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My thanks to the TR Register of Belgium for use of the Jan Rykart
cartoon & BillPi ggott 6s TRI UMPH TR for the bac

Belgian company Imperia produced 22 of its own up market TR2 Coupé the
AFrancorchampso, from CKD kits. The h
the longer deeper doors had wind up windows.

Ed.
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Editorial

Another full issue with a lot of fascinating sidescreen material gathered with help of the TR

Regi st er ORegistradMike Blifls3We also start a new series on Sdrburetorsand

some interesting history of 4 wHekive Triumphs.

However | am concerned that this year we have had lots, maybe too much, about Spitfires &
Sidescreens, whereear t he arti cStags8 on TR76s &

When you realize that there were more Standar
Sidescreens or Spitfires, how about some articlesoareof them?

To try & get the ball rolling the December issue will see the beginning of a serialized version of
David Vizards ATumipublishedin 29i0dhasrbabk ig rrow lang pub ahp

and covers mainly the 6 cylinder cars.

A request was made at the BGM for Sabrina to publish the namesvahembers. You will see

these in a new section herein. However please do not see this as removing the necessity to send
their details to Nols sthat he can keep his Registers up to date.

| have never subscribed to the Global Warnpaganoiaj ust as | di dnodot for t
the Millennium meltdown. | have a new theory & that is that the Eadlectonic plates have all

moved Southresulting in the North being nearer to the current Equator & the South (us) being

closer to the current South Pole hence this cnamter. Snow in Johannesburg roughly every 20

years yes, but snow in Pretoria !!!

ED

| KIANXYEFYQa [/ KI

As with many thingsy st when you start to enjoy it, then
really enjoyed the London 2012 Olympics, watching people that really worked hard for a

couple of years, lots of blood, sweat and tears to achieve the top honours!! Gives you a sense

of real achievement!! For us it was a personal experience as my cousin Shaun de Jager
participated in the athletics and was the sta
they did not get a medal, upon his return, he informed us that it washdiiging

experience for him. He already participated in many international overseas events, but he

says, this was a different experience!!

I guess it is exactly the same for usé When y
specific experience ih your localised club members, cars and friends.




Even when you have joined car runs with other car clubs, the local scene is different than the
national one, which is also different than the international one again. Jamie and | were
overseas in the Ukhe same time a couple of years ago and it happened to be the same time
as the Triumph World Picnic was on. We visited the event and although | was a little
disappointed at where the event was held, was really overwhelmed with the way it was done.
SteveRedway did his chat about the different models, had a couple of chats with owners of
cars and in general was a great MC. Saw many different Triumphs and also chatted to many
owners and enthusiasts. Overall it was worth spending the time and effort amdisi

experience their scene.

What am | going on about, you may ask?? | am merely asking you to consider joining us on a
national gathering. It is still a long time before the next event, about 20 months away, but you
have to start planning for it now ad@dy. The event will be held in Kwazulu Natal, | think

south coast somewhere. To enter and participate is not cheap. You will have fuels costs,
overnight accommodation, food and beverage
t he @A nor maduch aeregistration, wedceme function, dinner dance, etc.

But you have to eat any way, so the meal costs could be justified as normal expense. You
could also make it part of your annual vacation and take a couple of days either side of the
event andgpend extra time there.

The Cape Town centre committee has decided to try and help those that would like to
participate in the event. We are currently raising funds to assist with at least some of the
expenses like fuel. | am also through this mediunmngsthat the other centres do the same

for their members as it would go a long way and assist those that would like to participate in
doing so by cutting their costs and in the same time get more members at these events.
Nevertheless, it is still a greavent and | urge all our members to start saving and plan to join
us at our next national gathering in April 2014, you will not be disappointed!!

Unt i | next time, spring is in the air and
and joy amogst other Triumphs and friends, ENJOY!!!

Triumphant Regards,

Gerhard Vorster

on

wh a



REGISTRARS REPORT

| am very happy to report that Port Elizabeth Centre has really made a serious effort to help

me update the SA register of Triumph cars. They were thedirsspond to my request to

check that the details in the register pertai
this context | wish to thank Beyers Vermaak in particular for the meticulous way in which he

supplied amended information due terership changes as well as new cars not previously

|l i sted that he discovered in the process of s
on record. The only other centre that is updated is Pretoria because | do their register work

myself. | am nw waiting for our other centre chairmen or secretaries to do the same

information updating and to respond before the end of September.

As many club members by this time already know, by October this year it will be exactly 50

years ago that the Triumph #pe was launched. | ran a series of articles in six episodes on

this magnificent little sports car in commemoration of the event ifiinenph Herald

Pretoria Centreds monthly newsletter and term
terminologybeause | wr ote about creatures that O6spit
included information on identification symbols and prefixes in the respective model

commission numbers that can be used as a guide to identify the various models and their most
important components accurately. My feeling is that this information may be useful to many

more Triumph enthusiasts, hence the inclusion on some of it in this report.

There appear to be some Spitfires, a small minority | may add, that seem to experience an
identity crisis. |l have seen cars with raised
have pulldown door handles (Mk1) but the assembly plate bears a commission number of say
OFC513656. This particul ar catalfact Acaocan a Mk 3,
only be accurately classified according to its commission number because each car that is

commi ssioned to be built gets a uniqgue number
The prefixes, the series of numbers used, as welkeasuffixes in the unique number is the

only true indication of the model type and is therefore also used as the deciding factor as to

where the car can be listed in the South African register of Triumph cars.

| have in the past on a number of occasionsived details of Spitfires that | could not use in

the register. Why?




First, the VIN is a long number that does not in the least bear any resemblance to any number
ever issued by the Triumph Motor Company because it was issued by the provincial authority
when a car gets registered in cases where the original assembly plate got lost due to a rebuild
or respray. Secondly, the engine number supplied for that particular car is that of a Herald, or
even worse, a Nissan, Mazda, or Ford. Sadly, in such casast#ils of that particular car

cannot be listed in the register.

As an aid to our Triumph aficionados | am presenting a list of the years in which the various
models were produced at the Triumph factory in Canley, Coventry, as well as the production
figures for each model. On the assembly plate of Triumph Motor Company a date (not
stamped), 1965, appears. This is not the year of manufacture of the car, but the year of
manufacture for zillions of assembly plates that were used on Triumphs for many years to
come after that. | often get the details of a Mk3 Spitfire where the owner indicates model year
as 1965. Why? It is because he thinks that the date that appears on the assembly plate is the
year of manufacture of his particular car, not knowing aim'k3 only appeared in the UK

from 1967 onwards, and in South Africa from 1968.

TRIUMPH SPITFIRE PRODUCTION YEARS AND FIGURES

YEARS MODEL/TYPE NUMBERS PRODUCED
19621965 4 (Mk1) 45 753

19651967 4 Mk2 37 409

19671970 Mk3 65320

19761974 Mk4 70021

19741980 1500 95 829

TOTAL 314 332

Locally assembled Spitfires, as | have indicated in some of the previous episodes, do not

necessarily correspond with the above years of manufacture at the Triumph plant in Coventry,

Englan d . By this time we know that Mk 186s and Mk
assembled at Motor Assemblies near Durban fro
assembled at the Rover plant in Port Elizabet
assembled at the Leykor plant near Cape Town from 1970 to 1971. By 1970 the Mk4 was

being manufactured in England while Mk3 CKD kits were still being assembled locally. We

also know that Mk3 Spitfires could still be bought new off showroom floors in SduttaA

as late as 1972.



SPITFIRE VEHICLE AND COMPONENTS IDENTIFICATION

MARKS

PREFIXES USED IN SERIAL NUMBERS ACCORDING TO TYPE AND
MODEL
MODEL COMM. NO. | ENGINE GEARBOX | DIFF. RATIO
0460 FC FC FC FC 411
0406 MKk|FC50001o0n | FC500010n|FC FC 411
Mk3 FD FD FD FC 411
Mk3 USA FDU FE FD FC 411
Mk4 FH FH FH FH 3.89
Mk4 1300 FK FK FK FK 411
USA
Mk4 1500 FK FM FK FH 3.88
USA
1500 FH75001 on | FM FR FR 3.63
1500 USA FM FM FT FH 3.89
Mk4 Sweden| FL FL FH FH 3.89

The above chart is a useful guide to determine where your particular Spitfire fits in and if the
components such as the engine, gearbox and differential correspond with the model type as
indicated by the commission number. This obviously helps to estabéslegree of

originality and authenticity of your car as far as the main mechanical components are
concerned.

| will try to include similar identification information for some of our other Triumph models
and types in future reports.

Nols

REGIONAL RERDS

Bloemfontein

A usual, at this time of the year, not much is really happening in Bloem! The cold has kept us
indoors and thus open car motoring is virtually brought to a stop. This winter has had a lot of
days that the temperature has not reacheddgrees in the daytime and a few days ago the
temperature was only one and a half degrees at 2pm!

We have however had a few events other than our noggins. We were invited to show our cars
at the ASkil pad Feeso (donb6 tlorishadk4dOkmlbgside t he
town where the Florisbad skuilas discovered years ago. We were taken on an interesting

tour of the diggings and findings where prehistoric man lived.
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The main attraction being hot water springs and game, the springs stik lawtd} today as

they did thousands of years ago.

How is this for exciting our club was invited to a flower arranging demonstration by the

Bloemfontein Old Car Club! (a few of our members are also members there). This was

mainly for our good ladies andas presented by Elsa Kollner, the daughter of the late Prime

Mi ni ster, JB Vorster. El saés husband was al s
enthusiast. The demonstration was really very interesting! After the demo we spent some

time sampling vagus soups
and breads. Inevitably we
ended up with plenty of \
Akarretjieo tall
was had by all, including the
aunties!

Our annual
has just been on. We only had
eight Triumphs on show due to
Bill James being away and his
Stag not available. My TR7 is
also in for hail dent repair and g
respray. We were joined by a
Frogeye Sprite and four MGs to

make a fairly decent showing.

Hennie van der Walt is still suffering a lot of back pain, which is making him keep a low
profile. Heanor has returned from her work stint in Bulgaria and Britain, thus making our
members swell again by almost 15%. Welcome back Eleanor!

Cars in the Park gave me a chance to check out the information in the Triumph Register and |
have been able to findme new cars, and also changes in owners. | will be letting Nols have
this soon.

For now, cheers.

God bless & take care

Alan

Border

This quarter has been an extremely inactive one for us in East London. Besides our noggins,
which are well attended amshjoyed by all, we have only had two outings of which one was
cancelled. We were scheduled to join the MG Club for their annual potjie day but due to
inclement weather it was cancelled at the last minute. Just as well as the weather really was
cruel thatday.

11



We had our travelling lunch on Sunday"®Rugust with a turnout of 20 people. We were due

to start at 10am on the beach with doughnuts and coffee but again had to change this to the
residence of Hans and Nadene van Eck because of cold andweather. This,

nevertheless, did not change spirits and the party moved up the coast to our home at Glen
Stewart where Sue had prepared delicious hot seafood starters and pate and bread for non
seafood eaters. This went down well with a choice of slaemyof course the odd beer.

Then off to Les and Dee Cock for their wonderful soup. Les always gets this leg of the
journey because of his lovely soup recipes. Around the corner in Beacon Bay at the home of
Phil and Shirley Morris we all enjoyed a veagty curry. Again we make a habit of calling at

this address because of their fine knowledge of curry disbeBcious. The danger stop is

the last one for the swetdothed and this was at the house of Gavin and Nan Turner.
Dangerous, because somendot know when to go home. Al t hou
generosity behind the pub. We were served the most fantastic apple crumble and topsy turvy
pudding with coffee/tea and you know what else. Truly a lovely day out but certainly not for
anyoneon diet.

Pl ans are in the pipeline for a finight awayo
Alfred as soon as the weather is in a better mood.

That os all for now. Happy Triumphing.

God Bless.

Geoff Kriel

Border Centre

Cape Town

This reportw | | be a bit |ike the curateb6és egg, good
our thing in Europe and being very grateful at not having to put up with the terrible winter in

the Cape. We were getting reports of passes being closed with rock fallsveiviere

enjoying some heat. Two problems, most of the
and we had to come back. Result is all the rain that fell has been doubled but still none of it in

the rights areas!

That having been said, a lot has happlesiace my last report and although rain did stop play

on a couple of occasions, the normally quiet winter period has been a hive of activity with the
preparations for our upcoming @eirthday bash!

Dennis Cook organised a really good trip to the Rotdadvs car museum in Somerset West at
the end of May.
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This is very unlike its illustrious counterpart over the mountain in Franschoek in that it caters

for the type of car seen tay-to-dayuse over the years rather than the exotics in Franschoek.

It is owned by Theo Claasen who has the Rola Motors group in the area and obviously many

of the cars arrived by being trade ins whereupon they were kept rather than sold on. About 25
people were around for the visit but the numbers were pretty fluid on ocessp@ople

popped in and out. It was good to see Gordon Waring come down from Riversdale as Theo is

a neighbouring farmer. There are around 250 cars in the collection, most of them are taxed

and licensed and are driven on a regular basis. Mercedes fomajihiity of the collection as

Rola are the local Merc agents, but there were Trabbants from the former East Germany,

plenty of really classic American models and even a Triumph 200 in very good condition.

Lunch was then taken at a nearby hostelry whemees20 plus sat down to a really good pub

lunch.

The June run took the form of a run to the Fr
event. There was a relatively small turnout from the club but really good to see Neil

Camer onds s o0 n seplantyyafiraally wohdedut cars ameé the highlight was when

two Ferraris, and Enzo and an F40 were started up with an ear shattering duet. Johann Rupert

must really be thanked for having such a wondetigplay thahe has collected from many
sources,Hedel berg Transvaal 6s | oss is very much o1
Dreher, found a really wonderful pub on one of the back streets of Franschoek where there

was a roaring fire and great food.

The June noggin took the form of a technical questimhanswer session at the clubhouse.

Several new members came along, Peter Lloyd from Stellenbosch who has owned his Spitfire
since 1971, John Parker who has bought Geof f
3 Spitfire fitted with a Nissan 1400 engiridany topics were covered including setting

voltage regulators, tuning SU carbs and great use was made of the TR Register technicalities

CD. At the same time Roger Robeckds trophy fo
Downes for his lovely blugR6.

The July run went to Edoés Diner in Riebeck Ka
was such an enjoyable run. Unfortunately the heavens opened on the way there and every one

was absolutely soaked so lunch was literally a bit of a damp.séjisio on the way there

Gerhard was driving Suzetteds TR7 which had s
the pouring rain near Wellington it gave up the ghost never to go again. Gerhard managed to

get a tow home and discovered that a cam folidvael disintegrated and done major damage

to the engine. We are busy organising a morni
road again.
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The noggin at month end was due to be a talk on flying by Dale Jacobs but owing to him
being on duty an aatjumble and bring and braai was organised by Dennis Cook at the last
minute. There were a few tables of parts and a reasonable turnout of members, but thanks to
Gerhard for organising some really great salads for the braai.

For the August run we went ovilre mountain to th8huntingShed at Bot River station. The
previous days had been heavy rain and plastics seemed the order of the day. Sunday morning,
however, was bright and clear so the convoy went via Clarens Drive and the coast road for
coffee and dee in Kleinmond before journeying on to BRiver thatis at the foot of the

Houw Hoek pass. We had a really wonderful lunch with much banter from all present. It was
good to welcome Cherry Mason who has just bought a TR7 and also to catch up with those
who we hadndét seen for a bit. Many thanks to R
for starting out Nationals 2014 fund!

Forthcoming events include a trip to the revised Whales and Wheels event in Hermanus on
the 8" October. Part of this event wilkta 58 birthday parade for such cars as the TR4

(actually a year too late) the Spitfire and cars from lower down England such as the MGB.
The event has been moved to avoid the traffic jams at the start of the festival and we are sure
a great time will bdad by all.

Preparations for the birthday bash are progressing well. The event will be held in the form of
a lunch at the Protea Hotel at Tegnopark in Stellenbosch on Sufitkov8mber. We are

hoping to get at least 40 cars out so there will be mudhigtfit oil burnt in the days up to the
event.

The last event of the yeuwiill be a club @ncours and AGM at the clubhouse on th& 24
November.

JOHANNESBURG

Our club has been through some highs and lows since the last report. We mpassihe

of Koos and Trish Conradie as a result of a motor accident. Several members dressed in their
regalia and with their Triumphs attended their funeral service at St. Martins in the Veld
Church. Their family requested a donation to the church school libier than flowers.

Sadly, Koos and Trish did not getdee their newranddaughteborn days after the tragedy.

On behalf of all members of the Triumph Sports Car Club, | would like to extend heartfelt
condolences t&laine and Kate.

We all had to hold ar breath again concerning the health news from Christine Kennedy
recently. Alistair had a relapse and was operated on again. Alistair is made of the right stuff
and will be home again soon.

14



Herebs to a speedy r ecov e rthybedomingggtamdparentst€Cao ngr at

baby girl, Sian.
Our July Noggin took on a different flavour with a huge turnout of members and guests to
hear the presentation of tBéoodhound SSC World Land Speed Record Attempt. Dave
Rowley and his team outdid themselvéth very entertaining and informative facts, video
and photos, backed up by good sound effects.

They managed to support this with a #158ale model of the car that somehow fitted into the
boot of the MG sponsored MG6 Turbo (with the rear seats dowouose), which has

recently reentered the market. Of the seventy five attendees, we welcomed amongst our
midst, our Pretoria Centre members, Mini, Alfa, Austin Healey, MG, VVCC, Mazdé&MX

and Subaru clubs. Harry, our caterer provided a good spfeadimger snacks, thanks Harry,

and to my son Ross, who provided the sound interface.

Eddie Steele and Rob McLeod were obviously disappointed with the poor turnout of members
on the long run to the Tswaing Meteorite Crater, forty kms north of Pretolod.of effort

went into organising this run so it would be interesting to know why this great place was not a
draw card. There were equal numbers of members fromckatres thais just as well;

otherwise we would have had a repeat of the run todlke®osrand Nature Reserve. That
event in itself, turned out to be most enjoyabletggether.

On the other hand, members from both centres turned out in their droves to show their
Triumphs off at the Pretoria Cars in the Park extramag. The Triumph contingent proudly
showed off a wide range of models to members of the public amongst a sea of marques from
the European and American continents.
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As you read this, the 8Gnniversary of the Spitfire would have taken place with mletics
organisation by Nols Pienaar of the Pretoria centre and the results of the hotly contested Inter
Club Quiz will have probably overshadowed the closing of the London Olympics.

|l 6m writing this from a very cotthdmaakatd dry Bul
shelves are bountiful, the petrol stations are full and the people, including the police are
friendly. Not sure what the future holds for the country with the new indigenisation policy
though. We avoided Beitbridge border crossing and ratitered the country through the

back door (Plumtree) via Botswana. Anyone travelling in a car fitted witkplofile tyres

would be advised to either travel with extreme care or make other arrangements; the roads are
awful.

Regards, Mike

KZN

Nat i o fieanhaths A

Rudi Ventero6és TR7 is back in action with a re
My Chicane mystery noise returned after about 500km and the fault was traced to a worn out
bearing somewhere around the diff and psbpft. Problem solved with a new bearing.

The Lambirisé Ssang Yong Musso is back in
transplant.

David Blair remodified thetrailer that carried the stricken Mussod it is back with its

owner.

Cars in the ParkA smaller contingent than usual attended andamaeinjoyable day.

Ron Harris has been given a personalised number plate for his TR7 (see picture).

An entertaining outing took place on Saturday 9une when 9 fiumphs attended the

Autozone sponsored day at Clairwood horse racing coWwsewere invied to exhibit some
Triumphs and enjoy a day at the Rising Sun (local Tabloid) pageant and race day. Last year
racing was cancelled due towaterloggedirack so our pensions and héavings remained

16



intact.

This year the weather was perfect as we ghdwer Triumphs alongside the Ferrari enclosure.

All through the day the hopeful beauty queens were photographed next to our delectable
Triumphs while the Ferraris could only be admired from a distance.

An individual in our party (who cannot be named) sse@ that we pool our betting
resources and -in-eawgePhilipRvaoappoieted bettingsotiicer.

Sadly, the horses we picked after much deliberation are still running somewhere. They were
cheered loudly from our group in the stands but afpant being slow they were also deaf!

So, no fortunes were made.

Our next run was o4 and 1%' July to the delightful Dargle valley in the Midlandsth

some members spending Saturday night at Tanglewood farm. These folk were treated to
scrumptious meal by a highly rated chef and arrived at Piggly Wiggly complex on the
Sunday morning looking most satisfied. Other members met them there and after sampling
some of the fine shops along the way we had |
heatingthe dining room.

29" July was the Scottburgh Car Sha@md we were hoping for squadrons of Spitfires to
attend as part of the B@nniversary. Our loyal members did not disappoint and we had a total
of 19 Spitfires thatled the parade in date of build erd What a sight! There were also
3xTR3s /2xTR4s/ 10xtr7s/ 2X Stags and a beautiful Vitesse. Reinforcements also turned up
from Pretoria and our thanks to Bill and Helen Flynn, Bill Sales and Lappies Labuschagne.
Terry Murphy dr ove Bouteve stilhodrsidel HYond ob ourt otvre hee v e n
is just on loan to Pretoria!

Keep the RRRevs up!Darryl
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PORT ELIZABETH

In 2010, Nelson Mandela Bay was declared a drought disaster area with

our dam levels dangerously low. Well, this year it may be declared a

Araino disaster area as our dams are o0V
to the surrounding areas and leaving some areas without water due to

neglected, bursting pipe supply lines. The beach front was the worst hit

with tankers having to supply water to the hotels leaving our holiday

makers and hotel managers in distress!

During May we visited the SAAF museum in Southdene, in PE, and what

an experience it was with voluntary aviation enthusiasts entertaining us

with rich SAAF history and current restoration projects. Their latest

project is the building of a life size static model Spitfire, not a Triumph,

please! They have two hangers full of memorabilia displays and aircraft,

too many tWwWomehtaowi siit shoThéwkit you vi si
ended with the presentation of a Triumph plaque to be displayed in their

cosy pub, foll owed by a fAbring and br ac
Approximately 20 of us attended which included 10 Triumphs.

During June we were invited to the Gamtoos Citrus Festival in Patensie.

I n Bobbs dwmiwomdigi ng took the Tri umph:
off the N2 and then through our own Eastern Cape Valley of a

Thousand Hills to the rural village of Patensie, which lies nestling

amongst the orange speckled lush green citrus orchards, on the

bank of t he GaThesiaissver&packedmwithdresh farm

produce, cakes, jams, pannekoek, lots of food and of course a pub.

Various South African singers entertained us whilst having some

Afrostieso and red winedwhidlinduded71 2 me mb e
Triumphs. We were joined by our Jeffreys Bay members, Johan Marais

and Keith Marsh. It was also the first outing for Mile in her newly

acquired Magenta coloured Spitfire MKkIV, dubbed Funky Lizzy. | left my

TR3A at home armsdknges ochearueipas a | ower b
What a mistake as | had to cling onto everything inside the car, as she

Afl ooredo the Spittie through Thehe <cor ne
trip back home was not too bad as | made sure to down enough
sedativesandspasm rel axers in the pub!o
During July we cel e'bAnmversayandWwhataSpi t f i r ed
celebration it was! Johan Marais, on his own, organised everything in

Jeffreys Bay. We started off with a Triumph display at the local Builders

Express and were joined by local classic car and some Street-Rod

enthusiasts; 50 cars in total | think? We had 17 Triumphs on display

which included 10 Spitfires. Johands ir
displayed inside Builders Express, a week before the time already and

with story board placards depicting the history of the Triumph marque,

and promoting the marque.
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All his efforts were rewarded with the recruitment of three new members

and

fourth one in waiting. We welcome Eugene Schroeder from
Humansdorp, Spitfire Mk3, and Gert Ferreira from Patensie, Spitfire Mk2,
and David Rademan from PE, Triumph 1300 FWD, to the club. We trust

that youoll enjoy being in the club anc
expectations.On arrival, Builders Express pr o\
goody bago with items too many to ment.

draws which included 5I engine oils, 50I exterior paints, power drills,
tools, door bells, vouchers worth R1000, etc!!! Hats off to Johan! Give

that man aBellslWe t hen

pr oc e elfbesdfortabringamch an o s

braai and were also entertained by his wife Santa who made the best

its first trip to Jeffreys Bay in time fo he 5
celebrations. Mi

chael

we obdve
your

ATi psy Tarto
ADi d she wuse
KWV J o hBéiks#Aromaar
dit was lekker!! They even
had a special Spitfire 50"
Anniversary cake which was
ceremoniously cut! Spitfire 50™

On the motoring front, Deon

de Kockds Spitfire
project has been completed
with his bank account depleted
but 1 tdés a real
0" Spitfire Anniversary
Kochos

e
10

r

beau

Vitesse | s

the body shop, whilst Harold Heunis is busy sorting out some

expensivemechani cal

wor k! Poor Mi chael €
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Mil e is enj oyi ndunkydirzy, And alnwatly irSqumetl hel r e ,
that she wants Gold at the next Nationals; so here we go again!

That s all for now fol ks!

Kind regards,

Beyers

Pretoria

Snow in Pretoria; | am not joking! Yep, | withessed snow falling in Pretoria of all places. For
the first time since inoved from the Eastern Cape to Pretoria some 33 years ago | could not
believe my eyes on Tuesday Rugust, when that monster of a cold front that held our
country in its icy grip in all nine provinces, also left parts of Gauteng covered in an iey whit
blanket.

But Triumph matters continued as usual. After the fantastic national event in Plett at the end
of April | thought that everything following it would be an aalimax. Not so. On Sunday,

13" May, we joined the Pretoria Old Motor Club at theiitBh Day and the nine Triumphs

on display from our club formed part of a great variety of shiny cars originating from the
United Kingdom. Ranging frorblue-bloodedold RollsR o y caedBgntleys to a very
representative collection of Austin and Morrisri4i, the display provided both a trip down
memory | ane and a feast for the eyes of those
The following Sunday provided the date for our annual gymkhana/driving test . This time
Terry Murphy, very ably assisted Byl Sales, laid out a really tricky but a safe and nice

track at the BHouse on Garstfontein Road. We were again joined by the MG Car Club as our
guests in a competitive yet enjoyable driving test consisting of two sections: first the cautious
option with the tennis ball in bowl, followed by the free style option where revving engines
and screeching brakes and tyres were at the order of the day. Mike Bilson (Spitfire Mk3),
followed by Arnold Pienaar (Spitfire Mk4) and Bill Sales (TR7 V8) took the firgteth

positions in the first test. In the fast section Terry Murphy (TR7 V8) took top honours while
Jaco van Vuuren (MGRi tog!) and Gary Chapman (MGB)came second and third
respectively.

Our June event consisted of the annual boot sale/swap meet thatosagain combined

with the Johannesburg Centre but held at the MG Clubhouse in Menlo Park, Pretoria. Thanks
to a sunny day there was a good turnout of members and Triumphs from both Pretoria and
Jobburg. 't was great t o frameGroblerdda, Huigoane |l ¢ o me
Liesje Tempelman (TR3) for the first time.

Gary Booyens (Jhb) sponsored the venue while Pretoria provided the braai fires in a really
enjoyable team effort.

In July Bill Sales and his daughter Nicole, organised the very dripganual Cats Eyes
rally/treasure hunt.
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This event is always held after dark, hence the name, because it gives participants the
opportunity to find answers to the cryptic clues and questions in the display windows of a
shopping mall. Nick and Rita Woabt the highest scores this year and according to tradition
(and puni shment), they wil!/l have to take resp
Bill and Nicole handed out afterwards were really great. Cathy and | came dead last and we
very significantly received a magnifying glass!

The first Sunday in August every year is the date for the annual Cars in the Park organised by
the Pretoria Old Motor Club. This year, on Sunday thett%e Triumph Club once again had a
good turnout of cars in aogd variety athe official Triumph stand, toliag a healthy 28 cars

at Zwartkopgacetrack Many club members whose cars are not on the road also put in an
appearance and enjoyed the gathering of more than 2000 vintage, veteran and classic cars
with us.A nice sunny day with no August winds saw a lot of us lazing in our chairs enjoying
our cold ones and picnic lunches in a laager of Triumph cars.

Our premier event for the second half of the year will be the Triumph Spitfirariiversary
event schedutkfor Saturday, 8 September at the SAAF Museum at AFB Swartkop in
Valhalla. We are aiming at gathering a minimum of 20 Spitfires to be parked in the shape of
the figure 65006 for a photograph to be taken
Triumphsare encouraged to attend as well because they are expected to park their cars in a
circle that surrounds the Spitfire display. Participants will have the opportunity to have their
Triumphs photographed either in front of a replica flying Spitfire, a WWRNGstang, or a

Sabre jet. The event will be concluded at the lapa of the air force base with a bring and braai.
Also on our schedule for September is the annual-ogetre quiz with our compatriots from
Johannesburg. This year we will be hosting, anuaé&e the brain teasing competition more
interesting, we invited the local MG Car Club to participate by sending a team as well. With
the MG guys as our hosts, we will be participating in the annual Jacaranda Run in October
again. That time of the year tereets in the older residential areas of our city are really very
colourful and pretty when the famous trees erupt into full bloom. What is nicer than travelling
under a canopy of purple jacarandas in a classic open sports car? Remember, rumour has it
that you will experience great luck when one of the flowers falls on your head!

On the above colourful note | am signing off, also as scribe of the quarterly Pretoria reports
because | will be standing down as chairman at the AGM in October.

| enjoyed repding our stories from north of the Jukskei over the last couple of years and
believe that our Sabrina readers can look forward to better tales from another pen in the
Jacaranda City in future issuesS#brina. Nols
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WELCOME

A very warm welcora from us all to the following new members.

REGION SURNAME FIRST WI F E 6 { TRIUMPH YEAR | REMARKS
NAME NAME
KZN Pope Moira Good cleaner
KZN Morgan Rowland Bond Equipe | 1969
GT 2000
KZN Kerr Gavin Audrey TR7 Ex John Kerr
Cape Town | Pienaar Greg Spitfire MKIIl | 1968
Cape Town | Scheepers Bert TR3 & TR4
Cape Town | Theo Rijs Spitfire MK 1964 Father & son
Cape Town | Brandon Rijs
Cape Town | Wood Steve Shirley TR6
Cape Town | Parker John Brigitte TR6 1974
Cape Town | Lloyd Peter Spitfire MKIV
Cape Town | Hinke Nixon
Cape Town | Van Wyk Wynand Monique Spitfire MKIV | 1974
Pretoria Du Sautoy Guy TR5
Pretoria Couto Leonel Spitfire MK
11
Pretoria Kamstra Taco Spitfire 1500
GT6 MK |
Pretoria Templeman Hugo TR3
Pretoria Gurnell Eddy SpitfireMKIIl | MKIII
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25 YEARS WITH A TRIUMPH SPITFIRE IN MY LIFE

by Johan Marais

1969: Year of birth of my Spitfire MK3 at Blackheath, Cape Province, Body no. 238.

1986:Entered my life and being only the second owner.

1989: Met the late Neville Whitfad in Estcourt, Natal, where | took his TR3, registration no.

CB1959, for a test run. He inspired me to join the TSCC of SA. | also had the privilege of meeting
the late Graham Cheetham whilst on a Breakfast Run to The Natal Midlands with Neville and Lorna
1995: Semiretired to Jeffreys Bay where | met John Hartman, Bruce Puttergill and other Triumph
members of the PE Centre. | then met Keith Marsh from Aston Bay, who gave me guidance and
advice regarding the upkeep of my Spitfire. Keith is an expertrongls.U.Carburetors.

2011:In April of this year, after 25 years of ownership | decided to give the Spittie a body off
restoration in time for the 50th Spitfire Anniversary and to take it to the Nationals, for the very first
time in its existence. Henamth the fun and games started. Body off and resprayed, chassis stripped
and repainted with Hammerite. No RUST, no welding and no body panels replaced. In other words
my Spitfire is totally original except for its colour which is Metallic Silver; origic@bur- Protea

White. The engine was detailed on a stand custom built by another new Triumph friend Johnny
Viljoen from Jeffreys Bay. The timing chain, wheel bearings, oil seals, fuse box, door rubbers, petrol
tank grommet, water bottle and numerous osimeall parts were ordered through Beyers Vermaak

==
—

-
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and Ren e iIIir.
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The excellent service received from them made my job a pleasure.

The upholstery,

seats, door and back
panels were re

upholstered in red as

per original. The

carpets were cut and

fitted by myself, as

well as the carpet

lining in the boot.

The upholsterer

edged the grey

i carpets with the

same red vinyl as the
upholstery.

2012:Finally in

April of this year, 13
months later, the

Spittie was ready for

the Nationals in
Plettenberg Bayl.

¢ R—— : drove the Spittie to

the Nationals taking the old national road through the "closed" and deserted Blaauwkranz Pass. At
the Concours D'Elegance the car scored a tota
proud of. The driving test was colefed in 40 seconds. The Nationals was an unforgettable
experience. The same road was taken home after the Nationals without any problems whatsoever. In
July I organised the 50th Spitfire Anniversary celebration for our centre with a run to Jeffreys Bay fo
the PE members. A car show was sponsored by Builders Express. A total of 50 vehicles arrived to
celebrate our 50th Anniversary of the Spitfire of which 17 were Triumphs, including ten Spitties. My
Spitfire was on display inside Builders Express for akny@er to the car show with details and

photos of the restoration project to create awareness for the Triumph marque. All products used from
Builders Express in the restoration project were also displayed. After the car show all the Triumph
memberscame@t our home for a Abring and braai 0 to
Centenary cake with a red Spitfire made from plastic icing as the cake topper.

| include a few photographs of the restoration project and eventsragoned above

1)
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This is meely a brief summary of all the hard work and effort put into the restoration project by
myself and my advisor$.am looking forward to enjoying my Spittie for many more years to
come!

TRIUMPHSs from the Past

Due to the interest showninHenz Koncki 6s reproduction TR2
it was well worth revisiting Autocars article so herwith thankg& apologies tatheir

E.J.R) hereis my edited version okhat Autocar had to sayin 1953

Ed

Their Article was headlined @ THriee of Speed.

An outstanding performance by the Triumph TR 2 Sports Cat

That Ken Richardson covered a Kilometre at an average speed of 124.889 mph is no mean
achievement for awo-seatersports car with an engine of less than 2 litres.

There are seval cars with performance comfortably over the three figure mark but Sir John
Black has made it very difficult to find another car with comparable performance for a basic
price of £ 550.
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Performed in Belgiom on the famous Jabbeke road, an Autobahn tya@, which was
officially closed and runs were timed by the Belgian Royal Automobile club and results are

shown below.

The weather in Northern Belgium is very changeable with Monday MAwa8m & dry,
Tuesday saw rain , cold & windy at times. Early oedifesday morning the team set off at
0500hrs from Ostend to the Jabbeke road with no wind and a clear sky but with mist rising

THE TRIUMPH TR2 2-LITRE SPORTS CAR
memmmmmhmmmmmaweu

Distance ‘ Flrat run Second run Mean speed
TKiometre .0 o s 199.335 k.p.h. ~ 202.588 k.p.h. 201.005 k.p.h.
123.860 m.p.h. 125.882 m.p.h. 124.889 m.p.h.
EMile = 0. .. Geere e 198.615 k.p.h 200,749 k.p.h. 199.711 k.p.h.
123.414 m.p.h. 124,740 m.p.h. 124.095 m.p.h.
II. In touring trim with hood up, undershicld and using overdrive.
Distance First run Second run Mean speed
I Kilometre .......ooovnes e 185.854 k.p.h. 183.861 k.p.h 184.880 k.p.h./”
115.484 m.p.h. 114.245 m.p.h. 114.890 m.p.h.
1 Mile ...... e o R i .184.569 k.p.h. 182.995 k.p.h. 183.807 k.p.h.
114.686 m.p.h. 113.708 m.p.h. 114213 m.p.h,
]

1I1. In touring trimn with hood up, undershield but without overdrive.

Distance First run Second run Mean speed

PKilometre .- . e ; 180.180 k.p.h. 170.697 k.p.h. 175.353 k.p.h.
111.958 m.p.h. 106.065 m.p.h. 108.959 m.p.h..

LMile = o i e 179.360 k.p.h. 170.050kph. .| 174611kph
111.455 m.p.h. 105.664 m.p.h. 108.499 m.p.h,

Sir John Black talking to Ken

Richardson as he sits at the

wheel of the Triumph sports
car in speed trim.




from the canals. By 0630 the mist had cleaed there was almost negligible wind of only
120fpm. By 0700hrs the road was closed the wind had risen to 200fpm at 60° which did

not affect the averages much.

Monsieur Lamont was at the timing box & the trip cottons at the mile & kilometre positions
were in place & the first run started. The car seemed fast but the engine didnmbsmooth

and the 104.86 mph , while not bad for a 2 Litre car was not good enough for the Standard
Motor Company. A few minutes later Ken Richardson reported that a plug lead had come off
thus the speed had been attained on 3 cylinders or 1.5 litres.

The fault was rectified and this time the car sounded like something jet propelled as recorded
a mean speed of 124mph for the measured mile. While breakfast was being served to the

The car ready for test runs in touring trim. The men who performed the transformation scene are grouped behind the car ; they

.are, from left to right, Mr. F. Smith, Mr. I. Walton, Mr. W. Vickers, Mr. R. Wilson, a Lucas representative, and Mr. J. Parkinson.

fortunate ones the team of mechanics removed the metal cockpit cover &tedrikie car
back to touring trim but retaining the unggield. In this trim with hood & sidescreens in

place the car was only 10mph slower at over 114 mph for the mile.

What is this car really like & how does it perform under ordinary conditionsrdar ¢to

answer this question Autocar drove the car in exactly the say trim as it was for the second &
third set of test but with the hood doyas the mid day sun was comfortably warm.
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. Performance data
Max;mum b.h.p.,, 90 at 4,800 r.p.m.
Mammum torque, 117.5 Ib fx at 3,000 r.p.m.
Piston speed, 2,850ft per minute at 4,800

Wiring Driving lamps

mmmmmmnamgy
\
2 \
. \
4 \
s
, \ Y
e \ g
0 \
s
\
\

|c1 L
30
It
-] Z| 87 85 i
Switch
Watched by the Standard managing director, in the for Earth 86 4'/

the timing caravan on the Jabbeke road and enters NE
INin& Fuse =i

Earth

On the Jabbeke road it is not easy
to get a general impressiohhow 1
it handles but from the start the '
Triumph seemed right. It had a balanced feel with a definite amount of urge (there was a
marked acceleration at around 80mph in edreve). In spite of the fairly high compression

ratio of 8.5 to 1, the car was yeractable at the bottom end, on the fgysade pump fuel

used for all tests. Once off the highway one goes from sublipa&vi for the high speed
runs the tyres were set at a pressure higher than normal & were not reset for our run.
Nevertheless the ride was good, firm & well controlled without being harsh. The
scuttle was rigid & free from cross shake. On bends the road holding was very good ,
steering light & accurate with a pleasant amount of unde r-steer.

Just for the record | wrote this articleni June of this year & it was in no way influenced by

that in the August/ September issue of ACI|I assi
of Synchronicity.
ED

TR3TECHICALITIES

Fitting Driving Lamps to a TR3
By Dennis Cook

During our recent annu&loncours; while inspecting the mechanical functionality of the

car s, | found that some TR6s had been fitted
they had not been connected and fAwere only fo
|l had acquired aspato baéampsidunahglLubasréabuil

fitted them to austommadelamp/ badge bar on my car. Digging in my box of goodies |

found an original Lucas metal clad relay, still in its Leyland box, which I thought would be
ideal for wiring up théamps and still look the part. Unfortunately once everything had been
connected, the Lucas relay was found to be faulty and | subsequently had to use a 4 pole
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Bosch relay, tucking it high opudgéwsi ght
took my power sources from the voltage regulator A3 terminal, and the starter solenoid, as
these were considered to have the shortest run of wire and be the least noticeable. | purchased
an original Lucas pull type switch marked LR from an eBay supplierfigs in so well with

the original TR switches, and mounted this to the left of the steering wheel. | have wired the
switch from the A3 terminal of the Voltage regulator so that it only has power when the

ignition is turned on. | ran the wires to the [@ralong the front of the grille to try to make

them unobtrusive, joining them with pull connector similar to those originally used on the TR
wiring loom.

| have prepared a wiring diagram for anyone who might want to actually wire and use up their
lampsand have shown the terminals to be used for both the Lucas and Bosch relays in the
diagram.

A picture of the car shows how good the lamps look.
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From the bookshelf

The May issue of ACI assic & SpmAudtiisHe@legr 0 f eat u
100 on itscoveras their main feature f fiBar gain 650s Greatso After
tests and current owners views plus coloured photographs galore

The Author , Paul Hardi mano ends with two al mo
60yeas after they appearedéé. They still appeal
threesome will charm you in particular wayso.

speedgeac hange he ends by saying A Yeté.lodd swap
In their August issue they have a full feature story celebrating thé®0iversary of the

Spitfire.

A year ago in |l ast Septembers Sabri®2#Kour mys
now Dennis Cook has discovered a brand new DVD callediifornia Air i Kas Kastner &

Triumph USA Co mp e ThistsiavailableDrenp ar t ment o
http://www.bfcc.biz/triumphdvd/shoppingspecials:html

All for the sum of £ 12.50.

The TR Divers Aib magazine, in the UKeaturesin their August edition Dennis Cooks

Barn Find TR3A story, that appeared in Junakri®a, together with a personal memory of

my TR3 AJe mi phdownstoean inagComishdlash flood.

FOR SALE.

P Rose has a ommevner 1978 Spitfire 1500 for Sale. This car is almost 100% original and is
blue in colourand has Overdrive
Call 082 401 9481 or 039 312 2835 and make him an offer.

WHAT CAR IS THIS?

Name the Make.

Name the Model.

Give the engine size.

Where was it rade & when?

Does it have Triumph DNAhis was sent to me by Gertjaran Klashorst, |l didndédt have
clue wuntil he gave me some hints. By the way

30


http://www.bfcc.biz/triumphdvd/shoppingspecials:html

W, b M@i@ry Car

The LATHAM F2

was launched ikngland in1987&
was believed todthe first open top
road car to feature alomposite
monocoqueonstruction

The monocoque acts as a safety cell
carries front & reasub frames
Designed byPaul Latham Jackson whe
has worked for both Jaguar & Aston
Martin & subsequently designed a Mans car.

So what of i tnoS$pitfirebitsuhigperhap®uiguelyit uses a Dolomite

Sprint engine of 180HPcan attain 60mph in under 6 seconds & a top speed of 140mph.

Not surprisingwhen it only weighs in at around 700Kg. Suspensianafismission are also

Dolomite based with double wishbones up front, operating inboard coil spring damper units
while at the rear you will find the Dol omitebo
Other Dolomite parts includeont door hinges & lockplus instruments , fuel tank & a host

of other items.




Thanks for the Memory

We continueBob Pretoriu® bookleti D wn Me mory Laneartcwhbych cont ai

severalwell-known members.
RENE DE VILLIERS
The TSCC SA Club at National Level

With centres of the TR Register active in the main
centres of South Africa, Graham Cheetham, who,
together with some enthusiasts, had started the Register
in Durban (and who had affiliated it to the TR Register in
the UK) felt that all members of the Register should get
together at regular intervals. To this end he proposed
and organised the First National Gathering to be
held from 6 to 9 October 1978

The year 1978 has a special significance as it was the Silver Jubilee of the TR range of sports
cars, with the TR2 first being sold twenty five years earlier in 1953.
It was also the twenty-five year celebration of the record timed run of just under 125
miles per hour of a near-standard TR2 on the Jabbeke freeway in Belgium with Ken
Richardson at the wheel. So as to encourage members to attend from all centres, he
selected a venue that was approximately central, namely the Maselspoort holiday resort
outside Bloemfontein.
We were travelling in a convoy, which included, among others, Campbell and Gloria Millg in
their immaculate TR4. Some distance before Bloemfontein there is a turnoff marked
Glen/Maselspoort. Although Graham had said that it was tarred road all the way this was a
dirt road. But not just any old dirt road T it was (and still is) probably the worst dirt road in
the whole of the Free State. Not knowing any better, we took it. Soon we, and Campbell most
of all, were cursing and praying. Cursing the road and praying that there would be no other
traffic. We crawled into Maselspoort, hot, bothered a nd dusty. As soon as he had unpacked,
Campbell was off to town (on the beautiful tarred road) to have his car put on a hoist, and to
have the underside cleaned. And what a good thing that he did.
Records of the time relate how Dr Andrew Swan and Alan Grant had a late start from
Johannesburg. Apparently Andrew had to perform an operation that resulted therein that they

|l eft Johannesburg in their two TR30s at around
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As was standard practice for him at the time, Alan ran his black TR3 with aero screens.

Andrew had a windscreen but no hood. Although it was officially spring the very rapid drive in

open cars in the small hours of the morning was a memorable one. On nearing Bloemfontein,

they first tried the atrocious Glen/Maselspoort dirt road, only to make a U-turn back to the

main tarred road. Road markings at the time left much to be desired, especially if one was

freezing in a speeding TR in the dead of night. On the Cape side of Bloemfontein they realised

they had overshot the turn -off. Back they went, but when they again reached the Glen turnoff

another U-turn was cal |l ed f or . They finally trundled in
in the morning just as the rest of us started stirring. Atleast t he si ght of some
compensated them 1 more than they had ever seen together in one place before.

On the first evening, a welcoming braai was held. On Saturday the 7™ we showed our cars

at the local Hypermarket, followed by a gymkhana at the Brandfort racetrack and a dinner

dancelater t he same evening. Sunday wocoutsHaloweday of t
by a curry and rice supper, in turn followed by a film show. Last named consisted of four

movies we had borrowed from Darryl Uprichard from county Durham England. These

16mm films were duly returned to him by surface mail after the event. As an aside, it is of
interest to note that it was as a result of a |
November 1969 the TR Register was formed in the UK in January 1970. The lastsentence

in Darryl 6s | et t ePersonmaklyd drel the B8R ah exciling was with much
character. A ATROo Regi ster perhaps?o

Accommodation offered were rooms and rondavels that ranged from R2.50 to R6.50 per
day. The Concours was hotly contested bet ween Campbell Mi |l |l erds whi
der Merwebs British Racing Green TR2.

Judging of the Concours took place in two stages, with the top 3 or 4 scorers in each
category proceeding to the second stage. We were fortunate to enlist the servic es of Chris
Hofmeyr, a VVC member resident in Bloemfontein as an independent judge, who made
some very complimentary comments on the standard of the cars as compared to a similar
competition he had judged for the MG Car Club some two years earlier. Campbel won by a
narrow margin (92,75%) over Roux van der Merwe (91,25%), and added the trophy to his
growing collection.

Al-in-a | | 31 TRO6s attendeps
names were recorded in a subsequent issue of

Sabrina: TR26s: Roux
Rober t son. TR306s and TR
Graham Poynton, Graham Cheetham, Rob |
Ingleby, Janse Uys, Trevor Hall, John Moore, |
Geoff Harvey, lan Johnson, Richard Gant, Chris
Ferreira, Richard Baker, Andrew Swan, Alan
Grant, Peter Johnson, and Lourens Erasnus.

TR406s: | an Johnson, C
Ward, Nols Pienaar (with son Arnold as a

babe-i n ar ms) , Gavin Turner, Tony Harris, Derrick
Heath, and Peter van der Westhuizen. Neil Harty and John Bird are also recorded as

having attended, apparently as passengers only. The trophy for the member who had

travelled the furthest to attend the National Gathering went to Rob Ingleby from the Cape

Town Centre. I n his Chairmanés Chat aftéeér the C

Doug
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Trevor Hall whose car was extensively damaged on the trip back to Natal. The entire event
was an unparalleled success with the most TROs

In correspondence with myself, Graham Cheetham, on 22 November 1978, broached the

subject of expanding the TR Register to also include Triumph carsthatwer e not TROSs.
the Register expanding at a steady rate, he had noticed that owners of Spitfires, Stags,
Chicanes, etc were also looking for a home. It was agreed to take this matter further.

The third Annual General Meeting of the TR Register of SA was scheduled for 24
March 1979 , and in view thereof that most members at the time were in the Durban and

Johannesburg areas it was decided to hold it at the Green Lantern Inn at the top of Van
Reenends Pass.

The all-in cost per couple for the weekend from 23 to 25 March 1979 was R30.00. The
weekend was a mix of business and fun i from a gymkhana, to bowls. And, of course, the
AGM.

Twenty two members were recorded as present at the AGM, at which meeting it was agreed
to form the Triumph Sports Car Club of SA, which was to include the TR Register of SA
and any other registers which may be formed in the future. It is of importance to note that
the TR Register of SA was not disbanded. Club membership fees were increased to R7.00
per year, with R3.00 of that amount going to local centres.

A major item on the agenda was the proposed purchase of new and used TR parts from the
widow of the late Trevor Crozier for between R300 and R400. A list of about 160 line items
was tabled, including 7 side screen frames, 5 windscreens, 4 front over riders, 5 sumps, 2
chassis, 1 engine block, 1 cylinder head, 1 new crankshaft and 4 used crankshafts.
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This get together, too, was a resou nding success. It is
of interest to note that the hamlet of Van Reenen has
one of the smallest, if not the very smallest,
consecrated chapels in the world. This very quaint
little building can be found at the head of the pass on
the opposite side of the main road to that on the
Green Lantern Inn. Another point of great interest is
that the tarred road which runs right outside the Inn
is in fact the original road between Johannesburg and & s
Durban. This is a single carriage road some 5 metres wide, and approxmately 2 kllometres of
the road still exists. One or two of the original shops also still stand along this stretch of road.
By the end of 1979 (to be precise, on 8 December 1979) Graham Cheetham noted that since
John Mooreds r esi gn adsuitable cantidat foethehpastion bfeNationaln
Chairman in the Durban area, and he suggested that the Johannesburg Centre Chairman
should take on that function.

The fourth Annual General Meeting of the National Club was again held at the Green
Lantern Inn over the weekend 22 to 24 February 1980

Twenty-two members were present at the actual AGM. On this occasion, the alkin cost of
accommodation and food had increased to the dizzy height of R18.00 per adult for the entire
weekend. On finances, Graham Cheetham reported that for the year the Club had generated
an income of R2391.00 and had incurred expenses of R3055.00. Consequently, the Club had
had to dip into accumulated funds, which left it with net accumulated reserves of R304.00 at
year-end.

At the meeting Graham reported that the committee of the Club had ceased to function at

National level due to general disinterest form members in the Durban area.

He accordingly proposed that the activities of the National Committee be transferred to

Johannedurg. He indicated his willingness to remain the editor of Sabrina as well as
National Registrar. The meeting duly appointed Dr Andrew Swan as National
Chairman/President, and myself as National Secretary. Many photographs were taken in
the course of both the AGM weekends, and to this day these can be seen in the pub at the
Green Lantern Inn.

During June 1980 it transpired that some members of the Cape Town Centre were under
the impression that membership of the National Register was voluntary or optional.
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The Centre had also started its own spares fund activity and there were indications that the
Centre felt that it should operate as a separate entity. The National body felt very strongly
that the Club should remain one entity and that splinter groupings should be avoided at all
costs. In the event, no formal approach was received from the Cape Town Centre, and it
was decided to, in need, raise the matter at the upcoming the next national gathering

Second National Gathering held from 11 to 12 October 19 80 at the Hendrik
Verwoerd Dam. Twenty cars and 45 people arrived at the National Gathering that was held
in the midst of the fuel restrictions that applied at the time. Special (illegal!) arrangements
had to be made to uplift fuel along the road, especial ly on the return trip.

It was at this National Gathering where the famous incident took place that Alan Grant can
so eloquently report on. It so happened that two members of the Free State Provincial
Traffic Department arrived whilst we were in the middle of our timed

Gymkhana event. Any and all events of that nature were strictly taboo at the time, and we

could visualise the organisers, including myself, being arrested on the spot. Some

persuasive talk saw said Officials taking part in the events! It wa s also at this Gathering

where a few Triumphs from Welkom pitched up, notably a purple metallic and a gold

metallic Stag (if memory serves). Both cars were in fine condition, but not what could be
considered of doEtat qual i twhenthéhdel noowalk effwgeh wer e g
the silverware. Campbell Mill erds TR4 (again) t
with aero screens and wire wheels took the trophy of most popular car of the day. At the

end of another vary successful event, the Club remained intact and proceeded to go from

strength to strength in the years that followed.

My association with what was to become the Triumph Sports Car Club of SA began in early

1976 when John Mowat advertised somewspaer.spares
duly met him and also Andrew and David Swan who were then studying medicine at Wits

University. John Mowat passed my name and address to Graham Cheetham, who together

with a group of TR enthusiasts in Durban had formed the TR Register of SA. | submitted

the details of my TR3, which | had bought for R150.00 on 21 September 1969, to the TR

Register on 10 February 1976 and was duly allocated membership number 7.
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The inaugural meeting of the Johannesburg Centre of the TR Register of SA was held on 7

April 1977 at Al an Grantdés house in Q@atmgrnge Gr ov
the capacity of Chairman was formally elected as Centre Chairman.

It was agreed that membership of the National Register be a condition of belonging to the

Johannesburg Centre.

It was also agreed that an annual subscription fee of R3.00 be levied, in addition to the
R2.00 annual subscription fee payable to the National TR Register. Membership would be
extended to owners with Triumph Roadsters and the TR range of sports cars from TR2 to
TR7. Associate membership would be offered to owners of other Triumph sports cars. It
was finally agreed to mail invitations to the 44 known potential members of the Register in
the Johannesburg area, to meet on 19 June 1977, and to also publish the invitation in
Sabrina, the official TR Register publication. It is of interest to note that one of the 44
names on the list was that of Charles Ellis who had been the last chairman of the Triumph
Sports Owners Association in Johannesburg util its collapse in about 1964.

During June 1977 the Johannesburg Centre also receivedits share of the first shipment of
100 T-shirts that Graham Cheetham had ordered. The asking price for a T-shirt was R3.25
each.

In the August 1977 issue of Sabrina, the Johannesburg Centre reported that on 19 June

1977, 17 TR6s had arrived at the Swan residence
4 x TR4A6s and one TR6. There were 23 owners of
names recorded were Chris Ferrera, Richard de Beer, Fred Perryman, Andrew Swan, J

Patterson (Pretoria), Alan Grant and René de Villiers. The day was declared an unqualified

success.

It was initially agreed to meet quarterly, but
bet weend ymaneteh i ngs i n the form of fAnoggin O6n na
By December 1978 there were 47 cars on the regi
TR3AO0Ss; 1xTR4,; 6 xXx TR4A06s; 1 x TR5 and 9 x TR

R114.60 had been collected in subscriptons, that there was R28.48 in the bank and 12
cents postage stamps were on hand.

One of the first events the Johannesburg Centre held was a fun day at the Heidelberg

Motor Museum that was organised by Harry Fairley. On that day, officials of the museum

started up the Peugeot racing car painted in Ao
car itself had, of course, since those early de
L6 Or mar i nFsanschodkis thelGape.
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During 1978 the Austin Healey Club invited the TR Register to participate in the first

Nati onal Classic Car Concours dOEl egance, to b
Motor Museum in Witkoppen Road near Fourways. The Johannesburg Centre exhibited its

cars at the BokmRUWIYGI1IWiwithka viewnto sBlectng five entrants for

the event. Ms. Marion Newton of Radio Highveld gave extensive coverage to the last

named, and at the National Classic Car Concours, Campbell Miller with his TR4 took top

honours with a score of 94,06%. Doug Ward with his TR4A was placed 9. At the time this

was very big news indeed.

No one had expected much from these crude cars powered by an agricultural engine.
There weres ome nice Austin Healeys and MGO6s &Bnd a v
had to bend the knee to the TR4. The TR Register of SA had arrived in no uncertain terms.

At the 18 September 1979 Annual General Meeting of the Johannesburg Centre of the TR
Register it was agreed to restructur electehas CIl| ub 6
non-executive President, whilst an Executive Committee consisting of four members was

formed. Alan Grant was elected Chairman of this committee, with the members being John

Musty, John Roets and René de Villiers. The Executive Committee held itsfirst meeting on

26 September 1979 at the Grant residence (now in Greenside) and two of the major events

that were discussed were the Brooklyn School Festival on 20 October 1979 and the Tit Car

Cl u b 6 sclub nmeetiag to be held at the Heidelberg Motor Museum on 10 November

1979. Both events were well attended and extremely successful.

At the Executive Committee meeting of 19 February 1980 it was recorded that Club
member Laurie Acres had died on 26 December 1979, and a letter of condolence was sent
to Louise Lindsay.

At the meeting held on 19 June 1980 it was noted that the TR Register in the UK was

celebratingits 10"anni ver sary. It was also noted that the
be held on 6 July 1980. It was agreed that the contestants in each category would, among

themselves, select the best three cars in their category and that only the top three cars in

each category so selected be formally judged by independent judges.

The matter of a metal grille badge had been raised at an early

stage, and at the Executive Committee meeting held on 16 October
1979 it was agreed to produce a TR Register of SA badge that
would depict the front view of TR1.

At successive meetings progress in producing the badge was
discussed. In the interim, the Tri umph Sports Car Club of SA had
been formed and it was agreed to also look into producing a metal

grille badge for the Club.

At the Executive Meeting held on 9 July 1980 the matter was again

discussed at length. Two basic concepts had been put forwardname |l vy t he HAgl obed ¢
(such as that found on early TR hubcaps) and t
early TR front apron badges). It was finally de
booko desi gn, and was t o b eandismpebvbuiddbddkthat oftdhe e n a me |

old Triumph Sports Owners Association, with the words Triumph Sports Car Club of
Southern Africa written across it.
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At the Executive Committee meeting held on 2 October 1980 John Dobbins, who had been

tasked with this matt er, duly tabled 200 grille badges and 200 metal key rings. It was

agreed to sell the badge for R8.00 each and key rings for R2.50 each. It was noted that the

| ast Afso of the word Asportso had been omitted
subsequentbat ches. Those first 200 badges, have, ther
At the same meeting Alan Grant tabled 200 metal TR Register badges depicting the front

view of TR1. These aluminium badges had to be individually hand painted and would be

sold for R7.50 each. It was agreed that both badges not be displayed on cars until their

for mal unveiling at the Second National Gat heri
from 10 to 12 October 1980 at the Hendrik Verwoerd Dam. In 1980 | resigned as Centre

Secretary to read a MBA at Wits.

NOLS PIENAAR

1. A Brief History of the TSCC SA and TSCC Centres
Information supplied by Nols Pienaar, Registrar, TSCCSA

The initiative for the founding of the TR Register of SA
was taken by Graham Cheetham in 1974. The TR owners
of Natal centred in Durban and Pietermaritzburg, met the
TR owners  from Johannesburg and the
Witwatersrand at the pub of the Green Lantern Inn  at
Van Reenen (in 1978), because that was halfway between
the Natal group and the Johannesburg group.

There was also a centre in Cape Town at the time.
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IN 1974 TR Register of SA thus consisted of three centres: Natal, Johannesburg and Cape
Town. Membership was open to owners of Triumph TR's only.

When we started the Border Centre in 1979 we called ourselves the Border Triumph
Sports Car Club because we allowed owners of all Triumph sports cars.

In the process we broke new ground and soon afterwards in 1979 the TR Register of SA
became the Triumph Sports Car Club of SA in order to allow owners of Stags, Spitfires,
GT6's, etc, to join.

The Pretoria Triumph Sports Car Club followed in January 1981,
The PE Centre of the TSCC of SA came in being in April 1981.
| do not know in what year the Bloemfontein Centre  of the TSCC was established.

There was also the short-lived West Rand Centre that existed from the late 1990's to the
early 2000's.

TSCC Border Centre: | wrote a little note for publication in the Border newsletter,
Zoom, when they celebrated their 30th anniversary at Plett in 2009.

General

The event | organised at Bloemfontein/Maselspoort in 2003 was held to commemorate three
things:

1. 100 years of the Standard Motor Company (1903 - 2003),

2. 50 years of the Triumph TR (1953 - 2003), and

3. A quarter century of TSCC National Gatherings (1978- 2003).

the establishment of the BORDER i TSCC,
Early days in PORT ELIZABETH
and PRETORIA i TSCC

What a pleasure to read your account of the formation of the TR Register in the early
seventies. | arrived on the Triumph club scene relatively late when | joined the TR
Registerin the second half of 1976 and therefore value your knowledge of the formative
years of the TR Register of SA a great deal.
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| fortunately have copies of Sabrina dating back to February of that year and discovered
valuable information on the early days of the Club in those pioneer days thanks to Graham
Cheetham's diligence as editor. The regular reports from the Natal, Johannesburg and Cape
Town Centres make wonderful and informative reading.

| bought my TR4A on 6 October 1972 while resident in Port Elizabeth. There was no local
club and the TR Register had not been established yet. | therefore had to enjoy my beloved
TR in isolation but we did manage to gather a few Triumph sports car owners in an
impromptu fashion for informal Sunday afternoon runs along the coast to Schoenies and
other scenic places from time to time. | can remember that we had a blue TR3, two TR4A's,

a TR5 and a Spitfire Mk3 on the last occasion in 1974 and even have a couple of photos
taken at some of our outings of those magic first years of ownership in Port Elizabeth.

In 1975 | moved to Alice in the Border area because of an appointment at Fort Hare
University. Thanks to an advertisement in the smalls of the Cape Argus,| made contact with
Mike Allen in Cape Town in 1976 who informed me about the TR Register of SA. | was
absolutely delighted and wrote to Graham Cheetham immediately in order to join.

Upon receipt of my first copy of Sabrina | read the few pages produced on a roneo machine
and stapled together in the left hand top corner back to front several times. Being an
isolated country member out there in the sticks those extremely valuable sheets of paper
were my only tangible medium of club membership. However, in that first copy of Sabrina |

received, under 'New members', | discovered the name of Gavin Turner (TR4A) in East
London (only 120 km away) and | wrote to him immediately. He was the first other fellow

TR Registerl met and ap art from a great friendship to this day, that letter gave me access
to other TR register members in East London. What a pity new members are not being
announced in Sabrina since the Ken Boss era any longer!

Anyway, back in Port Elizabeth, Roux van der Mewe was rebuilding his TR2 at the time and
| even have a photo of Claude Wessels (red TR3A) and myself visiting Roux at his
Amsterdamhoek home to see what progress he was making on his project. Those were the
days when Claude and Lance Walton were regulary seen racing their TR's at Aldo
Scribante.

In the meantime | managed to convince Janse Uys, a colleague at Fort Hare, to replace his

MGB with a TR and the two of us went TR hunting before we located a nice red TR3A in
Uitenhage, the same town where | d iscovered my TR4A way back in 1972.
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In East London | met two other TR Register members, Trevor Hall and Brian Morritt, who
were both in the process of restoring TR3's during 1977/78. Wow, at last | could enjoy my
TR in the company of other club members! When the first national gathering to be held at
Maselspoort in October 1978 was announced inSabrina.

Four of us in the Border area decided to attend. Janse and myselfwere joined by Gavin and
Trevor in Queenstown from where we formed a short convoy of a TR3, a TR3A, and two
TR4A's to Bloemfontein. Needless to say, that very first national gathering was a magic
experience and | recall meeting you there in the black TR3, Alan!

After the first nationals in 1978 | had to go on a TR6 hunting trip for Cathy who fell in love
with the six cylinder machines when she first set eyes on the three sixes at Maselspoort. In
November 1978 | located the blue and silver specimen (that is still in the family) in Port
Elizabeth while shortly afterwards, Jerry le Roux from the Natal Centre in a TR6, joined me
as a colleague at UFH. So there we were with four TR's in Alice, and four TR's in East
London. This became the prelude to the formation of the Border Triumph Sports Car Club in
1979. | wrote a short history of our form ative years that was published in Zoom (our Border
newsletter), on the occasion of the Border Centre's 30th anniversary in1979. (/ think Bob
might have managed to get a copy of my report.)

| moved to Pretoria in January 1980 and joined the Johannesburg Centre as an existing TR
Register member. After futile attempts to get the relatively large number of Triumph sports
car owners in Pretoria to join the Club in Johannesburg, it was decided with the help of you,
Alan, and other TSCC of SA committee membersto establish a local centre north of the
Jukskei. The formation of the Pretoria Triumph Sports Car Club in January 1981, is history
and well documented so it is absolutely superfluous to repeat it here.

Alan, 1 trust that my rather lengthy commentary in response to your invitation may have
some value for Bob and Gerhard.

MORE FROM NOLS
| do not know of a specific Sabrina issue with the history of the TR Register / TSCC of SA.

| wrote a very short applicable history in the commemorative brochure we distributed among
participating club members.
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I know that the initiative for the founding of the TR Register of SA was taken by Graham
Cheetham in 1974. The TR owners of Natal centred in Durban and Pietermaritzburg, met the
TR owners from Johannesburg and the Witwatersrand at the pub of the Green Lantern Inn
at Van Reenen because that was halfway between the Natal group and the Johannesburg
group. There was also a centre in Cape Town at the time.

The TR Register of SA thus consisted of three centres: Natal, Johannesburg and Cape Town.
Membership was open to owners of Triumph TR's only. When we started the Border Centre

in 1979 we called ourselves the Border Triumph Sports Car Club because we allowed owners
of all Triumph sports cars. In the p rocess we broke new ground and soon afterwards in 1979

the TR Register of SA became the Triumph Sports Car Club of SA. in order to allow owners
of Stags, Spitfires, GT6's, etc, to join.

The Pretoria Triumph Sports Car Club followedin January 1981, while the PE Centre of the
TSCC of SA came in April 1981. | do not know in what year the Bloemfontein Centre of the
TSCC was established, perhaps you must ask Deon de Kock. There was also the shortived
West Rand Centre that existed from the late 1990's to the early 2000's.

Statistics of Triumphs in the current South African Triumph Register: | can send you a list
later this week, but since the numbers are growing on a monthly basis it will be better to
give a more up to date account nearer the nationals in April 2012. | will in any case have to
give a registrar's report at the BGM in 1012 and | issued the challenge to see if we could
reach the magic figure 1000 Triumphs at the 2012 national event.
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BARNFIND

In the June issue Dennis Cook reported on a IMarnfind. Many of you at Pletnberg
Baysaw Bill Bbyheo$sTRE2 his3Barm Fonas irBBwéeks a n d

THREE TR306s in 3 Weeks

This is repeated from Pretoriabs Herald News|l
he says that the dmber56 thatwas on the car at Pletsignifies its build date & its age.

i Sometimes things just hEwelpsethingomunmysmindwas of any
buying another Triumip as my beloved Triumph Stag was still Stagnant after my rather
optimistic (given my very limited mechanical & technical knowleddetision toself-strip &

completely overhaul my Stag.

At the October P.O.M.C meetingwas asked whether | would be interested in looking into a

TR3 restoration of some 20 years in the dpthgt had now come to a grinding halt and the
owners were wanting to AdAclear out the clutter
and arrangements were made to go the next Sunday morning to view the TR3.

Obviously | need some guidance so askedtrusted friend Bill Sales to come along. We

drove to a Aploto in Krugersdorp. There we sh
sank.

I saw what was reportedly a TR3 (Eish!) | looked at Bill & shook my head, as this was
obviously a wasted tripBill on the other hand,

eyes lit up with a smilelooked back at me and

ent husiastically said fAyesbo
., The following Sunday 16 October saw the Top
Billing Team drive out to t
TR3 & bring her home.

During the next wede | had a callfrom Anel

Claassen to discuss some issues, one of them
being the | ate Marco Cl aass
in the process of rebuilding.
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After much soul s ea Pd ©ttdber gtéeéTopaBillingT aam werel ange 2 2
g, B again on the road
( Antiques Rod Show
I & loaded & brought
home iMar coo my
second TR3 rescue.
The following week |
found myself
accompanying Taco
Kamstra, Chairman of
P.0.M.C, to a viewing of
anot her fdeceas:s
estateo, t o see
collection of vehicles
such as Elype Jag,a
Porsche944, a Model A

Ford, a Corvette and a TR3.

This TR3 1in A British Racing Greeno, with
TS12874E, arrived in SA from Coventry at Motor Assemblies in Durban during 1956 and
was the 31% CKD (Complete Knocked Down) to be assged in South Africa, thus was
given the Motor Assemblies No of TR3IIhis vehicle is unknown to the Graham Cheetham

& Nols Pienaar Registers. Wow what a find.

Saturday 29 October saw my '8 TR3 in 3 weekscome home. This one is known

adfi He r mi o mHemniore fGtamger, Harry Potsesidekick in the famous Harry Potter
books & movie AND my wife is a Harry Potter fan, so this should please her, and the lady
from whom | bought the car is Hermannie Murray, the widow of Spencer Murray , who was
the secondwner of the car.

As | have not driven a TR3 lately | could not resist tauphone Albert de Vogp report on

his A new

Al bert true to form responded enthusiastical/l
drive his TR3A.

As | said earlies 0 me t fust hagp@rsaside of onescontrélé now | am Commi tt

Next (u éa oneadhrdo Ifdd®Wvith them?

3 AHer mioneo
home
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Bill 6s
TR3 as it
was in

Plettenberg Bay

Visiting Bil Pi ggc :
TR3 data turned up ™ S

some interesting information.

Firstly the TR3 @mmission numbers start at TS 8637 built in October 1B8E being TS

12874E was actually built aroundide or July 195@nd it was only in September 1956 at

TS13046 that Girling front disc bkas were fitted replacing drums so Bill missed out on
havingdiscs.

However Bheslthede calrl ed fALe Mans: head which wa
three 1955 LeMans cars having larger diameter inlet véves.

( See page 94 of nACollectors Originality Guic
Piggott)

Roughly 3,700 TR30s were manufactured using t
(from roughly November 1955 o0 S e pt e mbwhen th&hi5gho yinderthéad c

assembly became standard. However there were about six cars were supplied fitthi$ with

high port head prior to TS 13052E.

Bi | | Piggottds Cylinder Head Specification t
head as TR3 A Le Manso but there appears to b
a distinct model.

Bill Piggott e st i mates that | ust over 1000 TR2,3 & 3
addition to their local applied TS & TR numbsro me 3 A6s had an (8) in f
He believes that

TS (8)33779 with the local number STR 1018 is perhaps the last CKD uni

So lets see how this compares with Nokecal records for the last models registered through

our club.

TR2 TS8600 local Com No TR 237
TR3 TS(8) 20793 local Com No TR 771

( maki ng 'BTRSdssemblet fere in$A.)
TR3A TS33809 local Com No STR 1048

| came across this information during one of my ongoing Internet searches for material for
Sabrina.
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¢ NAdzYLIK ¢wHQa |u S alya

Before starting it should be remembered that Le Mans has since its inception been run by the

ACO ( Automobile Club de LO6Oust ) and it IS
accord with the FIA. Certainly in the 19506:
followed, you presented your car and the ACO did or did not accept it. Evex ttoel ACO

operates independently & they sanction the LMP series in the USA, for example, not the FIA.

For this years Le Mans the AC&greedo accept FIA Homologated cars for the GT3 class.

Thus Edgar Wadsworth & John Browprivately enterech TR2 finishel 13" overall in the

1954 Le Mansaving completed 214 laps.

In July 1955the factory entered 3hreeTr i umph TR26 s

at Le Mansas follows:

Registration | Com No | Engine Race | Front Rear Fuel Carbs
No No Brakes | Brakes | Tank
PKV 374 TS5691 | TS5749 |68 Girling | 11in 22 SU H6
Discs Alfin gallon
Drums
PKV 375 TS5582 | TS5664 | 29 Girling | 11in 22 SU H6
Discs Alfin gallon
Drums
PKV 376 TS5534 | TS6062 |28 Dunlop | 11in 22 SU H6
Discs Alfin gallon
Drums

They all finished as follows:

Position Class Race No Team Drivers Laps

14 S20 28 Standard Triumph RobertDickson 242
Ltd Ninian Sanderson

15 S20 29 Standard Triumph Ken Richardson 242
Ltd Bert Hadley

19 S20 68 Standard Triumph Leslie Brooke 214
Ltd Mortimer

Morris-Goodall

All three had a modifiethead thatvas midway between low port & high poRKV 376 as

well as having discs all round also had a servo. Other than that they were fairly standard but
essentially hand built.

So you can see from their commission numbers that theg wérey def initely T
manufacturechot long before Le Mans in Jul955.
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Here is No 28 after finishing ¥4notethe cut away front wing edge where it meets the centre
valance.

Also the fully louvered bonnetteld down with leather strapthe team identification paint
only around the lip of the nose atide small racing widscreen the wire wheels wittihe
competitionnumberdecal right up to the wheel arch. The centre cowl on the left of the
windscreen is probably thealeview mirror.
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Re- Creation

To completethe LeMans st 3 TR3S6s were entered for the
these while looking like TR A &ley had fiberglass bodiewith cut down windscreem
152mmlonger chassia wider track , rack & piion steering & discs all rourshd the famous

A Sabr i ncand headtheynwere tested at 135mph but did not finish the 24Hrs. Ken
Richardson recommended not fitting cooling fans but was overruled. Imagine his comment
when those on two of the cars shattered & caused much damage. That 6f dhev@as
removed busadly its oil pump drive failed after 22Hrs.

Eric Fletcher

Maybe in December s Sab rTR3Rally8cenewi | | have a

TUNING SU CARBURETT(RS one)

This is the first in what will be a series to be continued in Sabrina. It is the editgdign of

a 40 odd page book produced by the magazine
This book was kindly loaned to me by John Dobbins who has owned it since it was

published in 1968.
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