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BEWARE OF SPIDERS !! 
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KZN                                                    www.tscckzn.za.net 
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TR DRIVERS CLUB                                 www.trdrivers.com 

MOSS www.moss-europe.co.uk 
TR REGISTER                                         www.tr-register.co.uk 

STAG OWNERS CLUB                            www.stag.org.uk 
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RIMMER BROS                                        www.rimmerbros.co.uk 

TRIUMPH WEDGE OWNERS USA         e.krakowski@prodigy.net 
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TRIUMPH DOLOMITE CLUB                    www,triumphdolomite.co.uk 
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The back cover Photograph is of the Belgium TR Register’s 
visit to France in 1995 and shows them lined up alongside 

the derelict pits at the defunct Reims circuit. 
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 Editorial 
 

So 2011 comes to an end & with it the promise of a busy 2011 with the Nationals just around the corner. 

Personally 2011 was especially rewarding with the Sabrina subscribers exceeding 275. This is not counting 

the Overseas mailing list which includes the UK,USA, Belgium & Sweden. In this regard it was most 

pleasing to see the TR Register reproduce Bill Sales’s TRLEXUS story & the TR Drivers Club did likewise 

with my HRG tale. 

Incidentally my thanks to all of you, who were turned on by the HRG mystery car & sent me comments & 

answers. This to me is what Sabrina is all about , a forum for comment & ideas. 

Interestingly the TR Register has commented that Sabrina seems to be blessed with a less rigid content 

protocol than they.  

That being said do have a concern that you are not sending me enough material & therefore my rag bag is 

exceedingly low. If it wasn’t for the likes of Dennis Cooke, Beyers Vermaak & John Dobbins we would be 

in an exceedingly sorry state.I have enough mystery cars to take me to June next year & the Spitfire 

Competition story will only last to the March issue and the Spitfire/GT6 saga reaches its end in this issue. 

I have for years been asking for a story on John Fletterman’s droop snoot TR3 & similary for the Spitfire 

Monaco in Cape Town, all too no avail. 

I am sure that there are many more similar tales out there so what about it? 

Put simply I NEED YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS> 

With that said all my best wishes to you all for the festive season & may you have all your New Years 

wishes come true. 

Eric Fletcher 

 

 

Please note that I have joined the Retirement Brigade.  

 I have more chance to win the Lotto than to get a decent Internet connection 

which means that other than the telephone I will be not contactable on a daily 

E-Mail basis. 

 I will, once a week, go into town for a coffee & Internet link. 

Thus it will be doubly important for you to make sure that your submissions for 

SABRINA are E-Mailed to me by the deadline date (which can always be 

found at the bottom of the contents page.) 

 Failure to meet the deadline will mean your submission will not appear in that 

issue of Sabrina. 

 

Editor 
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Chairman’s Chat 
 

“I suppose leadership at one time meant muscles; but today it means getting along with people.”  Mohandas 

Gandhi  

I guess that you already know what I would like to discuss with you in this chat. Yes it is LEADERSHIP.  

We have had several centre Annual General Meetings recently and in most cases there were sort of a 

reluctance to get involved in the management of the Triumph Sports Car Club.  I guess that the older 

members feel that they have done their bit when they had the energy and strength to be involved. It is now 

time for our younger members to start taking ownership of the club for the future.  With this I am not saying 

that our older members cannot still be involved, on the contrary, they have to be to lead, teach, inform and 

pass on their expertise to the next generation.  I was elected to be on the committee in Cape Town after 

being a member of the club for one year only and gave the club my personal leadership abilities and learned 

the Triumph way whilst performing duties for the club. You don’t have to be a Triumph fundi to be a leader.  

We should not struggle to get members to commit to managing the Triumph Club centres as it should be an 

honour to be involved in the management of one of the best classic car clubs in South Africa, a real honour.    

I am thus appealing to you, our members to get involved in the management of the centre. I am also 

expressing a hearty word of thanks to everyone that was involved in the management of the centres across 

the country. We really appreciate the efforts that you have put in to take the club where it is today. If it 

wasn’t for you, then who knows where we might have been today???? 

Next year from 26 April to 1 May will be the 18th Triumph Sports Car National Gathering and thus far we 

have had only 50 registrations. It is a great event and no-one that attended the event ever complained to me 

that they did not enjoy it, on the contrary informed me that it was too short and that they would have loved it 

if it was longer!!  What can be better to drive in convoy with other Triumphs from your destination to one of 

the most beautiful parts of our country? Then to spend a couple of days dedicated to Triumphs, catching up 

with friends made over the years and making new friends that have the same passion for the TRs as you.  

Many discussions, chats, views, technical issues, friends, meals and drinks are only a few of the benefits of 

attending, not forgetting inspecting and viewing the Triumphs that will be parked all over the resort and 

displayed for the period of the gathering.  I am already looking forward to it and have even re-motivated 

myself just writing this chat to you.  The Eastern Province centre’s members have pulled out all the stops to 

ensure that you will not only enjoy yourself, but be part of a fantastic event!! I am urging you to please 

consider attending this event, you will not regret it!! 

Suzette and I would also like to take this opportunity of wishing you and your families a Merry Christmas 

and best wishes for 2012, may it be a fantastic year!!!  Please drive safely, rest well and don’t forget to book 

for the 2012 Plettenberg Bay national gathering!! 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/mohandasga150713.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/mohandasga150713.html
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I leave you with a last thought from Nelson Mandela: “It is better to lead from behind and to put others in 

front, especially when you celebrate victory when nice things occur. You take the front line when there is 

danger. Then people will appreciate your leadership.” 

Triumphant Regards, 

Gerhard Vorster 

  
treasurers report 
 

Hi Everyone, 

Just a few words from me on the subject of fees for 2012. We have some good news & some bad news. 

Good news first.  

We have managed to keep the fees as they were for 2010 & 2011.  

That is R20 for National Membership for the year & R110 for 4 issues of Sabrina. Should any one rejoin 

after the end of February 2012 then the cost for Sabrina is R82.5, i.e 3 issues only. 

At this point I would like to say a very BIG  “ Thank You”  

to the Secretaries/Treasurers of all the Centres for promptly paying in fees collected to the National 

Account. This has made it easier for Eric & I to efficiently process memberships & for these people to 

receive Sabrina on time. 

Also for the first time since we took on our jobs within the Triumph Club, we have reached over 400 

members & Sabrina also has its largest subscription with just on 275 for this issue. 

 

2008 2009 2010 2011 

349 358 395 401 

Increase 9 37 6 

Cumulative % 2.6 13.2 15 

 

 

This is really awesome given the economic times that we have all endured for the past few years and is 

against the trend being shown by some of the other Marque Clubs whose memberships are apparently 

declining. Let’s try to continue this trend for 2012. 

Now the bad News. 

This is the last opportunity to remind each member that 2012 fees have to be paid by the end of December 

2011 due to the MSA membership year.  

Fees not received by then will not be reflected on the membership data base & consequently will NOT 

RECEIVE THE MARCH ISSUE OF SABRINA, so members & Treasures get your payments in early. 



 v 

 

2012 is going to be another big year for the Triumph Club of South Africa with National Gathering in Plett     

to look forward to, so do not miss out on being part of it at all. 

David & I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a wonderful Christmas & may the New Year 

see all your dreams come true. 

 

Judy Harris 

 

National Secretary/Treasurer 

 

 

Registrars Report 
 
The good news is that we managed to break through the 1000 mark of cars in the South African Triumph 

register. In fact, we have at the time of writing (08-11-2011), recorded the details of 1008 cars. 

There are still quite a number of Triumphs out there that need be ‘discovered’, especially in terms of the 

Triumph saloons such as the Chicane series. These cars, in the context of the popularity they enjoyed during 

their heyday in the seventies of the previous century, are in my opinion under-represented in our register. In 

the table below is an analysis of the numbers of Triumph saloons currently recorded: 

SIX CYLINDER SALOONS NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF 

SALOONS 

Triumph 2000 Mk1 27 20,45 

Triumph 2000 Mk2 16 12,12 

Triumph 2500 PI 8 6,06 

Triumph Chicane TC Mk1 32 24,24 

Triumph Chicane TC Mk2 37 28,03 

Total 6-cylinder saloons 120 90,90 

FOUR CYLINDER 

SALOONS 

  

Triumph 1300 FWD 1 0,75 

Triumph 1500 FWD 8 6,06 

Triumph Dolomite 1 0,75 

Triumph Dolomite Sprint 1 0,75 

Triumph Toledo 1 0,75 

Total 4-cylinder saloons 12 9,10 

 

The Triumph 1500 FWD (front wheel drive) saloon that appeared on the South African market in 1968 is 

the only four cylinder model range produced locally. The rest, such as the 1300 FWD, the Dolomites, as 

well as the Toledo were all special imports that most likely accompanied immigrants from the United 

Kingdom during the sixties and seventies of the 20th  century. I am surprised, however, that we have so few 

1500 FWD saloons in the register in view of the numbers that were manufactured locally. 

In terms of the larger saloons I am still at a loss why so few 2500 PI (Petrol Injection) saloons survived 

because they caused quite a stir during their local production years in the early seventies in terms of their 

phenomenal performance at the time. Equipped with basically the same engine as the TR5 and TR6 sports 

cars they could show some expensive German saloon cars a clean pair of heels.  

I covered the history and development of the six cylinder saloons quite adequately in my reports of 

December 2010 and March 2011 and shall therefore not repeat it here. In view of the relatively longer 

production runs and sales figures it is not surprising that the six cylinder saloons account for 90% of the 

Triumph saloons in the register. Having said that, I still maintain that there are far too few recorded in our 

register. 

In my report at the TSCC BGM at Drakensville in April 2010 I indicated that we had the details of 931 

Triumphs in the register and that we should try to reach the magic figure of 1000 by the time of the 2012 
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national gathering. Well, I am pleased that we managed to surpass that figure in September this year. What I 

am aiming for now is a 1030 at our national event in April 2012. If our members who care about our register 

continue to find new candidates for the register the new objective will be well within our reach. 

May all of our members and readers enjoy many blessings over Christmas and the festive season. Thank you 

for your continued support. 

 

Nols Pienaar 

 

SAMCA REPORT 
John Dobbins reports that as a result of Craig Anderson’s efforts SAMCA has been successful in its 

application to join the MSA. 

The following will be applicable:- 

 1. There will be an annual capitation fee of R1.00 per member as a full member of MSA. 

 2. The fee will cover from now until December 2012. 

 3. All members will have to sign an indemnity to be held on file by MSA. 

 4. We will not report to any  Commission whatsoever but be under the ambit   of the 

MSA office/manco. 

 5. A Gymkana for a club eg MG is viewed as a closed club event with a    waiver 

permit & no licence. 

 

         6. There are all sorts of ramifications for everyone from the new Sports Bill,   

 which MSA has managed to fine tune. 
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LHD VEHICLES 
I am including the following issue under the SAMCA heading because it is an issue that SAMCA are closely 

involved with . 

There have been several updates & amendments to the SOUTH AFRICAN ROAD TRAFFIC ACT during the 

past few months & the last came into force on June 29th in Gazette No 34407. One is of particular 

importance to the owners of LHD cars. 

 

“Left –hand drive steered vehicles: Legality is clarified – the owner of such a vehicle may, if the 

vehicle was licensed in his name before 23 July 2004 , sell the vehicle and the new owner may licence 

it” 

 

I suggest that all of you with LHD cars do two things, first check your registration papers & then send the 

details to our Registrar , Nols. This will allow Nols to have a register specifically for LHD Triumphs.  It is 

too easy to make a mistake , at first reading I thought that my 8 fell outside of the ruling but was relieved 

when checking to discover that I was safe. 

Ed 

 

 

NATIONAL GATHERING 2012 
 

 

 

 

                                  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 26 April 

2012 until 1 May 2012 in Plettenberg Bay 

 

The Nationals 2012 Organising Committee is chomping at proverbial bit and prancing in the starting grid to 

commence implementation of the final plans for the excursion to Plettenberg Bay. All details are ready for 

getting the spinning organisational wheels some firm traction on the road ahead.  
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It is imperative that we to receive outstanding completed registration forms from all members attending 

Nationals 2012, as well those last minute registrations in order for the finalisation of numbers so that we can 

inform our service providers. We want you in Plettenberg Bay! Come and ENJOY! 

 

So if you have not registered and booked accommodation …the details are provided below. 

 

The Programme  

 

 am pm  Evening 

Thursday 

26 April 

 14:00 -17:00 

Registration 

18:00 

Welcome Function 

Friday  

27  April 

Cleaning  

Leisure day  

10:00 

Late 

Registration 

Free 

National Chairman’s TSCCSA meeting ( Centre 

Chairmen only) 

Saturday 

28 April 

08:30 

Triumph       Concours 

 Procession 

 

17:00 

BGM 

Sunday 

29 April 

8:30 

Mystery Run/Tour le 

Plett 

  

14:00 

Driving Test 

 

FREE 

Monday 

30 April 

8:30 

Knysna    Excursion 

18:30 

Prize-Giving 

Dinner/Dance 

Tuesday 

1 May 

au revior   

 

 

REGISTRATION 

 

Registrations forms are available from Heinz Koncki (h.koncki@gmail.com  or Fax 044 873 525 0) or in 

Sabrina (March 2011) or the local TSCC Chairman. Registration forms are also available on the 

www.tsccpe.co.za website. 

Members are reminded that paid up registration date closes at the end of December 2011 to facilitate final 

arrangements. After this date a penalty will be added. 

 

REGISTRATION FEES and Event Costs 

These are payable to: Name: Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa: Bank: First National Bank, 

Newton Park; 

Account No: 5343 000 9861; Branch Code: 261050 

Reference: Your name and Nationals 2012  

mailto:h.koncki@gmail.com
http://www.tsccpe.co.za/
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ACCOMMODATION 

 8 luxury 5 star accommodation Units are still available at the River Club. The organisers would like to 

centralise accommodation at the River Club. All aspects of accommodation is being handled for your 

convenience by Mandie at Robberg Estates (Tel: 044 533 2505 Fax: 044 533 4102) or 

mandie@plettenbergbay.com .  

Once this venue is fully booked, then Robberg Estates have assured us that they will find alternate 

accommodation in the immediate adjacent vicinity. 

 

 

The committee wishes to thank all the members who have registered for Nationals 2012 and also the 

chairman of TSCC Centres and the scribes of the various club newsletters, who have promoted what we feel  

is going to be another tremendously relaxing Nationals in the picturesque surrounds of Plettenberg Bay. The 

Sabrina edition in March 2012 will endeavour to inform members fully of latest developments.  

 

In the meanwhile enjoy a Blessed Fea(s)tive Season with family and friends and plan your journey in 

preparation for a great  Nationals 2012, with fellow Triumphites….. karretjie talking and off course viewing  

those magnificent  Triumphs. 

 

CM “BOB” Pretorius ( Chairman-Convener: 

 E-mail: bob.pretorius@gmail.com) and the Organising 2012 Triumph Nationals Team. 

 

 

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA 
 

BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING 2012 

 

1 NOTICE OF BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING. 

 Notice is hereby given to all members of the Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa of the 

Biennial General Meeting to be held at Plettenberg Bay Drakensberg on 28 April 2012. 

2 AGENDA 

2.1 Welcoming 

2.2 Apologies / Attendance Register 

2.3 Minutes of previous BGM and matters arising from it 

2.4 Financial Statement – National Account 

2.5 Financial Statement – Sabrina Account 

2.6 Financial Statement – Graham Cheetam Fund 

2.7 Financial Statement – Spares 

2.8 Report – National Chairman 

2.9      Report – Registrar 

2.10 Report - Spares 

2.11 National Gathering 2014 

2.12 General Issues 

2.13 Selection of office bearers 

2.14 Closure  

 

 

3 VOTING PROXY 

Should any member not present wish to cast his/her vote by proxy, the signed proxy letter must be 

submitted to the Chairman prior to the commencement of the BGM. 

 

The proxy letter should read as follows: 

mailto:mandie@plettenbergbay.com
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I ………….(name) …. being a member in good standing of the Triumph Sports Car Club of South 

Africa, hereby nominate ………..(name)…….. on my behalf to vote on matters of the Triumph Sports 

Car Club of South Africa, raised during the course of the BGM  to be held at Plettenberg Bay 

Drakensberg on 28 April 2012. 

 

Date:…………………………  Signed:……………………………….. 

 

 

4 NOMINATION OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBER 

Should any member in good standing of the Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa wish to propose e 

fellow member to the position of an Elected Committee Member of the Triumph Sports Car Club of 

South Africa, he should do so in accordance to the following example.  You are kindly requested to 

make a copy, complete it and email it to Judy Harris at trogon@mweb.co.za or post it to her at  

   The Secretary,  

    Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa,  

    Eugene Marais Street,  

    Farrarmere,   

    Benoni,  

     1501. 

 

The holders of the following portfolios are to be elected: 

 Honorary President 

National Chairman 

Registrar 

National Secretary / Treasurer 

Sabrina Editor 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:trogon@mweb.co.za
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TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA 

 

NOMINATION FOR NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBER 

 

I ………..(name)……………. being a member in good standing of the Triumph Sports Car Club of South 

Africa hereby nominate 

 

 ……………(name)…………..to the position of ……………………………………. of the club. 

 

Date:…………………………  Signed:……………………………….. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA 

 

NOMINATION FOR NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBER 

 

I ………..(name)……………. being a member in good standing of the Triumph Sports Car Club of South 

Africa hereby nominate 

 

 ……………(name)…………..to the position of ……………………………………. of the club. 

 

Date:…………………………  Signed:……………………………….. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA 

 

CONSTITUTION OF THE NATIONAL BODY 

30 APRIL 2000 

 

Chapter 1 – Name and objectives 

 

1.1 Name 

The name of the Club shall be the Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa (formerly the Triumph 

Sports Car Club of Southern Africa, and The TR Register of S.A.). Hereinafter referred to as the 

TSCC of SA. or “The Club”. 

1.2 Objectives 

The Triumph Sports Car Club of Southern Africa is a democratic organization established to 

promote the preservation of Triumph cars, the sport, interest and pastime of motoring and of the 

Triumph Marque by collectively representing the interests of all members regionally, nationally and 

internationally. 

To encourage social activity between the members engaged in club activities, and to extend to 

enthusiasts, owners and drivers of Triumph cars and their friends all the usual hospitalities, 

privileges, advantages, conveniences and accommodation enjoyed in connection with a club, and that 

it shall cultivate reciprocal relations with kindred clubs and associations. 

Chapter 2 – Club Structure 

2.1 National Body 

The Club shall have a National Body which shall be governed by the National Committee under this 

constitution, and shall consist of Regional Centers located in the region of Southern Africa. The 

National Body is responsible for functions on a national level and its powers and areas of 

competency are outlined in this constitution. Decision-making and governance on this level is 

entrusted to the National Committee. 

 

2.2 Regional Centers 

Regional Centers are recognized as the primary operational level of club activity. They shall be 

formed and properly constituted in accordance with the provisions of this constitution as well as their 

own regional constitutions. Application for the establishment of new Regional Center may be made 

with a full motivation and after careful consideration may approve or decline the establishment of a 

new Regional Center.  

Each Regional Center shall draw up a constitution within six months of its establishment, or within 

six months of the effective date of this constitution.  

The constitution of each Regional Center shall be submitted to the committee of the National Body 

for ratification and acceptance, which will only be granted provided no part of its contents are in 

conflict with the provisions, objectives or spirit of this constitution.  
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2.3 Division of Powers 

The powers, functions and areas of competency of the National Body are provided for in this 

constitution. Some of these provisions (as partly contained in chapters 1, 2 and 3) also refer to the 

Regional Centers. The provisions contained in chapters 4-7 concern the National Body only. 

The body of rules and regulations pertaining to the operational needs, requirements and objectives of 

the Regional Centers are contained in their own constitutions. In so far as these regional constitutions 

are ratified by the National Committee as being in line with the National Constitution, such 

constitution shall be regarded as extensions of this constitution but their jurisdiction shall be limited 

to that particular Regional Centre only and will have no authority over the National Body or over any 

other Regional Centre. 

This Constitution provides for a clear division of powers, functions and competency between the 

National Body and the Regional Centers. The National Body has no authority to prescribe to the 

Regional Centers, nor to exercise any authority over matters pertaining to the domestic affairs of a 

Regional Centre, save for those provisions contained in this constitution. Regional Centers may 

likewise not prescribe or exercise any authority over any matters pertaining to the national Body as 

outlined in this constitution.  

It is incumbent on all Regional Centers to clearly structure their own powers, functions and areas of 

competency in their own constitutions before they are submitted to the National Body for 

ratification. Ratification by the National Body serves as recognition that the National Body will at all 

times observe and respect the autonomy of a Regional Centre to function in accordance with the 

provisions of its own constitution. 

 

2.4 Control of Regional Centers 

Should the National Committee decide that a Regional Centre is not acting within the provisions of 

the National Constitution or within the provisions of its own Regional Constitution, it may approach 

the Regional Centre to address the matter. Likewise, should any member of a Regional Centre feel 

its Center is acting contrary to the provisions of the National or Regional Constitution; he/she may 

approach the National Committee to have the matter addressed. 

 

2.5 Disbandment of National Body 

The National Body may be disbanded by reason of inactivity or other cause by a two thirds majority 

vote at a Biennial General Meeting of the National Body following recommendations by the 

National Committee.  

In the event of the National Body being disbanded, all remaining assets of the TSCC of SA shall be 

liquidated and shall be distributed to charitable, educational or ecclesiastic institutions of a public 

character and which are themselves exempt from tax, provided no remaining Regional Centre 

becomes a successor body.  
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In such an event the National Committee in office at time of disbandment shall determine the 

institution/s to which the distributions are to be made. 

Chapter 3 – National Body Membership 

3.1 Automatic Membership 

Automatic membership of the National Body shall be obtained and maintained through membership 

of the Regional Centers. It shall be compulsory for members of Regional Centers to become 

members of the National Body. There will be two types of membership applicable to the National 

Body:- 

3.2 Ordinary Members 

Ordinary membership of the National Body shall be available through the Regional Centers to those 

who own a Triumph car or to those who share in the interests of Triumph car owners even if they do 

not themselves own a Triumph car. Such members shall pay subscriptions of the National Body in 

addition to the Regional Centers. Voting rights in the National Body are granted to all ordinary 

members of good standing, which may also be exercised by proxy vote. 

3.3 Honorary Members 

A member of good standing may propose a person for the above class of membership. Such a 

proposal must be made in writing to the National Chairman with a full motivation. The nominee 

must be a person who has rendered an exceptional service on a national level. Honorary members 

shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges of the club for life without payments of subscriptions. 

A register of Honorary members shall be kept. 

  

Proposals must reach the National Chairman at least three months prior to the date of the next 

Biennial General Meeting. The National Chairman, in consultation with the National Committee, 

will decide if the nominee’s name should be put forward for confirmation as an Honorary member at 

the next following Biennial General Meeting. In coming to their decision the National Committee 

will consult with the proposer. 

3.4 Rights of Members 

Members in good standing shall have full rights to nominate candidates for the National Committee, 

elect them, and hold office if duly elected. All members in good standing shall be entitled to attend 

and participate under applicable rules in meetings, programs, and other activities of the National 

Body. They shall be entitled to receive all ordinary publications of the club and shall have the 

privilege of borrowing, subject to applicable regulations, books, publications, slides etc. belonging to 

the club. All members shall be entitled to purchase any publications or spare parts held by the club or 

administered on its behalf. 

Membership of the Club, in whichever category, does not and shall not give to any member any 

right, title, interest, claim or demand in any of the cash funds, property or assets of the club, but only 

confers upon such members the right and privilege of entering the club, and subject to such 

restrictions and changes as the Committee may from time to time impose, and subject to the rules of 

the club from time to time in force. 
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The liabilities of the members of the club is limited to the payments of any amount owing by them to 

the club under these rules. 

3.5 Indemnities 

All members of The Club shall undertake to sign the Declaration of Indemnity as issued by the South 

African Marque Club Association, SA Motorsport or whichever controlling body which may be in 

authority at the time, and to which the TSCC of SA may be affiliated, providing full indemnification 

against any claims for damage or injury which may arise at a function or event organized or 

sponsored by the club or kindred clubs forming part of SA Motorsport or any of its chapters. This 

indemnity shall be extended by all members to include their spouses, family and friends participating 

in such events. 

All club members and committee members shall be indemnified against any claim from fellow 

members arising through a financial loss to the club as a result of negligence or other causes out of 

the members’ control in the management of the financial affairs of the club or functions and events 

organized by the club. 

 

3.6 Subscriptions 

Ordinary members shall pay an annual subscription fee to the National Body. Such fees will be 

determined by the National Committee and shall fall due on the 1st January and payable before 1st 

April each year. All membership fees for the National Body shall be collected by the Regional 

Centers, and shall be forwarded on their behalf to the National Body. Members whose subscriptions 

are in excess of three months in arrears shall cease to enjoy the privileges of membership which shall 

lapse automatically. Thereupon, it shall be obligatory upon that person immediately to return to the 

club any floating trophies, badges or other club property in his possession at the time of lapsing. 

3.7 Termination of Membership 

After due enquiry and after due notice has been sent to the member concerned, the National 

Committee shall, in consultation with the Regional Centre affected, have the power to terminate the 

membership of the National Body of any member whose activities are found to be inconsistent with 

the objectives and interests of the club or who are no longer paid-up members in good standing. 

 

Chapter 4 – Managements of the National Body 

4.1 National President 

The National President shall represent the club on a national and international level in pursuance of 

the objectives of the club. The National President is an honorary appointment and his office shall 

have no executive powers to save those listed hereunder. He shall be voted in office by the majority 

of members of the National Body in good standing at the Biennial General Meeting and shall hold 

office for a period of four years, and shall be eligible for re-election. 
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Should the National Chairperson resign or not be in a position to hold office for whatever reason, the 

National President shall, after consultation with the National Committee, appoint an acting National 

Chairperson who shall preside until the next Biennial General Meeting. 

The National President shall preside over the election of a new National Committee at each Biennial 

General Meeting. 

4.2 National Committee 

Management of the National Body of the TSCC of SA shall be vested in the National Committee, 

which shall consist of the Elected Members, being the National Chairperson, Registrar, Treasurer 

and Editor, and ex-officio Regional Representatives, being the Chairpersons of all the Regional 

Centers. Any vacancy occurring in any office during the year shall be filled by the National 

Chairperson with all reasonable promptitude, by way of a temporary appointments until the next 

Biennial General Meeting, save for the provisions contained in paragraph 4.1. 

4.3 Terms of Office 

Elected Members of the National Committee shall be nominated, seconded and elected at the 

Biennial General Meeting for a period of two years and shall be eligible for re-election. Regional 

Representatives of the National Committee shall be elected by the Regional Centers. Office bearers 

shall be members of good standing of the National Body. 

4.4 Minutes 

Minutes shall be kept of all the proceedings of every National Body meeting and shall be circulated 

to all the Regional Centers and National Committee members. Such minutes shall record the names 

of all members present, and shall be regularly entered in a book to be kept for that purpose. Such 

minutes shall be signed at the same time or at the next ensuing meeting by the chairperson at such 

meeting. 

4.5 Control of Expenditure 

No liabilities may be incurred on behalf of the National Body, otherwise than upon a resolution of 

the National Committee taken at a duly convened meeting. 

4.6 Financial Year 

The financial year of the National Body shall commence on the first day of January and end on the 

31st day of December ensuing. 

4.7 Financial Books 

As soon as possible after closing off each financial year, but not later than the 31st January ensuing, 

the financial books of the National Body shall be balanced and an income and expenditure account 

shall be prepared. Such account shall be published in the Club newsletter annually, and the National 

Committee shall lay before the Biennial General Meeting a report of the affairs of the National Body 

for the preceding two years, together with a statement of income and expenditure and a balance sheet 

shall be signed by the National Chairperson. 
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Should the National Committee deem it necessary, they may appoint Auditors (qualified to practice 

as such) whose duty it shall be to audit the books of the Club as often as may be deemed necessary or 

as often as the National Committee may direct.  

4.8 Banking 

All moneys received shall be deposited in accounts approved by the National Committee to the credit 

of The Club, and all cheques for deposit shall be recorded by the Treasurer or other nominated 

person. All cheques for withdrawal shall be signed by any member nominated in writing by the 

National Committee and all vouchers for payment shall be certified by the nominee. 

4.9 Investments 

The National Committee may invest any funds temporarily or for a fixed period in any leading first 

class banking institution registered in the Republic of South Africa. 

4.10 Trustees of Club Property 

Any property, estate and effects shall be vested in at least two trustees, being the National 

Chairperson and at least one other appointed member of the National Body, provided that the control 

and management of such property, estate and effects shall be by the National Body. Financial control 

of the Trust shall be vested in the appointed Trustees of the fund. 

4.11 Signature of Club Documents 

All powers of attorney, contracts, cheques and other documents to be executed on behalf of the 

National Body shall be signed by any two members nominated by the National Committee. 

Chapter 5 – National Committee Meetings 

5.1 Frequency of Meetings 

The National Committee shall meet for the dispatch of business as often as may be necessary, but not 

less than once in every two years. At each meeting the National Chairperson shall preside. In his 

absence, the members present shall elect a Chairperson amongst themselves. 

5.2 Quorum and Voting 

A quorum shall consist of not less than half of the members of the National Committee. Decisions 

shall be made by a show of hands of those members present at the meeting. In the case of equality of 

votes, the Chairperson of the meeting shall have a costing vote as well as a deliberative vote. 

5.3 Special Committee Meetings 

The National Chairperson, or at the request in writing of at least two members of the National 

Committee, may call a Special Meeting of the National Committee provided that a notice of the time 

and place of the intended meeting be served on every Committee member. Such notice shall specify 

the object of the intended meeting and shall be signed by the National Chairperson or the Secretary. 
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5.4 Sub-Committee Appointments 

The National Committee may appoint sub-committees from its own members which may also be 

members not of the National Committee, to deal with matters of a general or special nature. The 

National Chairperson shall be an ex-officio member of all such sub-committees. Every sub-

committee may meet from time to time, and may adjourn from place to place. No business shall be 

transacted unless at least two members of the sub-committee are present. 

Chapter 6 – General Meetings of the National Body  

6.1 Club Year 

 The Club Year shall begin on the 1st January and end on the 31st December of the ensuing year. 

6.2 Quorum and Adjournments 

At all Biennial General Meetings of the National Body ten percent of the registered members of the 

National Body shall form a quorum. In the absence of a quorum within 30 minutes of the time 

appointed for the meeting to commence, the meeting shall stand adjourned for the meeting to 

commence, the meeting shall stand adjourned for no longer than six weeks when the members 

present will form a quorum. 

6.3 Chairperson to Preside 

The National Chairperson, or in his absence, a member of the National Committee appointed, shall 

preside at all General Meetings. 

6.4 Notice of General Meetings 

The Biennial General Meeting of members of the National Body shall take place every alternate 

year. At least one calendar month notice shall be given of all General Meetings of the National Body, 

setting out the date, hour and place of such meeting. 

6.5 Business of Biennial General Meeting 

 The Business of the Biennial General Meeting will consist of at least the following items:- 

a. Register of members present. 

b. Presentation of National Committee reports on the affairs of the National 

Body. 

c. Presentation of Accounts for the preceding two years. 

d. Election of Officers of the National Committee. 

e. Details of any further item specified in writing before the meeting. 

 

6.6 Special General Meetings 

Special General Meetings of the National Body may be called by the National Committee, or by 

written request and signed by at least ten percent of the members of the National Body.  
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The nature of the business of which the meeting is called must be clearly stated and no other 

business may be transacted. Any such meeting is to be held no later than six weeks after the date of 

receipt of such request. 

6.7 Voting 

At any General Meeting of the National Body a resolution put to the vote of the meeting shall be 

decided by a show of hands or by secret ballot. In the event of an equal vote, the National 

Chairperson shall have a casting vote in addition to his deliberative vote. Each member present and 

entitled to vote, shall have only one vote. Any member of good standing not present shall be entitled 

to a proxy vote. 

Chapter 7 – Constitutional Matters 

7.1 Effective Date 

The Effective Date of this constitution shall be the date of the year 2000 Biennial General Meeting. 

7.2 Alterations to the National Constitution 

No constitutional rule of the National Body shall be repealed or altered, and no new constitutional 

rule shall be made, save by a resolution of majority of two thirds of the votes cast at the Biennial 

General Meeting of the National Body, of which due notice has been given in terms of this 

constitution. Such notice shall set forth clearly the new constitutional rule or the alteration to any 

existing rule, which it is intended to propose at such meeting. 

Any amendments proposed to this constitution shall be proposed by the National Committee or by 

written petition of at least ten percent of the members of the National Body made to the National 

Committee, including a full motivation thereof, who will publish such proposals at least three 

months prior to the next Biennial General Meeting where the proposals will be tabled and voted on 

by all members present and by way of proxy votes. 

7.3 Interpretation of the Constitution 

Where any doubt or dispute shall arise as to the proper construction or interpretation of the foregoing 

Constitutional Rules, or should any question arise which is not provided for in these Rules, then the 

matter shall be referred to the National Committee whose decision shall be final. 

 

7.4 Club Affiliation 

The TSCC of SA may be affiliated to other clubs or organizations, motoring or otherwise, provided 

that this affiliation is not in conflict with the spirit and objectives of the club, nor in conflict with the 

provisions set out in this constitution. 

Such affiliation will be decided on by the National Committee, and any membership fees which may 

be payable will be recovered from the members of the club. Termination of such affiliation will 

likewise be decided on by the National Committee. 

Regional Centers may choose to be affiliated to other appropriate bodies provided that this affiliation 

is limited to that regional centre only, and is not in conflict with the provisions of this constitution.  
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TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA 

 
Minutes of the 17th Biennial General Meeting held at 17:15 at ATKV Drakensville, Jagersrust, on 

Sunday 25th April 2010 

 

1. Welcoming 

 

Gerhard Vorster as National Chairman and Chairman of the meeting welcomed everyone present and 

expressed the need for a speedy meeting. 

Before the business of the meeting commenced, Gerhard noted the sad loss of several Triumph Club 

members of long standing which included Chris Gibbons, Nick Rautenbach, Arnie Louws, Chris Schultz 

and others. All members stood and there was a minutes silence in remembrance. 

 

2. Apologies/Attendance Register 

 

The Chairman advised the meeting that the sequence of the discussion points on the Agenda was being 

changed and that as 70 members were present there was the required quorum and declared the meeting duly 

constituted (Refer to attached members present list). 

 

Gerhard told the meeting that nominations for the National Committee had already been held and asked if 

there was any other matters that needed to be added to the Agenda under “General”. Two items were added, 

namely a discussion regarding the venues for future National Gatherings and the use of trailers and the 

resulting possible points variances at Concours. 

 

3. Honorary Membership 

 

The Chairman advised that it was with great pleasure that Honorary Membership was being bestowed on 

Chris and Dot Gibbons. The motivational letter from Gino Casieri was read out. Everyone agreed and a 

plaque was handed over to Dot and her son, Kit. The members present then gave her a standing ovation. 

 

4. Minutes of the 16th BGM held in 2008 in Maselspoort 

 

The Minutes had been circulated in the December 2009 issue of Sabrina and were taken as read. The 

minutes were proposed by Geoff Kriel and seconded by Dennis Cook and were adopted by the meeting as a 

correct record of the proceedings of the meeting. 
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5. Matter arising from the Minutes of the 16th BGM 

 

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

 

6. Circulation of Financial Statements, 2008 and 2009 

 

The Financial Statements had been circulated and Judy Harris itemised the salient points. Gerhard thanked 

Judy. Gino asked that the 2009 balance sheet include December Sabrina’s expenses even though the amount 

was only deducted from the National Account in January 2010 and that this should be published in Sabrina. 

The Financial Statements were proposed by Heinrich Koncki and seconded by Chris Buckley. 

 

Alan Grant reported that he had received a statement from Standard Bank of South Africa, which showed 

that the Graham Cheetham Triumph Trust account had a nil balance. He advised that the actual balance 

should be in excess of R1800. He further advised that the bank had lost the relevant FICA documents, twice, 

but that he would sort it out. Bill Flynn suggested writing a strongly worded letter to the bank. 

 

7. Spares 

 

The Spares Administrator, René de Villiers, advised that the 2008 and 2009 Financial Documents pertaining 

to the Spares Fund had been published in the December 2009 issue of Sabrina. His comments on how the 

Spares Fund worked had also been published. He then gave an update since 1st October 2009: - 

Sales had been just under R88,000. Forty-six invoices had been issued which equated to 8 members ordering 

on average R1900 per month. He noted however that all but 7 of these members were from the 

Johannesburg/Pretoria area. He expressed surprise at this because of his low prices and gave several 

examples. He also re-iterated the credit card situation at Moss whereby members had gone to Moss in the 

UK to purchase items and had told the company to charge it to the Triumph Account i.e. René’s credit card. 

One of his main concerns was that these people would then try and bring the items through Customs without 

paying duty. Geoff Kriel asked if René dealt with Rimmer Brothers because anyone requiring spares for a 

GT6 would battle to get them from Moss. Rene said that at the beginning he had approached Rimmer Bros 

and had asked them to match the Moss discount – they had never come back to him. He had compared 

Rimmer’s ‘specials” of a month ago and found them to be no cheaper than Moss. René said they would stay 

with Moss. Geoff again said that Moss do not cater for cars such as the GT6. John Roets said it was true that 

Rimmer Bros looked after models such as the TR7, GT6 and Spitfires better.  
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He was not sure if it was a good proposition to get from two suppliers but he would contact Rimmer Bros 

again and come back to the Club members through Sabrina. Dennis Cook said that Cape Town members 

were not really aware of spares prices and were buying through a local supplier who was more expensive. 

Eric Fletcher advised that René had sent articles to him and that they had been published in Sabrina. René 

pointed out that Moss had thousands of spares on their website. If anyone wanted spares they should send 

him a fax or e-mail and he would get back to them with a quotation in 2-3 days. Orders take about one 

month to arrive and the cut-off date each month was around the 10th. Spares can be sent cheaply through the 

Post Office delivery systems. 

 

John Roets advised the meeting that over the years he and René had used their own and company facilities 

to communicate regarding spares. A dedicated e-mail and laptop was needed and would be more 

appropriate. René said the cost would be +- R250/month. This would increase mark up by only 1% taking it 

to 2.2% overall. This was proposed by David Blair and seconded by Alan Grant. 

 

John Dobbins informed the meeting that he had bought many spares from René and had received fantastic 

service. 

 

8. Report: National Chairman 

 

 Chairman’s Report 2010 National Gathering 
This is the year that will be remembered by all South Africans!! In seven weeks from 
now we will witness most probably the biggest single event on South African soil. 
The opening ceremony and kick off of the first ever FIFA Soccer World Cup in 
Africa. This event will put South Africa in the minds of the world, as it is the most 
watched television programme in the entire world. Stadiums were built, roads and 
infrastructure upgraded, new hotels built and thousands of jobs created. South 
Africa should be a better place after the world cup and let’s be positive about the 
event and I ask you to be part of this event and let’s be the best host nation ever. 
 

The world has changed since the last event mostly due to the financial turmoil that started in the USA and 

spread across the world. Although South Africa was not a severely affected, we did feel and are still feeling 

the squeeze on our finances and down turn in business across most sectors of the market. We are looking 

forward to the normalisation of markets and hopefully increase in business during and after the soccer world 

cup. 

We also lost some dear valuable members and friends since our last meeting. Chris Schultz, Chris Gibbons, 

Nic Rautenbach, Arnie Louws and others. We will surely miss them and their place will be empty.  

We are all getting older and I am urging you to appreciate your fellow Triumph members, family and friends 

as life is short and you never know when the inevitable happens. 
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We also celebrated the anniversary of the Triumph Herald that was launched in 1959, fifty years ago last 

year and also forty years ago, in 1969, the Triumph TR6 was first sold. 

 

On the membership front, I have very good news to report as follows: in 2008 membership grew to 262 

members of whom 236 received Sabrina and great news, a huge increase in membership in 2009 with 339 

members of whom 260 received Sabrina. In 2010, 333 members registered of whom 240 receive Sabrina. A 

huge thank you and a round of applause for the chairmen, committees and members for your support and 

hard work to encourage the members to use their cars and stay members of the best sports car club in the 

world, the Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa and in getting new members to join the club. 

Membership numbers have increased steadily over the last two years and it is encouraging for the 

sustainability and future of our club. 

 

A huge thank you to all the sponsors of this event TATA, and the others for your support. It goes a long way 

to ensure that events like this happen and continues to happen into the future and assist in keeping the 

Triumph marque alive and our cars on the roads! 

 

Thank you for attending this event and for going the extra mile to make this event a huge success. Without 

you, our members, friends and family this event would not have been as enjoyable as it was. 

 

A huge thank you also to the Johannesburg centre for arranging such a fantastic event, especially to Gino 

Casieri, Dot Gibbons, Beverely Moranduzzo, Elaine Castlemaine, Mike Gilchrist, Wendy Hay, Cliff 

Turnbull, Eddie Steele, Glaudina Loots, Rory Dryer, Mike Haydon and everyone that I may have omitted 

who assisted in any way whatsoever! 

 

Enjoy the rest of this event and the soccer world cup in your back yard and keep the Triumph flag flying 

high as we are still the best sports car club in Africa!!! 

 

Please drive back home safely and convey our greetings to our fellow members who could not attend this 

meeting and encourage them to be at the next event in two year’s time. 

 

God Bless and be Triumphant!!!!! 
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9. Report: Registrar 

 

Nols Pienaar as Registrar tabled his report, which recorded an increase in the numbers of cars, recorded in 

the new National Register from 853 in April 2008 to 931 in April 2010. He is trying to get 1000 on the 

register by the next National Gathering in 2012. 

 

Nols especially wanted to thank John Dobbins, Godfrey Gericke, David Fraser, Eddie Steele and Tom 

Dougan for their regular support. He did however add that occasionally he experiences problems with 

people supplying chassis numbers instead of commission (VIN) numbers and asked that all centres request 

“commission or VIN” numbers on their application forms. 

Nols then gave an analysis of the current register holdings. 

 

10. National Gathering 2012 

 

Deon de Kock advised the meeting that Port Elizabeth Centre had had a meeting in Port Alfred with the 

Border Club and they had agreed to host the 2012 National Gathering. They had formed a committed and 

appointed Gavin Turner as Chairman. At the moment they were doing exploratory work regarding location 

etc. 

 

11. General Issues 

 

National Gatherings – locations 

 

Gerhard Vorster advised the meeting that there had been a long discussion regarding this topic at Hermanus 

in 2006. The outcome had been that a mandate had been given to each hosting Centre to choose their own 

location. John Dobbins said however that we should still keep an open mind about this especially as many 

members were getting older and several had been unable to attend this National Gathering because of the 

long way to travel. The idea of a central location still had its merits. 

National Gatherings – use of trailers/points allocations at Concours 

 

Gino said that he had received a request from Port Elizabeth for them to trailer their cars up to the National 

Gathering. Although it had “opened up a can of worms”, the decision had been to allow them to do this, he 

just wanted people to attend. Geoff Kriel suggested that everyone should be able to trailer their cars. Alan 

Grant replied that it was not a rule that trailers should not be used, but had been “in the spirit of things” that 

they were not. Dennis Cook proposed that extra points should be awarded to those cars entered in Concours, 

which had not been trailered to the National Gathering. John Dobbins seconded this suggestion.  
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Louis Greef said that he had always trailered his car just in case of breakdowns and David Blair gave an 

example of how one of their cars had broken down near Howick and because they had a trailer they were 

able to take it to be repaired and consequently it had been able to be at the event. 

 

12. Election of Office Bearers 

 

The following persons were duly elected to the positions shown: 

 

National Chairman:  Gerhard Vorster  Proposed by Alan Grant, seconded by Eric 

Fletcher 

 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Judy Harris  Proposed by David Blair, seconded by Eric Fletcher 

 

Sabrina Editor:   Eric Fletcher  Proposed by Heinz Koncki, seconded by Dennis 

Cook 

 

Registrar:            Nols Pienaar  Proposed by Geoff Kriel, seconded by John 

Dobbins 

 

SAMCA Representative: John Dobbins  Proposed by Wendy Hay, seconded by Bill Flynn 

 

It was again noted that the election of the President would only be at the 2012 National Gathering as the 

term of office was 4 years and Alan Grant was elected to the position at Maselspoort in 2008. 

 

 13.Closure 

 

The Chairman declared the meeting closed with thanks to all members for their participation and effort. 

 

The meeting was closed at 18:15. 
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REGIONAL REPORTS 

 
Bloemfontein 
 

 

This is a last minute attempt to get some news into Sabrina…  

 

I am trying to get our entries in for the Nationals in Plett, but I am having a problem with accommodation.  

We need place for seven people, and the house that has seven beds, they say is only a 6 bed house.  The 

house that can sleep eight is double the price!!  So I am trying to find something else.  Come what may we 

will be represented in Plett! 

 

Not much has happened here in the last two months.  Hennie has been away overseas for a few weeks.  

Barrie is taking the gearbox out of his one TR7 to fix for the Nationals.  Most of the other members are busy 

with all sorts of other things, which keep them away from their beloved Triumphs!  Things are always pretty 

hectic at this time of year. 

 

We are still trying to fix a date that will suit all for our AGM and Christmas party. 

 

I want to take this opportunity to wish all of you and your families a very blessed Christmas and New Year.  

If you are going away, drive safely and come back refreshed and ready for all that must be done in the 

coming year. 

 

Bon voyage & God bless. 

 

Alan & the Bloemfontein crew 

 

 

Border 
 

Time waits for nobody. It is that time of the year again when everybody seems to be rushing around getting 

jobs and business ready to close down for the year and making time in the diary for that much anticipated 

Christmas party. Well things are no different at the Triumph club. We all find it difficult to believe that 2011 

has come and virtually gone so quickly. Our local committee is busy making arrangements with our MG 

friends for our combined Christmas thrash. This arrangement rides on the success of the very enjoyable 

party we had together last December. 
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We have had our AGM and it was decided to leave our present office bearers in place to see the centre 

through the Plett nationals. 

 

Geoff Kriel           Chairman 

Gavin Turner  Events / entertainment 

Nan Turner   Secretary 

John Williams  Treasurer 

 

Prize giving will be on Thursday 1st December at the St Andrews bowling club. The various recipients will 

be published in the next Sabrina. 

 

Many of us are fighting with family, business and other social commitments for workshop time to prepare 

our cars for Plettenberg Bay. I, for one, am on such a tight schedule that it almost seems impossible that the 

GT6 will be ready on time. The bonnet and front end electrics are next on the agenda. To follow it is off to 

the motor trimmers for the entire interior i.e. carpets,seats,panels and head lining. Then there is, what will 

hopefully be, the last overseas order for this project to be fitted. Oil cooler to be plumbed, exhaust system to 

be built and fitted, aircon to be plumbed and gassed together with another hundred small odds and ends. 

Those of us who have done complete strip down restorations know how important it is to have at least 4 / 5 

weeks for on the road development. Well I seriously doubt that I will have time for this luxury. Can’t we 

have a category for unfinished projects at nationals? 

 

Stewart Tuner is putting some final touches to his TR6 and will, it seems, enjoy being ready for Plett well 

ahead of schedule. Gavin Turner has afforded his TR5 a complete spray job and refurbished the interior. The 

new carpets and seats look a million dollars. Louis Greef has completely rebuilt a Spitfire MK4 and is also 

well ahead of schedule. John Williams is as always ready for nationals months before. 

 

We are doing our best to persuade more of our members to make the effort to travel to nationals in April. 

Please, all endeavour to do the same in your individual centres. Generally the bigger the turn out the more 

successful the event. The PE centre is all systems go. Lets give them the support nationals deserve. 

 

We from the Border centre take this opportunity to wish you all a blessed Christmas and a wonderful 2012. 

 

God Bless 

 

Geoff 
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Cape Town 
 

 

Things have been pretty busy down here in the Cape. At the beginning of August Neil Cameron organised a 

really good outing to Riebeck Kasteel to a restaurant called Ed’s Place. Not only did they serve great food, 

and plenty of it, the whole place is full of auto memorabilia to browse through while waiting for the course. 

Every one had a really wonderful time and as our health guru, Maggie Ellis said, it’s OK to over indulge 

every now and then! 

 

The end of month noggin was a trip to a plating company in Montague Gardens organised by Peter Inskip. 

We were met by the owner, Derek Humphries, and had a tour of the plant before enjoying our customary 

bacon rolls served by our ever diligent chairman. After this we went to the offices and were given a really 

good talk by Derek and Gary Johnson, who is one of his suppliers. There are an awful lot of tricks of the 

trade, both good and bad, so it was fascinating to hear what are the points to look out for and how to 

compare qualities of plating. Like many resources, the materials needed for plating, copper, nickel and 

chrome have gone up in price enormously in the past few years. Even the cotton buffs that are used for 

polishing have become scarce as the Chinese bought the world cotton crop so when the price of chroming 

seems as high as it does, spare a thought for what went into the job. 

The September run was one with a difference. We were invited by the Jaguar club to join their long standing 

5 club run and make it a 6 club run in the future. As the organising club Jaguar decided on the format and 

this took the form of a regularity run. This was very new to the Triumph club and although originally we 

were told that we could also drive the course and have lunch at Westlake Golf club afterwards, things didn’t 

quite work out that way and several cars suddenly became participants. For those not in the know, a point is 

lost for every second that a car is early or late at each check point, the winner managed double digits i.e. 

their complete penalties were 1 minute 39 seconds through out the whole course! For our sins we were the 

largest contingent, for which John Ryall the organiser thanked us and after a really good lunch when the 

results were read out Frank Dreher and his son Devon came a very close second in their first attempt at this 

format. Ronan Sanderson was seen in conference with John Ryall and rumour has it he is planning one of 

our own for practice! 

The noggin for September was in fact a club run to the Whales and Wheels show in Hermanus for the 1st of 

October. We have been supporting this show for several years and now we have our man in Hermanus, we 

had a really good turn out of cars. Poor Dennis Cook did not have a good day however, his TR3A developed 

a water leak as he was leaving home so he jumped into his Mini Cooper and after dazzling every one 

coming up Sir Lowry’s Pass with his road holding, on the other side an ominous blue cloud appeared which 

got thicker by the minute so he pulled over to wait for a tow home.  
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Fortunately it turned out no worse that a broken pipe to the oil pressure gauge, and was easily repaired. 

Ashley Ellis in his TR3 sputtered to a halt near to Hermanus with a faulty coil and Neil Cameron was 

dispatched into Kleinmond to get a new one and he was able to join us soon after. The big event was the 

Scotland game against the “auld enemy” in the World Cup and we were able to book a large table with big 

screen TV where every one could have breakfast. I think being a Scottish supporter is probably a bit like 

being a Province supporter, one is not too sure of what is going to happen and unfortunately the Scots 

snatched defeat from the jaws of victory! There were compensations later as Nick Joubert was a medalist 

with his TR3 in the up to 1960 class and Tom won a medal for his TR6 in the post 1960 class so hopefully 

this made up for the disappointment! 

 

The October run took a different format as instead of breakfast at the Arabella hotel in Kleinmond, we were 

invited to join the Sunbeam club for their charity run to see a car collection in Pringle Bay followed by 

lunch at a local fish restaurant, the Hook Line and Sinker. I met up with them on the coast road through Rooi 

Els on a spectacular morning and had a lovely drive through to Pringle Bay where we saw a wonderful 

collection of Italian cars literally ranging from Fiats to Ferraris. There must have been well over 20 cars 

parked in the road outside and it made a wonderful sight for the classic car movement. Lunch was literally 

round the corner and the place was packed, the poor organiser had to sit on the wall outside! It is probably 

the nearest thing to UK fish and chips south of the equator and it is served on a sheet of paper using only 

forks, no knives, as they will damage the table tops! It was really delicious and a collection was made for 

Animal Welfare before leaving for the drive back to Cape Town.  

 

The highlight of the year was the annual concours event run at the Protea Hotel at Tegnopark in 

Stellenbosch organised by Tom and Anne Dougan. This year we had our own private restaurant with its own 

grounds looking out to the Simonsberg and Jonkershoek mountains. The only thing we didn’t get right was 

the weather, we left home in sunshine only to find cloud and rain in Cape Town! Fortunately the rain was 

fairly light but no sooner had people put out their manuals and goodies for the judges than we had a shower 

of rain and every one had to put them away. The hotel laid on lovely coffee and cakes so the intervals when 

rain stopped play were pleasant. There were 2 classes to be judged, concours d’elegance which was 

organised by Gerhard Vorster and his team with Pride of Ownership being judged by Nerina Napoli with 

Jamie Hart as chief assistant. I think the one thing that really can be said is that overall the quality of entries 

at this year’s event was higher than last year. 

In the d’Elegance event, all the entries received silver medals, no bronze and no gold with the winner being 

Roger Roebeck’s TR2 and the runner up being Jamie Hart’s TR6. Pride of Ownership saw some interesting 

judging, I really feel we have got the scoring system pretty right and the pride part is really coming through 

which is what was intended.  



 xxx 

 

Even the cars that got lower scores could have been significantly increased and the owners were very keen 

to try out for next year. The winner was the same as last year, Eddie Hughes beautiful TR7 which is a 

wonderful example of a daily driver being looked after by a proud owner with the runner up being Dennis 

Cook in his TR6. 

A really super buffet lunch was then served with drinks being sponsored by Roger Roebeck’s company, 

Project Freight. Then the serious business of the day got under with the awarding of various prizes. The first 

one was the coveted dipstick of the year which was won at a canter by Neil Cameron for “losing” his keys at 

Timor hall when they were in his sun visor, and twice interrupting proceeding at the Sports car tour with his 

cell phone. Anne Dougan was presented with the Des Rudolph trophy for the most supportive member 

whilst Jamie Hart was presented with the Chris Schultz trophy for his work behind the scenes. As the trophy 

is a model of a red TR4, Jamie promised not to respray it Wedgwood Blue before he hands it back! The new 

prize for the most improved car presented by Roger Roebeck was won by Barrie Downes with his TR6 

which looked superb. 

Tom then opened the AGM by saying he wanted to make it short, which it was. Tom summed up a very 

successful year for the Cape Town centre, I can only say that he and Anne have taken things to a new level. 

He reiterated that he would not be standing again as Chairman but was happy to take over Anne’s role as 

membership secretary and treasurer on next year’s committee. Roger Roebeck and Dennis Cook were 

elected onto the committee which will be very strong. As next year is the club’s 40th birthday, contrary to 

other reports this has been confirmed, there will be a lot of work needed to ensure this is celebrated in style. 

In the meantime the ball for chairman was doing a lot of bouncing before Sheila Maggs managed to 

convince Gerhard Vorster that he really was needed as local chairman and so Gerhard will be both local and 

National chairman for a while. The only other change was that Jamie Hart took over the Registrars job from 

Alan Sheard as well as being newsletter editor. Project Freight then announced a sponsorship deal for the 

cars going to the Nationals next year and Tom was able to bring proceedings to a very satisfactory 

conclusion. 

The final event of this quarter was the club’s participation in a very successful Cape Classic car show 

organised by the Multi Motor club. Over 1000 cars attended and the public came in their droves. Our club 

stand was well received and thanks must be given to Ronan Sanderson, our CTMMC representative for all 

the hard work both he and the committee put in. 

Life over the festive period will be a bit quieter but the end of January sees the Timor Hall show, followed 

by the Classic racing from Killarney and then the George Old Car show. Next year’s British Sports car tour 

will take place on the 1st April so we have plenty to keep ourselves going with followed by the National 

Gathering just up the road in Plett. 

From all of us in Cape Town, we wish you well over the festive period and look forward to catching up with 

you early in the New Year.   

Jamie Hart 
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 JOHANNESBURG 

 

I was reading through our last Sabrina report to see 

where we ended off in September. I see I was 

complaining about the bitter cold that hit us then 

and the prolonged winter we were having. Well, we 

are now enduring a heat-wave of extraordinary 

proportions - hitting 39 degrees the other day. We 

are desperately longing for some rain to cool the 

days down and to water our suffering gardens, in 

spite of the adverse effect this may have on open-

car motoring. We are winding down the year 

already - even if it is only the middle of November 

as I write this, and so it is with club matters too. 

We had the Inter-centre Concours in August with 

the Pretoria Centre. About 20 cars from 

Johannesburg and just over 30 from Pretoria - so a 

good turnout. But we sure made it in terms of 

QUALITY! We took home the top prizes of Best 

Concours d’Elegance with Gary Booyens' splendid 

Spitfire, and Best Concours d'Etat with Alan 

Grant's magnificent TR3. Other cars entered from 

Johannesburg also did very well with gold and silver medals. Well done chaps and congratulations! Thank 

you Pretoria for a well-organised concourse. 

In September we finally went to Suikerbosrand Nature Reserve in the south of Johannesburg. This was put 

off before due to heavy rain (that was about March!) but we finally got to go there. Beverley and Italo 

Moranduzzo prepared a questionaire for us to guide us through the reserve and we ended up at a sunny 

picnic spot. In September too we had our inter-centre concourse when we hosted the Pretoria centre for a re-

match of the paksla they gave us last year. Mike Gilchrist posed the questions which I must compliment him 

on. He had great variety in general knowledge, general motoring knowledge, and Triumph knowledge. We 

returned the paksla this year and emerged winners. It seems that the hosts usually tend to win. We've been 

having this tournament for the last 15 years or more and we enjoy it a great deal. 

Our October event was again a combined event where the Pretoria Centre organised the annual Jacaranda 

Run through the streets of Pretoria. As it had not rained much before then, the Jacarandas were in full bloom 

and Pretoria was really looking splendid. We then organised a historical tour through some places of interest 

in the Capital - first we stopped at Paul Kruger's House. Many of us living in Pretoria had never been there 

in our life time. So we found it interesting and the furniture and objects were of the correct period and 

history, even if not actually having belonged to Paul Kruger. We don't realise what an amazing man this 

was.  After that we went to the Hero's Acre Cemetery where many of our presidents and cabinet ministers 

lay buried. Also Prince Edward, the grandchild of Queen Victoria, who died during the Boer war of typhoid 

along with 300 of his soldiers. A few villains were also buried here and it is ironic that hero's and villians lie 

almost side-by-side in this cemete ry. After that we ended up at the Voortrekker Monument where we had 

lunch and then a walk-around this monument to the Great Trek at our leisure. We don't realise what a great 

and eventful history we have to our relatively young country. 
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October also brought us to our AGM which went along as all AGM's do. Nothing eventful and all according 

to plan. As I stated in the previous Sabrina, I did not wish to stand for chairman any longer as I feel it would 

be better for a new person with new and better ideas to do the job. I was adamant this would be my last year. 

Well, no-one was keen to stand either and so a chairman could not be elected. To break the impasse, Alan 

Grant suggested that he and a few others would steer the club between them, sharing the duties undertaken 

by the chairman. I wish them well with this, and will stand by to lend any help required. I have done it long 

enough but I just need a break. I want to thank my committee of all the past years who have helped me in 

my work for all the wonderful support and friendship they have showed me. I could not do it without such a 

fine bunch of people and will miss you all a whole lot. Thanks too to all the members in this club and to this 

great Triumph Centre in Johannesburg. You have always given me your support and I am grateful to you. 

Rob MacLeod took over the Treasury portfolio from Beverley and John Craig will arrange the door prizes - 

taking this over from Dave Sawyer. Thanks to Bev and Dave for the great work they have done in the past 

few years. The rest of the portfolios remain unchanged - Eddie Steele as membership secretary, Mike 

Gilchrist as vice-chairman, Mark Hirst on Regalia, Elaine Castlemaine our splendid editor of the newsletters 

and John Crowther who distributes them. Harry keeps tabs on who attends the events so that we can award 

the Victor and Victrix Ludorum prizes, and Rene de Villiers still controls the spares on behalf of the 

National Club.  Thanks to the present committee and Godspeed for the year ahead. 
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By the time you read this we will have had our Christmas Lunch. Again we are having it together with the 

Pretoria Centre. We are going to the Kloofzicht Lodge in Muldersdrif which will be a real treat. More of that 

in the next Sabrina. 

And so the year draws to a close and we wish you all a wonderful Christmas and enjoyable holiday. Please 

drive carefully and we look forward to seeing you next year. God bless you all! 

Gino Casieri  

 

KZN 
 

Unfortunately no report was received from KZN, I hope that they haven’t sunk under the sea. 

 

          

PORT ELIZABETH 

 

Over the last few months we’ve had some good rains with most dams overflowing or 
at least full that brought much needed drought relief to us. 
We had our AGM on the 7th of November and elected a new committee. Deon de 
Kock followed the new trend learnt from our other centres and decided not to stand 
for Chairman or any other committee portfolios, mainly due to work pressure. A 
special word of thanks was expressed to Deon for his untiring and conscientious 
services rendered to the club as Chairman for the past 5-6 years. The club has 
grown and benefitted much because of his continuous dedication and attention to 
TSCC matters and events. Thanks was also expressed to Yvonne who has always 
been there supporting Deon in his endeavours. “Once again a big thank you to both 
of you, from all of us!” 
Congratulations to Bob Pretorius who was unanimously elected as our centre’s new 
Chairman for the way forward. Being the convener of the 2012 Nationals as well, 
he’s going to have his hands full but luckily he has the backing of the whole 
committee in support of  him. The other committee members are Jon Rademan, 
Vice Chairman, Godfrey Gericke, Treasurer, Yvonne de Kock, Secretary, Michael 
Koch, Web Master, Leon van Loggerenberg, Events & Club Liaison, Mile Vermaak, 
Points Scorer and Beyers Vermaak, Spares & Fergie Scribe. Thanks were 
expressed for making themselves available and sacrificing family life in taking the 
club forward. Hopefully we’ll have a photo in this issue.  
At the end of August, Jon Rademan organised a mystery run in the suburbs of PE. It 
was a beautiful, windless summer day, ideal for topless driving, not referring to the 
lady members of course! We had a good turnout of 7 Triumphs and 2 MGs with 18 
members in attendance.  
Deon was smiling ear-to-ear as it was his first outing in his beloved TR4 after a year 
of refurbishing. Heinz and Paula Koncki from George attended in his beautifully 
restored MG Magnette. Michael Koch and sons participated in his newly acquired 
Vittesse of Danie Smit.  
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Thanks once again for keeping it in the club and in PE. Johan and Santa Marais 
came all the way from Jeffries Bay in their bakkie with his immaculate silver Spitfire 
Mk3 nearly completed. We were also fortunate to have the seldom seen Stags of 
Roger Sutton and Marchant Taylor, respectively, on the run. 
The run itself was very challenging and nearly resulted in a few divorce cases and 
suitably re-named by Yvonne as the “Divorce Run!” Most of our cars didn’t like the 
slow driving and idling whilst trying to interpret Jon’s mind boggling questionnaire 
which resulted in hot engines and hot participants! Most of us didn’t complete the 
route and opted to rather save our marriages! After the run we had a lekker braai 
and karretjie talk over the coals at the EPVCC clubhouse with some well deserved 
frosties in hand. 
In September we joined the Porsche Club for a travelling lunch at the Lavender Barn 
on the Seaview Road just outside PE. We didn’t have a good Triumph turnout, only 
4 cars, as some of our members preferred to drive their “fast” Porches instead. The 
food was tasty and the drinks expensive; not really good value for our money! We 
will definitely not make use of this venue again. 
During November I organised a driving test in the parking area of a local shopping 
centre. It was an overcast and windy day, not really conducive to any outings and to 
my surprise 9 Triumphs turned up with Godfrey and Jackie Gericke in a GT6 and 
TR7 respectively! I would like to thank them and Jimmy Sheard, TR7, again as they 
indicated before the time that they’re not fond of participating in driving tests. One of 
the tests required reversing between two “garages” and not to the amusement of our 
lady drivers! Carl Butlion in his Spitfire 1500 won the male drivers class and Mile 
Vermaak, TR3A, the ladies class. Jon Rademan in his bakkie won the “Other 
Makes” class. We had good fun putting the TRs through their paces and afterwards 
joined the MG Club for a “bring and braai.” After a lot of socialising, karretjie talk and 
well deserved frosties, we all went home. Many thanks to everyone, once again, for 
the good support of the event. 
Other motoring news is that Heinz is making good but slow progress on his TR2. 
Spray painting is completed and currently busy with the chassis. Jeff Levy of Groot 
Brak has completed his TR7 project and is still complaining about the poor 
workmanship of today’s artisans. 
By the time you read this article we would have had our annual Awards Evening at 
the German Club on the 19th of November to be followed by the Nelson Mandela 
Bay Car Fair on the 3rd of December. Our noggins are still well attended, 20 plus, 
with the last one for this year on the 5th of December. 
May you all have a blessed Xmas and a Triumphant New Year. If you’re on the road 
during the festive season, please drive safely or do what I do, I do the drinking and 
my wife the driving, sometimes even drinking her share!  
Kind regards, 
Beyers 
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Pretoria  
 
Allow me to thank our very able correspondent, Bill Flynn, for his regular, entertaining and informative 

reports to Sabrina on our local club activities. Bill covered the Pretoria scene in the previous issue of Sabrina 

more or less up to July this year, so I shall briefly try to pick up from there. 

August was particularly busy, first with the annual Pretoria Old Motor Club’s Cars in the Park at Zwartkops 

raceway. Again, there were more than 2000 vintage, veteran and classic cars of all descriptions on show, 

including 26 Triumphs parked at the stand allocated to the TSCC.  Star of the show at our stand was the 

black Triumph 1800 Roadster of Albert de Vos. 

The highlight of the second semester this year must have been the second leg of our local 30th anniversary 

celebrations: our Concours and Show Day on 28 August at The Grove shopping centre in Equestria. We 

have been motivating our members to get their Triumphs ready for the occasion by telling them that we 

needed a minimum of 30 cars from our centre, one for every year of our existence. Well, let me tell you, our 

guys really rose to the occasion by producing 32 Triumphs on the day. We are very grateful for the excellent 

support from our Jo’burg compatriots whose attendance resulted in another 20 Triumphs from south of the 

Jukskei. At our joint biennial concourse and show day hosted by us this year we managed to get more than 

60 TSCC members (between Jo’burg and Pretoria) in addition to 52 shiny Triumphs  in a superb 

presentation to the public. You have to attend a national gathering if you want to enjoy such a grand 

gathering of members and Triumphs nowadays. 

No less than 27 cars were entered in the concours: D’Etat 10; D’Elegance 13; Tops Only 4. By making use 

of the same scoring sheets as those used at the nationals, a total of 20 medals were awarded: 5 gold, 11 

silver, and 4 bronze. Alan Grant (TR3) won D’Etat, Gary Booyens (Spitfire Mk4) took D’Elegance, and 

Martin Worth (TR3) came out ‘tops’ in the first ever Tops Only. On behalf of the Pretoria Centre I want to 

congratulate both the Jo’burg Centre and the victorious participants on a clean sweep by winning overall in 

all three categories of the concours. Pretoria trophy winners are: D’Etat Cathy Pienaar (TR7); D’Elegance 

Terry Murphy (TR7 V8); Tops Only Hans Hofstee (Spitfire Mk2). 

In September the Jo’burg Centre reintroduced the run to the Heidelberg Nature Reserve that was scheduled 

for March this year but which had to be cancelled because of heavy rain. While seven of our members 

attended I feel sorry for those who missed the opportunity to visit this scenic and superb venue. Bev and 

Italo Moranduzzo threw in an interesting yet sneaky  little treasure hunt to make matters more interesting 

before we concluded the event with a nice braai under a canopy of magnificent indigenous trees. 



 xxxvi 

 

Our AGM, as usual, was held in October. Members elected to the various portfolios are: Chairman: Nols 

Pienaar  

Vice-chair: Bill Flynn 

Secretary/treasurer: Engela van Vuuren 

 Events co-ordinator: Bill Sales 

Editor: Helen Flynn 

 Regalia: Jaco van Vuuren  

Points scorer: Marius Labuschagne. 

House Captains: 

Sidescreens: Albert de Vos 

Michelotti: Bill Flynn 

Amasevens: Nick Wood 

Spitfires: Francois Celliers 

 

Fortunately October also produced a Jacaranda Run with a difference this year because Bill Flynn and Gino 

Casieri combined it with a historic tour of Pretoria. The first stop after the scenic Jacaranda route through 

Pretoria’s ‘Old East’ was at the home of President Paul Kruger, last president of the Zuid-Afrikaansche 

Republiek (Transvaal). From there the convoy proceeded to the historic Church Street cemetery and Heroes’ 

Acre. The next stop was scheduled for the historic old ‘Raadzaal’ of the Transvaal Republic at Church 

Square, but because time was running short it had to be cancelled. Instead, the convoy of Triumphs 

proceeded directly to the Voortrekker Monument for a welcome couple of ‘cold ones’ and lunch at one of 

the restaurants after a very hot day. 

 

Our very last event of the year will take place on Sunday, 27th November, with a combined year-end 

function and Christmas luncheon at Kloofzicht Lodge at Muldersdrift. Same as last year, we will be joining 

forces with Jo’burg Centre. Both centres will also use the opportunity to have their respective prize-giving 

and award ceremonies. 

 

On behalf of all Pretoria Centre members I wish all our fellow TSCC members across the country a blessed 

Christmas and very happy festive season with a very prosperous new year. 

Hope to see many of you at Plett in April next year! 

 

Cheers vir eers 

Nols  
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Europe 
 
The weekend of 16-18th September saw a 127 assorted Triumphs arrive at the small Village of Houffalize in 

the Belgian Ardennes for the 25th Euromeet of European TR Registers. Participants came from Norway, 

Italy, Denmark, Germany, Holland, Belgium, Switzerland & the UK. Despite predicted rain, a well known 

feature of the Ardennes, there was no rain during the daytime for the whole weekend, 

Euromeet is a sort of National but Europe wide. Every year this event is organised by a different register 

thus 2009 was TR-IG ( the other German TR Register) ,2010 was the UK,  2012 Switzerland, 2013 Norway, 

2014 the Netherlands on board the former cruise ship MS Rotterdam & moored in Rotterdam Harbour. 

Friday 16th saw arrivals from early to late depending on car problems. Everyone was given a local drink of 

Lemon-Jenever ( a sort of lemon flavoured gin) as the entered. Then came welcome drinks, a buffet & much 

talking as everyone reestablished old acquaintances, particulary since many had not met since last year. 

Many have been attending for many years & were looking forward to meeting their fellow TR enthusiasts. 

So there was much laughter & many beers were downed. 

Saturday was the drivers day . The Belgium TR Register had plotted a magnificent tour through the 

Ardennes with ample opportunity for sight seeing, walks or just a drink at one of the many terraces in the 

villages that were visited. 

The region is well known for the battle that was fought there during the winter of 1944. The so called Battle 

of the Bulge, as a desperate attempt by the Germany army to get to the fuel supplies of Antwerp harbour. 

Both sides had 600,000 soldiers in the area and there are many museums which provide a chilling insight 

into the battle that was fought in harsh winter conditions. 

During the Tour a splendid TR2 was hit by a boar that wanted to cross the road at high speed. As the TR 

was doing some 120kph & was hit on the drivers side front wing the car was pushed sideways. A tyre came 

off its rim, the door & rear wing damaged and the boar lay unconscious on the road. When the co-driver had 

found his camera to take photographs for the family album & insurance purposes, the boar had disappeared. 

Probably with a huge headache. 

Back in Houffalize, which was also one of the villages fought over in the Battle, there were drinks, a gala 

dinner, music & dancing until late. Sunday morning some participants were taking part in the Tour of 

Belgium & so left early. Others went on a tour ending in the now nicely rebuilt village of la Roche. The 

ruins of a medieval castle tower over the village & could be visited. Others chose to visit the “Battle of the 

Ardennes “ Museum before we all went back to the hotel in Houffalize for lunch & farewell. 
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A splendid weekend which was very well organised by the small Belgium TR Registers 170 members. 

 

Gertjan van de Klashorst 
 

From the bookshelf  

 

“Classic Car & Sports Car” recently featured the TR2/3 series in the regular feature of what to look for when 

purchasing a classic. 

How many of you saw the recent TV programme “Wheeler Dealers”. Our two haircut specialists purchase a 

Spitfire 1500 for £ 2,600. They then had the head converted to unleaded, fitted a recondition diff, had the 

bumpers & petrol cap rechromed which brought them to total cost of  £ 4,200 and then sold it for just over 

£6,000. As usual they did not clean the engine, check the brakes, clean the interior and the most amazing 

piece of their usual slapdash was that they did not even bother to clean, paint or chrome the grittiest rocker 

cover you have ever seen. 

When one compares this UK programme to the USA’s “Graveyard Carz” the mind boggles. 

 

 

What you see may not be what you get. 
 
The saga continues with the GT6 MK1 
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At its launch at the 1966 Earls Court Motor Show Triumph claimed that the GT6 MKI was born in Le Mans. 

In fact the reverse was true in that the Le Mans Spitfires 

fastback shape was copied from the GT6. The design had started in 1963 as the 
Spitfire GT using a Spitfire MKIV but the fastback increased the cars weight which 
adversely affected acceleration & fuel consumption. 
Initially a Vitesse 1600 six cylinder was fitted along with a bonnet bulge, but then the 
Triumph 2000 saloon was in the pipeline. Being a more powerful engine Triumph 
had the possibility of a true GT and changed the name to GT6 . 
Production started in October 1966 with commission number KC1 & by September 
1968 with the launch of the GT6 MKII some 15,818 had been made. 
The chassis was that of the Spitfire MKII as was the windscreen & bonnet badging. 
The front grill was that of MKIII ( to be launched a year later) & front bumpers were 
those of the MKI & MKII. Doors differed from the Spitfire items by being fitted with 
swiveling quarter lights. The door handles with separate locks were as for the MKII 
but with the introduction of the MKIII a single double entry key was fitted to GT6’s at 
KC 4,799. Early models had their left mounted filler cap with its catch to the left. 
Theoretically this was to allow the catch to be opened with the left hand while 
holding the petrol nozzle in the right hand. 
 The GT6 1,998cc engine was almost identical to that fitted to the Triumph 2000 
saloon but its compression ratio was raised from 9.0:1 to 9.5:1. Peak torque of 
117.3lbft  at 3,000rpm remained the same. At KC5000 a stronger crankshaft was 
fitted running in larger diameter main bearings. The chromed rocker cover was a 
distinctive feature of The GT6. 
On early cars the air filter box was painted black with shorter ribbing detail than 
those of later cars with silver painting. Uniquely the thermostat was a double-entry 
model with two top hose connections to the radiator. Wire hose clips were used & 
not jubilee clips and the 6 bladed aluminium fan was unpainted. 
On some GT6’s a patent transfer was applied to the underside of the bonnet. 
The push rod tubes were not painted black like the rest of the engine.  
At KC5,001 the fuel pump no longer featured a glass bowl. Two full flow , paper 
element oil filters were used with the Purolattor type having a fluted bowl painted 
eggshell blue. 
Prior to KC11,503 black ignition leads with Champion right-angled connectors were 
used but after KC 11,503 these leads bcame green with straight connectors. 
The suspension turrets are those from the Herald & Vitesse as indicated by the tag 
on the turrets, used on those cars for the bonnet stay. Up to KC 4,322 a cranked 
extension was bolted to the tag on the  left hand suspension turret in order to mount 
the bonnet stay. Thereafter a the suspension turret was standardised & universal by 
means of a welded bracket which had two holes, the front one for the GT6 bonnet 
stay & the rear one for the Herald/Vitesse stay. 
A luxurious full width polished dashboard with a more logical layout than the Spitfire, 
was fitted with Smiths instruments with orange needles. 
However there was a strange mixture of knobs & toggle switches taken from the 
Triumph 1300. 
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Originally the rev counter was orange lined at 5,500rpm & red from 6,000 to 
7,000rpm. At some unrecorded later date this wide red marking was replaced with a 
single red line. This corresponded with the speedo only showing odd numbered 
speeds. 
A peculiarity was the steel panel that acted as the passenger foot rest. 
The doors featured a useful door pull which was the same one used on the MGB. 
The Spitfire MKII anti-burst door locks & striker plates were changed to those of the 
MKIII at KC21,737. 
Peculiar to the GT6 was the rubber seal pushed into a steel channel on the sill & 
running the bottom length of the door, this reduced wind noise. 
The Spitfire fly off hand brake was used until KC9,098 when a ratchet type became 
an intermittent fitment prior to becoming standard fitment at KC9,115. 
Up to KC1,040 seat belt anchor points were at the rear of the transmission tunnel & 
bolted directly to it. After KC1,040 in order to meet legislation they were moved 
forward & the side trim pads incorporated cut outs. After KC1,042 the handbrake 
cable passed through a steel tube on the transmission tunnel instead of a rubber 
grommet. A white plastic moulding covered the tail gate hinges with a centre 
courstesy light, this was from the Triumph 2000 & 1300 saloons. 
 
The all-synchromesh , close ratio gearbox used gears from the Vitesse 1600 box & 
was fitted to the competition cars where it had been proven reliable in the 100+bhp 
of 3,762 when the reverse light switch was actuated inside the box rather than by an 
external extension to the gear linkage. 
At KC7,279 the rear wheel cylinder was reduced from 3/4in to 5/8in to provide better 
balanced braking. 
The only change to the Vitesse 1600 steering rack that was used was to remove 
one tooth from the pinion , making 6 teeth. This increased the lock to lock turns from 
3.6 to 4.3 
 
THE GT6 MKII 
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In July 1968 Triumph introduced the GTS MKII at KC 50,000.. 
Notable improvements over the MKI were a revised rear suspension which kept the 
transverse rear spring but added a lower wishbone assembly. Better cabin 
ventilation a revised heater system with 2 speed fan, face level eyeball vents in the 
dash and vents beneath the dash , additional louvres in the bonnet sides and air 
vents behind the rear quarter lights. A heated rear window was also added as 
standard. The fitting of what became known as the MKII 2 litre engine increased the 
power from 95bhp to 104bhp & making the GT6 MKII a true 110mph sports coupe. 
IN September 1969 at KC 75,031 cosmetic changes included new reclining seats, a 
different steering wheel, more cockpit padding, black windscreen surround & revised 
rear lighting. 
In December 1970 the last MKII was produced at KC83,397. 
Most noticeable on the MKII was the replacement of the Triumph lettering & shield 
with a white enamel & chrome badge which simply stated GT6 mk 2. The additional 
louvres in the wings numbered 8. Along the bottom edge of the sill was a stainless 
steel finisher. 
At the rear , the same GT6 badges as at the front was fitted, but was slightly 
smaller. Above was a similar styled badge stating TRIUMPH. 
On very late MKII’s the petrol filler cap was that being used on USA cars & would be 
found later on Spitfire MKIV. 
In the engine bay the rocker cover lost its chrome plating & became silver painted. 
The Stromberg 150CD carburetors used 6AC needles and the air filter box, still 
painted silver had raised lettering describing its removal. The 4 circular drain holes 
at its base were replaced by a large rectangular slot. 
An 8 bladed yellow fan was now fitted behind the radiator. 
Gone was the MKI’ s dynamo and in its place a Lucas 15 ACR alternator & a square 
type Lucas 4ST starter solenoid was fitted as standard. 
Inside the car, gone was the high gloss finish to the wooded dash, replaced by a 
non reflective wood veneer. 
The wire spokes of the 15in TR5 steering wheel were neatly covered in padding. 
Some UK cars were fitted with the USA market’s black leather gear knob. 
Interestingly although appearing identical seats to those of the GT6 MKI they had 
thinner squabs thereby improving head room by 1.5in. 
The previously white tailgate hinge cover now was black to match the headlining as 
were the sunvisors. These could now be swiveled to the side. 
After KC 75,031 there were several interior changes that included:- 
 Three spoked aluminium steering wheel 
 The seats now reclined but no longer tipped forwards. 
 The extended rear luggage shelf was removed thus losing the 
 advantageous out of sight stowage facility. 
 To make the interior brighter the headlining & sunvisors reverted to white. 
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THE GT6 MKIII 
 Introduced at the Turin Motor Show in October 1970 at the same time as the 
Spitfire MK IV it shared many of the body panels of the Spitfire MK IV. While the 
bonnet panel was virtually the same it did feature a better styled & wider bonnet 
bulge & gone were its louvres together with those on the wings. 
The bonnet badge was no longer enamel & a Leyland “House” badged was fitted 
next to the bonnet catches. 
Rubber weather flaps were fitted to the rear of the inner wheel arches. 
The commission plate was reduced in size and later models the plate showed 
Triumph Motor Co Ltd as the manufacturer. 
An EEC approval label was now fitted. 
The windscreen surround was now part of the front bulkhead pressing & increase 
windscreen rake & height improved headroom. 
The profile of the rear quarter light also changed. 
The petrol tank filler was the same as that on the Stag & 2000 being flush fitting , 
chromed & a more drastic change was it being moved to the left hand rear wing. 
The cabin air extraction vent was lengthened & painted in body colour. 
 

 
Wheels were Dunlop 13 x 41/2 J & 13 x 51/2 J were never factory fitted. 
The centre silencer ( removed on the MKII) was reintroduced & acoustic tail pipes 
which were angled upwards were fitted. 
The heated rear window elements changed on later cars from vertical to horizontal & 
a warning label was added to the tailgate above the lock panel. 
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In February 1973 at KC 20,000 the Rotoflex rear suspension was replaced with the 
swing suspension of the MK IV Spitfire. 
Since this changed the recommended tyre pressures , the tyre pressure label 
 ( originally intended for the USA) & fitted to the bottom of the B post was done away 
with. 
The steering wheel was reduced in diameter together with new instruments, cloth 
seats & tinted windows. These were Triplex Sundym green tinted interestingly the 
rear quarter light glass was not handed so on the Left side the markings read from 
the outside. An occasional rear seat was offered as an option. 
A black front spoiler was now fitted. 
Sunvisors again changed color becoming back once more. 
 
In 1972 at KC 10,001 the engine was detuned in the same manner as the Spitfire 
MKIV resulting in only 95bhp at 5,200 rpm. 
The GT6 MKIII was the first to use a cable operated accelerator & the carburetors 
were 150 CE emission carbs. They can be identified by the lack of jet adjustment & 
a white plastic cover over the temperature compensator at the side of the 
carburrettors. Some were fitted with a red emission control label. 
Again a first was the fitting of black corrugated trunking to the air filter box & the 
front of the car. 
Jubilee clamps became an alternative fitment on the heater hoses. 
Another first was the use of an integrated water pump & its pulley. The pump was 
sealed for life & not fitted with a grease nipple. 
The alternator was provided with a protective shield around its fan & on 1973 cars a 
16ACR alternator was fitted. 
On 1973 cars the ballast resistor was replaced with a resistive wire in the main 
wiring loom. 
Lucas batteries were an alternative to the normal Exide supply this required two 
types of battery clamps to be used. 
Later engines lost the Smiths emission valve & in its place engine fumes were 
ducted direct to the Right hand side of each carburetor. 
The vacuum tapping for the now deleted Smiths emission vale was now used for the 
brake servo connection. 
At KC 12,389 brake calipers to allow for metric fittings , these were black & UNF 
either silver or gold. 
Also at KC 20,000 this servo was, as standard, now a Girling “Power Stop” & the 
master cylinder bore increased bore was increase from 11/16 in to 3/4in 
At the rear the brakes became self adjusting, the rear wheel cylinder changed from 
11/16in to 7/8in and the drums now accepted 1.5 in brake shoes. 
Interestingly for some reason the GT6 MKIII was never road tested by the media & 
died a slow death with only 4 cars produced in November 1973. At KC 24,218 in 
December 1973 production ceased without any announcement from Triumph. 
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COLOUR OPTIONS 
 
GT6 MKI & GT6 MKII from July 68 
     Body Trim 
February 67  
 
White Black or Blue 
Wedgewood Blue  Midnight Blue 
Conifer Green Black 
Signal Red Red or Black 
Royal Blue Black or Midnight Blue 
 
 
September 68 
 
White Matador Red, Tan or Black 
Wedgewood Blue Shadow Blue or Black 
Conifer Green Black or Matador Red 
Royal Blue Black or Shadow Blue 
 
 
Jasmine Yellow Black or Tan 
Signal Red Black or Tan 
Valencia Blue  Black or Tan 
Damson Red Black or Tan. 
 
September 69 
White Matador Red, Tan or Black 
Wedgewood Blue Shadow Blue or Black 
Laural Green Black or Matador Red 
Royal Blue Black or Shadow Blue 
 
 
Jasmine Yellow Black or Tan 
Signal Red Black or Tan 
Valencia Blue  Black or Tan 
Damson Red Black or Tan. 
Sienna Brown  Black or Tan 
 
May 1970  Jasmine Yellow replaced with Saffron Yellow. 
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Spitfire MKIV & GT6 MKIII 
 
January 71 
White Matador Red, Tan, Shadow Blue or 
       Black 
Wedgewood Blue Shadow Blue or Black 
Laural Green Black, Tan or Matador Red 
Sapphire Blue Silver Grey or Shadow Blue 
Saffron Yellow Black or Tan 
Signal Red Black or Tan 
Valencia Blue  Black or Tan 
Damson  Black, Silver Grey or Tan 
Sienna Brown  Black or Tan 
 
January 72 
Pimento Red Black 
White Shadow Blue, Tan or Black 
Sapphire  Blue Shadow Blue, Silver Grey or Black 
Emerald Green Black or Silver Grey 
Saffron Yellow Black  
Damson Black, Silver Grey or Tan 
Sienna Brown Tan 
 
September 72 
Carmine Red Black or Tan 
Pimento Red Black or Chestnut 
White Shadow Blue, Chestnut or Black 
Sapphire  Blue Shadow Blue or Black 
Emerald Green Black  
Damson Black, Silver Grey or Tan 
Sienna Brown Tan or Black 
Mallard Green Black or Tan 
French Blue Black 
 
February 73 
Carmine Red Black or Tan 
Pimento Red Black or Chestnut 
White Shadow Blue, Chestnut or Black 
Sapphire  Blue Shadow Blue or Black 
Emerald Green Black  
Mimosa Yellow Black or Chestnut 
Magenta Black 
Sienna Brown Tan or Black 
Mallard Green Black or Tan 
French Blue Black 
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Soft Tops only in Black on the GT6 seat trim is corded Bri- Nylon. 
 
Spitfire 1500 
 
October 74 
Carmine Red Black or Beige 
Pimento Red Black  
White Black or Beige 
Mimosa Yellow Black or Beige 
French Blue Black 
Maple Brown Black or Beige 
Java Green  Black or Beige 
British Racing Green Black or Beige 
Delft Blue  Black or Beige 
Topaz Orange Black or Beige 
 
March 76 Tahiti Blue replaced Delft Blue 
 
March 77 
Carmine Red Beige 
Flamenco Red Black  
Leyland White Black or Beige 
Inca Yellow Black  
Tahiti Blue Black 
Russet  Brown Beige 
Brooklands Green Beige 
 
Seat trim was now Houndstooth check. 
 
January 78  Pageant Blue replaced Tahiti Blue & Vermillion Red replaced Flamenco 
Red. 
 
September  79 Porcelain White replaced Leyland White 
 
That is the end of the Spitfire & GT6 story with grateful acknowledgements to 
John Thomason ( TRIUMPH SPITFIRE & GT6) & Bill Piggotts. 
 
ERIC FLETCHER 
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TRIUMPH ClUB SPITFIRE.  
Sadly John Dobbins reports that he is throwing in the towel on the club youth Spitfire project he has 

received all manner of good intentions from various people but no assistance or input has been received. He 

has sold everything in order to defray expenses. 

 
Spitfire competition preparation 
 
The following is the second part , (the first part can be found in Septembers Sabrina), of the serialization of 

R W Kastner’s official British Leyland booklet on Spitfire Competition Preparation The last part will 

appear in the March issue of Sabrina. Please note that the original booklet was produced for the USA hence 

all dimensions given are imperial & all regulations referred to are America. 

I have only changed the American word TIRES to TYRES, all other words are asper the original booklet. 

 

     FLY WHEEL  & CLUTCH 

 

It is possible to remove approximately 4 pounds from the flywheel but this must be done very carefully. The 

portion that wants attention is , of course , that portion of the fly wheel furthest away from the centre. The 

majority of the material is taken from both sides between the section which beds the clutch plate & the 

flywheel ring gear for the starter. 

There are two types of flywheel. Although the material weight & design are the same, the later type fitted to 

the MKII Spitfire is drilled for the diaphragm type clutch. To fit this type clutch to the MKI flywheel, it will 

be necessary to either purchase the new unit or redrill for the diaphragm clutch unit. 

The diaphragm clutch unit can be fitted with no alteration as the unit is very rugged and will operate very 

nicely with your racing engine. 

It is highly recommended over any other type. 

 

    INTAKE MANIFOLD 

Several ways of porting the intake manifold were tried & the best shape & size was derived by fitting almost 

as stock, except for matching the carburetors and the cylinder head ports. Smooth the interior of the 

manifold ports, being careful not to make a sudden increase in cross section. The manifold will have a taper 

from the carburetor side opening up to a slightly larger diameter at the cylinder head side. The bores of the 

inlet manifold can be polished using an 80 grit emery strip, mounted in a high speed grinder, & wetting the 

bore liberally with kerosene. Finish up with 320 grit emery strip. 

The MKII inlet manifold is a better unit than the earlier MKI & therefore if  you are preparing a MKI car, 

we suggest you invest in the later type manifold.  
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The prime difference is the MKII manifold is cast in one piece & water heated.  

The obvious advantage in having the manifold in one piece is that the old problems of air leaks, bolts to 

keep tight , gaskets to replace etc, are in the past but you should not race your car with the water heating 

tube in operation. This is a simple matter of bypassing the openings in the manifold for water. The water 

heating of the manifold is quite desirable for street use as it helps particularly in smooth running after cold 

starting. Heating of the manifold is undesirable for maximum power. 

Since the line up ring for the manifold has been removed and so that the manifold will match up with the 

slightly enlarged ports, it is practical to have method of ensuring that the manifold are exactly matched at the 

time of installation. Having a method of ensuring this line up can be significant against the moment when 

you have to remove & replace the manifolds in a hurry. Carefully line up the manifold on the cylinder head 

checking to see that there is no overlap on either head or manifold. Clamp the manifold in place securely. 

Using a sharp 1/8 inch drill, drill a hole through the manifold holding ear which fits against the head and 

continue the hole into the cylinder head for approximately 3/16 in. Repeat on the other top holding ear. 

Make sure that the holding clamp is in place when the holes are drilled so that the clamp will not cover the 

holes. You will find it easier to drill down through the manifold & head at approximately a 30 degree angle. 

The clamps can be removed after the drilling is done. You should now have a 1/8 in hole in the top ear on 

each side of the manifold. Now insert two 1/8 in drill bits or welding rods into the drilled holes & the 

manifold should line up perfectly. With the cylinder head installed, first lay up the manifold, insert the 1/8 in 

rods, install the hold clamps & tighten up, then remove the rods. It is necessary to remove the rods & not 

just simply install dowel pins as the SCCA regulations specifically state that no material may be added. 

Thus we have the advantage of the dowel pin technique without being contrary to the regulations. 

 

   EXHAUST MANIFOLDS & TAIL PIPE 

It is mandatory that the competition exhaust header system or the MKII exhaust header system be installed 

for competition. This addition alone will account for a power increase of approximately 8 horsepower 

depending on the camshaft installed. The exhaust pipe shoild be replaced with a new pipe of 2inch diameter. 

On the MKII the tail pipe should be 50.5 inches long measuring from the end of the header assembly. Bring 

the end of the pipe out to exit near the left or right rear tyre. It is usual to have the pipe away from the driver. 

The MKII header is 5.5 in longer than the competition header system so this length must be added to the 

tailpipe section. The total length of the tailpipe for the competion exhaust system should be 55.5 inches. 

Make at least two tailpipe hangers that are not in constant load, so that should the flexible hanger break 

away, the exhaust system will be held in place by the additional hangers. 
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CYLINDER BLOCK VENTS & FUME EXCLUDER 

 

The cylinder  block fume excluder ( vent pipe ) on the right hand side of the engine MUST be altered to stop 

the loss of oil on hard left turns. This is most easily accomplished by cutting off the existing pipe at the 

welded joint, & fitting an additional length of pipe over the portion in the block. The additional pipe must be 

bent in a rough S shape so that it will clear the exhaust manifold & exit to the rear of the manifolds. Make 

the pipe of such a length that the height will be approximately that of the bottom of the cylinder head. 

Incorporate a small flange on the pipe so that it can be mounted rigidly to the cylinder head stud. 

The MKII models are fitted with the exhaust emission system & will not have the described fume extractor 

pipe on the right hand side. When the balance of the system is removed it is mandatory that a vent pipe of 

some type is fitted the reccomended type is described in the section on fuel pumps. 

Addition of cast aluminium breathers on the valve cover is a good system in addition to the vent pipe 

described above. 

 

    THROTTLE LINKAGE & CARBURETORS 

Remove the butterflies & throttle shafts from the carburetors. Thin out the throttle shafts to approximately 

half their normal thickness and taper the butterfly edges to give a minimum of restriction in the carburetor 

throats. Be very careful when tapering the butterflies, for the must fit tight in the bore or it will be almost 

impossible to tune the carburetors. When assembling the throttle shafts & butterflies make absolutely certain 

that the mounting of the butterflies is tight. 

Under SCCA regulationals it is permissable to add material only to the interior of the carburetors so I 

suggesr replacing the throttle shaft butterflies screws with pop rivets, then use epoxy glue or solder to give a 

strong smooth shape. For more positive throttle control & return , make up a small steel tab approximately 3 

in long, thet will fit on a right side pan bolt. Mount the normal return spring to this tab & you will have a 

much more direct pull on the throttle linkage with less chance of the spring breaking or jumping out of 

position. By bending the large throttle actuating arm, which is fastened to the firewall, slightly you will give 

a more direct pull to the throttle arms with greater accuracy & control. 

 

    OIL COOLER – PART NUMBER V- 177  

If all other reccomendations are followed in preparation of your Spitfire, then it is mandatory that the oil 

cooler kit be fitted. The overall performance & longevity of the engine will be increase & the oil cooler will 

more than pay for itself in reducing repairs. So far we have increased the bore & compression, attended to 

the valve timing & porting arrangements & have thus increased the load on the bearings, at the same time 

increasing the amount of heat that must be dissipated. The oil cooler makes it possible for the engine to take 

these increases in its stride. 
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The oil radiator can be easily fitted directly under the water radiator mounting rail. This provides a secure, 

protected mounting that will still allow the oil radiator to be presented directly to the air stream. 

 For a more polished installation, make up a scoop of light gauge aluminium which will wrap around the oil 

radiator & then go forward to the lower front edge of the front valance. Install a piece of screning in the 

forward edge of this coop & you will have a very functional installation. After you have mounted the 

adapter plate on the cylinder block & reinstalled in the oil filter cartridge, route the hoses in a manner that 

will protect them from flying stones & dirt accumulation. 

Where possible secure the hoses to the chassis or body work with snug fitting clamps that are protected with 

rubber or felt. Inspect the hoses carefully after the installation is completed & note any point that might 

chafe, Protect the hose at this point by attaching a layer of 3/16 in felt padding. 

 

      ELECTRIC FUEL PUMP 

The mechanical fuel pump should be removed and replaced with the competition Bendix electrical unit. 

When the mechanical unit is removed the aperture in the cylinder block should be covered with an 

aluminium or steel plate. Make up a pipe of appriximately 1 inch diameter & weld this to the plate used for 

covering the fuel pump aperure. This pipe should have a height equal to the bottom of the cylinder head 

face. This will provide crankcase ventilation. 

The optional pump may easily mounted at the rear of the car to the left side of the fuel tank insided the 

separating panel for the trunk compartment. Instal neoprene hoses from the tank outlet to the pump & then 

from the exit of the pump to the normal fuel line. 

Do not use the standard method of mounting the fuel lines around the cylinder block & under the water 

pump. Route the fuel line over the top of the heater to the carburetors. This manner of routing will remove 

the lines from the direct heat of the engine & will assist in reducing preheating of the fuel. 

 

      WIDE BASE WHEELS 

 

The SCCA regulations allow an increase in allowed rim width & therefore we have steel & mag alloy wide 

base wheels available. Both the steel & Mag alloy are 

 4.5 x 13. The steel wheels are part number 305985 & the Mag wheels are V-420. 

The wide base wheels are a special optional unit designed to improve the road holding of the Spitfire. The 

4.5 inch unit is intended for racing & for the use of racing tyres. The specially wide rim will tend to hold the 

side wall of the tyre in a perpendicular position longer, thereby affording greater support & retarding the roll 

under point when cornering hard. This superior support allows lower pressures, which at some tracks will be 

found to improve adhesion. The wheels are but one pound heavier than the stock unit & well worth the 

investment for those who wish to be really quick on the race course. 
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The mag wheels are the better of the two types in that they are superior in strength & also lighter which will 

be of assistance in increasing the road holding. Should you make your own steel wheels be very careful in 

the amount of offset that you put into the rim section.  

Bring the rear wheel cross section in will put the tyre very close to the lower radius rod & increasing the 

front will put the tyre out of limits provided by the new regulations. 

The regulations do not permit any of the tyre tread to extend beyond the fender line when viewed from 

directly above the wheel on a centre line with the axle. 

 

      SHOCK ABSORBERS 

 

Considerable testing was done with various makes & types of shock absorber. The final type found to be 

best for our use is the widely respected KONI . This shock ( Part No V 341 ) is specially designed for the 

Spitfire, with the required rates of bound & rebound. The units are adjustable front & rear and give a 

positive control that is needed in competition. Admittedly the Koni’s are more expensive than most other 

makes , but they return their cost through excellent reliability. Some shock absorbers will change rate when 

in hard use , due to heat generated, changing the handling of the car. The fine construction of the Koni units 

save you from this problem. 

 

      REAR SUSPENSION 

 

The normal method of altering or adjusting the rear wheel camber is by de-arching the rear road spring. This 

work is best left to a specialist in springs as the cost is moderate ( approximately $10). Whent the the rear 

spring arch is set to 3.5inches, the rear wheel camber will be approximately 4 to 5 dergrees negative. This 

setting has been found best for racing conditions. 

It may be neccesary to reduce the amount of arch even further to achieve the proper negative camber for 

each individual car. The dimension therefore is a starting point. 

It is mandatory that you check & correct, if necessary the wheel base distance & rear wheel toe in. This is 

adjusted by removing or adding shims to the foreward end plate of the rear axle radius rods, at the point 

where they bolt up to the chassis.  

The toe in should be 1/16 inch. Do not overlook this adjustment, as it can make a fantastic difference in the 

handling of the Spitfire. 

 

     CAMBER COMPENSATOR 

The camber compensator, Part No V170, is installed in the following manner: Remove the 3 bottom bolts 

from the centre section of the differential. Offer up the welded scoop-like assembly, with the scoop pointed 

towards the front of the car. Install the 3 bolts that were removed, through the provided holes in the scoop 

plate & tighten up fully.  
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Remove the nut that  holds the connecting bolt for the rear axle radius rod to the verical link. Slide back the 

bolt just far enough to clear one side, and so that the connecting plate for that side can be passed over the 

bushing of the radius rod. The connecting plate is slotted on one side so that the complete removal of this 

bolt is not necessary & thus the installation is considerably simplified.  

The connecting plate is a snug fit over the radius rod mounting & it is usually only necessary to tap the link 

into position with a hide mallet. Slide the connecting bolt back into the full-home position, fit the nut & 

tighten up fully. The portion of the connecting plate with the large hole should now be on the top side of the 

radius rod and pointed in towards the centre of the car. Assemble the rubber grommets and distance pieces 

to the spring ends and fit up to the the connecting plates. Tighten up the nuts & the installation is complete. 

 

      FRONT SUSPENSION 

 

Due to the decambering of the rear suspension it is well to regain the proper body angle attitude. This is 

accomplished by installing the front competition springs. These springs are shorter in length & have a 

different rate. Set up the Koni shock ( Part No V340) & adjust to two half-turns & fit up the units. 

Adjust the front wheel toe-in to 1/16 inches . Align the front wheel camber to ½ degree negative. 

If excessive understeer is evidenced , increase the front wheel negative camber to 1 degree. 

 

       TYRES 

We have found that the standard tyre pressure of 26 pounds front & 28 pounds rear is a good starting point . 

The pressure requirements will rarely differ more than 3 or 4 pounds from this figure. However pressures 

will vary according to the tyres fitted & the geography of each race course , so do not hold to a standard 

pressure without some experimentation. 

We have found that both the Firestone & the Goodyear racing tyres give very good handling & are far 

superior to any other type fitted. 

 

      SPARK PLUGS 

 

Although there are many brands of spark plug that will give good service & satisfactory results with the 

Spitfire engine in a modified condition, I have found in extensive dynamometer & track testing that the 

Champion L66Y & Champion L64Y are by far the best in longevity & ultimate power. This is a power tip 

plug that does not need to be changed after warm up & will last quite a number of races if reasonable care is 

taken with maintenance & gap deposits. Clean them slightly after each race & check the gap. If the 

electrodes show signs of erosion , open up the gap using a sharp spark plug file, remove enough metal to 

give a sharp edge to both electrodes. Then re-gap. 
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It is not necessary to replace the plugs simply because they have been run a few times. Obviously keep the 

ceramic clean & make certain that the plugs are tight in the cylinder head. 20 pounds torque will be 

sufficient. 

 

 

The L66Y is the warmer of the two reccomendations & should be used on cooler daysor on engines being 

broken in from new and in cases where the modifications have not been to the ultimate. The L64Y plugs 

should be fitted to any Spitfire using all of the high output reccomendations listed in this booklet. 

 

      CAMSHAFTS 

To achieve top performance from your Spitfire it is essential that the optional racing camshaft be fitted. The 

best racing camshaft for the Spitfire in all of our tests has proven to be the A-6. This camshaft is specifically 

made for use in the Spitfire engine & will give the best in power,low speed, top end performance & 

reliability. When fitting this camshaft be certain that the optional valve springs are alsoused as the standard 

springs will not accommodate the lift of the new profile. The power comes in at 4500rpm & stays until just 

over 6600rpm thus making revs to 7000 rpm possible & usable. 

Exact timing of the camshaft can be assured by following the procedure in the following section on 

degreeing of camshafts. These cams are very carefully checked for specification & if it is found that the 

timing alters by more than a couple of degrees from one lobe to another , it will be found invariably that one 

of the following problems are at fault: 

 1. The camshaft is bent ( check between centres on a lathe). 

 2. Camshaft bearings are worn ( replace & line bore). 

 3.The block is warped ( usually after an engine blow up – replacement will be   

 necessary). 

It goes without saying that the majority of mistakes blamed on the poorly maligned camshaft are finally 

found to be innacurate readings or procedures taken in the act of degreeing the camshaft into position. 

When installing your new camshaft be certain that you install a set of large diameter lifters which are the 

standard parts on the MKII model. These lifters carry the part No 143552. It will be necessary to bore out 

the lifter bores in the earlier type blocks to accommodate these larger lifters. This replacement is legal to the 

SCCA regulations under the “ up date back date” regulation. The smaller lifters are much more prone to 

wear with the modified cam profile. In the majority of cases the tappet will begin to break up & this will act 

on the cam lobes as a turning tool in a lathe, quickly reducing the lobe. 

The Bardahl Company & the Torco Oil Company both have a very high grade of special camshaft lubricant 

for sale that is very reasonable in price. Be certain a special lubricant of this type is used on the cam lobes & 

on the cam followers at the time of installation. These special lubricants are far superior to any other tried.  
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The B camshaft, part No V-175 is a good fitting for street use but cannot compare with the A-6 for ultimate 

power & fast revs. 

When fitting the A6 cam, part No V-110, fit FV needles to the carburetors with the adjustment opened 10 

flats as astarting point. 

When fitting the B cam fit CG needles as a starting point. 

The timing diagrams for the optional camshafts are as follows: 

 B Inlet opens 30deg BTDC, Inlet closes 70deg ABDC. 

   Exhaust opens 70deg BBDC, Exhaust closes 30deg ATDC 

   Duration 280deg, Valve lift .409, Checking clearance .010 

   Operating clearance .014 hot. 

   Carb needle recommendation C.G 

         A-6   Inlet opens 36deg BTDC, Inlet closes 72deg ABDC. 

   Exhaust opens 72deg BBDC, Exhaust closes 36deg ATDC 

   Duration 288deg, Valve lift .391, Checking clearance .010 

   Operating clearance .014 hot. 

   Carb needle recommendation F.V 

DEGREEING THE CAM 

Unless you are familiar with the techniques involved in camshaft indicating, it is suggested that you simply 

fit the camshaft to the original timing marks as camshaft indicating does take time, knowledge & equipment. 

All checking clearances are taken from the camshaft , not from the valve. This is done to be certain that the 

camshaft is installed properly & thus we have eliminated such trouble spots as inaccurate rocker ratios, 

flexing push rods etc. 

 

The figure below is a drawing of a dummy push rod 

that should be made up for camshaft degreeing. This 

set will provide sufficient weight to move the cam 

follower back to the cam after raising & will also 

provide a square end for the stem of the dial 

indicator to rest on. 

Install either a degreed flywheel or a degree wheel 

on the crankshaft. Install a strong pointer that will 

not bend if accidentally touched.  

Install a camshaft timing wheel & chain in the 

normal manner.  

Mount a dial indicator that has solid support for the 

base & does not wobble even slightly in a position 

so that the indicator stem touches near the centre of 

the number one piston. Rotate the crankshaft until 

the indicator reaches its maximum reading. 

Continue rotating the cankshaft very carefully until 

the point is reached where the indicator starts to 

return. 
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Note the exact point where all movement stops & either move the degree wheel to coincide with the pointer 

on zero or move the pointer in the case of a degreed flywheel. Note the exact place on the degree wheel that 

the dial indicator starts to fall. This may be as much as 2 degrees. Without making any changes in any of the 

cheking instruments, rotate the crankshaft again until you reach the point exactly halfway between the two 

points noted on the degree wheel. This is Top Dead Centre . Now move the degree wheel zero mark to line 

up exactly with the pointer. Install a dry clean cam follower in the Number One  intake valve lifter bore. 

Insert the dummy push rod. Move the dial indicator so that the stem of the indicator rests in the centre of the 

dummy pushrod. (The indicator used must have a face reading total of at least the cam lift) Rotate the 

crankshaft until the indicator shows the highest point of cam lobe lift. Note the position of the degree 

wheel.Rotate the camshaft 360degrees ( one full turn) to the same degree previously noted. Set the indicator 

face to zero. Rotate the crankshaft until the indicator .010. This is the checking clearance. It is at this point 

that the intake valve would just be leaving its seat. Note the reading on the degree wheel. The reading should 

coincide with the timing diagram for inlet opening. Continue to rotate the crankshaft until the indicator 

shows that full lift has been achieved & that the indicator has returned to .010. 

This is the point of closing for the intake valve & should coincide with the timing diagram. Twenty degrees 

off usually indicates you are off one tooth on the timing wheel. Ten degrees would indicate that you should 

rotate the timing wheel to the alternate set of bolt holes. Four or Five degrees can be picked up by elongating 

the holes in the timing wheel. It is understood that there is a new or very good timing chain being used as a 

worn chain can account for a much as four degrees easily. 

Also worn sprockets can account for timing differences. Be certain when doing this check that you take up 

the timing chain slack with your hand or you will not get the actual opening point. If it is necessary that a 

choice be made between having the opening or the closing point the most exact, give preference to the 

opening point as the valve is not very far off its seat on the closing side per degree & the engine will 

perform better. Plus or minus one & one-half degrees is acceptable on the opening point. When adusting the 

valves for operation at the recommended .014, follow this sequence of adjustment: 

  With Number 1 full open adjust rocker number 8. 

  With Number 2 full open adjust rocker number 7. 

 With Number 3 full open adjust rocker number 6. 

 With Number 4full open adjust rocker number 5 

 With Number 5 full open adjust rocker number 4 

 With Number 6 full open adjust rocker number 3. 

  With Number 7 full open adjust rocker number 2. 

 With Number 8 full open adjust rocker number 1. 

       

     Eric Fletcher 

With thanks to John Dobbins 
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Hermanus Whales and Wheels, Saturday 1st October 
 

 

The show was moved a week later this year due to school 

holidays and thank you to Tom for rounding up the 

troops. The journey across was not without its problems, 

Dennis Cook started in his TR3A but had a leaking 

radiator and so changed to his Mini Cooper, after 

throwing it around coming up Sir Lowry’s pass those 

following noticed a plume of blue smoke coming from 

the back which became like a destroyer smoke screen 

near the Orchard farm stall. Fearing a major, and possibly 

terminal engine problem, Dennis arranged a tow back 

while the rest continued. Then just after turning off the 

N2, Ashley’s TR3 putted to a halt that he diagnosed as a 

coil failure. Neil Cameron went off to Kleinmond to find 

a spares shop and bought a new coil and eventually we 

had a very good Triumph presence at the show. It was really good to see that Gerhard has started his 

grandson, Juan’s, education early by bringing him across in his TR7-V8 whilst GP brought the Spitfire 

across as well. We were also joined by Denise and Nick whilst a local Spitfire made up the numbers and will 

be inspanned into the club! 

 

Tom and the Scottish contingent went into town to have breakfast and watch the Scotland – England game 

on the big screen whilst Bernie Vorster commandeered her dad’s car and joined Jenny and I on the 

procession through town. We were behind her 

and as she gunned the V8 to amuse the crowd, we 

just about died of asphyxiation.  
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She was wondering why we had dropped so far behind!  

 

Once we had got every one back to the show, we were invited by the organisers to give a run past of 

Triumphs whilst your truly was press ganged into commentating. 

 It all went very well and although we didn’t have all the TR series, we were able to explain sidescreen 

TR’s, Michelotti and Karman cars plus the TR7 and 8 together with the Macau replica and Spitfires.  The 

demonstration went down well and seems we are needed again next year. 

 

Although the weather was starting to get decidedly overcast, the contingent stayed on for prize giving and 

were rewarded by Nick Joubert winning a medal in the post ‘45 to ‘60 class and Tom Dougan winning a 

medal in the post ‘60 category, thanks to all of you. A big sorry for the traffic jam on your way home, next 

year I will give you the quick route out, promise! 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
WANTED 
 
Rodney Keyzer is desperately looking both Left & Right TR2 wings so that he can press on with his 

rebuild. 

You can contact Rodney on 083 459 398 

    Or  rodneyk@sandown.co.za 

mailto:rodneyk@sandown.co.za
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 SPARES  
 

Those of you looking for a new wiring harness then contact British Wiring at  

britishwiring@ameritech.net 

or phone Josh on + 01 866 461 9050. 

I was advised to contact this American company through the best TR7/TR8 Forum & found that they stock 

an amazing array of harness for all Triumphs, MG’s , Jaguars & other British Classics. 

Ed. 

 

Tony Viljoen has 5 pressed steel wheels to fit TR2,3,4,4A. 

These are free to a good home. 

He also has the wherewithal & ability to restore or reseal your fuel tank. 

Contact Rodney on 082 605 1243 

 
FOR SALE. 
 

A 1970 Spitfire MK3.  

No condition is stated but the asking price is R34,000 ono. 

Contact EVE on 011 672 2827 after 1400hrs. 

 
 

 

WHAT CAR IS THIS?  
 

 

Name the Make.  

Name the Model.  

Give the engine size. 

Where was it made & when?   

Does it have Triumph DNA,  
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September’s Mystery Car 
 

 

Quite a few of you identified this car as a Triumph TR-250 K, but how many of 

those know the true story of this car? 

I am grateful to the April 1968 of “CAR and DRIVER” in which appeared an 

article by Leon Mandel & contributed to by Kas Kastner which sets the record 

straight. 

Built on a production chassis, weighing only 1500 pounds, conforming to all 

safety standards, better looking than a Lamborghini, cockpit  bigger than the 

original car. Front & rear sections lift up, with integral roll bar & head restraints 

& Airheart vented disc brakes it uses a 2.5l 6 cyl engine but is ready to accept a 

3.5l V8 and is both a production road car & a Group6 Prototype racing car. And 

race it did at the 1968 Sebring 

races . 

Its builders & designers were 

Kas Kastner ( BL Triumph US 

Competitions Director) Peter 

Brock. Brock was the designer 

of the Cobra Daytona Coupe, 

Samurai, Lang Cooper & 

Mirage among others. 

 

 

The whole project was semi 

official & hatched under a 

cloak of secrecy. 

Kastner & Brock had been talking for a few years  about doing a car on a TR4A 

chassis & if they could do it using standard components & making it look good 

then maybe they could get BL interested in taking a bite out of the Corvette 

market. 

A TR250, actually a TR5 in an Aluminium skin. The engine was moved back 9.5 

inches improving weight distribution. A lower bonnet line thereby decreasing the 

frontal area. The only non Triumph parts were the Airhearts disc brakes & a 

Corvette Aluminium radiator. The suspension was modified to standard Kastner 

Triumph competition specs as approved by the SCCA C production class. 
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The overall length is 

6inches longer than the 

TR250 & the height is only 

43inches ( 3 more than a 

GT40). The seats are a part 

of the car & yet a 6 footer 

has leg room to spare. Long 

doors aid entry & exit . The 

radically sloped windscreen 

& side, windows combine 

with the high deck ( Head 

rests just forward of the roll 

bar) result in an almost 

draught free cockpit even at 

racing speeds. The body is 

hand formed from 0.050 inch Aluminium supported by a network of welded steel 

tubing . The centre backbone of steel tubing and Aluminium sheet tie into the 

main structural bulk head which runs the full width of car.  

Using a fuel injected TR 5 ( not 250) engine it could be driven to the 

Supermarket. 

Brock describes it as having been designed around people not like an Italian car 

which he states “ is designed as a piece of architecture”. 

in addition to the large doors , ducted air system, driver controlled spoiler, all 

instruments angled to the driver, Kastnerised engine all in a gorgeous body, but 

says Leo Mandel BL didn’t build it. 

 Let us now hear what Kas Kastner reports 

( verbatim & un- edited Ed) 

 

“The TR 250K project began when I was called to England with only a one-day 

warning. I called Pete Brock & told him that I was leaving that afternoon & if he 

wanted me to try to get permission to build the car I needed some ammo by way 

of a sketch. Pete did a great sketch on a sheet approx. 24in x 12in. I rolled this up 

& went to the plane. 

In New York for the layover I met my old friend Leon Mandel who was at Car & 

Driver at the time. I made a deal with Leon, If I managed to get the car approved 

in England & built he would put it on the front cover of the March issue ( the 

Sebring time). 



 lxi 

Then I went to the Chairman of the Board at Triumph, showed him the sketch , 

told him I had a magazine cover & all we had to do was build this pretty car. A 

fter a bit more  magazine subscription salesmanship he finally agreed. I returned 

with the sketch told everyone we were on for the deal & thus the project began. 

The time frame for the above was about 10 ten days. 

 
 

In lots of ways the TR250K was a project that ended poorly. The car was never 

given the recognition it deserved by Triumph but at the same token it was 

astoundingly successful to other manufacturers &  the press.  

I remember Donald Healey coming up to me while we were on the grid at 

Sebring with the car. He was amazed at this beautiful piece & admired it from 

every direction. Pete Brock & I worked long hours to put that devil together but 

suffered mightily from lack of funds.” 

Kas Kastner March 13 1999. 

Thanks to “Car & Driver” April 1968. 

Ed 
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The green pages 
 
How many of you have lashed out £ 150 ( or £9.95 if you are a member of the Folio 
Society ) a good R1800 for the latest “ Comprehensive Atlas of the World”?  
If you have well maybe you can get your money back. 
 Well it seems that the Times which claims to produce “ the World’s most Prestigious 
& Authoritative Atlas” has been found guilty of exxargerating the effects of climate 
change.Its advertising states “The latest satellites take photographs that are clearer 
, sharper …….they allow us to see how our world is rapidly changing.”  
And “ Climate Change whats the Truth” Their brilliantly coloured maps show a huge 
coastal are of Greenland that has changed from white to green ( since their last 
issue) suggesting an alarming accelaration of the melting of the Northern ice cap & 
stating that 15% of the ice sheet around Greenland had melted since 1999. 
Sadly for the Times a group of Scientists from Cambridge Universities Scott Polar 
Research unit have stated that this has no basis in Science & indeed is contradicted 
by recent Satelite images. Even the Times Atlas calculation of the ice sheet 
shrinking at 1.5% per year since 1999 is repudiated by the group who state that the 
correct figure is more in the order of 0.1%. 
The Times publishers have now admitted that the “Ice-free” areas could in fact still 
be covered by sheets of ice more than 500m thick. 
 
Thanks to the Folio Society & The London Daily Mail 
Eric Fletcher 

Some Statistics 
 
From Gayle Jones come these UK Triumph statistics. It would appear that they 
emanate from their vehicle licence register. They should give Nols some food for 
thought particulary the aparently very few TR 7’s. 
 
TR2-TR6     6,333    Stag    4,699 
Spitfire  4,185    Vitesse   1,434 
Herald  2,705    Dolomites &  Toledo’s 1,328 
Saloons?  1,051    Acclaims      376 
GT6      921    TR 7       382 
TR8        30 
 
TOTAL 23,444 

 
Also from the UK’s department of Transport comes the amazing statistic that since 2007 only one MONK 

has died from an accident while driving a RIDE ON LAWN MOWER. 
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Anniversaries 
 

A couple of months ago I argued that the history of the club that had been written by Chris Schultz 

recording that the Cape Town club had been formed in 1972 was incorrect because I had joined the club in 

1971, the year in which I purchased my TR 3A. This was followed by a short account of my experience of 

the early days of the club's formation. 

After having worked away from home for most of the last 10 years, with several moves to several countries,  

I am at last getting down to unpacking some of my stuff which includes handbooks and regalia for my cars. 

Imagine my embarrassment when I found records that showed that I had purchased my car in 1973 and 

therefore would have joined the club in 1973 as a result of a newspaper ad, not knowing that it had already 

been going for more than a year. I apologise for insinuating that Chris’ memory might not have been lucid in 

his old days, and have no doubt that the history of the club that he has chronicled is accurate. When I first 

started attending club meetings in the old Glendower hotel Chris was already a regular. I also apologise to 

Tom, as centre chairman, for being argumentative over this issue.  Put it down to CRAFT disease – can’t 

remember a flipping thing! As penance I commit my services as part of a committee to organise the 

celebration of this very special event next year. 

Our members might be interested in some of the information that I found in a clipping from 1961 in the 

original handbook that came with my car. It stated that the year 1962 would bring about cheaper travel to the 

UK and that the overseas visitors club would be offering club members a one-way air, one way sea return 

fare for only R180 (90 Pounds). Fares in the Edinburgh Castle in January 1962 would range between  R76 

and R134 tourist class and first-class between  R 150 and  R190. 

 What they didn’t tell you was that your drinks bill on the sea leg would almost equal your one way 

voyage cost… Ed  

1973 was also the year of the oil crisis - caused by an OPEC oil export embargo by many of the major Arab 

oil-producing states, in response to Western support of Israel during the Yom Kippur War. Who can forget 

the time when we had national speed limits of 80 kmh, and filling stations closed at 6 pm ?  Some things you 

can’t forget-  hope that I am forgiven.  

Cheers : Dennis Cook 

 

the christmas quiz 
 
Just when you thought that I had forgotten here is your  Annual brain teazer  
( note singular & nothing to do with that semi clad one). 
So here it is. 
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Five Triumph enthusiasts ( Alan, Nols, Gino, Jamie & Deon) set out for the Nationals 
in Plett in the 5 diferent TR ‘s each one painted a different colour. They each arrive 
in Plett on the same day but at diferent times.  
Using the information given below who drove what model TR ? What colour was it 
and what time did they arrive in Plett? 
 

1.  They were : the one with a red TR, the one who arrived at 9.00pm , the 
 one in the TR2, Deon, and the one with the blue TR. 

2.  The one who arrived at 9.00pm arrived in the white TR. 
3.  The TR6 arrived at 10.00 am. 
4.  The TR2 is yellow. 
5.  The TR7 arrived earlier than Nols. 
6.  The TR6 is not green. 
7.  Alan’s TR is red. 
8.  The TR5 is not red. 

9.  The yellow TR did not arrive at 

7.00am. 

10. Nols didn’t drive the White TR. 
11. Alan arrived earlier than Gino. 
12. Gino was not driving a b lue TR. 
13. Deon arived later than the TR5. 
14. Blue is not the colour of the TR6. 

 
 
Now, thinking caps on , the solution will appear in the March Sabrina , so 
here’s wishing you a great Christmas & New year with 4 months to work out 
the answer. 
 
Eric Fletcher. 

15.  

 

 
 

 

 

Marlene Keats 
Dave & Anne Blair & Linda Hansell WHITNEY STRAIGHT 


