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 Editorial 
 

So another National Gathering has been and gone , to use a cliché those of you who stayed at 

home  don’t know what you missed. Congratulations to Bob & his crew for a great event. 

The weather was superbt, although maybe the evenings were chilly.  

Far be it for me to describe the event in detail, I am sure that others will complete that task. 

I have long felt that Sabrina is the site for members to air their views on matters “Triumph”, 

sadly this does not seem to happen. So let me get something of my chest & hopefully it will 

get the ball rolling. 

The 2014 Nationals will be hosted by KZN & here may I make a plea on behalf of Cape 

Town & PE. 

You KZNers will have travelled much further than the Vaalies 2,500km return trip to Plett so 

please bear a thought for the Caapies & forget about any ideas of the South Coast which 

could result in them having an almost 4,000km round trip. There are some superb venues 

inland, think of Dundee area for example & it’s surrounding battles site or what about the 

Drakensberg , you even used Midmar dam area once some years ago. Maybe the Caapies 

themselves can suggest some ideas which can be aired in these pages. 

Just prior to the National I took my Subaru for a service & as usual was given a courtesy car 

, a brand new Legacy with only 4,000 odd Kms on the clock. When I returned it I thanked 

the Service Manager for the car & for proving me to be an “old fart”. Why?  

This car is Technology gone mad. 

To start with in place of a normal hand brake it has a push button . about the size of my little 

finger, situated under the dashboard where normally one finds the bonnet opening catch. It 

has both Automatic & Manual gearchange , the latter by “flappy paddles. Brakes, accelerator 

& steering is “fly by wire” resulting in all off these operations having no feed back. The 

digital multiple, instant dashboard is a certain health hazard since it is in constant motion 

giving , altitude, fuel consumption  (as it happens) and the airconditioning information for 

the air around each of the four seats. Thankfully the speedo is normal. What a joy to get into 

my Triumph that weekend. 

Talking of Triumphs . I have received , from many of you the news of a possible BMW 

Triumph or should it be a Triumph BMW. Well personally when I look at the thing to which 

they attached the Mini’s name that totally negates the Mini’s “everything to all people be 

they rich or poor” 

I sincerely hope that it doesn’t happen. Hopefully BMW will sell the name to the Indians, 

after all look at what the have done to the Morris Isis, Lea Enfield motor bikes & now 

Jaguar. 

Eric Fletcher 

 
 
Chairman’s Chat 
 

treasurers report  
  
 

 

REGISTRARS REPORT 
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NATIONAL GATHERING 2012 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CONCOURS RESULTS announced at  Prize Giving  

d’ETAT: 

POS NO. NAME NAME CENTRE CLASS 

POINT

S % MEDAL 

1 3 Grant Alan JHB TR3 988.5 98.9 GOLD 

2 47 Pienaar Nols PTA TR7 975 98 GOLD 

3 18 Steele Eddie JHB TR4A 961 96 GOLD 

4 10 Habig Gerald JHB TR3A 956 96 GOLD 

5 21 Casieri Gino JHB TR6 951 95 GOLD 

6 8 Cook Dennis CPT TR3A 947.5 95 GOLD 

7 45 Hughes Eddie CPT TR7 941 94 GOLD 

8 28 Waring Gordon CPT TR6 941 94 GOLD 

9 20 Rudd Derek KZN TR3 929.5 93 GOLD 

10 17 Buckley  Chris KZN TR4A 912 91 SILVER 

11 37 Blair David Jr. KZN 

Spitfire 

MK4 882 88 SILVER 

12 35 Lambiris Shirley KZN 

Spitfire 

MK2 868.5 87 SILVER 

13 42 Pretorius Bob PE 

Spitfire 

MK4 852 85 SILVER 

14 52 Coppens Jean JHB Stag 842 84 BRONZE 

15 57 Dreher Frank CPT 

Chican

e 828 83 BRONZE 

 

d’ELEGANCE: 

PO NO. SURNAM NAME CENTRE CLASS POINT % MEDAL 
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S E  S 

1 26 Turner Stuart BDR TR6 409.5 98.7 GOLD 

2 34 Booyens Gary JHB Spitfire    408 98.3 GOLD 

3 5 Roets John JHB TR3 403.5 97 GOLD 

4 12 Vermaak Beyers PE TR3A 402 97 GOLD 

5 53 Murphy Terry PTA 

TR7 

V8 397.5 96 GOLD 

6 23 Downes Barry CPT TR6 397 96 GOLD 

7 40 Fourie Eleanor BFN 

Spitfire 

MK4 397 96 GOLD 

8 51 Williams John BDR TR7 396 95 GOLD 

9 15 De Kock Deon PE TR4 394 95 GOLD 

10 19 Turner Gavin BDR TR5 390.5 94 GOLD 

11 43 

Van 

Vuuren Zane KZN 

Spitfire 

MK1 385.5 93 GOLD 

12 24 Hart Jamie CPT TR6 385 93 GOLD 

13 16 Newell Terry KZN TR4 383 92 SILVER 

14 22 Dougan Tom CPT TR6 381 92 SILVER 

15 39 Marais Johan PE 

Spitfire 

MK3 380.5 92 SILVER 

16 14 

Barkhuize

n Daniel CPT TR3A 380 92 SILVER 

17 49 Sanderson Ronan CPT TR7 379.5 91 SILVER 

18 46 Murphy Brenda KZN TR7 376 91 SILVER 

19 13 Robeck Roger CPT TR2 374.5 90 SILVER 

20 7 Worth Martin JHB TR3 374 90 SILVER 

21 9 De Vos Albert F. PTA TR3A 364.5 88 SILVER 

22 41 Greeff Louis BDR 

Spitfire 

MK4 364.5 88 SILVER 

23 6 Joubert Nick CPT TR3 358.5 86 SILVER 

24 58 Hurter Darry J. KZN 

Chican

e 345 83 BRONZE 

25 56 Hansell Brian KZN Stag 344 83 BRONZE 

26 36 Roostee Peter G. KZN 

Spitfire 

MK2 340.5 82 BRONZE 

27 2 Crawley Tim CPT TR3 334.5 81 BRONZE 

28 31 Gerricke Godfrey G. PE GT6 332 80 BRONZE 

 

Best Triumph d’Elegance – Stuart Turner( Border) 

Best Triumph d’Etat – Alan Grant  ( Johannesburg) 

Best Unrestored  Triumph  – John Williams ( Border) 

Most Desirable Car of the Day – Geoff Kriel  (Border) 

 

Best Triumph on Concours – Alan Grant ( Johannesburg)  

 

BEST COMBINED – CONCOURS & DRIVING TEST: 

CLASS 1 – TR2 + TR3 + TR3A – Beyers Vermaak – TR3A 

CLASS 2 – TR4 + TR4A + TR5 + TR6 – Deon de Kock – TR4 

CLASS 3 – TR7 + TR7 V8 + TR8 – Nols Pienaar – TR7 & Terry Murphy – TR7 V8 

CLASS 4 – SPITFIRES + GT6 – Eleanor Fourie – Spitfire MK4 
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CLASS 5 – STAGS + SEDANS + VINTAGE – Frank Dreher – Chicane  

 

PRESIDENT’S  CUP TROPHY: 

CENTRE 

TOTAL OUT OF 

21 

BORDER 19 

BLOEMFONTEIN 15 

PRETORIA 14 

PORT 

ELIZABETH 

13 

JOHANNESBURG 12 

CAPE TOWN 9 

KWAZULU 

NATAL 

3 

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS: 

TR Register Friendship Trophy – Port Elizabeth/ Border  

Ian Evans Trophy Good Fellowship – Rene de Villiers  ( Johannesburg) 

Greatest Distance Travelled – Chris Buckley & Sandi Webb( Malawi) 

Graham Cheetham Memorial Trophy  ( Golden TR)  - Gavin Turner  ( Border) 

Knysna Run Quiz – John Williams ( Border) 

 

MIDAS RAFFLE 

Bill Sales  ( PretorIa)  

  

DRIVING TEST – LADIES 

POSITIO

N SURNAME  NAME 

CENTR

E CLASS 

FINAL 

TIME 

1 Vorster Suzette CPT TR7 41.6 

2 Fourie Eleanor BFN Spitfire MK4 41.8 

3 Sanderson 

Charmain

e CPT TR7 48.5 

4 Vermaak Milé PE TR3A 48.9 

5 Van Wyk Monique CPT Spitfire 1500 53.6 

6 Lambiris Shirley KZN Spitfire MK2 61.2 

7 De Kock Yvonne PE TR4 72 

 

DRIVING TEST – GENTLEMEN 

POSITIO

N SURNAME  NAME 

CENTR

E CLASS 

FINAL 

TIME 

1 Illenberger Karl PE GT6 MK 2 33.6 

2 Van Wyk Wynand CPT Spitfire 1500 35.7 

3 De Kock Deon PE TR4 36.2 

4 Murphy Terry PTA TR7 V8 37.1 

5 Blair David Jr. KZN Spitfire MK4 37.7 

6 Butlion Carl PE Spitfire 1500 38.2 

7 Vorster Gerhard CPT TR7 38.7 

8 Sanderson Ronan CPT TR7 39.5 

9 Pretorius Bob PE Spitfire MK4 39.7 

10 Turner Gavin BDR TR5 40.1 

11 Marais Johan PE Spitfire MK3 40.6 

12 Buckley  Chris KZN TR4A 40.88 
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13 Dreher Frank CPT Chicane 41.8 

14 Flynn Bill PTA TR3 42.6 

15 Downes Barrie CPT TR6 44.6 

16 Vermaak Beyers PE TR3A 45.1 

17 Hart Jamie CPT TR6 46.2 

18 Crawley Tim CPT TR3 46.3 

19 Pienaar Nols PTA TR7 46.8 

20 Casieri Gino JHB TR6 47.4 

21 Hughes Eddie CPT TR7 49.6 

22 Sales Bill PTA TR7 V8 49.9 

23 Steele Eddie JHB TR4A 51.9 

24 Barkhuizen Danie CPT TR3A 52.6 

25 Hurter Darryl J. KZN Chicane 53.5 

26 Cook Dennis CPT TR3A 57.6 

27 Waring Gordon CPT TR6 59.1 

28 Hansell Brian KZN Stag 62.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Gathering 2012- one for all and all for one. 

The recent national gathering held at Plettenberg Bay, has to be 
considered an unqualified success. It was a success, not just for the 
organisers and the participants, but a resounding success for the Cape 
Town centre. We fielded 13 Triumphs, most of which had been 
beautifully prepared , and we returned home triumphant;  with 5 gold 
medals and 4 silver medals awarded at Concours; and , so that the 
ladies were not outdone, Suzette showed the large crowd the way to 
skilfully drive a TR7 round a precision driving course and walked off 
convincingly with the medal for the fastest lady driver. I have no doubt 
that the fact that our centre did not win the President’s Trophy,  which 
was awarded to border centre , was only because of the small number 
of members that the Border Centre has, most of whom participated in 
the gathering and most of whom have beautifully prepared cars.  
 
There were other successes for the Cape Town centre; a large number 
of first-time attendees of the gathering including Eddie, Barrie, Danie, 
Frank, Tom and Wynand. From the discussion and comment made 
during the weekend most of them are keen to participate in gatherings in 
the future. Eddie and Lynne said that it had been a wonderful 
experience for them not only because they had been able to see the 
standard of other cars presented but that they enjoyed the wonderful 
immediate sense of friendship and camaraderie that was apparent from 
the time that they arrived. This was not just noted at the functions, but 
even outside of the events, when they walked into the popular look out 
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deck restaurant with Eddie wearing his Cape Town 2012 cap (kindly 
sponsored by Project freight) he was immediately asked by someone 
whom he did not know whether he would like to join them at the table. 
This was old stalwart Harry Fairley, who went on to entertain everybody 
at the table with his jokes and stories.  I am sure that others will have 
similar stories to tell. 
 
Travelling a long distance in these old cars can be fraught with 
difficulties. In fact my wife says that she finds it strange and amusing 
that we Europeans who can afford to drive a decent motorcar spend a 
whole lot of money on these old cars and then drive long distances 
worrying whether we will arrive safely. There were a number of us who 
experienced some sort of mechanical problem but the wonderful thing 
about these national gatherings is that there is always one or more 
willing to lend a hand to resolve the problem and see that the car gets 
home safely. Although my TR3A made the trip without any difficulty, I 
had not started the car until the morning of the Concourse when I found 
that it was running on three cylinders. I had no choice but to drive to the 
venue where Frank diagnosed a faulty plug. Immediate help was on 
hand from one of the members of the Johannesburg centre who had a 
new set of plugs in his toolbox and who gave me one refusing to take 
any payment. When the problem persisted Frank found that the plug 
gap was far too small and the lesson was learnt that one should always 
gap new plugs before you fit them.  
Barrie,  troubled by a knocking noise under his car,  found on the scenic 
drive that he was about to lose a wheel and had no shortage of hands to 
helping lift the car and correct the problem.  
Jamie bravely participated in the driving test but found that there were 
troublesome sounds coming from the left-hand front suspension. Once 
again, willing hands were there to help lift the car and remove the wheel 
to find that the control arms were busy tearing out of the mounting on 
the chassis. While the first thought was to drive the car to Knysna on the 
following morning where we had an open house at Bodge engineering, 
Louis Greef, of the Border centre nearly gave Jamie and others heart 
failure when he walked up to the left front wheel and tugged it until it 
stood at an angle of about 25° by way of proving that the car was unsafe 
to drive. Louis then immediately offered a flatbed trailer which Frank 
hitched up to his chicane, again with no shortage of helpers,  and the 
car was trailered next day for the repairs to be effected.  
 
Travelling in convoy whether with a group big or small does provide 
reassuring support. Although we had left to return home prior to most of 
the group on the Tuesday morning, Danie accompanied us intending to 
leave the highway at Hartenbos. Just outside Kynsna the overwhelming 
smell of petrol caused me to stop where I found that the needle in seat 
in the float chamber of the front carb had worked its way loose causing 
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the flooding. Thankfully Danie had a big shifter with which to undo the 
banjo bolts as I did not have one in my toolbox, and we were able to 
continue our journey. 
 
The 5 day event was fortunately not all about problems or even only 
about cars. Plett and Knysna offer some of the most spectacular 
scenery and being able to enjoy it while driving an open TR together 
with about 80 other cars, is really a great pleasure. It was about having 
fun, meeting old friends and catching up, about making new friends, 
having too much to eat and drink, and too soon it was all over. 
 

PLETT or BUST 

Old Brother Dave’s Travelling Salvation Show. (Apologies to Neil Diamond). 

‘Pack up the babies, Grab the old ladies, everyone goes, everyone knows, Brother Dave’s 

show’. 

The following is an account of KZN’s epic adventure to Plettenberg Bay and back.  

NB. This is not a full report on the Nationals Event.  

The first party set off on Monday afternoon 23rd April and we can call them the DB Bunch 

(David Blair as leader). 

The second party departed from Margate/Port Shepstone on Wednesday morning 25th April 

and we can call them AH’s Party (Leader Alan Halvorsen). 

DB Bunch (minus 2 late starters) had a sedate drive averaging around 80kph, connecting 

with the Buckley’s from Malawi along the way. Due to the slower than anticipated pace we 

only arrived at Stoneybrooke Farm outside Kokstad after dark and were duly transported to 

the B & B in a fleet of 4x4’s while the Triumphs were parked at the start of the rough road. 

This turned out to be the coldest night of the whole trip. Angelo and Shirley Lambiris got 

their trailer (with Spitfire aboard) jammed on a narrow bridge but got sorted when David 

Blair caught up after his late departure from Durban.  

A hearty breakfast saw DB’s party off to an early start to that day’s destination, Queenstown. 

Zane’s Spitfire needed some attention but he was soon whizzing along. The route through 

Cedarville, Matatiele, Mt Fletcher, Maclear, Elliott, Ugie and Dordrecht provided lovely 

scenery and mostly fine roads which suited the Triumphs perfectly. 

So, by Tuesday night we were all safe in luxurious accommodation in Queenstown where we 

enjoyed a delicious steak dinner with the most hospitable Queenstown Automobile Club.  

Wednesday morning we set out via 

beautiful Tarkastad / Craddock and Port 

Elizabeth to Humansdorp, our next 

overnight stop. Again the roads were 

wonderful and traffic free and we were 

making good time. Rolling into 

Craddock, Zane heeded the noise from 

his car and again DB was involved in 

tightening the rear hub assembly to 

prevent the whole wheel falling off! The 

little restaurant did a roaring trade in 

roosterkoek and cappuccinos. 

Anticipating an early arrival in 

Humansdorp we enjoyed a biltong 

shopping spree at Daggaboer Farm stall. 

 

 Alas, a hundred meters from the entrance to Cookhouse we came upon the Lambiris SUV 

and trailer. The Ssang Yong Musso had a terminal engine fault. After much head scratching 
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DB arranged for Shirley Lambiris’s Spitfire to be offloaded from the trailer and the 

SsangYong was then winched onto that trailer. Shirley and Angelo would drive the Spitfire 

to PE. Peter Roostee would tow DB’s trailer with DB’s Spitfire aboard and Brenda Murphy 

would A frame Peter Roostee’s Spitfire behind her TR 7!  

Some work had to be carried out on 

the Ssang Yong trailer as the weight of 

the SUV caused the trailer tyres to rub 

on the mudguard. A high-lift jack 

proved most effective.  

During this drama we also received 

word that Rudi Venter’s TR7 had 

succumbed to a blown head gasket and 

was parked in East London.  AH’s 

team did not even consider Rudi’s plan 

of abandoning his trip and flying 

home.  Rudi is not a small man and he 

completed the trip in Brian and Linda 

Hansell’s Stag. Linda squashed into 

the non-existent back seat! 

Brenda Murphy and Cousin Moira did a sterling job, ‘A’ framing the Roostee Spitfire all the 

way to Humansdorp. The last hour was in the dark and earned them the respectful title 

‘Thelma and Louise’! 

The trip home was no less eventful. Zane’s Gold Medal Spitfire needed constant fettling and 

Brenda’s TR7 had a clutch kit (slave cylinder) replaced at the welcome HI Q stop in 

Matatiele. 

My Chicane started a horrible grinding noise after leaving Kokstad and we decided to 

overnight in Harding as darkness was approaching. The next morning I jacked up the car but 

all seemed in order which was more worrying.  As I was packing the car to try and limp 

home I tripped and demolished a concrete table and bench, dislocating two fingers very 

badly. Miraculously when we drove off to try and reach a hospital in Margate the noise was 

gone. It must have been a stone between the disk and backing plate that dislodged when I 

jacked up the car. Rosemary drove me directly to Westville hospital where my ‘buttonholed’ 

fingers were sorted under general anaesthetic and no permanent harm was done. 

Shirley and Angelo Lambiris hired a bakkie to tow their trailer and Spitfire home and got 

back to Durban on Saturday. 

Theo Butler picked up a stomach bug in the Transkei and had a nauseous drive home. 

Once again we owe a tremendous vote of thanks to David Blair and Allan Halvorsen who 

worked tirelessly to ensure all the cars kept going.  

As a consolation all the cars entered in Concours received medals which made all the effort 

worthwhile. Nothing generates team spirit like a little adversity but I have to mention the real 

stalwarts.  

Chris and Sandi Buckley deserve every accolade for their drive from Malawi and Sandi has 

promised to forward an account of their adventure. They are exemplary companions who 

handle all problems with a calm aplomb. After 4000km of trans- Africa travel their TR4 still 

won a medal! 

It has to be said that many of the KZN Triumphs performed faultlessly over the 3000km 

round trip. 

Derek Rudd is thinking of patenting his TR 3 spare wheel removal method. Don’t even ask! 

Keep the revs up 

Darryl Hurter. 
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REGIONAL REPORTS 
Bloemfontein 
 

Border 

 

 

 
 

 
Cape Town 
 

 

JOHANNESBURG 

 

 

 

 

KZN 
 
 

 

PORT ELIZABETH 

 

 

Well, the Nationals 2012 have come and gone and I believe it to have 
been a huge success and a tough act to follow, not said by myself but 
the other centre’s members! This was our first National in which Mile 
and I participated from A-Z and although tiring as part of the organising 
committee, we still had enough time to really enjoy it, so KZN here we 
come in 2014 with two cars, as Mile now wants her own Triumph, jou 
skuld Gerhard Vorster!, please ABSA, I beg you!!! Congratulations to 
Bob “Rooimier” Pretorius and the organising committee for a lot of hard 
work, blood, sweat, tears and late hours put in; I believe it to have been 
worth our while! I’m still trying to work out where Bob gets his energy 
from, is it Whiskey, Red Wine or Viagra? Thank the good Lord that we 
didn’t share accommodation with him, poor Deon, Yvonne and Dorita, 
never mind poor Godfrey! God bless you all! I’m sure there’s going to be 
a lot of reports in this Sabrina, including Bob’s official report, so I’m 
shutting up as I’ve been accused of talking too much at the Nationals!! 
During February we attended the annual EPVCC All Clubs Day and had 
12 Triumphs in attendance. It was a beautiful day and some members 
opted to braai and others munched on their now famous and delicious 
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mighty burgers and fresh homemade chips. Again there were lots of 
karretjie–talk and frequent visits to the Crankcase to acquire much 
needed liquid refreshments! It was a very enjoyable occasion! Some of 
us also attended the George Old Car Show that was held 11-12 
February with the theme being “Convertibles.” Once again it was a great 
show with approximately 1000 vehicles and worth the trip. As we 
decided last year that we’ll skip this year’s show because of the 
Nationals, there were only 6 Triumphs and most of them from CPT. A 
surprise visitor was Dave Lugg from KZN in his black TR3. Another 
surprise was new member John Ryan in his newly acquired yellow, 
beautiful Dolomite.  Congratulations! Those of you that have never 
attended the George Old Car Show, please start saving and make a 
plan, as next year we’re planning a mini Nationals in conjunction 
with CPT! It’s really worth the trip and you won’t be sorry, believe 
us!! 
During March we had our annual Concours at our regular venue, the 
German Club in preparation for the Nationals 2012. Nine Triumphs were 
entered and quite a few on show. Dave Patten in his immaculate TR2 
took top honours, such a pity that he did not enter it for the Nationals; 
it’s a sure winner! Well done and congratulations to all who participated 
and supported the event. The evening was concluded with us enjoying 
the delicious German culinary dishes, especially the Eisbeins and 
Schnitzels! 
On the motoring front, Deon de Kock is still busy restoring his Spittie 
and its going to be a beauty!  Harold Heunis is now the proud owner of 
the yellow ex CPT GT6 as was seen at the Nationals and has already 
done quite a bit of mechanical work on it. Jon Rademan’s  TR7 Spider is 
back on the road with a “new” head as was seen at Nationals. Mike 
O’Donaghue successfully sold his immaculate TR7FHC to Dick Bluett 
from Plettenbergberg Bay. Heinz Koncki sorted out the problems on his 
Jabbeke TR2 replica and is enjoying it in the streets and hills of 
George, most probably he’s going to participate in the Knysna Hill 
Climb! Good luck Heinz! Hopefully there will be a photo in this issue. 
That’s all for now folks! 
Kind regards, 
Beyers 
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Pretoria  
 
 

 

From the OVERSEAS  
 
ANGELA’S PICNIC 

 
April the 1st saw the Annual trip to Delta Park & as the photo’s show we had a good turn out 

of Triumphs for this charity event for the Cancer Foundation. Of course all other makes 

across the board were also well in attendance. On a personal observation it was noted last 

year when the gate and collection was the responsibility of the Triumph Club (Pretoria & 

Johannesburg) that the more expensive the car the smaller the donation ( & in some instances 

nothing). I later in the day, this year , asked the gate collectors what were their experiences, 

and guess what, they had the same feelings that “More is Less”. 

“It’s a strange , strange world we live in Master Jack”. 

Eric Fletcher 

 
 
TRIUMPHs from the Past 
 

The TRIUMPH SOUTHERN CROSS 
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 Early in 1932 Triumph launched the Southern Cross, described as a “bigger small sports 

car”. 

“Autocar” described it as “ It will have a strong appeal to sportsmen. This new car is out of 

the ordinary, for it has a four cylinder high efficiency engine  of 1,018cc ( 60 x 90 mm) and a 

four speed gear box”. 

They go on to say that usually small sports cars look good when empty but appear dwarfed 

when people are on board. They do not say whether it is the car or people that looked 

dwarfed. However this does not apply to the Triumph and neither are the rear seats “ 

occasional as is the usual case”. Yes this is a four seater which Autocar claims was at the 

heart of Triumphs design & achieved by using a fairly high, distinctive Triumph, radiator & 

scuttle. The two door body carries right back over the fuel tank. 

The windscreen can be opened either by folding flat onto the scuttle or rotated about its 

bracket top upwards. This latter being described as “the usual  way”. 

Two electric windscreen wipers are provided with the motor & switch mounted on top of the 

windscreen. Strangely the this is on the passenger side, which Autocar praises as it is “not in 

the way of the driver”. 

With a wheelbase of 7ft 8 ¼ inch and a track of 3ft 7 ½ inch , the engine is rated at 8.9 bhp. 

Wire wheels with Magna hubs were fitted using 27x4.4inch tyres. 

Autocar seemed to be fascinated by the carburation system which used a Solex carburetor 

which fed fuel via a pipe over the top of the engine to an “enclosed passage in the head” to 

the inlet valves. This they felt approximated a down draught system. 

Similarly the inlet & exhaust system of overhead inlet & side exhaust is said to be of the 

most modern design. The pistons are of Aluminium with steel con rods and lubrication is by 

means of a gear pump mounted on the side of the crank case . This draws oil through a filter 

in the sump and the feeds it under pressure to the crankshaft, big end bearings &. 

 overhead rockers. 
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No fan belt is used instead a triangulated double-roller chain drives the dynamo, which to my 

mind is itself quite interesting. The rear of the dynamo carries the contact breaker & the 

distributor which are vertical & close to the coil. 

The engine & gearbox are mounted as a unit on rubber buffers and a single plate clutch is 

used. 

Lockheed hydraulic brakes are used on all four wheels but the hand brake is by means of an 

expanding transmission brake mounted at the rear of the gearbox. The hand brake lever is 

described as being placed differently from other cars in that it is not on the passengers side of 

the gear lever but on the drivers side. 
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Suspension being by half elliptic springs both front and back , those at the back being 

underslung while at the front the dumbirons are hidden by a removable apron. Since 

Silentblock bushes are used in the spring eyes, it is claimed that lubrication is not necessary. 

 

 

The smoothness of the engine is said, by Autocar, to be outstanding as is the gear change and 

road holding. 

As if as an afterthought, since they make no mention of any instrumentation, the large 

diameter  Ashby sprung steering wheel is considered to be one of the attractions and gives 

excellent control. 

So for a moderate price of  £ 225 you could have a car “ with the distinctly commendable 

merit of being a sports car with considerable refinement in its running”. 

Eric Fletcher  

With thanks to “The Autocar , February 26th 1932. 
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Tr8/ tr7-v8 Technicalities. 
 

Now if you have won the Lotto, want to double the value of your car , or compete with Geof 

fCraigs marvelous GT6’s engine, then contact www.webcon.co.uk 

They are offering , for your Rover V8 ( either 3.5 or 3.9) a Cross Ram Weber kit comprising 

4 genuine Weber 45DCOE carbs together with manifold ,rotary linkage,throttle cable, 

thermostat housing & Webcon mesh filters. Part number is PRV402 . All of this for only £ 

2,583 !!!! 

 
TR6 TECHICALITIES 

The Torments of  Triumph TR 6 Fuel Injection  

By Dennis Cook 

Just after I purchased my CR series TR6, I was able to purchase a 
brand-new old stock Lucas fuel pump which I fitted to the car, having 
heard of the reputation of these cars for overheating of the fuel pump, 
together with the ubiquitous cooling coils. The metering unit was then 
overhauled by the late Campbell Miller and, together with new fuel 
injection pipes , correctly timed by John Dobbins, and the car ran 
smoothly and fault free for many years.  I used to wonder if the poor 
reputation of the Lucas fuel injection could be justified. During the time 
that I worked in Botswana, however,  the TR 6 was all but un-driveable 
during the summer due to overheating of the fuel pump;  leaving one 
stranded with no option but to wait for it to cool. In Cape Town there has 
never been an overheating problem but two recent successive national 
gatherings -2008 Mazelspoort and 2010 Drakensberg- required us to 
motor along the N1 with its frequent stop/go’s in the blazing sun due to 
roadworks, and through the Karoo where temperatures soar. On both of 
these trips the car came to a grinding halt several times as a result of 
overheating of the fuel pump, causing delays and frustration to the 
convoy.  
 
By now it is common knowledge that the main characteristic of the 
Lucas electric fuel pump is that it is notorious for overheating , and 
results in vapour lock in hot weather. Recently a number of the Cape 
Town centre members have had their Lucas pump replaced with the 
Bosch unit. A local specialist is not only replacing the pump, but also 
fitting modern Bosch injectors that function more efficiently at lower 
pressure to the original bodies. Encouraged by my wife who did not 
enjoy being stranded in the blazing Karoo heat, I eventually succumbed 
and also had this conversion done to my car, and assumed that the 

http://www.webcon.co.uk/
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overheating problem was a thing of the past. A couple of weeks later we 
took a drive out to Stellenbosch on an early summer's day when 
temperatures soared into the high 30s. Having stopped at a farm stall 
for lunch, where the TR6 was parked in the open with no shade, I 
remarked that at least we no longer had to worry about the overheating 
fuel pump problem. My heart sank, however, when I got in; turned the 
key and heard the agonising groans coming from the Bosch fuel pump, 
so familiar a sound, and so dreaded. We pushed the car into some 
shade and I phoned a friend, a TR6 owner, Barrie Downes, who I knew 
had been having some trouble with his Bosch fuel pump, to seek his 
counsel. Barrie informed me that the Bosch unit could equally overheat 
in similar circumstances, and that the best thing was to wait for it to cool. 
Jo and I had a Coke; read half of the Sunday Times while the car cooled 
and eventually started for home; definitely disappointed at the result of 
such a significant investment.  
 
Barrie came over to give me a hand a few days later and pointed out 
that the Bosch pump had been wired to the existing wiring that had fed 
the Lucas unit, which guaranteed a voltage drop to the pump. Although 
we could not measure it, the literature says that it could be as little as 9 
V.   It seems that the long travel and circuitous route of the wiring results 
in significant voltage drop at the pump. In addition the Lucas pump 
requires 3.5 amps while the Bosch pump draws 9 amps, resulting in 
overheating.  With his assistance we took a feed directly from the 
battery via an in-line blade fuse and a 4 pole Bosch relay to the pump.  
Barrie recommended a solid core, heavy gauge wire, to ensure god 
current flow. This we obtained by splitting out some heavy duty 
household electrical wire.  The wiring was taken through a convenient 
grommet on the firewall into the cockpit near the driver position and 
routed under the carpets. Just at the backrest panel is a conveniently 
located hole that allows one to feed the wire into the boot area behind 
the fuel tank, so that the whole run is out of sight. We located the relay 
behind the boot cardboard liner, where the old Lucas unit was fitted and 
then down a hole in the boot to the Bosch pump, now fitted in the wheel 
arch.  It seems that the fuel pump problem is as much a result of the 
voltage drop as ambient temperatures, and can be overcome by wiring 
directly to the power source. Now,  I cannot help but wonder if I had so 
wired the Lucas pump whether I could have saved all the cost and 
agony of the Bosch conversion. If you are experiencing problems with 
your Lucas unit overheating perhaps you might want to try improving the 
wiring before anything else.  
Another contributing factor to the overheating of the fuel pump is the 
level of fuel in the tank. The metering distributor returns excess fuel not 
injected to the fuel tank which is heated by being in close proximity to 
the engine. The lower the fuel level in the tank the less the ability of the 
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fuel in the tank to dissipate the heat being returned, thus contributing to 
the overheating of the pump. 
 
Has the direct wiring sorted the overheating problem? Well, there has 
not been another such hot day to test it, but we shall see. In the interim I 
had returned the car to the guy who did the conversion because it would 
not run in top gear under 2500 rpm; was intractable and jerky at low 
revs, although it started perfectly every time. Assisted by the factory 
manual to get the distributor timing correct, the car came back much 
improved and a pleasure to drive. Rod, who did the conversion, then 
told me that he could not get the car perfectly set up because of air 
leaking at the spindles of the throttle bodies, and recommended that I 
get the throttle bodies rebushed and /or fit new spindles before bringing 
the car back for further tuning.  Wanting to get it right, I blissfully 
disassembled the throttle assemblies a few weeks ago only to find: 

• The aluminium throttle bodies don’t really wear, but the spindles 
do. 

• The fittings swaged at the ends of the spindles for cross linking 
make it all but impractical to have new spindles made. 

• No one in the world can supply new spindles for the CR series 
TR6 (although the simplet CP series are available) 

 
Watch for further developments , but at least sympathise that my car 
has now been off the road for several weeks. 
  
TR6 FITTING A BOSCH PETROL PUMP 
 

And from John Dobbins comes the following :- 

  

Having just read Dennis Cook’s account in the Cape Town newsletter of his fuel pump 

overheating problems with the Bosch pump recently fitted by a “Fuel Injection Specialist” I 

thought  it might help fellow TR6 Owners if I related some of my experiences related to 

using a Bosch pump in the place of an original Lucas pump. My first experience of fitting a 

Bosch pump was co-incidentally doing the conversion on George Bosch’s (not a pun) 

Mimosa LHD TR6. 

What is fundamentally important is to realise that the pump has to be gravity fed as per your 

SL Mercedes, BMW’s and Golf GTI’s where the pump is below the outlet of the fuel tank. 

Fuel acts a a cooling medium for the pump so any restriction such as a blocked filter and 

small diameter tank outlet will result in the pump overheating and fuel vaporising and the 

TR6 being immobile. On the BM’s etc there is a high pressure filter AFTER the pump plus 

the inlet pipe is 15mm not the 8mm on the standard TR6 system. 

BEFORE I GO FURTHER I MUST STATE THAT MY TR6 WHICH I HAVE OWNED 

SINCE 1981 HAS THE ORIGINAL SYSTEM AND HAS NEVER OVERHEATED, MIND 

YOU I DO SERVICE THE PUMP BEFORE A LONG TRIP AND USE A LUBICANT IN 

THE PETROL AS WELL, DONALD MC DONALD USES TWO STROKE OIL INHIS 

TR6! 

Electrical fuel pumps are designed to run on 12v plus the mechanical injectors open at 65psi. 

The ideal pressure going into the metering unit is about 100 psi. When one is starting the car 

under good conditions the voltage at the pump with the standard wiring due to resistance etc 
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is probably less than 10 volts so the fuel pressure is less than ideal- resulting in difficulty in 

starting especially when it is cold as the injectors are not opening. Solution is to fit a relay 

with a direct feed from the battery with the activation coming from Triumph’s original 

wiring for which ever pump you have. 

So if you are fitting a Bosch pump I suggest the following is done :- 

 

Change the outlet on the tank to 15 mm (household 15mm water pipe is perfect) 

 

Mount the pump horizontally as low as possible (the spare wheel well is good) 

 

Place a high pressure filter on the outlet side of the pump before the pressure release valve 

 

Rubber mount the pump (I use the cotton reels the exhaust guys use) 

 

Fit a relay for the power supply to reduce voltage drop during starting 

I hope this can help at least one TR6 owner out there and if you have any further questions 

please contact me on 0825080910 or 0116792954(H). 

Regards John Dobbins  

 

   
 

 
 
 

Solving the impossible- refurbishing TR 6 CR series throttle 
bodies.  
 

By Dennis Cook and Jack Cramp 
 
In my above article I had stated that, in my attempt to get rid of play in 
the throttle bodies, the situation was: 
 

• The aluminium throttle bodies don’t really wear, but the brass 
spindles do. 

• The fittings swaged at the ends of the spindles for cross linking 
make it all but impractical to have new spindles made. 

• No one in the world can supply new spindles for the CR series 
TR6 (although the simpler, underslung  CP series are available) 
 

Having done extensive research on the 
Internet it seemed that Prestige Injection 
in the UK was  
“the” specialist in resolving  the 
refurbishing of the throttle bodies, but 
Malcolm, the proprietor, informed me,  in a 
phone call, that the only solution that he 
could offer was to convert to the 
underslung linkages and simpler spindles 
of the CP series.  This would cost some 
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R4000 plus ex works. A friend who lives in nearby Fish Hoek, and who 
rebuilds SU Carbs (Jack Cramp) declared that he loves a challenge and 
that he would solve the problem for me. 
 
The difference between the CR series cars and the earlier CP, is that 
the spindles are properly interlinked so that movement of one is 
immediately conveyed to the other two without the cumbersome 
linkages of the CP which are prone to wear at several points. The CR 
linkages certainly offer a much better engineering solution, which is why 
BL made the change.  
 

Jack's problem was how to 
overcome the difficulty of 
machining the spindles with 
the linkages swaged at the 
ends of the spindles, and 
without removing them. It 
seemed impossible to be 
able to silver solder them 
back in position if the 
aluminium bodies were 
bushed and a method had to 
be found to line bore the 

bodies so that brass bushes could be fitted and the spindles restored to 
a close running fit. On removing the spindles we found wear of about 
0.016 in, particularly on the outer two spindles.  The wear however was 
confined to the outer ends of the spindles and, fortunately not the centre 
which lead Jack to believe that a solution could be found by treating 
both ends of the spindles without having to disturb the spindle in the 
middle at the throttle disc area. There are those who state that wear on 
the spindles of the fuel injected TR6 is not critical but now that the job is 
complete there is an undoubted improvement in the car. 
 
We found that someone had previously had a go at the throttle bodies, 
with one end peened over to try to close the leaks. The first problem that 
Jack had to resolve was to remove the screws holding the throttle discs 
on the spindles, as 4 had seized. He was able to use a Dremel, much 
like a dentist drill, to recut slots in the screw head in order to remove 
them. It was decided that the only way to retain the original spindles was 
to shrink a brass sleeve over the worn point next to the linkage on the 
one end and on the other, to machine the spindle and fit an oversize 
bush in the throttle body. The major challenge was to be able to put the 
throttle spindle assembly with its linkage in a chuck to do the machining. 
Jack resolved the problem of being able to machine the throttle body 
with the linkage in place by drilling a centre hole in the near the end of 
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the spindle and by creating an innovative holding jig that would be able 
to hold the lot true in the chuck of a lathe. 
  
As it was imperative that the borders of 
the throttle bodies will accept new bushes 
of different sizes two multi-flute cutters 
were made; one of 12 mm and the other 
15.5 mm. Each had a 200 mm long pilot 
shaft that entered the opposite bore 
before the cutter on the lathe starts 
machining. Having line bored the throttle 
bodies, the new brass bushes were made 
and fitted to the bodies. The spindles and 
discs were refitted and, after fitting, were 
tested with a dial indicator on one end to 
check for any backlash while turning the other with no measurable 
deviation. 
 
For those of you who do not know my friend Jack Cramp,  he is 83 
years old, sharp as the proverbial pin, computer literate and  loves a 
challenge; when I told him that there did not seem to be anyone in the 
world who could solve the refurbishment of the CR series spindles 
without reverting to the earlier type, he rose to and overcame the 
challenge. Jack has a thriving business rebuilding SU carburettors and 
makes most of the parts himself in his workshop at significantly lower 
cost than importing from the usual UK suppliers. Jack’s next challenge 
is to fit needle bearings in the TR 6 throttle bodies, so if anyone has, or 
knows of, a set of TR6 throttle bodies for sale please let me know. You 
can contact Jack at 021 785 1948 or email: cramp@mweb.co.za if you 
require SU carbs rebuilt to better than new standard.  
 

From the bookshelf  
 
The March issue  of Classic & Sports Car features a Spitfire on its front cover in its main 

preview page uses the complete Spitfire advert with the Spitfire Fighter that I edited as part 

of the cover of the March Sabrina.  

Four pages are devoted to a Spitfire buyers guide headlined as “ Michelloti’s fun baby sports 

car still makes a bargain practical classic 50 years after it’s launch.” 

 

Perhaps the most “must have” book for years is “Super Van & I” 

mailto:cramp@mweb.co.za
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As I said  “ a must have book” and a well worth R195. 

 

 

 

WANTED 
 
SPARES  

 

FOR SALE. 
 

Malcolm Black wants to sell his 1958 TR3A which was rebuilt in 1990. 

Asking price is R 150,000 ono & you can contact him on 

011 680 7461 or 082 401 7990 

 

Hats off to Steve Smith this is written in a clear fast 

style full of facts , telling as it is & was . Spades are 

called spades without any deferring to political 

correctness. The first part covers the rallying period 

that I competed in & the coverage of some of the 

parties ( that I even remember are hilarious) 

Because we were a Pariah country in the 80’s we did 

not know of Vans amazing career overseas & this is 

explained not to be the fault of our media but that 

Van had play his SA roots low key ( except  with 

competitors). Did you know that he spent 3 seasons 

as a GM works driver in the USA & that he raced 

NASCAR ? There is lots more & his criticism of SA 

motor sport & in particular MSA is going to rattle 

some cages. 
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WHAT CAR IS THIS?  
 

This should be an easy one. 

Ed 

 

Name the Make.  

Name the Model.  

Give the engine size. 

Where was it made & when?   

Does it have Triumph DNA,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH’S Mystery Car 
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This is a Vincent Hurricane & has been available since 1982 but the rights were purchased 

by Caburn Engineering of Haywards Heath, West Sussex in 1995 & still manufactured 

today. It’s GRP body was originally design to fit onto a Spitfire chassis, and even uses its 

hood, but is available with a wide choice of Triumph running gear. Thus you can have it with 

Spitfire, TR3, TR4. TR6 & Rover V8 engines coupled with the appropriate suspension & 

transmission. 

Comparing with a Spitfire makes interesting reading. 

 

 

 
  

SPITFIRE 1500 

 

HURRICANE 

BODY STEEL Fibreglass 
CHASSIS STEEL BACKBONE STEEL BACKBONE 

ENGINE 1493cc 1493cc 

POWER 71bhp @ 5500 rpm 112bhp @ 6600 rpm 

TRANSMISSION 4 SPEED MANUAL 5 SPEED MANUAL 

BRAKES DISC FRONT/ DRUMS REAR DISC FRONT/ DRUMS 

REAR 

LENGTH 3683mm 3742mm 

WIDTH 1448mm 1448mm 

HEIGHT + HOOD 1219mm 1170mm 



 29 

WEIGHT 850 kg 600 kg 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Barn Find TR3A 
By Dennis Cook with Mike Billington 

One is sometimes amazed by how unexpected coincidences bring 
about a result,  almost as if it was meant to happen. Mike Billington is 
one of our members who owns a Spitfire and lives in Noordhoek for 
about six months of each year. His daughter who lives with them, 
resides here permanently. It seems that in discussion with her specialist, 
a Dr Francois Daubenton, she mentioned that her father owned a 
Triumph Spitfire. The doctor told her that he had owned a Triumph 
TR3A, since 1973, and which had been stored on axle stands for the 
past 27 years. In her enthusiasm Mike’s daughter told Dr Daubenton 
that he should not worry as her father would fix his car and get it back 
on the road. 
 
Fast forward to Friday 20 April and Mike had become a co-owner with 
Dr Daubenton,  in return for his restoring the car,  and had it offloaded at 
his Noordhoek house, to begin the daunting task of repairing or 
rebuilding the car. Mike invited me to come and look at his find, and I 
was amazed to find a very original and unmolested TR3A, with some 
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118,000 recorded miles. It seems that shortly after the Daubentons 
moved to Cape Town in 1985, the petrol pump had stopped working 
and, although he had plans to refurbish the car, pressures of building a 
practice and raising a family resulted in its remaining in his garage until 
Mike came to remove it. 
 
The car appeared to have left the line in 1960, but was probably first 
registered in 1961. It was assembled by Motor Assemblies in Durban, 
bears the local job number STR 981;  commission number TS32033 
and engine number TS 13480E. 
This car appeared on the original TR register of the late Graham 
Cheetham with F.  Daubenton as the owner.   The coincidences 
continued when we perused the file of documents and receipts that Dr 
Daubenton had provided, and Mike found that the original owner of the 
car from 1961 to 1970 was one Jonathan Field of Avex Aviation who, it 
turns out, is Mike's brother-in-law. He still has to contact him in the UK 
to see what other information he can gather about the car whilst in his 
possession . 
 
The second owner was one M. Spence of Swaziland who sold the car in 
1973 to Francois Daubenton;  then a medical student living in 
Johannesburg, who enjoyed the attention that he and the car received 
from pretty girls at the time.  He was friends of the Swan brothers who, 
along with Alan Grant, were the nucleus of the TR enthusiasts in 
Johannesburg at the time.  Andrew Swan, of course, became the first 
President of the TR Register of SA. With original membership number 
18, Dr Daubenton would have been in the very first group of members of 
the then TR register of South Africa.  It seems that the car caught the 
right pretty girl, and Dr Daubenton married his wife, Mariette in 1974.  
During the recent National Gathering in Plett, TSCC President Alan and 
Jenny Grant said that they not only remembered Francois  well as one 
of the first members of the TR register but that his red TR3A, together 
with several others had formed the procession of honour at their 
wedding. Under advice from Andrew Swan , the engine was rebuilt 
around 1974/5 when the car had done 98,000 miles but  they used the 
car for only a few years, before locating  with the car to Pietemaritzburg 
for his internship. The car stood on axle stands in Johannesburg from 
1976 to 1984 when Francois and his wife returned to Johannesburg. 
The long standing TR  did not cover much distance before they 
relocated to Cape Town in 1985;  taking the car on the train as one 
could in those days. Sadly the car was only driven a couple of times in 
Cape Town before the petrol pump packed up and priorities of raising a 
family and building a practice resulted in the car being put on axle 
stands where it remained for the next 27 years.  
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What of the car?  As I have mentioned the car is very original in almost 
every respect except for the wiring that has undergone some mods and 
surgery. It is certainly a very well used motor car, but it appears to be 
complete and otherwise original in every respect.  It also provides some 
useful information from which to draw certain conclusions about the 
locally assembled TR3A’s. At some time during the 1970s the car 
underwent a respray which was done without proper surface preparation 
as the paintwork is badly cracked and crazed. Naturally, the interior is 
worn and torn and requires to be replaced. Since the engine was 
overhauled , albeit a long time ago, and it does not seem to have 
covered many  miles since then, Mike plans to try to start it after 
ensuring that the pistons are free .  He is already having the brakes 
done, and will make the car mobile and drivable before deciding further.  
 
In my opinion the best  thing to do with such a unique car is to strip it 
entirely and rebuild it as it would certainly be worth the investment and 
would result in a very nice original car. The co-owners have yet to 
decide the extent of the work that will be undertaken. Mike in “swallow’ 
fashion has taken off for what passes as summer in the UK where he 
will begin to collect bits and pieces in order to commence the work in 
September when he returns to Noordhoek. With the car came a box of 
valuable new, but 30 year old parts, brake pads, points,  filters, fan belt, 
plugs  etc  that will help the rebuild.  It will be interesting and fun to see 
the TR3A brought back to life and back into the Club. 
 

Thanks for the Memory 
 
Bob Pretorius produced a booklet to be raffled at the Nationals called “Down Memory 

Lane” which contained articles by several well known members. Bob has kindly allowed 

me to publish these articles in forthcoming issues of Sabrina, so here is the first. 

Ed 

The beginnings … by Alan Grant 
 
Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa… when and 
how it started.  
A short personal note, on the way I remember the 
events.  
Like all history, it depends on who you talk to and what 
you read, to get “their facts”! Here are the chronological 
facts that I think I know! … that resulted in the formation 
of the TSCC of SA. 
The beginnings of the Triumph Car Club movement, as 
we know it in South Africa, took place almost 
simultaneously in the minds of several South African 
motoring enthusiasts, in 1970. Coincidently, and 
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independently of the TR Register in England; formed in January 1970.                                                                                                                                           
Remember that the fastest method of communication between normal 
citizens was by telephone. We thought twice about the cost of making “trunk 
calls”. So it is remarkable how many parallel thoughts and actions took 
place, with no referral to those in other parts of South Africa. 
In Cape Town, in 1969 Chris Schultz bought a “non runner” TR 3, made it a 
“runner”, used it as daily transport, liked it and decided to restore it.  Nobody 
restored TR “rust buckets” in 1970!   
In 1972 Chris and Mike Allen were instrumental in starting a club in Cape 
Town, with like-minded people, who were discovering the simple robust 
performance of the TR. A meeting took place at almost exactly the same 
time as the same thing was happening in Johannesburg. Pity we do not have 
detailed records, but I guess Cape Town started a few weeks earlier! 

In Johannesburg, in 1970 I bought a TR 3, so that I could give it a quick few 
coats of paint and sell it at a profit, in order to buy an MG TC. The December 
“varsity vac.” was spent with Andrew Swan, fettling the TR.  
 
Once the TR was repaired to running order, the decision to keep it as every 
day transport was easy. We had discovered the simple joys of a torque, 
power and simplicity. This enthusiasm resulted in Andrew buying a TR 3. 
(Andrew Swan became the first President of the TSCC of SA). In early 1972, 
by complete coincidence, without knowing of the existence of the activities in 
Cape Town, we in Johannesburg   arranged a meeting to establishing a club 
for TR enthusiasts. We met at Lawrence Erasmus’ house. Ten or 15 excited 
owners arrived in cars of varying degrees of decay and “ripeness” for 
restoration. We agreed to arrange events, spent time discussing the design 
of a club badge, had very little thought about how we would fund the club!  A 
few activities took place, mainly around motor sport as the Historic Racing 
Car Register of SA had just been founded.  The TR seeds lay a little 
dormant, until 1974.  
Meanwhile, in Durban, Graham Cheetham, and John Moore had each 
bought TR 3s and found that more performance than an MGA, suited their 
motoring aspirations.  In 1974, having learnt about the TR Register in 
England, Graham had the foresight to advertise in South African Car 
Magazine, inviting TR enthusiasts to form “ The TR Register of South Africa”.  
* “      TR REGISTER FORMED 

I wonder, through your columns, whether I could mention the formation of the TR REGISTER of 

SA, which was formed to cater for all Triumph Sports cars, in early 1975? 

Groups of enthusiasts of these fabulous cars have got together in both Johannesburg and in 

Durban, and as a result the Register was started to keep information about them, and to provide 

spares and technical advice. 

It would be most encouraging if TR enthusiasts from other parts of the country could get in touch 

with the Register, so that they too could enjoy the benefits of membership. 

The Register Newsletter” Sabrina” is issued quarterly and the cast is R 2.50 per annum. 

For further details of the Register would TR owners please contact me at the address below. 

 

Graham Cheetham,  



 33 

TR Register of SA,  

4 Highways, 

Marion Hill Road, Pinetown, Natal 3600 “ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alan recalls:  

 

I can remember the odd serious discussion regarding the cost of subs. We once argued about a 

30cent (thirty cents!) increase. 

 

The result was The TR REGISTER OF SOUTH AFRICA, with John Moore as 
chairman 
and Graham as registrar/newsletter editor /events coordinator. Establishment 
of  
regional committees, created a “national body” communicating on matters of 
common interest.  
 
Members were kept informed by a regular quarterly newsletter (the first 
Sabrina 
was published in 1974.) 
 
This more organized approach paved the way for the establishment of the 
“spares fund” by Rene De Villiers and John Roets. Although the spares fund 
was established in Johannesburg it served all the regional centers. Rene kept 
a very methodical record system. (some things never change!) Rene and 
John devoted enormous amounts of effort and personal resources in 
acquiring parts.  
In 1978, Graham Cheetham and John Moore organized the first Triumph 
National Gathering. (Maselspoort) This bold and far sighted decision has 
continued to achieve the goals of preservation and use of Triumphs. This first 
gathering was held at the Maselspoort resort near Bloemfontein.  
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Not long after this 
national gathering it was 
recognized that 
encouraging all 
enthusiasts of Triumph 
cars, not just the side 
screen TRs, would 
enhance the 
membership and 
enjoyment of the club. A 
meeting was convened at 
the Green Lantern Inn at 
Van Rheenen in Natal, 
being the midway point between Durban and Johannesburg. It was agreed 
that the club name should be changed to “THE TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR 
CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA. “ 
If you visit the pub at the Green Lantern Inn you will find all Triumph Sports 
Car regalia as part of the decoration.  
The founder members were lucky enough to “have the opportunity at the 
beginning” but the real heroes are those members who continue to work 
enthusiastically to keep this wonderful association running, oil leaks and all! 

 
 

This next memory is not included in Bob’s book but fits in nicely and comes from John Dobbins. 

 
Turning the clock back to 21 November 1958 when my late mother Peggie turned 40 there 

was a ribbon wrapped creamTR3 in the garage at 5 Caledon Drive Three Rivers 

Vereeniging. It was my father’s birthday present for my mother – oh boy! was she excited 

and could not wait to show it off to her golfing mates at Maccauvlei the next Tuesday. 

My dad had bought the car from Claude Howat of Howat Motors Vereenining who were the 

local Triumph agents. The car was originally BRG but as my mother felt that green was an 

unlucky colour the car was sprayed cream and had beige interior and soft top and side 

screens. At the time carpets were an optional extra so it had rubber mats instead and needless 

to say no heater or seat belts. 

I was 13 at the time and at boarding school at the Ridge in Westcliff Johannesburg so you 

can imagine my surprise when I was fetched by my mother in a cream TR3 registration 

number TV866 and how I was the envy of my school mates. The car had the optional rear 

seat fitted so my two younger sisters Francie (10 at the time) and Wendy (8) had a place to 

sit as big brother had the passenger’s seat! At one point we had 4 kids in the car as my sisters 

had a friend squeezed between them at the back and got stopped by the local cop with a 

warning to say the car was overloaded! 

1959 saw me at school in Grahamstown at St Andrews College so only went in the TR 

during the 3 holidays per annum. As you all know as a boy by the time one turned 15 driving 

a car was a must so poor Mother had to get used to the grated gears etc in 1960. Dad used to 

take me to Vereeniging Brick and Tile, during holidays to also help me learn how to drive, 

Dad as a director of the company used this as a perk also so as not to endanger residents of 

Vereeniging! 

Fast forward to 1963 when I was in matric and turned 18 so could now get a driver’s license! 

Thanks to having contacts at the local traffic department I was able to do my learner’s and 
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main test during the same week of my August holidays- 3 term school. The driving test was 

done in the TR3 and passed first time even with no difficulty on the hill start with the TR3’s 

suspect hand brake. So back to school for the final term and prize giving so I felt great 

driving my dad’s Galaxie around the school grounds and Grahamstown . 

University followed the next year at Wits Engineering Department. First year was interesting 

being in residence and going from being a big fish in a small pond at school to a small fish in 

a bigger pond at Wits. No cars were allowed for first years so transport was hitching as one’s 

pocket money was better spent on beer and smokes!  

I was fortunate that in my second year my mother would loan me the TR every now and then 

as my sister was also at Wits and I would give her a lift back home to Vereeniging on 

weekends. For those of you that have experienced Highveld winters will appreciate how cold 

it is on the open road in a TR3 in the middle of the night especially with no heater! 

On my 21st birthday my parents gave me the TR3 so now I had my own car! It was not all 

plain sailing as I was still a student as one weekend the crankshaft broke on my way home to 

Vereeniging. Luckily at the time crankshafts were available at the time. I did however try to 

persuade Claude Howat to sell me his TR3 which had rolled at Grand Central during the 

Nine Hour, but typical of Claude he told me f##k off.  Claude still has the car which he has 

owned from new and when he rebuilt it converted it to TR3A specs- I guess being a Triumph 

agent helps. 

The TR3 was repaired and continued as my transport for the rest of my university time at 

Wits and my first years of working and earning money. At the end of 1969 I decided that I 

should visit the UK (my place of birth) to experience first- hand why  my parents had left. At 

the time it was far less expensive to travel to England via the Union Castle Line than fly 

SAA plus one had a 14 day holiday.  The decision was made to travel on the SA Vaal to 

Southampton , however I still was short of funds so the TR3 had to go and eventually a 

certain Di Sharp bought the car and I was R300 better off.   My sister Francie was due to join 

me on the adventure but romantic factors dictated otherwise so it was off to Capetown in the 

new Galaxie- my dad was a Ford fan. The Ceres earthquake had just occurred so we  were 

able to see the devastation in the area- quite frightening but still nothing like what has 

happened recently in New Zealand and Japan. 

Farewells were said on the quay side with suitable streamers linking us from ship to shore till 

the tugs moved the SA Vaal away from the quay side. 14 days of a different life followed 

especially as the ship was half full and there were more staff than passengers so food and 

service were excellent- November is not a popular time to travel to England due to the 

oncoming cold winter weather. 

Arrival at Southampton was in typical grey English early winter  weather expecting to meet 

my Dad’s cousin who lived there so you can imagine how surprised I was to see my Dad 

standing on the quay side. When he got back to Vereeniging from Cape Town he was told he 

had to go to Europe on business- well that is what he told me- so he had taken an SAA flight 

to London. With minimal fuss through customs and immigration we were off to the New 

Forest which is where my Dad’s cousin lived- I don’t know why the Poms call it the New 

Forest as Sherwood Forest goes back to the time of Robin Hood and they are one and the 

same and very pretty and full of great pubs! 

From Southampton it was off to Reigate south of London to work for Redland Engineering 

who were a supplier to Ford of jigs and fixtures so I had a number of visits to Dagenham, 

where I saw a Capri and places an order for a 3000GT XLR as I was able to purchase it 

without purchase tax if I exported it within a year. As it was the first production run of the 3 

litre Capri there were numerous snags on the assembly line and I had to wait 3 months for 

the car, but what excitement when I fetched the car at the Ford showroom in London on 

Oxford Street. Driving out of London to Cardiff in Wales where I was now working was 

quite an experience, firstly because the traffic was heavy plus with the sun being in the 

southern direction as compared to the northern direction we in Africa are used to East 

effectively becomes West when you are using the sun as the reference. Having arrived at the 
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same intersection a couple of times it dawned on me where I was going wrong in my attempt 

to go west to Cardiff. 

My training in die casting at Dialoy near Cardiff came to an end in March 1970 and I headed 

off to Essen in Germany to work as a technical writer (in English!) for a company importing 

raw materials from SA for the UK and Europe. Having left my car in England I was totally 

reliant on public transport which was fantastic and was able to watch the  sports car race at 

Spa plus various soccer matches of the German league. 

  July saw me heading back to the UK as my parents were over on holiday and we had 

planned a European tour for the 3 of us in the Capri so we set off to Newcastle to catch the 

ferry to Bergen in Norway and set off on a 6000 mile adventure in Europe taking in the 

sights of Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Italy and France- quite 

something! 

August was soon drawing to an end and the thought of another winter in England did not 

appeal so plans were made to return to SA by boat, making sure I had been out of the 

country for more than a year otherwise I would have had to pay import duty on my Capri. 

What is interesting is the cost of shipping the car to Cape Town was R80-00 because it was 

deemed to be accompanied luggage and the cost was based on volume! Out of interest the 

landed cost of the Capri was R1800-00 while they were retailing here for R2900-00 at the 

time and the Rand was 1.68 to the Pound! 

Next priority was for this long haired, bearded hippy to find a job as I owed my Dad far too 

much money so it was a haircut and shave and interview time which resulted in my starting 

work at Alcan in Pietermaritzburg in February 1971. Soon the lack of a TR in my life started 

to play on me and I put the word out I was looking for a TR3A and some months later Anne 

Ryan who was in charge of the lab said her husband was selling his Cortina GT to a fellow 

who had a TR3A he wanted to sell for the same price as the Cortina so I paid Anne’s 

husband R500-00 and became the proud owner of a blue TR3A with steel hard top and soft 

top. 

 At the end of 1974 I completed my BCOMM degree at Natal University which Alcan had 

sponsored for my part time study and refunded me the cost of the degree which amounted to 

R2500 more or less. Like so many of us an ETYPE was always on my shopping list so when 

a flat floor coupe was advertised by an architect in Pinetown the money was instantly 

allocated and I was the proud owner  of the 120th RHD ETYPE coupe. Round about this time 

I started getting interested in motor racing and raced a few times in Clubmans in the TR and 

ETYPE but was always concerned about the costs and other consequences if there was 

accident or mechanical damage to either car so some time later I sold the ETYPE and bought 

a race prepared Lotus 7. Rob Thompson who had aTR2 told me that at the next meeting at 

Roy Hesketh the idea was to start a Triumph club so as I was racing I met Graham 

Cheetham, John Moore, Alan Grant, Andrew  Swan etal, paid my subs and became member 

number two.  

The TR3A had a body off rebuild by myself in British Racing Green  over 4 months and had 

it finished just in time for the first Nationals in Masselspoort- or so I thought as when I filled 

the tank with petrol  when we were due to leave it sprung a leak so the tank was drained and 

the car parked! My everyday car at that stage was a Corsair GT and no way was I going to 

the Nationals in that so it was a weekend at home instead. 

Employment opportunities for engineers in PMB are very limited and salaries not great so in 

late 1978 a 50% increase in remuneration offer resulted in a move to the Reef. By this stage I 

had bought another ETYPE and a 420 Jag and Liz had her beetle so the logistics of moving 

the cars was quite a challenge as my new employer would only pay the costs for one car. Part 

of the solution was to fit a tow hitch to the TR3A and A framed the Lotus 7 to JHB and get 

lifts to PMB whenever I could to collect cars.  

Soon I was involved with the JHB Centre and found myself on the committee looking after 

regalia. The ETYPE being an ex Durban car was full of rust and was sold for R3500-00 
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when the late Nick Barclay decided to sell his TR5 for the same amount!  By his stage my 

children Greg and Lisa were too big for the back of a TR3 and the TR5 became mine. 

In 1981 at a noggin Marius Labuschagne advertised he wanted to sell his TR6 to help 

finance the purchase of a TR7. Afterwards I made him an offer and the next morning he 

phoned to say he accepted my offer. The problem now was how could I finance the TR6 and 

so the TR3A had to go and she was sold to Neville Whitford from PE for R4500-00 who in 

turn had to sell his Spitfire. So the TR3A had increased in value from R500-00 in 1972 to 

R4500-00 in 1981- not a bad return considering the fun I had in her. 

Being on the committee results in one thing leading to another and found myself as National 

Chairman for 4 years which terminated at the 10th anniversary Nationals in Sedgefield which 

were organised by the Cape Town centre under the eagle eye of Hinke Nixon! 

TR7’s started to become very reasonably priced in the mid to late 80’s so I started buying 

them and over the years have owned over 40 in various states and specs including  V8s and 

the TR8 that Eric Fletcher now owns! 

Over the years I have owned most  post Triumph Sports Cars except a TR4A, Spitfire 1500 

and GT6 plus a number of the saloons such as Stags (maybe a sports car ?) , 2000MK1, 

Chicane, Vitesse MK2 and Dolomite Sprint. So all of this begs the question as to what is my 

favourite Triumph ? The answer is not clear cut as they all have something going for them as 

the side screens have visual classic appeal and sentimental value while the TR6 has the 

performance and relative comfort as does the Stag which is perfect with a smallish family 

while a TR7V8/TR8 has the comfort handling and POWER. If you analyse the facts the one 

I have had the longest is the TR6 and the ones I have had the most of are the TR7/8 and it is 

a hard choice between the TR6 and a genuine RHD TR8 but I would have to go with the 

TR6. Mind you a TR3A, TR6 and TR8 would do well in my garage!  

  

     

 

 

 

 

 

INFORMATIVE ROAD SIGN 
 
On my way to Plett just after the almost 100km piece of dead straight road ( only 2 slight 

curves) between Aberdeen & Uniondale you come to an extreme and marvelous relief from 

boredom. This is because one after another come Perdepoort, Buyspoort and Ghwarriepoort,  

now in one of these I saw the unusual road sign, reproduced below. At the time I was too 

overjoyed at the twists & turns to stop but vowed to myself to photograph it on the way back. 

One wonders what prompted the thought to install the sign, could it mean Tap Off ( slow 

down) ? 
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