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Editorial

Not liking Soccer you have to understand why | am pleased to see the end of the World Cup.
Those of you who are fans | trust that you really enjoyed it & that the overseas visitors went
home with | better feeling for our country than their media portrays.

Now to things Triumph, I think that we all deserve a kick up the proverbial for overlooking the
40" birthday of the Stag. I didn’t even think about it in the recent Sabrina Stag issues. However
there are still 3 months left of 2010 and as you will see in “on the Bookshelf* the Stag has not
been forgotten.

The Classic Car magazines have truly been Triumph orientated of late resulting in many
Regional Newsletters reproducing complete articles & photographs. Now forgive me while |
don my puritan hat. It is quite permissible, in this age of litigation, to review an article from any
source provided that one acknowledges the source. It is quite another thing to reproduce a
complete article, unless permission has been granted by the Author/Publisher. Copyright is a
fiercely protected asset and | would hate to see any of our members facing expensive claims.

It is unusual for permission not to be granted as was evidenced recently when one of our
members sought permission to reproduce a 1960°s road test from one of our local magazines.
Only last month | received a request, via the TR Drivers Club, from the USA to reproduce a
Sabrina article. Remember, if nothing else it is good manners to ask permission.

Sabrina’s rear covers have this year, as I planned, featured Cape Town, Pretoria, the National &
this time PE. Despite requests | have nothing from KZN, Bloemfontein, East London or
Johannesburg. Please get with it you lot.

Ed

Chairman’s Chat

I am sure that we missed a couple of months here in the Western Cape as normally the months
of July — October is wet, wet, wet. This year we had some early rain in May and some in June,
but almost nothing since then, just crisp days and sunshine. It is absolutely fantastic for open
top driving, but worrying for the farmers.



Following on from my chat in the last edition and with many new members that joined our
club, 1 would like to discuss the management of the TSCC. The club consists of the National
Committee that currently is:

President — Alan Grant,

Chairman — yours truly,

Secretary and Treasurer — Judy Harris,

Sabrina Editor — Eric Fletcher,

Registrar — Nols Pienaar,

Spares administrator — Rene de Villiers,

SAMCA representative — John Dobbins

as well as the seven centre chairmen.

We communicate and manage issues by email or telephone as and when required.

The “main” club has a constitution that was created some years ago and we refer to it when
required. Each centre also agreed to and created their own constitution that gives them a
“mandate and guideline” for the management of their centre.

I will ask that Eric publish the TSCC SA constitution in the next Sabrina, and you can ask your
local committee for a copy of your centre’s constitution.

I am also asking that each centre give a copy of their constitution to their new members that
they can review it and also have a better understanding of the “Rules and Regulations” of their
centre.

You may also request changes to the centre constitution and it is normally submitted to the
centre committee a given time before an Annual General Meeting (AGM) with a motivation
included. The change could then be added to the AGM minutes and discussed and voted on at
the AGM or special meeting as specified in your constitution. If amendments are made then the
constitution needs to be updated and distributed to the members. Each constitution is obviously
different and caters for local conditions and members alike.

All 1 ask of you, our members is to support your local committees and make their work easier
by volunteering your services and by assisting them where you are able to.

As the saying goes, “Vele hande maak ligte werk” & “Many hands makes light work”. You
can volunteer to organise an outing or noggin, event, etc. so please do and assist where
possible.



I would also like to take this opportunity of thanking the National Committee as well as the
Centre Committees for their support and hard work in managing the various centres, without
getting paid for it and without a thank you most of the times. We really appreciate the efforts
and keep up the good work!!.

That’s it for now, keep your beloved Triumph on the roads and enjoy it with your fellow club
members and friends with SPRING in the air!!

Triumphant Regards,
Gerhard

Registrars Report

This report deals with the Triumph 1500 front wheel drive saloons. This particular model was
the first front wheel drive Triumph on sale in South Africa and was launched locally in 1968. |
can remember these rather handsome ‘smaller editions’ of the Triumph 2000 saloon, styled by
Michelotti, that sported two headlights instead of the four lamp configuration of the larger car.
About four decades ago quite a number of them appeared on our roads but they seemed to have
disappeared in great numbers because | could manage to trace only eight of them for the local
register.

This report motivated me to consult my collection of CAR magazines that spans five decades.
In the May 1968 issue the car was announced as follows: “Another first for South African
motorists in the new Triumph 1500, now coming onto the market in the Republic. This light-
medium sedan of unusual quality and luxury is based on the Triumph 1300 from Britain, but
with a bigger engine and other developments specifically for South Africa”.

Declared “manufactured in South Africa” from the start, initial production took place at the
Rover plant in Port Elizabeth while it appears that production shifted to the BMC plant at
Blackheath, Cape, at a later stage in order to increase volume. The engine is based on the
original Herald / Spitfire four cylinder unit but the bore was increased to 73.7 mm and the
stroke increased to 87.5 mm to achieve an engine capacity of 1493 cc. This engine was
essentially used in the Spitfire 1500 that followed later but the sports car used a higher
compression ratio and twin SU carburetors in lieu of the saloon’s single Zenith-Stromberg CD
unit.



I would like to appeal to our club members and readers to help me trace more of these saloons
for the register. There must surely be more than eight these Triumphs around and we must try
to locate them. After all, they have been described (CAR, May 1968) as “a
beautifully-equipped, well engineered car of quality and distinction”.

| plan to publish the Triumph 2000 saloon register in both Mk1 and Mk2 format in the next
issue of Sabrina. Please guys, send me the details of these cars for inclusion. If you are not sure
if I already have your car in the register please send me an email in order to find out.

No Commno | Localno.| Engineno  Colour Last known Acquis. Previous Owner Comment
\ \ owner Date
1| RE289DL RE393E| Green R Naidoo 2008 A Homan
2 RE888DL 620 RE799E| Beige C Gibhons
3 RE883E| White| F Van Teijlingen Car scrapped
4| RE1200DL 764| RE1388HE| Beige G Malherbe 1996
5| RE2281DL 265| REI1610HE| White J Kitchen 2002 G Blake
6| RE2446DL RE1479HE| White Unknown
7 RE2384 320| RE2354HE Blue Y Vermeulen 1994 L Fouche
8 RE3671 1283 RE2962HE| Green K Illenberger 1987

Nols Pienaar: TSCC Registrar

Email: nols.pienaar@gmail.com

SAMCA REPORT

This is the last “official” report from myself, but I will be fielding all the emails, minutes and
feedback until John Dobbins has his email up and running.

John will attend the meetings, the first of which | will take him to and introduce also officially
hand over - 27th May 2010

REPORT
1. SAMCA held their AGM on the 25" March
2. The Triumph Sports Car Club was thanked for always being one of the first clubs to

pay their subs and support the Web page — (Do think we need to send in another
logo badge?)



10.

The need for more active participation was requested. One event a year.

With the forming of Provincial samca clubs — Cape Town KZN it is hoped that
the Triumph club will have more representation.

Alexander Forbes Insurance Scheme for Older Cars is picking up more interest and
generally has had a favourable response — See attached documents.

Glenrand have asked to be allowed back as the official SAMCA Insurance scheme,
this was declined. Individual clubs and member of course are free to choose
whichever Insurance they wish to go with.

SAMCA website - is up and running very well — members are encouraged to use it
and help it grow. Personally find it very user friendly and would like to see a nicer
representation of our logo.

SAMCA project — a joint initiative with SAVVA regarding the Dot. Of Transport
has formed. A response to the proposed Bill has been handed in, with all the
comments from all the different clubs added. This document has been generated to
pull together the historic and collector movements to stand as one and work under
the Dpt of Transport — giving realistic facts and information in formatting Transport
Bills in future. All clubs are invited to participate in the process by submitting
concerns and issues regarding current legislation to info.dot@samca.co.za So far no
further feedback has arisen.

SAMCA promotion — Classic & Performance Car Africa — Fred Phillips and Stuart
Grant

Motor head Dairies well
MOTORS CLUBS projects — Samca joins in to assist individual clubs with projects
that they may need help with; Angela’s Picnic - Pet’s in Trauma Run to the Vaal -

Old Age Facilities all these projects are boosted with the fact that all the clubs join
in and assist.
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11.  EVENTS - Coming up — 1 August ALL DAY CAR SHOW
SCOTTBURGH CLASSIC CARS
Contact: Peter Fielding — 039 976 1995

12.  Finally, I would like to wish John Dobbins well with his election as SAMCA
Representative, and also thank SAMCA for the comradely and treating me as one of
the team. | enjoyed my time as the Triumph representative very much.

John Lewis

REGIONAL REPORTS

Bloemfontein

Hopefully the winter is on its way out and we will be able to start packing our woolies away! It
has been quite a cold winter here in Bloem, maximum temperatures not going above 10 degrees
at a time.

We had a ‘Cars in the Park” on the 9" of August (maximum 8 degrees!). Amazingly it was very
well attended, everybody well padded against the freezing wind, all looking like Michelin Men.
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Our June event, the visit to the farmer’s market, did not occur for various reasons but we held a
breakfast run to Cloud Nine, about 20km out of town, on Sunday 20". Only two Triumphs, an
MG and various plastics made the trip. Maybe when the weather warms up we will see more
action, and I will have more to report.

I have been asked to find buyers for three Triumph 2000/2500/TR overdrive gearboxes. | have
to the best of my ability tested them but not being in the car | can only test gear selection but
not the overdrives. They are all the early overdrive type (not the J-type) and only one has the
operating solenoid fitted. These gearboxes come from cars that were stripped for selling of
parts from a private car breaker. The gear selection on all is fine, and all the gears turn freely
& quietly. Going price: R1,000.00 each or R2,500.00 for all three.

Please contact Alan Dickens, Bloemfontein Centre.

Also 1 am looking for a pair of Herald/TR4/Spitfire 4 boot hinges,

part # 604917/8.

Also a windscreen for the same Herald 1200 saloon.

Please contact Alan Dickens, Bloemfontein Centre.

Happy motoring & God bless

Alan

Border

It has been reasonably quiet on the Border front for the past few months. Possibly a meltdown
period after the hype of the wonderful time we all had in the Drakensberg.

Many of us have been very busy travelling, doing alterations to our homes and busy with other
hobbies. Gavin and Nan Turner have done major alterations to their home and Sue and | have
been settling into our home after major alterations. We have also spent much time away from
home travelling nationally. Les Cock, of course,has the distraction of his involvement with the
Loco Club. You would not blame him if you were lucky enough to see his beautiful
locomotive.

We, as a Club, were well represented at the Wizard on Wheels Motor Car Show in June. There
were no less than 8 Triumphs on show. We had a large area that was very organised and laid
out by Hans van Eck. Triumph really got a boost on the day and many prizes were taken home.

Arrangements are currently in progress to meet the Durban Centre along the Wild Coast for a
weekend. This should be a great outing and no doubt the sound of bagpipes will fill the hills.
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A contingent of Border Centre will be travelling to Port Alfred on the 215 August to visit the
Blair’s from Durban who will be spending time at their holiday home. We look forward to this.

Gavin Turner with his navigator John Williams participated in the Amatola Rally that attracted
entries from Johannesburg and other parts of the country. Unfortunately this was done in a
Porsche and not a Triumph hence they only achieved 12 place and not a Podium Reports are
that this was a well organised and enjoyable event.

On the car front Louis Greef is now in the final straight of his Triumph Spitfire rebuild and we
all look forward to seeing this car on the road. | have re-visited my GT6 MK2 rebuild. The
body should return from the bodyworks by the end of August. Gearbox and overdrive are in
Jhb. And awaiting spares for assembly. Hopefully both these cars will be at the 2012
Nationals.

Short and sweet we hope that these few lines find you all triumphantly well and in good spirits.

Border Centre.

Cape Town

The move to have our noggins on a Saturday morning during winter has certainly paid
dividends. Whether it is Anne’s great bacon rolls or people are just happier to come out, we
have had good attendances and lots of people have arrived in their Triumphs that is one of the
objects of the exercise!

The noggin at the end of May was a talk by Peter du Sautoy on the history of his TR5 that he
has had for many years and restored to its current condition.

Peter wasn’t well enough to give his talk at the end of April and we are delighted he was able
to tell us the fascinating tale of this motor car and his many other Triumph experiences!

The mid month June run was to the Hillcrest berry farm at the top of the Hellshoogte pass near
Stellenbosch and was organized by Laurie and Chrissie Gleeson. The weather was pretty bad so
only 3 proper cars pitched up at the rendezvous, but we had a really wonderful run up the pass
and a really delightful breakfast at the top. Somehow the road up the pass seems laid out for
good motoring and certainly brings out the spirit in every one, or maybe just me!
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The assembled company more than made up for the lack of view of the surrounding mountains!
It was really good to see Fred and Caryl Phillips make it in their TR3 all the way from the other
side of the peninsular, well done and see you again soon!.

The June noggin was held at the Montague Gardens workshop of Malcolm Uytenbogaard. He
is in the lift business and tells us he only gets into his cars after work but there were some
really great sights for us to see. Malcolm has a lovely blue Spitfire that he comes to club
meetings in, but he has some really super muscle power motorcars that he converts and races
on the track. He is a great believer in there is no substitute for cubes and has some lovely V8
motored cars.

There was a really modified Ford Fairlane up on the lift for us to see, not really quite like Uncle
Henry intended, but able to go round Killarney very quickly until some one changed the rules!
My favourite was the Sunbeam Alpine waiting to grow up into a Tiger!

One very sad happening was the death of Jan (Nikki) Booysen in the middle of July. Jan was
really one of life’s gentlemen and we will really miss his cheerful disposition. A number of
club member’s and their cars were at the church service and we send our condolence to Miems,
Suzette, Gerhard and all of their families.

July is mid winter here, and Neil Cameron organized a wonderful run over Chapman’s Peak to
the Monkey Valley resort in Noordhoek.

14



The weather was pretty cold, but there were again 3 proper cars and every one seemed to have
a great time and it is a venue that we will definitely visit again in the future. Neil really enjoyed
himself going up and down Chapman’s Peak and hearing his exhaust echoing off the rock
faces, but the weather had the last laugh when the solitary raincloud singled out his topless car
to fill with water!

The July end of month noggin was held at the clubhouse, but our intrepid chairman and better
half were on a haggis catching trip to the UK and the stand in Chairman didn’t get the bacon

rolls organized so we had to make do with extra coffee! In view of the Christmas lunch and
concours in November, there was a talk by Gerhard on Concours d’Elegance and what it
entailed. Jamie also spoke on the concepts for the Pride of Ownership and invited comments
from all there as to what they were looking for. A very good discussion was held and we can
only hold thumbs that the event at the Protea Hotel in Stellenbosch is going to have some really
tip top cars!
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The last event for this report was the August run and for this something really different was
tried. Atlantic Rail, who are going to operate steam trains to Simonstown when the line is
repaired, were holding an Open day at the Monument station in Cape Town. The weather was
again lousy but those brave souls who came had a great time and entry was free for classic cars.
20 people sat
down for a
breakfast in the
dining car at the
station and then
had a short train
ride behind the
class 24 steam
locomotive up and
down the station
yard.
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There were
stalls selling
all sorts of
goodies and
for those
who were
brave
enough there
was an ex
London
(topless) bus
to take
passengers
. around the
city centre
. between
showers. The
~ idea was
different to
. normal and
everyone
who came
seemed to

really enjoy themselves.

Future events will be the Wheels and Whales festival in Hermanus at the end of September, the
whales are already arriving and we hope the weather will be fine at that time, we haven’t been
too lucky with long weekends this winter! The Christmas lunch and concours will be in
Stellenbosch at the end of November with the AGM mid month, back to its normal Wednesday
evening slot. One of the items up for discussion will be whether to keep the noggins on a
Saturday morning even in summer. We are certainly getting some good feedback, this will be
your chance to have a say. There will also be a weekend away at the beginning of November at
a venue to be decided, but no long dirt roads to get there, promise!

Jamie

Port Elizabeth

We did it! South Africa stepped up and staged a world class Fifa World
Cup. Like a beautiful dream the final has come and gone with the Spanish
Armada sinking the Flying Dutchman. It seems that no one is rushing to
lower the flags, move their favourite TV chair or throw out the Bafana T-
shirt. So, is the “gees” here to stay, indefinitely?
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Our noggins are still well attended by now averaging around 25, with
member strength at 36. We meet every 15 Monday of the month at the
EPVCC clubhouse, Conyngham St, Glendinningvale, just off Cape Rd.
Braai fires are ready by 19:00 and the meeting starts at 20:00.
Refreshments are available from the Crankcase bar. Anyone visiting is
welcome to attend and can contact any committee member for directions.
Please refer to our website www.tsccpe.co.za for their details.

A special word of welcome to our new members:-

Pierre Swanepoel, Spitfire Mk3,

Marchant Taylor, Stag

and Jean de May, still trying to source a Triumph.

We trust you’ll enjoy and add value to the club by becoming active “new
blood” members.

On the events side during May, and in Bob Pretorius’s own words, we had
“a lekka outing in balmy Indian autumn weather of a Sunday, on the cliffs
at the seaside village, Schoenmakerskop, overlooking a calm blue Indian
Ocean.” It was a skottel breakfast/brunch outing and were joined by the
MG club. Needless to say, it was a perfect day with the best weather and
lots of karretjie talk. The camaraderie between the Triumph and MG
members was much appreciated. Nine Triumphs, 9 MGs, 1 Porsche, 1
Alfa Spider and a few plastics attended.

During June, we had Bob’s “WSC Fun Footie Gymkhana!”

A few MG members joined us as well.

The fun event was based on the world cup soccer theme and “contributed
to the spirit and hype of WSC 2010.” We had lots of fun and laughter
which included Hooters vs. Vuvuzelas, Handball, The Tackle, Nuts &
Bolts, Survivor Puzzle and blind folded dribbling and goal scoring! In
Bob’s own words: “The outing was concluded with a Bring and Braai...but
that was not the Grand Finale... as the stayers enjoyed an impromptu
cacophony Vuvuzela trumpeting act..Reminiscent of the atmosphere of a
Soccer World Cup Fun Fest Park!” 30 odd members participated in the
fun event.

Our July outing, organised by Frikkie Viljoen, was a driving
test/synchronised time trial that included teeing off a “little white ball” to
determine who’s closest to the pin! Again we had excellent weather with
the event taking place at the Sardinia Bay golf course. With our watches
confiscated, we had to complete a 10km circuit in both directions at our
own pace. The idea was to complete both directions in the same time!
Bob took 1%t prize in his Spitfire Mk4 with a zero second difference, with
Godfrey and Jackie Gericke in a GT6, a close 2" with a 30 seconds
difference. Did Bob have a hidden watch? Of course not, he used the rev
counter or so he said! With the braai fires going, we tried our luck with
teeing off to the amusement of bystanders! Needless to say , they’ll have
to re-grass the teeing off area!
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Although “Frikkie’s ball” was nearest to the pin, sign of an old golfer? 1%t
prize went to Carl Butlion who at least kept it on the green! With many
refreshments and lots of karretjie talk we ended another splendid and fun
filled day. Five Triumphs, 1 MG, 1 Honda Roadster and a few plastics
participated. Five of our members also joined the MG club for an outing to
the Ron Bellingham Art Gallery in Park Drive and the SAAF museum in
Southdene. Ron’s artwork is magnificent and his attention to detail in his
painting of the aircraft is outstanding, as is the panoramic landscapes
which form the backdrops to the paintings. After an hour of viewing, it was
off to the SAAF museum and was taken on a conducted tour. Museum
committee members provided the braai fires and a lot of karretjie talk took
place amongst the 30 odd participants. It has been suggested that
arrangements be made to have a restored Harvard displayed outside the
hanger and interested members can bring their vintage cars for a photo
shoot in an effort to raise much needed funds for the museum.

On the motoring side, Deon de Kock is reconditioning the engine of his
beloved TR4 and Peter Leyland is still fighting with the licensing
department to register his TR6, never mind the other one he also have!
Jon Rademan is still busy with the V8 conversion to the white TR7 using
the blue donor car or so we think! Beyers Vermaak’s newly sprayed black
TR3A is back from the body parlour and being assembled. Heinz Konkci
is keeping himself out of mischief by restoring an MG Magnette. Hugh
Rademan started with his Herald project by clearing the first layer of dust
and pumping the tyres! Rob Elliot is anxiously waiting for the head of his
TR7. Oppie Opperman is also making good progress on his black TR3A.
Harold Heunis is about to send Antoinette’s newly acquired LHD Spitfire
Mk3 for a respray.

Please note: All members are welcome to visit our website
www.tsccpe.co.za and to read or download our centre’s monthly
newsletter.

Future Events:

19 Sept — Travelling Supper

23 Oct — ABSA Currie Cup run (EPVCC)

20 Nov — Annual Awards Dinner (German Club)

16 Dec — Wheels 20107

That’s all for now folks!

Kind regards, Beyers

Pretoria

Cathy and | were in Europe during May when the Pretoria report had to be submitted for the
June issue of Sabrina. Fortunately Helen Flynn stood in for me and treated our readers to an
excellent account of the Drakensville national gathering as described by a number of our
Pretoria members who attended.
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In view of the focus on the nationals in the previous report I shall briefly touch on a couple of
other club events in this one. In March we joined our Jo’burg compatriots in Boksburg for the
start of the annual Early Bird route find / treasure hunt. Fortunately most of the route took us
through the streets of a light industrial area that is quiet on a Sunday so we did not have to
worry about impatient traffic building up behind us as we crawled along in search of answers to
the cryptic clues. Thanks to the good support from our Pretoria members our guys dominated in
the results with the first three places taken by our teams. Congratulations to Bill and Helen on
the overall win and thanks to Gary and Joan for a most enjoyable event.

April started off with the annual Angela’s Picnic at Delta Park in Johannesburg. Quite a
number of our members made the trip across the Jukskei to put our Triumphs on show among
some other fine classics. However, the star event of April was obviously the nationals at the
Drakensberg in KZN Province. Helen’s report covered that superb event so substantially that
another word on it will be superfluous.

Our members were really looking forward to the skidpan event in May especially since last
year’s event was such a great one and also because we invited our Jo’burg TSCC members as
well as the MG Car Club to join us. At the last minute (Friday before the event on Sunday) the
provincial traffic authority of Gauteng for some or other obscure reason pulled the plug on us
by deciding that we could not go ahead with the event at the Boekenhoutkloof traffic college
skidpan after all arrangements had been made already. Lots of disappointment in addition to
lots of egg on our faces....

Fortunately the annual Cats Eyes (treasure hunt after dark) in June was a great success.
Tradition is that the winners have to organize the next year’s event. Last year’s winning team,
Ivan and Marcelle de Clerk (MG Club) therefore took responsibility and we thus started and
ended at the MG Clubhouse were we gathered again for a most welcome hot bow! of soup and
buns after a fairly cold winter outing. What a bargain that the event was won by an MG team
again; no work involved for us next year! Having said that, the July event in the form of the
Pretoria Triumph Treasure Hunt, however, did involve some work for Cathy and myself as well
as Bill and Helen Flynn. Nevertheless, this most enjoyable event was also supported by our
Triumph compatriots from Johannesburg and our local MG friends. Our barman and chef,
Anton Myburgh, served a very nice roast at the clubhouse luncheon afterwards. This is a recipe
that can definitely be repeated in future.
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August was loaded with events: first was the
annual Pretoria Old Motor Club’s Cars in the Park
at Zwartkops racetrack. | counted no less than 32
Triumphs at the official Triumph stand while
more than 2000 other classic cars were on show.
With Alfa Romeo celebrating its centenary this
year some very special invites were presented,
including a very rare 1934 1750 6C that was
reputedly bought for $400 000!

Three Pretoria Triumph teams also participated in
the annual MG Icicle Rally (210 km distance) as novices that resulted in mixed fortunes. In
addition, we staged a most enjoyable gymkhana / driving test on Sunday, 15" August that was

keenly supported by our MG friends.

21



Congratulations to Arnold Pienaar (Spitfire Mk4) on his win as well as Andries Scholtz
(Austin Healy Sprite) who came second with Terry Murphy (TR7 V8) third. A big thank you
goes to Bill Sales, Bill Flynn and Terry Murphy for organizing a really great event.

xl

We are looking forward to the ladies Spring Day in September. In this event our members are
expected to treat the special ladies in their lives in an equally special way. I believe it will
happen at the Sammy Marks Mansion / Museum this year. Also scheduled for September is the
annual inter-club quiz versus Johannesburg we will be hosting this year, while we will also be
staging the Jacaranda Run a little later in October.

| take pleasure in welcoming the following new members who joined since the previous batch
of new ones were announced in March:

Rudolph Maree (TR7 coupe) Wapadrand, Pretoria;

Anton Louw (Spitfire Mk3) Centurion;

and Bernard Froise (Spitfire Mk2) Tzaneen.

This report will most likely be the last one from my side because | wish to stand down as
chairman at our AGM in October this year after a six year stint. New leadership with new ideas
can only be good for the club.

Groetnis
Nols
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SPARES.

Rene has got the new Spares E-Mail address of spares@triumphclubsa.com sorted out & up &
running.

The procedure for ordering spares is as follows: -

Send your enquiry to Rene quoting the MOSS part number & description. Rene will respond
with a quote. On receipt, decide what you ore going to order and confirm your order with Rene.
Rene places his orders on Moss every month around about the 13" & usually arrive before the
end of the month. Please send Rene your requirements early in the month so that your order can
be finalized by the 10" of the month. Last minute requests should be avoided.

Note that faxes are acceptable should you have no E-Mail facility, Rene’s fax number is 011
680 3124.

John Dobbins has the following for sale.

| am presently rationalising my spares at home and the workshop and the above are amongst
what is excess to my present needs. Some of the spares, especially the new ones are where a
customer asked me to buy on their behalf but never paid but the majority | have accumulated
“just in case” but now my space is more useful than “just in case”. There are also various other
bits and pieces from Triumphs | have stripped over time, which I have still to unearth, so give
me a ring or email me and | shall have a look. My contact details are email:
dobbins@iafrica.com, work: 0117081722, mobile: 0825080910 and home: 0116792954,
Regards John Dobbins.

SPARES FOR SALE

NEW SPARES
CAR DESCRIPTION PART NO PRICE
TR3 TS13046 to TS18912 PVC bound wiring harness  505137PVC
R1200-00
TR3 disc brake Master Cylinder GR64067854 R300-00
TR3 Tail lamp lens AJA5069 R62-00
TR3 Tail lamp base AJA5072 R185-00
TR5+TR4A/earlyTR6 Black seat covers SCA6411 R1500-00
TR6 Enamel Grill Badge +Plinth 717060 R450-00
TR7 Enamel Triumph Badge XKC3902 R300-00
GT6/2000 6 off 30 thou Pistons + rings Kolbenschmidt R1500-00
GT6/2000 5 off 20 thou Pistons + rings County R600-00
GT6/2000 Set 20 thou Rings Hastings R100-00
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SECOND HAND SPARES

Spitfire MK1+2 Bonnet no rust some storage damage R500-00

Spitfire MK1 Drivers door with glass + mechanism R300-00

Spitfire MK1 Radiator with separate expansion tank R200-00

Spitfire MK3 Complete engine for rebuild R300-00

Spitfire MK1/3 Gearbox R500-00
Spitfire MK1/3 Differential R900-00
TR3 Gearbox R300-00
TR3 Radiator R300-00
TR3 Starter motor “bomb type” R800-00
TR4A/5/6 3 pot brake calipers R400-00pr

TR6 Grill badge + plinth (ZKC1224) R150-00

TR6 Left rear tail lamp assembly- one lens missing R300-00

TR7 Complete engine with carbs + starter motor R3000-00
Chicane/2000 A type overdrive gearbox R1000-00

INSURANCE VALUES 2010°2011

POINTS |5 10 15 20 25/Bronze | Silver | Gold
Roadster | 50 100 150 200 250 300 350
TR2-6 45 90 135 180 225 270 315
TR8- 40 80 120 160 200 240 280
Stag

TR7 DHC | 25 50 75 100 125 150 175
& GT6

TR7 15 30 45 60 75 90 105
Coupe &

Spitfire

Vitesse |12 24 36 48 60 72 84

&

Dolomite

Saloons |10 15 20 25 30 40 50

In order to keep up with market trends and increased costs of restoration the insurance values
of our cars have been adjusted to the above values (in 1,000 Rand). The points scoring system

remains the same as before where each section (bodywork, interior, wheels and tyres,

mechanical and engine compartment) are evaluated out of a maximum of 5 points and a total

out of 25 arrived at for the car, from which a value is arrived at.
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The Concours at the National Gatherings is an excellent barometer of the overall condition of
the cars so we continue to put a value to a car reaching bronze, silver or gold medal status so if
your car reached these heights at the 2010 Nationals and you want to increase the insured
value of your car, send proof to the brokers and the value will be increased.

If you have any questions please contact me on 011 6702954 (h) or 0825080910(c).

John Dobbins.

From the bookshelf.

There has been an incredible surfeit of things Triumph in various of the magazines in fact far to
many to even enter into in detail.

Classic Monthly has been true to form with articles on Spitfires and SU carbs. Classic Car &
Sports Car has even featured a TR3 on its front cover in a main article comparison with an
MGA. Of course it also featured the Stag celebrating its 40" Birthday This was considered to
be such an auspicious occasion than non other than the usually “picky”” Motor Sport saw that it
deserved a full 6 page spread.

Meanwhile July’s Classic Car & Sports Car features a shoot out between a GT6 & an Opel GT,
fascinating comparison.

Another 40" was celebrated by the TR Register who produced a fascinating 176-page
publication.

Perhaps the most surprising was to be found in a magazine that I have never before seen “
Classic Performance”. The June copy that I found compared a Dolomite Sprint with a Golf
GTI & found in favour of the Dolly.

Oh yes & Octane features a TR6 being compared with 6 other topless beauties.

While it is not a book, how many of you watched those 2 haircut specialists on “Wheeler
Dealers” titivate a Stag?

Eric Fletcher

OF COURSE it’s CONCOURS

From Bob Pretorius comes the following:-

It is with much interest that one reads the June edition of Sabrina (p10) with specific reference
to The BGM minutes- National Gatherings-use of trailers/points allocation at Concours. It
appears that the can of worms has not been buried and consensus reached. Opinions, sentiments
and suggestions have been expressed but there is no definite YES or NO.
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So one is left in limbo until 2012, when one must again ( depending on circumstances ) direct
a request to the organisers to permit one to trailer or A - frame one’s Triumph to Nationals.
Will one be penalized when trailer-ing one’s Triumph to Nationals? If penalization takes place:
To what degree if any?

Then there is a further debate re: A-FRAMING AND TRAILER-ING which needs further
discussion to clarify the pro’s and cons and determining if penalties should be incurred.
Arriving back in Madiba Bay and reflecting on the highlights of a wonderful and successful
Drakensville Nationals, and then surveying the deterioration of Ole Yella’s (i.e. my Spitfire
MarklV) appearance and condition after A-framing it to the Berg and back to Madiba Bay, one
feels to it is necessary to express an opinion on the somewhat controversial issue of trailer-ing
one’s Triumph to Nationals. From the beginning it is agreed, with President Alan Grant, that it
is universally agreed that a Triumph should be driven to Nationals in the spirit of things. This
however, because of specific circumstances is not always possible, because of physical, health,
ageing and practical circumstances of members. One is then left with a number of alternatives
(i.e. trailer the Triumph on a trailer or A-frame the Triumph behind a tow car or attend
nationals in one’s modern plastic and not participate in the Triumph orientated events ( i.e.
concours) or because of ( at this stage unknown) penalization and discrimination stay at home
and miss meeting up and enjoying the Nationals fellow Triumph aficionados.

It is surprising that during the debate prior to Nationals and at the BGM no distinction was
made between the Trailing a Triumph and the A-framing a Triumph when the issue was
discussed. There is a distinct difference between these two modes of conveying a car behind a
tow car and the subsequent respective consequential damages. The conceptualizing of this issue
seemed to be overlooked and needs to be clarified. Only after a better understanding of the
differences can a meaningful decision penalization be made by the Clerk of the Concours to the
degree of penalization or as to whether some participants should be penalised or, points
deducted ( or added) as suggested by Dennis Cook and John Gibbon.

1. Trailing a Triumph on a trailer

When a Triumph is trailer-ed it is implied that the Triumph is parked on and secured on a
trailer. The trailer is then hitched to the tow car. In some instances the trailer has a solid
covered floor and not a mere framework with tracks. This ensures that the under carriage of the
Triumph is not subjected to any major damage by flying stones . The vehicle maybe covered
with a protective car cover or blanket to prevent stone chips on the bodywork or windscreen.
The flapping of the car cover can extensively chafe the paintwork if it is not properly secured.
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The suspension and shock absorbers *“ rock and roll” with the road undulations of the road
surface. Because the engine and electrical systems should be de-activated no mechanical or
electrical malfunctions can occur.

It is highly unlikely that a member will go so far as to construct a specially enclosed trailer (i.e.
similar to a caravan) and cocoon the Triumph. It is agreed that in such extreme circumstances
the Clerk of the Concours may determine a penalty.

2. A-Framing a Triumph behind a tow car
A-Framing a Triumph is in sharp contrast to the above-mentioned and the resultant
consequences differ.
In this instance the Triumph’s chassis must undergo some modifications to accept an
attachment frame which will accept the A frame. The latter is then hitched to the tow car’s tow
hitch hook. It is advisable to make a chevron board to accommodate lights, brake lights,
indicators lights and number plates to conform to legal requirements.
( Thus there is no alteration to the electrical loom, and it is advisable that the battery is
disconnected whilst the car is being towed.)
The A-framed Car is hitched to the tow car. The nose cone and bonnet is covered with a
protective blanket or car cover to prevent stone chips, (but this is not very effective as stone
chips still result because the car is close to the road surface, running on its wheels and close
to the tow car ( i.e. similar to a Ventertjie being towed from Gauteng to J-bay) . The covering
is also subject to flapping in the wind, chaffing the paintwork.
Whilst being towed the towed car has all 4 wheels on the road. It passed over and through all
the potholes and undulation that any Triumph driven in the spirit of things passes over. This
has devastating results on the shocks, suspension, wheel rims and especially the front tyres. The
undercarriage of the car is exposed to road dust and entire car is subjected to weather, mud and
dust which requires cleaning if it is to be proudly displayed at Nationals Concours.

3. Making use of a Commercial Car Carrier
This is a costly exercise and is not recommended.
The only advantages in the above mentioned two modes of conveying the Triumphs to
Nationals is that there is perhaps less likelihood of mechanical damage, or being stranded along
the side of the road and maybe less stress on the driver of the tow car....although one is never
happy watching the Triumph doing a bee-bop bouncing and missing potholes on the way to and
from Nationals.
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Having experienced all the above-mentioned modes of conveying my Triumph Spitfire to five
Nationals ( | have the T-Shirts) it can be concluded that there are only minimal advantages in
towing a Triumph on a trailer

(‘unless cocooned in a capsule) or A-framing a car to Nationals ...the clean up job still takes a
day. ....So why not just take the worms out the can and go fishing and let the Triumphites
attend and enjoy participating in Nationals without penalties spoiling the fun and camaraderie.

C.M ”Bob” PRETORIUS

I should like to close this debate by directing your attention to John Dobbin’s latest
Insurance values. So Concours is not only fun, it also adds value. Editor

What you see may not be what you get THE
STANDARD VANGUARD

“l_i How many of you
{ remember the
Vanguard ?

It was the first car

that | was driven in
at the then (1956)

amazing speed of

80mph.

Vanguard Phase |

Launched in 1947
and named after
the Royal Navy’s

Y battleship HMS
Vanguard ( this came about after negotiations with the Admiralty) it
resembled a pre-war Plymouth.

This 4 door body was mounted on a convential chassis with IFS & live leaf
spring rear axle. It also in Gl style had a steering column mounted gear
lever.
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in keeping with the British Government’s recovery strategy it was aimed at
exports with Australia bein a major market.

In 1950 an
Yoz poweifiel two-Gie engince . . .. Estate Car
was launched
T 4 & for Belgium
Economy _ B Y N & Only
; M Belgium a
convertible
was made
(refer to the
front cover)
This was
followed by a
laycock-de-
Normanville
overdrive in
-« 20t gfffiittess petfoimance 1951 and a
year later the
body was updated. This featured a lower bonnet line,wider rear window &
new grill.
In all a figure for 174,799 cars is quoted.

Vanguard Phase I

At the 1953 Geneva Motor Show the Vanguard Phase Il (shown above)
was launched having gone through a major re-design. It was nowa thre
box “notch back” with a larger boot & rear window.

The clutch cable was replaced with hydraulics & wider 6.00 x 16 tyres
were fitted.

And now for a fascinating piece of history.

In February 1954 you could order your car with a diesel engine , making
Standard Triumph the first British car manufacture to offer a diesl.

The chassis was strengthened to cater for the extra mass unlike the
Standard 20C tractor diesel engine restricted to 2200rpm this engine had
no rev limiter and thus produced 35HP more than the Ferguson’s 25HP .
However it still retained the KI-Gass decompressor & overfuelling & thus
these were all manually operated when starting from cold. Despite these
negatives around 1,973 such cars were made included in the 81,074
records of Phasell mpdels.
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Vanguard Phase Il ,
This was essentially a brand new design being of unitary construction
heralded in 1956 but featured the same a 2088cc engine as the Phase I.
Modenity was seen in its lower body style & its curved one piece
widscreen replacing the previous models two piece design.
By increasing the wheel base by 8in allowed more comfort and benche
seats front and rear complete with arm rests and these could be had in
either vyanide or leather. Today it sounds unbelievable , but the heater
was fitted as standar.
37,194 models produced.
Vanguard Sportsman
In August 1956 this performance model was announced borrowing
features from the TR3 . Consequently its engine had twin SU’s & gave
90HP. It had 10inch drums instead of 9inch and separate seats were
optional. There were 901 cars produced up to 1958.
Oh yes this model was to be originally badged as the Renown.
Vanguard Ensign
Today this would be classed as an entry level car having a 1670cc engine
and launched in October 1957 it used the Vanguard Phase Il body shell
long after the Michelotti restyle.
A de-lux version launched in 1962 having a 2138cc engine , 1060 saw the
option of a 1600cc Perkins P4C engined model.
Some 18,852 Ensigns were produced.
Vanguard Vignale
For 1958 the services of Mlchelottl & Vignale were called tupon to

: T cngineer a facelift. The
rseult saw deeper front &
rear widscreens &
stailnless frames for the
door windows. The rear
lights were changed as
was the front grille. At last
the gear lever for the 4
speed manual box was
moved to the floor as an
option over the standard 3
speed column change.

: Front & rear seats were
benches covered in Vynlde with leather as an option on UK cars or cloth
for Export.The heater stayed as standard but electric screen washers
were standard but the radio optional.

26,267 cars both saloon & estate were made.
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The Vanguard Utility

In 1950 Standard Australia launched a utility “Bakie” version of the
Vanguard Phasel which over the years re-appeared as versions of
Phasell,Phasell,& Vanguard 6 continuing until 1964.Vanguard Six

At the end of 1960 the original 4 cylinder engine was replaced by 1,998cc
straight six engine for this the last Vanguard. The only other changes
were to badging & cosmetic interior improvement. Only 9,853 were made
but the engine was destined to appear in the Triumpf 2000 which
appeared in 1963 & the Standard name was dropped.

In the 60 years of its existance Standard claimed many firsts :-

The diesel Vanguard discussed above.

The name adopted by RW Maudsley for his company was to signify

cheap cars made by using standard readily available parts.

Sir Joh Black who became the Chairman of Standard was involved
in the design of early Morgan 3 wheelers.

A Standard engine was used in the first Morgan 4 wheeter.

The Chassis & engine for the early Jaguar SS1 was built by
Standard.

The Vanguard Phase | design was from sketches by Sir John

Black.
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The British Chancellor of the Exchequer , Sir Stafford Crips,
declared the Vanguard a failure. Why? Because he could not wear his top
hat while sitting in the back seat.

In 1945 Standard took over Triumph & the Vanguard engine &
transmission was used in the Sidescreen models.

Acknowledgements are due to Wikipedia, The Standard Vanguard
Clubs website, The Vanguard Club of Australia and TR Action.

Eric Fletcher

THE WET LINER TR ENGINE

This article aptly follows the Vanguard story & is a much edited
version of along two part article by Alan Cornish which appeared in
the March & May editions of this years TR Action .

Immediately after WW Il the Standard Motor Company had to find a use
for a now empty war factory at Banner Lane, Coventry.

Now Britain had huge debts & rationing was now even more severe thn
during the War. The Government decreed “Export or Die”

Sir John Blck & Harry Fergusson persuaded the Government to sanction
financial loans & material to buil tractors utilising the redundant factory.
Fergusson was to be in charge of design,development, sales & servive for
the tractors made by Standard Motor Company.Both Fergusson & Black
believed that comonality of components between tractor & car would
reduce cost, in fact there were few areas of commonality.

Black had decided upon a sigle model policy for all new SMC cars &
planning for what would become the Standard Vanguard began ibn 1945.
Canley was used for production of basically pre-war models the Standard
8 & 14.

Fergusson formed Harry Fergusson Ltd ( HFL) as an independent
company which he then merched with the American Harry Fergusson Inc.
HFL operated from leased SMC premises adjoining Canley. The tractor
had been loosely based on the American Fergusson Ford design , but
SMC draughtsman redrew everything to suit SMC standard. In order to
cater for Ferussons patented 3 point linkage it required a rear axle that
was dimensional equivalent to the American Ford Fergusson light truck
which restricted power to 20HP.
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The first tractor 9 TE 20 ( TE = Tractor England) came off the Banner
Lane line in July 1946 and was powered by a Continental Motors
Corporation (of Michigan USA) 1966 cc Z120 engine. It proved to be
affordable 7 cheap to run.

Meanwhile design of the SMC engine continued , based on the
Continental engine and influenced by Citroen’ s 1939 Light 15’s 1911cc
wet —linered engine. ( sorry sidescreens but you now have Citroen &
American DNA - ED).

A major difference from the Continental engine was that the oll filter was
external & not inside the sum.

Fergusson could not afford the £ 25,000 cost of a carburretor change & so
the Zenith, which he disliked , was used. The design brief called for 25HP
at 2000rpm
(goverened) and
operating between
400 & 2000rpm and
of 1849cc & 2088cc.

Ihg Standagd Motor Co Lid
l/any Mm..@d.

1849cc engine
entered into the
Ferusson Tractor line
on 26" January 1948
although Continetal
engines continued
rigth through until
July 1948 .

The SMC engine was
designed to be the
sole structural
element linking the
front axle to the rear of the tractor ( This was long before Colin
Chapman followed this route for n F1 Lotus - Ed)

This was different from the Fergusson USA/Continental engine tractors
where front and back were supported by tie bars running on either side of
the sump.

The SMC engine therfore had castings that were much bigger than those
required for the Vanguard. Although the engines inards have numerous
similarities.
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Access to the Tractors engine was by a front tipping bonnet similar to that
of the Herald.

There were therefore two engine production lines at Canley on for car
engines & one for Tractor engines, the latter being designated TEAZ20.

In 1950 the Tractor engine was increased in capacity to that of the
Vanguard at 2088cc , its compression ratio increased to 6.0 :1 for use with
TVO (tractor vaporising fuel) This engine had semi circular inlet & exhaust
ports , equal sized valves & single springs. The car, on the other hand
used its exhaust valves smaller than the inlet valves & double springs.

Cast alloy sump & timing covers were used on the Tractor engines since
they were structural members. Pressed steel covers were used on the
Vanguard engine

All'in all 314 TE 20 tractors with Continental engines were built in 1946 &
a further 20,580 in 1947.When the last TE20 was produced in 1956 a total
of 517,651 had been produced.

The FE35 with 2,187cc continued in production & was supplied to Massey
Fergusson until 1958.

Tractor & Vanguard Engine Differences

e Crankcase/cylinder block casting , more massive for the
tractor.

e Cast sump & timing chain covers for tractor,pressed steel for

car.

Cylinder gead casting, semi circular inlet & exhaust for tractor.

Valve sizes.

Cylinder bores

Starter motor on left for tractor & on right for Vanguard.

Centrifuga speed governor on tractors camshatft drive.

Tractor had gravity fed up draught Zenith Carburretor,

Vanguard had pressure fed downdraught Slex & vacuum

ignition advance.

e 6volt electrics on tractor until 1951, Vanguard had 12v from it's
launch.
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VEHICLE BORE/STROKE | CAPACITY CR BHP TORQUE
Fergusson 80x92 1849cc 5.77 23.9 @ 2000rpm 3
Fergusson 85x92 2088cc 6.0 28.2 @ 2000rpm 3
Vanguard 85x92 2088cc 7.0 65 @ 4200 rpm 113ib ft @

2000rpm
20TS 83x92 1991cc 7.5 75@ 4500 rpm 3
TR2 83x92 1991cc 8.5 90 @ 4800 rpm 117ibft @
3000 rpm

lan Cornish also refers to articles in the Autocar of 1955 that detailed the
changes to the Vanguard engine in order to produce a sports car engine
but without losing the Vanguards reliability.

Since the higher compression ratio meant that head bolts need to be
torqued up higher (100/105 ftibs up from 60-64). This resulted in upper
surface of the block lifting around the studs causing head gaskets to blow.
The Block casting was modified so that the studs screwed into the base of
the block. This put the water jacket into compression rather than tension.
The extra torque on the head nuts squashed the figure 8 seals at the base
of the liners causing the small up stand of the liners above the block to be
lost & again a blown head gasket. These seals were changed to copper.
Higher RPM (up to 6,000), higher compression & better breathing loaded
up the big end bearings more than the Vanguard. At a sustained 5,200
rpm big ends would only last 2 to 3 hours. They were changed from white
metal to Iridium coated lead bronze. Their bearing shells were modified to
allow oil to pass quicker to them. This included modifying the crankshatft
drillings.

While no Con-Rod failures had been noted their stiffness was increase
and the big end bolts were increased to 7/16in.

An interesting modification was made to the camshaft whereby the front
half was increased in diameter. This came about because after 246miles
at 5,000rpm the No 1 exhaust valve failed but no others. Detailed testing
showed that at about 6,000 rpm the camshaft bent on No 1 by 0.019inch
more than No 8. With this mod the valves were also strengthened.

An oil scroll was added to the crankshatft itself.

The crankcase breather pipe was modified to prevent oil being thrown out
in fast corners and to allow condensate to return to the sump.

The low bonnet & radiator of the TR ruled out a belt driven fan & so it was
mounted on the front end of the crank.
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Rubber bushes were later inserted in the fans mounting to prevent
breakage resulting from torsional vibration of the crank.

At engine 12650E the original bypass type filter was changed to a full-flow
type.

lan Cornish ends off his two-part article by paying tribute to Ted Grinham
& his team for producing an engine that 60 years later is still delivering the
goods. It can now be found with up to 2,500cc, compression ratios in
excess of 10 and even producing up to 8 times the original tractor engines
Power.

lan’s Acknowledgements cover half a page listing 10 contributors &
sources. Should any of you require these | will be pleased to reproduce
them in the next issue of Sabrina.

At this point | would like to thank lan & the TR Register for
permission to draw on the articles that appeared in the March & May
editions of TR Action.

Eric Fletcher

Songs about Jane

This tale is from Dennis Cook who maintains that it is a parochial Cape Town History &
probably not suitable for Sabrina.

I think that it introduces us to many who may have only been names. Additionally it captures
the history of the Cape Town Branch & may hopefully result in similar histories being
produced by other regions.

What do you think?

At Drakensville, during the recent national gathering | met up with old
friend Dave Lugg, who most of you will remember. We were reminiscing
about the early days of the club in Cape Town, swapping stories, and so |
thought | might add to some of the Club history that Margaret Young has
chronicled, and awake memories for some.

In 1972 | purchased a sadly neglected TR3 A which | drove home from
Durbanville with the intention to rebuild it, but found that the chassis had
been badly damaged, and subsequently purchased the rotting remnants
of a TR3 (for R 200!) for the chassis and other bits. Not long after, | came
across a nucleus of enthusiasts led by one Mike Allan who lived in
Claremont and drove quite a nice blue TR3. The club was a rather loose
affiliation then, and used to meet in a hotel in Rondebosch. Members that
| recall from this time (73/74) were the late Chris Schultz; Rob Ingleby and
Bruce Erasmus. Chris was rebuilding a TR 3 that subsequently went to his
son in Jhb. In 1974, while | was partially into the rebuild of my car, | was
posted to the Middle East for nearly 4 years and the car had to be stored.
My job took me back to South Africa in 1978, but to Durban, where | came
across a beautiful gathering of TR’s at a hypermarket and met Graham
Cheetham for the first time; found that he had organised a National
Association and joined the Durban club.
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My employer, who had originally promised to send me back to
Simonstown after my stint overseas, refused to transport my car and
other stuff that had been stored to Durban, so | resigned to return to Cape
Town, where | made contact with the Cape Town Centre, then under the
chairmanship of Rob Ingleby who was chairman for several years. Today
we are fortunate to have the multi-motor club house, because club
meetings back in the late 70s and early 80s were held in a garage in
Wynberg that was rented by Dave Lugg and another for their restorations.
Whilst there were a few rickety chairs, and an empty beer crate, one
generally stood around or sat on the chassis of a TR undergoing a rebuild.
(Dave Lugg was the original ‘one day”). In good weather we sat outside
and enjoyed the chats and the beers.

One of the larger-than-life characters in the club at that time was Bruce

Erasmus; for whom the Castle Quart was renamed the “Erasmus dumpy”,
because of his huge capacity. Bruce owned a very original and un-
restored black TR2. To show how values of our cars have changed, |
recall that Bruce purchased a beautifully restored Austin Healey 3000 and
we were staggered that someone would pay the price of R6,000 for such
a car! ( Arunning TR 3 for rebuild could be had then for R 500) Bruce,
like Rob Ingleby, was your genuine bachelor about town, but we were all
delighted when he met a lovely lady who had been through an extremely
unhappy marriage, and started making plans to settle down together.
Alas, it was not to be; they were driving in the Healey on the N1 near the
Pinelands cooling towers where the municipality had been burning grass,
and the visibility was poor. The traffic had almost come to a stop when
some idiot came tearing down the highway at great speed and smashed
into the back of them, rupturing the fuel tank and setting the car ablaze.
Sadly they both perished in the fire before anyone could help them.
Bruce’s TR 2 was subsequently restored by his brother in PE.

Rob Ingleby, during his tenure was a popular chairman, and a great
organiser of social events, most of which them took place around the
Peninsula; usually assisted by Hinke Nixon and Sheila Maggs. He was
also a dedicated enthusiast and, as | recall, attended the first couple of
National gatherings on his own in his TR3. He was of invaluable
assistance in helping get my TR rebuilt; which | had to do in a single
garage in the little house that | had bought in Zeekoevleli, following a
divorce. He spent many a Saturday afternoon in that garage, teaching me
panel beating, and helping me to rewire the car.

Dave Lugg was another who unselfishly helped a great deal because |
literally had to rebuild the car on a shoestring; committed as most of my
salary was then to alimony and maintenance. Dave did the machining of
the engine components, put in new valve seats in the head, and welded
new sills on the body, as | had no access to welding equipment.
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Hinke and the late Dennis Nixon were active members and Hinke was a
key player in the committee for several years. | found that Dennis had
acquired the blue TR3 from Mike Allan, who had packed for Perth like so
many others at that time. The Nixons were working hard to realise their
dream of building a house in Constantia, and raising a family, so the car
was never used nor rebuilt. 1 think that the car was sold before Dennis
was so tragically killed by a burglar in 2007, and | wonder what happened
to it ?? Hinke, showing her commitment to Triumphs, drove a nice
Triumph 2000 station wagon and eventually took over from Rob as
Chairman about the time that | moved to Johannesburg in 1983. Having
been a theatre sister who assisted Dr Chris Barnard in the world’s first
ever heart transplant, it was no surprise that she was assertive, if not
bossy, but she was a Club stalwart and | was very fond of her. It was not
her fault that she could not find me a new life partner from her wide circle
of beautiful and unattached women.

There were two members with Roadsters at that time; one was owned by
Pat Ellis, who with his wife Marlene, was an enthusiastic club member-
one of only 2 members from the northern suburbs at that time; the other
being Dr Gert Vlok who also owned a roadster. | see that Gert’s roadster
is still listed under the member cars on the website, and it is a pity that he
could not make it to the recent classic car show as he used to live (and
probably still does) close enough to the clubhouse to be able to push the
car there.

Brian Maggs was rebuilding his TR 2 at the time, and in a manner similar
to the Nixons, it was Sheila who was the active committee member for so
many years; continuing long after | had left for the” Vaal’.

That must undoubtedly make them the longest standing continuous
members of the Cape Town club, with long time stalwart Roger Robeck
who still has the beautiful TR 2 that he was then rebuilding back then and
Dave Gordon, ever championing the unlovable Herald. If Roger's TR 2 is
his first love, he is often distracted by his other beautiful motoring
mistresses so we don’t see very much of him anymore.

Many will remember Dr. John Ireland and his vivacious wife Jenny who
joined the club somewhere around 1980. John had purchased a partially
restored left-hand drive TR 3 A that originated from the Congo -I'm sure
that most members know that TR’s were assembled for a few years in
Belgium. John, one of the most respected paediatricians in the country,
was a perfectionist. Parts of the car that had been rusted away, had been
mended by the previous owner with new panels pop riveted in place and
as he progressed, he realised that it would never meet his standard
unless he started afresh. He subsequently sold the car to someone who
exported it ; bought a TR 4 A and set about rebuilding it.
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| spent many an evening and Saturday at their house in Constantia
helping him, and | recall that he had a spray painter who was doing the
panels for him as he progressed. It was typical of his perfectionist nature
that | remember him saying one day that he was not satisfied with the
guality of the work and that he could see no reason why someone of his
intellectual ability could not do a better job than an uneducated
tradesman. This was no idle boast, and he subsequently turned out a
really beautifully restored car. Sadly he passed away a couple of years
ago and when | last had contact with Jenny she had not yet decided what
to do about the car.

Charles Patterson and | used to put the monthly newsletter together in the
days before computers and laser printers; typing it onto a wax sheet so
that | could run it off on our duplicating machine at work after hours, when
the boss had gone home! Charles, who owned a TR 4 A, was another
memorable character. He remained a bachelor all of his life and seemed
to live exclusively on baked beans on toast. He lived, at the time, in an
upstairs flat in Diep River, and kept a complete spare TR 4 engine in the
kitchen, so that he could rotate it periodically to keep the parts lubricated.
He subsequently relocated to Pretoria, and over the years he acquired a
TR 3A, as well as an enormous collection of new parts to rebuild the TR
4A; sadly he died of cancer after a long and tragic battle with cancer and
the car was bought by Chris Buckley and restored in Tanzania.

None, of course, are likely to ever forget Nick Paxinos, at one time a lone
stalwart championing the cause of the Spitfire in the Club in his strident
voice at club meetings. Being so far from home | do not have any pictures
with me to add to this article except one memory whichis of Nick together
with Hinke Nixon and Jenny Ireland at a braai during a weekend away in
Ceres, about 1982. My most memorable recollection of this outing was
that while we were driving in the town, a local farmer invited us to see his
magnificent collection of cars housed in an enormous barn. His passion
was for Jaguars and MG's, as well as big American cars, but he also had
an absolutely pristine, unrestored and original Dove Grey TR3. If he still
has it, it must be the best original TR 3 in South Africa. He said that he
did not particularly like the car and preferred his MG’s, so it remained in
almost as new condition. Dear Nick, | will always cherish the memory of
our first Greek spit roast lamb, accompanied by copious quantities of
Ouzo, enjoyed on the balcony of your home high on the slopes of Table
Mountain. How can | ever forget having to turn the darned spit by hand for
hours!!

While | was in the final throes of rebuilding my car | had a visit from a new
member, Des Rudolph, who had purchased a TR 4 A, of which he was
proud. He sometimes reminds me that when | looked at his pride and joy,
| pointed out the poor quality of repair work and the predominance of
glass fibre and body filler; which decided him to rebuild the car.
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Long standing Club Chairman, crusty and outspoken, Des will be
remembered by most of us for many long years. Here is another
perfectionist who was not hesitant about going up against the top cars in
National Concours in the beautiful TR 4 A that he restored and, of course
, the subsequent Concours winning TR7.

Sadly some of our members have passed on ; some have retired from
active motoring; good times come and go, but good friends leave an
indelible record. The Triumph Sports car club has been a valued part of
my life, and | look forward to more good times together.

Here it is now 40 + in the middle of the day- don’t complain about the

Cape winter, at least you have Red wine!
Cheers from Dennis and Jo

MG WINTER RALLY>

At the prompting of lan Carmichael it was decided that the Johannesburg Centre support this
year’s MG Winter Rally on 18 July, so at the appointed time and place Team Triumph was
assembled. The team consisted of Stewart MacGregor (TR7), Kim Kitchen (Plastic), James
Carmichael (TR3A), Sue and lan Carmichael (TR5), Donald McDonald and Jenny and Alan
Grant (Austin A105), Koos Conradie and John Dobbins (TR4A), Gary and Joan Booyens
(MK4 Spitfire), Dave Beard and sons (TR6), Jean and Margarita Coppens (Dolomite Sprint)
and Chris Meyers (MK1 Triumph 2000). This gave us a total of 8 Triumphs that was more than
the 6 MG’s entered for the MG Rally!

The MG Rally takes the form of a regularity rally where you have to maintain set speeds for
certain distances and the route is provided for you by means “Tulip” diagrams on a schedule
that is read from the bottom left hand corner upwards! John Reidy very patiently explained to
us novices how to read and understand the schedule which fortunately had all the calculations
done for us while the more experienced like the Carmichaels and Grants had an hour to do the
necessary.

The cars are set off at one minute intervals and as we were no 66 we had an hour odd for
breakfast and tyre kicking. At the appointed time of 11.36 Koos Conradie and | were on our
way in his recently restored TR4A followed a minute behind by the Booyens in their
Concours winning MK4 Spitfire. The route to be followed was basically through the Cradle of
Mankind so there were some interesting places to see besides ensuring that the speeds and route
were adhered to.

At times confusion set in, as one would be traveling in a particular direction when all of a
sudden a fellow competitor would approach from the opposite direction! Were we wrong or
were they wrong or was it the devious minds of the organisers!
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Halfway point of the rally was Magaliesberg where on had a chance to relax, have a munch on
the provided curry and rice and cookies and coffee before setting off 38 minutes 25 seconds
later- assuming one was on schedule!
The balance of the route saw us in and out of Becker’s Schools with their sump crunching
speed humps up the Hekpoort pass where we had to catch up about 7 minutes having stopped to
see if we could assist Jean in the Dolomite who had a loose alternator so Koos was having fun
with the TR4A. After a few minor errors in navigation due to only kms and not miles as well
being on the last page of the schedule we were now behind the Booyens Spitfire-maybe their
GPS was a good idea after all, so we followed them home for the final driving test at the finish.
The final driving test was somewhat different to that normally associated with cars as it
required both the navigator and driver to do a Louis Oosthuizen and hit a little white ball as far
as possible on the driving range! Generally speaking | would say the car driving was of a far
better standard than the driving of golf balls.

From the reactions of Team Triumph members the event was an unqualified success so let us
hope the powers that be in SARRA see fit to have more events with a novice section. My
thanks to John Reidy, Roger Pearce and their team of organisers plus of course to the marshals
for their time and dust eating so we could compete.

John Dobbins

FOR SALE.

Amanda Bantjes from Pretoria has a TR7 V8 for sale at R25 000. The car is in very good
condition and has a roadworthy certificate. It is a LHD V8 converted from TR7 locally
Her contact details are AmandaB@tshwane.gov.za or 012 358 6700

e Jon Rademan has decided to sell his LHD black TR7 SPIDER special edition.( ex
Ken Boss). This Triumph was specially built for the USA Californian market equipped
with aircon. Jon has fitted new tyres ,exhaust system and wiring etc. Price R60 000

Contact: Jon Rademan 041 581 503 8
Cell 082 569 2080 0

41


mailto:AmandaB@tshwane.gov.za

WHAT CAR IS THIS ?

What make & model ?

What engine does it have?

Where was it made ?

See the answer in DECEMBER’S
Sabrina.

Yes it does have Triumph DNA
This car will be featured in
December’s Sabrina - Ed
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This experimental car was designed as a high performance every
day car. It had lots of luggage space & even catered for air
conditioning & had electric windows. It utilized the Rover 3.5L V8
mounted virtually in the middle and 6 inches off centre. Suspension
was by double wishbones at the front & Anti Roll Bar & De Dion at
the rear. The body made extensive use of Aluminium panels, which
probably assisted in the claimed 140mph & 0 to 60mph in 7
seconds.

The P6BS was so far ahead of the game in so many ways that it is
hard to believe it was conceived in the mid-1960s & shown on the
New York International Automobile Show in March 168.

It was built at the Rover’s Solihull plant but sadly fell foul of the
shortsighteness of the just formed British Leyland.

Just think , it could have become the TR8

The car survives today and is part of the Heritage Motor Centre's
extensive collection.

(Pictures Supplied by Julian Marsh, taken from the book 'The
Cars That Time Forgot', by Giles Chapman) & thanks are due to
“British V8.

Eric Fletcher
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THE RIVER SEVERN

Now what on earth has the
River Severn got to do with
Sabrina ?

Go to page 42 to find
out.

FOUND or discovered or is it Re- Discovered.

Travel tales from Malawi

Malawi | found to my amazement is not without Triumphs as | found on my previous visit
when [ was shown a 1973 GT6 Mk3 that had been standing for 15 years. It seems the owner’s
husband had stripped the manifolds and brake booster along with a few other minor parts off in
an unknown repair operation.
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Marital bliss it seems was of shorter duration than the work needed on the car and the husband
left and the car stayed in this condition until we happened upon it. Due to my bad influence and
assurance that parts were just an e-mail or phone call to Rimmers away, my friend Burnett
bought the car

One year and a few hundred thousand

Kwacha’s later the car is sporting a new coat
of Mimosa yellow paint four new tyres and
many other parts. One major shortage though
is the inlet manifold, which was never found
when the car was collected together with the
boxes of parts. For the uninformed a Mk1’s
manifold does not fit a Mk3 as Burnett found
out after buying his second donor car. (In case
you are wondering Nols, | do have the
commission numbers).

We managed to find a Mk3 that was being
stripped at Quiller Triumph (the internet is a
wonderful thing) and it’s manifold which they
assured us is correct is now being shipped to
Malawi. We wait in anticipation for the report
when it arrives.

If anyone has a spare GT6 or Spitfire rim cluttering up their garage that you want to sell please
let me know and | can pass the info on to Malawi.
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We then had to travel up to the lake (this was a business trip by the way) and on the way we
were going to stop off at a lodge to visit Chris and Sandi and see their Triumph. On our arrival
Chris took us to his workshop to see his TR4A and I said | must get the numbers for Nols only
to be told that Nols already has the I

information as Chris has been to more nationals in the car than | have. We enjoyed lunch with
them and them had to be about our business

But that’s not all folks. On returning to Blantyre I was told about a Stag that had been standing
abandoned for some time and we decided that any Triumph was worth a look. Well this was a
sad story as you can see from the photos.
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Anybody desperate for a Stag, | can
point you in its direction. The
bumpers and some of the glass is
good but not much else is
salvageable.

Bill Sales

The River Severn & Sabrina

Locrinus, one of the ancient Kings of Briton, in a campaign
against the Huns took a girl, Estrildis, prisoner.

He later decided to marry her, but was already betrothed to
the daughter, Gwendolen, of his second in command
Corineus and is forced to marry her. However Locrinus
imprisons Estrildis & keeps her as his mistress. After 7
years she gives birth to a daughter, Hafren.

Later Corineus dies; Locrinus leaves Gwendolen & marries
Estrildis.

The enraged Gwendolen who raised an army in Cornwall &
defeated Locrinus in a battle near the River Stour,

She had Locrinus & Hafren put to death by drowning in a
nearby large river. Taking pity on the innocent Hafren she
declared that the river should be named after her, Hafren.
Now Hafren is the Welsh name, Severn is the English name
& guess what the Latin name is?

SABRINA.

Eric Fletcher
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JOHN FLETTERMAN GOES GLOBAL
e e

13 i

Contact N°164 - mars 2010

Des Triumph et des copains, du tourisme, de [humour et de bonnes tables

Génial n’est-il pas !

The opinions expressed herein are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the
views of the Editor or the committee of the
Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa nor do they necessarily reflect club policy.
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