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Editorial

So here we are nearly half way through the year with activity in the Border beginning to hot up in
preparation for next years Nationals.

Winter is setting in on the highveld & presumably Cape Town is starting to see some rain.

Recommended reading in this issue is Bill Sales Lexus TR7. You may not agree with what he has done but
his article I believe is a guide for others out there to emulate.

This issue features Border on the back cover & September will see Bloemfontein.

The question is what do | feature on the back cover for 2012. Remember colour printing is expensive & the
front cover is in colour & therefore dictates the back cover.

One idea is to use it to feature one, or at the most two, of the clubs personalities with their car(s).

Please let me have your ideas.

We are all getting older & if as to remind us of that fact we have two centres celebrating their 30 Birthdays.
These are PE & Pretoria so in wishing them all the best for the future we return to 1981 & they tell us of
their beginnings plus they regale us with their Birthday celebrations.

Chairman’s Chat

We are in the electronic age where a huge percentage of the population uses the internet on a daily basis.
Information is available and you can get the most up to date news, views, movies, photos, training, etc. by
simply “Googling” it. Social networks are also very active on the internet and everyone knows Facebook,
Twitter, etc. where communities of people get to chat to each other and make contact with people from the
distant past. Most people don’t even use the telephone directory anymore as supplier’s telephone numbers
are available at the click of a button.

Now what has it to do with the Triumph Sports Car Club, you may ask? Quite a lot in fact. Any potential
new member will go onto the internet and search for classic cars and in our case Triumph and visit our site.
We also get quite a lot of general queries, contacts and new members through this medium. It is our window
to the world, where we can showcase the club, our cars and members, activities and outings to the general
public as well as new members. We can also advertise our national gatherings, breakfast runs, etc. to gain
more public interest and also get the general public to know that our cars do exist and that we are still one of
the best classic sports car clubs in the country. Same goes for you as well; information of Triumph interest
will be available at your fingertips.

We decided to have our website redeveloped and | urge you to go and have a look at it on the internet at
www.triumphclubsa.com. The biggest challenge that we have on the internet is to keep the site current and
to update it regularly.
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With the latest technology, it is possible to do this by simply sending an email to a specific address and it is
there, live on the website. | would like to get the web advertising also active on our site and be able to
attract big advertisers to advertise on our site and also potential sponsors for our national gatherings as well.
We can only offer this if we keep our website up to date and attract a number of hits per month to make it
worth while for any advertisers and sponsors.
There is so much technical information available in the various clubs with our members and one of the
biggest frustrations amongst our members is how to get this information available. It is like re-inventing the
wheel every time something goes wrong with your beloved Triumph. | would also like to get this addressed
and plan on having a technical blog going where you can post your technical query on line and members that
subscribe to this service can go online and help you to fix your problems and the information will also be
available for other members that may experience the same type of problem some time down the line?
Same goes for the buying and selling of our cars and parts. You would be able to send an email to the
webmaster who will place you advert online and it could generate interest from a specific group of people,
i.e. our members and potential new members and they would be able to respond quicker and keep our cars in
the family and on the road. Most of our centres have their own websites and the national website will have
links to them as well.
Please let us have your comments and suggestions as to what you would like to see on the website and
changes that you would like to have made for consideration.
Our “Youth project” is also gaining momentum and John Dobbins is in the process of building a Spitfire
racing car, watch this space and refer to the article in this edition and let’s also have your support to make it
a success.

I would like to thank you for your continued support as without it we would not be able to keep up with the
rest of the community and other clubs out there. It is winter but please keep them Triumphs clean and on
the roads!!

Triumphant Regards,
Gerhard P. VVorster

Registrars Report

In my report tabled at the last national gathering at Drakensville | reported that the details of 931 Triumphs
were listed in our national register. | also expressed the wish to push this figure up to at least 1000 cars by
the 2012 nationals. Well, I am happy to report that we are now within striking distance at 979 entries. Yes,
we need another 21 cars to get there!

A very interesting characteristic of our register is the very strong representation of the TR range of sports
cars that account for nearly 50% of our total holdings.




Considering the fact that Triumph saloon cars were manufactured in South Africa in relatively great
numbers (1500 FWD, 2000 Mk1 and Mk2, 2500 PI, and Chicane Mk1 and Mk2) one would be inclined to
expect that these cars would be listed in far greater numbers, yet it is not the case.

An analysis of our TR holdings appear in the table below:

TRIUMPH TYPE NUMBER %
TR TR2 42 9
TR3 66 14.6
TR3A 79 17.6
TR4 17 3.8
TR4A 26 5.7
TR5 12 2.8
TR6 63 14
TR7 142 31.6
TR8 4 0.9
TOTAL 451 100

It is my intention to publish similar analytical tables for our Spitfire, GT6, Herald, Vitesse, and saloons in
future reports. In the meantime | wish to thank all those members and membership secretaries who regularly
supplied the details of new members’ cars in their respective TSCC centres. Their efforts prevented our
register from stagnating.

I count on all our members to work together in pursuit of that magic figure of 1000 Triumphs getting listed
in our register. | will also appreciate it tremendously if the details of ownership changes could also be sent to
me so that | can update the register regularly.

Cheers vir eers!

Nols Pienaar

SAMCA REPORT

SAMCA’s AGM was held at the end of March and all committee members were re-elected unopposed.
Discussions are ongoing with SAVVA with the idea of forming an umbrella body to handle negotiations
with legislators regarding traffic matters, especially those affecting classic cars adversely.

Angela’s Picnic was held on 3" April at Delta Park with the Triumph club manning the gate and collecting
donations for Hospice. R26500-00 was raised this year which is R2000-00 more than last year. My thanks to
those Pretoria and Johannesburg members who helped on the day. Particular thanks must go to Eddie Steele,
Dave Sawyer, Bill and Helen Flynn, Rob Macleod and Elaine Castlemaine for going the extra mile.




Following a request to SAMCA from the Triumph Club the date for the run to the Vaal in January 2012 to

be later in the month than it was this year it was agreed to arrange it for Sunday 22" January, which being

the 4™ Sunday of the month will see the Johannesburg and Pretoria Centres participating= one less event to
organise for them and a chance to fly the Triumph Club flag!

Those are all the SAMCA matters of consequence this period

John Dobbins

NATIONAL GATHERING 2012

18TH NATIoNALS 201

26 April 2012 until 1 May 2012 in Plettenberg Bay

The count down, - (less than 350 days to GO,...yes DAYS!...to GO)- in preparations of the
launch-pad for the blast off of the 2012 Nationals, scheduled to be launched on Thursday, 26
April 2012, is intensifying.

There is no Triumph Haynes Workshop manual instructing one as to How to organise and put
together the mechanics of a Triumph National Gathering. One is justifiably appreciative and
grateful of the fact that we have fellow enthusiasts relying on their memory, observation
skills and magnificent work of their predecessors, and the experience gained from attending
the efficient organisation of past nationals, who now step into the breech. Then they are
faced with the challenge to make creative decisions, all aiming to make the event enjoyable
and successful for all those attending. The Madiba Bay and Border team make an impressive
supportive team.

The team envisages a real day by day extravaganza of events with ample time allocated to
renewing acquaintances, making new Triumph friends, Triumphant members indulging in
those lengthy catch-up karretjie talk chats and sharing experiences....and then incorporating
times to enjoy the picturesque beauty of the seascape, surf, sand, or searching for pansy
shells on a pristine beach and viewing the picturesque lush forest clad mountains. Then there
are of course the normal National programme events to show off those magnificent Triumphs.
All this happens before the grand finale Dinner Dance on the evening of Monday 30 April.



The Programme

The programme as published earlier has been amended to include both a scenic drive to the
historical sites in Plett, as well as an excursion to Knysna to view the tourist sights and visits
to Frost Brothers, Mitchell Breweries, Vintage and Classic car restoration workshops and the
Waterfront...with time to shop until you drop opportunities. Viz.

am pm Evening
Thursday 14:00 -17:30 18:00
26 April Registration Welcome Function
Friday Cleaning 10:00 Free
27 April | Leisure day Late Registration
Saturday | 08:30 Free
28 April | Triumph Concours
Procession
Sunday 8:30 14:00 18:00
29 April Historic sites | Driving Test BGM
in Plett
Monday | 8:30 18:30
30 April Knysna Excursion Prize-Giving
Dinner/Dance
Tuesday | au revior
1 May
REGISTRATION

Heinz Koncki has received registration forms covering all the major TSCC centres. (Except
Bloemfontein and Chris and Sandy in Malawi?). The numbers reflect the inclement economic
climate, with more members booking and securing accommodation and delaying registering
with Heinz. Members are reminded that paid up registration date closes at the end of
December 2011. This date is set to enable the organisers to establish humbers, in order to
secure venues, caterers and other service providers.

Registrations forms are available from Heinz Koncki (h.koncki@gmail.com or Fax
044 873 525 0) or in Sabrina (March 2011) or the local TSCC Chairman. Registration forms
are also available on the www.tsccpe.co.za website.

REGISTRATION FEES and Event Costs

These are payable to: Name: Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa: Bank: First
National Bank, Newton Park;

Account No: 5343 000 9861; Branch Code: 261050

Reference: Your name and Nationals 2012

SPONSORSHIP

No big mega sponsors have to date stepped up to the plate, (other than Axiom Hydraulics).
Negotiations and appeals are continuing. An appeal is hereby directed to all members of the
TSCCSA to assist in an attempt to secure sponsorship of corporative promotional products
and prize hampers. ( Please contact the convener if you can assist.)

ACCOMMODATION

It must be stressed that there is still AMPLE luxury 5 star accommodation available at the
River Club. We would like to centralise accommodation at the River Club ( approx 208 beds)
and members are encouraged to book in groups of two or more couples depending on the
unit..

Vi
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All aspects of accommodation is being handled for your convenience by Mandy Truter at
Robberg Estates (Tel: 044 533 2505 Fax: 044 533 4102) or mandie@plettenbergbay.com .
Once this venue is fully booked Robberg Estates have assured us that they will find alternate
accommodation in the immediate adjacent vicinity.

CONCOURS RULES AND FORMAT

These will appear later in Sabrina in December 2011. The organising Committee in
consultation with the Clerk of the Concours have agreed that although “It is in the spirit of
Nationals that one should drive the Triumph to Nationals,” trailer-ing and A-framing Triumphs
will be permitted, with permission from the Clerk of the Concours. We want you at Nationals
in Plettenberg Bay!

Finally come to Plettenberg Bay and experience an Extravaganza Triumph National Gathering
of a life time....with plenty of time to rest, relax and enjoy the camaraderie, the sight of those
wonderful Triumphs and plenty of Triumph karretjie talk ...and let yourself go !

CM “"BOB” Pretorius ( Chairman-Convener: e-mail: bob.pretorius@gmail.com) and the
Organising 2012 Triumph Nationals Team.

REGIONAL REPORTS

Bloemfontein

Very little to report from a very wet Bloemfontein, all our planned events were rained out. Noggins were
also poorly attended.

Some news though. Barrie le Roux has bought Judy Harris’ TR7 convertible. That makes his stable two
TR7s, one TR6 and a Chicane. He is busy restoring one 7, and the Chicane has been sorted out
mechanically.

The TR6 is stored away for a later date.

I have sorted the mechanicals of my TR7 out now, and have been using it for the past few weeks. All it
needs now is some small dents taken out and a respray.

It has only done 176,000km since new. The fuel consumption in town is between 8 & 9 kilos per litre,
double that of my V12 Jag, so | am saving big time!

Just as well, at the latest price of fuel...

Charles Mitchell is back after a six week visit to his children in Australia.

His son also has a sidescreen (TR2?) in Melbourne which Charles gave him before he went to Oz. He says
it is in excellent condition mechanically and now needs a good paint job. He says there’s no problem
getting parts in Australia.

As usual this is a last minute attempt, and time is running out.
Uncle Eric may not be kept waiting... | must submit this masterpiece of journalism now!

Cheers for now & God bless

Alan
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Border

By the time you read this issue the hype and frenzy of the elections will be over and behind us. Let’s all
hope that this will bring more order and delivery of service to this beautiful part of the planet.

Enough for politics. What of Triumph affairs? All those that turned up enjoyed a fantastic travelling dinner.
Sorry to those who could not make it. You missed a bumper event. The rendezvous was Gonubie point
where drinks and mussel soup prepared by Gavin and Nan was enjoyed. | promise none was taken home.
The journey from there to Ted and Wilna Burden’s home in Beacon Bay was in much anticipation of what
was to come. Many members contributed to the great variety of dishes that turned out to be an incredibly
enjoyable seafood evening which carried on to the early hours spurred on by Ted’s great music.

We finally had our local concours, part of it anyway. On Sunday 17" April we met at Bonza Bay for
champers and orange juice. The weather was somewhat suspect and as some Triumph models melt in the
rain it was decided that whoever wanted to could return their Triumphs to the security of the garage and
attend the occasion in the old plastic. These cars would be judged at the “Wizard on Wheels” show which
we attend every year in June. Hence only “part of the concourse”. After wetting our throats we drove up the
east coast to my home at Glen Stewart where the cars were parked in the garden and prepared for judging.
The judging process did not take long as we did not have a full contingent for reasons explained above. The
TR7 belonging to John Williams, remember this was the most desirable car in the Berg, the TR3A owned by
Nan Turner and Gavin Turner’s TRS were all beautifully turned out and should fare well at prize giving.
This can obviously only take place after the “Wizard” show in June. This event was well supported and a
great time was had by all with some into the night departures. My headache and nausea kept reminding me
of it for the next two days.

The club has settled in to the new Noggin venue at the St Andrews bowling club, which is in the grounds of
the lovely East London Golf club. Very central and well kept grounds with good security. Remember the
first Thursday of the month if you happen to be in East London. Come along and turn a gathering into a
crowd.

Louis Greef’s spitfire is looking great. The engine of Stuart Turner’s TR6 is just about ready to be implanted
and my GT6 is battling along. The time and money that such a project demands is tiring. Gavin Turner’s
TR5 has had a respray and is also enjoying an interior make over. This lovely specimen is going to be even
better.

Nationals coming up so hurry and make that booking if you have not already done so. Although I am not on
the committee | have got my ear close to the ground and | can promise you that Bob Pretorius and his team
are pulling out all the stops.

From us on the Border happy Triumphing and God Bless.

Geoff Kriel
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Cape Town

Late summer and early autumn is generally a busy time for classic cars in the Cape. As mentioned in the last
report, 10 cars made the trek up to George to the Old Car show where they met up with the PE and Border
guys to make an impressive Triumph presence. Getting there wasn’t that easy due to road works on the N2,
even Dennis Cook was being tempted to change his original fuel pump due to a combination of lengthy
delays and temperature making his TR6 difficult to re start! The return via the R62 and Barrydale went
much better. Our intrepid farmer from the Karroo, Gordon Waring, had to call off at the last minute due to a
flash flood just about destroying all his hard work after the worst drought for over a 100 years!
The joys of farming, not for the faint hearted!

The noggin at month end took the form of a “bring and buy” spares sale.

The tone was set by Roger Roebeck who arrived with a whole boot load of spares. Some he sold but also
donated lots of parts to the club fund which Peter Inskip as spares custodian really appreciated. Fanie Kok
came along to give a short talk on a new rust protection system that he is selling, www.ruststop.net and
many members spent time chatting to him afterwards. The braai fires were lit and those who weren’t braaing
could admire Roger’s supercharged Jaguar and Frank Dreher’s Mustang parked outside. Even some passing
traffic cops came for a look!

Old members Clive and Heletia Oosthuizen who still have their TR7, plus Anne — Marie Roussoux whose
husband Eugene was chairman in the early 90’s.

Margaret Young also bought Ricky the Herald along to blow the cobwebs out of the system!

To add further confusion our Chairman and Neil Cameron both arrived on motor cycles as they were off to
the classic motor cycle meeting afterwards.

There was a really great atmosphere and the new format of Saturday morning noggins seems to be working
well at this stage.

Early March saw newcomers Linda and Eddie Hughes organised a run out to Betty’s Bay to the Harold
Porter botanical gardens where we all had breakfast in superb surroundings.

The drive along Clarens Drive from Gordons Bay has to be one of the most beautiful on the planet, the
weather was superb and a great time was had by all. The intrepid duo of Hughes and Dougan continued back
to Franschoek for afternoon tea whilst the Overberg contingent went back via Hermanus to check out Jamie
and Jenny Hart’s new house and garage facilities!

The run was done on a Saturday due to the Argus cycle tour occupying the whole of the peninsular the next
day so many of the stalwarts couldn’t make it which was a great pity as it was a great day.

The next event was the annual British Sports car tour which the club organises and invites all makes of
obviously British sports cars, ranging from Austin Healeys, Morgan’s, Lotus’s (or should that be Loti) to
some great Jaguars.

Everyone met at the Engen services and the route took them via Stellenbosch and over the Hellshoogte pass
to a coffee stop at the Franschoek motor museum.
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This was really appreciated and the guys there went out of their way to lay on a good spread, plus the setting
under the trees made for some super photos from Ronan. The cars then continued over the Franschoek pass,
past Theewaterskloof dam, via the Viljoen’s pass to lunch at the Elgin County club in Grabouw.

There a great buffet lunch was served and over R2200 was raised for the Red Cross Children’s hospital by
having a raffle where each club put in a prize.

The display of parked cars almost didn’t happen as a cricket match had started and only the great negotiating
skills of our chairman caused “cars stopped play”!

The total of 53 cars was a good one, the date at the end of March seems to work much better than the
previous one in November and it really was a great day with everyone really enjoying themselves.

As we were going up the Franschoek pass we met a group of Bentleys coming down the pass, rumour has it
that all the Bentley owners wished they were driving sports cars that day!

Certainly the weather and scenery were absolutely magnificent, but the effects of a long dry summer could
clearly be seen and we wait for the winter rain.

With Easter being very late this year, the next run was a joint run of Triumph motor bikes and cars around
the peninsular. Two of our committee members are very avid classic motor cycle owners, and so the guys
met up at Noordhoek on a sunny morning before going via Misty Cliffs and Scarborough for a photo stop
overlooking Simonstown and the naval base.

Everyone then went past Peter du Sautoy’s house in Simonstown to wave as Peter is largely bed ridden

these days before a lovely run via Millers Point and breakfast at the Cape Farmhouse near Red Hill. This run
seemed to work very well and hopefully will become an annual event.
The April noggin was a really good talk by Cindi Harding and lan Laubscher of Exoticars, they specialise in
finding cars for the various film shoots and TV commercials that take place in Cape Town. They laid to rest
many people’s fears about the use and misuse of cars, and how one should go about getting your car on their
listing site. Bacon rolls and coffee were served and a good morning was had by all.

Frank Dreher organised the May run, a run via Philadelphia and the winelands and Stellenbosch to a lunch at
a restaurant specialising in Indonesian food on the Polkadraai hills overlooking the Klein Zalze area. The
weather was perfect, if a bit foggy to start with, and the starting point at the Epping fire station very different
from our normal ones, the guys went out of their way to be helpful and showed the party all around the
station as well as some pictures of Triumphs and a Dennis fire engine! We will definitely try that one again.
Once the rain arrives, the Cape tends to go into shut down mode for a while. We are going to the Napier
patatfees (sweet potato festival) in June where they have organised a gathering of classics. Some of our
members already belong to the Overberg club to dilute the influence of MG’s, but a jovial time is usually
had by all and the road via Caledon is a really great TR driving road.



We will also be having Roger Roebeck at the May noggin to talk on his TR2 which he maintains in
immaculate condition and has owned for many years.

Roger also owns several other classics so it should be a really good morning’s event, complete with the now
legendary bacon rolls and coffee!

Jamie Hart
JOHANNESBURG
Right now our country is in the throws of wvoting and | hope all goes well.

I hope that whoever is voted in has the acumen to keep our roads in top condition so we can enjoy our
motoring with peace of mind. | have recently damaged two tyres on my Landrover by hitting a deep pothole
obscured by the rain that was falling. In addition to the tyres they had GREAT difficulty to get the wheel
alignment right at their 5th attempt! | remember the obstacles the Eastern Cape members had to go through
on their way to the Nationals last year. | therefore hope people with ability are chosen to look after the
roads.

After a fairly lengthy Valentine's Day run to the Magaliesberg in February, we planned an outing to the
Suikerbosrand Nature Reserve near Heidelburg. So on the morning we woke up to an absolute torrent of rain
as the clouds lay thick overhead. A call to Suikerbosrand brought news of the same thing there. So after
more phone calls we decided to call off the run. After all - it's no fun having a picnic in the rain!

The first Sunday of April, as usual, was Angela’s Picnic at Delta Park. A SAMCA event which all Marque
Clubs attend, this year the Triumph Club officiated and collected all the donations and directed all the cars.
All Triumph members did their bit there, but particular thanks to John Dobbins, Eddie Steele and Dave
Sawyer who took the lead. R 26 000 was collected on the day which was donated by SAMCA to Hospice
Later in April brought us the long-awaited week-end to Kaapsche Hoop in the "Eastern Transvaal".
Organised by the Pretoria Centre (more precisely Bill and Helen Flynn) our centre decided to join them in
celebrating the 30th anniversary of their centre. We were 22 members from Johannesburg, so together with
the Pretoria okes, made up a HUGE crowd and it was really fun! No doubt the Pretoria Centre will report
fully on this so I won't repeat it here. John Roets' TR3A was overheating along the way and had to be towed
in to Kaapsche Hoop with a suspect blown gasket. No problem - Mike Haydon who was departing later in
the day made a few calls and found a new one at Chris Ferreira, so collected it and took it with him. Now
that's club camaraderie! It turned out to be a minor problem - a sticking thermostat. So John was able to
remove it and enjoy the week-end with us. He managed to get back home with no problems at all.

On Saturday morning the clouds lay low with mist everywhere - beautiful weather to explore the mountains.
While some went on a hike to the escarpment, others went to Whiteriver for breakfast and to visit the car
museum there.The former was enjoyable but alas the latter a little disappointing. The Schlumpf it was not,
but I suppose they should be praised for their efforts in doing this in a fairly remote area.
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We were also not aware of the existence of "Adam's Calendar” - our own Stonehenge. This is a monolithic
Stone Calendar dating about 75 000 years old, but may even be as old as 250 000 years (some lee-way!) A
very interesting place to visit but a guide is imperative.

Saturday night started off with the usual drinks and then supper and then more drinks. As the night wore on
so the music grew louder and the dancing and jiving grew to rowdy proportions. The four girls - Tina, Joan,
Coral and Marguerita set the pace to get the evening swinging. Welcome gifts and momento's were
presented to us all which was a good touch. The whole week-end was very enjoyable and our big thanks go
to the Pretoria Centre and to Helen and Bill Flynn for their hard work.

Our noggins' started off well this year but attendance has trailed off for the last two. A bit concerning to us
and will try to add some more spice. The on-coming winter has probably got something to do with it as it
gets dark pretty early now and it does get cold at night. We'll have to overcome these difficulties with added
incentives to attend the noggins'.

John Dobbins has a wonderful idea for giving our club and the Triumph Marque exposure and hopefully
attracting new and younger members to our club. He will manage the re-building of a Triumph Spitfire into
racing condition so that it can be competitive in SAHRA races countrywide. He talks about this elsewhere,
but the Jo'burg Centre supports him with this venture and will do what it can to achieve this. We will give
money from our club funds as this is always needed, and also some members are sure to give some of their
time to help in its rebuild. Also any spares lying around your homes will be most welcome. e challenge other
centres to do the same.

Until next time - Triumphant Motoring.

Gino - Johannesburg Centre

KZN

Greetings.

I wonder if any research is being undertaken on ‘Global Acceleration’ or time reduction ?.The year is
passing faster than a Triumph in overdrive.

I am sure a number of members have purchased Triumph based DVD’s from John Clancy in the UK. After
receiving the TR series from him, he and | have exchanged some e mails.

His next mission will be the ‘Big Saloons’ featuring the 2000/2500/Chicanes etc.

He has asked if | can gather data/pictures/member stories and any relevant or interesting details.

My Chicane is a1974 Willow Green beauty which I purchased from Mervyn and Marie Cronje in January
2010. Naturally, the only reason I bought it was so that my Granddaughters could accompany Rosemary and
I on club outings.

No passenger space in our TR3. (Secretly Rosemary also agrees that one Triumph is not enough).
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So, I am compiling a DVD with relevant photographs, video footage and a storyline about Myrtle, as my
Granddaughters have christened her.

John needs the info by August this year so if anyone else wants a chance of their big saloon being featured
in that series please contact me: (0837770718)

Recent outings included a run to the Midlands in March which ended with some members being caught in a
hailstorm on the N3 and having to shelter under a bridge until the storm passed.

The weather again turned ’English’ during the April run to Hibberdene with torrential rain testing every
cars weather- proofing and all the cars ran perfectly under trying conditions.

Cars in the Park: Pietermaritzburg: Sunday 15" May.

A perfect autumn day with 25 Triumphs in attendance, including Dave Van Der Westhuizen’s TR6 rolling
chassis. Restoration was the theme for this year’s event and this is going to be a very special TR6.
One Spitfire suffered a cracked distributor cap and ' v
Chairman Dave Blair rushed to the rescue and nursed the ]
car to Pietermaritzburg where a permanent repair was
made.

It was great to have a contingent of enthusiasts from
Gauteng with their immaculate but well travelled
Triumphs. | am sure their drive down to PMB was not a
gentle meander. There must be some interesting
anecdotes?

A highlight of Cars in the Park day is the drive to and

l‘ . ¢ »{{.
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from Durban. Driving up Key Ridge | was in the company of 3 Ford GT 40 replicas, a hot-rod Ford F 250
Bakkie and a Lotus Espirit. | cannot imagine this happening anywhere else in the world.

What a way to end a satisfying day!
Keep the revs up.

Darryl Hurter.

PORT ELIZABETH

SOMEDAY in the distant future,...imagine the scene..... as the TSCC manne gather around the glowing
embers of the noggin braai fires, on the first Monday of the month, at the EPVCC, ...the manne are still
exchanging karretjie talk, sipping frosties and they may reminisce on the early days of the Triumphs in
Madiba Bay .....( “Those were the days “pipes an old timer)...... and on that day, long ago, .....on the 16"
April 2011, the Club celebrated it’s 30" Anniversary. What did they do? It was an outing, through the
exciting curves and bends and hill climbs of the Eastern Cape’s Valley of a Thousand Hills, near Loerie, on
the way to the Hankey Hotel, ...and then they ended with a grand finale of celebrations at the Hunters
Retreat Hotel lapa on the old Cape Road. This was the same venue, where the inaugural meeting of the club
was convened in 1981....s0 the story goes.....

GETTING UNDER STARTERS ORDERS...AT HUNTER’S RETREAT...and the DRIVE

It was only fitting that the 30" Anniversary Celebrations should start at the Hunters Retreat Hotel. This was
the venue of the inaugural meeting of only the then TR2 and TR2 owners in April 1981. It was only later
that the TSCC was opened to other cars bearing the Triumph marque.

N E
FUNGTIONS
SUNDAY LUNCH

el 84ty
TEL, 041 360 124¢
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It was great to once again meet up with stalwart Brian
Brown, who once was renowned for scribing some
humorous and memorable articles for Sabrina.

It became part of the local Triumph folklore, that if one
wanted to find Brian, one drove passed all the local
waterholes in search of his red TR2...and he was sure to
be ensconced inside.

Also in the crowd was Robin Dunstan, an Honorary Life
President of the local MG Club, who shared much
enthusiasm for Triumphs with his late father in 1956...and still enjoys the unearthly roar emanating from the
rear of a well tuned Triumph.

Annette Smit and Frikkie Viljoen, marked this special occasion by displaying the results of
their baking skills. Annette baked and a superbly iced a cake displaying the inter- natlonal
Triumph Logo, while Frikkie created a TR2 modelled in flour and dough, with g X
blue icing and red upholstery. (Both creations looked and were good enough to
{ eat!l...Thank you to both of you !).

~ While the crowds grew in size and the karretjie talk conversations increase in
content and volume, excitement also grew in a keen sense of anticipation of what was to
follow.

More member

As the drivers and co — drivers eventually dispersed to their Triumphs and the heavens opened, to mark this
historic occasion, with the welcome wet stuff, ( i.e. rain), that had been absent for 2 years. (It was manna
from the clouds...and welcomed by all). On being dismissed the drivers and passengers scrambled to their
Triumphs to erect hoods and search for those hidden wet-proof anoraks.

WHILE Frikkie was still getting the Safety Car Merc into position to lead the pack, a MGB , with
o top down, sped off. Later when confronted for an explanation for this dramatic le Mans start
\% Robin Dunstan, explained the old folklore theory of driving a hoodless car in the rain. In a
\\\\ hoodless MG , if one drives fast enough the raindrops go over the top and the driver and
passenger don’t get wet ! (This is apparently also true for a topless Triumph, as Brian Brown
later confirmed, passing Ole Yella).

En route a deluge of the wet stuff persisted and the seldom used hoods leaked, saturating some Triumph
occupants, as they travelled westward along the N2 and R332. It appears that some wipers failed
completely, forcing one TR4 to retire and return to it’s garage in PE. (i.e Leon van Loggenberg)...and then
Leon’s substitute MGB GT also refused to participate in the ( Triumph ) run. Only the wise ones in the

plastics, equipped with modern mod-cons, enjoyed a dry ride.
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Fortunately on approaching the Hankey the rain changed to a subtle intermittent drizzle and the country side,
almost instantly, turned a lush green emitting a fresh Eastern Cape bush fragrance, in showing its
appreciation to the overcast heavens and the refreshing rain.

One enthused Triumph driver, The Scribe, was forced into a navigation error, but he justified his error by
stating that he was so impressed with the performance of his Old Yella Spittie, chirping like a canary
through the passes, and the beautiful tranquil scenery, that he made this navigation error, and continued
right through Hankey’s and landed at the Ripple Hotel in nearby rural village of Patensie beside the
picturesque Gamtoos River Valley. He was nevertheless appreciative of Vodacom reception and a call to
Deon informing him that his and Dorita’s presence
was required 20 kms further back.

Back at the Hankey Hotel, in a narrow Jacaranda
lined avenue, (which in summer would put the
{ Jacaranda City of Tshawne to shame), the Triumphs
parked under the dripping jacaranda’s and the
crowds were welcomed in the pub by the Jeffrey’s
Bay Triumph contingent, head by Old man- Keith
Marsh and new club members — Johan Marais

and Johny and assie Viljoen

This quaint watering hole, in the quiet village of Hankey, is renowned for its Sunday Lunches and also as
the gathering place of the local farming community, which specializes in the citrus, tobacco and trucking.
Here karretjie talk, accompanied by an ample supply of refreshments soon added to the ambience to a the
social scene, reminiscent of a Triumph Clan gathering.

THE AFTERNOON ENTERTAINMENT IN HANKEY VILLAGE

After a finger lunch, interested drivers were invited to show their driving skills, in front of the Hotel, the
narrow Jacaranda lined avenue, which was blocked off at both ends by officials of the local Traffic
Department. This event was disrupted by intermittent drizzle and spectators frequently had to find shelter .
...some under the dripping jacaranda trees. (Where locals say it rains twice).




Under orders of Frikkie, the Clerk of the Course, the drivers took note of the narrow driving test course.
Many still wonder if Frikkie, who was once very familiar with the wide turning circle of his TR6, expected
the present day drivers to make the U-turn at the end of the bollard strewn zig-zag straight to return to the
starting garage. Nevertheless in was all part of a fun-filled afternoon in Hankey.

The antics of drivers and Triumphs struggling with the course was much appreciated by the spectators and
the crowd of locals, alike.

The final results as adjudicated by the judges, according to the DucksWORTH —-NOTHING-Lewis —
something or other rules, because of intermittent showers, declared Heinz, driver of the day.

THE TRIP BACK TO HUNTERS RETREAT

The homeward trip to Hunters retreat for the Grand Finale Spit Braai was not as wet as the outward journey,
although windscreen wipers were still frequently put into action and waterproofs and anoraks were the order
of the day. As a deterrent for the leaking soft tops and excessive spray from passing TR4’s and heavy
trucks. No one complained ....all were just grateful and spirits were not dampened, although seats were, and
Triumph occupants definitely were. All were just thankful that their water tanks and pools at home, and
maybe, the major reservoirs and dams were filling with the much needed water required over the Easter
Weekend.

THE GRAND FINALE AT HUNTER’S RETREAT FUNCTIONS ROOM

The drenched Triumph owners and spouses soon spruced up on arrival at the Hunters Retreat lapa and
gathered in the cosy comforts of the refreshment counter to enjoy a thirst quenching welcome refreshments.
Johnny ”Santana” Viljoen, entertained and soothed all into party mood with hits from the 1950°s and the
60’s. When the Open Bar was declared the festivities made a gear shift to overdrive as member mingled and
socialized in an atmosphere fragranced with the aroma of the lamb spitbraai--braaing.

The Music Man ...
AKka “Santana”
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Frikkie, Convenor of the 30" Anniversary, welcomed the Guest of Honour, Prof Roux van der Merwe
and members. Roux, now retired from UPE, was one of the founding members of the TSCC-PE in 1981.
Roux then shared some of his fond memories of his Triumph and the Triumph Club during the Club’s origin
and formative years. These memories were much appreciated by the fellow founder members present,
namely Rob Elliott, Carl Butlion, Jon Rademan and Robin Dunstan.

CELEBRITIES OF THE DAY

The NOW and THEN Chairman The
ORIGINAL Founders pose 4 a Pix !

Deon and Roux
And

Jon, Rob , Roux
and Carl

The Spit Braai meal was served and enjoyed by all. The finale item on
the menu proved to be a hit, namely the delicious Anniversary sponge
cake donated by Annette and Frikkie.

Winning prizes in the Lucky draw smiling all
the way to 2-Nites in Protea Hotel: Knysna
Jon and Janet Rademan
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To end proceedings, Chairman Deon thanked Roux and
Robin for their contributions to the evening and presented both
him and Robin, with a cloth badge commemorating the 30th
Anniversary. This logo was designed and produced by Mike
and Lorinda Koch.

It was a long, full, fun filled day, with a great variety of events
to catering for all interests and tastes, with members sharing
the camaraderie with fellow Triumph members.... when their
cars bring them together....and plenty of Karretjie Talk.

Pretoria

Pretoria Sports Car Club’s 30th at Kaapschehoop. WHAT A GREAT WEEK-END AWAY.

| feel very privileged to be associated with such a great bunch of like
minded people.

The attitude of everyone that was there, the surroundings of the mostly
misty

mountains, the lovely guest house used as “base camp”, the warm
welcome of our

hosts Neels & Ria Bothma of Kaapschehoop Gastehuis, the village of
Kaapschehoop

itself, with the quaint homes and shops, the wild horses that stroll freely
§ around in the

B village and of course the presence of our Triumph Sports Cars parked all
% over the

~ place................ the whole week-end just worked!

A week-end away with our Triumphs is always good, but this one to

Kaapschehoop for

Pretoria Club’s 30th, was very special. We were taken down memory lane at the Friday
evening welcome dinner. True to his professional form Nols Pienaar had prepared some
very interesting notes as to the very humble beginnings of our Pretoria club. (R7.50 to
become a member.) Nols had kept the original minutes of the first meeting held in
Pretoria on the 14th January 1981, and as he took us through those minutes , one could
hear a pin drop, as every one was listening with rapt attention, then bursting into
emotional laughter. No less than seven of the original founding members were present.
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30 years on, with Alan Grant still as the President. ( The full article of the first meeting appears on the next
few pages.)

Memorable this certainly was, and | could hear the emotional quiver in the voices of

those seven, as they were called upon to share their thoughts of that first meeting, and

yes | even saw a little tear develop in the eye of Alan Grant, which he very subtly wiped

away.

Our “Triumphs in the Mist” will surley be remembered by those 40 members who

participated with us, in Kaapschehoop, for a long time to come.

SPARES

Please take note of Rene de Villiers ne Spares E-Mail
triumphclubspares@telkomsa.net
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From the bookshelf.

Let’s start with April’s “Thoroughbred & ClassicCars”

There is a full colour road test of Triumph Fury to which 5 full pages are devoted . It is in excellent
condition having been restored by its previous owner John Ward it now resides in the Classic Film &
Promotional Cars collection.

It is perhaps summed up in the final paragraph. “Perhaps Michelotti’s design was ahead of its time & instead
of being the great sales asset it should have been, the Fury went into the history books as the car that never
was — but most certainly should have been”.

Not to be out done April’s “Classic & Sports Car’ has a 6 page full colour shoot out between TVR Chimera
3,950cc V8 produced between 1992 & 2003, A 2,660cc straight 6 Healey 100M produced between 1955 &
1966 and 2,498cc

150BHP TR6 from somewhere between 1968 & 1976.

Again let the final paragraph tell the tale.

“My fondness for early Healeys & Wheeler TVR’s has grown, but I was expecting that. What [ wasn’t
anticipating was to fall head over heals for an out dated car with looks that only a mother could love. The
TR6 isn’t as sharp as the Healey nor is it as loud or dynamically accomplished as the TVR, but this oft
overlooked TR is a beguiling blend of both. It’s enough to put hairs on your chest.”

What you see may not be what you get

Before starting on the Spitfire, in this issue, it may make sense to recap previous cars covered in this series.
We started with the TR2/3A/3B & Swallow Doretti in the September 2008 Sabrina.

TR4,4A & 4B December 2008

TR 250 & TR5 March 2009
TR6 June 2009

TR7 September 2009
TRS8 December 2009
Stag March 2010
Stag Engine June 2010

Standard Vanguard September 2010

TR7 Spider December 2010
Local Sidescreen Specs March 2011.

Now I must admit , before doing some research, as being totally ignorant where Spitfires were concerned.
It would appear that where Concours d”Etat Judges are concerned they are a minefield of minor changes
even within models.

One mystery still eludes me , why was the first model Spitfire called the Spitfire 4, which was carried over
to the MK2?

Maybe Jaco can enlighten me, so lets begin.
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ifire 4

It was unveiled at the 1962 Earls Court Motor Show & was declared to be an “outstanding new Sports Car”
selling for £530. In the first 5 days of its launch Triumph had received orders for £6M outselling MG’s
Sprite & Midget. Launched in the USA ££in 1963 this sales success continued. Over the 2 years of its
production a total of 45,573 were sold between October 1962 & December 1964.

Commission numbers start with FC1 & end at FC 45,573. It was available with the following paint & trim
combinations :-

Oct 63

Spa White Red, black or blue.
Black Red , black or blue
Lichfield Green Red or black
Powder Blue Black or blue

Signal Red Red or Black
Phantom Grey Red

Pale Yellow Black

June 63

White Red or black

Black Red

Wedgewood Blue Midnight blue

Conifer Green Black

Jonquil Yellow Black

Signal Red Black

August 64

Jonquil Yellow dropped

October 64

Royal Blue added Black or Midnight Blue

On early cars the windscreen seal trim was 2 pieces of polished stainless steel but was later replaced with
cheaper bright plastic.

XXii



The original wipers were similar to the Herald but a new wiper motor at about

FC 20,029 changed the wipers.

Only the drivers door had a lock.
After FC2,640 the early badge fixings of metal springs were changed to plastic friction bushes.

Because of poor sealing the attachment of the rear quarter bumpers was changed after FC 14,196 by
replacing the upper mounting bracket with a bolt & tubular spacer.

If you car does not posses a shipping tie down eye then it is a early one.

The rear decks of cars after December 63 had two holes & captive nuts. These were for fastening for the
optional hard top that was to be introduced in early 64.

The B Post capping was shortened after FC5,463 since it fowled the hood. However it was widened after
FC 18,814 in order to fill the the resulting gap.

The engine was an uprated version of that of the Herald 1200 & produced 63BHP at 5,750RPM compared to
the Heralds 41BHP at 4,600.

This was achieved by use of twin HS2 SU’s, 9.01 Compression ratio, increased cam shaft lift & larger inlet
& exhaust valves.
At FC30,192 the con rod material was improved fro 40t steel to 45t & the tab washers beneath the big end
bolts were replaced
With self locking place bolts. Similar bolts had replaced the tab washer bolts on the fly wheel at FC 26,061.
From FC 2,499 solid skirt pistons replaced the troublesome split-skirt pistons.
After FC 40,531 the wire gauze air filters were replaced with exposed AC paper filters.
A new radiator was fitted at FC 39,925 as a result of over cooling. This had no header tank & only one top
hose connection instead of the original two.

Positive earth was used original with turret type battery terminals.
A unique feature of early cars was the metal pipe which allowed rain water to drain from the heater airbox.
After FC 5,964 this was replaced by a rubber flap.

In order to prevent road debris being thrown over the engine only after FC 20,753 did side engine valences
being introduced.

Inside the car simplicity ruled with all surfaces being painted in body colour, the centre dash & dash top
were granted luxury in the form of grained black vinyl.

Even the floor was only covered in grey rubber mats. These became black after FC 15,089.

The rear view mirror was changed afterFC16,570 which had a short chrome stem & was fastened to the
windscreen frame.

Having been originally designed with Drum brakes the operating system was compromised to use discs.
Since the system was not ideal after FC15,576 a new assembly was fitted together with improved calipers.
At FC 37,878 an improved front trunnion seal arrangement was introduced.

I wonder how many of you have scratched your head over this one?

For some reason between FC 3,214 & FC39,528 the front coil springs delivered to Triumph were the correct
spring rate but were too short. To correct the ride height a 10mm packing piece was fitted in the spring seat.
These short springs were coloured light blue & the correct ones marked green.
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At FC 17,136 the clutch coil spring diameter was increased from 6.25inches to 6.5 inches.
In August 63 the drain plug was deleted from the diff.

Spitfire 4 MK 2

o 3 ~ € i : o
Produced between December 64 & January 67 the MK2 was a more refined model than its predecessor with
fitted carpets & interior metal work covered with black leather cloth vinyl.

Commission numbers start with FC 50,001 & end at FC 88,904. For some reason these numbers do not
match with the quoted cars produced of 37,409. It was available with the following paint & trim
combinations :-

DECEMBER 64

White Black or Red

Black Red

Wedgewood Blue Midnight Blue

Conifer Green Black

Signal Red Black

Royal Blue Black or Midnight Blue
October 65

Black discontinued.

A new extruded Aluminium grille which was brightened & anodized was fitted at the front.

After FC56,578 the original door handles were replaced with a push button. Both doors were provided with
a separate door lock.
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The original wheels were retained but after FC 56,031 their circumferential slots were narrowed.

The commission plate now includes paint codes.

Engine power was increased to 67BHP at 6,000RPM by virtue of a new camshatft..

In May 65 after FC61,023 to allow for the fitting of camshaft bearings the block e

Was bored out. This coincided with the fitting of larger diameter valve tappets.

A new head casting was introduced in May 65 at FC60,350. This incorporated internal webs & did away
with the separate water delivery tube.

In the interests of standardisation from FC71,117 in October 65 the con rods were changed & were now
identical to those used on the new Triumph 1300FWD saloon.

Following problems with the crankshaft rear oil seal the oil return thread was removed from its end. This
change occurred in January 66 at FC 79,642 and at

FC 82,247 the wire gauze strainer was removed from the sump & a simpler strainer on the oil pump pick
was used.

Under the bonnet were several changes such as:-

Oil filler cap not used for crank case ventilation & was stamped with names of recommended oils.

A black painted air filter box with the fuel pipe routed along its outside and air entering from the bottom was

fitted.

The heater return pipe now utilized a T piece to cater for the return hose & the hose from the heated inlet
manifold.

An Aluminium radiator fan requiring no balance weights.

At FC 68,072 a new water pump housing with a second boss for the temperature sender unit.

At FC55,198 the battery clamp was changed to a profiled one.

Inside the car there were also several detail changes.

The rev counter now had an orange band from 6,000RPM & was redlined at 6,500.

A continuous scale was used on the temperature gauge to gether with a red hot area.

The choke cable knob was moulded to the cable with a separate chrome bezel threaded to the outer cable.

At FC 56,578 the door cards included a carpet kick pad & for the passenger the door handle became the
internal door lock, activated by pushing it foreward.

Anti burst door catches appeared after FC 55,578 together with a change to the striker plate.

Screws were replaced by clips at FC 63,500 to retain the door check seal
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Spitfire MK 3

March 1967 saw the launch of the MK3, notice how the 4 has disappeared. Under the bonnet was the

Triumph 1300cc engine with an eight port head & 75 BHP.
Commission numbers start with FD 1 & end at FD 92,803, once again the bean counters delight in confusion

since when production ended in December 70 some 65,320 cars had been produced.

It was available with the following paint & trim combinations :-

February 67
White
Wedgewood Blue
Conifer Green
Signal Red

Royal Blue
September 68.
White
Wedgewood Blue
Conifer Green
Royal Blue
Signal Red
Valencia Blue
Jasmine Yellow
Damson Red
September 69
White
Wedgewood Blue
Laurel Green
Royal Blue
Signal Red

Black or Red
Midnight Blue
Black
Black
Black or Midnight Blue

Black, tan or Matador Red
Black or Shadow Blue
Black or Matador Red
Black or Shadow Blue
Black or tan
Black or Tan
Black or Tan
Black or Tan

Black, Tan or Matador Red
Black or Shadow Blue
Black or Matador Red
Black or Shadow Blue
Black or Tan
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Valencia Blue Black or Tan

Jasmine Yellow Black or Tan
Damson Red Black or Tan
Sienna Brown Black or Tan

May 1970

Saffron Yellow replaced Jasmine Yellow.

Amazingly the MK3 looks completely different from the 2 preceding models achieved by simply raising the
front bumper to what had been mid grill. At the rear the bumper height was also raised & the overriders
done away with.

These changes resulted in other detail changes but beware at FD75,000 an “improvement package “
introduced several detail changes.

The front indicator & sidelight are combined & placed under the front bumper. This required a new light
panel in the bonnet which came in at FD 7,031 from FD1 until FD 7,031 the MK2 bonnet was used with a
specially produced aluminium plinth for mounting the light. Commission number plates now made reference
to BLMC.

At last to prevent rain water being blown back a gutter was added to the sides of the windscreen. At
FD30,784 the dash top panel was changed resulting in the windscreen wipers moving further apart. The left
hand wiper was now outboard of the bonnet grille & washer jet.

The hood & frame were now a single assembly at FD 29,587 the underside of the hood changed from beige
to black.

At FD 13,980 the hood to windscreen catch was changed from the Herald overcentre type to a simple lever
type.

At FD 29,587 the hood frame was painted black & not Beige.

A hood bag, cover was standard.

At the rear in addition to raising the quarter bumpers, removing the overriders & the Spitfire 4 badge there
were several detail changes. A pair of reversing lights became standard with glass lenses compared with the
plastic lenses of the now larger indicator lenses. These were mounted on a profiled rubber pad.

Even the exhaust was not missed becoming 15/8 inch bore & exiting on the RHS.

We now get to the “Improvement Package” at FD 75,000.

The aluminium grille was painted black, there was no Triumph lettering on the bonnet only a Spitfire name
plate badge. At FD80,521 a cheaper plastic grille was used.

The Windscreen panel was also painted black.

The Triumph letters were also removed at the rear & a Triumph name plate badge on the right hand side of
the boot lid..

On each rear wing was affixed an identical Spitfire badge as on the bonnet.

The reversing & number plate lights were incorporated in to one unit.

The hood now utilized a zip out rear window and finally wider rimmed 13x4.5J type steel wheels became
standard.

A rarity to look out for are the completely different stop light lens used after

FD 81,056 these extremely rare lenses have the

Lucas Number LS 47 & SAE ST 69.

Compared to the usual lens’s LS 72 & SAE STS 62.
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Now lets go under the bonnet.
Perfect Circle scraper piston rings introduced after FD 2,789 & revised front sealing block after FD 38,089.
For some strange reason the engine valences became special order after FD16,351.

Originally painted gold/bronze the rocker cover became silver after FD75,000.

The black air filter box was replaced with a silver one having air inlets at the top after FD75,000.

The MK 3 had a narrower 16in radiator which at FD 48,653 was replaced with a newer one was fitted which
operated at 13Ib/in2 instead of 71b/in2.

The Dynamo gained a larger diameter cooling fan at FD 21.967.

Inside the car there were no major changes, perhaps the most noticable was the use of a new 15in wire
spoked steering wheel similar to that of the TRA4.

This wheel was replaced at FD75,000 with one similar to that used on the GT6.

On the dashboard the ignition & master light switch were transposed, the speedo read to 120MPH & at
FD6,049 the ignition key barrel changed from single to double entry.

Plastic non handed indicator cowls were used allowing for shorter & less cranked indicator stalks.

The gear lever knob now had the gear positions engraved on it.

At FD 24,043 a new stronger anti burst door lock was fitted.

Strangely at FD16,482 the fly off hand brake was replaced by a normal ratchet type.

Thanks are due to works by John Thompson, Bill Piggott & Autocar.

I am glad that | am not a d’Etat judge on Spitfires with so many detailed changes and seemingly small
items at that.

In September I’ll continue, if only for my education, with the MKIV &1500.

Eric Fletcher

TRIUMPH CLUB YOUTH PROJECT

At the last Nationals in the Natal Drakensberg it was very obvious that we are becoming a club of grey
haired (when there is hair!) old farts and something needs to be done to attract younger people into the club.
The Triumph Club in South Africa in most part grew from a group of young men and women in their late
20’s and early 30’s who participated in motor sport with their Triumphs- but that was 30 plus years ago so
simple sums tells you those young people are now young 50-60 year olds.
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My visits to the various classic car events, such as the Historic race meetings at Swartkops and Kyalami and
the various classic car shows such as Cars in the Park , Angela’s Picnic and the George Motor Show,
suggests that there are a lot of younger people out there interested in classic and vintage cars and many
would like to race them.

Koos Conradie and | travelled by road from Gauteng to George for the motor show so had plenty of time to
solve the problems of the world and one that came up was regarding the increasing average age of our
members. Dare I say it but the MG Car Club has put together a very successful racing program with MGB’s
for younger persons so we said why can the Triumph Club not do a similar thing?

Speaking to Gerhard Vorster at the George motor show on the idea of getting a racing project together drew
a very positive response as can be seen from the last Chairman’s Chat in Sabrina. Back in Gauteng | now
had to put my money where my mouth was so started to put the word out we were looking for a suitable
Triumph to race.

Being in the game of restoring classic cars helps as soon we had two cars lined up —a TR7 V8 and a
Spitfire chassis and body. The TR7 was complete and just needs finishing off but unfortunately requires the
price of R45000 to be paid whereas the Spitfire is free! Also in amongst my accumulated bits and pieces |
have a 1247cc engine in need of rebuilding, two gearboxes, a bonnet , diff and radiator so that seemed to be
the route to take. Discussions with Alan Grant and Gerhard confirmed it was a good idea so the project was
initiated so we now have a chassis with front suspension and most of the back suspension two body tubs,
doors, boot lid (somewhat rusted), the windscreen and another bonnet.

From this you will gather there is quite a lot missing so this is an appeal to members to help out where they
can either with Spitfire parts or donations so we can purchase what is necessary. If for example each
member donated R100 we would be well on our way to having a suitable car for racing.

Any sponsorship is welcome and suitable advertising will be placed on the car.

If there is any member who has a Triumph car (ideally Spitfire) that is still registered and licensed and
would like to donate it to this project it would be very helpful as this Spitfire has no papers (so even just the
commission plate and papers would be good if the car is a write off) and we need to have a road registered
car to race in Marque Cars which is intended to be our starting off point.

The Spitfire itself is a MK2 and the list of missing bits is almost endless but not something we cannot
overcome. The main items that come to mind include prop shaft, rear drive shaft yokes, rear drums and
brake mechanism, front discs and callipers, steering column, instruments, gearbox tunnel, seats (racing ones
would be ideal), a roll cage, side windows and mechanism, door lock catches complete.

I have inner and outer handles, wiring harness, front and rear lights, inlet manifold and carbs, master
cylinders and so the list carries on so if you have anything you feel could be useful please contact me on
082 508 0910 or 0116792954 at home or on email at dobbins@iafrica.com. Also any help with building the
car is most welcome as my plan is to co-ordinate the project involving as many willing hands as possible.
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A suggestion is that each of the centres tackles one aspect of the car for example one would rebuild the
engine , another the gearbox and another the diff etc — any volunteers?
Please direct any donations or sponsorship to the National Committee via your Centre and see if your Centre
can do the most towards this project as it is for the Triumph Sports Car Club of SA and the car will be
available to be raced anywhere by suitable young members as decided by the Club.
The panel beater who does most of my work has agreed to repair and spray the car as long as he can be one
of the drivers and advertise his business which seems fair as he will join the Club and is in his mid 30’s and
keen on classic cars.
We therefore will soon have to decide on a colour?
For those of you who do not know it but Alan Grant used to race a Spitfire in Historic Racing and one year
loaned it to Roger Pearce (of MG fame) as his MG was not available and Roger won the championship in
the Spitfire!
I hope you all see this as a good opportunity to get a bit more exposure for us and hopefully attract some
more young members.

1. Regards John Dobbins

To assist with this venture & to aid other budding Spitfire competitors,
future Sabrina’s will feature a serialised version of

“ Triumph Spitfire Competition Preparation” .

This is taken from a 1967 British Leyland publication and written by
R W Kastner the BL Competions Manager.

The booklet has been provided by John Dobbins .

FOR SALE.

A 1956 TR3 with Hard Top, Soft Top, Tonneau and Overdrive .

Engine No TS13786

Chassis No TS13088

Registered, Licensed & SAVVA dated.

Price R145,000 ono.

Contact John Orren in Wthank (Mpumulanga) on 072 138 8261 or jjorren@lantic.net.

mouth watering “goodies “ available in the UK.
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From the TR Shop London , WWW.TRSHOP.CO.UK

1. Wire Wheel sets complete (4 wheels) for TR2 through 4,6, Spitfires & Stags but not TR7’s
Prices range from £610 to £995 per set.

2. Brand new SU’s (pair with linkage) for TR250,TR6, TR2 & TR4a.
Prices range from £470 to £750.

3. TR2-3A Steering Rack conversion Kit
Price £385.

From the TR Register Shop. SHOP@TR-Register.CO.Uk

Luggage sets individually tailored for the car consisting of two bags shaped to fit the contours of the boot &
available in a variety of colours.

For TR2/3/3A/4/4A/5/250/6 & 8.

Prices range from £279 to £292.

GEORGE OLD CAR MOTOR SHOW
By Beyers Vermaak

The show took place on 12-13 February at the usual PW Botha College venue with the theme being “Fins
and Fashion.” It was expected of us to wear period dress relating to our cars as there were big prizes to be
won but Triumphants are not really into this kind of a thing! At least there were some lovely period dressed-
up ladies for the eye and being a hot day, some other “nice” ones as well, ask Deon! Fins there were a
plenty, so check out the photos on our website! Hopefully Bob will incorporate some photos in this issue.
What a show it was again with nearly 1000 classic/vintage cars, bakkies and tractors, bikes and street
rods but this time round with a record breaking 23 Triumphs of which 22 were on display at the
Triumph stand! We nearly had the full range; Spitfires, TR2/3’s, TR4’s, TR6’s, TR7/8’s, Chicanes and an
immaculate Vitesse of the now new members Danie and Anette Smit, thanks to Deon’s persistent “sales”
talk!

Deon in his Spitfire Mk2, Jon in his TR7 Spider, Jon’s friend, John in his MGB Roadster and Mile and I in
the MGB GT left in convoy to George at 11:00. Sadly my TR3A didn’t make the deadline as it was still with
the upholsterer. We were joined by Dave Lugg and Derek Rudd, all the way from KZN, in a beautiful
blackTR3A and looking like hi-jackers in their black balaclavas!
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We were also joined by Rob in his TR7 and Carl in his Spitfire 1500 at the Seaview N2 on-ramp. Deon led
the pack and kept the speed at a comfortable 100 Km/h. We had several “leg-stretching” stops and stopped
for brunch at the Storms River Bridge.

We then proceeded to Knysna via the scenic route of Nature’s Valley. In Knysna we visited Frost Brothers
and could not resist a pint or two at Mitchell’s Brewery whilst Jon was attending to a loose wheel bearing on
his Spider! Once again there were a variety of beautiful cars at Frost Brothers. A few Triumphs also for sale,
silver 1957 TR3A advertised for R155000 but will accept R125000, fitted with Minilites but no soft top or
frame and needs some work. A red 1958 TR3 in immaculate, original condition with steel wheels, going for
R160000. A 1961 TR4 Surrey Top which needs a bit of work, (The ex dr John Irland’s car) going for
R150000.We then proceeded to George with Jon complaining of power loss, especially on up-hills and noise
from the brakes of the Spider. The brakes were fixed in George but the Spider just made it back from
George after the show and has a blown head gasket, what a tough engine! That evening we all did our own
thing as Deon and Jon were invited to a VIP function at the Protea Hotel.

Next morning at the show, we met up with the CPT members, sporting 11 Triumphs! Heinz and Paula
joined us as well in the TR6. Heinz being our organiser quickly sorted our stand out and thankfully
including a gazebo as it was a sweltering