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 Editorial 
Well, here we are in 2011, It seems odd to say Happy New Year with a quarter of the year gone already. So 

as not to be accused of being miserable I trust you all had a superb Christmas & not too an inebriated New 

Year.  

 

I must say that while I have always believed that only the Scots know how to celebrate the New Year I 

believe that this year they went totally over the top. 

 With all the austerity measures being applied to the UK, how on earth they justified sending all that money 

up in smoke with 4 days of firework displays, beats me. 

I hope that you all enjoyed the bumper December edition of Sabrina & that the Christmas Quiz did not result 

in accelerated balding. 

 

You are probably wondering about the front cover. Yes it is a Spitfire but not a Triumph. 

To discover it’s meaning you had better go to page 34. 

 

Here I must repeat my plea for your articles, without them Sabrina will be poorer. 

I know that Pretoria & PE award points to the person whose articles are published in Sabrina. Maybe that is 

something that all Centres should apply. Please give it some thought and let’s be having your submissions. 

In the same vein the outside rear cover of this edition features KZN, but I still have not received anything 

from Johannesburg, Bloemfontein or Border. Please guys & dolls. 

Dennis Cook has done a superb article on South African Triumph specifications, which should put the cat 

amongst the pigeons. It reminded me of the time that Geoff Mortimer & I visited Blackheath to pick out the 

Marina  body that would be used for the Rover V8 engined Works Rally car.  

We spent all morning inspecting bare body shells on the assembly line paying particular attention to the Tig 

welding. At last we pointed out to the works manager our choice. Imagine our surprise when he asked us if 

we were happy for a Rally car to have a vinyl roof top.  

Obviously our answer was an emphatic no!  

He then pointed to a chalk mark on the roof panel denoting that the panel was sub standard & hence would 

get covered in vinyl. I 

f you remember in the early 70’s Vinyl roofs were a desirable optional extra, with an associated premium! 

 

My apologies for the erratic centering of certain pages. This is what happens when there are several 

preformatted items that I am unable to edit. 

 

Lastly a big thank you to the Caapies who hosted me to the Killarny circuit’s 50th anniversary bash & to 

Dennis Cook in particular who acted as my chauffeur. 

Ed 
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Chairman’s Chat 
 

One of the highlights of the New Year is always the Classic car racing that is held late January at Swartkops 

Raceway and the following weekend at Killarney in the Western Cape.  Both these races are very well 

attended and the organisers have also arranged that the Classic car clubs put their cars on display for the 

public to enjoy.  From the comments made at Killarney this year was that the classic car racing are amongst 

the most popular formula and that it is growing every year. Anyone that follows it will support this 

statement and it is absolutely a feast to see cars that are older than thirty years race around the track at 

breakneck speed.  It brings back so many memories of yester year as most of us grew up with these cars and 

our parents drove them too.  

In Cape Town we had no Triumphs in any of the races, which is a real pity as I believe that we have the best 

and most enjoyable sports cars out there.  Mike Napoli tried his utmost to get his replica Spitfire Macau race 

ready, but the car had some overheating problems and did not make the starting grid. We have a number of 

TR owners that race in cars other than Triumphs.  Lots of comments were made to me from various people 

that it would be great to see a Triumph on the track.  

We attended the George Old Motor show the next weekend and there were in excess of 1000 vintage and 

classic cars on display, from a 1901 Benz to the latest Mercedes Gullwing SLS.   

Triumphs were well supported and we had 22 Triumphs on display and they came from Durban, Port 

Elizabeth, George, Stilbaai and Cape Town.  It was absolutely great to see Triumphs well supported at this 

ever-growing show. 

John Dobbins also attended the show and suggested that we get a Triumph or two into the classic racing 

scene.  This is something that I was always interested in and I think that the timing is right now to make a 

project of it. John suggested that we follow the same pattern that MG did a year or two ago which is that we 

get two cars and prepare them for racing. We need to get sponsorship from companies that are appropriate to 

car racing and John volunteered to assist wherever possible through his company that specialises in the 

repair and restoration of classic cars.  We also need to get young up and coming race drivers who will be 

prepared to race or Triumphs as well as make a name in doing so. The Triumph Sports Car Club would get 

lots of exposure and could also attract the younger generation that we need to sustain the future of the 

marque and the continuation of the great club that we are today. 

Please let us have your views on this and sponsorship would also be appreciated. You can also donate a car 

if you have one that needs restoration and you know that you will not continue with it. 

You will also find information in this edition of Sabrina of our next national gathering and I urge you to 

book early to avoid disappointment as I believe that in light of the last couple of gatherings, this one will be 

as popular and well attended in a very scenic and beautiful part of our country.  Please start saving for it now 

and get you registrations in early.   
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The Border and Port Elizabeth centres are arranging a great event and expect the support that it deserves. 

As I informed you in the last Sabrina, please note of my new contact details on the inside of the cover page 

and feel free to contact me if you have a Triumph related issue or would like to have a chat. It would be 

great to hear from you. 

 

Until next time, enjoy your Triumphs and support your club, it is always appreciated!! 

 

Triumphant Regards, 

Gerhard Vorster 

 

 

 
 

Registrars Report 

 

 

I covered the Triumph 2000 saloon in both Mk1 and Mk2 format in the December 2010 report. 

Unfortunately the 2500 PI and Chicane register listings were also published prematurely because they were 

supposed to accompany this report. This of course happened because they are all part of the same Excel 

document. Anyway, this month I shall focus on the 2500 versions of basically the same car as they appeared 

in the 2.5 PI sedan and in the two 2500 TC (Chicane) variants.  

When the Triumph 2.5 PI (acronym for ‘Petrol Injection’) appeared in South Africa in 1971 it caused quite a 

stir. Here was a car that looked like the Triumph 2000 Mk2 sedan, but unlike the two litre six cylinder on 

which it was based, went like a rocket. By increasing the stroke length to 95 mm Triumph increased the 

displacement from 1998 to 2498 cc on the straight six engine. The real power increase from 90 bhp to 142 

bhp (106 kW) was derived from the Lucas Mk2 mechanical fuel injection system that was already used by 

the TR5 and TR6 sports cars. Top speed increased from 155 km/h to 177.4 km/h as measured by a CAR 

magazine road test in March 1971. At R3699 the car was not cheap in 1971 but it was the only fuel-injected 

car under R4000. In fact, the Mercedes Benz 280SE cost R6325 at the time and its measured top speed by 

CAR was 177.3! 

In pursuit of a bigger market share Leyland Motor Corporation South Africa developed a more affordable 

version of the 2.5 saloon by replacing the fuel injection system with twin Stromberg 150 CD carburettors. 

Launched in February 1973, outwardly the car appeared identical to the 2.5 PI but a ‘TC’ decal replaced the 

‘PI’ unit on the C-pillar and a ‘Chicane’ badge took the place of the ‘Triumph Injection’ badge on the front 

grille.  

This development, together with the name ‘Chicane’ was indigenous to South Africa. British Leyland at a 

later stage, after evaluation of the South African development, launched a similar 2.5 saloon without fuel 

injection and sold it as the Triumph ‘2500 TC’ in the UK. 
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While far less powerful and zippy than the PI, the Chicane produced only 100 bhp (75 kW vs 106 kW) but it 

was available in both overdrive and automatic versions, and far less complicated to service and maintain. At 

launch the overdrive version cost R3625 and the automatic was listed at R3775. At the same time the PI 

version’s price tag had increased to R3835 but remained on sale until 1975. During 1975 the Stromberg’s 

were replaced by twin SU carbs while the full instrument panel (a la PI) with rev counter and 4 smaller 

gauges became standard equipment. My own maroon 1975 Chicane overdrive was a lovely comfortable car 

and with its long overdrive legs was very economical on the open road.  

I can remember that I could cover 800 km on a tank and that it was a great advantage during the restricted 

petrol hours during the latter half of the 1970’s.   

By 1976 the Chicane received a facelift that reflected the influence of the British 2500 TC version. A 

redesigned grille, rear-end panel, wrap around front bumper and rubber inserts, a vinyl roof, new shape hub 

caps and badging were exterior characteristics while interior changes included a revised instrument panel 

and seats. Under the bonnet the air induction system and carburettors also received some changes that 

resulted in a slight power increase to 79 kW and 189 N.m of torque. This newer version is known as the 

Chicane Mk2 that remained in production in SA up to 1977 while some units still sold as late as 1978. By 

the time that the Mk2 Chicane was on sale the 2.5 PI and the 2000 Mk 2 were no longer on the market.   

Consulting the accompanying register listings you will note an alarming small number of cars in the 

register. It is frightening that we have only 7 of many 2.5 PI’s sold in SA listed. We have nearly double that 

number in the SA TR5 register that is known to be a scarce car! Considering the fact that the Chicane was 

one the best selling Triumphs in SA why are there only 31 Mk1 and 35 Mk2 cars listed? I would like to 

repeat what I said previously: if we can trace the details of only 10 percent of the Chicanes manufactured in 

South Africa we will be able to virtually double the number of cars in our local Triumph register.   

 

Nols Pienaar 

TSCC Registrar 

E-mai: nols.pienaar@gmail.com 

Tel. 083-4683145 (mobile) 

       012-9960774 (home)       

mailto:nols.pienaar@gmail.com
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TRIUMPH 2500 TC CHICANE MK1 REGISTER 

 

 

           

           
No Comm no Local Engine no Colour Last known Date Previous Comment Centre Domicicle 

  no   owner  owner    

           

1 4MK9318DL-

O 

 MK9607HE  K Rudd   overdrive   

2 4MK9616DL  MK7203HE Red P Rodda 1989 CR Clegg overdrive PTA Pretoria 

3 4MK9814DL  MK3877HE Tan K Munro-

Perry 

1973  o/d, first 

owner 

JHB Johannesburg 

4 4MK17381DL  MG16586HE Red S Levin   overdrive NC Germiston 

5 4MK20105DL 9105 MG16671HEA Brown G Blake 1998 Baker-

Duly 

PI 

conversion 

JHB North Riding 

6  6054 MG19182HE Maroon AJ Lowes   overdrive WR Randfontein 

7  5377 MK2588HEBW Yellow AHL 

Browne 

1998 D Sacks auto box FS Bloemfontein 

8 4MK62915DL 10548 MK6159HE Yellow    overdrive NC  

9 4MK76346DL 9400 MK1398HE Blue    overdrive NC  

10 4MK77646DL 6595 MK1683HEBW White    auto box NC  

11 4MK80089DL  MK2355HE  C Roediger 1995 M Kelly overdrive JHB  

12 4MK85130DL 9848 MK3061HE Green D Hurter 2010 M Cronje overdrive KZN Durban 

13 4MK85147DL 9865 MK3872HE White J Shallis   overdrive NC  

14 4MK85227DL  MK3965HE Red PJ van 

Vuuren 

1988  overdrive PTA Centurion 

15 4MK85276DL  MK3086HE Brown D de Beer   overdrive NC George 

16 4MK85370DL 6992 MK3941HE  P Gamble   overdrive NC  

17 4MK85720DL 10198 MK8237HE  E Morley   overdrive NC  

18 4MK89494DL 10246 MG21638HE  F Hunter   non orig 

engine 

NC  

19 4MK89598DL  MK7676HEBW White G Blake   auto box JHB North Riding 

20 4MK92506DL 7487   G Blake    JHB North Riding 

21 4MK92578DL 10511 MK5742HE S-tan P 

Lilliecrona 

2000 TD 

Jacobs 

overdrive KZN Uvongo 

22 4MK92718DL 7603 MK6001HEBW  G Blake   auto box JHB North Riding 

23 4MK92949DL  MK5855HE Yellow P Willcock 1983  overdrive PTA Pretoria 

24 4MK93017DL 7758 MK7760HEBW Blue G Blake   auto, car 

scrapped 

JHB North riding 

25 4MK93034DL 7775 MK7556HEBW Yellow AS Wright 2001 E v 

Vuuren 

auto box PTA Centurion 

26 4MK93111DL 10804 MK7447HE Yellow G 

Malherbe 

1994 B 

Sjonberg 

overdrive PTA Pretoria 

27 4MK93146DL 7791 MK7720HEBW  unknown    NC  
28 4MK93180DL  MK7607HEBW Mink KCS Rudd  R Male auto box PTA Pretoria 

29 4MK96139DL 7887 MK6317HEBW  unknown   auto box NC  
30 4MK96273DL 8993 MM852HE Tangerine T du Toit 2007 R 

McClure 

overdrive PTA Tzaneen 

31 4MK96280DL  MK7497HE White T Jefferson 1976  o/d, 1st 

owner 

PTA Centurion 
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TRIUMPH 2500PI REGISTER 
No Comm no Local Engine no Last known Date Previous  Comment Centr

e 

Domicicle 

  no  owner  owner    

1 4MG8022DL  MG9550HE D Beard 1990  Overdrive JHB Johannesburg 

2 4MG8028DL  MG5168 I Turner 1988  Overdrive PTA Pretoria 

3 4MG8035DL  MG9887HE N Whitford   Overdrive PE Humansdorp 

4 4MG8664DL 1504  N Cameron 1999 C Schultz O/d, racing car CT Cape Town 

5 4MG9235DL 287 MG10237HE E Brink   Overdrive NC  

6 4MG12848DL  MG12540HE E Powell   Overdrive KZN PieterMBurg 

7 4MG52912DL  MG52937HE G Blake 1996  O/d, car scrapped JHB North Riding 

 

 TRIUMPH CHICANE MK 2 Register   
 
No Comm no Local no. Engine no Colour Last known Date Previous 

Owner 

Comment Centre Domicicle 

     owner      

1 4MM58DL 8032 MK7233HE  K Cheetham   Mk1 motor   

2 4MM86DL 8063 MM1300HEBW White K Illenberger 1993  1976, auto box PE Port Elizabeth 

3 4MM3562DL  MM40735HEA Met blue E Louwrens 2010  auto, ex Durban NC Centurion 

4 4MM23812DL 9114 MM26301HEA White A Dickens 1992 EM Dickens 1977, auto FS Bloemfontein 

5 4MM23858DL 160   G Blake   auto, car scrapped JHB North Riding 

6 4MM23941DL  MM26802HEA Blue SD Brown   auto PTA Centurion 

7 4MM24015DL  MM25559HE White F Dreher 2009  1976, overdrive CT Cape Town 

8 4MM24025DL 183 MM25954HE Beige    1976, overdrive   

9 4MM24027DL 185 MM25922HE Orange    1976, overdrive   

10 4MM24037DL 195 MM25568HE Blue F Viljoen 2000  1976. overdrive PE Port Elizabeth 

11 4MM24086DL 244 MM25549HE White P Mohr 2001 J Sussman 1976, overdrive FS Bloemfontein 

12 4MM24875DL 124 MM25994HE Brown T du Toit 2010 J Retief 1976, overdrive PTA Tzaneen 

13 4MM24886DL 135 MM25570HE Yellow ZWJ v Vuuren 1985 PC Botha Ford motor fitted NC Vanderbijl Park 

14 4MM25311DL  MM27463HEA Red A van Niekerk 2002 IM Sachs 1977, auto NC Hammanskraal 

15 4MM25334DL  MM26647HEA Yellow AJ Lowes   1977, auto WR Randfontein 

16 4MM26218DL 50258 MM25983HEA White C Read 1996 De Wet 

Motors 

1977, auto NC Denysville 

17 4MM26241DL  MM26380HEA Yellow R v d Putten 1977 since new 1977, auto JHB  

18 4MM31301DL 370 MM30205HE Yellow    1976, overdrive   

19 4MM32221DL 51030 MM26885HEA Blue    auto   

20 4MM32235DL  MM34934HEA Red K Hunt 1993  auto, car stripped JHB  

21  50102 MM39135HEA Orange J Leighton 1982  1977, auto JHB  

 

22 4MM33583DL 50514 MM40178HE White D Burton 1998 I du Plessis 1977, overdrive JHB Heidelberg 

23   MM38210HE yellow AHL Browne 1999 Babs Being rebuilt   

24 4MM32259DL 51060         

25 4MM34284DL 50808 MM39105HE Yellow GR Blake 1991  1976, overdrive NC Port Elizabeth 

26 4MM34298DL  MM39010 Silver P Smit 2001 P Willcock 1977, overdrive FS Bloemfontein 

27 4MM34891DL  MM41155HE White C Schimper 1986 TL Evans 1977, overdrive PTA Pretoria 

28 4MM35616DL  MM40773HEA Maroon H Wood 2000  1978, auto NC Pretoria 

29 4MM35642DL  MM37450HE Blue G Malherbe   1977, overdrive PTA Pretoria 

30 4MM36019DL   White       

31 4MM36088DL 52945 MM41178HE Maroon K Illenberger 2000 G Gericke 1978, overdrive PE Port Elizabeth 

32 4MM36316DL  MM41298HE Grey HS Bierman 1977 since new 1977, overdrive NC Bloemfontein 

33 4MM36338DL 52404 MM41181HE Red CT Paterson 1998 C Buckley 1977, overdrive PTA Pretoria 

34 4MM36373DL 52487 MM41065HE Maroon G Blake 1996  car scrapped JHB North Riding 

35 4MM36425DL 52897 MM41177HE Blue B James 1983 AD Fallows 1977. overdrive FS Bloemfontein 
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SAMCA REPORT 

 

Since my last report a lot of important issues have been discussed and progress made at SAMCA especially 

with the meetings with the Department of Transport (DOT).  

The main aspects of the DOT discussions and meetings have revolved around future transport legislation 

and below are some of the main points: 

LEFT HAND DRIVE VEHICLES can be owned , bought and sold provided they were on Enatis on 30 June 

2004. What this in effect means that irrespective of the year of manufacture if you have a LHD vehicle and 

it was not on the system at the above date it cannot be registered at this point in time.  

SAMCA in combination with SAVVA want to continue negotiations with the DOT regarding LHD vehicles 

especially those being rebuilt and have value in terms of our country’s heritage so the plan is for SAVVA to 

collate a list of LHD vehicles in SA. So if you or someone you know has a LHD vehicle in any condition on 

the road or not please send the vehicles details together with the ID number and name of the owner plus 

contact details to SAVVA on their web site at www.savva.org.za. 

PERIODIC TESTING OF VEHICLES will soon be implemented and basically will apply to vehicles more 

than 10 years old that will have to be tested annually. HOWEVER thanks to the efforts of SAMCA vehicles 

31 years and older will only have to be tested every 5 years which also co-insides with when number plates 

have to be changed. This does however require a dating certificate from the Triumph Club that we will have 

to get up and running, alternatively SAVVA has kindly agreed to provide such certificates to those clubs 

who do not have such a certificate. 

PROTEA HOTELS are keen to offer good deals for the classic car movement for weekend’s away, 

breakfast’s lunches etc so contact Philippa Chesler on 0214305181 or 0727606552 for details for any events 

you are organising. 

 MOTORSPORT SA and SAMCA are still in negotiations regarding affiliation that will once again provide 

us with legal permits and indemnity cover for competitive events such as driving tests and rallies. 

That is my lot for the first report for 2011. 

Regards 

John Dobbins 

 

 

SOUTH AFRICAN MARQUES CLUBS  

ASSOCIATION  

 
 
 
 

                       URGENT NOTIFICATION                                                                                                                                     
27/01/2011  

 
 

Dear Member Clubs,  

 

 

 

 

http://www.savva.org.za/
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This is an urgent notification to all SAMCA affiliated clubs and their members to make a concerted 
effort to respond to this as  
soon as possible - the dead line for all information is 15 April 2011 - in order to finalise the 
information by end April.  We are working closely with SAVVA on this one. 
The issue is around Left Hand Drive Vehicles, and SAVVA had an emergency meeting on the 19

th
 

January to discuss the issues around LHD vehicles and the proposed Periodic Testing. SAVVA 
representatives were invited to explain in detail as to what and how these issues have come about and 
a possible way forward in order to make representation to revisit certain aspects of the  
legislation.  As with SAMCA, after reviewing the concerns had been raised by the conveners of the 
meeting it became apparent that correspondence sent out by SAVVA (and SAMCA) does not always 
reach the club members and when eventually received or read the problem is escalated to major 
concerns.  
IT WAS NOTED THAT INFORMATION IS NOT BEING DISTRIBUTED EFFECTIVELY BY 
THE RELEVANT CLUB DELEGATES OR  
THE PERSON RECEIVING THE INFORMATION IS NOT PASSING THE INFORMATION ON 
TO MEMBERS.   
SAVVA was then given the opportunity to respond to all the issues that concerned the ±50 
enthusiasts present and after much  
debate a proposal was tabled expressing confidence in SAVVA and the achievements so far.   
In addition, support for the route that has already been adopted to achieve out comes for the best 

interest of our members  
was expressed. Ultimately there were two proposals tabled and SAVVA requested that Theo Stander 
put these in writing for  
SAVVA to pursue. Please see proposals in Annexure 1 from the meeting.  

 
IMPORTANT  

PLEASE INFORM ALL LHD OWNERS, MEMBERS AND NON 

MEMBERS.  www.savva.org.za  
SAVVA WILL BE HOSTING A WEB PAGE ON THE SAVVA WEBSITE FOR ALL 
ENTHUSIASTS TO LOG THEIR LEFT HAND DRIVE  
VEHICLE/S. PLEASE LOG ALL REGISTERED, UN-REGISTERED AND VEHICLE/S 
UNDER RESTORATION IN ORDER TO ASCERTAIN  
THE COLLECTIVE NUMBER OF LHD VEHICLES IN S.A.  SAMCA WILL USE THE 
SAVVA WEBSITE FOR THIS RATHER THAN DUPLICATE EFFORT. 
YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO LIST YOUR NAME, ID NUMBER, VEHICLE 
PARTICULARS, E-MAIL AND CONTACT DETAILS  

THIS SITE WILL BE CONFIDENTIAL AND NOT ACCESSABLE TO ANYONE OTHER 

THAN THE AUTHORISED PERSONAL DEALING  
WITH THIS ON THE SAVVA  AND SAMCA COMMITTEE.   
SHOULD YOU NOT HAVE ACCESS TO INTERNET THEN THE INFORMATION CAN 
BE FAXED TO 011 435-9821.  
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE FINAL DOCUMENT WILL BE A COLLECTIVE ONE FROM 
SAVVA AND SAMCA. WE ARE MEETING WITH  
MSA IN ORDER TO GARNER SUPPORT FROM THEM.   

Once this information is collected SAVVA and SAMCA will compile a report that will be 

distributed to all the clubs prior to the  
document being tabled to National Department of Transport (NDoT) for a concession to LHD 
vehicles.  

http://www.savva.org.za/
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Summary of Statii DoT 

 

1 LHD 

a. You may own, continue to own, buy or sell any LHD car that is on eNatis before the 30th 

of June 2004 without restriction. 

b. Currently no LHDs can be registered after that date as the date of registration in the day 

of registration. Manufacturing date is not taken into account – hence the proposal above, 

to gather sufficient information to approach the relevant authorities. 

c. Where a car was manufactured after that date, there will be no lien, and the car may not 

be registered. 

2 Periodic Testing 

a. Due to come in shortly 

b. It is “accepted” (we are awaiting the confirmation minutes) that all members cars built 

before 1965 and cars between 1965 and 31 years ago (ie now to 1980) will be tested 

every 5 years, coinciding with the 5 year change of number plate. 

c. All other cars will be tested annually, once they reach 10 years old. 

d. This is promulgated and we are awaiting this. 

e. Testing will be done according to the date of manufacture if the examiner has these 

details on record (we asked for detail to add to the Vehicle testers handbook at the last 

meeting), otherwise to modern spec. 

f. Vehicles to be dated officially. SAVVA have agreed to assist with this where clubs do not 

have an official dating certificate. 

 

3 Number plates Gauteng 

a. We are awaiting response on this. 

b. Other provinces are waiting to see what Gauteng does. 

4 Heritage Cars 

a. SAMCA will contribute to this debate together with SAVVA at SAHRA. 
Ian Huntly 

SAMCA    ANNEXURE 1  
  

Concerned Collectors 

Special Meeting  
Held at Piston Ring  
19 January 2011 @ 

19:30  
 

After extensive debate on the issues now facing collectors of SAVVA eligible Left Hand Drive 
(LHD) vehicles, it  
was made quite clear by the collectors present that the initiative surrounding the LHD issues 
need to remain  
with SAVVA and the sub-committee formed to focus on this and that any additional 
endeavours from  
individual members need to be dovetailed with the SAVVA efforts. 
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Two proposals were made and seconded from the floor with regard to the way forward:  
Proposal 1:  

  
SAVVA to again request, via circular, input from all the affiliated clubs any issues or 

concerns related  
to the new and pending legislation (LHDs, periodic testing, idiosyncrasies wrt 
roadworthies, licensing,  
etc)  
This will be collated and circulated to all SAVVA clubs for comment.  
  

Proposal 2:  
That an information gathering exercise be undertaken by SAVVA in an attempt to 

establish the extent  
of vehicles affected by the LHD legislation, to be completed by end of April 2011.  
The following steps were proposed to put the mechanism in place:  
i. Establish a webpage, linked to the SAVVA website to gather particulars of vehicles and  
owners.  
a. Ensure confidentiality  
b. No “ghost” entries – Names, IDs, valid e-mail address and contact details required  
ii. Communicate availability of webpage to all clubs and request input of data  
iii. Request all clubs and members to mobilise non-club members to add their information  
iv. SAVVA to initiate an “awareness” campaign to ensure the message is broadcast correctly  
and as widely as possible  
v. SAVVA to liaise with the individuals (Rodney Norton & Alan Langenstrass) that can 
make  
use of an existing database of contact details, once the technology is in place.  
vi. Keep clubs informed as to progress throughout the project.  

_________________________________________________________________________________
____ May I take this opportunity to ask that all clubs support this urgent appeal and register as soon 

as possible, the website will be  

up and running by Friday 28 January to start registering your vehicle/s on:-  www.savva.org.za  
 

Kind regards  
Peter Hall - Chairman   

 
NATIONAL GATHERING 2012 

   

“PLETT HERE WE COME” 

The venue 
 

The news we have all been waiting for is now here. The 2012 Triumph Sports Car Club Nationals will be 

taking place in Plettenberg Bay from Thursday the 26th of April 2012 to Tuesday the 1st of May 2012.  

http://www.savva.org.za/
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After much deliberation and intense and sometimes heated discussions a decision was made in the interests 

of all who will be attending this highlight event on our club calendars. 

Plettenberg Bay is recognised as South Africa’s premier coastal play ground offering a variety of 

accommodation standards from one star to five plus. There are, as some of you will have experienced, some 

delightful pubs and restaurants, not to mention the beautiful beaches and surrounding natural beauty. Just 

down the road is the world famous hamlet of Knysna offering good cuisine, pubs, boat rides and much more. 

 

 Accommodation 
 

The accommodation that has been negotiated is of a very high standard and will be capable of keeping 

everyone at one venue. River Club is a well-established development on the river’s edge situated about one 

kilometre from the Beacon Isle hotel. The grounds are immaculately kept and the houses are well designed 

and very comfortable. You will not be disappointed.   

Pricing is also reasonable and the 2011 pricing has been negotiated for all who book and pay their deposits 

by the 31st of May 2011. There is a possibility that Holiday Club members can swop out time at River Club 

through Flexiclub.  Flexiclub can be contacted on 031 7177591.  Contact your holiday option provider who 

should also be able to help you. 

A decision has been made to appoint Robberg Estates to co-ordinate all the bookings for River Club.The 

contact person is Mandie Truter 044 5332505 cell 083 658 8075 e-mail mandie@plettenbergbay.com. To 

make a booking a deposit of R750.00 will be required. The balance and a R300.00 check out fee will be 

required 10 days prior to arrival. Robberg Estates has got 25 cottages on their books for rental but have 

arranged with other agents to rent units out that are on their books. This complex is very popular and is in 

great demand so please book and secure your accommodation as soon as you possibly can to avoid 

disappointment.  

You will find Mandie very helpful so please make use of her to fulfil your accommodation needs. 

 Please refer to correspondence, rates and layout plan supplied by Mandie. You can get more info on the 

particular house that you book by going to www.robbergestates.com go to all listings and fill in the code, 

which is the ref number on the Robberg Estates info sheet. Now click on search and then more info and 

Bingo your info is there.  River Club apparently does not have a web site. To wet your appetite and get an 

idea of the accommodation and complex Google River Club Plett and go to River Club villa 41: 

Plettenberg Bay. River Club is the complex with green roofs in the aerial photograph. This will allow you 

to orientate yourself, as in one of the aerial pictures you will notice the Beacon Isle hotel. 

Fortunately or unfortunately depending how you look at it the large majority of this accommodation is two 

and three bedroom. This will necessitate sharing wherever possible. We would like to keep as many as 

possible at a single venue but if you would rather have your own accommodation be sure that there are 

plenty other options in Plett. Contact Mandie or Plett tourism. 

mailto:mandie@plettenbergbay.com
http://www.robbergestates.com/


 xiii 

 

 Another establishment that is RCI affiliated is Castleton in Plett and there are bound to be others as well. 

Contact your provider. 

Once you have made your accommodation booking please advise Heinz Koncki of these details whether it 

be at River Club or elsewhere in order for good communication and organization at nationals. This is most 

important. Heinz Koncki’s e-mail is h.koncki@gmail.com or cell 079 625 2040. 

 

Registration 
 

Registration forms are enclosed for completion and signing. Please return these to Heinz Koncki who can be 

contacted on Tel / Fax 044 8735250 or e-mail h.koncki@gmail.com for any queries or help. These forms 

can also be downloaded from the PE centre web site www.tsccpe.co.za  

 

Program 
 

This is a draft program, which in all probability will change as comments and suggestions start coming in. 

You will be kept well informed as the program becomes cast in cement. 

Thursday 26th April 2012  Registration 

     Welcome evening – Keurbooms angling club 

Friday 27th April 2012   Concours Preparation 

     Evening free 

Saturday 28th April 2012  National Concours – Old Nicks 

     Evening free 

Sunday 29th April 2012  Scenic Tour 

     Driving test – Pick n Pay parking area 

     BGM 

Monday 30th April 2012  Soak up Plett / Knysna and surrounds 

     Dinner / Dance / Prize giving 

Tuesday 1st May 2012   Homeward Bound 

 

Please be reminded that this is a first take but is enough to help you start making your travel and 

accommodation arrangements. 

 

 2012 Nationals committee 
 

Your 2012 Nationals committee is on standby 24 / 7 to answer any queries you might have. 

 

Gavin Turner    Chair person    083 325 7647 

Godfrey Gericke   Finances / Secretary   079 393 6572 

Deon de Kock   Events / Concourse   082 370 1723 

Bob Pretorius   Trophies / Badges                    082 950 3028 

Heinz Koncki   Registration    079 625 0240 

Yvonne de Kock   Regalia     083 288 6895 

mailto:h.koncki@gmail.com
mailto:h.koncki@gmail.com
http://www.tsccpe.co.za/
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Jon Rademan   Printing    082 569 2080 

John Williams        083 320 5218 

 

 Trophies 
 

Bob Pretorius has requested that all those members who received floating trophies at the Drakensberg 

nationals to hand them to him personally at registration in Plett. Please it is very important that these are in 

good and clean condition with the appropriate engraving done. 

 

 Sponsorship 
 

At the time of this Sabrina going to press no sponsorship had been confirmed. There are some committee 

members very active trying to get a sponsor. Previous host centres will confirm that this does not come easy. 

This is a very important ingredient for the success of the Plett nationals. We urge anyone with any 

information that could possibly lead to gaining a sponsor to please pass this on to a committee member for 

action.  

 

We have approached the executive producer of the Ignition TV program for coverage of the nationals and 

have had a very favourable response with some proposals being put forward by them. This type of exposure 

helps in closing down a sponsor. 

 
 What do I need to do? 
 

1. Register for Nationals using the enclosed registration form. 

2. Book my accommodation with Mandie Truter or own arrangements. 

3. Inform Heinz Koncki of my accommodation details. h.koncki@gmail.com 

4. Contact a committee member for any help I might need. 

5. Get into the garage and start preparing my Triumph. 

 

The committee urges you all to make this a great national gathering by going that extra mile to attend. The 

more the merrier. 

Herewith the available homes and rates from 26 April – 2 May 2012. 

 

The number before the dwelling name is the number of people it sleeps and the erf number can be found 

behind the dwelling name. The reference number can be used to locate the dwelling on our website: 

www.robbergestates.com .  To make a reservation we require a confirmation deposit of R750.00.  The 

balance plus a check-out fee of R300.00 is payable ten days prior to arrival.  When making a reservation 

please use “Triumph Club” as a reference. 

 

Please feel free to contact Sarita or myself at Robberg Estates. 

 

Many thanks 

 

MANDIE TRUTER 

083 658 8075mandie@plettenbergbay.com 

http://www.robbergestates.com/
mailto:mandie@plettenbergbay.com
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Beds            Owner            Erf  Code/Ref Price per day 

 

 

6  Brand Kingfisher  4192  Ref 533           R1142.86 per day 

6  Brooks   4278  Ref 385  R1000.00 per day 

6  Chalmers   4277  Ref 750  R1000.00 per day 

4  Evans   4195  Ref 521  R  642.00 per day 

6  Fishermans Cottage 4203 Ref 542  R1214.00 per day 

6  Kamma Plett  4268  Ref 560  R  642.86 per day 

8  Kriel   4258  Ref 657  R1785.71 per day 

6  Kuijer Plett   4269  Ref 558  R1000.00 per day 

6  Linga Longa  4299  Ref 553  R  814.29 per day 

6  Malherbe   4187  Ref 420  R 642.86  per day 

4  Moonriver   4193  Ref 683  R1000.00 per day 

 

 

6  Mountjoy   4198  Ref 473  R 800.00 per day 

6  Oak Cottage  4295  Ref 367  R 714.29 per day 

6  Palme   4173  Ref 339  R1214.29 per day 

6  Palme   4188  Ref 670  R 700.00 per day 

 

 

 

6  Patterson   4293  Ref 340  R1285.71 per day 

6  Riversong   4201  Ref 680  R1214.29 per day 

7  Seiler   4171  Ref 727    R1214.29 per day 

6  Van Osch   4211  Ref 645  R 800.00 per day 

6  Van den Berg  4228  Ref 457  R 900.00  per day 

8  Van Vuuren  4261  Ref 212  R1150.00 per day 

6  Wessels   4197  Ref 248  R1000.00 per day 

6  Ferreira   4223  Ref 800          R1000.00 per day 

6  Carter   4165  Ref 396  R1000.00 per day  
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REGIONAL REPORTS 
 
Bloemfontein 
 

Christmas and all the festivities that go with it have passed, and in ten and a half months (at the time of 

writing) it will hopefully all happen again.  Maybe the weather will be a little more accommodating next 

year: most reports say they had a very windy & wet holiday!  A great blessing to the Eastern Cape that was 

in the throws of the worst drought in memory.  Luckily that is now over, and most of the dams are full! 

 

Due to various circumstances, we didn’t have our year-end Christmas party, so we held a “Kick Start” party 

at the end of January.  Ninety percent of the members were there, and a good time was had by all! 

 

We are organizing a run to the Clocolan Show on the 5th of March, and are expecting a good turnout.  This is 

a yearly affair, and the show organizers are always pleased to see us, keeping a stand open to show our cars.  

I suppose it’s an extra attraction for them! 

 

This year seems a bit empty, not having a Nationals to go to, but I am sure that PE & EL clubs are 

organizing a bumper event for next year – what you say guys? 

 

We’ll be drawing up our year planner early in March and will let you have a copy of it – better late than 

never.  I must close now, if I don’t, I’ll miss the boat! 

 

Happy Triumphant Motoring & God Bless 

 

Alan  

 

 

Border 
 

 

Happy to report that 2010 went out in style for Triumphsters in the Border area. St Andrews bowling and 

croquet club was the venue for our Christmas dinner / dance. This time around it was decided to join up with 

our “petrol head” colleagues at the MG club for a combined event and what a success it turned out to be. All 

enjoyed a scrumptuous three-course dinner, an excellent disc jockey and music, plenty of prizes, much 

drinking and wonderful company. The Mg club for some unknown reason have not had Christmas dinner 

events in the past and it really was a pleasure to mix and socialise with them. 
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The Border / Eastern Cape is, as you all know 2012 Nationals territory and your committee is now in sixth 

gear busy organising our next national gathering. How great it is to be saying next year. Because of this and 

some members having been out of town during Jan / Feb, the year has got off to a very slow start. Good 

enough reason if nationals are to benefit. We are a very small centre and if national’s committee members 

are otherwise busy coupled to the fact that other members are away it becomes difficult to get together for 

noggins and outings. The club has nevertheless got some activities in the pipeline one of which is our Border 

centre concourse coming up shortly. We have been in touch with Natal centre and still hope to organise an 

outing with them up the wild coast later in the year. 

 

The restoration process of my GT6 Mk2 is going much slower than what I had hoped and of course costing 

much more than I would like. I stripped the motor and found that absolutely everything had to be redone. 

The gearbox also turned out to be a nightmare with virtually a complete overall as well. This project will 

need some midnight oil if it is to reach nationals. At present I am trying to fit an air conditioner, which is 

turning out to be quite a challenge. I can’t say that I was not warned. Louis Greef is in the final stages of his 

Spitfire Mk4 rebuild and hopefully this will make nationals. Stuart Turner is busy with his TR6 engine 

rebuild and will surely have the car ready for 2012. 

 

We in the Border and Eastern Cape urge you all to register for the 2012 nationals. I am sure your committee 

will not disappoint you. They have chosen a great venue with plenty of potential. Let’s make it a wonderful 

nationals. Remember “the more the merrier” 

 

God Bless 

Geoff and all in Border centre.  

 

 

 

Cape Town 
 

Probably the most important event to happen before Christmas was the Concours d’Elegance and Pride of 

Ownership that took place in Stellenbosch. It also became the Christmas lunch and prize giving so it was a 

real bumper event held at the Protea hotel in Tegnopark. 

 

We ended up with 16 cars entered in both events that was a really worthwhile turn out. After welcoming 

coffee and scones, entrants and judges got to work with their score sheets and the morning flew by, it was 

really encouraging to see how much effort had gone into preparation of cars and histories of the cars. In 

particular a new format had been adopted for the pride of ownership as the committee felt that this was a 

good way to go to encourage use of cars and not just to be stuffed exhibits. 
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After the judging had been completed, every one retired to the comfort of the annexed where a lovely buffet 

was served before Tom Dougan read out the results that had been prepared by Ronan Sanderson and 

Gerhard Vorster. 

First in the d’Elegance category was Danie Barkhuisen’s TR3 with Ronan’s TR7 pushing him hard, a total 

of 4 cars received gold medals which was really great. In the Pride of ownership category Eddie Hughes’ 

TR7 was the winner, with Jamie Hart’s TR6 runner up. Particularly pleasing was that Eddie is a newcomer 

to the club and the improvement of his car was spectacular! The people’s choice of car was Roger 

Roebeck’s superb TR2 with Nick Joubert’s TR3 runner up. 

 

The winner of the Chris Schultz trophy for clubmanship was Gidion Snyman with Ronan Sanderson taking 

the Des Rudolph trophy; dipstick of the year went to Theo Brand who took the whole thing in good spirits. 

Every one really enjoyed the day and we hope it will be repeated again, hopefully at the same venue, next 

year. 

 

The New Year kicked off with a run to the Stoned Olive in Riebeck Kasteel for breakfast. Although there 

were not too many cars, those that went enjoyed top down motoring in overcast conditions and a great 

breakfast when they got there. The overcast became drizzle for the run home but it did nothing to dampen 

spirits! 

 

The major event for the club in January is the Classic car and bike show at Timour hall in Plumstead, and 

this year was no exception. Over the years, we have managed to get the best spot in the show and this year 

we filled it with a good selection of TR’s, Tommy Walker’s lovely Stag, the replica Macau Spitfire of Mike 

Napoli and a Chicane plus our new gazebo with a superb collection of Ronan’s cars on display. The only 

marque that was missing was a TR3A and now that Dennis Cook is back we hope to rectify that in future! 

The weather was just about perfect and we had a steady stream of visitors through our display all day. In 

total there were something like 300 cars on display plus a well stocked auto jumble so there was definitely 

something for every one this year. 

 

The Saturday morning Noggin at the Clubhouse was well attended; we were pleased to welcome Dave 

Bayliss and his wife? from Woking in the UK who own a Spitfire and were here to avoid the worst of the 

British weather! We had 2 speakers, Peter Flowers from Classically British and Richard Barrish from 

Qualisure Insurance brokers. Peter is well known to many Capetonians as the supplier of spares to many 

make of cars including Triumph. He gave a very interesting talk to show how he coordinates his deliveries 

from all parts of the UK to have a group age delivery once a week and showed how the timing of orders can 

literally give just a few days delivery into Cape Town. Richard spoke on a new deal for insuring classic cars 

and had a lot of 8interst from all present. A very big thank you to Anne Dougan and Sheila Maggs for 

making such scrumptious bacon rolls. Also a very big welcome to Margaret Young and “Ricky”, her 1 

owner 1959 Herald, who made the trip out from Sea Point. 



 xx 

 

 

The weekend at the beginning of February saw the annual classic racing series at Killarney racetrack. This 

year was also the 50th anniversary of the opening of the track so the organisers went all out for a special 

event. There was the concours event at the clubhouse in which we entered Roger Roebeck’s TR2 and Danie 

Barkhuisen’s TR3. This was eventually won by a Cobra replica with Roger picking up 4th place. There was 

also a display of 1960 cars for the starting grid where we were represented by Barry Downes’ TR3 and 

Graham Goutzen’s TR3A. The club also had a display of some 20 cars but the event seemed to prove a bit 

much for the organisers and the display area was somewhat chaotic. The morning’s racing was pretty good, 

highlight was the 2 wheeled mini display of Steve Miller who had a coming together with a Comaro, talk 

about David and Goliath, but fortunately he resumed normal driving on 4 wheels without losing a place! 

 

Lunchtime was supposedly the drive round the track by the classic cars, but after a delayed start due to 

another race being put in, the cars eventually got onto the track only to form a solid traffic jam from the pits 

onward. There were moments when one could actually move but it was almost a relief when the marshals 

called us in after just 2 very slow laps. It was a pleasure though, to be able to take Eric Fletcher round the 

track as we had the pleasure off him being in Cape Town for a conference. He even gave up lunch in Hout 

Bay so we were really honoured! It was also a pleasure to see the Bayliss’s enjoying their trip to the track. 

Maybe our chairman knew a thing or 2 when he opted to take photos rather than try the track out. Many 

thanks to the Jaguar club for allowing us the use of their stand, and providing super food and drink for us to 

consume. Great also to see Dennis Cook back in Cape Town after his sojourn in the desert, sorry you had 

problems with your 3A but glad to see you in your 6. 

 

The club also had a good representation at the George Motor show with 10 cars making the trip up there to 

meet up with the Port Elizabeth and Border representative to give a really Triumphant presence! 

 

JOHANNESBURG 

 

This year is already more than two months old and we are almost starting to get ready for winter!!!  That 

scares the hell out of me!  We nevertheless had a good ending to the year. We finally got our act together 

and held our end-of-year lunch together with the Pretoria Centre. I think in about 21 years that I have been a 

Triumphant man, this has only happened once or twice before. As predicted, it was enjoyable, with about 80 

people present. We all had a good lunch and then we each in turn presented the trophies to our members. 

From the Johannesburg side the winners are as follows - 

Victor Ludorum  -  Harry Fairley 

Victrix Ludorum  -  Elaine Castlemaine 

Ambassadors Trophy  -  Wendy Hay 

Chairman's Trophy  -  Dot Gibbons 

Competition Trophy  -  Eleanora Fourie 
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We congratulate all of you for your support to the club and just for being jolly good fellows! I wonder if you 

noticed that except for the Victor Ludorum (naturally), all the winners are females. That says a lot for our 

club - we have endeavoured to make this club a lot more social and family-oriented and this is the result. I 

feel quite happy about that. 

Having got back from holidays and Christmas festivities, we began focusing on the New Year ahead and 

what would be in store for us in the immediate future. Both the Pretoria and Johannesburg Centres have 

committed to each other for this year to have a lot more participation in each other’s events and to also 

organise the events together. We also want to change some of the events in order to bring something new to 

the table.  So we might shelve some usual events for a while in favour of new adventures. So far this year 

we had two great events that were well attended and enjoyed by all. Our first event of the year has usually 

been a picnic but this year we decided put it on ice for a while in favour of a breakfast run. We went to a 

new venue - The Stone Cradle - overlooking the Crocodile River in Muldersdrift. It was a nice event and the 

hosts pulled out all the stops to serve a grand (and I mean GRAND) breakfast for a reasonable price of R 60 

per person.  

As though that wasn't enough - Sunday 13th Feb was the Valentine Day run that is organised by the Pretoria 

Centre. This year we have a great lunch at Askari Game Lodge situated north of the Magaliesberg. It's great 

country and the scenery is magnificent. It's a 60km drive there going through the Winterberge and driving at 

a leisurely pace, was very enjoyable.  

We met up with the Pretoria crowd at Pinehaven - that's at the end of the highway near Krugersdorp. From 

there we drove in a lekka looong convoy through windy roads and very picturesque scenery (yes Capies - 

we have them here too!), crossing the Crocodile, Blaauwbank and Hekpoort rivers several times and through 

the hamlet of Broederstroom (isn't that a nice name from yesteryear?). From there it's a short hop to the 

Plumari Private Game Reserve where they boast to have the big 5. Admittedly we only saw two of the big 1 

- a couple of Elephants. I must say they had chosen their spot well where to put the hotel overlooking a 

magnificent valley of bushveld and mountains.  At Askari there's a museum of all types of ox-wagons and 

farm-implements of days gone by. Can you believe it - already the Boere were dragging their Venter 

Trailers behind their ox-wagons and a beer cart too!! Very interesting. We were 81 members and friends 

there - Pretoria Centre also invited the MG Club along so we were a big crowd. Their parking lot looked 

magnificent full of Triumphs, MG's and a couple of Ferrari's (?). We'll do it again some time in the future.  

Our next run is planned for the Suikerbos Rand Reserve - also a game farm, on the south side of 

Johannesburg. We'll have our picnic there amongst the wild animals (I'm told the only predators to be found 

are the ones operating radars on the way there). Although it will have happened by the time you read this 

we'll report on it next time.  We're also getting ready to do a long weekend that will be at Kaapchse Hoop.  

Now that's nowhere near the Cape, but it's in Mpumalanga - near Nelspruit in the good old Eastern 

Transvaal. As there are no Nationals this year we'll make a good weekend of it. Again we'll be going along 

with the Pretoria Centre so we'll be lots of people.  

On a different note, I'm happy to see that both SAMCA and SAVVA are putting in a lot of their time dealing 

with proposed legislation for old cars and their roadworthiness, and left-had-drive cars. This may be 

reported on elsewhere in this magazine or in your centre newsletter, but it will affect every one of us and we 

must all respond accordingly and as requested in order to make ourselves heard. Don't be blasé about it - 

you'll end up taking your car for a roadworthy every year! 

Until the next time, lots of happy and safe motoring. 

KZN 
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Memories of December 2010 will be clouded by rain or the threat of rain but we are a hardy bunch and we  

enjoyed the Tour of 1000 Hills organised by Dave Van Der Westhuizen. Many of us Durbanites saw areas 

around Inchanga that we never knew existed. Inchanga was always just the half-way mark of the Comrades 

Marathon but there are lovely farm-like areas with a distinctly English countryside feel. The convoy of 

Triumphs looked very at home in the surroundings.  

The afternoon was spent in Debbie and Dave's delightful home at the top of Fields Hill. Our gracious 

hostess had prepared chilled Sangria which rapidly disappeared down parched throats while the braai fires 

were manned and a feast prepared, accompanied by the bring and share salads.  

This run/braai looks to become an annual fixture and it was much appreciated by the members attending.     

January's run was to Nagle dam and the previous day's rain was replaced by an old fashioned Durban heat 

wave. The drive to the dam was punctuated by slow weaving through the steamy by-products of the herds of 

Nguni cattle which formed mobile chicanes, intimidating those in open cars when passing by the 'business-

end'. 

Ian MacDonald provided a canoe and David Blair a fully equipped deep sea ski-boat for all to enjoy. 

The lush shade of the massive trees kept the temperature bearable and a braai again supplied sustenance. Ex 

KZN stalwart, Terry Murphy, was a surprise visitor and we enjoyed hearing his news. 

There  was a stretch of rough dirt road which required careful negotiating and route selection but the rugged 

Triumphs managed with only the occasional thump as an exhaust or diff made contact. 

I was in my TR3 and left the side screens in place and put the hood up for the long climb out of the valley at 

departure time. The sun was still beating down mercilessly and I did not need another dose of UV rays. Oh 

Dear! With only the tiny sliding window for ventilation, Rosemary and I suffered the sweatbox effect as we 

followed the convoy out. I have since discovered that removing the side screens and driving with the hood in 

place is a much better solution for our local summer conditions.   

We are pleased to announce that a Mk3 Spitfire has bucked the trend and been imported from the UK by 

Bing Bowden who has also joined us with his wife. We look forward to seeing this little beauty (car I mean). 

Dave Van der Westhuizen's TR6 is still in pieces but is progressing steadily. 

Big news is that after 14 years at the German Club for our Noggins we are moving to Westville Country 

Club from March 2011.  

A contingent of wannabe racers is planning to attend the East London Grand Prix Commemoration on 11,12 

and 13th November. 

Rosemary and I attended the Zwartkops Classic weekend on 28th and 29th January. Debbie Tyldesley and 

Dave VD Westhuizen were also there. 

What a thrill to be able to get into the Pits on practise and race day. All the drivers we met were so friendly  

and Cobus Wiese was quite happy to pose for video and photographs. They had to remove the seat of the 

GSM Dart which he was driving in the celebrity race so that he could fit in the car!    

Such a disappointment that no Triumph cars took part!     MG's were well represented and one Austin Healy 

braved the circuit. 

A new Committee has been elected and we are looking forward to the challenge of organising Nationals in 

2014! 

Chairman.                         David Blai 

Registrar.                          Andy Le Roux 

Secretary.                         Darryl Hurter 

Treasurer.                          Phillip De Kock 

Editor.                               Debbie Tyldesley  

Event/Run Co/ordinator       Dave Van Der 

Westhuizen    

Regalia                             Shirley Lambiris 

PORT ELIZABETH 
 

Well, the holidaymakers have come and gone and 

thanks to some good rains during the festive season 

our dams maintained a steady, combined average 
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level of 34%. Although we also had floods in some Eastern Cape areas, PE is still in the grip of severe 

drought and heat waves with water restrictions still in place but that will not prevent us from praying for 

rain. 

As previously reported, we had our AGM last November, so here is the promised photo of our 2011 Centre 

Committee:  

 

Our annual awards evening took place during November in the new conference centre at the German Club, 

overlooking the pool area.  Yvonne and Deon de Kock excelled themselves in decorating the venue; the best 

awards evening to date! “Many thanks to both of you, once again!”  Apart from the 2010 Concours awards 

already reported on, the other rewards were: 

Bob Pretorius (Spitfire Mk IV) – Concours Car of the 

Day 

Dave Patten (TR2) – Concours Car of the Day: ABSA 

Currie Cup Run 

Roger Sutton (Stag) – Most Improved Car 

Mile Vermaak – Most Enthusiastic Lady 

Bob Pretorius – Bruce Puttergill Award: “Somebody 

that is an example for others to follow.” 

Dave Patten – Chairman’s Award: “For excellent 

service to the club.” 

Daria Sheard – Victrix Ludorum Award:  “Scoring 

most clubwoman’s points.” 

Bob Pretorius – Victor Ludorum Award: “Scoring most 

clubman’s points.” 

Deon de Kock – “Vaalste Japie Award: “Club member making the biggest or most Triumph related mishaps 

or boo-boos during the year!”  

The “Vaalste Japie” is a new award and Deon really “deserved” it! Full report with motivations was 

published in our Fergie newsletter, dated January 2011.  
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Should you not have received a copy; the following e-mail address will forward the specific published 

article with the “greatest of pleasure!” Contact beyersvermaak@gmail.com  

 

Our last outing in December, the “Go Big” Summer Car Show, was unfortunately cancelled due to bad 

weather. As January is always our “siesta month” no official events were planned but six of us attended an 

MG club event. This took the form of a brunch at the picturesque Island nature reserve. The highlight of the 

event was Deon’s sweet revenge on the MG club when one of their members requested us to push-start his 

MG to the surprise and disgust of their chairman, Terry Estment! Terry was a main contributor to Deon’s 

“Vaalste Japie” award!  

Our first 2011 noggin took place on 7 February at the EPVCC clubhouse and we had a record attendance of 

27! Trust it will rub off on our events as well, come on guys! As our centre do not allocate club points to 

unofficial events which was a sensitive point with some members, Mile Vermaak surprised everyone when 

she presented a TSCC-PE Ambassador’s Trophy to the club. This trophy is awarded to members who act as 

ambassadors in representing and promoting the PE Centre and the Triumph marque, especially at motor 

shows and inter-club events. The first club points were already awarded to members whom attended the 

George Old Car Show. 

The George Old Car Show took place 12-13 Feb and a number of members from our Centre attended. Deon 

de Kock (SpitfireMk2), Rob Elliot (TR7) Jon Rademan (TR7 Spider), Carl Butlion (Spitfire 1500), 

Heinz&Paula Koncki (TR6) and Beyers&Mile Vermaak (MGB GT, sadly the TR3A still with upholsterer.) 

On our run from PE to George and back, we were joined by Dave Lugg and Derek Rudd all the way from 

Natal in a TR3! The CPT members joined us again, in full force, thus totalling 22 Triumphs at our stand plus 

a lonely Chicane amongst the other cars making it 23! A record for the show, well done guys!!!!  Again 

we had three Chairmen present at the show; this time round Gerhard Vorster joined Deon and Tom. It was a 

magic weekend with lots of socialising and “karretjie” talk! There were lots of potential new members who 

already own Triumphs; so lots of follow-up work ahead of us! Many thanks once again to Heinz for all his 

hard work in making the show a great success! Note: Photos of the 2010 and 2011 George Old Car Show 

can be accessed on our website www.tsccpe.co.za. Check it out!!!!!!! 

On the motoring front, Deon de Kock’s TR4 had a respray, engine and gearbox rebuilt and once again 

“nearly” completed! Beyers Vermaak’s TR3A project is with the upholsterer and also once again “nearly” 

completed! Jean de May eventually found a Triumph and bought the ex- Frikkie Viljoen TR6 from a non 

club member. Jon Rademan acquired a Triumph 1300 FWD from Knysna for his son David. Dad and Son 

already started restoring it. Roger Sutton acquired a Stag Mk1 from JHB for restoration, including an E-type 

Jag! Heinz Koncki discovered a nearly complete BRG TR2, stored in a container in someone’s backyard for 

many years! He already imported some parts. Dave Patten is busy fitting an overdrive to his immaculate 

TR2. 

Future Events; 

20 March – Centre’s Concours at the German Club. 

16 April – Centre’s 30th Anniversary: Nostalgic “1st run” to Hankey and back, followed by dinner at the 

Hunters Retreat Hotel where the very first meeting took place. 

That’s all for now folks! 

Please Note: You’re welcome to read or download our monthly Fergie newsletter on our website 

www.tsccpe.co.za 

Kind regards, 

Beyers Vermaak 

 

Pretoria  
 
The Pretoria Triumph Club turns 30 this year, and I am particularly pleased to be in the chair at this great 

time. 

mailto:beyersvermaak@gmail.com
http://www.tsccpe.co.za/
http://www.tsccpe.co.za/
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Our year has gotten off to a great start with our new home at the MG/Triumph clubhouse. I am referring to 

this venue as the MG/Triumph clubhouse, and not only as the MG clubhouse, as with the permission and 

enthusiasm of the MG guys, we are “participating”, not just being a tenant at the clubhouse. We have some 

Triumph posters and other Triumph paraphernalia on the walls and it all looks good. We trust this will be 

our permanent home into the foreseeable future. 

 

Our Triumph Valentine run to Askari was a great success, with invitations including the MG guys as well. 

We had some 81 combined members participating, and this to my knowledge is the largest run we have had 

in years. 

Our next biggie is our 30th Anniversary run to KaapscheHoop (Ja, ons gaan Kaap toe.) KaapscheHoop town 

is 270 kms away from PTA, just outside Nelspruit in Mpumalanga, and we have organized a great weekend, 

and of course invited our Jo’burg forefathers and our MG friends to join in the fun. 

KaapscheHoop is a quiet old settlement established in 1872 and similar to Pilgrim’s rest died out soon after 

the “Fools Gold Rush”. Nevertheless the old buildings have been well maintained and it is just an old 

nostalgic place. 

So yes 30 years for Pretoria, and I now hand over to Nols Pienaar, member no.1. of the Pretoria Triumph 

Sports Car Club. 

 

Regards 

Bill Flynn 

 

For the record it was originally known as Duiwels Kantoor when gold was panned in a spruit that ran 

through the settlement that caused the town plans to be changed. The name seems to have been changed 

to KaapscheHoop in 1882. With the advent of the Barberton Gold Fields the panning of alluvial gold lost 

its allure. However Crocodilite Asbestos was discovered & the town’s activity centred on Asbestos until 

well into the 1980’s. In fact the mining Company KaapseHoops Asbestos still is a registered company 

today, but is inactive. 

Ed 

 

THIRTY YEARS AND COUNTING... 

February is a special month for our club, but this year it is very special. The Pretoria Triumph Sports Car 

Club / Sportmotorklub was established in February 1981, now exactly 30 years ago. As you read this, please 

pause for a moment and imagine that you are raising a glass as a toast in celebration of this great event. 

When I moved to Pretoria from the Eastern Cape in January 1980, as an existing TSCC member I joined the 

Johannesburg Centre because there was no local centre. Other Pretoria Triumph owners who belonged to 

Jo’burg at the time included Marius Labuschagne, Derek Heath, Ray Hauptfleisch and Rory Dreyer. I soon 

discovered many more Triumph sports car owners in Pretoria, especially Spitfire owners, but could not 

convince them to join the club because they did not fancy the idea of travelling south of the Jukskei for a 

noggin and events. 
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 I then toyed with the idea of a local Pretoria branch of the Jo’burg centre and discussed the idea with Alan 

Grant, our president, who suggested that we rather go for a fully-fledged ‘independent’ local Pretoria centre. 

A number of us, there could have been twenty people or so present,  

including Alan Grant, John Dobbins, and Rene de Villiers from Johannesburg, got together at the Pretoria 

Old Boys Club in Lynnwood. 

Alan chaired the meeting and appointed Derek Heath to serve as chairman and myself as secretary and 

treasurer until such time that we could arrange an AGM later in the year in order to elect a committee. Our 

noggins during the first year of our existence were held at the same venue. 

The decision to go for an own centre was vindicated when we look at the figures: after 3 months we signed 

up 30 members and a year after our formation we already 

boasted more than 50 members on our books.   

The display of Triumphs that we organised thanks to the initiative of Derek Heath at the Sunny Park 

shopping mall in Sunnyside was a great success as a public relations exercise because that did a great deal to 

establish an awareness and also attracted good local press coverage.  
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NATIONALS REGISTRATION FORM  

TO BE REMOVED FROM SABRINA 
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PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM IN 

BLOCK LETTERS 

 

 

PLEASE WHEN MAKING DEPOSITS ADD 

TWO ZEROS TO THE BRANCH NUMBER 
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SO GET READY FOR THE NATIONALS
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At the first inter-club Concours with Jo’burg we gave a good account of ourselves but the the real test came 

in June 1982 when we hosted the second inter-club event and managed to get 72 Triumphs together on 

display: 36 from Pretoria and 36 from Jo’burg. Those were years of great enthusiasm among our members 

that were characterised by members entering their cars in a Concours without us having to beg them to do 

so.  

Over the years we went from strength to strength and as a club made a difference to the Triumph sports car 

club movement in South Africa. Not only have we hosted three national gatherings but also we managed to 

organise the three largest gatherings of Triumphs and club members in South Africa to date. Our 10th 

anniversary at Unisa in 1991 consisted of a motorcade of Triumphs through Pretoria of no less than 150 

cars. We also organised the 75th anniversary of Triumph cars in South Africa and managed to get 254 

Triumphs on display at Swartkop Airforce Base in 1998.   

Our club’s 25th anniversary in 2006 was a jolly festive affair at the Voortrekker Monument and we again 

managed the support of members past and present consisting of 150 club people in 109 Triumphs.                                   

We are again hosting the inter-club Concours with Jo’burg in August this year and it will really be great if 

our members can treat us to a very good support and attendance. Can I hope for a minimum of 30 Triumphs 

in our anniversary year? One for every year? Think about it!      Nols Pienaar.  

 

30th Birthday celebrations at MG/Triumph Clubhouse, 

February 2011. 
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Of COURSE it’s concours 

 
Despite all the fuss last year around Concours in November Cape Town decided to hold a Concours event, 

something that they had not done for several years. 

In doing so they decreed that it should be a fun event and decided not to have a Concours d’Etat class but 

instead introduced a Pride of Ownership Class in addition to d’Elegance. 

From all reports this new class was a great success & was enjoyed by all. 

Therefore for what it’s worth here is their score sheet to give you some ideas. 

 

 
PRIDE of OWNERSHIP MARK SHEET 

 

Number Entrants Name Car type Reg No Recorded Mileage 

  
 

   

 

 

 Comments  

Presentation 

Points to look for, photographs of the cars life the 

longer the better, not just rebuilds but picks of events 

etc. 

Quality of potted history write up.  

Documentation, history folder. 

Tidiness and layout of display material. 

Layout of tools and interior equipment hats gloves 

maps period accessories etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Max 20 

 

   

Pride shown by owners 

Judges will talk to the owners for a couple of minutes  

We are looking for an owner who needs to be stopped 

expressing the finer points of his/her car. Owner not 

present - zero! 

 

 

 

 

 

Max 20 

 

   

General cleanliness 

The cleaner the better NOT CONDITION, try to 

avoid marking cars on condition 

 

 

 

 

Wheels                                    Max   5     

Bodywork                                Max 10  

Engine bay                                Max 10  

Interior                                     Max 10  

Overall impression Max 10  

 

   

Usage 

Daily driver, Sunday runs or show car.  Annual 

 

Max 15 
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mileage? 

 
 

 

Judges comments 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 Judges Name Signature 

1  

 

 

2  

 

 

 

 
 

From the bookshelf.  
 
The latest Classics Monthly features a 6 page TR4 Drivers guide but the most interesting item is the launch 

of their new website. The first Video issue on the website is of the 4 year rebuild of a Triumph Vitesse 

condensed into just 4 minutes. See it on www.classicsmonthly.com. 

 

THE GREMLINS 
 

During the first week in January I received an E-Mail from Gertjan van der Klashorst in Belgium that 

besides wishing me a good 2011 stated that he was pleased to hear that at last I had got rid of the 

Gremlins from my TR8. 

 Now this got me thinking and one thing led to another. 

 Firstly how many of you know the reality of Gremlins, and no it is not as told in the 1980’s Movie of that 

name? 

Why even Dennis Cook blames his TR6’s problems on Gremlins. 

 I was at the time short of an idea for the March cover & it suddenly became apparent that I had the 

solution. 

 

Now you will all have heard of the Author Roald Dahl, but how many are you aware that he resigned from 

the British Diplomatic Corps just before WWII & joined the RAF. There he flew Spitfires & became a 

Flight Lieutenant, before being grounded as the result of a crash landing. 

http://www.classicsmonthly.com/
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This coincided with the British Government needing to woo America (who at this stage was not in the War) 

& transferred him to the British Embassy in Washington, 

still as a serving RAF officer. 

Now since he had plenty of idle time he took up writing 

& used for his first book the theme, taken from RAF 

slang for any problem that beset an aircraft, GREMLINS. 

Gremlins were small (about 75mm tall) peace loving, 

timid people who lived a contented life, unseen by 

Humans, in the then dense forests that still covered much 

of the British Isles. 

With the advent of war there was a huge demand for 

Airfields & where was it decided to build these, but on 

land reclaimed from the forests.  

So arrived the construction crews with their bulldozers 

and soon many Gremlins were homeless as their villages 

were uprooted. 

These displaced communities met and decided that the 

airplanes & the men who flew them were their enemy & 

they must be destroyed. 

Now there were several species of Gremlin, ground 

dwellers, high altitude Gremlins (Spandules), Aquatic 

Gremlins. Female Gremlins ( Fifinellas) & baby 

Gremlins (Widgets). 

So they began their war with all means at their disposal. 

Their activities are clearly depicted in the front cover 

picture. They concentrated on fighter planes & fighter 

pilots. The Pilots began to attribute any failure of their aircraft to Gremlins and of course the mechanics & 

senior (non flying) officers branded them as having gone mental.  

Only Pilots of course could see Gremlins. 

Following the capture & befriending of a senior Gremlin by an Ace pilot.  

It was discovered that Gremlins had a penchant for postage stamps. So with the promise of restoration of 

their homes & a plentiful supply of postage stamps the Gremlins became willing & helpful workers on the 

airfields & repairing the fighters. 

Now Dahl told his story to the author Somerset Maugham, who at the time was also seconded to the British 

Embassy. Maugham was active in Hollywood and showed the story to Walt Disney. He immediately 

contacted Dahl & commenced work on an animated Movie. 

He even produced a book of the Movie. 

However before the it was finished Pearl Harbour occurred & America entered the war.  
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It would incomprehensible in the mood of that time for Disney to produce a film about heroic British pilots 

& so the film was scrapped.  

Amazingly so was the book with only a short print run being produced.  

Such was the antipathy that you will find no mention of either book or the film in any Walt Disney reference 

work.  

Why even Dahl only found a copy of the book in the mid 70’s and had to pay  

£ 275.  

In 2002 some publisher discovered the book after 60 years & republished it This new book is 

obviously made by scanning an original since the pictures are nowhere as clear and colourful as 

the original.  

How can I say that?  

Why, because I have both editions, with the original being a Christmas present to me in 1943. 

 

So there you have an explanation for the cover of this Sabrina and the next time you blame a 

problem with your Triumph on Gremlins you will know their true origin. Thank you Gertjan 

for reminding me and maybe they have left my 8 because I have started putting postage 

stamps on my dashboard. 

Maybe you all should take the hint (Especially those of you with Spitfires).  

Eric Fletcher  

 

A TRIP SUGGESTION 

               

This report from Donald McDonald while not being Triumph related is however to my mind of interest & 

should perhaps be considered for a TRIUMPH outing. Ed 

 

Lethoso Highlands Water Project    by   Donald McDonald. 

 

Following on the SAVVA National Tour based in Fouriesburg in which I participated, I drove into Lesotho 

to visit the Lethoso Highlands Water Project, in particular the Katse Dam. The road traverses three mountain 

passes, the highest being 3090m.(10138ft.) The Austin was in second and third gears for ten km. both going 

up and down. I passed several of Roger Pierce’s group on their way out. They had stayed overnight at the 

Orion Katse Lodge. 

 I was told it was a three-hour drive to the Katse information centre but with the odd stop it took closer to 

four hours. Tours commence at 11h00 and I was late but being the only visitor it didn’t mater and having the 

competent tour guide to myself was a big advantage. This was my first tour of a major dam wall and I found 

it very interesting and impressive. The Katse dam is one of only thirty double curvature concrete arch dams 

in the world, one of ten in terms of volume and the highest in Africa at 2032m. The wall is 185m. high, 

710m. long, 60m. thick at the base and 9m. at the top. I was told that during construction cement was 

transported by road from a specially constructed rail siding at Ficksburg at the rate of one truck every ten 

minutes!! hard to believe.  
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There are fourteen access galleries along the length of the wall with facilities for measuring movement and 

water seepage plus provision for applying grout in event of excess seepage. There is a second dam, the 

Mohale Dam. This is a concrete faced rock fill embankment dam. The wall is 145m. high, 620m. long, 

600m. thick at the base and 10m. at the top. The volume of compacted rock is 7,8 mil. cubic metres. The two 

dams are linked by a 31km, 4,5m dia tunnel. This allows equalization of the water levels in both dams and 

the supply of water to the Katse dam, the source of the water supply to RSA. Water supply to RSA is by 

gravity, firstly to the Muela hydroelectric power station generating Lethoso’s power needs. Then there is the 

15km delivery tunnel south to the RSA border and the 22km tunnel North to the Ash River outfall just north 

of Clarens. From the Ash River water flows to the Liebenbergs Vlei and the Wilge River into the Vaal Dam  

The Orion Hotel Group operate the Katse Lodge and a second lodge at the Mohale  Dam. There are a variety 

of activities offered such as fishing, boating and hiking There are also other places, Lephufong Lodge (Place 

Of The Eland), Ts’ehlonyane National Park, Likileng Lodge and Bokong Nature Reserve. I brought useful 

literature back should any one be interested. 

 

THE TRIP TO THE GEORGE SHOW 
The George old car show is reported to be the largest car show in SA. 

This year saw 950 cars on display with entrants from as far away as the Limpopo. As for quality, restored 

cars were of the highest standard and those in original condition had been meticulously looked after in the 

intervening years. 

There were two entrants from the South Coast. A beautifully restored Riley 1.5 and ourselves in aTR3. The 

owner of the Riley was thinking of selling after being offered R120, 000 by two overseas visitors.  

One from Australia and one from Holland.  

Another entrant with a superb Volvo 122S was considering selling after being offered R100, 000. He would 

also be paid to convert it to a LHD. 

As for our round trip of 2400 km. We left Tweni (S/coast) at 5.00am on Thursday in short sleeves. At 

Kokstad we donned jackets gloves hoods etc. (you know what we look like). From Umtata we drove through 

light rain and mist to Grahamstown and from Grahamstown to PE sun, a very pleasant trip. 

Friday morning 10.30am we departed for George with two Spitties, a TR7. a TR7 Spider and a MGBGT. 

The weather could not have been better, sunny and hot the whole weekend. Some times too hot resulting in 

sun burn despite copious applications of block-out. On our way back to PE Deon in his Spitty was actually 

praying for rain. 

Monday 5.00am we left PE. Arriving home at 3.30pm, with glorious weather all the way. 

Did we have any highlights of the trip (or lowlights)? 

At Grahamstown an arrogant traffic cop accused us of altering the license disc. Derek had to bite his tongue 

after being told twice too shut up, even though he was not speaking to the cop . 

He wanted to spend the weekend in George not Grahamstown jail 
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Then for some reason the points closed up resulting in a loss of performance, which initially we put down to 

altitude. Replacing the points in George restored full power. On exiting Knysna a pin in the accelerator 

linkage broke, 

The PE lads came to the rescue with a far superior replacement. 

The highlights. The show was brilliant, the company excellent. The braai at the showground’s on Saturday 

evening one of the best we have attended. Seeing 22 superbly presented Triumphs on show the Icing on the 

cake. 

Would we do it again? Definitely. Not next year as we have the nationals in Plet around the same time.  

  Once more many thanks to Deon, his wife Yvonne and the P.E. lads who made our weekend so 

memorable. 

Also the C.T. lads who kept on inviting us for braais and "coffee". 

 

Dave Lugg & Derick Rudd 

LUCAS WIRING COLOUR GUIDE 
Taken from the Triumph Experience Library & produced by Chris Kantearjiev & Skye Poier of The 

Dimebank Garage. 

The major colour groups are:- 
MAIN    PURPOSE 

Brown     Live all the time, unfused 

Purple    Live at all time,fused 

White     Live when ignition on,unfused 

Green    Live when ignition ,fused. 

Colour codes comply with BS-AU7a.They may not apply to older cars in all aspects. 

MAIN TRACER  PURPOSE 

Black     All earth connection 

Black  Brown  Tachometer generator to tachometer 

Black  Blue   Tachometer generator to tachometer 

Black  Red   Electric or Electronic speedo to sensor 

Black  Purple  Temp switch to warning light 

Black  Green  Relay to radiator fan motor 

Black  Light   Vacuum brake switch or brake differential   

Green  pressure valve to warning light or buzzer 

Black  White   Brake fluid warning light to switch & handbrake switch Black 

 Yellow  Electric Speedo 

Black  Orange  Radiator fan motor to thermal switch 

Blue     Lighting switch (head) to dip switch 

Blue  Brown  Headlamp relay to headlamp fuse. 

Blue  Red  Dip switch to headlamp dip beam fuseto RH dip headlamp 

Blue  Light   Headlamp wiper motor to headlamp wash 

  Green  pump motor 

Blue  White   a. Dip switch to headlamp main beam fuse. 

     b. Headlamp flasher to main beam fuse 

     c. Dip switch main beam warning light 

     d. Dip switch to driving light switch 
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 What you see may not be what you get  
Dennis Cook has submitted this thought provoking discourse on TR specifications. It is I think 

guaranteed to get d’Etat judges very hot under the collar & I think proves something that I said last year, 

that South African Triumphs are essentially mongrels and cannot be judged by Bill Piggott’s 

specifications. Ed 

 

What is an original South African produced TR?  

 

About a decade ago I corresponded 
with an engineer (John Downie) who 
was the erstwhile production manager 
at Motor Assemblies Limited (MAL) in 
Jacobs (Durban) during the time that 
they assembled TR’s as well as many 
other vehicles. I gained some 
interesting information about the local 
manufacture, but realized that there is 
little certainty of information about 
locally produced TR’s and many questions  will forever remain unanswered ; 
particularly if one is tackling the thorny issue of authenticity at Concours. 
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What we gathered from him is the following; 
 
The production of TR2 and 3’s commenced at Motor Assemblies Limited in Jacobs, 
in October 1955, continuing until October 1958 when it was temporarily suspended.  
In all 978 units were built during this time which bear the local job number prefixed 
by TR from 1 to 978. Some units were built with hard tops, whereas others were 
fitted only with soft tops. The production records show which is which. He stated that 
the reason for the suspension of production was that sales were poor and many 
units were built up and put into storage for many months awaiting buyers. In 
February 1961 production recommenced with another 72 units being built from 
February 1963, with job numbers TR 979- 1050. Although he makes no mention of 
this, I suspect that production also stopped because of the major retooling of the 
bodies back in the UK from chassis No.60000.  It seems apparent that even the 
later MAL  job numbers will be prior to the retooled bodies- that is built to old spec. 
John has(had?) the production ledgers from MAL in his possession although he 
stated that these records were kept primarily for customs declaration.  There is no 
separate record of the build of TR’s and the TR jobs are interspersed with records of 
all the other cars. From these records he could, however, identify the exact date of 
build of any of the locally assembled cars. In the case of my TR 3A; which has job 
number TR842, I know that it was despatched from the plant in July 1958 with a 
hardtop. There was no record kept of the paint colours, but what Colin could state 
with certainty is that the colour and trim specifications differed from the UK models, 
and the colours used on the paint line were those which were being used at the time 
to paint various other British and American motorcars including MGA’s, which were 
assembled alongside the TR’s.  
Unfortunately for the registrar, owners, and others (yes-you judges) no records were 
kept of engine and chassis numbers and he stated that “engines were not 
necessarily mated to the designated chassis”. He further went on to say that they 
were already pursuing a localisation programme with batteries, tyres glass and 
interior trim being localised during the production run.  My car was originally trimmed 
in a brown vinyl which he stated was called Tobacco Brown and was used 
extensively for many years on the cars being assembled by MAL. 
 
Owners of locally assembled cars would have noticed a couple of small aluminium 
tags riveted to the  firewall of the engine bay. These tags were used to keep track of 
the progress of the bodies through the paint shop and should, ideally, have been 
removed after painting. Since, however, this would have left a small unpainted spot 
they were left in place. 
 
When I purchased my TR3A on 1971, it was trimmed in this Tobacco Brown, and 
had certain trim bits, including seats, from the earlier TR3. John stated that it was 
not uncommon to take bits out of the parts bin in the case of damage or shortage. 
He also stated that, because of local production, the backboards of the TR3A would 
have been stitched rather than di- electrically welded. 
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Whilst I have no proof of it, I believe from viewing many of member’s cars, that none 
of the local cars had the crackle black centre gauge panel either. 
 
In conclusion: the only thing that can be stated with certainty about the originality of 
locally produced TR2/3’s is the date on which they left the factory floor and whether 
they had a soft or a hardtop. When confronted with this lack of information, those 
who regularly judge side screen cars at Nationals and regional concours have 
adopted th 
e view that all cars will be judged on the British standard espoused by Robson, 
Piggott et al. Like it or leave it. Dennis Cook 
 

FOR SALE.  

 

JENNY IRELANDS TR4A 

She has just had an R10700.00 service and I just wanted to give her a run now and the clutch seems 

"flat"! . She was serviced by Classic Cars Workshop someone called Gary. I have the detailed 

invoice. 

I also have all the workshop manuals, spares, and boxes of "stuff”! A photograph album of her 

stages of restoration that is really amazing. We bought her in boxes as such, she really only came as 

a metal blob! If anyone of the "old school" is still in the Club they will remember her. The only 

name I remembered from the owner’s details today was Roger Robeck. 

She is in excellent condition. 

Best regards, 

Jenny Ireland. T: +27 21 527 3000 | M: +27 823290180 F: + 27 21 551 5489 E: 

amber.ireland@effem.com 
 

 

 

 

mailto:amber.ireland@effem.com
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 2 brand new front overriders for TR3A. at R480.00 each ex Durban 

Contact Dave Lugg at 0722211440. 

 

Now here is something that really tells us all to beware that “all that glisters is not gold” 

How many of us read the Auction sales figures in the overseas magazines and think that is what my Triumph 

is worth TO ME if I sell it overseas? 

Well in January’s TR Register magazine is this Auction costing detail. 

A Concours winning TR3A sold for  

£32,000. However to this must be added the buyers premium of 15% VAT & the sellers fee of 20% + VAT. 

The buyer therefore paid £37,640 of which the Auction House got £11,200. 

So the seller only received £24,480. 

So the question needs to be asked as to what benefit the seller achieved using the Auction House & 

conversely what benefit the buyer achieved. 

The moral seems to be that one must get all financial details from the Auction House before putting your car 

in their hands. 

 

WANTED 
 

Louis Louw 084 605 2794 

Is looking for a Stag. 

Louis.louw@easylink.co.za 

 

 
 
WHAT CAR IS THIS?  
Name the Make. 

Name the Model. 

Give the engine size. 

Where was it made & when? 

See the answer in the June Sabrina. 

Yes it does have Triumph DNA. 

Beware 

 it is not what you may think it is. 

mailto:Louis.louw@easylink.co.za
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DECEMBERS MYSTERY CAR 
 
Unfortunately I have been unable to 

find too many photographs of 

December’s mystery car but its 

provenance is not the usual. 

The car is a Standard Herald & was 

produced in 1961 by the Standard 

Motor Products of Madras India.  
It was remodeled in 1970 & renamed 

the Standard Gazel, having 4 doors & 

the Triumph Toledo rear axle. At the 

rear the taillights were rectangular & 

fitted horizontally. Inside the front 

bucket seats were replaced with a 

bench seat. As with all Indian Standard 

Motors cars they all (except the 8) 

were powered by the 948cc Standard 

Triumph engine. The Gazel stayed in production until 1978. 

 
Strangely from 1985 t0 1987 the company produced the Standard 2000 that was effectively a Rover SD1 but 

powered by the 2 Litre Standard Vanguard engine.  
 
TR7 V8 Terry’s TR7 UPDATE 
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I have no idea who Terry is. This article comes obviously from KZN & results from my scratching for 

articles in my “Rag Bag” it is dated September 2007 if that helps to identify the Author. Or is it possibly 

Terry Murphy? 

Ed. 

Gear Ratio. 

The original 2.0l engine had been replaced with a Rover 3.5l V8 by the previous owner & brought with its 

own problems.  

The gear ratio was making the car unpleasant to drive. Since first was too low I constantly used 2nd to start 

off, rather than burn rubber on the rear wheels. 

Most 7’s at 120kph are running at 3,000rpm in 5th .My Tr7 V8 was running at 5,500 & hence was not very 

economical. Since both the standard 5speed TR7 & TR8 use the same gearbox the problem had to be the diff 

ratio. 

The standard diff ratio for a TR7 is 3.90:1, 3.45:1 for a 4 speed & 3.08:1 for an Automatic & TR8. This will 

mean changing the Crown Wheel & Pinion shaft available fro the UK at a price. 

Knowing this I thought simple & consulted the Auto Digest. There I found that both the 3.0l Cortina & Chev 

Commodore used 3.08:1 with the Chev 4100 having an even better 2.92:1. 

Simply pull out the crown wheel & pinion & stack any of the above, what a pleasure! 

After much investigation & procrastination I dropped out the entire rear suspension assembly. After 4 

months of fiddling & having bought both a Cortina & Chev 4100 diff I was no closer to resolving the issue. 

Both of these diffs were wider & their hanger brackets were different. To keep the car as original as possible 

the idea was to only alter the guts of the original diff. The banjo housings could be swapped but the problem 

was that the side shaft splines differed & hence would not marry to either the Ford or Chev planetary gears. 

With their different pitch neither were the planetary gears compatible. 

I sought expert advice & was told that for R11, 000 (2007 Rand) they could alter or build a diff to my 

specification. 

The cheapest option would be to import the crown wheel & shaft from Rimmmer Bros who offered all the 

above-mentioned ratios. However Brenda had contacted S&S who had a good second hand 2.84:1 ratio- 

what a find. 

On arrival it bolted straight into place and I took it off to a reputable gearbox & diff shop for them to check 

for backlash & excessive free place. Their verdict was perfect & no adjustments needed, so the whole rears 

suspension was refitted to the car. 

I had experienced driving a V8 with Automatic gearbox, but it is a totally different experience with a 5-

speed manual. All the gears are now being used and at 120kph only 2,400rpm is used. A recent club run to 

Clarens saw the saw fuel consumption as the 2.0l TR7’s. Granted I was tootling along at the rear of the pack. 
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There was one other stumbling block & that was to loosen the 1and 7/8-inch pinion shaft nut. This nut is 

recessed within the diff nose cone making it impossible for an open-end spanner, ring spanner or socket to 

be used. A specifically designed tool is required. If a socket could be used you would have to some how 

hold onto the pinion gears which is not advised. 

I eventually bought a drop forged 1&7/8 open end/ring spanner, which I cut up & rewelded the ends to get it 

to fit. The spanner was then inserted over the nut & strapped to the diff housing in order to hold the nut in 

place. A bar was bolted to the drive flange inserted onto the pinion shaft splines and the pinion shaft 

unwound from the nut. 

For assembly the process was reversed. 

Any one wanting to remove their pinion shaft nut will have to contact me for this specially designed Murphy 

product. 

    Cost of Crown Wheel & Pinion Shaft R 2,476.65 

    Postage             1,200.00 

    Spanner        301.42 

     TOTAL      R3,978.07 

 

Edrose Sunroof. 

 

On the recent Clarens trip the Chairman & I set off to Bethlehem to get spares for the clutch slave cylinder. 

En route we decided to see how the gear ratio conversion performed.  

Well at an undisclosed speed the Edrose sunroof decided to part company with the car. A new one from 

Rimmers would cost R3,961.21. Shays Auto Trimmers in Pinetown replaced the damaged material section 

for R1,500. 

 An expensive trip to Bethlehem. 

 

Front Shock Absorbers. 

The front shocks were in desperate need of replacement. Si I took samples to Telaflo in Westmead, an 

Armstrong supplier, but was unsuccessful in matching up a pair. I eventually reverted to James Davidson 

from Suspension Solution in Gauteng who supplied a pair to the exact specification for R893.76. 

 

Rear Shock Absorbers 

These were replaced by Debbie the lovely lass fro Telaflo in Westmead, part number Armstrong 300270 and 

only R265.62. 

 

Coil Springs 

These had collapsed on both front & rear. They were reset to the correct specifications by Stableride off the 

Umgeni road for R350.00 
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Gearbox Mounting. 

 

The other night on the way home from a Noggin, on the N13, I went through a sharp dip in the road when 

suddenly there was a vibration throughout the car. I battled to select gears & once engaged there was a loud 

bearing noise. 

I nursed the car home & next day put it on stands. 

With the advice of our Chairman I discovered that the bolt that goes through the rear gearbox-mounting 

rubber into the gearbox, was missing. On inspection it was apparent that it had been missing for some time. 

The gearbox had jumped and was now lying at an angle causing the stiff gear selection, bearing whine & 

vibration. 

The threads in the gearbox were  

Stripped and therefore a coarse thread bolt was used and new thread tapped into the box after these repairs & 

re-alignment of the box there were no more funny noises. 

 

Brakes 

The previous owner had replaced the front calipers with those from a Ford Cortina. These had bolted 

straight on requiring no mods other than bending the brake piping to mate with them. Since these calipers 

have bigger brake pads theoretically the car should have better braking. 

 

This article uses only 2007 prices and I believe contains a useful moral for those attempting changing 

major part specs. 

Ed 

 
TECHNICAL TIP 
  
There are quite a lot in this issue 

The first tip I believe emanates fro the South African Veteran & Vintage Association but comes to us 

courtesy of Gino Casieri. 

                        

SAVVA Technical Tip No 45 – Rust Penetrants 

 

Many of us have had/still have the problem of trying to remove rusted nuts off bolts - and it was often a case 

of which product to use!   One can purchase rust penetration oils from most hardware stores or one can try 

Coke or Vinegar etc. (Coke Cola that is – not the product from Bogota).  

 However someone in the U.S. has investigated various products and for what it’s worth the following were 

the results: 

 

The Machinist’s Workshop magazine actually tested various penetrants for break out  

Torque on rusted nuts with significant results! They arranged a subjective test of all the popular penetrants 

with the control being the torque required to remove the nut from a “scientifically rusted” environment. 

 

Results: 

 

Penetrating Oil     Average Load 

 

No oil       516 pounds 

WD 40       238 “ 

PB Blaster      214 “ 

Liquid Wrench     127 “ 

Kano Kroil      106 “ 

ATF / Acetone mix     53 “ 
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The Automatic Transmission Fluid (ATF) - Acetone mix was a “home brew” mix of 50-50 ATF fluid and 

acetone. 

 

Note:  the “home brew” was better than the commercial products in this particular test.  

A local machinist group mixed a batch and all now use it with equally good results. 

 

Worth a try? 

 

Gino 

 

TR 6 Overdrive Gremlin 

 

By Dennis Cook 

My TR 6 was plagued by overdrive problems during the trip to the Drakensberg nationals last year, working 

occasionally and intermittently after which it stopped working altogether. The lack of overdrive, of course, 

sends the fuel bill sky high.   

En route I had changed the gearbox oil to SAE 90, thinking that thicker oil might help, but with no success. 

One home, I consulted the Rimmer Bros parts catalogue, noting their advice that “most TR 6 overdrive 

problems are electrical in nature”. Although I could not find any fault under my car on inspection, I duly 

ordered a new overdrive solenoid and an earth lead that was delivered in time to coincide with a short 

holiday at home late last year. With little time to attend to it before having to return to Saudi to work,   

I fitted the new earth lead, but postponed the fitting of the new solenoid because the job required to get a 1 

inch A/F spanner into a very narrow opening which would have meant the tedious job of grinding the jaws 

of the spanner down to get access to it.  

I have finally returned home for good and, within the first few days of my return in February, motored down 

the Garden Route to the George Motor show with the guys from the Cape Town centre.  
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The overdrive worked sweetly and reliably for the 1000 + Km trip with the new earth strap fitted. Obviously 

there must have been a break somewhere in the old lead that was not visible with inspection.   

This should have been a simple and inexpensive fix, so owners of cars with J type overdrive take note to 

check your electrics if you experience an overdrive problem.  

 

PROBLEMS WITH A ROVER V8 
 

This is a long tale of woe, thankfully now resolved (other than the road) but I believe contains some 

useful tips for TR8, TR7-V8, MGB V8, Morgan +8 and any other owners of Rover V8 engined cars. 

    

  Nearly the whole of 2010 saw my TR8 either off the road or trapped in my garage by the terrible condition 

of the 2Km dirt road leading to my home.  

This was due to heavy rain, usually 2 days after the road had been graded, producing so many deep dongas 

that even my Subaru scraped its belly.  

 

Imagine what it would have done to my 8. 

 

However what I want to relate are the many, seemingly simple, problems that beset me.  

 

These problems, perhaps not in total, seem to plague many Rover V8 engines around the World, as 

evidenced by questions & answers on the wonderful TR7/TR8 Forum, and comments in both the TR Action 

& TRDriver magazines. 

I therefore detail mine together with the problem solving & solutions. 

It all began with a noisy water pump & generator diagnosed as bearing problems but with the fan belt 

removed the lifters were also noisy. 

 

Solution, new water pump, new alternator bearings & new lifters.  

 

The last two were simple but as to water pump BEWARE. 

There are several original water pumps for the Rover V8.  

So the first thing you must do is identify your engine.  

Simple you say it’s a Rover V8, just stop & compare your engine number against those listed in Bill 

Piggott’s “Original TR7& TR8”. 

 Mine for example starts with 12E showing that it is a Californian block as shown on its Heritage certificate, 

while it’s VIN number shows that my 8 is a 49 State model in which case its engine number should start 

with 11E. 

 

 

Please do not think that a water pump, because it bolts straight on to your engine is correct. 

 First off the pulley shafts vary in length & this is a simple one to identify. 
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From the TR7/TR8 Forum comes the frightening tale of woe from “Hasbeen” in Australia who, apparently 

after fitting a new water pump, experienced peculiar happenings with his temperature gauge that would rise 

to almost the top & then suddenly drop to less than a quarter only to rise rapidly after several Kms  & repeat 

this behavior ad in finitum. 

 

His problem was analysed by several people, from various countries, who pointed out that his water pump 

was not one that had a hole for the thermostat bypass, despite the fact that the new gasket catered for this 

hole. Solution, either the correct pump or some accurate drilling, thank goodness I did not have this 

problem. 

Considering myself to be intelligent then while the radiator has to be removed to replace the water pump 

(remember a TR8 has two radiator cooling fans between it and the engine) lets have the radiator flushed & 

pressure tested.  

This was successfully done removing 30years of accumulated gunge.  

 

On refitting lets install the new hose set that I obtained from Rimmer Bros a few years ago. Great except the 

top hose was about 80mm too short.  

This was obviously due to the fact that whilst described as TR8 hose sets are obviously designed around 

TR7/V8 conversions where the radiator sits closer to the engine that of a true TR8.  

 

Bit of advice here for TR8 owners check out Revington’s web site they actually have a TR8 spares 

catalogue.  

 

OK so all done and fixed so onto the road. Oops the temperature gauge reads at half after 10Kms where it 

was reading a quarter. In traffic it would go way up above ¾ & the fans would only bring it down to half. 

Impossible says my Garage, you have got an airlock say the sage voices from the TR7/TR8 Forum agreed to 

by Marius Labuschagne who has had the same problem. Now all Rover V8 literature warns of airlocks and 

these usually are in the top of the Thermostat housing or in the heater coils. 

 

Getting rid of them produces many “solutions”. 

 

These range from massaging the water hoses to drilling and tapping a hole in the top of the thermostat 

housing & installing a valve. This procedure is recommended by most Californian owners & this is what 

Marius has successfully done. Interestingly, and remember what I said about correctly identifying your 

engine, MGBV8 engines have a removable plug. 

 

Maybe the simplest and the one that we adopted was to fill the system in the following manner. Loosen off 

the thermostat housing; remove the top radiator hose from the top of the radiator instead of the thermostat 

housing. 

Make sure that the heater is fully on; remove the overflow tank pressure cap. 



 l 

 

Now standing above the car hold up the radiator hose so that it is well above the engine & fill coolant into 

the hose.  

 

The logic of this method is that you are filling in the same direction as the coolant circulates with the engine 

running. Pressure resulting from the height means that the airlocks are prevented, when coolant exits from 

around the Thermostat housing the system is full so tighten up the housing bolts and refit the radiator top 

hose. 

 

Success? 

 

No we still had incorrect temperature gauge readings and another mystery what is this small diameter hose 

from the Thermostat housing to the header tank? Surely as pressure builds up in the tank it will feed air to 

the housing. The literature reveals that this was to bleed air entrapped in the thermostat housing to the 

pressure cap area of the header tank. This is a sure way to identify a true TR8. 

 

Big arguments now ensued over the temperature gauge. External temperature gauges reported that the 

coolant temperatures were correct & even the fans would operate at their correct temperature settings but not 

the dashboard temperature gauge. 

 

My Garagiste, a well known & respected rebuilder of British sports cars insisted that on all MG’s, 

Morgan’s, Jaguars etc at running temperature their gauges would be at ½ & therefore since mine was at half 

it was correct.  

This contradicted the experience of myself, Marius & a host of International 8 owners. 

 

So let’s look at the temperature gauge that reveals a fascinating specification.  

All TR8’s were for the USA; the USA has never switched from Imperial to Metric, so why (as recorded in 

the American Workshop Manual) is the Temperature gauge specified as reading from 50 to 140 degrees 

Celsius? 

 

This fact immediately proved the just over ¼ running position & fans going too high speed at just over ½. 

 

So why was the gauge reading out?  

 

So let’s get it calibrated, which produced the answer that it was totally wrong. This was attributed its 

contacts, to the temperature sender which is way down on the block having shorted perhaps on the block. 

With this recalibrated all is now as it should be. 

 

Now just when you thought that it was save to go into the water, yet another problem. 
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Why did the throttle pedal require superhuman leg strength to operate it, with feathering of the throttle being 

impossible? 

The problem was that the throttle return spring was incorrectly mounted. 

Now this is another strange one that underlines my statement earlier about correctly identifying your engine. 

 

My throttle return spring to the Holley carburetor was mounted in the correct manner for a Holley fitted to 

an MGB V8. That is from the top throttle control to the mounting at the front of the engine closest to the 

radiator.  

 

For the TR8 the (double) spring should be attached to the bottom throttle control & then to the post at the 

rear of the engine onto which the throttle cable is attached. Once this was corrected the throttle was a delight 

to operate 

I don’t wish anything like this on other Rover V8 users, but I believe that the lessons learnt will hopefully 

prevent their frustrations.  

 

And guess what?  

 

The heavy, welcome, rains throughout December are once again beginning to destroy our road. 

 

Eric Fletcher 

 

 

TR7 Bonnet Release Problems & Solutions 
 

The is the result of cleaning out files during the Christmas break, so I have no idea of its age or precise 

origin, 

But it bears the name of James Johnson who unfortunately is not on my Sabrina mailing list. 

 

 

Problem 1. 

Bonnet will not open & release cable will not pull to its normal release length of 

about 25mm.This is caused by the cable being trapped between the removable 

Air Intake Plenum and the Firewall to which the Plenum is attached. This often 

occurs if you have removed the Plenum for some reason. 

Solution 1 

First use a good torch in order to illuminate the bonnet release assembly by 

shining its light through the bonnet centre grill. Now focus on the movable post 

slider on the bulkhead catch.  



 lii 

When this is pulled by the release cable to the fixed anchor post the bonnet will 

open. However since the cable is trapped it cannot pull the slider & so you must 

push it.  

Now tale a long thin screwdriver and carefully insert it through the centre grill & 

push the post slider towards the fixed anchor post until the bonnet opens. Now 

remove the Plenum in order to release the trapped cable & refit carefully. For 

total peace of mind use a suitably sized P clip to hold the cable away from the 

Plenum. 

 

Problem 2 

In this case the release cable when pulled extends to its full normal length but the 

Bonnet refuses to open. This usually occurs after refitting of the bonnet or 

adjusting the bonnet catch itself. The end cap of the bonnet pin has locked into 

the bulkhead bonnet catch preventing the plunger to spring up & opening the 

bonnet. 

 

Solution 2. 

This necessitates loosening off the plunger fixing bolts attaching its assembly to 

the underside of the Bonnet. 

But, you say the bonnet is closed so how do you get to them. 

First remove (if it is fitted) the centre rubber-sealing strip fitted to the lower 

windscreen tray lip, which forms a seal to the underside of the bonnet. The tray 

lip here is lower and a portion has been cut out. This will allow you to insert a 

spanner.  

The lateral movement of the spanner is restricted by the length of the cut out.  

On late models the length of this cut out was doubled, known as after market 

product development. 

You will need a 13mm ring spanner (a 13mm ring ratchet will be even better) if 

you bend its shaft up to match the windscreen profile it will make life easier. 

Locate the spanner onto one of the two 13mm bolt heads (a good torch will help). 

Loosen the bolts by turning the spanner clockwise and repeat for the second bolt. 

This will release the misalignment/tension problem; do not fully loosen the bolts 

but just enough to allow you to jiggle the bonnet open. It is recommended to fit 

two or more clothes pegs to keep the bonnet release cable fully open.  

You must now readjust the bulkhead or catch plunger assemblies to give the best 

position Finally adjust the plunger length to eliminate free movement of the 

bonnet. 
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THE CHRISTMAS QUIZ 
 

Just to remind you here is the Christmas Quiz but together with its answers. 
 Four friends, Deon, Alan, Beyers & Nols, each own a Triumph & a Cell Phone.  

They are going on their Annual Triumph Christmas run & in order to meet on time have each set their Cell 

phone to give them a wake up call.  

These are at half hour intervals staring at 6 AM. Their Cell Phones are Nokia, Sony, Apple & Ericson and 

their Triumphs are a TR3, a TR4, a TR6 & a TR7. 

Using the following factual information name the model of Triumph owned by each of the four, their Cell 

Phone make & the time they set their wake up call. 

 

1. The person with Sony is not Alan. 

 

2. Of the person with the Nokia cell phone & Deon, one has a 6:30 AM wake up call and the other has 

a TR3. 

 

3. Deon doesn’t own a TR7 or a TR4 

 

4. The person who owns a TR3 doesn’t have either an Apple or a Nokia Cell phone. 

 

5. The person with the 6:30 AM wake up call doesn’t own a TR4. 

 

6. The person with the Ericson Cell Phone is not Beyers. 

 

7. Alan has a later wake up call than Beyers. 

 

8. Either the person with the Ericson cell phone or the person with the Apple Cell phone is Nols. 

 

9. The person with the 6:30 wake up call doesn’t own a TR3 and doesn’t have an Ericson Cell Phone. 

 

10. The person with the 6:00 wake up call is Nols. 

 

11. Deon has a later wake up call than the person with an Apple Cell Phone. 

 

12. The person with the 7:30 wake up call owns a TR7. 

 

13. The person with the 6:00 AM wake up call doesn’t have an Ericson Cell Phone 

 

 

How many of you were successful? 

 

Here are the answers. 

time name car phone 

6 Nols Tr4 Apple 

630 Beyers Tr6 nokia 

7 Deon Tr3 Sony 

730 Alan Tr7 Ericson 
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How I LOVE this photo!!!!! Revenge is sweet! You Need the TRIUMPH MANNE to get a MG going!   
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And finally, for anyone that has every worked on British classic car electrical systems, 

we present………………… 

Lucas (the Prince of Darkness) 

 

• Not many people know that Land Rover attempted to market a computer. Why did they stop? They 

could not find a way to get it to leak oil!  

• A Land Rover doesn´t leak oil, it marks it´s territory.  

• Did you hear about the man whose Land Rover didn't leak oil? The factory took it back and 

worked on it until it did.  

• Did you hear the one about the guy that peeked into a Land Rover and asked the owner "How can 

you tell one switch from another at night? They all look the same. " – 

•  "He replied, "It does not matter which one you use, nothing happens!"  

• The Lucas motto: "Get home before dark."  

• Lucas is the patent holder for the short circuit.  

• Lucas - Inventor of the first intermittent wiper.  

• Lucas - Inventor of the self-dimming headlamp.  

• The three position Lucas switch - Dim, Flicker and Off.  

• The Original Anti-Theft Device - Lucas Electrics.  

• Lucas is an acronym for Loose Unsoldered Connections and Splices  

• Lucas systems actually use AC current; it just has a random frequency.  

•  

• "I have had a Lucas pacemaker for years and have never had any trou..."  

• If Lucas made guns, wars would not start.  

•  

• A friend of mine told everybody he never had any electric problems with his Lucas equipment.  

• Today he lives in the countryside, in a large manor with lots of friendly servants around him 

and an occasional ice cold shower.. 



 lvi 

•  

 

• Back in the 70's, Lucas decided to diversify its product line and began manufacturing vacuum 

cleaners.  

• It was the only product they offered which did not suck.  

• Q: Why do the British drink warm beer?  

• A: Because Lucas makes their refrigerators  

• Alexander Graham Bell invented the Telephone. Thomas Edison invented the Light Bulb.  

• Joseph Lucas invented the Short Circuit.  

• Recommended procedure before taking on a repair of Lucas equipment: Check the position of the 

stars, kill a chicken and walk three times clockwise around your car chanting: 

• " Oh mighty Prince of Darkness protect your unworthy servant."  

 

 


