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 Editorial 
 

So here we are at the end of another year , a year in which we had a wonderful National Gathering in the 

Drakensberg and a year during which we said farewell to several old friends. 

So what does 2011 promise? 

The year will be what we make it to be, in other words if we sit & do nothing it will turn out to be miserable, 

but by being positive & joining in all Triumph activities it can turn out to be a gas. 

Personally on things Triumph all the Gremlins have departed my  

Black Arrow 8 , so that I can take part again. 

This time of the year is traditionally the time when we make our New Years Resolutions. I have resolved to 

produce your Sabrina containing more ZING. 

This I can only do with your contributions such as those like Ken Boss’s TR7 Spider story , the Wire 

Wheels presentation. Oh yes, and what about some history of your centre like Dennis Cook’s Song for Jane 

? 

Please send your contributions to myself as well as to your Centre Newsletter so that they can be seen not 

only locally but also Nationally. It makes my life easier than having to cut & paste from your Newsletters. 

A perfect example of this failing occurred , I am told , in September, when someone apparently wrote a 

superb Obituary to Spen King  who, during his time at Rover & British Leyland was responsible, amongst 

others, for the Stag & the TR7. 

Why do I say apparently? 

This is because I have not read or even seen the article. 

Why? 

Because the Author didn’t sent it to me and the Centre concerned has never 

 bothered to ever send me their Newsletter since I have been Sabrina’s Editor.. 

Consequently this item of National interest was lost to you all, except those in that particular Centre. 

 

I know that there are some really fascinating items out there , just itching to be turned into interesting 

articles. 

For example the design & build of John Fletterman’s droop snoot TR3, the reproduction Spitfire Macau in 

Cape Town, Marius Labuschagnes Grinal in Pretoria, to name but a few.  

So how about it and by doing so help add ZING to Sabrina and some home activity to your 2011 by 

resolving as one of your New Years Resolutions to contribute to Sabrina..  

In case you are  wondering ,the Sabrina Cover comes courtesy of last years TR Register Christmas card. 

So all that is left for me is to wish you all of the best for the Festive Season and a wonderful New Year. 

Eric Fletcher 
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Chairman’s Chat 
 

 

As we get to the end of one of the most interesting years in the history of our beautiful country, I felt it time 

to reflect a little.  We all waited in anticipation for the big 2010 and I have to say, it was great. I think that 

most of us enjoyed and in a way formed part of the FIFA soccer world cup that was hosted here. We showed 

the world that South Africa can host great events and that we live in one of the most beautiful parts of the 

world with great people, weather, cities, stadiums, etc. and also Triumphs. 

 

My life will also change in the next year as I am about to call it a day in the corporate world and go it alone 

with my family. Having also lost my father in law Nikki, earlier this year sort of makes you realize that there 

is more to life than “the rat race” and you have to live every day to the fullest and make the most of it. Same 

goes for all of us in our club, and every year our members are getting older and I guess, better by the day. 

 

I would like to encourage those of you that are lovingly restoring and rebuilding your cars, and I am also 

talking to myself here, to “keep at it”. Make a list of all the items that need fixing and tackle them one at a 

time, planning ahead.  For the rebuild, do the same, make a list and remember you don’t need a day to work 

on your car.  A couple of minutes per day is all you need if you don’t have days and before you know it, you 

will see the progress and feel encouraged again.  Just think of the hours of fun you will have with your 

Triumph once it is on the road again!!!! 

 

I am also asking you to support your local centre by your participation in events, outings and management of 

the regions. As I mentioned before in other chats, it takes a lot of hard work to ensure that the Triumph club 

keeps going and as it is today, one of the best single marque car clubs in the country. Without your 

encouragement and participation, we may as well give up. 

 

I also encourage you to not look back, but forward and make the most of the year that lies ahead!!  Enjoy 

your family and friends and also your beloved Triumphs. Wash it regularly and drive it as often as you get 

the opportunity, after all it is good for the soul. To drive your Triumph with the top down, feeling the fresh 

air and experiencing the different smells, the cool air when you drive through a low lying area, attracting the 

attention of other road users and hear that roar from the exhaust!!!  That’s what it is all about.  

 

I take this opportunity of wishing you and your families a very Merry Christmas and just the best wishes for 

2011.  May it be the best year you have ever had and may you have an abundance of love, peace, good 

health, happiness, joy and lots and lots of time in your Triumphs!!  If you go away on vacation, please drive 

safely and get back well rested and enthused to start this wonderful New year in a totally new spirit.  
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I leave you with this quote:  

"Throw back the shoulders, let the heart sing, let the eyes flash, let the mind be lifted up, look upward 

and say to yourself... Nothing is impossible!" 

~ Norman Vincent Peale  

 

Triumphant Regards 

Gerhard      

 
 

Registrars Report 

 

The South African Triumph six cylinder saloon register consists of  five documents: Triumph 2000 Mk1, 

Triumph 2000 Mk2, Triumph 2500 PI, Triumph Chicane 2500 TC Mk1, and Triumph Chicane 2500 TC 

Mk2. While Triumph saloons in the above five categories were a common sight on our roads between the 

late sixties and middle eighties they seem to have disappeared not only from our roads, but also from the 

minds of many Triumph enthusiasts and motorists. 

It is hard to believe that I only managed to collect details - some extremely sketchy- of relatively few of 

these Triumph saloons. Can you believe it that there are more Sidescreen TR’s than Triumph six cylinder 

saloons in our register?  Amazingly the score is 153 vs 115! Even the TR7’s in the register outnumber all the 

large saloons put together by 20 cars. What happened to our big Triumph saloons? Have all the scrap and 

breaker’s yards gobbled them up? Or have they become chicken coops in the bacyards of our townships?  

This month I am publishing the Triumph 2000 Mk1 and  2000 Mk2 registers for starters. 

You will note that I managed to list 25 Mk1’s and only 16 Mk2’s. In this context I want to thank Gary Blake 

who collected details on many of these cars and who passed it on to me a couple of years ago. I want to 

appeal to our readers to have a look at the cars listed and to check if the ownership details are still correct. 

So many cars change hands without the registrar being notified and that makes it difficult for me to keep 

track of them. Also, if you know of a six cylinder saloon that is not listed, please inform me so that I can 

update our register.  

 First launched in South Africa in August 1965, the Triumph 2000 used the 1998 cc engine that first saw 

service in the Vanguard Six. By January 1966 CAR magazine listed the 2000 at R2390 while the overdrive 

version sold for R2520. In March 1967 the station wagon version was listed at R2640. The only six cylinder 

in SA that was cheaper was the Ford Zephyr V6 (R2380) while the very popular Valiant V200 sold for 

R2480  at the same time.   

Designed by Michelotti, the 2000 saloon was a handsome car for its time while the small six produced only 

90 bhp (68 kW) but the power to weight ratio was slightly better than the Mercedes Benz 200 saloon that 

cost a whopping R520 more at R3010.  
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By mid 1970 the 2000 Mk2, with a restyled front and rear by Michelotti, became even more handsome for 

its time, but the adoption of a new cylinder head (also used in the TR5/6) and a higher compression ratio 

resulted in a worthile increase in torque output and a consequent improved power to weight ratiTop speed 

increased from 144 km/h to 150 km/h, and 155 for the Mk2 overdrive version.  A glance at CAR magazine’s 

sales charts at the time proves that the Triumph 2000 was not a bad seller at all and sales figures were far 

superior than any of the Triumph sports cars could manage. 

If we assume that only 10 percent of these saloons survived somewhere, be it in a hidden garage, under a 

tree, or in an obscure backyard, please help me to find their details. This 10 percent has the potential to 

virtually double the number of  Triumph saloons listed in our SA register, and that is the only way that we 

will manage to reach and exceed the magic figure of 1000 cars. Or am I a voice crying in the wilderness??    

 

Nols Pienaar  

 

TRIUMPH 2500 TC CHICANE MK1 REGISTER 

 

 

TRUIMPH 20000MK2 REGISTER 

No Comm no Local Engine no Colour Last known Date Previous Comment Centre Domicicle 

    no.     owner   owner       

1 ME1701DL 1701 ME9779HE Brown H van Eck 2001 

PE 

Johnson   Border East London 

2 4ME3119DL   ME1155HE   H Schultz           

          

No Comm no Local Engine no Colour Last known Date Previous Comment Centre Domicicle 

    no     owner   owner       

1 4MK9318DL-O   MK9607HE   K Rudd     Overdrive     

2 4MK9616DL   MK7203HE Red P Rodda 1989 CR Clegg Overdrive PTA Pretoria 

3 4MK9814DL   MK3877HE Tan K Munro-Perry 1973   o/d, first owner JHB 
Johannes- 
burg 

4 4MK17381DL   MG16586HE Red S Levin     Overdrive NC Germiston 

5 4MK20105DL 9105 MG16671HEA Brown G Blake 1998 Baker-Duly PI conversion JHB North Riding 

6   6054 MG19182HE Maroon AJ Lowes     Overdrive WR Randfontein 

7   5377 MK2588HEBW Yellow AHL Browne 1998 D Sacks auto box FS Bloemfontein 

8 4MK62915DL 10548 MK6159HE Yellow       Overdrive NC   

9 4MK76346DL 9400 MK1398HE Blue       Overdrive NC   

10 4MK77646DL 6595 MK1683HEBW White       auto box NC   

11 4MK80089DL   MK2355HE   C Roediger 1995 M Kelly Overdrive JHB   

12 4MK85130DL 9848 MK3061HE Green D Hurter 2010 M Cronje Overdrive KZN Durban 

13 4MK85147DL 9865 MK3872HE White J Shallis     Overdrive NC   

14 4MK85227DL   MK3965HE Red PJ van Vuuren 1988   Overdrive PTA Centurion 

15 4MK85276DL   MK3086HE Brown D de Beer     Overdrive NC George 

16 4MK85370DL 6992 MK3941HE   P Gamble     Overdrive NC   

17 4MK85720DL 10198 MK8237HE   E Morley     Overdrive NC   

18 4MK89494DL 10246 MG21638HE   F Hunter     non orig engine NC   

19 4MK89598DL   MK7676HEBW White G Blake     auto box JHB North Riding 

20 4MK92506DL 7487     G Blake       JHB North Riding 

21 4MK92578DL 10511 MK5742HE S-tan P Lilliecrona 2000 TD Jacobs Overdrive KZN Uvongo 

22 4MK92718DL 7603 MK6001HEBW   G Blake     auto box JHB North Riding 

23 4MK92949DL   MK5855HE Yellow P Willcock 1983   Overdrive PTA Pretoria 

24 4MK93017DL 7758 MK7760HEBW Blue G Blake     auto, car scrapped JHB North riding 

25 4MK93034DL 7775 MK7556HEBW Yellow AS Wright 2001 E v Vuuren auto box PTA Centurion 

26 4MK93111DL 10804 MK7447HE Yellow G Malherbe 1994 B Sjonberg Overdrive PTA Pretoria 

27 4MK93146DL 7791 MK7720HEBW   unknown       NC   

28 4MK93180DL   MK7607HEBW Mink KCS Rudd   R Male auto box PTA Pretoria 

29 4MK96139DL 7887 MK6317HEBW   unknown     auto box NC   

30 4MK96273DL 8993 MM852HE 

Tangerin

e T du Toit 2007 R McClure Overdrive PTA Tzaneen 

31 4MK96280DL   MK7497HE White T Jefferson 1976   o/d, 1st owner PTA Centurion 
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3 4ME3661DL 786 ME1821HEBW Blue G Claassen 1999 AS Botha Auto box NC Keimoes 

4 4ME6002DL 1210 ME7211HE White P Mohr 2003     FS Bloemfontein 

5 4ME8664DL   ME7695HE   K Boss       CT Durbanville 

6 4ME10962DL 2018 ME11255HEBW BRG G Blake     

auto, 

scrapped JHB North Riding 

7 4ME13856DL   ME14473HEBW Blue G Blake     auto box JHB North Riding 

8 4ME16889DL   ME51752HE White GJ Pike     overdrive PTA Pretoria 

9     ME25550HE   C Bezuidenhout       NC   

10 4ME25739DL 4052 ME27265HE   G Blake     

car 

scrapped JHB North Riding 

11 4ME27846DL   ME27493HE Grey G Blake       JHB North Riding 

12   4451 ME31582HE Brown H van Eck 2001 A Salter   Border East London 

13 4ME35271DL 5203 ME33623HE White         NC Cape Town 

14 4ME35272DL 5204     G Blake       JHB North Riding 

15 ME71377SCBW   ME79656HEBW White G Blake 1994   

Estate, 

auto box JHB North Riding 

16 ME88177DLBW   ME83148HE Blue SH Duguid 1973   

Owner 

since new KZN Durban 

 

 

 TRIUMPH 2000 MK1 REGISTER      

No Comm no Local Engine no Colour Last known Date Previous  Comment  Centre Domicicle 

    no.     owner   owner       

1     MC13269HE   G Blake      Automatic  JHB North Riding 

2 4MB11724DL   MC11980HE Blue G Blake 1999     JHB North Riding 

3 4MB31534DL 807 MB32334HE Green A Grant 2002 G Lloyd   JHB Johannesburg 

4 4MB32516DL 892 MB32161HE Beige G Blake       JHB North Riding 

5 4MB32543DL 919 MB33332HE Grey G Blake       JHB North Riding 

6 

4MB32830DL-

O   MB33232HE   A Barker      overdrive  NC   

7 4MB34967DL 1131 MK1770HEBW   G Blake     

 auto, 2500 

 motor  JHB North Riding 

8 4MB40289DL   MB42034HE Blue D Duncan       KZN New Germany 

9 4MB53057DL 1769 MB53805HE Grey N Cameron 1998     CT Cape Town 

10 4MB60919DL 1881 MK6062HE Blue G Blake 1990    2500 motor  JHB North Riding 

11 4MB67019DL   MG19186HE   unknown      2500 motor      

12 

4MB69541DL-

O   MB64794HE White G Malherbe      overdrive  PTA Pretoria 

13 4MB72300   MB67056HE White H B Nathan 1967   

 owner since  

new  NC Cape Town 

14 4MB73184DL 3233 MB68245HE White 

H O 

Witthuhn 1984 

HC de 

Maine   Border East London 

15 MB86114DL   MM26640HEA Beige T du Toit 2006   

 Estate, 2500  

auto  PTA Tzaneen 

16 4MB88997DL   MB84702HE   M Hattingh       NC   

17 4MB103965DL   MK1775HE   G Gericke      2500 motor  PE Port Elizabeth 

18 4MB106908DL       R Forbes       NC   

19 4MB110615DL 701 MC6709HE Cream 

D 

McCullough 2004     PTA Boksburg 

20 4MB111270DL 750 MC6550HE Blue M Janssen 1997 R I Fenton   PTA Rosslyn 

21 4MB111391SC 151 MB99301HE White A Treyvellan      Estate  FS Bloemfontein 

22 4MB112841DL 1148 MC7796HE White G Malherbe 1993     PTA Pretoria 

23 4MB114468DL   MK9272HE Brown 

J van 

Vuuren      2500 motor  PTA Centurion 

24 4MB116021DL 1884   Red M Janssen 2001     PTA Rosslyn 

25 4MB118180SC 243   Beige G Malherbe 1998   

 Estate, o/d, 

2500  PTA Pretoria 
 

  

TRIUMPH 2500 PI REGISTER 
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N

o Comm no 

Loca

l Engine no 

Colou

r 

Last 

known 

Dat

e Previous  Comment 

Centr

e Domicicle 

    no     Owner   owner       

1 4MG8022DL   MG9550HE Blue D Beard 

199

0   Overdrive JHB 

Johannesbur

g 

2 4MG8028DL   MG5168 BRG I Turner 

198

8   Overdrive PTA Pretoria 

3 4MG8035DL   MG9887HE   

N 

Whitford     Overdrive PE Humansdorp 

4 4MG8664DL 1504   Yellow 

N 

Cameron 

199

9 

C 

Schultz O/d, racing car CT Cape Town 

5 4MG9235DL 287 

MG10237H

E White E Brink     Overdrive NC   

6 

4MG12848D

L   

MG12540H

E   E Powell     Overdrive KZN PieterMBurg 

7 

4MG52912D

L   

MG52937H

E   G Blake 

199

6   O/d, car scrapped JHB North Riding 

 

 

 
TREASURERS REPORT 
 

The following membership list must not be read as gospel. It is based on figures at hand when compiled in 

October. The membership is continually changing almost by the week. Some centre, such as Pretoria lost 

members by transfer to other centres thereby being shown as a gain. The large Cape Town growth is 

primarily, but not solely, due to wives becoming members in order to comply with the Indemnity 

requirements. 

 

 2009 Lost adjusted gained 2010 

Cape Town 53 1 52 25 77 

Bloemfontei

n 

8 0 8 1 9 

Border 19 0 19 0 19 

Johannesbur

g 

98 20 78 9 87 

KZN 102 6 96 23 119 

PE 29 0 29 5 34 

Pretoria 54 10 44 8 52 

      

TOTAL 363 37 326 71 397 

 

JUDY HARRIS 

 



 viii 

 

 

SAMCA REPORT 
 

 
Having attended the last two SAMCA Council meetings in July and September as your representative I can 

report the following: 

1) SAMCA is in a reasonably strong financial position with R80k in the bank and 18 

paid up clubs. 

2) It is proposed that SAMCA rejoin Motorsport South Africa (MSA) at the reduced fee 

of R2000 per year as this will legalise our events. 

3) There are regular meetings with the National Department of Transport regarding 

future legislation e.g., number plate sizes, left hand drive vehicles, special licences for 

collectors etc. Please note that at present if you are rebuilding a LHD vehicle which is 

not on the Natis system at present you cannot register it as it is considered a 2010 

vehicle and as such is illegal in SA! 

4) There are ongoing talks with SAVVA regarding synergy between the two 

organisations and progress is good. 

5) Angela’s Picnic will take place on 3 April 2011 at Delta Park Johannesburg with the 

Triumph Club manning the gate so let’s have a good turnout as the proceeds go to 

Hospice and there are some really interesting cars from all the SAMCA clubs. 

6) The Protea Hotel Group is keen to provide accommodation at reasonable rates to 

Clubs for weekends away so centres contact them in future. 

That’s my lot for this Sabrina and have a great Festive Season. 

Regards John Dobbins 

. 

 

 

The Gauteng Department of Community Safety has published the gazette reflecting the dates for the 

substitution of the GP number plates again. It was published in Provincial Gazette No 137 of 7 July 

2010, notice number 1921. The gazette has not been implemented yet, but the schedule of when the 

new numbers must be displayed, is circulated for your information. 

 

Remember the new plates must be aluminium and will expire every 5 years. 
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Licence number 
starting with 

The current plate format expiry date is 
the last day of the month indicated below 

A, G February 2011 

B February 2011 

C April 2011 

D June 2011 

F August 2011 

H October 2011 

J December 2011 

K February 2012 

L April 2012 

M June 2012 

N August 2012 

P October 2012 

R December 2012 

S February 2013 

T April 2013 

V June 2013 

W August 2013 

X October 2013 

Y,Z December 2013 
 

 

SPARES REPORT 
 

Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa 

Spares Fund Report, for the year ended 30 September 2010. 

The Income Statement and Balance Sheet of the Spares Fund will appear elsewhere in this issue of Sabrina, 

and I take this opportunity to elaborate on a few points. Firstly, you will note that the Fund has stock on 

hand valued at R547.00, which is contrary to what was decided at the National Gathering at Maselspoort in 

2008, namely that the Fund would no longer hold stock and would only order spares on demand. What 

happened was that a Club member wanted a set of plus 20 thou big end bearings for his TR3A rebuild and 

someone else wanted a rubber clip for a TR2/3A bonnet stay. I inadvertently ordered plus 10 thou big ends 

(R265.00) and a metal bonnet catch for a TR3/3A (R282.00). Mea culpa. If we don’t sell these items in the 

course of the coming year I will just buy them for my personal stock. Secondly, debtors of R8,622.31 in the 

main represent parts invoiced late in September and which will have been paid by the time of the publication 

of this report. The same applies to creditors, namely UPS our clearing agent. By now this, too, will have 

been paid.  

At the 2010  Bergville National Gathering it was agreed that the Spares Fund should get on to the internet.  
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Dave Sawyer ( a very special word of thanks to Dave) very generously undertook to donate a PC which 

arrived shortly afterwards, and we duly joined the internet fraternity, with our email address being: 

spares@triumphclubsa.com.  Another decision taken at the National Gathering in 2008 was that the Spares 

Fund would operate on a minimum mark-up so that members who imported spares would enjoy the benefit 

of the discount Moss-Europe extends to the Club. You will notice that the cash position of the Spares Fund 

has shown some growth. Indeed, the increase for the year under review is about 5% of turnover which is 

more than the 1% or so we envisaged. On the one hand this is not as bad as it may appear. It simply means 

that instead of paying R600.00 for an up rated new water pump, a member will have paid R630.00, which is 

not an enormous increase. On the other hand, we were not too sure what the actual cost of our internet link-

up would be.  In addition interest rates have come down and the interest earned on our 48 hour deposit 

would not continue to be enough to cover bank costs. All-in-all I may, therefore, have been a bit over 

enthusiastic in recouping more from importing members than was strictly necessary.  Now that internet costs 

have stabilised, and I have a better handle on the interest our bank deposit earns, I can be a bit more accurate 

with making each import consignment just pay for itself. Then again, having some funds in reserve in case 

an import goes belly-up may not be such a bad thing. Perhaps the answer lies in a combination of the 

following: keep the mark-up as low as possible, but consider the possibility of deciding on a charitable 

donation at each National Gathering. That, at least, will give us the benefit of hindsight. As a matter of 

interest, 101 invoices were issued during the year to reach the  turnover of R172,622.79. Leaving out 

December (when we take a break), it means that on average nine members imported spares every month, 

with an average of R1,726.22 per person. 

From time to time someone will tell either John Roets or myself that we should instruct our import clearance 

house, UPS, to use such-and-such import tariff heading, because they had heard that it is a sort of magic 

tariff heading applied to parts for old cars. When we put the tariff heading number to our guy at UPS he 

would respond by saying something along the lines of : “Oh yes! That is the tariff for engine parts, or body 

parts, or what have you”. In the process we were always persuaded that the most favourable tariff heading 

was being used for the Club. However, on the invoices of the last two imports (September and October) 

Moss-Europe has placed a rubber stamp which reads:” These parts are for classic cars over 30 years old”. 

So, there may be something in it after all. John and I have decided to get to the root of the thing and we plan 

to visit SARS in Pretoria shortly to find out exactly what the situation is. Sort of bearding the lion in its den.  

Who knows – there may be some sort of universal code which could benefit our Club members even more. 

Our import process has now become a very smooth one: Members send me part numbers and descriptions of 

the parts they are interested in, I give them a quote, they decide what parts they want, I place an order on 

Moss Europe or about the 12th/13th of each month (we exploit the credit card cycle), the parts arrive within a 

week or so, and the member has his parts before month end.  

mailto:spares@triumphclubsa.com
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With the Rand rampant there has never been a better time to tackle a restoration project or to buy those few 

bits you have promised you car all these years. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you 

 

René de Villiers                                                                                                                                              

Spares Administrator                                                                                                                                  

Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa 

Home phone and fax 011 680 3124. Mobile 083 317 4339. Email: spares@triumphclubsa.com 

 

 

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA                                                    

SPARES FUND 

Financial year ending 30 September 2010. 

BALANCE SHEET (unaudited) 

 

 

Item                                 30 September 2009             30 September 2010. 

 

ASSETS 

Stock on hand (s                     Nil                                             547.00                       Debtors                          

  13,312.05                                      8,622.31                          Bank current account        9,521.84                                    

20,905.00                           Bank 48 hour deposit      20,351.17                                    20,351.17 

Total                                        43,185.06                                    50,425.48        

 

LIABILITIES 

Creditors                         12,084.69                                       2,461.55                      Capital account          

           31,100.37                                     47,963.93     

Total                                     43,185.06                                     50,425.48                                         

 

Note: Stock incorrectly purchased, will be sold as soon as possible. 

 

 

Signed...............................................        Date................................. 

R de Villiers 
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TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA                                                                                     

SPARES FUND 

Financial year ended 30 September 2010 

INCOME STATEMENT (Unaudited) 

 

                                         1 October 2008 to                      1 October 2009 to                                                                                      

 Item                                30 September 2009.                  30 September 2010. 

 

Revenue/sales/turnover          139,753.04                              172,622.79 

Opening stock                                Nil                                             Nil 

Plus purchases, incl                135,801.49                               160,823.50 

Less closing stock (s                     Nil                                              547,00 

Cost of goods sold                   135,801.49                                160,276.50 

Gross profit from trade                 3,951,55                                  12,346.29 

 

Plus interest earned                     1,660.25                                       871.02 

Less unidentified amount traced/paid    Nil                                          270,00 

Less bank costs                                 704.64                                       924.97 

Less Telkom/ADSL                               Nil                                            889,17 

Less computer programmes and                                                                                            training expenses                          

        Nil                                         1,193.46 

Net profit                                         5,844.86                                    9,939.71 

Note: Stock incorrectly bought, will be sold as soon as possible 

Signed..........................................                         Date................................. 

R de Villiers 

 

REGIONAL REPORTS 
 
Bloemfontein 
 

I cannot believe that this year has flashed past, and this is my report for December’s Sabrina!  It seems that 

it was only a few days ago when we were at the Nationals.  

I reached my allocated three score and ten this year, and at the rate things are going I haven’t got much time 

left!  Does anyone know how to turn back the clock?  The older you get the faster time flies. 

So much for the state of my affairs.  The affairs of the club are a bit slower.  We had our usual noggins 

every month, and had a lunch braai at Maselspoort a few weeks ago.  Six Triumphs and a MGF.  Not too 

bad for old Bloemmies!  A good time was had by all. 

With Christmas only five weeks away, may I wish you all a very blessed Christmas and a new year full of 

wishes come true.  If you are going away, travel safely and come back refreshed and ready for the year 

ahead. 

 

God bless 

Alan 
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Border 
 

Once again we are in disbelief as to how quickly the year seems to have slipped by. Christmas decorations 

are appearing in all the stores, everyone is talking about their holiday arrangements, some are even booking 

that live pine tree to be delivered on the 16th of Dec and we at the Triumph club are running around making 

arrangements for our Christmas party. The festive feeling is certainly in the air. 

Looking back on 2010 we can say that it has been a momentous year. We after all did host a very successful 

world cup and of course enjoyed a most successful nationals in the Berg. Our Proteas seem to be ending the 

year on a high after their ODI series win against Pakistan, forget about the tri nations but we beat Ireland 

and Wales and hopefully will continue the grand slam tour on this note, and don’t forget we brought home 

gold, silver and bronze from the Commonwealth Games. Pity about Michael Schumacher and the Currie 

Cup. 

We all thoroughly enjoyed a travelling lunch on the 29th of August. The rendezvous was at Bonza Bay beach 

kiosk at 10h30 for champagne, orange juice and coffee. Some coffees were of course laced with you know 

what. From here we travelled to Les and Dee Cock’s home where we were treated to a variety of delicious 

soups and breads. Then it was up the east coast to our home where we indulged in a lovely main course 

prepared by Sue. We cheated and, although we had to drive, some wines were “sampled” and enjoyed. The 

event was rounded off at the home of Ted and Wilna Burden in Beacon Bay with the most amazing amarula 

desert “Kimberly” style. Ted’s drinks cabinet was unsurprisingly burgled and the occasion went on long 

enough for Gavin Turner to get pizzas delivered by Mr Delivery for an evening snack. 

Sunday morning the 10th of October we met at the Nahoon river picnic spot for coffee royal, doughnuts and 

koeksisters. Gavin Turner organised a fun rally for us with a special “speed section” at the German 

monument on route to the Nahoon Dam where we made fires and had a lovely braai. 

We are presently in the process of organising our Christmas party which will be at St Andrews club. This 

year we are combining with our friends the MG Club. Caterers and disco have been booked and hopefully a 

good time will be had by all. 

Stuart Turner, the youngest member of our centre, who can forget that lovely gold medal TR6 at nationals, 

was married to lovely Shannon Forrester on Saturday 13th November. May 13 be their lucky number and 

may they spend a very happy and healthy life together. Stuart, as some of you might know was at the very 

first nationals at Maselspoort despite the fact that he was in a carrycot. 

I am pleased to report some progress with car restorations and repairs. Gavin Turner has got the engine out 

of Stuart’s TR6 to repair the broken No 6 piston. Louis Greef has fitted a 5 speed box to his Mk IV Spitfire 

which he is restoring and hopefully will be at next nationals.  
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Sue and I have now settled into our new home and as I promised the workshop would be the last to be 

organised. Sue was well aware that once the workshop was done nothing else would be done on the house. 

The GT6 Mk2 body is now back from the bodyworks and the gearbox is with an expert in JHB who shall 

remain nameless, so assembly and restoration will resume shortly. 

May you all have a blessed Christmas and a wonderful New Year. Soon we will be saying “Nationals next 

year” Remember Christmas is more about giving than receiving. 

God Bless 

Geoff 

 

 

Cape Town 
 

The noggin at the end of August was a talk by Peter Inskip, a club member, on wire wheels. Peter has a 

flourishing business in the cape specialising in the repair of wire wheels and was able to give us a great 

insight into the origin and uses of wire wheels. There is a separate article in this issue on his talk so I will let 

that explain what his views were, suffice to say it was a very interesting talk, well attended and our ladies 

were able to provide the bacon butties that have become such a success! 

September sees what is hopefully the beginning of spring, so Tom and Anne Dougan had organised a run to 

blow out the winter cobwebs via Franschoek for lunch at Kleinmond. The route started on the N1 and went 

via the Franschoek pass and Bot River to end at the Sandpiper restaurant at Kleinmond harbour. The run was 

around 2 hours long and all went well apart from Neil Cameron’s recently fitted fuel pump springing a leak! 

Fortunately all ended well as it was easily repairable and no doubt the company that fitted the pump were 

sorted out on Monday morning.  

There was a really good turnout of cars, the Napoli’s took the short cut along the coast road and yours truly 

pitched in a plastic pending the full time residence of the TR6 in Hermanus!  Lunch was as good as ever and 

everyone had a good chin wag before driving back on the coast road to Gordons Bay. It was good to see 

Dennis and Jo Cook back from the desert, albeit temporarily, pending their full time return in the New Year. 

The noggin at the end of the month took the form of the club being represented at the Wheels and Whales 

festival in Hermanus. The weather this year really behaved itself and we had a good turnout of cars in 

excellent weather and good conditions to see the many whales that have been here this year. Because of road 

works in town as part of the new bypass the traffic congestion was awful, the drive round town of the classic 

cars even with the traffic department escort was similar to a trip round the world’s largest car park, the M25 

in London! 

 

There were many highlights of the show, the unveiling of our new gazebo complete with club logo being 

one, but more importantly Danie Barkhuisen won the trophy for the best post war car with his lovely TR3, 

this was a true reward for the care that Danie has given this car since he bought it a couple of years ago! 
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The end of September signalled the return to the old format of a mid week noggin and run at the end of the 

month, pending a decision at the AGM as to whether the Saturday noggin format works better. The October 

noggin was a bring and braai plus a talk on spares, the weather wasn’t that good but only 11 people turned 

up so hopefully there won’t be a difficult decision as to what to do. 

The run at the end of the month was a weekend away at the Beach Club in Hermanus, the site of the 2006 

national gathering. The turnout wasn’t particularly good, being all ex Chairmen plus Tom and Anne’s 

friends, Nigel and Brenda from Edinburgh. Again the weather on the Saturday was drizzly so the outdoor 

breakfast at the organic market was quickly replaced by an indoor venue and then off to a wine tasting at the 

Raka estate at the end of the Akkerdisberg pass, a great place to taste superb wines and a really lovely drive 

for TRs to get there and back. Some souls went via the cheese factory at Kleinrivier to get there and then 

lunch was taken in Stanford before heading back to watch the Currie Cup final in Hermanus (bad mistake!). 

We then had a bring and braai at Tom’s place at the Club where lots of good conversation and food 

followed! Needless to say Sunday was perfect but by then it was time to go home!     

A lot of thought is taking place to ensure the club’s Concours and pride of ownership event at the Protea 

Hotel in Stellenbosch at the end of November is a success. Those who read the newsletter will know that 

Concours, particularly d’Etat, was not rated very highly in this part of the world! Our new chairman has 

understood this but at the same time we are looking for ways to raise the overall standard of our cars without 

causing a war. The Pride of Ownership event at the TR Register’s Malvern show has been increasing in 

popularity and the club has been asked to help on several occasions with the Jaguar club’s P of O in Cape 

Town. 

One of the stumbling blocks always seems to have been how to get the right weighting for usage as usually a 

well used example will not have the same “d’ elegance” as a car that only sees the light of day for Concours 

events. We seem to be getting the scoring system slowly right with a lot of input from various sources as we 

believe that if the scoring is right, then this could be offered on a National basis. We hope this will 

encourage more cars to enter for this category and take the “win at all costs” element out of Concours and 

encourage people to use their cars more. Marks will be given based on cleanliness rather than condition, a 

good potted history of the car, how much pride the owner takes in their car and how much they use it. Please 

watch this space next Sabrina for a report back!  

One other event that will have taken place by the time this report is read is the Rotary classic car show at 

Hout Bay which is supported by the Multi Motor club in alternate years. This has always been a bit of a 

problematic show but we are hoping there will be a reasonable turnout of members for this event.   

The AGM was held at the clubhouse on the traditional noggin night. Not the best of turnouts but we were 

able to vote in a new committee, well the old one plus one new face, Peter Inskip. Probably the most 

important decision we had to take was whether we went back to the old format of a noggin on a Wednesday 

evening or change to the new format of having the noggin on a Saturday morning and the run on the 2nd 

Sunday of the month. It certainly appears that the vast majority of members want the new format, we have 

been getting good turnouts on a Saturday throughout the traditional winter period and we hope this will 

continue forward.  
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It is also great to get Peter Inskip on board as he is a fountain of knowledge, and his help with the spares 

portfolio will be greatly appreciated. 

There was quite a lot of debate on all sorts of issues, but being Capetonians the wine was opened and all 

those present had a really good party and sorted the world out! 

2010/11 COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

Chair Tom Dougan 072 913 2392 tom.dougan10@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Secretary Anne Dougan 079 438 2619 tom.dougan10@gmail.com 

Committee member Neil Cameron 082 323 9999 drivelines.neil@gmail.com 

Committee member Peter Inskip 082 651 9581 peterinskip@iburst.co.za 

Committee member Ronan Sanderson 082 443 3704 ronan.sanderson@gsb.uct.ac.za 

Committee member Alan Sheard 082 257 2635  

Committee member Gerhard Vorster 082 807 8011 gerhard.vor@nedbank.co.za 

 

 

PORTFOLIOS 

 

Editor Jamie Hart 084 220 0082 jamie.hart@kingsley.co.za 

MMC representative Ronan Sanderson 082 443 3704 ronan.sanderson@gsb.uct.ac.za 

Webmaster Ronan Sanderson   

Regalia Gidion Snyman 076 427 6854 snymangidion@xsinet.co.za 

Clubhouse Manager Richard Graham 083 683 6179 richardsg@webmail.co.za  

Club Registrar Alan Sheard 082 257 2635  

Spares Manager Peter Inskip 082 651 9581 peterinskip@iburst.co.za 

 

mailto:tom.dougan10@gmail.com
mailto:tom.dougan10@gmail.com
mailto:drivelines.neil@gmail.com
mailto:peterinskip@iburst.co.za
mailto:gerhard.vor@nedbank.co.za
mailto:jamie.hart@kingsley.co.za
mailto:snymangidion@xsinet.co.za
mailto:peterinskip@iburst.co.za
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NOGGINS AND RUNS FOR 2011 

 
29 January   Noggin Saturday 10am  

13 February   Run Sunday George Car Show w/end 

26 February   Noggin Saturday 10am  

13 March   Run Sunday  

26 March   Noggin Saturday 10am BSCT Sunday 27th 

10 April   Run Sunday  

30 April   Noggin Saturday 10am Holiday w/end 

15 May (to avoid Mother’s 

day)   Run 

Sunday  

28 May   Noggin Saturday 10am  

12 June   Run Sunday W/end with PE club or 

following w/end? 

25 June   Noggin Saturday 10am  

10 July   Run Sunday  

30 July   Noggin Saturday 10am  

14 August   Run Sunday  

27 August   Noggin Saturday 10am  

11 September   Run Sunday  

24 September   Noggin Saturday 10am Whales and Wheels, 

Hermanus  Hol. w/end 

9 October   Run Sunday  

29 October   Noggin Saturday 10am  

13 November   Run Sunday  

27 November   Noggin Saturday 10am AGM 

 

 

 
JOHANNESBURG 
 

This year - as all years lately - has gone by with immense speed. It is frightening. The Jo'burg Centre has 

had a fairly good year with good attendances to most events and noggins'. We hosted the National Gathering 

at the Drakensberg which I am lead to believe, went off very well indeed. All in all - a good year.  

 Still in winter, we had some good outings to new venues - one to the Lory Park in Midrand where amazing 

raptors can be seen and even huge tigers and lions! We had a little picnic there afterwards (besides the lions 

& tigers!) and then made off for home. The other visit was to the Rietvlei Dam which, has a dam from 

which Pretoria gets most of its drinking water. One can sail there and there is also a nature/game reserve 

there as well. Another picnic was enjoyed there during the course of the afternoon in much quieter 

surroundings. Can you believe it, but some b.... killed three rhino's there recently and made off with their 

horns!  
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Ian Carmichael arranged for our club to participate in the MG Winter Rally - a regularity rally run under the 

rules of SARRA. Triumphs outnumbered the MG's and our club did pretty well. The message to us is clear 

that a lot of our members will participate in such events so perhaps we will put more of them on the calendar 

for next year. 

End of July saw us attending the route find organised by the Pretoria Centre, and again I was delighted to 

see 17 Jo'burg members entered!! We didn't do as well as we hoped, but had a good day nevertheless and 

had a good lunch afterwards. Our August month saw us heading off south to Parys - that's in the 'Free State. 

It's on the banks of the Vaal River and has become a bit of a tourist attraction - much like Dullstroom or 

Prince Albert. OK maybe that's stretching it a bit, but it does have nice antique shops, art galleries, pubs and 

restaurants in the main drag. It's a bit far, but a nice place to go to once in a while. 

Winter turned to Summer almost overnight- I think we had one week of Spring! Better for motoring.  In 

Pretoria the Jacarandas were in full bloom quite early due to the sudden heat, and the Pretoria Centre 

arranged the annual Jacaranda run to admire them. After travelling through the streets of the capital, we 

made our way to Jan Smuts' farm, Doornfontein, where the Studebaker Club was having their annual 

Concours. There were many other car clubs too so we had a great picnic there. One thing it taught me is 

NEVER have a noisy juke box and p.a. system at a concourse - especially when you're having a picnic as 

well. That was a bit annoying. 

 

November saw us and the Pretoria Centre going to Gilroy's Brewery in Muldersdrift. That's north-west of 

Johannesburg in an area we often go to because of the multitude of rivers, resorts and mountain retreats. 

There is a craft market there, with Ngwenya Glass having a large premises with their goods on display and 

glass-blowing also being done. Ngwenya Glass comes from Swaziland and are artifacts made of re-cycled 

glass. Quite beautiful stuff. Other craft stalls, restaurants and shops circle the place and in the middle of all 

this is Gilroy's Brewery, owned and run by Steve Gilroy and his great sense of humour. We always enjoy it 

there and this time was no exception. 

Our noggins' continue to be enjoyable, and in September we had a Whisky-tasting evening. This time 

Johnny Walker arranged it and we had a good sample of their full range - including gold and blue. It's a 

great thing to do for a noggin' and I suggest other clubs do it too. It beats wine tasting which is now pretty 

long in the tooth. 

 In October we had our AGM where all of the club formalities were dealt with. The members showed 

confidence in the existing committee by voting them in again - or was it that no-one else can be found? 

Anyway, yours truly is still chairman with Mike Gilchrist vice-chairman. Bev Moranduzzo is secretary with 

Eddie Steele membership secretary. Elaine Castlemaine still holds the newsletter portfolio and Mark Hirst 

taking over the regalia from Mike Gilchrist. Thank you to all of you for doing this one more year (and more 

I hope), and thank you for the hard work put in for the club this past year. 

We have had to move our noggin' venue due to the previous one having to make way for some other 

development. After much searching we decided to follow our previous host, Harry, to his new venue in 

Sandringham.  
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So we still have a pub and still have a meal prepared for us at each noggin. Coincidentally, our new venue is 

located at the Fairmount Bowls Club, while the venue for the Pretoria Centre noggins is the Sportpark 

Bowls Club. This might be telling us something, and perhaps this points to a challenge between the two 

centres with bowls this time. Can be interesting! 

Talking of challenges, we had our annual inter-centre quiz with the boys across the Jukskei and what a 

bummer - they moer'd us! Well done Pretoria but next time we'll put it right. 

We have just had our last noggin' of the year and the next event will be the Christmas Lunch. It will have 

happened by the time you read this, but we will be holding it together with the Pretoria Centre at last. We 

have finally decided to have it together and make it a proper Christmas Lunch instead of a dinner. Much 

better - will report on it next time. Until then we wish all the members in the Triumph Club a great 

Christmas and New Year. Have a fantastic holiday - please drive carefully and Godspeed. 

Johannesburg Centre 

 
KZN 
There has been much activity in our neck of the woods. 

Recent events were as follows:- 

Graham Cheetham British Sports Car run to Hiberdene on the South Coast. A great day in sparkling 

sunshine. 40 cars took part of which 25 were Triumphs. 

KZN Region show day, a relaxed affair with many Triumph issues discussed and solved and cars closely 

inspected. 

Scottburgh Car Show was attended by no less than 23 Triumphs. 

Skid Pan day in conjunction with the local MG club was attended enthusiastically by the wannabe racers. 

North Coast TR7 run including a visit to the control tower of the new King Shaka Airport, 15 Triumphs 

attended. 

7 club members attended the Pietermaritzburg VCC sports car day and the “Car of the Day” award went to 

our own Ivor Carlsen for his splendid, white TR3A. 

Triumphs have been changing hands within the club and 2 “new “cars have joined us. 

Dave van der Westhuizen acquired a TR6 from the Amanzimtoti area and Zane van Rensburg joined the 

club together with his restored Spitfire. 

Rudi Venter “imported” a TR7 from Gauteng and sold his TR3 to Darryl Hurter, who sold his Spitfire MK2 

to Cathy Roostee. All the new owners are very happy with their “new” cars. Actually, getting an “old” 

Triumph is far more exciting than getting a modern car.  

Any arguments?  

We are attracting some younger members which is very exciting & bodes well for the future. 

Our Tuesday night Noggins continue to be well attended & excitement is building for our Christmas Lunch 

on Sunday 21st November. 

Keep the Revs up! 

Darryl Hurter 
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PORT ELIZABETH 
 
We are almost at the end of the year and everybody seems to be very, very busy, 
whether it’s preparing for the usual Xmas activities and holidays, or trying to finish 
the work on their Triumphs.  
Down here in the friendly city and “not windy city Eric!” some of us are already 
preparing our Triumphs for the very popular, annual George Old Car Show, 12-13 
February 2011. We will be joined by some Cape Town members as well, hopefully 
some Border members as well, and plan to have an excellent Triumph display and 
braai party, once again! Not to be missed by serious car lovers; ask Nols Pienaar 
should you not believe us! 
Our noggins take place at the EPVCC clubhouse every first Monday of the month 
and are still well attended, averaging 20-25 members. Visitors are always welcome 
and can contact any committee member for directions. Contact details can be found 
on our website www.tsccpe.co.za 
On the events side during August we had Bob’s popular and educational, annual 
Smarties run, “A river runs through it....the Baakens.” It took us along the some 
forgotten beauty and secluded spots along the Baakens River with its lush 
vegetated valley in PE. So often we take the natural beauty of our environment and 
historical past for granted! 2 x Spitfires, 1x TR6, 1 x TR7 and 5 x plastics 
participated in the event. After the run we ‘kuiered and braaied” at the MTN centre 
with its magnificent facilities, where more members joined us to watch the SPA F1 
on big screen. The regular Smarties Quiz based on observations along the route 
was closely contested with only one point separating the top three winners with 
Jimmy & Daria Sheard taking top honours. The club is indebted to Mike Koch and 
MTN for making the facility available to us and for donating all the prizes. 
On 14 August a few of us attended the regional classic/historical car races at 
Scribante and were joined by the MG club. 8 x MGs, 1 x Healy Sprite and the lonely 
Spitfire of Deon made the trip, including a few plastics. We saw cars and races not 
less than 20-30 entries per race and they really raced! Ford GT 40s, Mustangs, 
Galaxies, Studebakers, Meissner Escorts, Mazda Rotary Specials, Capris, Firenzas, 
Minis, Opels, Golfs, Renault Gordinis, including a lonely Spitfire competed. Although 
the Spitfire was fitted with a Nissan 1400 engine, it clocked nearly 200kmh at the 
end of the straight! We also bumped into Mike & Nerina Napoli from the CPT centre; 
racing an Alfa Sud. The racing was well supported and a bargain at R30 per car! A 
race day enjoyed by all and worth supporting in the future! 
During September we had our regular Travelling Supper outing but this time around 
some of our lady members catered for us at different homes. Although the outing 
looked like a 4x4 event, at least 3 x Spitfires joined the convoy with 29 members in 
attendance. Our first stop was at Carl & Barbara Butlion’s house in Sea View, 
overlooking the ocean, for sundowners, Old Brown Sherry and Chilli Bites! We also 
viewed Carl’s TR6 project. The 2nd stop was at Frikkie & Carolyn Viljoen’s house 
where we enjoyed a choice of two soup dishes and very fresh bread rolls.  
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The 3rd stop was at Beyers & Mile Vermaak’s house where we had the main meat 
and pasta dish with”lekker” salads and ciabutta bread in the “memorabilia and 
model car emporium – Bob’s own words.” The last stop was at Godfrey & Jackie 
Gericke’s house where we had delicious dessert treats. What a wonderful time we 
all had! We are indeed appreciative to all the ladies who prepared the dishes which 
included Yvonne de Kock, Dorita Pretorius, Daria Sheard, Carolyn Viljoen, Mile 
Vermaak and her mom, Rina, Jackie Gericke and Antoinette Heunis. Also, many 
thanks once again to all the hosts and hopefully we’ll repeat it next year again! 
The very popular ‘national’ Milligan Rally, organised by the EPVCC, took place 12-
16 September and two of our club members took part. There were 40 entries. Roy & 
Yvette Nel in a TR3A finished 8th and Kenneth Brown from Somerset East in a TR3, 
finished 23rd overall. We congratulate them on an excellent Triumph performance 
and for promoting the marque in such a prestigious event! 
During October we had our annual, open club, ABSA Currie Cup run at the EPVCC 
club house. Although the weather was not conducive to open top driving we had 
approximately 50 enthusiastic rugby supporters in attendance. We had a “gaggle” of 
MGs and a lonely Sunbeam Tiger and Alfa Spider in the convoy. The Triumph 
marque was poorly represented viz. 2 x TR2s, 2 x TR7s and a lonely Spitfire. Frikkie 
Viljoen once again plotted a very interesting 70km route to Coega via the Swartkops 
River settlement and back to the clubhouse. The highlight was a visit to the lonely 
wind turbine at Coega, with its blades the length of a Boeing’s wing! The whining 
noise it makes can become environmentally unfriendly, especially if there’s a “farm” 
full of them. Once again the EPVCC ladies provided us with scrumptious mega 
cheeseburgers and fresh “slap” chips and of course the Crankcase bar with much 
needed liquid refreshments! The raffle hamper which was mainly sponsored by 
Dunlop Tyres, thanks to Yvonne, was won by an MG member for “predicting” the 
final score and added R250 to our kitty. Congratulations must also go to Dave 
Patten and his beautiful BRG TR2 for winning the most “Desirable Triumph Car 
Trophy” as judged by the EPVCC ladies.  
On 1 November we had our AGM and 22 members were present. The AGM went 
well with a positive attitude and involvement from all the members and with 
everyone looking forward to 2011. Due to other commitments, Frikkie Viljoen, Jimmy 
& Daria Sheard indicated that they were not available for re-election to the 
committee. They were thanked for their positive contributions and loyalty to our 
centre in the past and for continued support towards club activities in the future. 
Most important on the agenda was the election of the 2011 committee:  
Chairman – Deon de Kock 
Vice Chairman – Jon Rademan 
Secretary & Fergie Scribe – Bob Pretorius 
Treasurer – Godfrey Gericke 
Webmaster – Michael Koch 
Events & Inter Club Liaison – Leon van Loggerenberg 
Club Points Scorer – Mile Vermaak 
Sabrina Scribe & Spares Coordinator – Beyers Vermaak 
Once again, we’re thankful and grateful to all of these members for sacrificing their 
personal and family lives in support of the well-being of our centre and the Triumph 
club as a whole. A photo will be forwarded for the next issue of Sabrina. 
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By the time you’ve read this contribution we would have had our annual Awards 
Evening at the German Club; for a report and photos, please also see the next 
Sabrina edition. 
Our poor turnout of Triumphs at events is due to the fact that most members are 
busy “restoring/refurbishing” their cars and we expect a better turnout for 2011 as 
more Triumphs should be on the road.....hopefully!!  
Our wealthy Chairman is fortunate enough to sport three Triumphs in his garage, a 
TR2, TR4 and Spitfire. His favourite, the TR4, “blue bird of happiness ... I think?” 
which is currently undergoing “forced” restoration! The engine is being reconditioned 
by one of our new club members, Harold Heunis, according to technical advice from 
John Roets as supplied by Dennis Cook. Thank the good Lord for small mercies as 
Deon is a real pain in the ass! The rest of the car is with a potential new member, 
Tobie Muller, redoing/repainting the body. I doubt it very much that he’ll ever join the 
club after finishing Deon’s car ...the poor slave!! Oh yes, free advice, please 
remember to fit a new oil pump when reconditioning an engine; Deon’s advice as he 
did not do it in 1999!!!!!!...and the new upgraded water pump from Moss!!!!!!!! 
Rob Elliot’s TR7 is back on the road again after blowing a head gasket and ready for 
the George Old Car Show. Beyers Vermaak’s black TR3A, Pickanien, is just about 
finished but needs the carpets and upholstery to be done, including the hood. 
Should also be ready for the George Old Car Show, as well as Jon Rademan’s TR7 
V8 project. Roger Sutton’s Stag project is also completed and we’re looking forward 
to seeing it at 2011 events. Peter Leyland’s silver TR6 is just about finished as well 
and he’s busy sorting out the paper work to have it registered. 
That’s all for now folks! From all of us in the friendly city, may you have a blessed 
Christmas and a very happy Triumph fun-filled New Year! Should you be travelling 
over the festive season, please drive safely and return home in one piece to enjoy 
your Triumph in 2011! 
 Please Note: You’re welcome to read or download our monthly Fergie 
newsletter on our website www.tsccpe.co.za Also, many thanks to the Cape 
Town  and Pretoria centres for providing us with their monthly newsletters via 
e-mail to our Chairman, and also many thanks to Deon for forwarding them to 
us as members. 
Kind Regards, 
Beyers Vermaak; PE Centre 
 

 

Pretoria 
 

Having just taken over the Chair from Nols Pienaar, who requested a well deserved rest from Triumph 

committee related responsibility, I find myself having to re-focus as to the reason I joined our Triumph club 

in the first place. 

Firstly though I would like to thank Nols and Cathy for the time they have given our beloved Pretoria 

Triumph club.  

http://www.tsccpe.co.za/
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Nols’s enthusiasm and determination, which started some 30 years ago, together with his seemingly endless 

knowledge of our Triumph marquee, can in fact not be replaced……..by anyone, so I am not going to even 

try to fill his shoes. 

 

I have however my own shoes to fill, so I 

went and sat on a round rock to decide 

which way I will tackle this next year. 

 

We have had a pretty good past 12 months, 

which Nols covered in the previous 

Sabrina, which is also well documented by 

our Editor in the Triumph Herald, so re-

hashing our past events seems futile. 

However taking the best of the events and 

discussing which our members enjoyed 

most, seems logical, and this was what we 

did at our recent Noggin. 

 

Firstly I felt I needed to discuss with our 

members the “voluntary” joining of our 

club, then also the responsibility and 

commitment I feel we need to carry as a 

group. Unfortunately discussing this at a 

Noggin seems like “preaching to the 

converted”, as the members that attend the 

Noggins and monthly runs, do carry the 

responsibility and do have the commitment 

to always attend, so naturally they are the 

participating members whose opinion I care 

the most for. 

Unanimously we all agreed on an away week-end around March to celebrate our club’s 30th anniversary. 

This will be to the Magoebeskloof in the Tzaneen area at the Magoebeskloof chalets. 

Also discussed were the preferences of the monthly runs, and again we agreed upon some “different” type of 

events that were never part of our “official” type of events……………they now will become “official” 

events. 

These include participating in the MG clubs Icicle Rally, a very well organized time and distance controlled 

rally, as well as the POMC (Pretoria Old Motor Club) Mampoer Rally with marshal points and special 

stages. (After all they have the 79year old lady navigating her 85year old husband driver in a 1937 

something or the other competing and scoring good points). So why not our Triumphs………..sounds 

exciting, and besides this gives the guys an excuse to play with their toys in a controlled environment.  

We will also include the “Cars in the Park” in August as well as “Wheels at the Vaal” a two day event on the 

banks of the Vaal River. The well advertised and well organized “Toy Run” from different areas, all 

culminating at a centralized point to hand over the Toys we will be collecting during the year, also was well 

accepted as a possibility. 
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Our Cats Eyes event shared with the MG club as well as treasure hunts shared with the Jo’burg club all 

proved to be top of the pops. Angela’s Picnic and the Piston Ring clubs annual organized swop meet and 

flea market will also be slotted to our activities at the appropriate dates and times. 

So yes, we are looking forward to a fun filled 2011, with arrangements in place to contact each and every 

club member and keep them each personally involved and inspired on a monthly basis as to “what’s next”, 

including some spontaneous, interesting events that pop up during the year, of which we are not aware yet. 

Saturday evening “soup and buns” events in winter and “Drive your Triumph to work this Friday” type of ad 

hoc events will form part of our strategy, all to be discussed and motivated at our monthly “Noggins with a 

difference”. 

Yep…….a new broom sweeps clean and with the help of a very committed new committee, and a proudly 

Triumph newsletter, were ready to go…………………there are already enough of our members inspired 

and committed to make this happen. 

We will be keeping SABRINA informed of our fun programme in the next issue. 

 

New Committee: 

Events Co-Coordinator – Bill Sales 

Treasurer – Engela van Vuuren 

Point Scores – Marius Labuscagne 

Regalia – Jaco van Vuuren 

Newsletter Editor – Helen Flynn 

 

Proudly Triumph 

Bill Flynn. 

082 921 3854 

flynnstones@wol.co.za 

 

 
From the bookshelf.  

  

Classic Car & Sportscar punts for the TR6 in its September issue claiming that prices for 2’s, 3’s & 4’s are 

going “Stratospheric” in the UK & that the same thrills can be had in a 6 for a fraction of the cost. This is a 

well illustrated 6 page tribute. 

Seemingly in contradiction in its September Price Watch section it claims that TR4/5/6’s are heading into E 

Type price territory. It goes onto to recommend buying ex USA TR6’s because they are much cheaper and 

can always be converted to 150HP.  

They also test A TR6 in their “One you can buy” section. 

On Television’s “Wheeler Dealers” our two intrepid “haircutters” turned their attention to a Spitfire 1500. 

Have you ever seen them clean the engine, suspension & even the brakes? For this Spitfire they went as far 

as to remove the head, convert it to un-leaded and fit new valves & valve springs. They did all of this 

without clean or repainting the rocker cover! 
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The August edition of Clasics Monthly has a host of small tips:- 

Fitting a modern radio. 

Fitting electronic ignition. 

SU carb & anti flood caused by ethanol in unleaded petrol. 

LED bulbs (just fit & forget) 

Now for the important one, so get off to the CNA right now the September edition of Classic Monthly is a 

special Triumph Edition and features:- 

Triumph versus MG. 

Budget buys picks Triumphs on a £5,000 budget. 

Triumph Spitfire versus Vincent Hurricane. 

TR6 versus MGC. 

TR7 history & development. 

Triumph Stag restoration. 

Dolomite & Herald versus MG 1300 & MG Midget 

Triumph renown 

Now read this next one & weep, 

November’s Classic & Sports Car features on five colour photograph filled a car which they they term as 

“Turning a TR into a sex kitten. What else but Michelotti designed and Vignale built Triumph Italia. You 

can buy it if you have £ 89,000. 

Ed 

 

 

ECONOMICS MADE EASY 
 The following is taken from the Business Day’s Insider column & I have taken the liberty of altering it 

slightly. 

It is a slow day in a small town in the European Country of Serendipity. Times are tough & everyone in the 

town is in debt and living on credit. 

A rich Tourist drive into the town in his immaculate restored Triumph. 

Entering the towns small hotel he tells the owner that he wishes to inspect the rooms before deciding to stay 

the night. The owner agrees but asks for a $200 deposit which the tourist places on the counter & then goes 

off up stair. 

The owner picks up the $200 & dashes next door to the Butcher & pays his debt of $200. 

The Butcher takes the $ 200 & races to the abattoir & pays his debt of $200. 

The abattoir owner dashes across the road & settles his $200 debt at the Bottle Store. 

The Bottle Store owner goes off with the $200 top find the towns Prostitute & pay his debt of $200. 

The Prostitute gratefully accepts the $200 which she hurries of with to pay her outstanding room rent at the 

hotel. 

The Hotel owner places the $200 on the counter just before the Tourist returns.  

The Tourist declares that he his not happy with the Hotel picks up his $2oo jumps into his Triumph & 

leaves. 

EDITOR 
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 What you see may not be what you get THE 
TR7 Spider  

This article was written for Sabrina by Ken Boss quite a few years ago, it has 
been resurrected following a request from the USA to Val McMillan the Editor 
of the TR Driver. Ken kindly looked back through his files & voila. 
Our American friend has subsequently stated that it is the best TR7 Spider 
report ever written. Consequently since this is such an historic & valuable 
reference for this rare piece of Triumph history I have decided that despite its 
length I will reproduce it as one article and again say thank you to Ken for 
writing it in the first place &to Val for instigating the search. On the back cover 
you will find a photographic tribute both to the car & to Kens work. 

Eric 

 

A Spider in South Africa 
 

Spiders (of the TR7 variety) are quite rare now and very few people have actually 
seen one. I purchased mine as a TR7 DHC on 20th June 1991 from a chap who 
could not get a fuel-injected problem sorted out. He had only owned the car for a 
few months. I had a TR5 and two PI Saloons at the time and was a "fundi" on the 
fuel injection, so the fuel-injected TR7 really appealed to me. I always wanted to 
own a TR7, and a rare fuel-injected one was a fantastic find.  

After "working" on the owner for a few weeks, I managed to persuade him to sell it 
to me. Unfortunately the engine "blew-up" after only driving the car for a few miles 
(the timing chain tensioner fell out and the chain disengaged). Once I started 
stripping the engine, I found many other problems and ended up doing a full rebuild 
on the car. I sprayed it a bright red. It was completed to Concours standards and 
was considered to be one of the top Triumph Sports Cars in South Africa from 1991 
to 2000. 

Early in the year 2000 I found out that the car was in fact a genuine Spider, so I 
researched the car - not easy and very time-consuming! When I had established 
how rare the car was (especially the fuel-injected version of the TR7 Spider - most 
of them had carbs.), we decided to restore it back to original specification. 

 This was not easy! For instance, it took many month's of research to get the 
correct colour of black paint (the paint mixture includes a certain amount of maroon 
to give a reddish glow when the car stands in bright sunlight).  

The TR7 Spider was the first Triumph to be painted with twin pack acrylic paint 
and a special label was attached in the engine compartment to this effect.  

Similarly, the wheels are much brighter silver than the standard TR7 or TR8 alloy 
wheels, and in fact have a different part number. My wheels had the correct part 
number, but had been powder coated in a grey colour. 
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 So, this rebuild was a very different challenge to previous Triumph rebuilds I had 
done. There was virtually nothing to be done mechanically to the car other than 
refitting the whole air-conditioning system. I had removed this in 1991 when 
rebuilding the car because it did not work, and I thought it was an unnecessary 
complication. The carpets, seat coverings and badging/striping presented real 
challenges to me. The car was entered into the Concours d'Etat bi-annual 
competition in 2001 and came first in class and 2nd overall with about 100 entries. 
The car should have done better, but the judges did not have sufficient time to study 
and refer to the documentation I had put together to substantiate originality. 
However, I am very happy with the car and it goes extremely well. It is very smooth 
to drive and is economical. The only car I would consider exchanging it for would be 
a genuine TR8! 

So, this rebuild was a very different challenge to previous Triumph rebuilds I had 
done. There was virtually nothing to be done mechanically to the car other than 
refitting the whole air-conditioning system. I had removed this in 1991 when 
rebuilding the car because it did not work, and I thought it was an unnecessary 
complication. The carpets, seat coverings and badging/striping presented real 
challenges to me. The car was entered into the Concours d'Etat bi-annual 
competition in 2001 and came first in class and 2nd overall with about 100 entries. 
The car should have done better, but the judges did not have sufficient time to study 
and refer to the documentation I had put together to substantiate originality. 
However, I am very happy with the car and it goes extremely well. It is very smooth 
to drive and is economical. The only car I would consider exchanging it for would be 
a genuine TR8! 

With the help of the TR Drivers Club, I now have a Heritage Certificate, which 
corroborates the car’s authenticity. 
 

Ken continues with describing the differences between a TR7 Roadster & a TR7 Spider 

 

I now look at the distinguishing differences between the TR7 DHC and the TR7 Spider. And also describe 

how I went about resourcing items specific to the Spider model, and what I did to match items that are no 

longer available. 

During October 1999, I was very fortunate to attend a one-week’s course in London. Not only was this the 

first time that I would visit a foreign country, but after the conference I was able to spend a few days with 

my friend Ian Evans (chairman of the TR Register), and his wife Les at their home in Bournemouth. On my 

arrival at Ian’s home, he mentioned that he had emailed a friend of his in America – Marty Lodawer, who 

owns a TR7 Spider. Ian had mentioned my forthcoming stay with him and also that I had a fuel injection 

left-hand drive TR7. Ian had driven my 7 during his two stays with us in South Africa, and knew that fuel 

injected TR7’s are fairly rare today. 

Marty had emailed back to enquire the colour of my car, and Ian had told him that it was red. When Ian told 

me of these messages, we wondered at the relevance of the colour. I said to Ian that my car was in fact 

originally black when it had left the factory. We decided to let Marty know this. Within hours we were 

asked what the car’s commission number was. I had to send an email home to my wife, Liz to get the 

information, which was then conveyed to Marty. After all these emails going back and forth across the 

world, back came the announcement that I was the owner of a genuine TR7 Spider.  

Ian then showed me a slide he had taken in America of two Spiders parked next to each other, one being 

Marty’s. 
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I established that although there are some Spiders left in America in various states of repair, condition and 

originality, only a very few remain on the Concours circuit. It also appears that very few, if any, still have 

the original seat covers as the material used was of a rather so-so quality and did not last well at all. As far 

as can be established, there are no Spiders in the U.K. or on the Continent. Via the Internet I tracked down 

one in Norway, and one in the U.K., but on further investigation I established that they were not TR7 

Spiders. 

Because our car is one of so few, we felt it justified being returned to as original as possible. We certainly 

did not want a black car by choice. We like a TR7 in red with black seats and dark grey carpeting - to me 

these colours go well together, are good looking and are serviceable. We did not fancy the Spider’s striped 

seat covers and felt that light-coloured carpets would be most unserviceable. To us, a black car only looks 

good when it is spotlessly clean. Black is also such an unforgiving colour, showing every chip, imperfection 

and scratch. 

I had fully rebuilt our TR7 some 8 years before, and had not covered a great distance since then. All 

mechanical aspects of the car were in tip-top condition with the exception of the front brake discs, which 

were due for replacement. The tyres were in good condition, but as they were getting a bit old, we decided to 

replace them with the correct size tyres.  We are aware of a few serious accidents due to tyre failure where 

these were still in good condition, but more than 10 years old. I had fitted 175 by 13 inch tyres instead of 

185 by 13 inch with the idea of improving wet weather road holding (my theory is that a narrower tyre is 

less likely to aquaplane because it is carrying more weight per square inch of road contact). 

The more Liz and I looked at photographs of Spiders, the more the overall “look” of the package appealed to 

us, so we decided to go for a Transformation of our car. 

 

THE NAME “SPIDER” 

 

What is a “Spider”? According to Sue Davis of the Triumph Register of Southern California, when it was 

real horses and just one horsepower powering a man’s transportation, a “Spider” was a small, nimble 

carriage with slender spider-like construction that was designed to be driven by the gentleman who owned it. 

It carried only two or three people. It is difficult to trace the origins of “Spider” carriages, some claiming 

Europe or the U.S. as originators, others the Dutch in South Africa, hence the changing of the “i” to a “y” 

used by some of the “lesser” sports cars! 

Ferrari was one of the first to use the Spyder designation for an automobile in the post-war, and Porsche 

followed not long after. Fiat and Alfa Romeo both have used the term and Chevrolet had a Monza Spyder as 

well. The Triumph TR7 Spider was however, the first British-built car to carry that designation. 

 

TR7 SPIDER 

 

The TR7 Spider was a limited edition of the TR7 for the United States market and was built in 1980. There 

were actually two versions. The California-only version had Bosch L-Jetronic/Lucas fuel injection system, 

and the 49 State version for the rest of the States had twin SU carburetors. The Spiders were all 5 speed 

roadsters and were fitted with air conditioning.  

All other differences were basically trim, including unique alloy wheels as used on the TR8, but painted a 

brighter/warmer silver, and the TR8 leather trimmed steering wheel fitted with a Triumph laurel wreath 

emblem in the centre the boss (the TR8 did not have this badge), but it can also be found on the steering 

wheel of the 30th Anniversary Edition TR7. 

 I discovered that some TR7 Spiders do not have this badge. Either they had gone missing over the years or 

were not fitted in the first place. They were glued on and could easily have fallen off at some stage. 

Also fitted was an AM/FM stereo cassette player (that rarely worked right), pewter-coloured deep pile 

carpet, and special seat covers with vertical stripes in grey and black. 

The cars were not exported with all of the trim. For example, the striping kits, radios and steering wheels 

were fitted by the importer in America. The 1980 TR7 Spider was a marketing package developed by the 

United States importers, Jaguar, Rover, and Triumph (JRT). The cosmetic packages were sourced by the 

importer, JRT and retro-fitted by the dealers. Many of the part numbers will not be found in the factory 

manuals or parts lists because they were not factory sourced parts. Many of the parts were secured through 

various sources at JRT and shipped to the dealers with the accessory parts in the cars’ boots. Those parts 
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which were JRT sourced and were not factory installed can be found in the accompanying list with the JRT 

part number: 

 

PART JRT NUMBER 

Steering wheel with boss PKC1295 

Steering wheel insert (laurel wreath & Triumph) JRT601015 

Insert surround black plastic ULC2999 

Stripe Spider reflective JRT1-5239 

Radio AM/FM plus cassette BLM105092 

Alloy Wheel RKC2111S 

Centre hub cap UKC6877 

Lug nut UKC7179 

 

As far as I can ascertain, only Spiders have the trim code RAF on the VIN plate. The VIN numbers of 

special edition cars have a “*” proceeding and following the number, so our car’s number reads: 

*PZDJ8AA401701*. 

 

The diff ratio for the fuel-injected TR7 is 3.45:1 as against 3.90:1 for the manual carburetor 5-speed models. 

All the Spiders were black with reflective red accent stripes with the word “Spider” on each flank just ahead 

of the rear wheels and “TR7” and “Spider” on the boot lid. The Triumph laurel wreath on the nose was also 

a red reflective decal. 

An optional accessory was the fitment of Bosch fog lights up front – the switch and necessary wiring was 

already fitted by the factory for this option. Also a dealer option was the fitment of a door mirror on the RH 

door, although the dealers generally refused to strip the doors to fit the reinforcing bracket, using self-

tapping screws to secure the mirrors in place! 

Actual production was around 1270 with 400 of those being fuel-injected. 

 

 

CARPETING 

 

The carpets fitted to the TR7 Spider were pewter coloured in deep pile nylon. These were moulded over the 

floor pan, but separate pieces were glued to each side of the car to cover the sills. No edging was sewn along 

the cut edges. A black ribbed rubber mat was fitted in the driver’s foot well and a similar-pattern oval-

shaped patch fitted on the right-hand side of the driver’s foot well. 

But what about the rear parcel shelf carpeting? 

The colour of a TR7 parcel shelf depends on the trim and the year. Early TR7 roadsters had black rear parcel 

shelves, and this was also used on the Spider. The type of carpeting on the parcel shelf is different from 

other carpeting used in the car in that the fibres are in loops and aligned in rows, instead of being cut pile. 

 

ALLOY WHEELS 

 

Although the alloy wheels on the Spider resemble those of the TR8, they do differ. The TR8 wheel had part 

number RKC2111 and is of a fairly dark grey colour. Those of the TR7 Spider are part number RKC2111S 

and are a “Silver” version of the wheel. I am not sure whether the “S” in the part number refers to “silver” or 

to “Spider”. Each wheel is coded with the date of manufacture, using the first twelve letters of the alphabet, 

excluding “I”. 

It is possible that the factory had experimented with rim colours because one owner decided to refurbish his 

wheels and found gold paint under the silver, and these wheels were original! 

 

SOLIHULL/CANLEY? 

 

Virtually all the Spider Edition TR7’s were built at Solihull and have VIN numbers between 40001 and 

402001. It is possible that the first few Spiders were built at Canley before production shifted to Solihull. 

The Canley cars have VIN numbers in the range 2xxxxx. 
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WEB SITE 

 

If you have many hours to spend surfing the web, information can be found relating to the TR7 Spider. 

However, you must also be careful, because the cars are 20 years old and probably most of them have had 

several owners. During this time owners have changed details on their cars, so the present owners cannot be 

100% sure that their cars are truly original. You need to cross check and double check, and this is time 

consuming! I have even found differences on some of the factory publicity photographs. We all know that 

prototypes can have detail differences to the models actually sold. 

A picture of a TR7 Spider Sales Brochure can be found on Smitty’s Wedge Heaven at 

http://www.cvn.net/~gsmith/SWH-SpiderBrochure.htm 

 

 

RESEARCH 

 

STRIPING AND BADGES 

 

My first port of call was to Marty Lodawer, requesting information, pictures, etc – anything that could 

possibly help me with the Transformation. Marty suggested that I try the Roadster Factory for the striping 

and badge kit. I immediately contacted them and secured the last kit they had – manufactured from exactly 

the same Scotchlight ruby-red reflector sheeting and of exactly the same patterns as the original. This was a 

major breakthrough for me. The body sports a twin red stripe along the sides and across the boot lid. The 

word “Spider” appears just ahead of the rear wheel arches on either side of the car. The standard laurel 

wreath in red appears on the apron and the words “Spider” and “TR7” are found on the boot lid. 

It is possible that the “TR7” and “Spider” decals were not always on the same sides of the boot lid, as 

Marty’s car differs from the publicity brochures. I have adhered to the publicity brochure for the fitment of 

our decals. 

 

Marty was of the opinion that the main challenge for me would be getting the seats right. I had pictures of 

the seats (found on the internet), but needed to know what type of cloth had been used. After much surfing 

on the Internet, I found out that British Leyland had also used this cloth on a special edition Mini that had 

been exported to Germany. The cloth was not of good quality and the factory apparently sold off its 

remaining stock as curtaining material.  

 

However, I had also established that it was a velour-type material. I know velour quite well as my 1976 

Triumph PI saloon was fitted with it (it also did not wear well at all). 

I searched through hundreds of materials at upholstery dealers and found an imported cloth similar to velour, 

but manufactured for use in “public places”.  The make is Courtisone and the colour “smoke”. It is very 

wear resistant and does not attract fluff like fine velvet does. It is also Scotch-Guarded, and therefore stain 

resistant. The next problem was of course, “what about the stripes?” I decided that the option of sewing 

them in was not practical. The alternative of silk-screening was investigated and found to have potential. 

From pictures I was able to scale off the width of the various stripes and make a pattern, which I printed out 

on a laser printer, using what appeared to be the correct shades of grey. I purchased the material and cut it 

into 6 panels (4 to be used for the two seats, and two as spares). Armed with these panels and my pattern, I 

visited a screen printer and explained my needs. He mixed his inks and applied them to small sections of the 

material and asked me to come and have a look once the ink had dried properly. This happened three times 

before I gave him the okay to go ahead with the printing. 

http://www.cvn.net/~gsmith/SWH-SpiderBrochure.htm
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CARPETING 

 

The next challenge was the carpeting. Fortunately, under the charcoal carpet in my car was the entire 

original pewter-colour carpet. I cut off a sample where the carpet goes up under the backboard, because here 

it never saw the light of day and was not subjected to wear and tear. We washed the sample and dried it. I 

then decided to go straight to a carpet manufacturer for assistance in matching it up. They were most 

helpful, saying that the original carpet was of a polypropylene fibre that was resistant to staining but not to 

wear. They would have expected the carpet to wear rapidly under the pedals where the heels rest on the 

carpet. (Maybe that is why rubber mats were fitted in this position!). They also said that it would not be easy 

to match exactly the pile type and colour and also find that it is available (seeing a sample in a catalogue 

does not automatically imply that stock is available!). We found a carpet with the same length and type of 

cut pile and very close in colour. The carpet had a plastic type of backing that ensured if it got wet, the 

carpet would not rot. 

 

The original carpet in the car had a rubber-type backing, and there was no separate under felt, the rubber 

backing being deemed sufficient for sound deadening and to give a feel of softness underfoot. 

 

I lifted the original carpeting with some misgiving, expecting to find anything as far as corrosion to the floor 

was concerned. What a pleasant surprise to find absolutely no rust at all, and after washing the floor with hot 

water and soap, it looked as good as new. 

 

RADIO/TAPE CASSETTE 

 

Having overcome the hurdle of sorting out the seats, decals and carpeting, I now turned my attention to the 

radio. I had the original radio for the car, which I had removed during the rebuild 8 years previously. The 

tape transport mechanism was faulty and un-repairable as spare parts were unobtainable. Also, being a 

1980’s model it did not have a high power output and would only have been effective in a stationary car. 

Had the tape mechanism been okay, I would have fitted it and tried to conceal an amplifier somewhere to 

overcome the power limitations. 

The next option was to find a suitable radio from that era. I obtained a very nice Pioneer set with AM/FM, 

rotary knobs, a dial with a moving needle for tuning, an auto-reversing tape mechanism, and high power 

output. However the set was just too big to fit into the TR7 radio aperture. As many TR7 owners have 

discovered, it is not easy to fit a radio neatly in these cars. 

What do I do now? I decided that I do not want a radio that does not work, so the original radio had to go. 

When judging Concours cars no penalties are applied for the fitment of suitable radios. Also, was the same 

radio fitted to all the TR7 Spiders? Unfortunately all the photographs I have seen do not show the radio. 
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 I therefore decided to look for a new modern high power set which would not look out of place in the car, 

and could be fitted into the available space. I purchased and fitted a Pioneer KEH 1950 radio/tape unit. 

Similarly the original puny loudspeakers in the doors were replaced with modern quality units. 

 

STEERING WHEEL 

 

The steering wheel comes with an interesting story. For seven years I drove the car with the steering wheel 

that was fitted when we purchased the car. Then Chris Schultz, a member of our Club, bought a TR7 DHC 

from the brother of the person who had owned my car. Chris complained that he did not like the steering 

wheel on his car, because it was thicker and of smaller diameter than the standard steering wheel, and 

obscured most of the dashboard instrumentation. I then remembered the previous owner of our car 

mentioning to me one day that he had swapped steering wheels with his brother. I told Chris about this, with 

the result that we were both happy with a straight swop. 

The steering wheel I got from Chris had been covered with a plastic snake-skin-like cover, making it very 

thick and cheap-looking. I removed this cover and found that the original soft leather underneath was in a 

poor condition. What now? In Durbanville where we live, is a business that makes and repairs leather items 

for the horse fraternity. I went to them and discussed my problem. Yes, they were able to supply very nice, 

thin, soft black leather and cover the wheel for me. 

 

BODY COLOUR 

 

Old Henry Ford apparently said, “You can have any colour as long as it is black”. Well, there is black and 

there is black and there is black! I definitely wanted the right colour black for our Transformation. Using the 

Internet again, and visiting the WorldWideWedge site, I obtained the paint codes for the colour as well as 

the name. The paint is called “Maraschino”, which makes sense to me because Maraschino cherries are 

those very dark blackish-red ones. The colour name sounds right for complementing the colour of the 

reflective badging and stripes on the car. 

The TR7 Spider was the first Triumph Sports car to be made available in black since the TR4 of 1962. No 

other U.S. TR7 variant, or TR8, was ever offered in black. Other TR7’s came in two different blacks, PAG, 

PMA - and PCF was only used for the Spider. What is also interesting is that apparently only the Spiders 

had a white decal on the driver’s side shock turret that says “TPA Paint”. Kurt Oblinger of the Triumph 

Register of Southern California suggests that this could stand for “Twin Pack Acrylic”. Under the red paint 

of our car was twin pack black paint. I wonder if this was the first time that twin pack paint was used on 

Triumph Sports Cars? 

A local Spies Hecker automotive paint supplier had assisted me with the painting of my daughter’s red 

TR7DHC, so I approached them for making up the colour. This was not an easy task because the colour was 

20 years old and limited to the TR7 Spider. They could not come up with a formulation despite me being 

able to provide the paint codes, so I went back to the web and also to the agents for the Glasurit range of 

automotive paints.  



 xxxiii 

After studying the formulations of over 70 different black paints, I established that maroon pigment had 

been added to the black paint. I also established that the car looked black when viewed in normal light, but 

when standing in bright sunlight had a very fine hint of red which was also “brought-out” by the red 

reflective stripes and decals. I was able to find original black paint under some of the red paint on my car as 

well as behind the dashboard assembly, but this did not help too much when arriving at the correct 

formulation. If I could have removed a panel painted in black, it could have been sent away for analysis. 

Armed with all the information I had gathered, I spent about 3 hours with the local Glasurit agents who 

mixed me up a number of samples until I was satisfied with the results. It is interesting that if you look 

closely at the car, the reflection of your skin shows a distinct red tinge. 

 

WHEEL RIMS 

 

Fortunately all five of our rims were the correct ones, but their silver was incorrect. I had had them powder-

coated when rebuilding the car 8 years before. Consulting with a technical advisor from Spies Hecker, we 

prepared and sprayed the rims with a silver toner “Brilliant Silver, number 557”, and finishing off with a 

few coats of twin pack clear coat. The correct effect was once again obtained after studying photographs and 

taking into account the type of products available in the 1980’s. 

 

DASH ASSEMBLY 

 

Grey dashboards were fitted to all TR7 Spiders. The ABS plastic used was black, but had been sprayed a 

grey colour. Ours looked rather shabby and the grey paint had worn through on the edges. Some research 

resulted in me finding an exact colour match in high quality paint for plastics. (Pyrmo Kunststoff – 

Lackspray – grau Art. Nr: 113316). This is available in aerosol cans or by the litre for spraying with a gun. I 

used 3 aerosol cans for the whole dash assembly and including the “oddments box”. Care must be taken 

while spraying so as not to spray “wet”. Keep the coats thin and keep the surface dry while spraying.  

 

GLASS 

 

When we originally purchased the car, the windscreen was badly pitted, so I imported the correct tinted unit 

from the USA. Clear windscreens were available in South Africa, but I wanted the tinted one. The side glass 

is also tinted and was in very good condition. 

 

TAPPET COVER 

 

The engine tappet cover gave me some headaches. My car came with a black tappet cover without the word 

“Triumph” pressed in. Kurt Oblinger’s fairly original car has a silver tappet cover with the word “Triumph” 

pressed in. Photographs available on the internet are not normally of high quality, but the tappet covers are 

all silver – but I could not identify any lettering on them.  
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Various spare parts catalogues were consulted and the Roadster Factory catalogue carries a number of 

drawings, and from these it appears that USA models from 1977 onwards were fitted with tappet covers 

without any lettering. I therefore stripped mine of the black paint and sprayed it the same colour silver as the 

alloy wheels. Mike Napoli of the TSCC of South Africa gave me a tappet cover with the word “Triumph” 

pressed in, so I have sprayed it as well and have put it away in case I have to switch covers around. 

This about covers how I identified and dealt with the differences between the TR7 Spider and the TR7 DHC. 

Should any reader know of any inaccuracies in what I have stated, or can add to this information, please 

write to the editor. 
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Ken now describes the rebuild 

Previously in “Along came a Spider” I dealt with the differences between the Triumph TR7 Spider and the 

TR7 DHC. I also dealt with the processes I followed to establish what the differences were, and how I 

overcame the difficulties in obtaining the necessary items to restore our car to as original as possible. I shall 

now explain the methods and products used during the Transformation of our TR7 Spider. 

Over a period of 18 years I had rebuilt a Triumph Spitfire MkIII, a TR5, two TR7 DHC’s and a Chicane PI. 

Each of these projects had involved a complete rebuild covering all mechanical, electrical and body 

components. The rebuild of this car was to be quite different as it was in excellent mechanical condition, and 

the bodywork and interior were also of a high standard. I had not refitted the air-conditioning system when 

rebuilding this car some 7 or 8 years before (who needs an aircon in an open sports car?). In any case, it was 

not in a working condition. I now had the challenge of fitting all sorts of bits and pieces of air-conditioning 

equipment (weighing 70 to 80 pounds!), and getting it all to work! 

The project would be a Transformation rather than a rebuild, because I would be taking a good car back to 

as original as I could get it. Being a reasonably rare car, detailed information is not readily available, despite 

pursuing every opportunity that came my way. Here the Internet was most helpful, but very time 

consuming! Strangely enough, I did not get information from some people who had promised to assist me 

…… 
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Armed with a reasonable idea of what had to be done, I started stripping the car. Having just completed a 

year-long full rebuild of my daughter’s TR7 DHC after working on it every night and every weekend, I 

decided that this time I was not going to work according to a laid down time schedule. I expected the paint 

job to be the most challenging task for me. Although I am fairly comfortable with spraying ordinary 

cellulose paint, I decided to use BASF Glasurit twin pack acrylic on this car because it is more resistant to 

fading (the colour is guaranteed for 10 years) and scratching. Twin pack acrylic paint is also the correct type 

of paint for the Spider. This paint requires a different technique when spraying, and black paint is very 

unforgiving, so your preparation needs to be of a very high standard – and this boils down to a lot of hard 

work. I was particularly concerned about dust in my garage and resorted to using a staple gun and drawing 

paper to create a temporary ceiling. I also fitted a large fan to one of the windows so that I could blow in 

filtered air, thereby creating a small positive pressure to keep dust from coming in. Fresh air is also essential 

while spraying because the paint products contain rather nasty chemicals. 

 

THE DOORS 

 

I decided to take one door off at a time and to strip it completely. Each door was sanded with an orbital 

sander using 60 grit paper to remove most of the red paint. This sounds like rather drastic measures, but 

works very well and does not result in a very rough surface as would be expected. I resisted going right 

down to metal, and then used 600 grit water paper to achieve a smooth finish by hand. I was taught that you 

must not use your bare hands while doing this. Wrap the water paper around a rubber sanding block and 

then “block” the surface. If this is not done, you stand a good chance of making grooves with your fingers! 

Be very careful how you block so as to retain correct curvatures and not to create “flat” areas as a result of 

incorrect blocking. Use as long a stroke as possible to assist in adhering to the curvatures or shapes. 

By this time, any minor chips or scratches had disappeared. Both doors had seven holes where various 

mirrors had been fitted over the years. The RHS door did not have original factory-made holes for a mirror, 

but I decided to fit one because it is very useful when driving a LHD car on roads designed for RHD cars. 

All “extra” holes were filled in. Here I resisted welding or brazing, (I am not good at welding!) which would 

have burnt off the existing primers/undercoats, as well as the electro-galvanising. I would also have risked 

some deformation of the door skins. I rather bonded strips of electro-galvanised steel to the inside of the 

skins and filled the holes with good body filler. This is not a stressed area, so in my opinion is quite 

adequate. 

 

The doors were then given a light coat of etch primer and water-papered with 600 grit, and put aside until 

the black paint became available. (I was still researching the black paint at this stage). Just before spraying 

the black paint, the doors were given a light rubbing down with 800 grit water paper. The insides of the 

doors showed no signs of rust. They had been well cleaned, primed and painted during the previous rebuild. 
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BOOTLID AND BONNET 

 

Then followed the boot lid and bonnet, and both received the same treatment as the doors. As there was no 

damage to these panels, they were also just sanded, given a light coat of two-pack etch primer-filler and 

water-papered. The bonnet took ages to flat because of the louvers and all the internal strengthening. 

 

THE BODY 

 

I had hoped to finish the four loose panels completely before moving onto the body itself, but the black paint 

was not yet available. I therefore stripped the boot area, removed the seats and the soft top. When I had 

originally rebuilt the car, I had carpeted the whole boot area, including the rear light covers. I did not like the 

original boot lining kit, or rather what had remained of it. Not only does the carpeting look nicer and more 

luxurious, it helps with noise suppression and gives better protection to the metal panels should anything roll 

around in the boot. I decided to retain the carpets in my boot.  I wanted our car to look exactly like a Spider 

should, and therefore felt the exterior bodywork, interior and engine compartment should be correct. Very 

few people are interested in looking inside boots, so I felt justified in bending the rules a little bit in this 

respect! 

When I had purchased the car, it had just been sprayed an orange colour, and had been reupholstered. The 

carpets were a charcoal colour and the seats were in brown cloth and black vinyl. Under the orange paint I 

found yellow paint, blue paint and the original black paint! During the first rebuild of this car it took me 

three months to flat the body down by hand to the black paint. I did not want to go further as it was not 

necessary, and the body appeared to have been electro-galvanised or zinc plated – there was no rust at all 

anywhere on the bodywork! I had even flatted the inside of the doors and under the floor pan, and spray-

painted them with primer and red finishing colour. 

After I had used the orbital sander and 60 grit sanding paper, I blocked the whole body with 320 grit paper 

and then finished it off with 600 grit. I was unhappy with the shaping around the archways on the front 

fenders. Here some red body filler had been applied and then covered with pink primer. The primer had 

parted from the body filler and ripples and dimples had therefore appeared in the topcoats. The body filler 

had been thinly applied, probably the legacy of a “mishap” sometime in the past. 

I went down to metal in these areas and applied a small amount of modern light body filler. Many hours of 

sanding and shaping followed and when I was reasonably satisfied, I blew these areas over with a light 

primer. The imperfections could then be clearly seen. 

At this point I bumped into Randal, the spray-painting technician who had applied the final coats to my 

daughter’s TR7 DHC. This car had gone on to not only win its class at the South African Bi-Annual 

National Gathering in 2000, but won the overall trophy as well in the d’Elegance class. 
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 Randal wanted to know what I was up to, and I told him of my Spider project. He came to inspect my 

progress and the upshot was that he contracted to “finish” the paintwork with my help. 

Randal was very satisfied with the boot lid and bonnet, just giving them a blocking over with 800 grit water 

paper before taking them away to spray and then bake in a spray booth. Next, he tackled the doors and spent 

an hour or two on each, blocking away until he was satisfied. Then they were also taken away for final 

coats. 

Randal was quite happy with the boot and engine compartments, which I had stripped and sprayed with red-

brown twin pack primer-filler produced by Spies Hecker. This product is an excellent rust inhibitor, and 

advisable to use in these areas. It dries very hard and will easily resist scratches down to metal. I then gave 

these compartments 2 coats of Maraschino black. Spies Hecker also produce another red-brown single-pack 

primer – Priomat Haftgrund 3255 Rotbraun – and this is excellent to use on all other surfaces. 

Randal spent many hours blocking away at the front fenders until he was quite satisfied with the shaping – 

improving on my attempts. During the blocking process he would use a clean soft cloth to wipe the panel 

with silicon cleaner. Before drying, this cleaner gives a high gloss to the surface and any imperfections stand 

out like a sore thumb. This cleaner is another Spies Hecker product and is well worth the cost. Many hours 

were then spent blocking the rest of the body that was then given a coat of primer-filler. This was flatted 

down with 800 grit dry paper and a “scare-coat” applied. 

A “scare-coat” is a light coat of black paint. When dry, it is blocked with 1000 grit paper. This “scare-coat” 

would show up any imperfections that may still be present at this stage. I flatted the boot and engine 

compartments and then the body was taken to a spray booth for final coats and baking at 60 degrees 

centigrade for 30 minutes and cooling down for another 30 minutes. 

On return of the body to my garage at home, the paintwork was left for 3 weeks to cure properly. The car 

was then given a light polish, using a polishing machine fitted with a foam mop. Final polishing would be 

done after the car has been completely assembled.  

The polishing compound used was Farécla Extra Fine Grade G10 liquid compound, and although 

expensive, goes a long way and gives a superb result. I also found that cheaper products tend to leave “stain” 

marks on the paintwork if allowed to remain for more than 10 minutes or so. I suspect that they contain a 

certain amount of thinners. This compound was applied using a polishing machine fitted with a Farécla G-

Mop advanced polishing foam head. 

The striping and badges kit was applied a few weeks after the car had been painted to ensure that the paint 

was well and truly dry and hard. The kit was supplied by the Roadster Factory and the enclosed instructions 

were very easy to follow. 

 

THE SEATS 

 

Removal of the seats was a pleasure due to the fact that I had cleaned and electroplated every single nut, bolt 

and washer on the car during the original rebuild. Also, I had applied “Copperslip” anti-seize grease to every 

thread as well. I now benefited because during this Transformation I did not have to battle with bits and 

pieces corroded together.  
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The two seats and the six panels that had been screen-printed were taken to a reliable car upholsterer. I also 

took some photographs I had of original seats and explained that it was very important that the stitching be 

duplicated accurately. He selected the “best’ four panels from the six and presented me with a very 

professional job. 

 

CARPETS 

 

Fortunately I was able to remove the complete original carpet from the car. The centre section was a single 

moulded piece and separate pieces were used on the inside sills and up the sides of the car. I was able to use 

these as templates to cut out panels from my new carpeting. I am satisfied with my efforts, but had to resist 

the temptation of edging the various sections to give a “better” finish. I obtained a set of black foot well 

mats from Rimmer Bros. and painted the TR & logo red. I usually leave these in the car – they look very 

good and help keep the pewter-colour carpets clean. 

 

DASHBOARD ASSEMBLY 

 

Removal and refitting of the dashboard assembly is not a task for the faint-hearted! It is made up of many 

pieces and some of the fasteners are not easily visible. I was fortunate in that the plastic components were 

not damaged or broken. I scrubbed them with a brush and dishwashing liquid in hot water before wiping 

them down with lacquer thinners and silicon remover to remove all traces of dirt, grease and silicone. The 

parts were then sprayed using Pyrmo Kunststoff – Lackspray – grau, Art. Nr: 113316 available in aerosol 

cans. The colour was an exact match with the section containing the ventilation controls and switches, which 

I did not repaint. Fortunately this section was in good condition, and if I had painted it, all the legends would 

have disappeared. 

Once the dashboard has been removed from the vehicle, you have access to the fuse box, many electrical 

connectors and to the heater unit. Taking the bull by the horns, I loaded my paraffin gun with dishwashing 

liquid and boiling water and blasted as much dirt out as possible. Using an air gun, I blew everything dry 

and repeated the operation, but using lacquer thinners in the paraffin gun. I then cleaned every wire and 

connector, tested continuities, tested each relay and removed the Electronic Control Unit (Computer) for 

inspection and cleaning. I found that the multipin plug was badly corroded in a small area and that one of the 

electrical sockets had been completely corroded away. Reference to the wiring diagram showed that the 

computer was not receiving an input from one of the sensors because of this. Bosch was unable to supply me 

with a new plug – referring me to the car’s agents as it was considered to be part of the wiring harness. A 

visit to a few scrap yards resulted in me obtaining the correct plug from a 3 series BMW. This was cleaned 

and carefully incorporated into the wiring harness. 

I cleaned up the heater unit and checked all the adjustments. This unit differs from the other TR7’s because 

of the inclusion of the air-conditioning components. 
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AIRCONDITIONING 

 

As previously mentioned, I had removed all the air-conditioning-related equipment from the car during a 

previous rebuild because it was faulty and I had no idea how it operated. 

Faced with the challenge of refitting everything 8 years later and getting it all to work – I had to come up 

with a plan of action. Firstly, although it is easy to have a car air conditioner re-gassed, it is not so easy to 

find a specialist who is able to test all the individual components before they are assembled as a complete 

system. I eventually found a specialist and he placed the various components under very high pressure 

testing spanning several days. The findings were that everything was in order with the exception of the 

compressor that had a cracked crankcase and a faulty clutch. Fortunately the specialist had an identical 

faulty compressor, but the crankcase was sound and the clutch in working order. He built me a compressor 

from the two units and I explained that I would be bringing the car to him in about a year’s time for the 

system to be gassed and brought into operation. 

The condenser is of similar dimensions as the radiator and is mounted immediately in front of the radiator. 

In front of the condenser is metal fan housing containing two fans to force air through both the condenser 

and the radiator. My fan housing was in poor condition, and I was fortunate in being able to source a new 

one from Robsport, as well as two new sets of fan blades. 

Many hours were spent straightening the Aluminium cooling fins on the condenser with a pair of tweezers. 

The condenser and new fan housing were then prepared for painting. I stripped and serviced the two motors 

and tested them before assembling the fans, fan housing and condenser unit. 

I drew out the electrical circuit for the air-conditioning on a large piece of paper and analysed exactly how it 

worked. I then traced out the whole circuit and tested each component so that I could be sure that the system 

would be electrically correct when I took the car for gassing. Eventually when the car was taken for gassing, 

the whole system worked without a hitch, and I must say that it is very effective – even when driving with 

the top down in the South African sunshine! 

This concludes the extent of the transformation as far as “Spider-related” aspects are concerned. The 

remainder of the work followed normal practices applicable to rebuilds. 

 

KEN BOSS  
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WIRE WHEELS 
 
At a recent Cape Town noggin Peter Inskip gave a talk on wire wheels. 

Peter began by explaining the origin of wire wheels, which date back to the early days of motoring when 

most cars ran on an adaption of wooden spoked wheels inherited from carts! 

As the power of engines increased, so did the number of breakages, as the wooden spokes could not cope. In 

1907, a patent was taken out by Rudge Whitworth for to cover the development of a wire replacement of 

wooden spokes and the necessary hubs and mechanical bits needed to overcome the increased stresses put 

on the wheels. The construction of the early wheels was relatively simple, and has not changed significantly 

since then. What has happened is that more spokes have been added to the wheel to absorb the power. For 

example early TR2’s used a 48 spoke wheel, whereas the later TR6’ were up to a 72 spoke unit. Many cars 

like Jaguars used wire wheels for a long time and with the weight of the car and their power, keep Peter in 

business, as they are always 

needing adjustment!  

The construction has certain 

spokes which are to control 

lateral forces, whilst others are 

there to sort out the vertical 

stability of the wheel. Getting 

them so the wheel is in perfect 

alignment is like tuning a 

concert piano! In fact the noise 

a spoke makes is very 

significant to the work it is 

doing. One major problem with 

wire wheels is their lateral 

strength, one E type going 

round Killarney managed to 

break spokes in 3 of the 4 

wheels. When Carol Shelby 

started to race the AC Cobra at 

Le Mans, the wheels lasted 

about 3 laps before they stripped with the power. Shelby then started to develop “mag” alloy wheels to do 

the job and the die was cast for wire wheels as the new wheels lasted longer and were easier to keep in good 

condition.  

Chrome wire wheels look great on a shiny car at Concours, the problem is that the chroming caused major 

problems with the strength of the wheels and because it is relatively thin, needs to be cleaned with care. The 

galvanized spoke is significantly stronger that a chrome one but of course does not look as good.  
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Cleaning with an abrasive cleaner such as “Brasso” removes the chrome layer over time causing problems.  

Also cleaning with a high pressure hose drives water into the delicate thread on the end of the spoke causing 

it to rust and eventually writing off the wheel. So cleaning is with soap and water plus time, plenty of it!! 

Peter also showed us a brand new wheel made under licence in India, from the box there was about a 2mm 

vertical run out which would have to be sorted out. Balancing of the wire wheels causes major problems as 

the newer machines cannot grip the wheel properly and therefore the balance is very suspect. Also the 

number of tyre fitters that can fit the tube properly without twisting it seems to be a major problem. All in all 

there seem to be lots of reasons why wire wheels look great but “pasop”, they have great problems! 

My thanks to Jamie for this article Ed 

 

TR4 REBUILD 
 

 Jamie Hart sent me a wonderful account of Des Rudolph’s rebuild of his TR4 done in the mid 80’s that 

won several awards at national level. It had been published in the newsletter some 20 years ago but he 

feels that it deserves a reprint..   

 

Triumph TR4 1962 Model Acquisition and Rebuild by Des Rudolph 

 

The desire to own a British sports car started with participation in motor rallying and as an enthusiastic 

spectator at motor racing in Johannesburg in 1957. As a member of the Sports Car club of South Africa, I 

was involved with many rallies which in those days were neither professional nor sponsored and the costs 

came out of my own pocket. My dream was to own an Austin Healey which was producing outstanding 

results at the Grand Central track and thereafter at Kyalami.  

At that time I could not afford such a luxury and rallied instead in a Ford Consul, Renault frigate and 

eventually an Alfa Romeo Guilietta (known as the only 4 door 2 seater on the road) that were all daily use 

family cars. I had to wait until 1980, now living in Cape Town, to reach for my dream. By now I “believed” 

I could afford a second hand Healey and clean it up. 

I had acquired a close friend, Mike Jones, who had a second hand car business in Somerset Road and asked 

him to find a Healey. No luck until 1982 when Mike contacted me (he was then at Bloomsbury Motors) 

advising me that they had been asked to collect a Triumph in the docks and to make an offer for it. What 

model and in what condition he did not know. It came from the deceased estate of the captain of the NSRI 

station in Mosel Bay and his widow had asked the NSRI in Cape Town to get the best price and split it 

50/50 between herself and the NSRI. 

Mike duly collected the car, but Bloomsbury Motors were not interested in it. He gave me the NSRI’s phone 

number, but I first went to see it and decided this Signal red TR4 had potential. Mike suggested I offer R750 

for it. Now the drama really got going! I phoned and made my offer.  
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The next day I was told my offer was beaten and to increase it. This continued on a daily basis for 10 days in 

R20 progressions until I reached R960 and told them this was my final offer and not to phone again unless it 

was to fetch the car. I collected the car next day and will never know whether I was being conned by the 

price haggling. 

It was in a sorry mechanical condition, not having been driven for some years, and it spluttered to my office 

in Cape Town. The next problem was to get it home to Llandudno, which meant going up via Kloof Nek and 

down via Camps Bay. Half way up “it” gave up and I did a U turn and went down hill to town. Fortunately, 

the service garage 

opposite my office 

had become good 

friends and 

immediately fitted 

new plugs, points plus 

condenser and gave it 

a minor tune up which 

got me home!  

The next step was to 

contact the Triumph 

Club for expert 

opinions on its 

condition and 

potential. The AA 

gave me the 

Chairman, Rob Ingle 

by’s, number and he 

mentioned that some 

members were going 

to Zeekoevlei to help 

Dennis Cook at his 

home on Saturday to 

finish his TR rebuild 

as he was leaving for 

Johannesburg in a few days. “Bring the car and they will advise you”. If I remember Dennis, Rob, John 

Ireland and Dennis Nixon were there. I also discovered that Dennis Cook and John had heard about this car 

some time earlier but had decided against it as the widow was asking a ridiculous price. It had been standing 

for a long time for sale on the floor of the Ford showroom in Mossel Bay. 

Until now the acquisition was a fun experience. The red spray looked OK but the engine compartment was a 

filthy mess. Their expert opinion was to spend R3000 to 4 000 and you should have a decent car. Now if you 

believe in fairies they were right, but R22000 and 18 months later I had a TR4 which achieved 2nd in class 

for 6 nationals from 1984 to 1994. It could never beat Campbell Miller’s famous TR4. What deceived us all 

was what you could not see until you stripped the car down (tell me about that! Ed).  
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To itemise what was to be repaired or replace would take pages and pages, but the majors that were 

discovered as the re build progressed were, 

 

1. Engine and gearbox     9. All chrome parts 

2. Water and petrol pumps   10. Upholstery and wiring  

3. Shock absorbers    11. Complete wiring harness 

4. Rack and pinion    12. Dash top and some gauges   

5. All rubber parts perished/-missing 13. Brake pads and shoes 

6. Chassis repair and straighten  14. Radiator, cowl and hoses 

7. Tyres      15. Complete clutch assembly 

8. Complete exhaust system   16. Retension rear springs 

 

The decision to rebuild completely had been made and, being innocent and inexperienced, I decided to go 

for a d’Etat Concours car. My house in Llandudno had no garage so the job was started in the open off street 

parking bay under a huge plastic awning. At the time R1.85 gave you 1 pound sterling which would make 

present re builders sick (it does! Ed)! Even then money started to flow like water.  The first job was to 

remove most of the engine compartment components and then remove the paint down to the metal. It soon 

became obvious that underneath the paint was a rusted wreck, pitted with holes & plastered with body putty 

up to 5cm thick supported by newspaper & chicken wire. 

The only solution was to strip off all the body panels & get them to Derustit.They first put them in their 

paint removal tank, the de-rusting tank & finally the sealing tank. They were very upset, claiming that the 

amount of body putty which came off had clogged up their system. 

With the exception of the bonnet, boot lid & Surrey roof panel all other panels had holes of various sizes. 

They were taken to a highly recommended body shop, owned by a young chap who had just completed a 

beautiful job on an MG. He was keen to go ahead & was instructed to immediately undercoat all panels. He 

quoted a reasonable figure to repair the holes, panel beat, weld where necessary and re-spray in white 

Durathane K. This was the “in” finish at the time and was the original colour when manufactured. 

The engine was given to an old Greek motor engineer who worked with only one assistant. He stripped it & 

gave me a list of parts required to rebuild to the original specifications. All was ordered & flown out within 

2 weeks. In the meantime I had found a 2.5l saloon gearbox with overdrive for R75. Dave Lugg then 

discovered 6 months later that the overdrive was shot. I returned to the scrap yard with my sad story, they 

were not interested and gave me another gearbox, for R50. This was subject to investigation within 2 weeks 

& was declared in order. I now had 2 spare gearboxes to get rid of. 

Over the following 16 months, all engine compartment components were cleaned up and re-sprayed, 

including the petrol tank. The generator, starter motor & windscreen wiper motor were all overhauled. All 

nuts, bolts, screws, brackets & bits and pieces for each section or component were cleaned and placed in 

labeled plastic bags. All parts needing replacement were ordered direct from the UK, including a complete 

set of upholstery and carpeting. These were still available from the original manufacturers, not bad for a 22 

year old vehicle. 
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Now came the task of putting it all together, but the body shop had not even started their work and did not 

even have the requested panels. Legal action was threatened & they eventually got moving. First they had to 

de-rust everything once again, manually. The chassis had by then been sandblasted, repaired, undercoated 

and brought home. It was then re-sprayed and engine, gearbox, suspension & wheels fitted to give a rolling 

chassis. 

The main body had by now been repaired & re-sprayed, so the completed rolling chassis was taken to the 

panel shop for the body to be bolted on. It was then taken home for the panel re-assembly to be done and 

slowly all the components were re-fitted. The chrome work had been done by a company in Paarl & a 

private upholsterer spent a whole weekend doing his thing in my drive way. My own electronic workshop 

manager did the re-wiring with a new harness. 

 An interesting, albeit frustrating, problem arose after the bonnet was fitted at the end of the rebuild. The 

bonnet was closed but could not be re-opened, no matter what was attempted, as the catch had not been 

correctly adjusted. After lengthy deliberation, Dave Lugg suggested that we remove the headlamps, and get 

to the bonnet hinges through the holes. What a job, but it worked after loosening the hinge nuts and bolts. 

By this time, with 3 months to go, the bright optimistic sparks at the Cape Town Triumph club had decided 

that the car had to be finished for the Nationals at Sedgefield, at the Pine Lake Marina, over Easter 1984, as 

they were convinced it would win. Having never been to a National Gathering, I did not have a clue as to 

what it was supposed to win! 

The next 3 months were the most nerve wracking and exhausting of my life ., in fact the cockpit kick panels 

were only fitted 5 minutes before judging was due to start. 

Getting the car to Sedgefield was a drama from a nightmare movie. I left Llandudno at 6pm on the Thursday 

evening before Easter and all went perfectly until 10km past Caledon went it simply died. In the dark the 

petrol pump was found to be blocked by unknown sediment. The pump was removed, dismantled, cleaned & 

re-fitted but still the car refused to start. 

A passing car assisted with a jump start and off we went for another 50km. However the problem repeated 

itself 5 times over the next 8 hours, we eventually arrived in Sedgfield at 4 am the next morning. 

Each time it stopped the pump was cleaned & re-fitted taking about 45 minutes. Then a passing car had to be 

stopped for a jump start before we could continue. At Sedgefield the problem was found to be rust from the 

fuel tank and as the generator had not been polarised, it was not charging. You can run as long as there is 

petrol & power, but once the engine has died from lack of petrol there is no battery power to restart it! 

No amount of cursing seemed to solve the problem either. 

In one minute flat, at Sedgefield, the generator was polarised and later that day an in line fuel filter was 

fitted. No further problems were experienced, apart from routine servicing, until the car was sold and 

replaced with a TR7 some 10 years later. 

My thanks are due to the various Cape Town club members who in one way or another assisted in this 

project :- Brian Maggs, Dave Lugg , Chris Schultz ,Nic Paxinos , John Ireland & Tony Robinson 

Des Rudolf 

 

 

YOUR TRIUMPH KNOWS YOUR AG 
Some rules: - Don’t cheat by looking at the end. 

1. How many Triumphs do you own? 

2. Multiply this number by 2. 

3. Add 5. 

4. Multiply the answer by 50. Use a calculator if you have to. 

5. If you have already had your birthday in 2010 the add 1760. 

If you’re Birthday (in 2010) is still to come add 1759. 

6. Now from this total subtract the year of your birth all 4 digits. 
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7. This should leave you with a 3-digit number. 

8. The first digit of this number is the number of Triumphs that you own & the last two digits are your 

age. 

 

So you see your Triumphs know your age. 

• FOR SALE. 
Jon Rademan has decided to sell his  LHD black TR7 SPIDER special edition.( ex Ken Boss).  This 

Triumph was specially built for the USA Californian market equipped with aircon. Jon has fitted 

new tyres ,exhaust system and wiring etc.  

Price R60 000 Contact: Jon Rademan 041 581 503 8     Cell 082 569 2080  

This car is featured in this issue of Sabrina on page 26 & can be seen on the back cover. 

 

 

WHAT CAR IS THIS?  
Name the Make. 

Name the Model. 

Give the engine size. 

Where was it made & when? 

See the answer in March Sabrina. 

Yes it does have Triumph DNAs  
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SEPTEMBER”S MYSTERY CAR 
 
Is a 1950 TRIUMPH TRX Silver Bullet. 

This amazing looking car had features that were ahead of its time, sadly these resulted in a car that was to 

costly to produce and hence only three 

were built. 

They were powered by a tuned Standard 

Vanguard 2088cc engine and a special 

Electro-Hydraulic Overdrive 

transmission (in 1950!!).  

Its open body had alloy double skinned 

panels, seating for 3 (long before Matra & 

McClaren), a strange side hinged bonnet & many many years before Michelotti’s Triumph designed cars 

pop up headlights. 

Amazingly two of the three TRX’s were auctioned by Brooks of London on the same day in December 

1999.  

The first with a condition rating of 4 (Reg No HKV 20, Chassis X484 & Engine X516E) went for £ 2875. 

The Second with a condition rating of 1 (Reg KHP712,  

Chassis X493 & Engine X538) went for £ 13,225. 
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TECHNICAL TIP 
 
How to FOLD & STOW A TR7 HOOD 
 

For those of you who do not aware of the correct method of folding your TR7 
hood (& that includes me Ed) here now is an illustrated step-by-step 
methodology. 

Incorrectly folding the roof can crease the rear window & quarter lights and 
eventually lead to them slitting. It also results in unsightly bulges & bumps in 
the hood cover. 

Many of us cheat & zip out the rear window & lay it flat on the rear shelf. This 
certainly helps the rear window but does nothing for the quarter lights. 

So let’s go. 

Step 1 Detach the 
hood from the 
frame. 
The hood is 
attached to the 
centre frame bar by 
a Velcro strip. (See 
fig 1.0)  

 

 

Step 2 Remove the 
hood from the frame. 

With the hood no longer fastened 
to the windscreen or the centre 
frame bar you will be able to push 
the centre frame backwards. (See 
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figs 2.1 & 2.2) without it fouling the hood. 
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Note that the bar can be pushed back with the hood still attached to it, but this 
will introduce a fold & make correct stowing of the hood impossible. 

As the hood is 
no longer 
attached to the 
centre frame 
bar we can 
effectively lift it 
off the frame.  

 

(See fig 2.3) 
and lay it over 
the boot lid. 
This allows us 
to fold the 

frame correctly no force is necessary for the frame to be folded flat. 

 

Step 3 Fold 
the quarter 
lights 

Pull the hood 
flat along the 
boot lid in 
order to 
minimize 
creasing it. 
Now fold each 
quarter light in 
onto the hood. 
(See fig 3.0) 
 

Take care not to crease the rear window. A worth while tip is lay an old towel 
on both sides of the rear window & smaller pieces of towel on both sides of 
the quarter lights to prevent any scratches from occurring. Those of you adept 
in the art of Origami should not, at this point, be tempted to make a boat. 



 l 

 

Step 4 Stow the hood. 

With the frame safely stored & the quarter lights folded in you can now flip the 
hood over into the storage compartment. Fig 4 shows the stored hood looking 
from the front of your TR7. 

 

The window will now be flat, avoiding any creases.  

 

What is more the entire stored roof is now more compact than had you left the 
hood attached to the frame. This results in it being easier to attach the hood 
tonneau cover and there will be no unsightly lumps to mar the terrific lines of 
you TR7 Roadster. 
Those of you with TR7 coupe’s & sun roofs, please take your snide humour 
elsewhere.Many thanks to the Forum on Triumph TR7 .com 
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This was an open letter to Dennis Cook. 

Dennis, 

Good to hear from you again. Are you still in the desert or back under the mountain? I read with interest 

your comments to Deon, but as I have not read his plea cannot really shed much light on the subject. Here 

are some of my experiences with building TR engines. In the early 70’s we used the Massey Ferguson 

pistons and pot’s as they were cheap and easy to get from the local KO-OP, and were 87mm. the racing guys 

did cut off the lower part of the piston, but only as a weight saving, and they worked very well. My first 2 

TR engines I built had these pistons and yes I left the bottom oil control ring off as it really only caused 

more drag and generated extra heat.  

Scoring of the piston skirts is usually a sign of overheating and seizure. These engines are so old you cannot 

take anything for granted any more as so many were built in back yards and by people who really did not 

know what they were doing, with all due respect. Everything must be CHECKED before assembly.  

If you do not have the measuring equipment, you can take your pistons and pots to a reputable engine 

engineering shop and they will measure them for you, but take the clearances out of the workshop manual 

with you, as he may not have the correct info that is now + 50 years old. If the conrods are not checked for 

straightness, and stretch this could cause the pistons to rub against the pots. Remember a Vanguard rod 

looks the same as a TR rod but is NOT. Every ring must be offered up to the pot and checked for correct 

clearance. I assemble and fit the piston with a good smear of STP on the skirts, do you remember this 

product, it’s very good, and difficult to find.  

There are many alternatives available, but I find mine in the old Deon’s store.  

Make sure that the piston does not protrude above the liner. There is a tiny oil lubricating hole in the rod that 

pumps oil on the piston skirts for lube, make sure they are open. They get oil from the big end bearing, so 

make sure there is a hole in the big end bearing when you fit it. I hold the crank in the vice and offer up the 

piston/conrod assembly to the journals and torque them to spec., to make sure the big end bearing is the right 

size. The four assemblies should be balanced, and don’t forget to have the rods resized and crack tested. I 

have successfully had the crankshaft welded up and reground back to standard and there are good specialists 

who can do this. At Axiom we have not had any success with chroming as it can peel off if not done 

properly.  

The crank must be crack tested before you have ant work done on it.  

Do have the flange were the flywheel attaches checked as they tend to run out of true and your engine will 

always vibrate. The oil passage in the crank and the block must be cleaned out properly with hot paraffin 

and a wire brush in a hand drill.  

Flush out the oil drillings in the block carefully and you will see all the old burnt oil that comes out. NEVER 

remove the cylinder head studs, they are rusted in after all these years and will crack the block if you force 

them out, and there is no need to remove them unless they need changing. Do clean them at the face of the 

block with emery tape rubbing back and forth, and you will be surprised how much gunk there is after all 

these years.  
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Clean out the stud holes in the head with hot paraffin and a wire brush and hand drill. Replace the welsh 

plug in the back of the cam hole, clean the hole out with h/paraffin and a wire brush, and use a good sealant 

like Blue Hylomar. It’s expensive but a R100 rand tube will do the whole engine.  

Throw away all the silicone sealer that you have, it’s rubbish and dangerous.  

Use a long hand file and remove all the burrs and dings on the front engine mount plate, you will be 

surprised at all the high spots you will find.  

Check the timing chain tensioned locating pin for bends, as this will damage the chain. Make sure you use a 

thin washer before you put on the tensioned and split pin.  

The first 100 revs causes a lot of drag and wear so do use STP were its needed before the engine oil gets 

there. I could go on forever but that would take a lot of my work time, and all you asked about was the 

Bepco pistons and liners. I was at Bepco a few weeks ago and looked at them and yes I believe they are 

good quality for what they cost. I do NOT believe their water pumps are any good.  

The uprated one from Moss pumps 50% more water and is only R1000.00 and works very well. I have used 

them for my last three engines that I have built. 

 I also believe that an oil cooler is a must in our climate and if you want to drive your TR quickly and for 

long hours. The head and cam shaft is another topic of discussion, as is the distributor. Ask if you need. 

 

Kind regards 

John. 
 

This next  article was too good to not include, to fully appreciate it please first read the TR4 rebuild on 

page       . After 26 years plus ça change, rien ça change. 
 

Spit Out of Luck 
By Richard Campi, Indianapolis, Indiana 
It was a beautiful evening, Monday September 14, 2009 and I was headed to local LBC car club meeting 
driving my ‘75 Triumph Spitfire.  The time was rush hour on Interstate 465 on the west side of Indy when I 
lost power very suddenly in the fast lane doing about 60mph.  I had no real chance of moving over to the 
side or changing lanes due to construction barriers.  The shifter had been vibrating greatly and making a 
loud starter noise, so I switched off the ignition to retry a start.  Nothing happened and I was too flustered to 
try jump-starting it in seconds.  I coasted to a stop about a quarter mile later creating a “bottleneck” and 
eminent hazard.  Naturally, I felt like a “sitting duck” and could very well be “squashed like a bug” at any 
moment.  Somehow in about 4 minutes, a flat bed truck pulled around, then in front of me, loaded us up, and 
took my Spit and me to the nearest gas station (BP at 38th St. exit) This was for no charge! I then called my 
motor club service and had us flat bedded back to my garage. (Pre-paid—no charge) This next morning, I 
recalled my motor club service and had us flat bedded to my regular repair shop. 
On Thursday, September 17, at about 5pm, I got to take the Spit back home after paying a great deal of 
money for a starter (rebuilt), a starter relay, and an ignition solenoid replacement. 
On Friday, September 18, Susan and I left early to go to the car shows at St. Louis, which included a NASS 
Midwest Spit together and a MG British Car Show. At about 8am, we started a wonderful drive to Terry 
Haute, IN, where we met with Howard and Ginny Baugues, Bob and Sarah Arnett, and John and Lucille 
young. I topped off our petrol and off we caravanned toward St. Louis on Interstate 70. 
Not far into Illinois, John’s 66 “round tailed” Spitfire pulled off into a truck weigh station. His left front 
tire’s steel radial had made a big hole in the tread due to advanced dry rot.  He was aided in putting on his 
spare and not too much later at the rest stop. Howard aired it up from a portable air compressor that he 
carries.  
 
Off we went again on our journey, until about 30 minutes later, I lost power suddenly. It would cut off at 
about 49—50mph and then power on again at about 42mph. Out caravan again pulled over to the side of I-
70.  The group gathered around and decided that the problem might be the fuel pump.  Howard and I went in 
his Spit to the next town, Greenup, IL and at a Car Quest Parts, secured SS Fuel PMPDT40104 and other 
connections.  Howard and Bob installed the pump.  My Spit motor was not behaving much better, but we 
stopped for lunch at a Dairy Queen.   

 There, Howard called Mike Ross. Mike had passed us while we are, but agreed to wait for us about 50 
miles west of I-70. Mike was carrying his GT6 on a trailer and would take it off to give my Spit a ride to St. 
Louis.  It was a looong drive west with my power cutting out at 49—50mph and then restarting; luckily it 
was a cool day for September with a clear sky. 

We were happy to meet up with Mike. He had removed his GT6 from his trailer and I pulled on the Spit.  I 
drove his truck with trailer, making a longer caravan with 3 Spits and the GT6 heading for a Comfort Inn on 
the west side of St. Louis.  Near the city, Mike had to leave us to get gas, since he had not planned to drive 
so far.  We all made it to the planned cook out where others joined around my Spit to determine its problem. 

 

Going back some…. Up to this point Howard and Bob had checked the spark—OK. The checked fuel to 
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pump (original mechanical pump with over 180K miles) - no fuel coming out.  I started that the fuel filter 
was replaced about a year ago.  Howard and Bob decided to by-pass the pump with electric pump, tie power 
from pump to red and black wires from distributor—fuel flowing.  Howard changed my recently installed 
fuel filter to a see through glass type.  The symptoms continued.  Bob found a worn area on wire on optical 
p/u in distributor and taped it—symptoms continued. 

At the St. Louis Comfort Inn, John Lamberg and Dave Massey worked diligently on my Spit and concluded 
that I also had an electrical problem. John drove a few miles to his home and from his garage shelf brought 
back and  

changed my ignition to a Crane electronic type and opt. p/y.  He removed the recently bypassed electrical 
fuel pump. We took a test drive and it ran OK!!Next morning, we drove a short distance to the show through 
neighbourhoods under 40mph—no problem. At the show, more people came and looked over the engine. 
The original fuel filter was reinstalled.  I thought it most likely had nothing to cause the symptoms and gave 
back the class type to Howard. 

There were 21 Spitfires and 3 GT6’s in the combined two shows.  The show was well run at a park next to a 
lake.  John Young went off to buy a new set of tires, John and Lucille had further trouble on the way home.  
They left St. Louis at about 8 am Sunday.  They had a bad electrical connection in the wire from the battery 
to the ignition switch.  H fixed it in a short time and they went to Greenup.  IL and stopped for the night.  On 
Monday morning Sept 21, they made it to West Terre Haute when something went “CLUNK” and they 
suddenly had a no-wheel-drive car.  They got it flat-bedded home arriving about 2:30pm. Problems are 
believed to be in the differential! 

I was honoured to collect 2 awards one for each show. We drove away but got little more than 200yards 
down the adjacent road when the exact symptom (power cut off) occurred again. I pulled to the shoulder of 
the road, ran back, and this time secured John Mangles, (the MG Guru). All the Triumphs had already gone. 
John drove me in his superb MGA to my sick Spit & soon a gathering of several MG owners appeared. 
 

It was like watching a surgery on TV with all huddled around the patient. The bunch seemed to be in good 
spirits, although it should be said that it takes more MG people to diagnose a TR. 

John reinstalled the electric fuel pump and it ran fine to tour the Anheuser Busch Brewery on Sunday & then 
back to Indy. We were thankful for their help (Although Susan was holding her breath until we were a few 
blocks from home. 

 Ten days later my Spit would not start. There were only clicking noises and then nothing. Three days later, 
on October 3, I used my 50 amp charger to jump start it and go on the Fall tour with the Indiana Triumph 
Car Club.  
Jon Watson took the tour through Southern Indiana to the Ohio River. Gary Poland in his green racer (TR3 
with early 50’s body) met us at the start. It was great weather, sunny & slightly cool. In Brown County, on 
winding roads we met up with a gang of 6 Model A Fords & soon coming the other way about 2 dozen 
Honda S2000’s & Miata’s and our ITC group could only muster 3 Triumphs! 

We traveled South to a great lunch at the Overlook Restaurant in Levenworth.  

After lunch Kirk Minster, Susan & I headed East to Corydon to tour Indiana’s first Capital. After sitting for 
3 hour, the Spit refused, again, to start. Kirk helped with a jump start & we drove non-stop back to Indy. I 
then put the Spit on a trickle charge. Two days later, I drove it to Dan Miller for better health & futures. 

Dan installed a reproduction fuel pump removing the temporary electronic one. I had mentioned that while 
at Corydon the battery terminals where hot. After 3 days Dan tried to restart the Spit & only had the clicking 
clatter! This turned out to be a bad battery that was the possible cause of all the symptoms and bad 
happenings with the exception of the fuel pump. 

I know that many of you will be saying “Why, of course the battery”. But all the kings’ horses and all the 
kings’ men could not find the problem over the period of several weeks. 

So suddenly in the space of a couple of days my Spit lost Solenoid, Starter, Fuel Pump, Distributer, and 
finally it’s Battery. 

Believe it or not we still love these Little British Cars. 

ANON 

 

 
 

 This next one appeared  in October, KZN Newsletter. 

 

 

Recent History of Andy and Eileen Le Roux’s Yellow 1969 Triumph Spitfire 

MK 3.  
 

We bought our car from the Estate of the late Tony Mackey, who passed away sadly in May 2007. Tony, 

Philip de Kock and I were colleagues, having worked together for many years. Tony, who was a member of 

our club, had bought the car from someone in Pietermaritzburg (name unknown) around July 2003. Tony 

attended Nationals with this car in 2004.  
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It was with great excitement that we took delivery of the car in July 2007. It had been a runner, but had been 

standing for some while. Philip de Kock had kindly agreed to accompany Eileen and I to collect the car. He 

even brought his Spitty’s battery along, but we were unable to start it. It was a late Saturday afternoon and I 

refused to leave it at its current location. I insisted we tow it home, and Phillip bravely undertook to drive it 

while I towed it with Eileen’s Golf. Not long into the trip I noticed wild waving of arms and told to slow 

down – brakes a bit ropy!  It took me until midday on the Sunday to discover that the terminal wire into the 

coil was corroded badly, and after replacing it, our car burst into life with great elation!! 

From then on my plan was to slowly revive my automotive skills and experience, which had been dormant 

for a long time, by first tackling some bodywork clean up, and then move onto the mechanics, whilst trying 

to participate in some of the club activities at the same time.  
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The following is a list of the some of the basic work that we have done on it so far:  - 

 

Body work 

Removed Bonnet, Radiator, Engine and Gearbox. 

Stripped out seats and upholstery in the cab and boot. 

Scraped and rubbed down metal work and repainted with fresh undercoat and top coat.  

Re-sprayed engine compartment fire wall, and external bodywork on which window frame sits.  

Removed, de-rusted, re-sprayed and replaced window frame. All window and frame rubbers renewed.   

Stripped Drivers seat and repaired rusted and collapsed backrest. 

Removed fan from under the dashboard and renovated. 

Rebuilt and installed new cubbyholes. 

Cut out a new dash board from rose wood and replaced the old one. 

Removed and renovated petrol tank, and repaired faulty float. (Discovered a paint brush in the tank).  

Cut out new hardboard cover for petrol tank and covered it with vinyl. Eileen also made a new vinyl cover 

for the spare wheel.     

The car did not have an “H” gearbox support bracket when we got it. With the help of a friend we made a 

new one out of 

aluminium. 

Removed both 

doors and 

repainted 

insides with 

rustproof 

paint. 

Renovated 

door handle 

and window 

winding 

mechanisms, 

and replaced 

all door 

rubbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mechanical 

Fitted 4 new 

Michelin Tyres 

Reconditioned Radiator, Water Pump, Generator, Starter 

Replaced existing electric Fuel Pump with Mechanical Pump. 

Reconditioned Clutch and Brake Master Cylinder units 

Replaced existing Air filter with two new KNN washable Filters  

Renewed all Radiator water hose fittings as well as Thermostat. 

Replaced corroded and leaking Thermostat housing   

Replaced missing Rev Counter cable 

New Points, Plugs, Condenser, Coil, Solenoid Switch and Ignition Switch. 

Renewed SU Carb needles and seats. 

Reconditioned Cylinder Head. Had to stitch cracked valve seats.   
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Re-chromed Tappet Cover 

Replaced Timing Chain, Tensioner, and front timing cover seals and gasket. 

Had new helicoil inserted to replace stripped timing cover bolt thread. 

Renewed front suspension bottom Trunnion assembly and upper wishbone ball joints 

Replaced front wheel Bearings and renovated front Disc Brake Assemblies 

Inserted new grease nipples throughout  

Cleaned out sump and renewed back Main Bearing Seal and Sump gasket  

Took Gearbox for professional inspection, and reconditioned Clutch and pressure plate. Skimmed Flywheel 

at the same time.  

Reconditioned Clutch Slave Cylinder. 

Had Prop shaft reconditioned and balanced, and replaced Diff and Gearbox Pinion Oil Seals. 

Cleaned Engine and Gearbox and re-sprayed with black heat resistant paint. 

Replaced existing Exhaust System with a new Stainless Steel Exhaust System 

Had new Engine Mountings moulded before re- installing Engine and Gearbox. 

Completely renovated rear brake system with new Slave Cylinder Kits (Datsun 1400) and re-bonded Brake 

Linings. 

     

Whilst the above list covers the major items dealt with so far there have been many other smaller items that 

have been attended to.  

 

The items that are outstanding include a number of smaller mechanical issues, bodywork touch ups, and 

mainly, new upholstery, which will be attended to once we are totally satisfied with the Mechanics.  

 

We have endeavoured work around the various issues and to keep the car running, so that we can at least 

have some fun outings with the club.  

 

Like everything in life, one is never satisfied, and the problem is the more we talk to club members, and see 

the outstanding work that the enthusiasts achieve, we sense that we will be re-doing some of the work we 

thought was acceptable first time round. – but all in good time – Rome was not built in a day!! 
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THE GREEN PAGES 
 

In order to be considered Politically correct Sabrina from time to time will bring interesting Green news 

but it will be news that the Greenies do not advertise very loudly if at all, but it is true. 

. 

1. America is planning to build a 4,000Mw wind farm which will be situated some 30km off the 

California coastline. Why so far from land? So that it does not spoil the Californians view and since 

the windmill blades attract insects there will be fewer insects. Fewer insects mean that fewer birds 

will be attracted to their death. Nothing has been reported as to how shipping will be affected. 

 

2. The Scottish Heritage Society is paying £30 per rabbit in order to stock a Rabbit reserve. This 

reserve is to be sited some 30km away from a wind farm. The idea is to attract Red Eagles to the 

reserve and away from the wind farm where they are being killed by the windmill blades. ( the tip 

speeds of the blades even results in bats being killed)). 

 

 

3. The ice fields of the Antarctic are growing in size. 

 

4. The carbon footprint of the Internet & web is at least four times greater than the entire Worlds 

commercial airline fleets combined and grows every day. 

 

 

5. London has the greatest population of diesel vehicles in the World. These vehicles all use the latest 

EU specified standards of dieseline to which all UK dieseline complies with. 

London has the worst atmospheric air quality in Europe.  

Why? 

Euro standards for diesel fuel have reduced the SOX to virtually zero but do not address the NOX 

content which is worse than SOX. 

 

 

ED 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MY VANGUARD MEMORIES 

 

Reading Eric’s report on the Standard Vanguard in the September issue of  Sabrina was a nostalgic 

experience for me. It brought back such wonderful memories from my childhood that I could not escape 

writing this response to his article.  

 See, I literally grew up in Vanguards because my father owned three of them in succession from 1950 to 

1964. I even learned to drive in the last one of the three.  

 

I was only five years old when Dad bought the first one in 1950. It was a dark blue Phase 1 with the round 

back and small rear window, and typically of the Mk1, it had the distinctive grille with many slender 

horizontal chromed strips.  
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Later on, my uncle bought the Mk 2 of the Phase 1, still with round back but a larger rear window and new 

grille that was also later  adopted on the Phase 2.  

 I can remember that the car had a good  and relatively powerful engine but that the suspension was not up 

to our rural dirt road conditions because many a rear leaf spring and lever arm shock absorber got broken.  

We were staying on a farm in the Colesberg district at the time and the nearest tarred road was 50 km away. 

 

In 1953 the beige Phase 2, a three box design with a boot, replaced the old blue ‘rondegat’. While the new 

car retained the split windscreen and dashboard, it had the redesigned grille that was used on the Mk2 

edition of  the Phase 1 Vanguard.  

They must have beefed up the suspension because broken springs and stuff were something of the past. 

Travelling to Bloemfontein on the tarred road from Colesberg my father regularly used to overtake virtually 

all traffic because the car could easily cruise at 70 to 75 mph    ( 110 to 120 km/h) and I was rightfully 

impressed because there were very few 4 cylinder cars at the time that could maintain such pace.  

I was proud because you know how school boys could compare notes and  brag about their fathers’ cars in 

those days. 

 

I can recall a very interesting incident at the time during the early fifties when the rivalry between  Ford and  

Chev was at the order of the day. You either belonged to the Ford or the Chev camp at school. I was actually 

a Chev fan because my father also owned a very rare 1936 six cylinder Chev roadster that he was very proud 

of. 

 Being a very junior grade 2 boy at school in Colesberg, a big senior guy whose father was the owner of the 

Ford agency in town, cornered me and grabbed me by the tie and said: “Wat vat jy, ‘n Ford of ‘n Chev”? 

(Do you choose a Ford or a Chev?).  

 “ Nie een van die twee nie” (Not one of them), I replied. “Ek vat ‘n Vanguard” (I choose a Vanguard).  

While being utterly dismayed, the big guy left me alone and walked off in a huff. Needless to say, the 

Vanguard saved my skin without me having to sell out to the Ford campVanguard Phase 3 arrived on the 

scene in 1957. We were on holiday at my aunt’s in the Natal Midlands when I accompanied my father to the 

Standard motor dealer in Pietermaritzburg. Well, we returned home in a brand new grey colour Vanguard 

with modern looks and features. It had a single curved windscreen, a totally new  and modern dashboard, a 

tongue-in-the-mouth grille, a sleeker body and nice big round tail lights a la Ford! The unitary construction, 

a first for Standard Vanguard, made the separate chassis superflous resulting in a lighter and more agile car.  

The engine was basically the same 2088cc unit and the gearbox was the same three speed configuration with 

a column shift. And this is the car on which I learned to drive and qualify for my driver’s license. 

 

Our Phase 3 Vanguard is to blame for the fact that I am a Triumph TR fan and addict today. See, while my 

father was buying the grey Vanguard in Maritzburg in ’57, I saw a white Triumph TR3 on the showroom 

floor of the Standard-Triumph agency.  

It was the first time I ever set eyes on a TR and as a 12 year old boy I was very impressed, particulary by the 

two ‘speedometers’ on the dahboard.  

My father, however, explained that  one was a tachometer, showing engine speed. Wow! “But that’s not 

all”, he said, and lifted the bonnet to show me the twin SU carbs and the chromed tappit cover. I was so 

smitten that I immediately told my dad that when I grow up, I would like to own a Triumph TR one day. 

 

And so it happened that I kept my promise and bought the TR4A in 1972 while still resident in Port 

Elizabeth. It is now 38 years later and my mistress (my TR4A) - that is another story - is still my pride and 

joy. To make matters worse she was joined by a TR6 in 1978 and a TR7 in 2002. And  all of that can be 

blamed on the Vanguard! 

 

Nols Pienaar   

 
 



 lix 

 
 
THE CHRISTMAS QUIZ 
 

In order to keep you alert over the Christmas break here is the Christmas Quiz. 
 . Four friends, Deon, Alan, Beyers & Nols, each own a Triumph & a Cell Phone.  

They are going on their Annual Triumph Christmas run & in order to meet on time have each set their Cell 

phone to give them a wake up call.  

These are at half hour intervals staring at 6 AM. Their Cell Phones are Nokia, Sony, Apple & Ericson and 

their Triumphs are a TR3, a TR4, a TR6 & a TR7. 

Using the following factual information name the model of Triumph owned by each of the four, their Cell 

Phone make & the time they set their wake up call. 

 

1. The person with Sony is not Alan. 

 

2. Of the person with the Nokia cell phone & Deon, one has a 6:30 AM wake up call and the other has 

a TR3. 

 

3. Deon doesn’t own a TR7 or a TR4 

 

4. The person who owns a TR3 doesn’t have either an Apple or a Nokia Cell phone. 

 

5. The person with the 6:30 AM wake up call doesn’t own a TR4. 

 

6. The person with the Ericson Cell Phone is not Beyers. 

 

7. Alan has a later wake up call than Beyers. 

 

8. Either the person with the Ericson cell phone or the person with the Apple Cell phone is Nols. 

 

9. The person with the 6:30 wake up call doesn’t own a TR3 and doesn’t have an Ericson Cell Phone. 

 

10. The person with the 6:00 wake up call is Nols. 

 

11. Deon has a later wake up call than the person with an Apple Cell Phone. 

 

12. The person with the 7:30 wake up call owns a TR7. 

 

13. The person with the 6:00 AM wake up call doesn’t have an Ericson Cell Phone 

 

The answers will be in the March issue of Sabrina .Ed 

 

 


