was well worth the trip to Cape Town & many thanks to 

my host Roger Roebeck. 

 Over some delightful Cape wine Jamie Hart & I found common ground discussing the Concours & 

we agreed that our judging leaves much to be desired, particularly when Judges donôt know the 

difference between dôEtat & dôElegance, that maybe it is time to scrap dôEtat & concentrate on 

dôElegance. What do you all think? Your comments please. 

Now in 2013 we have the 90th birthday of Standard Triumph plus the TR2ôs 60th. So who is going to 

step forward to arrange their celebrations? 

This could be my last Sabrina & if it is then it will also be the last Sabrina that you will ever read. 

Why? 

Well if Gilbert & Williams in their 1995 book ñThe Mayan Propheciesò are to be believed then the 

World is due to come to an end on the 22nd of December. Their prediction of floods, earthquakes & 

chaos in 2012 so far seems to be spot on, but so were Nostradamusôs predictions of the French 

Revolution. Those were frightingly accurate. However I have Nostradamus in the original French 

together with a so-called translation into English. Doing my own translation there is no way that I can 

see any reference to Hitler, the Kennedys, WW II, WW III or New York.  

Now unfortunately I do not have the Mayan Prophecies in Mayan neither do I understand Mayan, so 

enjoy Sabrina, have a fantastic end of year and New Year & I will see you in 2013. 

 
/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ /Ƙŀǘ 
 

So we come to yet another yearôs end, can you believe it?? 2012 has come and gone until 2013 keep 

going and keep enjoying your Triumph with us.  

At the Biennial general meeting held in Plettenberg Bay during the last national gathering, a number 

of issues were raised that could necessitate changes to the national club constitution and need to be 

ñdiscussedò before changes can be made to it and the sooner we start with it the better. 



 

I also encouraged members to study the National Club Constitution, which had been published in the 

December 2011 issue of Sabrina and to put forward amendments for general debate. 

This will allow us enough time before the next meeting to properly address the issues, get official 

proposals and suggestions, have debate on them and be prepared when we get to the meeting that we 

can adopt any changes that you may agree to.   

Extracts from the last BGM minutes as follows: 

1. ñRen® de Villiers noted that the present Constitution could be interpreted such that the TR 

Register had been disbanded at the time the Club changed its name. This was not the case, as 

it was the specific intent to retain the TR Register and to also cater for any other register 

which may be formed, all under the overall umbrella of the Clubò.     

2. ñHe also noted that the terms of the Constitution obliged the members of the Executive 

Committee to be present in one place for it to authorise Club expenses. It would ease matters 

considerably if such resolutions could be passed on a ñround-robinò basis. It was his 

intention to submit the necessary corrections/amendments to Club members in good time so 

as to rectify the Constitution at the next BGM in 2014ò.   

3. ñChris Buckley suggested that some form of distance-linked bonus points should be awarded 

to cars which were entered in the concourse, and which had been driven over long distances 

in order to attend. The Chairman noted that this multi-faceted point had been discussed at 

length at previous BGMs and that no satisfactory solution had been found to date.  Any firm 

suggestions in this connection should be aired in Sabrina for full discussion.ò 

On points 1 and 2 above, agreed, Rene will you please start the documentation for us? On point 3 

above, we might have to adjust some of the scores or add additional points to cars per kilometre 

travelled on the road. We might have to look at cars that are trailered as well, what do we do here? 

There are no clear answers and it is not easy, but the answer lies amongst us, in experience, research, 

know how, etc. and I am confident that we will get an answer to these issues, but need you input.  

Not discussed officially at the BGM, but is a huge discussion point at national gatherings and club 

events is Concours. There are quite a number of members that are of the opinion that the Concours 

judges are not judging fairly and some donôt know the different models in the dôEtat competition as 

the cars that were built in South Africa have different specifications than those for the UK, Europe 

and the USA. There are even anomalies in the books written by supposed experts. What are your 

views on this please?  



 

There have been calls to introduce a ñPride of Ownershipò category at the national gatherings as well 

to allow for the cars that are regularly used an opportunity of entering the competition as well.  

In this class there is a high percentage awarded to the owner who is proud of his / her car and the 

owners are interviewed about the car, its history, usage, etc. and the judges also look at the potted 

history which the owners had to prepare.  In all this is a category for people that use their car often 

and are proud to do so, and they will tell you. We donôt want to discourage members from using their 

cars, but on the contrary encourage them to use it, as it will count towards the mileage put on the car 

on an annual basis.  What are your views on this please?    

So, I do expect feedback and letôs get some healthy debate going on these and other issues that you 

may have wanted to raise for some time, but didnôt feel like stirring, if we can call it that.  After all 

this is our club and we need to make it and shape it for the future, who knows what it will hold?  

We can communicate through the Sabrina magazine and by email or phone, at centre meetings and 

noggins, etc. and letôs use all of these mediums to make suggestions, raise positive and negative 

aspects and sought solutions to the betterment of our club. 

At the end of another year, enjoy your Triumph, spend time with your loved ones, rest well, drive 

safely and until next year, from Suzette and I, we wish you a very Merry Christmas and health and 

happiness for 2013!!! 

Triumphant Regards, 

Gerhard P. Vorster 

 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ report 
 Please make sure that your memberships are paid & submitted to Joh Roets end December with 

February 13th as cut off or you wonôt receive your March Sabrina. Please note that membership fees 

are increased as follows: 

Sabrina       R 120 

SAMCA     R   20 

Husband & Wife (no Sabrina)  R   40 

 

REGISTRARS REPORT 

The front cover picture depicting of one of the 1960 Le Mans TRS racers (928 HP) in the September 

2012 issue of Sabrina brings back happy memories.  

During my first visit to the United States in September 1999, I included the Roadster Factory at 

Armagh, near the town of Indiana in Pennsylvania, on my itinerary.  



I had placed an order for TR parts prior to my departure but indicated that I will prefer to collect it 

personally, hence the visit to the RF.  

To my great surprise, one of the famous four óTRSô racers, 929 HP, if I remember the registration 

number correctly, was parked in the front foyer of the building. 

Why was this car so special? It may be old hat to many, but for the sake of those who do not know, 

Standard-Triumph participated in the famous 24 hour endurance race at Le Mans in 1959, 1960, and 

1961 in specially-built TR racing cars using the equally famous twin cam óSabrinaô engines. The 

1959 cars, known as the óTR3Sô cars were Side Screen cars with an increased wheelbase, but for 

1960 and 1961 the complete new body shell of the óZoomô prototypes, the forerunner of the TR4, 

were used. A quartet of racers, 926 HP, 927 HP, 928 HP, and 929 HP were prepared, with 929 HP 

being the spare car in 1960. In the 1961 race 928 HP (on the Sabrina front cover) stood down, but the 

trio that raced, including 929 HP, managed to win the much-coveted team prize.  All three finished 

the race with the fastest car placed 9th overall at an average speed of 159 km/h over the 24 hours. 

After the 1961 race the cars were sold off in the United States.   

I was absolutely delighted to see one of these very rare and famous TRS racers in the real ófleshô, so 

to speak, and could not believe my luck. I duly asked the guy who served me ï I forgot his name ï to 

take a photo of me next to the car. I am still searching for my collection of special Triumph photos 

somewhere in an unopened box following my house move some four years ago. I hope to find it one 

of these days. 

Talking about special Triumph privileges, I must mention the honour bestowed on Cathy and myself 

by the Cape Town TSCC Centre when they invited us to attend their 40th anniversary event as their 

guests on 4 November this year. I wish to thank Gerhard Vorster and his committee members for a 

most enjoyable event and the very special goodie bag with many wonderful and collectable items 

inside. A special word of thanks goes to Dennis Cook, our host, for his tremendous hospitality and 

for making his beautiful white TR6 available to us to drive to the event in Stellenbosch. What a 

privilege! 

It was good to see Triumph friends from the Cape Town area from a very long time ago, such as Nick 

Pacinoôs, Mike and Nerina Napoli, as well as Brian and Sheila Maggs once again. In addition, I also 

had the opportunity to meet some of our ex-Pretoria members now resident in the Western Cape, 

such as Gordon and Denise Waring (lhd TR6), as well as Greg Pienaar (Spitfire Mk3). What an 

event, what an opportunity! 

The SA Triumph Register also benefitted from the opportunity I had to check out the license disc 

details of some of the 38 Triumphs on display at the anniversary event.  



I managed to take down the details of no less than 11 cars that I discovered were not recorded in the 

register. Unfortunately the details of some cars cannot not be recorded because their commission 

numbers (VIN) or engine numbers on the license discs do not correspond with numbers issued by 

Triumph.  

Some of the cars that had been recorded in the register previously have in the meanwhile undergone 

ownership changes but these have unfortunately not been reported to the registrar. Hopefully these 

changes will be indicated and accounted for in the register updates that I requested from each TSCC 

Centre at the nationals in April. I am still waiting.... 

In closing, and on a more personal note, I wish to share a little secret of an extramarital  óaffairô that I 

have been, and still am, involved in over the past 40 years. On the 10th of October 1972, while still 

resident in Port Elizabeth I bought my beloved green TR4A in the neighbouring town of Uitenhage. 

At that stage Cathy and I had been married  for about a year and I must admit that perhaps too much 

of my attention and time had been diverted to the TR. Cathy obviously became a little fed-up and 

duly named the car my ómistressô. Well, Mistress and I are still together and continue to enjoy our 

óaffairô which enjoyed its 40th anniversary on 10 October this year. Fortunately Cathy accepted the 

situation over the years and we continue to enjoy a great period of ótriumphantô peaceful coexistence. 

Like many mature women, Mistress, now 45 years old, is now also falling victim to that certain 

patina of age becoming evident. Many hairline cracks in the paint make her a candidate for a 

makeover by means of a new coat of paint. But my mistress is by no means cold; although 

óexperiencedô by now she is still highly responsive when prodded by the right foot in the right place. 

Viva Mistress!  

 

Cheers vir eers.Nols Pienaar 

Please read my comments on the so called TRS on pages 47 & 48.     

Ed 

spares Report 
SPARES FUND REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2012.  

In last yearôs report I noted that in our (then) first full year of Internet usage, more and more Club 

members were using emails to call for quotes and to place their orders for parts. This year I can 

report that it is now the rare exception for Club members not to use the Internet. Clearly, one is never 

too old to learn something new.  

The financial statements of the Spares Fund for the year ended 30 September 2012 are attached to 

this report. During the year the Spares Fund issued 105 invoices which is down on the 124 invoices 

issued during the previous year.  



Part of the reason for this was that we did not import spares in April due to the National Gathering 

held in Plettenberg Bay that month.  

Then again, the total amount invoiced for the year namely R204 474,71 is up on the amount of 

R197 390,61 of the year before. The reason for this, I think, is largely due to the weaker Rand.  

As you know, the stated objective of the Spares Fund is to offer a service and not to make a profit. 

With this in mind I try to price each import such that it just pays for itself with hardly any mark-up.  

You will note that the surplus for the year is only R6 606,69 (or, put differently, just on 3% of 

turnover) which means that Club members who make use of the Spares Fund service benefit from it. 

Then again, one has to be mindful that an unexpected expense can pop up at any time. For example, 

we are in dispute with UPS regarding an invoice of some R2 500,00 they issued in May 2012 and 

which we feel is not owed by us. Hopefully we can convince them that we are right. The debtorôs 

amount of R9 373,00 is largely in respect of amounts outstanding on the September 2012 import 

(there are a few stragglers from earlier in the year) and by the time you read this report these amounts 

will have been paid. Accounts payable (creditors) are in respect of Club members who overpaid on 

their imports in the course of the year which amounts will be offset against future orders they place. 

It includes an amount of some R7 400,00 which one Club member paid in advance on his October 

2012 order for parts.   

By now I am sure you will have noticed three things about our cars: Firstly, new imported parts are 

very competitively priced. For example, a new oil pump for a TR6 costs less than R900, 00 and a 

new, up-rated water pump with pulley for a TR2/3/3A costs about R1 300,00. Compare that to what 

you pay for similar parts for any Volkswagen, Toyota, BMW or whatever. Secondly, you will have 

noticed that the cars that win Concours competitions generally have new parts rather than bodge-

jobs. And thirdly, you will have noticed that your classic car has become a collectorsô item with a 

high price tag ï and worth every bit you spend on it in time and money. 

René de Villiers. 

Johannesburg.    October 2012. 

 

 

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA, SPARES FUND                                                                            

YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2012. (Unaudited) 

INCOME STATEMENT  

INCOME                                              30 Sept 2011   30 Sept2012. 

      

Invoices issued to Members                 197 390,61         204 474,71 

Interest received                                          712,86                679,63 

Total                                                      198 103,47         205 154,34 

EXPENDITURE 

Moss-Europe: parts and shipping          143 816,81        153 567,65 

UPS: duties, VAT, delivery costs             33 400,22          39 245,65 

 

 

Bank costs                                                 1 375,76            1 164,68  

Telkom: ADSL rental, calls                        3 532,20            3 394,00 

Computer, stationery, printer                     2 681,77            1 175,67 

Total                                                       184 806,76        198 547,65 

SURPLUS                                    13 296,71             6 606,69     

 

ACCUMULATED FUNDS STATEMENT     

Balance at beginning of the year              40 145,88           53 442,59 

Plus surplus                                              13 296,71             6 606,69 

Balance at end of the year                        53 442,59           60 049,28 

Represented by: 

Cash at bank                                             25 081,52           39 077,80 



Plus 30 day deposit                                   20 351,12           20 351,12 

Plus debtors                                               14 669,10             9 373,05 

Less creditors                                               6 659,20             8 752,74 

Total                                                           53 442,59           60 049,28                                                                                               

 

 

 

 REGIONAL REPORTS 

 
Bloemfontein 
 

Another year has flashed past, a few weeks left then a new year starts. For some the speed at which 

the years pass is frightening, and makes one wonder what lies ahead in the short time left.   

For the younger ones possibly excitement or concerné  As far as our cars go, we spent many 

months, even years rebuilding and caring for, what will happen to them in the future? Will they fall 

into the hands of somebody who will take the same loving care of them, or into the hands of someone 

who will just destroy them?  Maybe the time will come when they may not be driven any longer 

because of their emissions.  Will they end up in museums as dead objects just to be looked at and 

comments made like Was that really what a motor car looked like? (That happens today with a lot of 

the older cars already!!)  Will any of them have their 100th birthday in the not too far future?  I know 

that most of us just want to enjoy our cars as long as possible and hope to be able to pass them on to 

someone who will take care of them enjoy driving them, and to show them off every now and then!  

Food for thought, or am I being a bit morbid?  I am not planning to pop off for quite a while yet, but 

that isnôt really in my hands is it! 



 

 

Things have been a bit quiet in Bloem and nothing much Triumphant has happened.  We had all our 

noggins and a few runs.  Maybe after the excitement of great Nationals for some of us, it just seemed 

that way!  It was nice to have Heinz Koncki visit us in Bloem a few weeks ago on his way to the 

MGB gathering in Clarens.  Sadly not in a Triumph but in a very pretty MG Magnette, with which he 

had a small carb problem, sorted out with a new float.  Hope the rest of the trip went well, and you 

had no more problems.   

We, here in Bloem, would like to take this opportunity of wishing all our Triumph friends a very 

blessed Christmas and a new year full of wonderful dreams come true.  If you are going away, drive 

safely and come back to a great 2013. 

Yours Triumphantly & God bless 

 

Alan  

 

Border 

 

2012 is virtually behind us and we again find ourselves getting ready to celebrate the festive season 

with family and friends.  We seem to say this every year but this year truly has gone by so quickly.   

This past year has been very kind to us Triumphsters in that we were blessed with a wonderful 

National Gathering in Plettenberg Bay.  Aside from this, going by the various Centreôs newsletters, a 

great year was had by all.  The Border Centre enjoyed a very successful National Gathering and has 

come through a year that has been quieter than many a past year but nevertheless great camaraderie 

was enjoyed and our noggins have been well attended.  We again enjoyed the close relationship that 

we have with the MG Club in East London. 

We recently attended the Wizards on Wheels Motor Show in East London where there was a 

contingent of Triumphs on show.  This was good exposure and the Show was well attended by the 

general public.  Unfortunately, our local concourse was scheduled for the 28 October but had to be 

cancelled due to inclement weather.  This concourse will now be held on the 18 November 2012.  We 

have just recently had a weekend outing away in Port Alfred.  Seven couples from the Triumph Club 

enjoyed the weekend of 3rd and 4th November in the lovely Port Alfred Marina holiday home of 

Roger and Sharon Kriel. 

Our annual Christmas party will be in the form of a restaurant evening at Le Petit where we will be 

joining the MG Club.  This will be the third consecutive year that we have got together for our end of 

year party.  

Our Annual General Meeting took place at the St. Andrewôs Club, (the venue of our noggins) on the 

1st November.   



The Border Centre committee decided to stand down and have new office bearers elected for 2013.  

 It was agreed to experiment with a smaller committee of three members.  Our congratulations go to 

Phil Morris ï Chairman, Louis Greef and John Williams.  We look forward to an injection of new 

ideas from the new committee in the coming year.  The very best of luck to them. 

We from the Border Centre wish you all a Blessed Christmas and Wonderful New Year with family 

and friends.  Donôt fool yourself speed kills.  Please if you are travelling stay alert and alive. 

 

God bless you all. 

Geoff Kriel 

Border Centre 

 

Cape Town 
 

Since the last report, much effort has been focussed on the clubôs 40th birthday bash. Other things 

have happened as well so here is a brief update of what we have been up to in the last 3 months. 

The run at the beginning of September promised much, a decent day for a start after the rain of the 

winter, but the weather gods had the last laugh and a breakfast run to the Vila Via hotel in Strand was 

one of the wettest on record. 8 cars turned up but whilst there was much banter at the breakfast table 

the rain lashed down outside. One of the positives was that Dennis Cook had been recommended 

some windscreen wiper blades for his sidescreen because his ñdôEtatò ones left a lot be desired, they 

worked a treat and he was able to safely navigate there and back. 

The long weekend of the 24th was the 6 club run organised by the Sunbeam club that ended up in 

Paarl. Several of our prominent members were on a motor cycle weekend to George so we had very 

few takers. We were late leaving Hermanus so were unable to be at the meeting point so followed the 

scenic route as best we could but the weather again was really against us. We stopped at one of our 

favourite places on Hellshoogte pass for coffee just to warm up but the nearer we got to Paarl the 

more it came down. Lunch was a buffet affair at a lovely place in the centre of town but the rain 

belted down and the only guys outside were the anti-social smokers! There were lots of prizes and 

everyone entered into the spirit of the event, Eddie and Lynne Hughes won the Triumph event, Frank 

Dreher won the longest day! After showing the rest of the contingent where to turn up the 

Hellshoogte pass for Cape Town, Jenny and I went up the Franschoek pass, if water could flow uphill 

we would have floated up but on the other side the car was blow dried by a gale force wind all the 

way home. Thank goodness we had spent time before Nationals getting the waterproofing sorted out 

otherwise we would have been drowned! 



 

The month end noggin was an excellent talk on oils that had been organised by Frank Dreher.  

 

The speaker was really into his subject but had to leave early as one of his major customers had a 

serious issue and he had to high tail it to them to lend a hand, he has promised to talk early next year 

and continue where he had left off! 

The first weekend in October was the Whales and Wheels festival in Hermanus and the club was well 

represented. Part of the celebrations was an additional run round town to celebrate the 50th birthdays 

of the Cortina, TR4 and Spitfire, MGB and the Cobra, this took place after the normal run and was 

really well received. We had 6 cars in the first run, no problems except we had to stop the parade for 

Dennis to retrieve his hat and we were able to get a few cars for the birthday bash. We had to 

persuade Neil Cameronôs TR5that it was actually a 4, as I couldnôt get mine finished in time, he 

wasnôt happy going so slowly but it was appreciated. Lunchtime saw an excellent Elvis concert by a 

local Cape Town guy who really got everyone going, several of our members were in their chairs 

really entering into the spirit of the occasion. We then had a drive past of TRs and Spifires and I was 

able to explain the pedigree of each car and how there was a very logical line of development by 

Triumph. All in all a great show and no traffic issues this year! 

The 1st weekend in November saw 

the much planned 40th birthday 

bash at the Protea Hotel in 

Tecnopark, Stellenbosch with over 

90 people and 40 cars attending. 

Nols and Kathy Pienaar plus Eric 

Fletcher were our guests at this 

wonderful venue overlooked by the 

Simonsberg. The organising 

committee had done some 

wonderful organisation and once 

cars had been parked it was off to 

receive goody bags and catch up 

with friends old and new. After 

much nattering and looking at cars, 

we sat down for a lovely buffet 

lunch. Hinke Nixon and her team of helpers had managed to get some wonderful complementary 

wine and all enjoyed. Gerhard Vorster welcomed every one to the event and then Dennis Cook gave 

a brief history of the club from the beginning. A period of silence was observed for those members 

no longer with us; Chris Schultz and Peter du Sautoy come to mind . 



There was a wonderful cake baked by Bernadette Vorster with ingredients supplied by the Douganôs 

and even Plaas Boer. 

 

 

Gordon Waring was presented 

with a copy of TRAction from 

the TR Register where his TR6 

was mentioned in dispatches. 

Roger Robeck presented the 

club with a wonderful 

commemorative plaque to be 

displayed in the trophy cabinet 

at the clubhouse.  

The last event for the year will 

be on the 24th November where 

a concours event will be held in 

the morning followed by the 

AGM and a braai to round off 

proceedings. The concours will 

be for dôElegance and pride of 

ownership, we are going to see 

how these events can be 

upgraded for nationals in 2014.   

Jamie Hart 

 

JOHANNESBURG 
 

As the year draws to a close, Iôm sure all regional club committees have been working hard to 

achieve a smooth running AGM, organise year end Christmas parties and plan the way ahead for next 

year. By the time you read this I pray that the effort put in by those involved will have had a 

successful year and been enjoyed by all. 

We have had a great year, though seriously marred by the passing of Koos and Trish Conradie and 

the illness of two of our members; happily, Chris and Alistair are well on the road to recovery. Rod 

Keyser said of his journey down a ladder ñEnjoyed the trip down, not the landingò Speedy recovery 

Rod. 

There have been some interesting noggins, the usual Inter-Club quiz and together with the Pretoria 

Centre (occasionally accompanied by the MG Club), some enjoyable runs into the countryside. 

Some notes to mention, emanating from the AGM on the 16th October. Our membership has 

increased from 85 to 102 including two young men who I hope will be encouraged to form a good 

relationship with matters motoring and be embraced by fellow members who are mostly man-years 

their senior.  



 

 

 

There are some new appointments within the committee, namely: 

Norman Bull ï Vice-Chairman 

Martin Worth ï Treasurer 

Gary Booyens ï Marketing/Sponsorship 

Eric Steele ï Website Manager 

Rob McLeod ï Events Co-ordination 

My thanks go out to them, so too, to our long-standing members on the committee: 

Harry Fairley ï Victor/Victrix Ludorum points scoring 

Elaine Castlemaine ï Editor for one more year! 

Dave Sawyer and John Craig ï Door prize 

Eddie Steele ï Membership 

Mark Hirst ï Regalia 

Reneô DeVilliers ï Spares and SAMCA Representative 

Lastly yours truly as Chairman 

We also resolved to increase our annual subscription by a small percentage, the first time in years I 

believe, to cover increased costs of the Sabrina Magazine and SAMCA membership. Otherwise, as 

reported by Beverly Moranduzzo, our outgoing Treasurer, we remain financially healthy and ready to 

take on the New Year ahead. Bev, on behalf of Gino, myself and our Johannesburg members, we are 

most grateful for keeping us on the straight and narrow financially, through the years. You have been 

a blessing. 

Nols Pienaar, what a resilient man I have to say, pulled off a terrific 50th Anniversary celebration of 

the Spitfire last month after a last minute postponement due to inclement weather a fortnight earlier. 

The event was well supported by the guys from our centre and the photographic results, shown 

elsewhere in this magazine will bear testimony to the unforgettable day had by all. 

Thanks too, to the guys who supported the parade in their Triumphs for the CANSA Relay event in 

Irene: big hearts all of you. 

The September event out to the Dawie Gouwsô Car Collection on the East Rand was well supported; 

there were so many sports cars from both our centre and Pretoria, plus a good turnout of MGôs, it was 

a bit of a task to count them all. Dawie our host was admitted to hospital the day before but insisted 

that the show should go on. We are very grateful to him that he opened up his farm for the invasion; 

there were far more cars than expected and his family were most gracious to have us there. Harry 

informed me that Dawie has recovered very well, better than expected, I believe and we all wish him 

well. As I write, we are looking forward to yet another gem collection of cars and motoring 

memorabilia, this time in Alberton! What a privilege it is to have such a luxury right here in 

Gauteng?  



 

May I wish all members of Johannesburg Centre and all members countrywide a Blessed Christmas 

and a Bountiful New Year. 

Mike. 

 

KZN 
 

Nationals 2014. 

1. With the fuel cost increasing exponentially we have consulted with 

experienced Debt Counsellors who have shared their clientôs savings tips 

and if we apply this expertise we will have no trouble attending Nationals 

2014. 

2. Personal hygiene. Saving Water: Fill a 5 litre bucket with clean water.  

Remove clothes.  Using a sponge, start from top of head and wash as far 

as possible.  Then start at feet and wash as far as possible. With 

remaining water, wash possible. 

3. Living in rental accommodation? Increase your rent. 

4. Draw up a roster to tow every alternative Triumph when on a run. 

5. Respond immediately and in duplicate to every sweepstake winning   

message you receive on your cell phone. With nine hundred thousand 

pounds you can sponsor the event for the next fifty years. 

6. Set up a wash line in your kitchen and hang used tea bags on it.  When 

your kidôs visit they will either give you money or buy you groceries.  

We will provide more details in the next issue of Sabrina. 

General News: The torrential rain experienced this spring had a dampening effect on enthusiasm. We 

do not allow discussion about Rugby at anytime. 

October Noggin. 

Rosemary and I were brave enough to show our own video production and photographs of Plett 

Nationals and the Scottburgh Car show. Brian Kelly shared some slides of Franschoek Motor 

museum and David Blair showed his pictures of a car collection he had visited in Canada. 

Show day. 

14 Cars attended this event held at the Mutual and Federal offices. All the Triumphs were in pristine 

condition, including Dave Van der Westhuizenôs freshly restored pale blue TR6.  

Christmas/year end function is taking place on Sunday, 18th November at the German Club. 

It must be said that most of the Committeeôs energy is being channelled into setting the scene for 

Nationals 2014.  



 

We are looking forward to sunny weather without the threat of rain as summer kicks in and we can 

enjoy our Triumphs again.  

Car News: Dave Van der Westhuizen has completed the TR 6 restoration and the result is 

breathtaking.  

Unfortunately the car was not ready in time for Nationals this year. Now he can start on Debbieôs 

TR4. 

Keep the revs up! 

 

Darryl Hurter 

 

PORT ELIZABETH  
 

How time flies as within in a few weeks time, weôre celebrating Christmas! So 
here comes the ñVaaliesò and other holidaymakers to congest our streets and 
roads and pack our beautiful beaches! 
We had our AGM on the 5th of November and elected a new committee. Bob 
Pretorius, our outgoing Chairman indicated that heôs retiring from committee 
duties but will still be our Fergie newsletter scribe for at least the next six 
months. I think we need to congratulate Bob on a stressful but extremely 
successful and productive year, as chairing not only our Centreôs Committee 
but also the Nationals Committee! Without his commitment, dedication and 
ñRooi Mierò attitude we would not have had one of the best and very 
successful Nationals, after all the drama in the beginning of the project, and for 
also saving the proverbial ñPhoenixò out of the ashes!! We salute you or shall I 
say give that man not a ñBellsò but a ñJohnny Walker Green Labelò, at least!!!!  
The new committee comprises of Beyers Vermaak - Chairman, Deon de Kock 
ï Vice Chairman, Godfrey Gericke - Treasurer, Mile Vermaak ï Secretary and  
Scorer, Michael Koch - Webmaster, Leon van Loggerenberg ï Inter Club 
Liaison & Events, Jon Rademan ï Sabrina  



Reporter and Bob Pretorius ï Fergie Scribe. Thanks are expressed for making 
themselves available and sacrificing family life in taking the club forward and 
hopefully to the next level. 
In August we had our annual driving test. Unlike last year, we had excellent 
weather for the driving test. Unfortunately we had fewer participants maybe 
due to the late announcement of the venue. It took me more than a month to 
convince the centre management and to secure the secluded parking area at 
the Walker Drive Shopping Centre. We also invited the MG Club. Deon de 
Kock took the honours in the Gents class and Mile Vermaak in the Ladies 
class. After the driving test we went to the Walker Drive Garden Centre where 
some of us went to have a look at the Orchard Show. As their garden 
restaurant was fully booked with a function, about 12 of us went to the Spur 
and had their delicious T-bone special and lots of ñfrostiesò and red wine of 
course!! 
In September we took a drive to the beautiful and picturesque seaside village 
of Skoenmakerskop for a delicious brunch at the Sacramento restaurant and 
exchanged a lot of karretjie talk of course! 
In October we joined the MG club for a ñbring and braaiò and celebrated the 
MGBôs 50th birthday. As it was also their annual show day, 24MGs and 10 
Triumphs attended the event. This was at Stella Londt Parkôs, Steam Engine 
Park. Some members even enjoyed a ride on the miniature steam engine 
trains. Although a windy day, we enjoyed the company of the MG guys and of 
course enjoyed a lot of karretjie talk! Despite the wind, it was a great occasion! 
By the time you read this, we would have attended The Nelson Mandela Bay 
Motor Fair on 1December; the biggest motor show in PE! 
On the motoring front we have the following Triumphs undergoing serious 
restoration work, namely: David Rademan ï 1300 FWD, Michael Koch ï 
Vitesse, Bob Pretorius ï Ole Yella, Johnny Viljoen ï LHD Spitfire Mk3 and 
Eugene Schroeder ï Spitfire Mk3. We wish them only the best with their 
projects as theyôre going to need it! 
This is my last Sabrina report as Jon Rademan will be taking the duty 
over. ñMany thanks Jon and I know youôll do an excellent job of it!ò 
May you all have a blessed Christmas and a fantastic New Year, and enjoy 
your Triumphs as well! 
Kind regards for old timesô sake, 
 
Beyers 
 

pretoria 

 
Well as ñtheyò say, a new broom sweeps cleanééééonly problem is the old broom swept so 

clean that this new broom does not have to sweep at all, as the ñHouseò has been left pretty much 

ñspotless.ò 



 

Nols Pienaar started our Pretoria club some 30 years ago, and has been Chairman for most of those 

years.  

It has always been his enthusiasm and dedication that has kept Pretoria going forward successfully 

for all of those years. 

Nols has not lost an iota of that enthusiasm, but now that he and Cathy have retired from so called 

ñactive dutyò in the academic world, they wish to travel and follow other interests and spend some 

ñouma en oupa tydò with their three grandchildren. No doubt Nols will remain on as a Pretoria 

member, and after much consideration Iôve decided to ólet him off the hookô, and will not even 

attempt to try and take his place, never mind ósit in his chair.ô Thank You Nols and Cathy for all the 

love and dedication you have put into the club over the years. 

After much debate at our last AGM, I accepted the position of Chairman. Now this broom is about to 

ósweep cleanô, so first thing I am sweeping under the chair, is the word óChairman.ô This may 

surprise the rest of the Chairmen, as I do come out of the corporate world and certainly understand 

the meaning of the word, so officially I will be the Chairman.  

I also understand that the club needs Structure, so I have put together a committee, known as the 

óSteering Wheelô committee, of which I am a member (not as my dear Wife, Partner, and Editor of 

Triumph Herald, now calls me, óthe Hooter in the middle of the steering wheelô, always making the 

most noise.) 

Ok, so much for a bit of fun. I feel very honoured to be the new Chairman, and donôt take this lightly. 

I intend to oversee the running of the Pretoria Club into the future, with 

the main theme of óhaving funô with our Triumphs. 

This new óSteering Wheel Committeeô will be introduced in our Pretoria 

Triumph Herald Newsletter, as this is of more relevance locally than 

nationally. (If anyone from another Triumph Centre wants to receive an 

electronic copy of the Pretoria Triumph Herald Newsletter, e-mail your 

name to us on flynnstones@wol.co.za) 

As this is the final Sabrina for 2012, now is the time to wish all of our 

Triumph members and loved ones God Speed into 2013, as we 

celebrate the birth of our beloved Jesus Christ on the 25th December. 

Have a blessed and safe season from all of us in Pretoria. 

Best Christmas Wishes  

Bill Flynn. 

 

Europe 

 

The latest TRIB magazine from Belgium includes the following article. 



 



 



WELCOME 
 

A very warm welcome from us all to the following new members. 

REGION SURNAME FIRST 

NAME  

WIFEôS 

NAME  

TRIUMPH  YEAR REMARKS  

JHB Botes Gert Colleen TR3  Shared with 

Vaughan & 

Vincent 

JHB Lategan Phillip Bridget TR3A   

JHB Pearce Alan Penny TR3A   

JHB Malan Linda     

JHB Grondel Ed  TR3A    

JHB Ian Donaldson  TR3A   

JHB Lisa Dobbins  Capri 1600GT   

JHB Sondlo Vuyani  2000   

Cape Town Mason Cherry  TR7 1982  

Cape Town Saville Perkin  TR3A 1962  

Cape Town Woodward Stephen Shirley TR6 1972 Ex Michael 

Jacubowski 

 

 

Lǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ŀ ōƻƳōΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǘŦƛǊŜ 
 

September marks the 50th birthday of the Spitfire, the first one FC1 being produced on 11th 

September and destined for the International Motor Show. It was white and left hand drive, the 

reason I know is due to an excellent article on its restoration in the August edition of Classic and 

Sports car that I bought for a read on a flight recently.  

The Spitfire project was coded 

Bomb, hence the title and owes its 

origins to the Standard Ten. When 

S-T needed a replacement for this, 

they set about a project coded 

Zobo which became the Herald.  



 

Initially released with a 948cc engine that was underpowered before being upgraded into an 1147 

version. The styling for the Herald was one of the first commissions for Giovanni Michelotti, a name 

that was to become synonymous with Triumph throughout the 60s and early 70s. The car was 

produced with a chassis due to production requirements with the body, because BMC had taken over 

one of S-Tôs body suppliers and panels were no longer available. 

With 

the production of CKD kits for the export market also envisaged, using what seemed a retrograde 

step became more practical. With a separate chassis, this could be accurately assembled on a 

production jig and smaller parts produced by one of the S-T companies bolted on. It also gave the 

opportunity to have a chassis that could be used for saloons, estate and vans, plus convertibles and 

others without needing modifications. 

Harry Webster and the engineering department had wanted to produce a small sports car for some 

time using the Herald running gear as an alternative to the BMC produced Spridget series. This was 

done by shortening the wheelbase, modifying the chassis to give it more rigidity and making the body 

panels, particularly the sills, so that they also contributed to the rigidity. Again, Michelotti was asked 

to design a flowing curvaceous car. It was given a twin carb version of the 1147 and a prototype 

made. It utilized the similar bonnet assembly as the Herald to give easy access to the engine, its rack 

and pinion steering plus wishbone suspension gave it a turning circle equivalent to a London taxi, but 

it also inherited the transverse rear leaf spring of the Herald.  

During 1960, Standard Triumphôs commercial fortunes were taking a major dive.  



They had stocks of TR3As they could not sell and the Herald was not selling as well as expected due 

to quality problems with the chassis twisting and causing panel problems.  

It had also turned out heavier than expected so the earlier cars were underpowered... Cash was 

running out rapidly and prospects were not great. At the end of the year fortunately help came in the 

shape of Leyland Motors, at that stage one of the major UK manufactures of trucks and buses. The 

deal was formalised in spring 1961, the previous management fired and Leyland management 

installed. The money was found for the production of the TR4, problems with the Herald sorted out 

and a 6-cylinder version of the Herald, the Vitesse put into development. With many other priorities 

in the queue to ensure the companyôs survival, the Bomb prototype was put under a dustsheet in the 

engineering department to wait for an improvement in the companiesô fortunes. 

 

Rumour has it that one morning the new MD, Stanley Markland, was doing a tour of the works with 

Harry Webster, the engineering director and one of the few ST team to survive the changes that 

Leyland brought in. When Markland asked what was under the dustsheet, Harry Webster showed him 

the prototype Bomb and explained what it was. Markland was obviously impressed and asked how 

much it would cost to put into production and how quickly. This was March 1961 and work went 

ahead virtually immediately, the contracts for the bodywork and chassis production were given in 

July. The first pre- production cars became available in spring 62 for testing leading to the first 

production cars leaving the plant in September 1962.   

The car was an immediate success, the motoring press was very enthusiastic about it and although 

there was a negative view of the rear suspension in certain quarters, this was more than offset by the 

positive opinion on the overall car. It was more expensive than the BMC version, but overall the view 

was that the purchasers were getting a better car for their money. Motor magazine described it as ñan 

outstanding small sports carò and other reviews were in the same vein. 

The problem now became how to build the cars the dealers had already sold, in the US the car sold 

6224 units in 1963 and 8761 in 1964. Add this to the success with the TR4 and the Herald/Vitesse 

range and all of a sudden the company was under production pressure for the first time in many 

years! As built, the Mk 1 was a little spartan in so far as there were rubber mats for the floor and a 

fair amount of bare paintwork around the dashboard area, this was similar to the Midget but when the 

MK 2 arrived the trim was improving. 

Already the company was offering a factory range of ñgoodiesò to enhance performance as 

development was taking place to use the Spitfire as the basis for competition.  



 

As it stood, the basic 1147 engine produced 63 bhp, when the Mk 2 came out in March 65 this was 

increased to 67 bhp by using a different manifold and rocker arrangement.  

When Leyland took over in Spring 1961, the first thing they did was to abandon the competitions 

department under Ken Richardson as they considered motorsport to be an expensive irrelevance. 

Once the company had been put on the right track, however, and they were building cars that the 

public were buying, there was a change of attitude by senior management towards motor sport. Harry 

Webster was given responsibility for this, got a team around him including Graham Robson, and 

seemingly the first this they did was to read the rule book, particularly appendix J, to find what was 

the limit on modifications on existing cars. 

 

The engineering team became very enthusiastic and looked at ways of modifying cars that was within 

the rules. In the interim, the works ran a rallying team based on the TR4 which worked well initially 

but the nature of international rallying was changing and was tending to become more forest based 

special stages. The TR4 was becoming very uncompetitive compared to the Minis and big Healeys, 

the 4 worked well on the old style mix of tar and dirt but not the new order. The team decided that to 

be competitive, the rough rallies should be done with a development of the Triumph 2000 and tarmac 

and track work should be done by a development of the Spitfire. The team had already started to look 

at lightweight bodies for the Spitfire and had developed a glass fibre coupe shell that had been part of 

the original Herald proposals; this later became the GT6 range. The major issue was the engine, and 

the team looked at how to get 100 bhp out of the 1147 engine. In its standard form the cylinder head 

was very problematic due to the siamesed inlet ports inherited from the original 803 and 948 engine 

used in development. The team developed an 8 port cylinder head using work done on the Triumph 

1300 range which was being introduced and with the prototype head, twin choke Weber carbs and 

various other modes including redesigned main bearing materials, they were able to achieve this 

target.  

 

The cars were prepared for Le Mans 1964, but 2 cars had to be got ready for the test weekend in 

April 64 and then 4 for the 

actual race in June. It was also 

decided to get 4 cars ready for 

the Alpine rally in July 64.  



 

So it was very much all systems go. Although the engine was still not the most reliable due to bearing 

and piston failures, the Le Mans test weekend proved successful and 4 cars made their way to Le 

Mans.  

In the end only 3 were used and, 2 were crashed and one finished in 21st place, ahead of the works 

Sprites. The following year 4 cars started and 2 finished 1st and 2nd in class. The first car came 13th 

overall and averaged 95.1 mph, not bad for an 1147cc engine! It is also interesting to note that with 

all the body and engine modifications, the rear suspension was left unchanged apart from being 

beefed up. Mike Napoli has confirmed that his Macau Spitfire also has the same set up but suitably 

beefed up, so the long and short of it is that in spite of all the negativity about the inferior rear 

suspension, it could lap race tracks including Le Mans at over 95 mph! 

In 1967, the Spitfire Mk3 was introduced, production started in January but the model was not 

officially introduced till March so that stocks could be built up. The 3 had many styling alterations 

including the bumper being raised to give the familiar ñdog with boneò look that I feel detracts from 

its looks. The most important modification was the fitting of a 1296 cc engine with a modified 

version of the ñLe Mansò 8 port head and new manifolds so the power was up to 75 bhp at 6000 rpm. 

A new hood arrangement was also added, the hood being able to fold down rather than the 

construction kit approach used previously. Opinion was still divided about the rear suspension in 

spite of its track success, but the car sold really well and the Spitfire outperformed and outsold its 

BMC rivals!  

In January 1968, Leyland was effectively forced by the British government to take over the bankrupt 

BMC to form British Leyland. In the aftermath of this merger, there were many priorities to sort out, 

particularly as MG and Triumph were part of the same conglomerate. Harry Webster was sent to 

Longbridge to bang some sense into the BMC engineering management team so Spen King came 

from Rover to head up the Triumph engineering team. The Spitfire Mk3 was selling well and 

although there was still much criticism of areas such as the suspension, it was decided there were 

more important areas in the short term such as the introduction of the TR6 that needed sorting out. 

The tooling for the Spitfire was getting pretty worn, so the opportunity was taken to redesign the 

body again using Michelotti and do an update. The design brief was to use the central core of the 

Spitfire and tack new bodywork on, rather as was being done with the TR6 where the original 4A/5 

inner body and chassis fitted was used with Karman designing new outer panels. There was a version 

that appeared in design with flip up headlights a la Lotus Elan, but the final version had a very strong 

family resemblance to many of the Triumph cars being introduced and sold at the time. 



 

There was also a question about which engine to use. A lot of work had been done on a slant 4 engine 

that Triumph were developing for Saab and would be fitted into the very successful Dolomite range 

as well as the proposed TR7, there was speculation this might be fitted into a ñnew ñ Spitfire.  

At the same time there was also much speculation about where the US was heading time in terms of 

exhaust emission requirements and as the US was by far and away Triumphôs biggest market, this 

was having major impact on decisions. Given the fact that much of the BL management was 

incapable of deciding anything, it took a lot of time to decide any new policy! 

 

In the end, when the Mk4 was 

introduced in October 1970, it had a 

new design shape, the suspension had 

been modified to get rid of the 

problems with the transverse leaf and 

had the same1300 engine from the Mk 

3, albeit a bit slower due to all the 

exhaust emission kit tacked on. The 

shape took its cue from the Triumph 

2000 body with scooped tail and 

headlights. This saw use in the Stag 

and Dolomite ranges as well. The rear 

suspension was modified so that the transverse spring was located on the rear differential casing and 

was free to pivot when the body rolled so effectively the rear wheels remained upright rather than the 

previous arrangement where the spring was located on the body. This was a cheaper solution than the 

GT6 version that used a wishbone arrangement. The dashboard was given an all wood look in 

common with the rest of the Triumph range and the car was well received by the press, all 

unfavourable comment about the suspension had gone and there was unanimous praise for the way it 

handled. Needless to say the fact it was slower did not go unnoticed! 

With the myriad of new laws coming from the US concerning emission requirements, it was felt that 

the 1300 engine needed to be upgraded and brought into these new requirements. There was no way 

the bore could be increased safely but as had already been done with the 2000 engine going to 2500, 

the stroke could be lengthened and this was done to raise the capacity to 1493 cc. The new engine 

gave very much better performance that was the intention and also allowed it to comply with the 

current US emission requirements. This was introduced in 1974 and for the rest of the world had twin 

SU carbs which gave 71 bhp (DIN) and for the first time a genuine 100mph capability.  



Also at the same time a new gearbox was fitted which had all syncromesh. This was a development 

of a box first fitted to the Morris Marina and marked a definite advantage over the previous box.  

There was one significant development, because the BMC A series had effectively come to the end of 

its design life, when the Spridgets needed an upgrade to overcome the US laws, the replacement 

engine came in the form of the Triumph 1500 one, the founders of MG must have been spinning in 

their graves!! 

In early 1975, the British Leyland operation ran out of money and were effectively nationalized by 

the government. This caused even more indecision than previously, if that was possible! In the end 

they decided that they could not make any money out of sports cars and so the Spitfire, and the 

Midget, were left to solider on with no more investment. At the same time inflation was running 

amok in the UK economy so the whole car industry was becoming less competitive. In 1978, 21,189 

Spifires were produced but this had dropped to 7,456 in 1980, unfortunately in August 1980 the last 

Spitfire rolled of the Canley assembly line. 

Jamie Hart with thanks to Graham Robson & Classic Cars & Sports cars 

  

Birthdays 
 

A óSPITô PARTY TO REMEMBER  

I am of course referring to the 50th birthday celebration party we gave our Spitfires recently. To be 

more precise, it is the Triumph Spitfire golden anniversary (October 1962 - October 2102) 

celebration we organised and hosted on Saturday, 6th October, at the SAAF Museum, AFB Swartkop 

in Valhalla, Pretoria. 

After months of planning, consultation, invitations, and trips to the venue, things were well on track 

with 70 cars promised for the big event to take place on Saturday, 8 September at the air base 

mentioned above. On Friday morning, 7 September, the unexpected phone call came telling us to 

postpone the event because of forecasted heavy rain.  After frantic phone calls and urgent emails by 

our committee members and volunteers, informing prospective participants to stay away, I really felt 

deflated if not the moer in! To crown it all, not a single drop of rain fell, least of all at the air base 

where I was sitting on the Saturday morning in order to send home any participants who may not 

have received the unwelcome news.   

Well, after we were given a new date by the command of the air base, we had to start all over again 

but the sad part is that many people had already made other arrangements for the new date of 6 

October. The good part is that it gave other people who could not attend in September, the 

opportunity to be at the second attempt. 



 And what an attempt it was! We eventually had 77 cars promised and October was perhaps 

historically more appropriate a date than September too. 

We needed 24 Spitfires to form the figure 50 for the aerial photo and 46 other cars to form the laurel 

wreath around them according to the scale plan I devised for the commemorative photograph.  

With 29 Spitties entered I felt very confident, yet 25 of them pitched. Two Spitfires did not make it 

due to mechanical problems along the way while two more went AWOL.  The remaining 45 cars 

consisted of 37 other Triumphs (mainly TRôs, a few GT6ôs, Stags as well as a lone Herald and a 

Roadster), 4 MGôs, a Lynx, Austin Healy and a Panhard. What on earth was the Messerschmitt 

(bubble car), complete with machine gun, doing at the show?  The answer is simple: the TRôs 

appeared rather insecure by the extraordinary large number of Spitties. Not being used to nearly 

being matched in numbers at a gathering of Triumphs in SA, they organised the proverbial 

Messerschmitt to keep all the Spitfires in check! 

The event was really a very good combined effort between the Pretoria and Johannesburg TSCC 

members as well as a relatively large number of Spitfire owners who are not club members at present 

but who were enthusiastic enough to bring their cars to the historic once-off party. We are also very 

happy that some of our friends in the MG Car Club, Northern Centre (Pretoria) joined us. 

CENTRE / CLUB ALL CARS  SPITFIRES 

Pretoria 34 15 

Johannesburg 21 1 

Non-club 11 9 

MG Car Club 4 - 

TOTAL 70 25 

 

The official air force photographer used a helicopter for the aerial shot of the 70 cars presented in 

front of the control tower. Participants also had the opportunity to photograph their Triumphs with 

either the P51 Mustang or the Vampire jet made available for us from the hangars of the air force 

Museum. This is quite significant in that the Mustang was the very last propeller driven fighter 

aircraft used by the SA Air Force, while the Vampire fighter jet was the first to be used in that role. 

Saturday, 6th October was a beautiful if not very hot sunny day that was also a óWings and Wheels 

Dayô at the Air Force Museum. Being the first Saturday of the month the Museum invites classic car 

clubs to bring their cars along while some of the Museumôs aircraft are being flown. Accordingly the 

Morris Minor Club as well as the Alfa Romeo Club had car gatherings but they did not come near to 

being as spectacular in numbers and display as ours.  It was so good to see and hear the Harvardôs 

taking off and landing while that peculiar propeller noise brought back some very nostalgic memories 

of yesteryear. 



 

We concluded the day with a óbring and braaiô at Bokkie Park, the lapa at the air base. It was also 

very pleasing that quite a number of club membersô whose cars are not on the road came along to 

give us some moral support. However, a big thank you is owed to Terry Murphy, Bill Sales, Mike 

Billson, and Fanie du Plessis who prepared the parking for the photo presentation of the cars on 

Friday, 5th October.  

The result of their hard work is clearly evidenced by the fantastic aerial photo.  Thank you too to 

Cathy Pienaar who took care of the regalia sales as well as the hat we sent around to collect donations 

for the Air Force Museum. A word of appreciation and thanks is expressed to all who made 

contributions. The most important thank you goes to all our participants who persevered despite the 

postponement and who supported our effort in such good numbers that we can look back at a óSpit 

Partyô that will be remembered for a long time. 

Nols 

 See Photo on back cover. 

 

A Truly Memorable 40 th Celebration 

By Dennis Cook 

Cape Town is known as the mother city, which is why the best ideas 

are born here. In  1972 one Mike Allen was responsible for the 

formation of the Triumph Cape Town club after advertising in the 

Cape Argus for like-minded people to meet and form a club of 

Triumph enthusiasts. Mike was probably one of the first to undertake 

a complete restoration of a TR and his enthusiasm got things going. 

For the first couple of years meetings were held in local hotels and 

private homes of members but then Mike joined the first wave of 

those who had ñpacked for Perthò. Fortunately the club kept going, 

because in 1974 it was decided to become a centre of the TR register 

of South Africa, formed by the late Graham Cheetham, and which was on its way to becoming a 

national organisation. 

Sundayôs commemorative celebration at the Protea hotel in Stellenbosch was an unqualified success 

due to the dedicated organisation of a committee that had been formed to organise the event. The 

attention to detail ensured that everything went smoothly. Although we fell only a little short of the 

target of 40 cars, there was a good display of almost all of the Triumph models from the truly vintage 

looking Roadster of Dr Gert Vlok, through all the TR models, a saloon, a Stag and even the Herald 

convertible of Dave Gordon.  There were a few cars seen for the first time along with several new 

members, but it did not seem to take very long for people to get chatting, renewing old friendships or 

making new ones. Notably scarce however were the Michelotti cars, so come on Jamie; we need your 

TR4A.  

Some of those who have the longest unbroken record of membership of the Cape Town centre, 

including Brian and Sheila Maggs, Nick Paxinos, Roger Robeck, Dave Gordon and Gert Vlok 

seemed pleasantly surprised to see old faces from the 70ôs such as former Club chairman Rob 

Ingleby as well as Pat and Marlene Ellis. There was much hugging, kissing and exclamations all 

round and the mood was set for a congenial lunch.   

 

Chairman Gerhard asked for a minuteôs silence to remember all of the Clubôs friends who had passed 

on and expressed the view that the enviable reputation of the Cape Town club was due to the 

dedication of the past chairmen as well as the members. In a reflective speech Dennis, who had 

joined the CT club with Mike Allan and others, said that the club has always been a source of 

friendship, fun and entertainment as well as truly amazing support in keeping our TRôs on the road.  

He expressed his thanks to many of those present who had helped him in some way. The Triumph 

sports car club and the Cape Town centre had always offered not only an amazing way of sharing 

interest in these cars but of providing a friendship and camaraderie not found in many other motoring 



clubs. What is so special about our club, he said, is that it is classless, cementing lasting friendships 

around this marque and its special cars 

A plentiful lunch was enjoyed by all; enhanced by top estate wines so generously donated by 

sponsors and all too soon it was time to head home. I know that more than one of the old hands who 

no longer own a Triumph has felt the tug on the memory and that we may expect to get a few new 

members and cars soon. 

 

 

GT6 MK2 REBUILD 
By GEOFF KRIEL  

 

 BACKGROUND 
 

I have always had a soft spot for the Triumph GT6.  Over the years I have read many articles in 

various magazines of which most were very complimentary but without exception they all had two 

negative reports about this ñPoor Manôs E-Typeò.  Firstly the handling was heavily criticised by all 

and sundry.  This was due to the transverse leaf spring rear suspension inherited from the Spitfire era 

and secondly was that the cabin got unpleasantly hot especially in the warmer climates. 

While attending the Maselspoort Nationals in 2008 I really was ñtickled pinkò by the two GT6ôs that 

were in attendance.  Both Mk3 models.   

My fascination was such that I made various enquiries at the Nationals and let it be known that I was 

in the market for a GT6.  At the time I figured that this little car would be a great partner for my TR6.  

As luck would have it two weeks after the Nationals Nols Pienaar phoned to say that he had located a 

GT6 in Pretoria.  The wonderful news was that it was a MK2.  This model is the rarest of the GT6ôs 

and even more so in South Africa.  The car also had the ñDò type overdrive as fitted at the factory.  

The car initially went to a prospective Triumphster her in East London with the agreement that if it 

was to be resold I could have first option.  As things turned out the cockpit was far too small for the 

owner.  He literally could not get in and out of the car.  Bingo, the car was mine and the rest is 

history. 

My problem of road holding was solved even before I took delivery due to this most sought after 

MK2 rear suspension.  This configuration was fitted to the MK2 and a few early MK3ôs but was 

discontinued due to high cost. 



My immediate plan was to race the car in the Historic Racing Series.  Although I lived in East 

London we had an apartment in Johannesburg.  I thought of leaving the car in Johannesburg and 

racing at Swartkop, Kyalami and Vaal, about eleven races a year at these three venues.   

No need to worry about the hot cabin.  Over the next six months I changed my mind several times 

from racecar to road car but eventually bowed to family pressure and opted for the road car scenario.   

Back to hot cabin story.  Only two options, either cut the hood off, not such a great idea, or fit an air 

conditioner.  The latter was the decision, which turned out to be a real headache and tons of work.   

More about this later.  The car was a non-runner so I really did not know what to expect hence a 

complete strip down and floor up restoration was decided upon. 

  
 STRIP DOWN 
 

I stripped the complete car to the last nut and bolt.  Engine out, gearbox out, diff out plus front and 

rear suspension.  



 To my absolute amazement the only rust in the entire vehicle was a small amount in the battery well 

and a minute amount in the left-hand floorboard.  No more than 10cm X 10cm in total.  All parts 

were packed and indexed in a ñpigeon holeò storage system.  Wonderful start.  All bodywork was 

shipped to Alpha Body Works. 

 

 BODY WORK 
 

The entire body, inside and of course outside, and the underneath was all prepared and undercoated.  

The original colour of white was traded for Sherwin Williams Jaguar 702, which in laymenôs terms is 

a dark metallic silver twin pack system. 

 

 CHASSIS 
 

This was sandblasted and given a coat of Sigma etching primer.  Expensive product but excellent.  It 

is used on the steel hulls of ships in dry docks.  Anyone thinking of sandblasting a chassis must think 

twice unless it is absolutely necessary i.e. rust purposes.  This chassis had no rust at all but I thought 

that this would the quickest and easiest route to get a clean and well-coated end product.  The 

problem is that the sand gets into the chassis channeling and is an absolute terrible task to get it all 

out.  Nevertheless, once the final coat of black 2K had been applied it looked terrific.  Even Standard 

Triumph would have been proud of it.  Chassis was now ready, on stands 800mm high, for the front 

and rear suspension. 

 

 SUSPENSION 
 

Front:   This was all stripped down, sandblasted and primed with etching primer.  Most pieces were 

sprayed black with 2 pack 2K but some in silver.  The coil springs were sprayed Triumph Tune Blue.  

In the assembly process all suspension bushes were replaced with poly bushes and spax ride and 

height adjustable shocks were fitted.  Brake calipers were stripped painted poppy red and fitted with 

new kits and pads.  Master cylinders were refurbished including new kits.  Silicone fluid was used 

instead of brake fluid.  The discs were in perfect order.  New wheel bearings completed the front 

suspension. 

Rear:  After the differential was opened, checked and fitted with new seals it was primed, painted 

and bolted into position.  Here again poly bushes were fitted throughout.  A ¾ inch-lowering block 

was fitted between the transverse spring and differential mount to lower the car at the back.  The 

front could at a later stage be lowered accordingly via the height adjustable spax shocks.  The brake 

slave cylinders were refurbished and new kits were fitted.  To complete the rear suspension rebuild 

new rubber doughnuts were fitted. 



 

 GEARBOX 
 

This turned out to be an absolute nightmare.  Had it not been for Eddie Steele this car would still not 

be on the road.  My sincere thanks to him for his wonderful knowledge and top draw workmanship.  

When I received it from the couriers it looked brand new in the  ñcrate mountedò packaging prepared 

by Eddie.  The box was stripped and completely rebuilt.  Whoever worked on the unit before had 

actually left out certain parts.  A host of spares was sourced from various suppliers in the UK.  I donôt 

even want to begin discussing the cost of this exercise, but was, in the end, rewarding to drive the car 

with the box and overdrive working so well.  Thanks Eddie. 

 

 ENGINE 
 

When the engine was 

stripped down all the piston 

rings, bar two, were broken.  

I can only think that they 

were not ñgappedò properly 

at the previous assembly 

stage.  A rebore was in 

order with new pistons and 

rings.  While at the 

engineering works cam 

bearings were fitted after 

line boring.  New big and 

small end liners were also 

fitted.  The camshaft was 

sent to Ritchie Jute Cams in 

Johannesburg for 

refurbishment.  I decided to 

keep the standard cam for 

easier drivability as I was 

fitting 1:65 roller rockers 

which in themselves claim to give an extra 9/10 BHP.  A new oil pump was installed.   

The car was assembled with a duplex vernier gear and chain. 

The cylinder head is a brand new unit, which has never been used.  This was gas flowed and ported 

to match Triumph Tune inlet manifold and stainless steel performance exhaust extractor.  The head 

wash chambered to 10,1:1 C.R.  Any higher would have been in conflict with local petrol octane. 

Three 40 side draught webers were on order with K & N filters.   

Just to add a final touch to the engine bay an aluminium tappet cover was fitted.  



 Needless to say that a new water pump was also needed.  The electronic distributor was built by 

Distributor Remanufacturers in Johannesburg.  Finally a spin on oil filter adaptor together with oil 

cooler was fitted to assist in extra oil capacity and cooling.  Because of the roller rocker assembly 

external oil feed pipe allowed extra oil pressure to the assembly.  A new high torque starter motor 

made all the difference to starting. 

 

 RADIATOR 
 

Most, if not all, GT6ôs run close to hot in warmer climates such as ours. The mechanical fan was 

substituted with an electric unit.  The radiator was ñde-tankedò and cleaned by a radiator shop.  The 

motor still operated too close to hot for comfort.  The solution was to fit a VW aluminium side tank 

radiator with twin ten-inch fans and a filler tank at a higher point than the stat housing.  All seems to 

be fine.  Very tricky modification due to low clearance of the sloping GT6 bonnet.  For those of you 

who saw the car at the Plett. Nationals, this is an addition since then. 

 

 AIRCONDITIONING 
 

Although worth it in the end I am not sure if I would attempt this again.  A Macs Aircon universal 

unit was chosen with the most compact evaporator in their range.  In order to fit this into the dash 

modifications were necessary: 

- The dashboard had to be made deeper on the left-hand side.  A new wooden dash was 

prepared out of which an opening was cut through which the Evaporator exit could fit.  All 

wooden dash panels including this new section were sent to Cape Town to be veneered with 

burr walnut. 

- The evaporator face was too long to fit into the space available in the left-hand side in 

question.  To this end the switch box had to be cut off the front panel and wired to the radio 

yolk in the facia. 

- An aperture had to be cut into the firewall to allow the evaporator to fit in behind the 

dashboard.  Then a cover was made to close off the firewall.  This also necessitated a new 

smaller battery box to accommodate a smaller battery.   

The fitting of the compressor was somewhat less of a problem.  The same swivel shaft of the 

alternator was used and two tensioners made to take up slack in the belt.  A pulley was machined 

and fitted to the front of the crankshaft pulley to drive the compressor.  The condenser, a Honda 

unit, fitted easily in front of the radiator with a separate electric fan for the air conditioner in front 

of that.  Works like a charm. 



 

INTERIOR 
 

In addition to the aircon a 4-gauge cluster 

was fitted to the centre panel in the dash.  

Similar to what was envisaged for the 

Spitfire GT project.  An airflow meter was 

also fitted connected to a Lambda Sensor 

in the exhaust system to display the air / 

fuel mixture of the triple webers. 

New headlining was installed with new 

purpose made black carpets and black 

upholstery all round.  This black interior 

fits well with the dark silver exterior finish. 

 

WHEELS 
 

The choice of wheels for a road car was 

centre laced wire wheels.  The chopping and changing from racecar to road car had me end up 

with Superlite mags.  Rear 7 X 13 and front 6 X 13.  To accommodate the 7 x 13 rear wheels the 

body was altered with all steel arches.  Tyres rear 105/60/13 and front 195/60/13.  Looks real 

ñraceyò. 

 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

Unfortunately I ran out of time before the Plett Nationals for this important phase of the 

restoration.  Hardly any time was spent on the road fine-tuning and troubleshooting.  Hence the 

new radiator system, re-jetting the carbs and Lambda sensor and gauge since the Nationals.  The 

running-in process is under way and hence also too early to really gauge out and out performance.  

Early indications are that this should be satisfactory. 

 

CONCLUSION 
This project exceeded budget by far and quite honestly for a GT6 the amount will probably not be 

recovered if sold in the short term.  A really fun car, which should be close to a 200km per hour 

performer.  The aircon, of course, adds a new dimension to those hot summer days.  Some will 

argue that a ñdrop topò is a better alternative and that is, of course, is hard to fault.  Having poly 

bush suspension has its advantages and disadvantages.   



The firm ride suspension is good for the road holding but the compromise is the hard ride.  Triple 

Weber carbs are very macho and sound great.  Donôt let anyone convince you that they ñguzzleò 

fuel.  If correctly calibrated and set up properly they are as economical as any other. 

 

Great project, great car, but too much money. 

 

TRIUMPHs from the Past 
NOT REALLY A BARN FIND BUT WOW 
In late September I had a phone call from John Dobbins inviting me to see a car that he had in for 

restoration. He refused to tell me what it was just come and see. What a surprise an ITALIA. 

Now here begins its story. 

 

TJ389 

This 1962 Triumph Italia 2000 came into my life one night at the old Wits squash courts (off Jan 

Smuts ave) around the middle of 1977.  As we were leaving, the headlights caught its unmistakable 

outline and despite my companionôs reserves, I recognized it from pictures as a really unusual 

Triumph.  Having owned a Spitfire (1967 Mk 111) for a couple of years, I considered myself quite 

fundi on the history of Standard Triumph ï especially the competition history (as it is so under-

acknowledged compared to other British sports cars of the day).  That an 1147cc Spitfire won its 

class at Le Mans in 1966 (also coming 13th overall) in a field filled with Ford/Ferrari big-bangers was 

something of an inspiration to me.  The Italia has always looked (to me) a lot like the Le Mans TRS 

cars with a roof.  Pity it does not share the engine as well. We took the registration number (TJ389) 

and traced the owner through the Johannesburg municipality.  His name was JH (John) Stodel and 

had inherited the car from his sister.  He knew little about the car other than it was an unusual 

Triumph and he claimed it had been bought from a motor show in Europe in 1962 by a wealthy 

Italian Contessa ï sounded a bit too romantic to me. 

  But there was an air of some romanticism as his sister was certainly something of a celebrity.  She 

turned out to be a very talented singer of the time ï one Jean Dell.  Amongst other things she starred 

in the long-running Taubie Kuschlik production in the basement of the old Chelsea Hotel in Hillbrow 

(Jaques Brel is Alive and Well and Living in Paris) where I personally had the pleasure to see her 

perform.  The car was first registered in Johannesburg in 1975 (which was a bit of a surprize given its 

patina just 2 years later) and apparently came here via the Middle East.   



 

John Stodel indicated that the rear lights had been damaged and replaced with what he thought were 

Ford Taunus lights, but that he had the originals together with some other items and documents.  The 

car has had its manufacturers plate removed and I am pretty sure that he told me that he had that too ï 

it had to be removed and new numbers inscribed directly onto the bodywork at the behest of the JHB 

municipality who were dissatisfied with the original codes.  Unfortunately I never went to retrieve 

these items from him and really regret that now.  Above is a faded photograph taken at the time that 

the Italia arrived home in front of my motherôs house in Roosevelt Park. 

John Stodel was willing to sell the Italia (R650!) and said that it was just parked up in the squash 

court parking because it had run out of fuel.  The fuel gauge doesnôt work ï but certainly all my 

friends just laughed because the car was not in the best kept condition.  Nevertheless we went to 

retrieve it with a jerry can and sure enough it started quite easily.  On the way home, followed by the 

same friend in the recovery vehicle I managed about 140kph (his speedometer ï Italia broken and 

admittedly down the Melville Hill) but it was not altogether comfortable.   Other than that trip and a 

few round the blocks, no other fuel has ever been put in the car ï it was just parked away and my 

intention was to save it as a serious personal rebuild later in life.  In the event that was not to be, but I 

am much happier to see it now in the hands of John Dobbins  - a much more competent operator than 

I could ever hope to be.  And he seems genuinely excited to be undertaking the work.   

This is all thanks to my brother-in-law, Martin Keyser, who is financing the rebuild and the car will 

be owned within a Family Trust.  It was his father who lent a cash-strapped medical student R650 all 

those years ago to buy the thing.  I had to quickly make one Fiat 500 Topolino run, from two that I 

owned at the time, and sell them to repay the debt.  Then he still agreed to me marrying his daughter.   

I have largely kept the car a secret because I became a bit irritated by people who did get to know 

about it suggesting that they take it off my hands as a favour because we would never get it fixed and 

they would.  Even my own family has sometimes questioned the wisdom of keeping it and especially 

(thank goodness as it turns out) of keeping it registered.  

 

 I have watched some of the Italia passing show on the Internet over the past years and got a little 

pleasure from knowing that there was one more unknown Italia in South Africa (and our possession).  

I guess I didnôt cover myself in glory in its storage except from ensuring that it was always in a 

protected garage or shed - but it seems to have emerged now not much the worse for it. 

 

John Sim 

October 2012 



 

 

John Sim was at one time a member of the Pretoria Triumph Club. 

The rebuild saga will be updated in future Sabrina. 

 

Tuning Standard Triumphs 
 

In Septembers Sabrina I said that I would begin, in this issue, of a ñCars & Car Conversionsò 1970 

book by David Vizard. Sadly I must recant due to this 160-page book being a typical ñ C & CCò 

detailed nuts & bolts publication aimed specifically at competition. It contains full -page drawings & 

even 17 full -page graphs of RPM against MPH for various final drive ratios against each gear. This 

book is too detailed & lengthy to be fitted into Sabrina. However for those of you who wish to obtain 

this the Google ó Tuning Standard Triumphs over 1300cc / David Vizard and/Cars&CarConversions. 

Eric Fletcher 

 

Wanted 

 

John Pote has a 1956/7 TR3 with a Toyota engine that he wants to remove & fit a proper engine. He 

is therefore looking for a Complete TR3 engine with gearbox (preferably overdrive) & all associated 

parts. 

Contact John on 082 057 9393 or on Theresa.piroddi@gmail.com 

 

 
For sale. 
 

Geoff Kriel advises that Dunlop SA has imported a selection of Sprint Classic Tyres. These range 

from 6.40/7.00 SR 13 87S through 13,14,15 & 16inch wheels up to 205/60 VR 13 86V. 

Contact Yvonne on 041 453 4225. 

mailto:Theresa.piroddi@gmail.com


 

From the bookshelf  
Septemberôs issue of Classic & Sports car 

featured an Alfa EFI throttle body kit for your 

TR6. Part No ATB 560 this bolt on kit comes 

from Webcon*www.webcon.co.uk).  It comes 

fully assembled with inlet manifold, linkage, 

throttle bodies, fuel injectors & will work with 

Alpha EMS. So first win the Lotto before 

placing your order at £1,794. 

 

WHAT CAR IS THIS?  
 

 

Name the Make.  
Name the Model.  

Give the engine size. 

Where was it made & when?   

Does it have Triumph DNA? 

 

 

W¦b9Ωǎ Mystery Car 
 

The Hathaway was 

originally designed 

& built in 1975 in 

the USA by Mark 

Goyette using a TR 

chassis & engine & 

brakes from TR2, 3, 

4 & even the 

TR250/6. It is styled 

more in the mold of 

a Morgan but has 

Volkswagen headlights. In the early 80ôs Chuck Hunter took over the design 7 renamed it the 

Hathaway Hunter. In 1987 the molds were sold to the UK firm Tripos & it was renamed the Tripos 

Hunter & 15 or 16 cars were sold. Then a Belgian, Jan de Buyser bought Tripos rights & molds & 

produced 6 cars & several kits.  



 

In 1996 Thomas Wiegand & 

Marcel Christ from Germany buy 

the name & molds & produce one 

car & five kits and the in 2011 offer 

everything for sale on E-Bay. 

This results in David Alcraft buying 

everything in 2012 and there the 

story rests, unless one of you is 

interested. 

 

 

My thanks to Gertjan for bringing 

this truly International tale to my 

attention. 

Eric Fletcher 

Thanks for the 
Memory 
We continue Bob Pretoriusôs 

booklet ñDown Memory Laneò which contains articles by several well-known members.  

. DAVID BLAI R (TSCC NATAL - Now Kwazulu Natal)  
 

This is where the idea of a Triumph Register for South African 
Triumphs originated.  
 
In 1970 Graham Cheetham, then resident in the proverbial 
ñhomeò of the British in the old Union of South Africa (i.e. 
namely Natal) was fired up by the idea of a Triumph Register 
for SA TRôs after noting   that the Triumph Register was 
initiated in UK (1970). The seed was sown and today we 
witness the results of his vision for Triumphs in South Africa.  
 
Graham became the first Registrar and today Nols Pienaar has 
filled his boots.    
 
The TSCC ï Natal has played a leading role in the 

establishment of not only the Triumph Register  in the Green Lantern Inn, but also in the formation 
of the TSCCSA. 



 
 
Over the years the TSCC-KZN Centre has grown be one of the strongest Triumph ïCentres in South 
Africa, under the able leadership if their Chairman David Blair.     
 
4E. DEON DE KOCK 
 
The Free Staters also want some credit foré meeting at the GREEN LANTERN 
INNéhere is the correspondence that took place.  
 
éDeon (eens ón trotse Vrystaater) onthoué 
 
Toe ek in Bloemfontein aangesluit het in 1985, so om en 
by 'n jaar voor die Rob Ferreira Nationals, was die 
voorsitter van Bloem Christo Prinsloo. Hy het 2 TR3's 
gehad en eventueel my TR2 raakgeloop en gemaak 
dat ek hom koop. 
  
Hy het my vertel dat hy en nog iemand by daai eerste 
vergadering (1978) by Van Reenen was, en dat hy met sy 
rooi TR3 afgery het. So Bloem moes ook betrokke gewees 
het by die ontstaan van die Triumph Register, nie net JHB 
en Durban nie. 
  
As die 1ste Nationals in Maselspoort gehou was in 78, sou hy betrokke gewees het, verseker. 
Want as ek reg verstaan is die TSCC soos ons hom ken na die 1ste Nationals eers gevind by die 
Green Lantern inn. (Later in 1978) 
Ek weet toe ek hom ontmoet het was Charles Mitchell en Bill James die enigste aktiewe lede, en 
Christo en Harry was groot buddies. Ons moet by Charles hoor of hy meer weet van die 
geskiedenis, want hy is baie lank al 'n lid. 
  
Christo het al sy TR's verkoop en sover ek weet is hy nou op Aliwal noord bly.  
  
Ek is seker Alan en Nols sal hom ook onthou, want hy het 'n baie sexy vrou gehad! 
  
Then the story  continuesé with input from Nolsé 
 
Dankie dat jy my ingesluit het in jou boodskap aan Bob. 



 
 Ja, ek onthou dat die eerste nasionale byeenkoms wat in Oktober 1978 by Maselspoort gehou is 
deur Christo Prinsloo van Bloemfontein bygewoon is. 
 
Nog 'n ou wat in 1978 sy gesig by Maselspoort gewys het van Bloemfontien (hy was nie amptelik 
op die lys van inskrywings nie) was David Blair, vandag voorsitter van KZN-sentrum. Ek onthou 
goed want hy het met so 'n snaakse 'Sidescreen' waarvan die hoofligtte so in die neusgedeelte 
ingesink is daar tussen die rondawels van  
Maselspoort deurgery en baie stof gemaak toe ons die karre vir die Concours skoongemaak het. 
Daardie jare het die organiseerders nog nie geleer dat die 'driving test' eers na die concours 
gehou word nie. Ons het die Saterdag die bestuurstoets op die stowwerige rugbyveld gehou en 
die volgende oggend die concours op dieselfde plek en ons het net 'n kort rukkie gehad om die 
karre skoon te maak want daardie selfde Saterdagaand het ons nog die dinee-dans ook gehad. 
Maar toe was ons nog jonk, opgewonde en baie energiek. Lekker dae daardie! 
 
 
Deon, ek onthou nie Christo se 'sexy' vrou nie; dalk het hy haar eers na die byeenkoms van 1978 
gekry. Ek het in elk geval so 'n 'sexy' vrou aan my sy gehad dat ek dalk nie eers syne sou kon 
raaksien as sy daar was nie! 

 

En TOE KOM DIE BLOEMFONTEINSE ENGELSMAN MET SY STORIEé 
 
Aan die Boertjie van PE 
 
Hi Deon, 
  
Sorry to take so long to reply. Jet lag hit us hard as we had just arrived back from Australia when 
your email arrived. I can't remember C hristo saying he was at the van Reenen meeting. I have 
spoken to Bill who suggested that we contact him. Bill  will find out his phone number and I will 
phone him 
 
Christo was involved with Triumphs since he was very young. He swopped his train set for his first 
Triumph and I remember him telling me that he went on his first trip in it, against his mother's 
wishes, and it broke down. He had to come back by train. I am going to ask him to write an 
article on his early Triumph days.   
I rode round quite a bit in my old yellow TR. My son has spent a lot of money on it such as a 
complete over haul of the engine gear box  and suspension (in Australia). We once rode through 
the area that  was affected by that terrible fire last year, just out side Melbourne.  
 Soutie (aka Charles Mitchell)  



 
 
  
4F. ROBIN DUNSTAN ï PREVIOUS CHAIRMAN OF THE PORT ELIZABETH MG CLUBé 
Sharing Tri umph Memories in Algoa Bay  

I have been very interested in the fact that your 30 th Anniversary is coming up soon. 

I feel you guys are doing yoursel ves down ï the TSCC PE was formed on the Main Beach at 
Plettenberg Bay in I think October or November 1956.   TR2ôs and 3ôs were the order of the day 
then and a group of about 20 had left PE on a Sunday morning for the trip to Plett.  20 TRôs in 
convoy make a lovely sound. 

In those days there was no N2, as we know it today so the old Cape Road was the road you took 
for points west.    Between Humansdorp and Storms River the road was bumpy and was very up 
and down. The Storms River bridge had just been completed.  
 When the convoy reached the Blaaukrantz Pass the inevitable dice started and one car slid on the 
wet road into the barrier ï which still worked as a barrier in those days.  Not much damage to the 
car and it completed the trip.  
 
The formation of a club was discussed and the decision was taken to form the club as a one make 
club which lasted for a while until th e then chairman, Jimmy Brooks, sold his TR and bought an 
MG Magnette. It was then realized that the one make clubs would not work as in those days  your 
hobby car was your everyday car as well. 

 
After a year or so it was decided to form a branch of the Spor ts Car Club which ran for many 
years and of which both my father and I were members until my Dads interests moved to model 
steam engines and I got married and moved to Joôburg. The same club is now chaired by Tubby 
Bennett 
 
From memory founding members of the club were:  
 
Don Foster, Edwin Hawley, Peter McWilliams, Chris Parsonson, Ralph Dunstan, Jimmy Brooks, Bob 
Fairfield, Frank Estment, Dr Harold Kohlberg, Ray Kingham, Robin Dunstan (no car), Don Lange 
(no car), Peter du Toit (no car) and others the names  of whom elude me. 
 
Dealer/Agents for TRôs were Broadway Motors in Broad Street, North End. I am racking my brains 
to give you more info but we ar e talking 54 years ago and I am afraid my memory is not as good 
as it used to be. I was 18 years old when all this took place. 



 
 
What I can remember is that we used to have a lot of fun in those days. The only responsibility 
we had was to go to work each day including Saturday mornings.   Legislation was not what it is 
today, commodities were so cheap and the volume of traffic much less.  
 
One of the pranks we used to get up to was start off from 145 Cape Road, hare down Mount 
Road, around the island at the bottom of the hill (there was a house in the middle of the island 
the owner of which would not move when the road was built) and back up to the traffic lights at 
Cape Road all against a stop watch. 
 
I canôt remember the times achieved but I can recall some hairy driving around the island and one 
or two TR engines suffering bearing failure as a result of the origi nal by-pass oil filter!!!   That long 
climb at full throttle was just too much and it showed up a bad weakness in the TR2 engine.  The 
fitting of a full-flow filter cured the problem.  
 
I hope that this is of interest to you and also the significant fact that  the chairman sold his TR and 
bought an MG. I am pulling your leg but it is a fact I could not resist telling you guys about.  
 
Regards, ROBIN DUNSTAN   

Robin joined on the trip to Hankey in  aé MaGnificenté w hich  with top downé it had the 

driver arrive hig h and dryé travelling at speedé 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4G. ROUX VAN DER MERWE  

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

GUEST SPEAKER, at PORT ELIZABETH 30 th  ANNIVERSARYé remembers his TR2é 
DAYS 
 
Was it like thisé??? 
Black 
Red upholstery 
A heater 
Disc brakes 
Xxx Michelins 
(and Beyers repaired) 
 
 
 
Here is a further snippet from the P E Centre newsletter as followed the 30 th  
Anniversary celebration function:  
 
Decked out in his Triumph regalia of yesteryear, a spritely - Roux was the Guest speaker at the 
30th Anniversary celebration function at the Hunt ers Retreat Hotel.  
 
In 1953 Roux read about the new TR2 being launched in UK. He was most impressed with the 
specifications and decided he would like to own this magnificent sports car.  He immediately set 
about contacting the then agents in the Eastern Cape, namely Barnes Garage in East London and 
Speedway Motors in Port Elizabeth, to place his order. 
Good fortune came his way in meeting this objective, when his then boss informed him that his 
services were required for 9 months in United Kingdom. What a stroke of luck. 
 
In order to acquire the sports car that he had set his heart on, he immediately set about doing 
the necessary paper work. He successfully acquired an import permit and then placed his order 
with the Triumph Factory in Coventry, arranging t o collect the Triumph in London on his arrival. 
The TR2 was to be black, with red upholstery and fitted with an overdrive, new disc brakes, a 
heater and Michelin XXX tyres. 
 
On arrival he collected a spanking new black TR2 and after his stay in UK he eventually brought it 
to South Africa where drove and enjoyed it for 27 years.  



 
 
In UK Roux, joined the Northampshire Car Club and as he was stationed near Silvertone, he often 
visited this famous track for club events. Later he also attended the 24 hour Le Ma ns in France.    

 

In 1966 he returned to South Africa and shipped the TR2 with 
him. 
 
Roux then joined the South African Sports Car Club in 1968, 
under the chairmanship of the late Graham Cheetham and later 
registered with the TSCCSA. The SCC was the home of many 
Triumph owners before the Triumph Register in South Africa 
came into being. 
 
The TR played an important role in his life. He wowed his wif e 
in the TR and went on a Triumphant honeymoon. Sports Cars 
in those days were also everyday cars. On weekdays one went 
to work in your Triumph and over weekends enjoyed club 
events and outings, leisure driving and motorsport.  

 
Roux was an active member of the TSCC- PE Centre and eventually (sadly) sold the TR to acquire 
a closed hardtop car, which more conducive to inclement weather, namely a MGB GT. 
 
é and then your Scribe was at this stage distractedé so we will have to get Roux back to give us 
the conclusion of his talk and memories of Triumphs in his life on another occasioné Prof Roux 
van der Merwe is now retired as a professor at UPE and lives in the retirement village in 
Summerstrand, Port Elizabeth. He concluded that his TR2 was an important part of his lifeégiving 
much joy and triumphant motoring.  
 
 

Sidescreen Triumphs Rally & Race. 

 

The main British Rally in the 1950ôs was the 5 day RAC Rally. In 1954 14 privately entered TR2ôs 

lined up for the start. Only one failed to complete the 3,128km course. The outright winner was 

Johnny Walworksô TR2 with that of Peter Cooper in second place, Bill Blakely in fifth & Mary 

Walker won the Coupe des Dames. This fantastic result was the catalyst in Triumph forming an 

official competitions department under the management of Ken Richardson. Their first event was the 

1954 Mille Miglia using the slightly modified TR2 registration OCV276.  



Driven by Richardson & Maurice Gatsonides (the inventor of the ñGatsometerò they finished 27th out 

of 520 starters. This was followed by Le Mans (see Sabrina September). In July 1954 three cars were 

entered for the Alpine Rally (PDU20, PDU21 & OVC276) Gatsonides & Robbie Slotemaker were 

awarded a Coupe des Alpes for run without penalties & sixth overall. PDU21 retired.  

But a privately entered TR2 did well enough to assist Triumph in winning the Team Prize. Next in 

September 1954 was the Ulster Tourist Trophy. Of the 6 TR2ôs entered all finished, including the Le 

Mans car OKV777, & to cap it they were in 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th & 7th place and even won first & second 

team prize. 

So to 1955 and 5 TRôs plus a Standard 10 (for Gatsonides) were entered for the Tulip Rally (This is 

the event that first used the Rally route book known as a ñTulip Route Scheduleò). OCV 276 came 

second  

In class but ñ Gatsoò was 5th overall.  

The RAC rally that year was won by Jimmy Ray in a Standard 10 with a privately entered TR2 

coming in in second place. 

August was Triumphs first foray to the Liege-Rome-Liege Rally with OCV276, driven by 

Richardson & Heathcote, claiming 5th overall & a class win, while ñGatsoò & Bourelly in RHP557 

came 7th. 

Septembersô Ulster saw the only entry, the Le Mans PKV376 finish in 22nd place. 

The TR3 had now arrived but in 1956 the rally regulations banned roadsters and so the team 

introduced hard tops, outside door handles & much improved sidescreens to allow them to enter 

events as GT cars. 

Come the Tulip rally four such cars were entered (SRW410, SRW991, SRW992&SHP520) This 

incidentally was Paddy Hopkirks' first showing. Only 17 cars finished the event of which 5 were 

TR3ôs gaining 3 Coupe des Alpes, the team prize and the Manufacturers Trophy  

 

Only 2 cars were entered for the Liege-Rome-Liege 

and SRW991 in the hands of Liedgens & Rouselle 

came second in class & 5th overall. 

It was decided to send only one car to what was to 

prove the last Mille Miglia. SHP520 averaged 138kph 

for the first 643 km before Nancy Mitchell & Pat 

Faichney spun out of the event. 

Three of the 1956 Alpine Rally cars were sent to the 

USA for the 1957 Sebring 12 hour with a result of 

first & second in class. 

Back in Europe TRW735 was first in class, TRW 737 

driven by Paddy Hopkirk getting third in class, on the 

Tulip. 



Ken Richardson used Continental crews on the Liege-Rome-Liege resulting inTRW736 finishing in 

3rd place; TRW735 came 5th with TRW737 coming 9th. These results gained Triumph the 

Manufacturers prize. 

VRW219, VRW220, VRW221& VRW223 were all TR3As painted in Apple Green for the 1958 

season and ñGatsoò finished in VRW223 first in Class on the Monte Carlo with the other three cars 

as DNFôs. Hopkirk won the Circuit of Ireland driving VRW220 & Desmond Titterington in VRW221 

was second. This car , but in the hands of Ron Golbourn won a first in class on the Tulip. 

The 2,138cc engine was first used on the Alpine Rally 

with success gaining a 4th overall & first in class. Good 

results were also gained on the Liege-Rome-Liege. 

1959 saw four new red TR3Aôs registered 

WVC247,WVC248,WVC249, & WVC250. These cars 

gave several good results on various events but no outright 

wins. The British RAC Rally saw Annie Soisbault 

together with two privately entered TRs win the 

manufacturers award when strangely the works team 

entered Herald Coupeôs. 

The 1959 TR3S story for the 1959 Le Mans was recounted 

in September Sabrina but staying with Le Mans 1960 saw 

three cars being entered the being 926HP, 927HP & 

928HP. Now several books show these as finishing 2nd, 

3rd & 4th in class which may not be totally correct since 

the Le Mans results show that they were not classified as 

finishers by virtue of the fact that they did not complete the final lap under their own power. 

However if that had not been the case then by retrofitting their laps into the final results then their 

class positions would have been as stated. 

 For the 1961 race however they excelled as the following table shows.  

P

O

SI

TI

O

N 

NU

M

BE

R 

REGISTR
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ENTRANT  CAR CREW LAPS 

9 26 928 HP Standard 

Triumph 

TR4S Peter Bolton 

Keith Ballisat 

284 

11 25 927 HP Standard 

Triumph 

TR4S Les Leston 

Rob Slotemaker 

279 

15 27 926 HP Standard 

Triumph 

TR4S Marcel Becquart 

Michael Rotschild 

262 



 

Now 

here 

come

s the 

outc

ry 

from 

some 

of 

you. 

 ñ 

They 

were not TR4Sôs they were TRS, go & read Bill Piggott he names these cars as TRS, the Autocar 

book ñTriumph Sports ñ shows them as TRS ñ.   

 

Sorry, but the official Le Mans results have them as TR4S and their result sheets show that is how 

they were entered both in 1960 & 1961 and you will have noticed by Standard Triumph.  

Another case of a myth becoming a fact. 

I have confirmed the situation with the TR Register and they agree, TR4S. 

Maybe it is a case of being easier to say TRS than TR4S. 

These used virtually the same chassis & engine as the TR3S but with new fibre glass body work in 

the manner of the prototype TR4.  

Despite being 68Kg heavier & 10sec per lap slower than the TR3S.  

Ken Richardson had persevered with these three cars & they were capable in the 1961 Le Mans of 

achieving a speed of 168kph.  

This resulted in them finishing 9th, 11th & 15th and being awarded the manufacturers team prize. 

Back in the UK another ñprizeò awaited them. The Competitions Department was closed & Ken 

Richardson was made redundant by the new owners of Triumph.  

 

Eric Fletcher 

 

NATIONAL ROAD TRAFFIC ACT (93/1996) 

On 8th June 2012, a Government Gazette was published calling for comments from the public on a 

range of proposed changes to the above Act and the Regulations thereto. The response time allowed 

was extremely short (21 days), and did not allow for much consultation among interested parties.  



Some of the proposed amendments were of concern to me and I submitted some comments on these 

in my own name to the Department of Transport.  

I also sent a copy of my comments to SAMCA. To date I have not had any response from the DOT 

and will let you know if and when I do. I will also ask John Dobbins, our SAMCA Representative to 

keep us informed of any developments. 

I thought you might be interested in some of the matters raised in the Gazette, and what my 

comments and/or inputs were: 

Regulation 1:  Definition of ñPermanently demolished vehicleò                                                                             

Read with Regulation 13A:  ñProhibition of registration of permanently demolished vehicleò  

The proposed regulations put forward a new definition for a permanently demolished vehicle and 

proposed that such a vehicle could not be re-registered, nor may parts of such a vehicle be sold.  

My comments were:  It is not uncommon that as a result of an accident the damage to one or more 

of the vehicles involved is such that it will cost more to repair the vehicle(s) than what they are 

worth. As a result such vehicle(s) are ñscrappedò or  ñwritten offò , which in essence equates to the 

new definition of  a ñpermanently demolished  vehicleò. Typically, if insured,  the owner is given a 

ñfirst refusal offerò to purchase the damaged vehicle. If it is a ñclassicò or ñvintageò vehicle the 

owner will, especially for sentimental reasons, typically, take up the offer and restore it at his/her 

own cost (plus a great deal of ñsweat equityò!) or, alternatively sell some of the parts to other fellow 

enthusiasts of that make of vehicle. If the vehicle has no special redeeming features the owner may 

be paid out a settlement amount and the damaged (ie ñpermanently demolishedò) vehicle could end 

up in  a scrap yard. It is the business of scrap yards to strip the vehicles and to sell the usable parts 

and body panels. 

If the above new regulations as currently worded were to be become law, it appears that motor 

vehicle scrap yards will no longer be able to carry on with their business because they will be 

prevented from selling the parts of the scrapped  (ie. by definition,  ñpermanently demolishedò ) 

vehicles. In such a case thousands of people will become unemployed. Alternatively, the owner will 

be prevented from rebuilding a very desirable vehicle. Surely, these outcomes are not the intention of 

the proposed amendment?   It is recommended that the proposed regulation be re-worded. 

Regulation 32A: Address details of  motor vehicle owners  

The proposed Regulation would require vehicle owners to place their residential address details on 

record in the much the same way one had to ñFICAò your details at your bank and ñRICAò your 

cellular phone details a while ago. 

My comments were: These days, annual vehicle licence renewal fees can be paid at many post 

offices all over the country.  



It is recommended that as of 1st December 2012, drivers also be enabled to ñRICAò the address 

details etc of their personal driversô licences at post offices.  

Vehicle owners could conveniently do this at the very next time a vehicleôs annual licence fee is 

renewed after said date. By combining the two processes a lot of time will be saved and it will do 

away with the need to queue up specially at some centralised point to ñRICAò your personal address 

details.  

Regulation 138: Two yearly testing of motor vehicles older than 10 years. (excludes pre 1965  

ñvintage motor vehiclesò) 

The proposed regulation will require a full roadworthy every two years for vehicles older than 10 

years. At the same time, it provided  that ñvintage motor vehiclesò would not be required to comply 

with this requirement. Of specific interest is that the Act (for reasons of its own) defines a ñvintage 

motor vehicleò as one made prior to 1965, which means that many of ñourò cars would not be caught 

in this net ï it will only apply to vehicles made after 1964. Since it would apply to three of my cars, I 

decided to put forward some comments.  

My comments were:  Many vehicles less than 10 years old are not road worthy ï just observe how 

many new cars have defective lights.  We do not live in a prosperous (European) country. In South 

Africa most motor vehicles are older than 10 years, and this regulation will impact most on the 

poorer section of the population. By proper training of traffic officers, most of the non-roadworthy 

vehicles could be taken off the road at the many road blocks that have been instituted. 

There are close on 10 million motor vehicles in South Africa. If this regulation were to become law, 

hundreds of thousands motor vehicles will have to undergo  RWCôs  every year. It is recommended 

that the two-yearly ñtestò be made less onerous that the ñfullò test required with a change of 

ownership. Alternatively, the DOT must first give motorists the assurance that there are enough 

testing facilities available so that they will not have to wait longer than, say, a week for an 

appointment to have a RWC test done.  

Regulation 330C: Goods declarations 

The proposed regulation introduced a new DOT Form that anyone who conveyed any load would 

have to have completed, and have with him whilst transporting that load. I thought that this was a 

total overkill, and had probably not been thought through at all. 

My comments were: If the proposed amendment as currently worded were to become law it appears 

that the local garden service man on his way to the municipal refuse tip,  or a person conveying a few 

sticks of furniture on a small trailer will have to have in their possession a ñgoods declarationò. 

Surely this is not the intention of the amendment? 

If the intention of the proposed amendment is to make ñgoods declarationsò applicable to the 

conveyance of goods in excess of 100 000 kilograms per month, it is submitted that the new 

definitions of  



ñconsigneeò and  ñconsignorò  make for an extremely tenuous link in order to achieve this goal.  A 

(new) definition of ñgoodsò could possibly be considered instead. 

It is recommended that the proposed regulation be re-worded. 

Regulations 337B and 337C : SAPS clearances and storage of Microdots on NaTIS from 1st 

September 2012.    

These proposed regulations are of specific interest to all of us in the old car movement, and I referred 

to it at the BGM held in Plettenberg Bay in April this year (2012). I consider this matter as one of 

major concern. It states that prior to obtaining a SAPS clearance, one would have to have microdots 

applied to the vehicle. 

My comments were: Prior to embarking on a major/complete restoration of a motor vehicle it is not 

only prudent for the owner of the motor vehicle to seek a SAPS clearance ï it is, in fact, absolutely 

imperative that such a clearance be obtained. No one in his/her right mind will devote a thousand or 

more hours, and spend several hundreds of thousands of Rand on a restoration if there is the merest 

chance that it could later transpire that there is any kind of problem with a vehicle.  

The proposed regulation places the onus on the title holder or owner to ñensure that microdots are 

appliedé..in accordance withéSANS 534-1ò. Note: Presumably the places where this can be done 

will be made known before 1st September 2012. 

In the course of a proper, bare metal restoration ï which is the only way a restoration should be done, 

and which can take months or even years -  the restorer, in a quest for ñConcoursò perfection  will 

remove every square millimetre of paint (inside, outside, upside, underside) from the chassis and/or 

body of a motor vehicle.  Alternatively, the motor vehicle will be entirely repainted, inside and 

outside.  The engine block and cylinder head and every component including suspension parts, 

differential, gearbox, alternator/generator, braking system parts etc., etc., of said motor vehicle will 

be stripped down and cleaned, and/or will  be bead blasted. In the process the microdots, irrespective 

of where they were applied, will be either covered over or obliterated.  

Should the proposed regulations become law, it appears that the owner will be confronted with an 

insurmountable problem when the motor vehicle, without its microdots, is subsequently presented for 

a RWC at the conclusion of the restoration.  It is recommended that the proposed regulation be re-

worded accordingly. 

 

Comments from Club Members on any of the above points will be of great interest to me. If anyone 

wants to discuss any of the points raised, or if you want the text of the Government Gazette, please 

feel free to contact me. 

René de Villiers.   083 317 4339.   24 Septembre 2012.   



                                                                                                                                           

TUNING SU CARBURETTORS (part one) 
 

This is the second in the series  to be continued in Sabrina. It is the edited version of a 40 odd page 

book produced by the magazine ñCars & Car Conversionsò. 

This book was kindly loaned to me by John Dobbins who has owned it since it was published in 

1968. 


