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BEWARE OF SPIDERS !! 
 

 
 
TSCC   SOUTH AFRICA                    www/triumphclubsa.com 
CAPE TOWN                                      www.capetriumph.za.org 
TSCC PE                                            www.tsccpe.co.za 
KZN                                                    www.tscckzn.za.net 
PRETORIA                                        www.pretoriatriumphclub.co.za 

 
 

 
TR DRIVERS CLUB                                 www.trdrivers.com 

MOSS www.moss-europe.co.uk 
TR REGISTER                                         www.tr-register.co.uk 

STAG OWNERS CLUB                            www.stag.org.uk 
CLUB TRIUMPH                                       www.club.triumph.org.uk 
RIMMER BROS                                        www.rimmerbros.co.uk 

TRIUMPH WEDGE OWNERS USA         e.krakowski@prodigy.net 
TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB              info@tssc.org.uk 

CLUB TRIUMPH                                      enquirues@club.triumph.org.uk 
DETROIT TRIUMPH SPORTS                bdischer@blakedischer.com 

TRIUMPH CLUB SWEDEN                     odd@triumphclub.se 
WORLD WIDE TR7-TR8 CLUB               www.tr7-tr8.com 

NORTH AMERICA                                   www.vtr.org 
TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB                www.tssc.org.uk 

TORONTO CANADA                                www.torontotriumph.com 
TRIUMPH SPORTS AUSTRALIA             www.tsoa.asn.au 
TRIUMPH WEST AUSTRALIA                 www.tccwa.com 

TRIUMPH VICTORIA AUSTRALIA           www.home.vicnet.au 
TRIUMPH ROADSTER CLUB                   www.triumphroadster.org 

TRIUMPH DOLOMITE CLUB                    www,triumphdolomite.co.uk 
TRIUMPH HOLLAND                                www.triumph.nl 
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SEE You IN 2012 
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 Editorial 
 

So the Nationals for 2010 have been and gone and those of you who were not there really missed 

something. 

I may be totally wrong but I came away with the feeling that the event did not revolve around the 

cars but was more to do with the people. 

I cannot explain my reasoning maybe it was do with the air at altitude & to the fact that we were 

away from any established town and its distractions/attractions. 

There were some factors, which perhaps add to my feeling, a TR3 in which its owner was married 

in 40 years ago, a member joining the Grandfather club, why even I was returning to the place of 

my honeymoon of 40 years ago. 

Sadly only a few made the 1600km trek from Cape Town, a happening which I hope will not be 

repeated by the “Vaalies” in 2012 when faced with a trek to the Cape. 

Without any firm intention this feeling of people, is I think, reflected in the photographs gracing the 

front and back covers. 

So here’s to 2012, meanwhile it is time for me to start thinking about future issues of Sabrina, 

which I am pleased to report will now be received by 262 members compared to 229 last year. 

My policy of using the back cover to introduce the regions as already featured Cape Town & 

Pretoria, but what about the rest of the regions. I need photographs of your members, (preferably 

characters) interesting cars & most importantly some local feature that makes your Region instantly 

recognizable. 

 

 

 
 

 
NOW my 7’s battery will soon have your Plastic going again. 
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Chairman’s Chat 
 
 

It was just over too quickly, that is the past national gathering at Drakensville 
that I am referring to.  I have to once again thank the Johannesburg centre 
nationals committee for organising a great event.  We really appreciated the 
efforts and salute you!!  It was surely enjoyed by all and new friendships were 
formed, new members were met, new cars were seen, all in one of the most 
magnificent areas in the Drakensberg.  It was also very encouraging to see 
so many new members – more than 50 - that attended the event. I spoke to 
quite a number of them and they were excited to be there and also looking 
forward to the next event.  This is also great for the future of the club and will 
ensure that our cars stay on the roads and that the Triumph marque following 
grows from strength to strength.     
 
Please refer to the official report on the nationals in this Sabrina for more 
information and may I at the beginning of another era encourage you to start 
thinking about the next national gathering that will be hosted by the Border 
and Port Elizabeth centres.  Don’t just think about it, but plan to attend it as it 
is great fun and not to be missed.  
 
There is a bit of confusion amongst some of the members as to how 
membership of the Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa actually works. 
Some refer to it as partner memberships, others to husbands and wife’s etc.  
We had a discussion on it at our national committee meeting and I feel that it 
is important to inform our members, specially the new ones of how it works.  
Every member – husband and wife - that joins the club basically pays R20.00 
per year for membership. A portion of the fees for the individual membership 
is paid across to SAMCA for an indemnity which has to be in place before the 
member can participate in events. Every member will receive a membership 
card from our national secretary – Judy Harris. An additional fee of R110 per 
year is then levied for the Sabrina quarterly magazine. Eric Fletcher will send 
the Sabrina to Mr and Mrs Surname on a quarterly basis if both husband and 
wife joined. Easy isn’t it? 
It is also very encouraging to note the increase in membership of the club and 
I mentioned it at the Biennial General Meeting, (refer to the minutes of the 
BGM in this Sabrina) but would like to bring it to our entire member’s 
attention.  The hard work that your committee and you have been doing 
during the past couple of years is paying off and we can see steady growth in 
membership numbers as well as the cars registered by our able registrar Nols 
Pienaar.  
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This has in effect a snowball effect as it is the new member’s enthusiasm that 
sparks the older member’s fire again and so on and so on. Please keep it up 
and you are still a member of the BEST SPORTS CAR CLUB in South Africa! 
  
When you receive this magazine the FIFA Soccer World Cup will be well on its way. Enjoy this 

huge event and let’s support our local Bafana Bafana team to the best of our ability and show our 

“guests” true South African hospitality. 

 

That’s it for now and keep your beloved Triumph on the roads and enjoy it with your fellow club 

members and friends!! 

 

 

Triumphant Regards, 

Gerhard 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 

 

Splish, splash, I was having a bath, round about Saturday night. 
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TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA 

  
Minutes of the 17th Biennial General Meeting held at 17:15 at ATKV Drakensville, Jagersrust, 

on Sunday   25th April 2010 

 

1. Welcoming 
 

Gerhard Vorster as National Chairman and Chairman of the meeting welcomed everyone present 

and expressed the need for a speedy meeting. 

Before the business of the meeting commenced, Gerhard noted the sad loss of several Triumph 

Club members of long standing which included Chris Gibbons, Nick Rautenbach, Arnie Louws, 

Chris Schultz and others. All members stood and there was a moments silence in remembrance. 

 

2. Apologies/Attendance register 
 

The Chairman advised the meeting that the sequence of the discussion points on the agenda was 

being changed and that as 70 members were present there was the required quorum and declared the 

meeting duly constituted. (Refer to attached members present list) 

 

Gerhard told the meeting that nominations for the National Committee had already been held and 

asked if there was any other matters that needed to be added to the Agenda under “General”. Two 

items were added, namely a discussion regarding the venues for future National Gatherings and the 

use of trailers and the resulting possible points variances at Concours. 
 

3. Honorary Membership 
 

The Chairman advised that it was with great pleasure that Honorary 
Membership was being bestowed on Chris and Dot Gibbons. The 
motivational letter from Gino Casieri was read out. Everyone agreed and a 
plaque was handed over to Dot and her son, Kit. The members present then 
gave her a standing ovation. 
 

4. Minutes of the 16th BGM held in 2008 at Maselspoort. 
 
The minutes had been circulated in the December 2009 issue of Sabrina and 
were taken as read. 
The minutes were proposed by Geoff Kriel and seconded by Dennis Cook 
and were adopted by the meeting as a correct record of the proceedings of 
the meeting. 
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5. Matters arising from the minutes of the 16th BGM. 

 
There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 

6. Circulation of financial statements, 2008 and 2009. 
 

The financial statements had been circulated and Judy Harris itemised the salient points. 

Gerhard thanked Judy. Gino asked that the 2009 balance sheet include December Sabrina’s 

expenses even though the amount was only deducted from the National Account in January 2010 

and that this should be published in Sabrina. The financial statements were proposed by Heinrich 

Koncki and seconded by Chris Buckley. 

 

 2009 INCOME & EXPENDITURE REPORT as at 31.12.2009 

 

INCOME         RAND 

Opening Balance on 01.01.2009     17,614.43 

Donations (John Roets)           500.00 

Deposits National & Sabrina Levies    38,810.00 

TOTAL INCOME        56,924.43 

 

EXPENDITURE 

 

Membership Cards including postage     1,050.36 

Stationary          1,370.00 

Sabrina March 2009        5,692.57 

Sabrina June 2009        3,905.40 

Sabrina September 2009       4,669.16 

Prepaid Envelopes for Sabrina – 4 issues    6,318.00 

Bank charges including internet, maintenance fees  

and cash deposit fees           398.74 

SAMCA fees         2,617.50 

Sabrina December 2009 paid in January 2010-05-29  4,948.04 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE      30,969.77 

BALANCE AS AT 31.12.2009     25,954.66 

YEAR ON YEAR INCREASE       8,340.23 

 
 
Alan Grant reported that he had received notification from The Standard Bank 
of South Africa that The Graham Cheetham Triumph Trust account had a nil 
balance. He advised that the actual balance should be in excess of R1800. 
He further advised that the bank had lost the relevant FICA documents, twice, 
but that he would sort it out. Bill Flynn suggested writing a strongly worded 
letter to the bank. 
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7. Spares 
 
The Spares Administrator, René de Villiers, advised that the 2008 and 2009 
financial documents pertaining to the Spares Fund had been published in the 
December 2009 issue of Sabrina. His comments on how the Spares Fund 
worked had also been published. He then gave an update since 1st October 
2009: - 
Sales had been just under R88, 000. Forty-six invoices had been issued 
which equated to 8 members ordering on average R1900 per month. He 
noted however that all but 7 of these members were from the 
Johannesburg/Pretoria area. He expressed surprise at this because of his 
low prices and gave several examples. He also re-iterated the credit card 
situation at Moss whereby members had gone to Moss in the UK to purchase 
items and had told the company to charge it to the Triumph Club account i.e. 
René’s credit card. One of his main concerns was that these people would 
then try and bring the items through Customs without paying duty. Geoff Kriel 
asked if René dealt with Rimmer Brothers because anyone requiring spares 
for a GT6 would battle to get them from Moss. René said that at the 
beginning he had approached Rimmer Bros and had asked them to match 
the Moss discount – they had never come back to him. He had compared 
Rimmer’s “specials” of a month ago and found them to be no cheaper than 
Moss. René said they would stay with Moss. Geoff again said that Moss do 
not cater for cars such as the GT6. John Roets said that it was true that 
Rimmer Bros looked after models such as the TR7, GT6 and Spitfires better. 
He was not sure if it was a good proposition to get from two suppliers but he 
would contact Rimmer Bros again and come back to the Club members 
through Sabrina. Dennis Cook said that Cape Town members were not really 
aware of spares prices and were buying through a local supplier who was 
more expensive. Eric Fletcher advised that René had sent articles to him and 
that they had been published in Sabrina. René pointed out that Moss had 
thousands of spares on their website. If anyone wanted spares they should 
send him a fax or e-mail and he would get back to them with a quotation in 2-
3 days. Orders take about one month to arrive and the cut off date each 
month was around the 10th. Spares can be sent cheaply through the Post 
Office delivery systems. 
John Roets advised the meeting that over the years he and René had used 
their own and company facilities to communicate regarding spares. A 
dedicated e-mail and laptop was needed and would be more appropriate. 
René said the cost would be +- R250/month. This would increase mark up by 
only 1% taking it to 2.2% overall. This was proposed by David Blair and 
seconded by Alan Grant. 
 
John Dobbins informed the meeting that he had bought many spares from 
René and had received fantastic service.  
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8. Report: National Chairman 
 

 

This is the year that will be remembered by all South Africans!!  In seven weeks from now we will 

witness most probably the biggest single event on South African soil. The opening ceremony and 

kick off of the first ever FIFA Soccer World Cup in Africa. This event will put South Africa in the 

minds of the world as it is the most watched television programme in the entire world.  Stadiums 

were build, roads and infrastructure upgraded, new hotels build and thousands of jobs created.  

South Africa should be a better place after the world cup and let’s be positive about the event and I 

ask you to be a part of this event and let’s be the best host nation ever.   

 

The world has changed since the last event mostly due to the financial turmoil that started in the 

USA and spread across the world.  Although South Africa was not as severely affected, we did feel 

and are still feeling the squeeze on our finances and down turn in business across most sectors of 

the market.  We are looking forward to the normalisation of markets and hopefully increase in 

business during and after the soccer world cup. 

 

We also lost some dear valuable members and friends since our last meeting, Chris Schultz, Chris 

Gibbons, Nic Rautenbach, Arnie Lowes and others.  We will surely miss them and their place will 

be empty.  We are all getting older and I am urging you to appreciate your fellow Triumph 

members, family and friends as life is short and you never know when the inevitable happens.   

   

We also celebrated the anniversary of the Triumph Herald that was launched in 1959, fifty years 

ago last year and also forty years ago, in 1969, the Triumph TR6 was first sold.  

 

On the membership front, I have very good news to report as follows: in 2008 membership grew to 

262 members of who 236 received Sabrina and great news, a huge increase in membership in 2009 

with 339 members of whom 260 received Sabrina.  In 2010 333 members registered of whom 240 

receives Sabrina.  A huge thank you and a round of applause for the chairmen, committees and 

members for your support and hard work to encourage the members to use their cars and to stay 

members of the best sports car club in the world, the Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa and 

in getting new members to join the club.   Membership numbers have increased steadily over the 

last two years and it is encouraging for the sustainability and future of our club 

  



 ix 

 

A huge thank you to all the sponsors of this event TATA, and the others for your support. It goes a 

long way to ensure that events like this happens and continues to happen into the future and assist in 

keeping the Triumph Marque alive and our cars on the roads!! 

  

Thank you for attending this event and for going the extra mile to make this event a huge success. 

Without you, our members, friends and family this event would not have been as enjoyable as it 

was.  

 

A huge thank you also to the Johannesburg centre for arranging such a fantastic event, especially to 

Gino Casieri, Dot Gibbons, Beverly Moranduzzo, Elaine Castlemaine, Mike Gilchrist, Wendy Hay, 

Cliff Turnbull, Eddie Steele, Glaudina Loots, Rory Dreyer, Mike Haydon and everyone that I may 

have omitted who assisted in any way whatsoever!  

 

Enjoy the rest of this event and the soccer world cup in your back yard and keep the Triumph flag 

flying high as we are still the best sports car club in Africa!!! 

Please drive back home safely and convey our greetings to our fellow members who could not 

attend this meeting and encourage them to be at the next event in two year’s time.  

 

God Bless and be Triumphant!!!!! 

 
9. Report: Registrar 

 
Nols Pienaar as Registrar tabled his report, which recorded an increase in the 
numbers of cars recorded in the new National Register from 853 in April 2008 
to 931 in April 2010. He is trying to get 1000 on the register by the next 
National Gathering in 2012. 
 
Nols especially wanted to thank John Dobbins, Godfrey Gericke, David 
Fraser, Eddie Steele and Tom Dougan for their regular support. He did 
however add that occasionally he experiences problems with people 
supplying chassis numbers instead of commission (VIN) numbers and asked 
that all Centres request “commission or VIN” numbers on their application 
forms. 
Nols then gave an analysis of the current register holdings. 
 

10. National Gathering 2012 
 
Deon de Kock advised the meeting that Port Elizabeth Centre had had a 
meeting in Port Alfred with the Border Club and they had agreed to host the 
2012 National Gathering. 
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 They had formed a committee and appointed Gavin Turner as its Chairman. 
At the moment they were doing exploratory work regarding location etc. 
 

11. General Issues 
National Gatherings – locations 
Gerhard Vorster advised the meeting that there had been a long discussion 
regarding this topic at Hermanus in 2006. The outcome had been that a 
mandate had been given to each hosting Centre to choose their own location. 
John Dobbins however said that we should still keep an open mind about this 
especially as many members were getting older and several had been unable 
to attend this National Gathering because of the long way to travel. The idea 
of a central location still had merits. 
National Gatherings – use of trailers/points allocations at Concours 
Gino said that he had received a request from Port Elizabeth for them to 
trailer their cars up to the National Gathering. Although it had “opened up a 
can of worms”, the decision had been to allow them to do this, he just wanted 
people to attend. Geoff Kriel suggested that everyone should be able to trailer 
their cars. Alan Grant replied that it was not a rule that trailers should not be 
used, but had been “in the spirit of things” that they were not. 
Dennis Cook proposed that extra points should be awarded to those cars 
entered in Concours, which had not been trailered to the National Gathering. 
John Dobbins seconded this suggestion. Louis Greef said that he had always 
trailered his car just in case of breakdowns and David Blair gave an example 
how one of their cars had broken down near Howick and because they had a 
trailer they were able to take it to be repaired and consequently it had been 
able to be at the event. 
 
12.Election of Office Bearers 
The following persons were duly elected to the positions shown: 
National Chairman: Gerhard Vorster  Proposed by Alan Grant, 
seconded by Eric Fletcher 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: Judy Harris  Proposed by David Blair, seconded 
by Eric Fletcher 
 
Sabrina Editor:  Eric Fletcher  Proposed by Heinz Koncki, 
seconded by Dennis Cook 
 
Registrar:  Nols Pienaar  Proposed by Geoff Kriel, seconded 
by John Dobbins 
 
SAMCA Representative: John Dobbins  Proposed by Wendy Hay, 
seconded by Bill Flynn 
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It was again noted that the election of President would only be at the 2012 
National Gathering as the term of off ice was 4 years and Alan Grant was 
elected into the position at Maselspoort in 2008. 
 
 

12. CLOSURE 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed with thanks to all members for 
their participation and effort. 
The meeting was closed at 18:15 
 
 
BGM ATTENDEES 
  
David Blair Megan Fletcher John Kerr Chris Smit 

Gary Booysens Bill Flynn Heinrich Koncki Eddie Steele 

Norman Bull Helen Flynn Geoff Kriel Gavin Turner 

Carl Butlion Godfrey Gericke Marius Labuschagne Stuart Turner 

Ivor Carlson Jackie Gericke John Leonard Rudi Venter 

Gino Casieri Dot Gibbons Barry le Roux Dave van der 

Westhuizen 

Marco Claassen Kit Gibbons John Lewis Debbie van der 

Westhuizen 

Les Cock Alan Grant Rob McLeod Gerhard Vorster 

Dennis Cook Louis Greeff Charles Mitchell Kees Vredenberg 

Jean Coppens Alan Halvorsen Italo Moranduzzo Arthur Walker 

John Craig Louise Halvorsen Terry Murphy John Williams 

Deon de Kock Brian Hansell Terry Newell Cheryl Worth 

Rene de Villiers Linda Hansell Nols Pienaar Martin Worth 

Alan Dickens Dave Harris Bob Pretorius  

Jon Dobbins Judy Harris John Rademan  

Terrence de Toit Wendy Hay John Roets  

Harry Fairley Mike Haydon Bill Sales  

Eric Fletcher Keith Kelly Dave Sawyer  
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Registrars Report  
 

This report will have to be short and sweet because I am on my way to Europe tomorrow and I 

literally have a thousand and one things to do before departure. 

 

In my March report I was quite optimistic and indicated that I expected to report good growth that 

will reflect at least 900 Triumphs in the new register by the time that I will have to table my report 

at the BGM at Drakensville. Well, I think I was a bit modest then because I actually reported a total 

of 931 at the nationals. And now, one week later, one member rose to the occasion and supplied the 

details of an additional three Triumphs.  

 

With the help of our members and regional membership secretaries I am convinced that my goal, 

reflecting the details of 1000 Triumphs in the new register, may be within reach by the next national 

gathering in 2012. I started the new register exactly 10 years ago after the job was entrusted to me 

at the Garieps Dam nationals in 2000 and it will give me great satisfaction if we can reach the 

magic figure within the next two years. Come on guys; let us take up the challenge to chase the 

goal. We now only need the details of another 66 Triumphs. And thank you, Beyers Vermaak in 

Port Elizabeth for the new Triumph details so soon after the nationals! 

I noted that relatively few Triumph ownership changes are currently being reported. I think many 

members forget to inform the registrar once they sell their cars that already appear in the register 

and that makes it very difficult to update the register records. OK guys, I know that the TSCC 

register is not high priority to many of our members, but it really helps if this club resource is up to 

date because I often get enquiries about missing commission and engine numbers from members 

and prospective Triumph buyers. 

I know I promised to publish the Triumph 2000 saloon register in this report but I am afraid it will 

have to stand over until September because I simply do not have the time to finalize it now. Sorry 

about that. 

 

Nols Pienaar 

03-05-2010 
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NATIONAL GATHERING 

 
The 23rd April 2010 dawned on 

us as fast as the World Cup would 

hit this country. By then all plans 

were made, all bookings were 

done, and all venues were 

booked. Most of all our sparkling 

Triumphs were glistening from 

many months of love and hard 

work (years for some!). Our 

regalia were made; badges 

stamped, trophies engraved and 

our bags were packed. So we set 

off in our Triumphs – some alone, 

others in convoy, but all were 

pointing in one direction - The 

Drakensberg.  

Some left their homes two days 

earlier and were making their 

long journey – their “great trek” – 

to the ‘berg, avoiding the many 

pot-holes that have appeared on 

our roads recently, finally arriving at the Drakensville resort. This resort was carefully chosen 

because of its superb facilities and its proximity to the wonderful spots to be seen there. These 

mountains, proclaimed a World Heritage Site, were formed over a period of 200 million years! 

Formed when the continent of Gondwana was ripped apart and Africa was torn away from the 

Antarctic and the South American Falklands. And now our Triumph Club was at centre stage – part 

of its evolution!  

(Well, uhm, yes). 

 

After arrival, everyone made their way to chalet 49 

where Dot, Elaine, Wendy and Bev welcomed them, 

registered them for the event and gave each member a 

‘goodie bag’ compliments of the Jo’burg  

Centre and the sponsors.  
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Mike Gilchrist made sure our members parted with some of their money by selling some regalia. 

Good to see he was kept very busy by our enthusiastic members. Thereafter everyone caught up 

with everyone else and shot the breeze over a few beers. That evening was the official welcoming 

braai, and because of the heavy weather, this was moved indoors to the Sentinel Hall.  

 

 

More welcoming and a few speeches informing everyone what lay ahead. And that was hopefully 

not too much – we wanted everyone to have a relaxing time, enjoy their cars, and above all enjoy 

each other’s company. After that most people broke off into small groups to continue ‘kuiering’ 

into the night at their own chalets. 

 

Next morning saw doom and gloom! Rain, rain and more rain!! This was the forecast for the day 

with more rain over the weekend. Still, this did not dampen the spirits of most members. This resort 

had carports and even garages for most of the cars, so rain wasn’t going to deter the die-hard 

Triumph owners. Most of the members spent most of the day cleaning their cars. A tour of the 

Sterkfontein Power Station was organised. What an eye-opener this was! From outside hardly a 

suggestion of a power station can be seen. But when you go deep down into the mountain this 

enormous cavern is exposed where the turbines are located. This power station generates power 

during peak hours by allowing water from the upper Sterkfontein Dam to drop through its turbines 

into the lower Woodstock Dam. During the off-peak hours the process is reversed, using cheap 

excess power to pump water up into the Vaal River system. Neat!!   

After the visit, back to the resort, and back to the cars. More rain!! Some panic!! A contingency 

plan was hatched up whereby we would hold part of the Concours under the carports and the other 

part in the Sentinel Hall. Sounds crazy but after some convincing the managers of the resort agreed 

– it was feasible. Problem solved - back to cleaning the cars. (Damn!) 

Saturday evening we had something new on the cards – a cabaret evening where the bravest of the 

Jo’burg members would risk their good standing and perform on stage to various acts 

choreographed by our director, Wendy Hay. This was to be a tongue-in-cheek performance (it had 

to be!) poking fun at just about everything – nothing to do with Triumphs! This was going to be 

easy – the worse you did, the better the show was going to be – easy peasy! Ha! The guise was 

“Jo’burg’s got Talent” and then we promptly went out to show how little talent we had! It was great 

fun and the laughter attested to the enjoyment of the crowd. Cliff, John Lewis, John Craig & Mike 

Gilchrist murdered a ballet quartet, for good measure John Lewis also murdered Susan Doyle.  
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For good measure John Lewis also murdered Susan Doyle.  

 

 

 

Bill and Helen Flynn gave some respect to the show. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gary Booyens, Jean Coppens 

Cliff, Joan, Margherita and 

Coral did splendidly  singing in the rain.  

 

 

Gino 

and 

Dave 

Sawyer did their Flatterly number. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Craig is best forgotten in his polka-dot bikini!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to all and also to those I forgot to mention.  But I won’t forget 

Wendy Hay for the hard work she put into this show. You may not believe it, 

but we spent many days in rehearsals over weekends – they were really fun. Thank you Wendy –

until next time! 

That evening we prayed. For sunshine.  

And the next morning the sun was shining! We put away our contingency plan and from under the 

wraps appeared the most splendid of Triumphs you’ll see in the whole of the Africa !! They all 

lined up on the grass lawn in full sunshine.  
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The last bits of rubbing and polishing going on even while Eddie Steele was briefing the judges and 

competitors on the Concours proceedings. We got off at 9.00 am sharp and as one, the Triumph 

Club buried their heads under bonnets, under cars, in the dirt – looking for that speck of grime or 

that bolt that didn’t belong! This was the Concours and judging needed to be done. The whole 

morning we admired the cars. We told each other what we had been through. My story is always 

greater than yours! 

We were amazed at the standard of cars produced this year for the Concours. Three cars stood out 

far – not for the first time Geoff Kriel’s TR6 looked splendid and for the first time Stuart Turner’s 

car was there – just restored to a magnificent example of how much hard work goes into a 

restoration project. By far these were the best of the d’Elegance cars on show that day. Well done to 

both of you for your good efforts. Following hot on their heels were cars we had seen before – John 

Roet’s T3 and Heinz Konchi’s TR4A. A good show by Gary Booyens with his Spitfire Mk – the 

first time Gary has been to a nationals and how well he did! Terry Murphy and Chris Smit also got 

gold medals in d’Elegance. Well done to you too. 

The d’Etat cars were equally impressive – the first time we caught sight of Alan Grant’s TR3 after 

restoration – and what a sight it was! It was magnificent! For those of you who have restored a car 

to gold standard will know how much work this takes. To do it in d’Etat is always more difficult. 

But Alan lost only TWO POINTS out of 1000 set by the scoring sheet. I don’t recall any car 

achieving this before. Well done Alan. 

It is apt that you are president - now 

you are King!  

 

 

Alan & his well deserved 2 cups 

 

 

 

 

Italo also did exceptionally well to 

come second overall. He had to re-do 

his engine after chewing up a few 

valves, and he also raced against the 

clock to have it there on time. Well-

done Italo. 

To all the members who entered the 

Concours well done! After all – 

preservation of the Triumph Marque is 

the essence of our club. The standards 

seen here bode well for our Marque.  
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That afternoon, still under sunshine, we had 

our driving test. On the same lawn, Mike 

Haydon and Harry Fairley set out the course 

that aimed to find the most skilful of drivers 

in their Triumphs. Congratulations to the 

winners – Etienne Fourie for the gentlemen 

and, yes, Eleanor Fourie for the ladies. 

Driving skill obviously runs in the family. 

But had Eleanor entered in the men’s 

category she would have come sixth!! Very 

good indeed!!  

 
 

 

No formal event was organised for that 

evening, but the centre’s invariably 

made their own groups and braaied 

some meat over the fire and spun a few yarns. Everybody was seen making plans of where they 

should go the following day. This was to be a free day set aside for touring the ‘berg. Everyone 

poured over the maps and brochures provided and made plans of where to go. To the Amphitheatre, 

to Champagne’s Castle, the Drakensberg Sun, Cathedral Peak in all its splendour, Thokozisa Centre 

with its many curio shops, Scrumpy Jacks .... I can go on. There were so many places to see that 

Triumphs could be seen criss-crossing the Drakensberg from all directions. The people interested in 

our history visited the many historic sites there – of Boer battles, Zulu battles, and pre-historic sites. 

This was why the Drakensberg was chosen for the gathering! And it was greatly enjoyed by all.  

And still no sign of rain! We prayed well that day didn’t we? 

 

That evening, we had the formalities of the dinner/dance. But again we wanted to make it special, 

so Chris Ferreira and his band were there to entertain us. They made such a difference to the 

evening. For most of us it was “our” sort of music and the dance floor was always full.  
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And if that wasn’t enough – we also had Eddie and Ingrid van Veen’s two sons – Eddie and Adam, 

playing a duo on their guitars and then Rudi Venter joined them with his harmonica. What a treat!!   

The music was just great and everyone gave them great applause. Thank you Chris, Rudi, and the 

Van Veen’s! We’ll call on you again, I’m sure.  

 

Prizes were handed out, thank-you’s were given, and the last good-byes were made. We 

congratulate all the prizewinners for the weekend. These are all listed below, but in particular to 

Dot Gibbons and the late Chris Gibbons for their honorary membership, to John Roets for the Ian 

Evans trophy which Dennis Cook awarded, and to Dave Blair for the Graham Cheetham Memorial 

Trophy for “good citizenship” displayed to the club and its members. All worthy winners.   

As hosts, the Jo’burg Centre was awarded the TR Register Friendship Trophy and they won the 

President’s Trophy for the best performing centre overall. Good on ya Jo’burg! 

 

The Johannesburg Centre ALL thank you for your participation and for the joy you brought to the 

weekend. We look forward to seeing you all again soon. I hope everyone enjoyed it.  These are 

special events. 

 

The next day everyone made preparations in their own time for their way home, which would be.... 

in the rain!! 

 

CONCOURS  RESULTS 

 

1. d’ETAT : 

 
Pos No. Name Centre Class Points % Medal 

1 11 Alan Grant (Black TR3) Jhb 1 – TR3 998 99,8 Gold 

2 10 Italo Moranduzzo Jhb 1 – TR3A 976,5 97 Gold 

3 15 Nols Pienaar Pta 4 – TR7 976 97 Gold 

4 17 Eddie Steele Jhb 2 – TR4A 952,5 95 Gold 

5 6 Les Cock Bdr 4 – TR7 943 94 Gold 

6 12 Gino Casieri Jhb 3 – TR6 935 93 Gold 

7 8 Dennis Cook CT 3 – TR6 924 92 Silver 

8 14 Mervyn Cronje KZN 9 – Stag 924 92 Silver 

9 3 Hennie vd Walt Bloem 6 – Spitfire 922 92 Silver 

10 2 Chris Buckley KZN 2 – TR4A 880 88 Silver 

11 9 Ivor Carlson KZN 1 – TR3A 870,5 87 Silver 

12 5 Dave Lugg KZN 1 – Tr3 860,5 86 Silver 

13 7 Dave Blair KZN 6 – Spitfire 848 85 Silver 

14 13 Bob Pretorius PE 6 – Spitfire 835 83 Silver 

15 1 Keith Kelly Jhb 6 – GT6 832,5 83 Silver 

16 4 Marko Claasen Pta 5 – Spitfire 789 79 Silver 
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2. d’ELEGANCE : 

 
1 27 Geoff Kriel Bdr 3 – TR6 406 97.8 Gold 

2 40 Stuart Turner Bdr 3 – TR6 403.5 97.2 Gold 

3 43 John Roets Jhb 1 – TR3 400 96.4 Gold 

4 32 Heinz Konchi PE 2 – TR4A 394 94.9 Gold 

5 41 Terry Murphy Pta 4 – TR7 V8 391 94.2 Gold 

6 31 Gary Booyens Jhb 6 – Spitfire 387.5 93.4 Gold 

7 47 Chris Smit Pta 4 – TR7 385 92.8 Gold 

8 33 John Williams Bdr 4 – TR7 383 92.3 Silver 

9 34 John Leonard KZN 4 – TR7 379 91.3 Silver 

10 30 Arthur Walker KZN 4 – TR7 378 91.1 Silver 

11 38 Deon de Kock PE 2 – TR4 376 90,6 Silver 
12 42 Alan Grant (Green TR3) Jhb 1 – TR3 371.5 89.5 Silver 
13 28 Brenda Murphy KZN 4 – TR7 369 88.9 Silver 
14 35 Godfrey Gericke PE 4 – TR7 359 86.5 Silver 
15 44 Brian Hansel KZN 9 – Stag 359 86.5 Silver 
16 37 Eleanor Fourie Jhb 6 – Spitfire 353 85.1 Silver 
17 26 Keith Kelly Jhb 3 -  TR6 349.5 84.2 Silver 
18 45 Louis Greef Bdr 1 – TR3A 345 83.1 Bronze 

19 49 Jean Coppens Jhb 3 – TR6 340.5 82.0 Bronze 
20 29 Cliff Turnbull Jhb 6 – GT6 335 80.7 Bronze 
21 48 Darryl Hurter KZN 5 – Spitfire 334 80.5 Bronze 
22 36 Dave vd Westhuizen KZN 1 – TR3A 327.5 78.9 Bronze 
23 46 Norman Bull Jhb 1 – TR3 311 74.9 Bronze 
24 39 Eddy van Veen Jhb 5 - Spitfire 288.5 69.5  

 

3. DRIVING TEST - LADIES : 

 
Pos Name Centre Driving Test 1 Driving Test 2 Total 

1 Eleanor Fourie Jhb 50,97 29,29 80,26 

2 Megan Fletcher Pta 58,44 66,42 124,86 

3 Jenny Grant Jhb 92,69 42,75 135,44 

4 Joan Booyens Jhb 57,01 82,38 139,39 

5 Suzette Vorster CT 85,03 56,98 142,01 

6 Helen Flynn Pta  56,72  

 

 

 

4. DRIVING TEST - GENTLEMEN : 

 
Pos Name Centre Driving Test 1 Driving Test 2 Total 

1 Etienne Fourie Jhb 35,09 26,89 61,98 

2 Deon de Kock PE 43,52 25,91 69,43 

3 Dave Sawyer Jhb 41,28 32,10 73,38 

4 Arnold Pienaar Pta 45,28 29,45 74,73 

5 Heinz Koncki PE 44,69 34,75 79,44 

6 Dave vd Westhuizen KZN 47,25 33,15 80,40 

7 Cliff Turnbull Jhb 50,25 30,30 80,55 

8 Gertjan vd Klaashorst Jhb 52,31 33,38 85,69 

9 Eddie Steele Jhb 58,63 30,34 88,97 

10 Shaun Blair KZN 61,25 31,23 92,48 

11 Gino Casieri Jhb 65,56 27,91 93,47 

12 Alan Grant Jhb 68,09 27,31 95,40 

13 Craig Blair KZN 68,32 27,32 95,64 

14 John Craig Jhb 69,06 32,52 101,58 

15 Terry Murphy Pta 69,00 34,63 103,63 

16 Bill Sales Pta 71,28 33,87 105,15 
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17 David Blair KZN 49,38 59,28 108,66 

18 Peter Roostee Jhb 69,97 39,25 109,22 

19 Dave Harris Pta 77,00 34,96 111,96 

20 Norman Bull Jhb 86,22 28,50 114,72 

21 Louis Greef Bdr 87,81 32,30 120,11 

22 Chris Buckley KZN 90,18 31,72 121,90 

23 Dennis Cook CT 87,50 37,41 124,91 

24 Nols Pienaar Pta 95,40 34,91 130,31 

25 Stefan Smit Jhb 106,03 29,62 135,65 

26 Jean Coppens Jhb 103,06 35,23 138,29 

27 Gary Booyens Jhb 107,12 36,41 143,53 

28 Allan Halvorsen KZN 103,41 41,19 144,60 

29 Bob Pretorius PE 101,06 52,11 153,17 

30 Darryl Hurter KZN 124,50 36,29 160,79 

 

 

5. BEST COMBINED – CONCOURS & DRIVING TEST : 

 

Sidescreens   -  Alan Grant  TR3 

Michelotti        -  Henz Knochi  TR4A 

TR7 & 8          -  Terry Murphy  TR7 V8 

Spitfires, GT6  -  Eleanor Fourie  Spitfire  

Stags & Saloons  -  Mervyn Cronje  Stag 

 

 

6. PRESIDENT’S TROPHY : 

 

Johannesburg   – 35 points 

KwaZulu-Natal  – 25  

Border                -  24  

Pretoria              -  24  

Port Elizabeth    -  14 

Bloemfontein     -    9 

Cape Town         -   9 

 

 

7. INDIVIDUAL AWARDS : 

 

TR Register Friendship Trophy – Johannesburg 

Ian Evans trophy  -  John Roets 

Greatest Distance Traveled  -  Dennis Cook & Gerhard Vorster 

Graham Cheetham Award  -  David Blair 
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REGIONAL REPORTS 
 
Bloemfontein 
 

Well another Nationals has come & gone, and I am sure a great time was had by all!!  It was so nice 

to meet old friends, see familiar faces and make new friends. 

The venue was good, the accommodation clean & comfortable, the food adequate.  The only gripe 

was the bar service, which I am sure turned quite a few members into teetotalers! 

It was inspiring to see all the hard work and time put into some of the beautifully restored cars.  

“Better than new” was often heard. 

Our Monday drive took us through some spectacular scenery, somewhat different to what we are 

used to in Bloemies.  Our drive home was mainly in the rain (drizzle) and at Clarens we traveled for 

10km on the road to Bethlehem, to the point where the tunnel from the Katse Dam runs into the Ash 

River 80km long and 6m high.  

The sections of pipe are about 2m 

long and are bolted together. A 

very impressive feat of 

engineering. 

 

 

 

Don’t be fooled it’s a Star Gate 

 

We stopped in Ficksburg for 

something to eat, and while there 

I received a call from Gerhard 

Vorster.  Dennis Cook’s TR6 had 

almost lost its left rear hub and 

drive shaft.  The six studs 

securing the hubs to the swing 

arm had come adrift and the 

wheel and all had parted 

company.  They managed a temporary repair (in the rain) with Pratley Steel epoxy and managed to 

limp into Bloem here we met them at my workshop.   

 

We fitted helicoils and new bolts and got all three secured.  We decided to check the right hand side 

and found it also coming apart.  Half of the studs had not even been fitted.  
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 We fixed this up, and they were ready to roll.  They stayed in a B&B near my home, and were 

away early the next day without any problems.  I heard later from Dennis that they had had a safe 

trip home! 

We have signed up two new members; Jan du Plessis from Welkom and Fanie van Rensburg from 

Bloem.  Jan has a TR4A and Fanie a TR3.  I have sent the details to Nols and Judy. 

Our next event is showing our cars at a Farmers Market that is well attended by the public.  I must 

get this report in to Eric now, and so say cheers. 

 

Happy motoring & God bless 

 

Alan 

  

 

Border 
 

More often than not there is trouble when you hear the voice of your national chairman at the other 

end of the line. Yes it was Gerhard putting a cracker under my chair for a late report so here goes. 

 

Enthusiasm and expectation had been brewing for two years and finally we were all packed and 

ready to depart for nationals in the Drakensberg. Our travel party of 5 cars met at Retail Park in 

Beacon Bay at 07h00 Wednesday morning 21st April. The following were to travel in convoy to our 

midway sleep over in Wepener in the eastern Free state:-  

   Les and Dee Cock  TR7 

   Geoff and Sue Kriel  TR6 

   Gavin and Nan Turner TR6 

   John and Cindy Williams TR7 

 

 

 

This contingent would swell somewhat at Drakensville as Louis and Bessie Greef TR7 would be 

joining after their trip via Pretoria. Stuart Turner and fiancée Shannon Forrester would also arrive 

on Saturday morning due to business obligations. 

 

Breakfast in Queenstown went down well and after filling up with fuel in Rouxville we turned right 

to head for Wepener 124kms away. Well well we just did not know what a nightmare lay ahead of 

us. This has got to be the worst stretch of tarred road in the country. We were forced to travel at 

70/80 kph to avoid 10000 or more potholes if you can call them that. Someone labeled them rabbit 

holes.  
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From a distance you would see rabbit ears protruding from the pothole only to find that it was a 

giraffe. Honestly I have never seen such big and deep holes in a road of any sorts. Thankfully we 

arrived at the Lord Fraser in Wepener wounded but still going. Chipped windscreens, damaged 

paintwork and broken headlamps aside we were all happy to be in one piece. A Freestate farmer in 

the pub described the potholes very well by using motor vehicle number plates:- 

 

Gauteng GP Groot potholes 

Mpumalanga MP Moerse potholes 

Freestate  FS ?????? sloote 

 

The next day, Thursday,was a pleasant drive through the Golden Gate National Park to our 

nationals venue. With 770kms behind us it was lovely to be welcomed by the Drakensberg. 

I am not going to dwell on the nationals as those of you who were there would have witnessed how 

great they were. I nevertheless want to say three things:- 

Firstly to those of our club members who have never attended a nationals you really do not know 

how much you are missing. Secondly congratulations to our Border contingent for bringing home 3 

gold, 1silver, 1bronze and “Most Desirable” car at the concourse. Lastly but by no means least 

important we congratulate JHB centre on organising a wonderful national gathering. All I spoke to 

enjoyed it very much indeed.  Gino and team many many thanks. 

Gavin and Nan Turner, Les and Dee Cock, Louis and Bessie Greef and John and Cindy Williams all 

treated themselves to a post nationals sojourn - a trip to the Mountain Zebra Park via Bloemfontein 

and Cradock. These dusty Triumphs arrived home on Friday 30th April. 

We joined the MG club on Sunday, 16 May on a round town rally organised by Gavin Turner and 

finished up at Rendezvous Resort for currie potjie. This coming week end the Porsche club have got 

permission to close off the Grand Prix track and have invited us along to try our luck. What fun that 

should be. 

Roll on Eastern Cape Nationals. 

Enjoy your Triumphs. 

 

Cape Town 
 

Life has been pretty busy down here in the Cape as winter begins to take its grip. Our noggin in 

March was well attended with a talk by Rod Mitchell who is an Alfa owner and runs a workshop in 

Somerset West that has become well frequented by the club.  
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Rod gave a really good talk on fuel injection and in particular how he has been able to modify 

readily available items to fit on Triumph engines and give increase availability and performance at a 

lower price, always a good recipe for success! 

Your scribe’s car has been used as a test bed, with new Golf injectors and a Bosch fuel pump, the 

difference has been amazing, it now runs well in traffic and has great acceleration with better fuel 

economy. All we are currently looking for is some one who can make the sealing diaphragm in the 

Lucas metering unit and we will be self sufficient and not have to resort to importing parts from the 

UK. 

 

The big event at the end of March was the British Sports car tour that was moved from its previous 

date in November to avoid clashing with the Cape Classic car show. This was an outstanding 

success with over 60 classic British cars lining up at the Engen service area on the N2 before taking 

the coast road via Rooiels and Kleinmond.  Those of you who were at Nationals did the road in 

reverse and will remember what an outstanding drive it is.  

We turned back towards the N2 with a wonderful drive up the Houw Hoek pass to Grabouw where 

we had an excellent buffet lunch at the Elgin Country club.  

 

The cars were parked around the 

cricket oval and made a really 

wonderful sight in the autumn 

sunshine. Thanks to all who 

organized it and a special thank 

you to Peter Flower of Classically 

British and Fred Phillips of Classic 

Car Africa for sponsoring the caps, 

we are sure these will be a sought 

after as the 2004 version! A raffle 

at lunch raised over R1000 for the 

Red Cross Children’s Hospital in 

Cape Town. 

This year we made a change to our 

schedule by moving our monthly 

noggin to a Saturday morning for 

the winter period and having the 

monthly run on the second Sunday rather than the last. Neil Cameron organized the run from 

Constantia via Chapman’s Peak to the Cape Farmhouse near Scarborough for breakfast. 13 cars 

pitched up, including visitors from Oz, and all had a good run in perfect weather. 
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The Saturday noggin was due to be a talk by Peter du Sautoy on his TR5, but due to illness, Richard 

Graham stepped in and spoke about the times he has had 

with his TR6, which he has owned for over 30 years and 

several continents! We wish Peter a speedy recovery and 

hope to see him speak soon. We had a really great turn out 

of members in their cars and were delighted to see several 

older members arrive who we have not seen for a while. 

The ladies served bacon rolls that were completely sold 

out, and overall we were delighted with the change to a 

Saturday morning. We are hoping Peter will be well 

enough to talk at the noggin at the end of May. 

 

We are sorry to have sent such a small contingent to the 

Nationals, thanks to the Vorster’s and Cooks for 

representing us so well. We will make up for it in 2012, 

that is a promise!!!  

 

The May monthly run was run in between the early rain in super weather and was organized by 

Gerhard and Suzette Vorster to the Avontuur wine farm near Somerset West. 

Breakfast was served on the patio overlooking the cars parked and Table Mountain behind, a 

wonderful place to spend a Sunday morning! Great to see Nick and Denise Joubert make it from 

Struisbaai for the event, just a shame they went to the wrong Engen service area, we know who will 

be taking over the dipstick prize this year!  
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Johannesburg 
 

We are now in the thick of winter in Johannesburg, and as you read this, we’ll be in the middle of 

the football world cup and we hope it is going well!  Our world cup – the National Gathering 2010 

– has come and gone off extremely well, I am told. Please forgive me for sounding a bit blasé’ but 

as organiser it is difficult to enjoy it as much as a participant does.  Nevertheless it was great and it 

was an honour for the Jo’burg Centre to host you all. It was a weekend where we tried to give you a 

lot of time to yourselves and doing a bit of R & R. I think the only complaint we received was the 

food not being up to scratch. I’m sorry about this – I agree with you all. We tried to get the best of 

everything within our budget and we were promised this as well. Unfortunately there comes a point 

when it is out of your control and then you hope the chefs and the barmen will do their job right.  

 

I think the performance at the cabaret and the 

buzz at the dinner-dance more than made up for 

the bad food. It was great and I thank all the 

participants and especially Wendy Hay who 

spent LOTS of time putting it all together. I’m 

sure we gave her many sleepless nights with our 

total shambles during rehearsals, but I think on 

the night it all came together! Well done to all of 

you. Chris Ferreira and his band made such a 

difference to the final evening. For most of us it 

was “our” sort of music and the dance floor was 

always full. And if that wasn’t enough – we also 

had Eddie and Ingrid van Veen’s two sons – 

Eddie and Adam, playing a duo on their guitar 

and then Rudi Venter joined them with his 

harmonica. What a treat!!  The music was just great and everyone gave them great applause. Thank 

you Chris, Rudi, and the Van Veens! We’ll call on you again, I’m sure. 

 

We congratulate the prizewinners for the hard work they put into the weekend. The winners of the 

concourse as well as the driving test. As far as I am concerned everyone there was a winner as we 

all gained much from being there with good old friends.  
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We also congratulate Dot Gibbons for her award of honoury membership, and also the late dear 

Chris Gibbons on whose behalf Dot accepted honory membership as well. Chris and Dot have 

given so much to the club we could never repay them fully. We were encouraged by the number of 

members that were at a national gathering for the first time. More reassuring was their comments 

that it won’t be the last either. Thank you and welcome to our great circle of friends. A pat on the 

back too to the Jo’burg Centre for winning the President’s Trophy. With the most participants and 

the best group of cars on show (I think), we put up a good performance. There were 61 members at 

the nationals – there are only about 85 members in our centre so we really did well. Of all the things 

and events that we organise, to me the most important and the most rewarding is for members to get 

themselves there. And this our centre did in good number. KZN put up a great show, as did the 

Pretoria Centre 

 

I have a “National Gathering Report” elsewhere in this magazine so will not go into further details, 

except to say thank you to all who helped with the organisation. As I said – I get the right people 

together and then delegate to them. They did all the work – Wendy Hay for the cabaret evening; 

Dot Gibbons for the sterling work she did on the accommodation and registration; Bev Moranduzzo 

for taking charge of just about everything – dinner/dance, cabaret function, badges, accounting, and 

lots more; Elaine Castlemaine for secretarial help, registration, sponsorship; Eddie Steele for taking 

charge of the concourse; Mike Gilchrist for the regalia; Cliff Turnbull for the info brochure and 

helping everywhere else; Mike and Tina Haydon and Harry Fairley for the driving test. With such a 

good team we couldn’t fail. 

 

 

 

Don’t lets forget Italo’s 60th when his present 

was a flight in a Tiger Moth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And now we look forward to the Eastern Cape 

where the next national gathering will be held. In 

the mean time club matters must go on.  

 

From all of us here, a big thank you. 

Gino 

Johannesburg Centre. 

  



 xxviii 

KZN 
 

Well what can I say!!!!!!!  

We can now say - Nationals has come and gone! 

For those of you that did not attend, you really missed a lovely experience. 

KZN were well represented and also the largest supported centre and we also faired very well in the 

concours on show day. The fun had by all was excellent and enjoyed by all.                                          

Well Done to KZN. 

The event will be covered later in the newsletter and do not want to take the editors airs’. The next 

one will be in the Knysna area in 2 years time and suggest that you all start saving and preparing for 

that one as it also promises to be an excellent one to attend and we will host one in 2014. So we will 

have to start scouting for suitable venues etc. 

Except for a few cars all behaved themselves. The recovery vehicle really served its purpose. 

Our past run / breakfast at the pavilion was really poorly attended and although it was aimed at the 

non Nationals attendees, it is as that only a small number turned out and those going to nationals as 

well. Come on, where were the rest of you???? 

Our next run is to Pietermaritzburg – Cars in the Park. 

Please support me in my aim to get at least 50 Triumphs there. 

We would really like to show our club up and I appeal to one and all to attend. We will discuss the 

details at the next noggin. Please make an all out effort to attend it. 

To those of you that are not well, those that I know about namely Chris Leah, Raymond Taylor, 

Lawrence Standal and Maria Erdey, and those of you that I do not know of, we really wish you well 

and a speedy recovery. 

Please remember that our June run will be a run to the South Coast and will probably cater for those 

wanting to make it an away weekend to stay over. We will also discuss this at the next noggin. 

In ending I must once again Thank those who attended the Nationals and also to our visitors on 

Sunday Namely John Kerr, Terry and Kees. Your attendance was really appreciated. 

Further thanks must go to Dave Van der Westhuizen for getting the group away and safely led to 

the Drakensville resort while we followed and arrived later. 

Good luck to all and I am sure that after seeing all those lovely cars at nationals we are all known 

really eager to get our teeth into our cars!!!! 

  

For those of you who did not attend the 17th National Gathering at Drakensville on the 23rd April 

2010 would have missed a great fun time and serious competition in the Concours.   
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There were over 200 people attending and over 90 cars on show.   

The standard of cars on show were apparently much higher than in previous years which made 

some entrants rather nervous but all in all Natal walked away with 12 awards in total, not bad for a 

visiting centre.  We also had the most members attending and the most new members joining the 

club in the year 2009/2010; hence our Chairman Dave Blair was awarded the Graham Cheetham 

Gold Car award that he really deserved and is a wonderful recognition for us KZN Members. 

Friday night was a welcome braai for all those attending which gave us a chance to hear all the 

introductions and itinerary for the next few days.  The Braai was delicious, probably because most 

of us were famished after the long drive and unpacking.  There were four members from Cape 

Town, one of them the National Chairman, Gerhard Vorster and his lovely wife Suzette, the other 

Dennis and Jo Cook who are actually from Saudi Arabia.  We also had Chris and Sandi Buckley 

from Malawi and all of these members were adopted by the KZN Club for a couple of days. 

Saturday was car cleaning day with the East London members (also a fairly small club) really going 

all out.  They walked away with the top awards.  Sunday night was a Hamburger and chips night 

with a show put on by the Gauteng Club which was really well done and very entertaining. 

Sunday, Concours day had everyone parking their cars up near the hall on a field and judging 

began.  Quite a few of our members were judges as well but that didn’t lessen the standards.  

Sunday evening we Kwazulu-Natal members had a braai and get together which was in true fashion 

a hilarious event.  We were rewarded with some beautiful singing from John Murphy, Rudi and few 

other Wannabesingers.  We also had our own variety show that is best left to the imagination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is this a Scottish WMD? 
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Monday we headed off in various directions for a drive through the Berg and because it was such a 

perfect day and with such stunning scenery, the open top driving was out of this world. 

Monday evening, the final night and the announcing of the medals was also very enjoyable with a 

carvery dinner and some further entertainment by Rudi and the most delightful young guys, sons of 

some of the members, playing guitar for us and  Rudi on the mouth organ showing us how very 

talented he is.  Later we could take up to the dance floor and dance our cares away. 

What a wonderful experience for everybody and most of all for us first timers.  Thanks to Gino and 

the Gauteng Region for giving us an unforgettable time. 

  

David Blair 

Deborah Tyldesley 

 

 

Port Elizabeth 

 

Nelson Mandela Bay has now been officially declared a drought disaster area 
due to the crippling and dangerously low water levels in our supply dams. 
We’re in need of R1, 6 billion from the government to implement emergency 
measures that includes desalination plants, sinking of boreholes and fast-
tracking water supply projects from other dams. Port Elizabeth is 
experiencing a “green drought” as we’re blessed with some rain for our 
gardens, although only now and then.  
Well, the eagerly awaited Nationals have come and gone. Congratulations, 
once again, to Gino and his dedicated team for organising a very enjoyable 
and successful event. It was an adventurous trip for our local members, via 
Aliwal North, tackling 4x4 territories in our Triumphs and plastics. The 
gigantic potholes, or was it trenches, battered and scarred our vehicles, 
leaving many a windscreen cracked, damage to body work (and ours!), 
including broken suspensions (and ours!)  
As now being the official joint organisers of the 2012 Nationals, it’s going to 
be a huge challenge to make it a roaring and triumphant success but with 
Gavin Turner in the chair and all our support, we know we can do it! 
On the events side, the annual EPVCC Inter Club Day in February was well 
supported by 11 Triumphs and 27 members. There were close to 100 
classics on display and lots of “karretjie-talk” took place over a few pints. 
Some members treated themselves to EPVCC’s well known, gigantic 
hamburgers and chips, whilst others had succulent chops and steaks on the 
braai fires! 
Our 2010 Concours took place on 13 March at the German Club as usual and 
10 cars participated with 2 on show.  
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The event was concluded in the Lapa area with good traditional German food 
and lots...and lots of socialising!  
We were invited by/with the MG club to attend the National Goodyear Race 
Day at Aldo Scribante raceway on 1st May. What a day it turned out to be 
with 14 MGs and 6 Triumphs in convoy on the track parading the V8 drivers 
and “lovely looking” Goodyear girls in front of a 10,000 strong, very 
enthusiastic crowd! We were spoilt by the Goodyear girls with everything on 
the house, unfortunately the girls excluded!! Eat your heart out!! Our lucky 
member, Jimmy Sheard, predicted the first 6 places of the V8 race correctly 
and won 4 brand new Goodyear tyres of his choice!    
Our Noggins, every 1st Monday of the new month at EPVCC, are still well 
attended and averages above 20. A big and warm welcome to our new PE 
members, Harold and Antoinette Heunis with their Spitfire 4. Harold cannot 
wait to turn the silver medal Spitfire into a platinum winner, never mind gold! 
On the motoring front, Peter Leyland’s well travelled Stag is back from JBH, 
can you believe it, now belonging to a friend of member Roger Sutton, also 
restoring a Stag. Heinz Koncki’s well known and immaculate, gold medal TR4 
is up for sale as he wishes to focus on his TR6. Hopefully it won’t land up 
overseas, PLEASE!! Jon Rademan’s LHD TR7 Spider is also up for sale as 
he wishes to focus on his TR7/V8, FHC. Both cars should be advertised on 
our website www.tsccpe.co.za as well.  
Deon de Kock’s TR4 used 2.5 litres of oil to Drakensville and back, which is 
apparently very much less than his personal consumption on route and back, 
according to confidential sources!! To quote him, “What happens at Nationals 
stays at Nationals!” Hopefully the problem is in the head, the TR4’s of course! 
Godfrey Gericke’s TR7 suffered a bent/broken cross member and front 
suspension strut on the Drakensville trip and was very fortunate in that Jon 
Rademan could supply replacement parts. Carl Butlion’s Spitfire 1500 was 
“very” reliable to Drakensville but the electronic ignition failed in BFN and 
luckily, quickly fixed. Bob Pretorius experienced problems with A-framing his 
Spitfire MkIV over the potholed roads and suspects some suspension 
damage. Peter Leyland is busy registering his newly restored TR6 and should 
soon be seen on the road. Beyers Vermaak whilst being under the “influence” 
bought himself a lot of work by acquiring the late Chris Manner’s TR3A, 
locked away for 12 years and hardly been used, from widow Annie but that’s 
another story for another day!! New members Harold & Antoinette Heunis 
bought Beyers’s Spitfire 4. Jimmy Sheard’s red TR7 DHC has been re-
sprayed, including new carpets fitted and looks immaculate; just a pity that he 
did not take it to the Nationals. 
Future Events: 
18 Jul – Back-to- Back driving test 
29 Aug – Bob’s Smarties Run 
19 Sept – Travelling Lunch 
23 or 30 Oct – ABSA Currie Cup Run – EPVCC 
  

http://www.tsccpe.co.za/
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20 Nov – Annual Awards Dinner – German Club 
16 Dec – WHEELS 2010 
Well, that’s all for now folks! 
Kind Regards, Beyers. 
 
 

Pretoria  
 

The Triumph National Gathering 2010 Drakensberg, South Africa. Featuring cars from Cape Town, 

Port Elizabeth, Border, Kwa-Zulu Natal, Bloemfontein, Johannesburg and Pretoria. 

 

The Fifa Soccer World Cup 2010, South Africa. Featuring players from all over the world, and 

playing in regions from Cape Town, nationwide to as far north as Rustenberg. 

 

Yes I definitely think there is a similarity and a cause for celebration this year 2010, one that will go 

down in history. Were you part of that history and as the soccer promoters and marketers of the 

2010 world cup would have us saying……………..” I WAS THERE……” 

 

Were you there at the 

2010 Nationals at 

Drakensville? Here is 

what some of the 

Pretoria members had 

to say about the 2010 

Nationals in the 

Berg……. 

 

Hi there  

The Nationals have 

come and gone 

unfortunately all to 

quickly. 

The drive down to 

Drakensville had my 

nerves on edge all the 

way as the red 7 had 

only done the early bird since I managed to get it running. 

When I stopped to fill up at the Engen One Stop on the R21 the pump attendant pointed out that the 

right rear wheel was smoking. I seriously considered going home to fetch the plastic as it was still 

early and I did not fancy getting stranded in the middle of nowhere with a seized wheel bearing. 
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It was a case of being between the devil and the deep blue sea as I was not sure what was causing 

the smoke. I jacked the car up and took the wheel off and everything felt fine. The bearing felt 

smooth and was not noisy so I decided to take a chance and carry on. 

The rest of the trip went of without incident, the wheel stayed cool not a sign of any more smoke or 

trouble. Maybe the car feared being parked under a tree for another 8 years. (I could get used to 

having self repairing cars). 

  

Get a bunch of competitive people together with their cars and no effort was spared in the cleaning 

and preparation for the concourse. Hours of cleaning and polishing and the strangest assortment of 

polishes, waxes and cleaning equipment from tooth brushes to ear-buds was used. The results were 

amazing and the judges had a tough time as all the cars were beautifull. 

  

Seeing all the cars lined up for the concours was rather inspirational and thoughts of spending many 

hours and large sums of money on the red car to get it in a similar condition did not seem all that 

strange. There is just a small problem of living down a dirt road that makes it almost impossible to 

achieve. 

  

If you have never attended a National gathering start planning now for the next one that will be 

organized by the Border and Eastern Cape centres somewhere down in the Eastern Cape. 

Bill Sales. 

   ---------------------------------------------------- 

2010…………...What an Iconic time for us in SA, with the anticipation of what’s to come. The 

FIFA 2010 World Cup Soccer……...Will it be good for SA, will it be great for SA, or will it 

economically break our country. Well whatever your view, the fact is that 2010 is a year that will be 

spoken about in the future. 

Life is a journey and this 2010 is a significant time in that journey. 

Our soccer promoters are saying that somewhere in the future some of us will be saying “I WAS 

THERE…………..” 

Well, for our Triumph Club Members, sometime in the future I will be saying of our 2010 Triumph 

Nationals…....……”I was there and it was GREAT” I doubt if any of our members that came would 

be saying anything but “I was there and it was GREAT.” 

 

It’s not about the venue, nor the arrangements, nor the Concours, nor the weather, no it’s simply 

about the       comaradary of like minded people all over the country  who share more or less the 

same interest……….friends , fun and our Triumph Classic Cars. 
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After having said that I take nothing away from the fact that there is most definitely the 

“competition” element of the Nationals. In the concourse we “compete” for Gold, Silver and 

Bronze, yet everyone who participated is a winner…………….and this is of utmost importance to 

keep the quality of our cars throughout our country in top shape. This year the quality was again 

GREAT, and some say even getting better. 

On the social evening’s side, just being there, away from the busy rat race of; keeping your head 

above water, fighting traffic and potholes, meeting deadlines at work etc., was just great. 

Maybe the food was not to everyone’s taste, maybe the bar service could have been better or worse, 

maybe the “Cabaret” could have been a little longer, but definitely not more hysterical, maybe the 

ballerina's should have gone for a year’s professional training at the Royal Academy of Ballet in 

London, and Cinderella maybe should have gone for “Anger Management classes”, and never mind 

Staveros and Gino Flatley taking a bow…………...but what the heck, it was a good 

evening……….so before I get myself in trouble again, let me say. ” 

“Oh  Doctor, I’m in trouble………...Well Goodness Gracious Me…(ha,ha) 

Cheers Bill Flynn 

After looking forward to the 

national gathering in the 

Drakensberg for two years, it now 

all of a sudden is something of the 

past. All we have left are great 

memories, lots of pictures and 

many a tale to tell. To me it was a 

most enjoyable event and I trust 

that all our Pretoria participants 

feel the same. Our Triumph club 

buddies in the Jo’burg Centre need 

to be congratulated on a job well 

done. 

I counted 21 Pretoria members in attendance and if all the wives, partners and children are taken 

into consideration our contingent was 41 people strong. Great diligence was shown by Terrance and 

Lynn du Toit who drove all the way from Tzaneen in their Stag.  – Nols. 

Thanks guys, our next event in Pretoria is the Skidpan Fun day out at Boukenhoutskloof, a great 

day is planned and I am sure loads of fun will be had by all. In June our annual Cats eye Run will 

be taking place at 5pm on Saturday 26th June, so if any Triumphs and their people have wandered 

into our region at that time you are all more than welcome to join us. 

Regards 

Helen 
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YOUR CARS 
 
The History and Story of Pick-A-Nin 
 
Pickanin is a black 1959 TR3A that was owned by the late Chris Manners, 
Chairman of the PE centre in the mid 90s and has an interesting history. 
Apparently, on a country trip where the Triumphs were admired, a black man 
said the TR3A looks like his friend called Pickanin. “His eyes are as big, his 
mouth is as wide, he always makes a big noise and he drinks a lot!” Well 
said, I think!! 
Chris bought the car in Nov 91 from John Tarlton, who in turn bought it from 
his brother Tony in JHB. The late Graham Cheetham identified the car with 
Comm. No: TS828349, Loc No: TR859 and Eng No: TS29250E as originally 
coming from Pinetown and that Doug Retief owned it in the 70s. Graham also 
confirmed that the car had a Crozier motor installed, including some other 
modifications and goodies. Trevor Crozier was a Hillcrest, TR enthusiast, 
known for his modifications and excellence in engineering. Sadly, Trevor died 
of a heart attack behind the wheel of his beloved TR in the early 80s, at the 
age of 70, but fortunately his grandson managed to stop the car without any 
major damage to it. 
The original colour of Pickanin was Apple Green and at some stage it was 
Yellow as well. It would be interesting to know if someone out there knows 
more about this car and especially what Trevor did to the motor and 
suspension. 
Chris Manners passed away the end of ‘97 and his widow, Annie, received 
many offers but refused to sell Pickanin as the three of them shared too many 
happy experiences and fond memories going along with it. 
Well, the question is how I got to know so much about the car, easy, as I 
bought it in March 2010 from Annie, including three boxes full of manuals, 
newsletters and literature! It’s a very long story which should be told around a 
fire in the bushveld, an oxtail potjie and lots of red wine, as I never intended 
buying Pickanin in the first place!!!  
Well, here is the shortened version of the story to the best of my ability: 
I retired in PE, my hometown, 3 years ago, after spending 30 years in 
Pretoria. After begging one of my best friends in Kempton Park, for many 
years, I bought his neglected Spitfire 4, 2 years ago. A local “best” friend got 
so excited when he saw the car and told me about a black TR3A belonging to 
his wife’s friend Annie and that he had the car for 3 months to sort out various 
problems and enjoyed the TR so much, but that she’s not interested in selling 
it. So I just ignored his excitement as I was not interested in seeing the car as 
I preferred a TR4 or 6 “...and still do Deon!!!!!!” 
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I joined our club in Jan 2008 and read about Nols Pienaar begging us for 
information on possible new additions to his register and regional secretaries 
being “slapgat!” I then started begging my “best” friend to make an 
appointment with Annie as I thought her TR not to be on the register and to 
make Nols happy! Two years later I succeeded, only to find out that the car is 
up for sale and thought “sjoe” or is it “ish,” I just made it in time to get it on 
Nols’s register! 
We arrived, I being equipped with pen and paper for registration purposes 
and to advertise the car on our local website. There it was, covered in a thin 
layer of dust. As I was trying to make the necessary notes, my “best” friend 
went into a super salesman mode, like “Honest Joe” and pointed out how 
fantastic the condition of this car is, even starting it with a lot of noise in my 
ears, breaking my concentration! Ignoring him, I carried on with my notes, as 
I’m not interested at all!! My wife, Mile, was there as well and proposed I take 
it for a test drive but with two cars to be removed and not being interested, I 
declined. 
Back home, my “best” friend went into “supersonic” sales mode and after a 
couple of whiskeys, I got so “gatvol” that I went to Mile and said I’ve had 
enough sales talk from him! She replied, “maar dis ‘n mooi kar.” 
I felt something “snap” in my brain (blown fuse?) and immediately my heart 
took over! After one whiskey too many, I phoned Annie and started 
negotiating!  To make a long story short, she reduced the price by R20, 000 
and I still believe I’ve paid R20, 000 too much “... Deon!” Well, she indicated 
that if she doesn’t 
get her price 
locally, she’ll 
advertise it 
overseas. Another 
“snap” in my brain 
as I’ve got a phobia 
about any classic 
car going overseas, 
since my Jaguar 
days in the 80s! So, 
not to offend any 
readers with foul 
language, I 
decided: “Never 
mind” the Whale, 
save the 
Triumph!!!” 
I broke all the rules of buying a car, by never taking it for a test drive, never 
looking at the body in the sun, etc, etc, etc!!!  
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What a shock I got the day I went to fetch it! I ducked and dived on my way 
home so that Deon de Kock, staying around the corner from me and my 
classic car owner/neighbour can’t see me or the car!  
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I hid Pickanin in my garage for a few days until I had the courage to tell Deon 
about my buy. I insisted that we should have a “wooden spoon award” for 
2010 as I knew nobody could beat me to the award! Deon, in his diplomatic 
way, assured me it’s not a bad buy taking “certain” factors into account, blah-
blah-blah!! Well, Deon and my neighbour were the only “privileged” ones to 
see Pickanin in its current state! A photo is included but don’t be fooled as 
Pickanin is very, very photogenic!!  
Well, Pickanin is currently at a private “body parlour” undergoing skin 
treatment and all other nice things! With paint removed to bare metal, poor 
Pickanin showed signs of a tough life over its 50 years of existence! 
Unfortunately, my “friend” is still my “friend” and pledges his help getting 
Pickanin in top condition and already serviced and buffed the SUs! 
The challenge ahead: “To groom and transform Pickanin into a legendary 
prancing horse and be renamed or is it re-born?  –    “The Black 
Stallion!” 
 
Beyers Vermaak (beyersvermaak@gmail.com) 
 
 

Technical Tips 
 

Knocking, Valve Seat Recession, Fuel and Additives. 

 

Leaded Fuel 

The benefits of leaded fuel are two fold: one is prevention of knock or pinking, and thus permits the 

use of higher compression ratios. The second is to protect against very rapid wear, or recession of 

the valve seats. Tetra-ethyl lead was first added to fuel in the 1920’s as an anti-knock additive. It 

was not until later that its function in forming deposits of lead compounds, which act as high 

temperature solid film lubricants on exhaust valves and seat’s was understood. Valve seat recession 

(VSR) is a complex process affected by many factors of engine design and use. Amongst these, 

however, high engine speeds and high engine temperature are major contributing factors to VSR. 

Lead acted by inhibiting impact welding of the valve seat. Such welding, even on a microscopic 

scale, eventually leads to a significant loss of soft metal from the valve seat in cast iron heads, and 

allows the valve to sink further and further into the head. The withdrawal of lead from fuel removes 

the protection that your engine has enjoyed all its life.  

 

Lead Replacement Fuel 

Lead Replacement Fuel (LRP) is in effect, unleaded petrol with a VSR protection additive 

(potassium) already added by the petrol company.  

mailto:beyersvermaak@gmail.com
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During research for this paper there are no British or other standard for LRP, but it appears likely 

that the active components may be of a lower concentration than is the case for the additives tested 

by the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs with a corresponding reduction in the 

protection provided. This stuff has not been tested and may not offer any protection. It could be a 

huge con by the oil companies. At the coast the octane rating is 95 and on the interior at altitude it is 

93. In Britain it is offered at 97-octane (super), however, by mid 2002 LRP accounted for only 2.7% 

of total fuel sales, and since 2003 it has only been available at a few specialist outlets hoping to 

keep something no one else has. One has to wonder how long it will be before this problem hits our 

shores.  

 

VSP additives 

There is several proprietary lead replacement additives available for D.I.Y. dosing of unleaded 

petrol, and are easily found in shops like MIDAS or ordered from overseas. Additives have been in 

use for years around the world with no reports of problems. There are reservations about the effect 

of a sodium-based product on turbo-charger blades. Additives may be phosphorus, sodium, 

potassium or manganese based and are quiet satisfactory when used at the correct dosing in 

appropriate vehicles. 

 

- Millers VSP plus (manganese) 

- Red Line Lead Substitute (sodium) 

- Super Blend zero lead (potassium) 

- Castrol valvemaster & valvemaster plus (phosphorus) 

- Carplan Nitrox 4-star (potassium) & 4-lead (manganese) 

- Wynn’s octane booster (manganese) 

 

In general it is best to chose one product and stay with it. These additives have different chemistries 

and must not be mixed, only added in the correct amount to unleaded petrol. If LRP is to be used, 

do not use an additive. Using a potassium-based additive has the benefit that LRP could be used in 

an emergency, as the chemistry is compatible. Be warned that certain VSP additives could actually 

lower the octane, thus, by solving one problem, another is created. Many additives actually increase 

the octane and give VSP protection – choose carefully. 

 

What exacerbates the problem? 

- Cast iron heads without hard seat inserts (most Triumphs) 

- Overheating 

- Sustained engine speeds above 3000 rpm 

 

How will this affect my Triumph? 

This will depend on the state of your cooling system and the manner in which you drive.  
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Note that the Rover ‘A series’ engine was selected for fuel additive tests in the U.K. specifically 

because of the cylinder heads susceptibility to valve seat recession. The ‘A series’ powers most 

early British cars and its basic design is very closely related to all other larger British engines. The 

use of motorways (sustained High RPM) and towing (engine working harder) are the most likely 

promoters of valve seat wear. Aged and fouled cooling systems are culprits too. It is difficult to 

generalize, but wear can be quiet rapid under adverse conditions (few thousand miles), yet barely 

noticeable under gentle conditions. The initial symptom is a quiet running engine as the valve 

clearances generally disappear and the associated clatter ceases. The next (and final) symptom will 

be severe misfiring due to valve burning and failure. 

 

How do I prevent or reduce VSR? 

There are several choices and will depend on the pattern of car usage and the state of your finances. 

 

Fuel Options 

 

Use plain unleaded fuel 

Probably suitable for low mileage drivers who take it easy, and whose cooling system is in good 

shape. Problems may not arise for years 

Use LRP 

Lead Replacement Petrol (LRP) contains alternative additives (potassium based) to combat valve 

seat wear. This is unquestionably inferior to lead, but offers limited protection (read disclaimers). 

The view is that blended additives used with unleaded fuel will provide a higher level of protection, 

but is unproven since LRP was not submitted for comparative testing. 

Use unleaded fuel with branded additives 

Do-it-yourself liquid additives are available from MIDAS, Triumph shop, motor factors and by 

mail order. The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs carried out engine tests and gave its 

seal of approval on several blends, all of which performed well. These additives have different 

chemistries and it is advised not to mix them. Choose one and stick with it. Some of these additives 

are also available with an octane booster component. 

Continue using leaded fuel 

Maybe it will be available on our market again in limited amount as in the U.K. Stop at an airport 

for 100 octane AVGAS (expensive if they will let you have it). 
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Engine and other modifications 

 

Install fuel catalyst pellets 

So called fuel catalyst pellets (often tin based) can be installed in the fuel tank in line feeding the 

carbs. Rely on them at your peril. They are inert and will do no harm, but neither will they provide 

any protection. 

Install hardened valve seat inserts 

Specialist engine machine shops can machine out your cast iron valve seats and press fit hardened 

valve seat inserts that will resist wear and enable the use of unleaded fuel without additives. Only 

the exhaust seats need to be replaced. Cost is moderate and performance should be reliable if the 

job is done properly. If it isn’t and the inserts drop out, you will probably need a new head and an 

engine rebuild.   

Install an alloy head 

The ultimate modification. Aluminium alloy heads come ready fitted with special valves and seats. 

You can run unleaded indefinitely, obtain better performance due to the improved head design and 

carry a lot less weight. However, they are expensive (over 1000 GBP) and are only available for 

certain cars. 

 

Special cases 

There are some specialist high performance cars that need high-octane fuel. These were made in the 

days of 100-octane fuel, but have been getting by on 97-octane and 95-octane LRP (95-octane and 

93-octane LRP at altitude.) Going to a lower octane just possibly could cause trouble, even with the 

ignition retarded. Pinking or knocking might not be sufficiently prevented, which could wreck an 

engine very quickly. Obviously driving style will affect this as well. The short-term option is to use 

super unleaded, with an additive. 

 

Compression ratio  Octane requirement 

 5:1    72 

 6:1    81 

 7:1    87 

 8:1    92 

 9:1    96 

 10:1    100 

 11:1    104 

 12:1    108 

 

Personally 

I have a 1971 Triumph TR6, fuel injected which has been in my family since new and is in 

outstanding condition. The engine has never been opened in 80000 miles of driving and I intend to 

keep it that way for some time.  
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I have the obvious advantage of having known the previous owner, my father, for a lifetime of 

information on the car. We were both concerned about the information available on fuel changes, or 

rather lack of it that resulted in me doing this research. When the car was bought new in England, 

my father had to sign a disclaimer with British Leyland stating that he would be running the car on 

less than 100-octane fuel. The owner’s handbook quite clearly states on page 43 “the TR6 engine is 

designed to operate on fuels having a minimum octane rating of 100 (5 star)” granted that this is at 

sea level and the car has spent most of its life on the highveld. I therefore originally set out doing 

this research being most concerned about the octane fuel now available and what could I do to 

resolve the problem. It then became apparent that maybe the VSP provided by LRP was not all it 

should be. Firstly the car was just not running well on 93 LRP. It did not pull well, lacked torque 

and was very inclined to pink. This can be substantiated by numerous other reports on the Internet 

from other owners of high performance cars. Secondly, I don’t just drive the car for its looks. It has 

great performance and I enjoy driving it as such. I personally now use super 95-octane unleaded and 

add Wynn’s octane booster. This supposedly increases the octane to 97 and provides VSP. The 

engine has a compression ratio of 9.5:1 and should be running on the correct octane now, 

considering the altitude at which it lives. The car is a different animal on this new fuel and is 

running a lot better.  

 

It has been two years since I originally wrote this article. The car has been running on the fuel 

cocktail for that time with no untoward effect. Admittedly, I had the fuel injection properly set and 

the engine better tuned in that time. It is running very smoothly and I have no regrets for making the 

change. I recently had the opportunity to bounce my ideas off Graham Vos who heads up BP sales 

in Gauteng and is a long time racing enthusiast. He agreed 100% percent with using the additive 

and also gave the following advice:-Increase the anti-freeze content to more than 90% of the ratio 

of fluid in the radiator. It is an excellent heat dissipater and can reduce the effects of detonation, 

which as earlier stated is most likely to occur during high speed highway driving. Take careful note 

of the engine temperature especially when driving as such. If it increases and is not stable, there is a 

problem. Wynn’s recently changed their product slightly and the new bottle is called Power 

Booster. As of today, 19/04/2010, I am unable to get LRP fuel at my local Engen garage.  

Duncan Roberts 
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From the bookshelf.  
 
We have a full house for this edition with one of the most interesting being for Stag owners that can 

be found in “Classic Monthly’s” February edition.  A ,detailed, with photos. 5 page description of 

the fitting of a GT6 2litre straight six into a Stag. Apparently Triumph originally intended to fit a 6 

and hence it dropping straight onto the existing engine mounts. A made up mount is required in 

order to fit the GT6’ overdrive gearbox. So pleased with his handiwork, the owner is now 

considering replacing the engine with a 2500S engine.  

The same issue devotes six pages on what to look for when buying a Dolomite. 

Forward to the April edition & we get another 6-page restoration project, this time for a GT6. This 

is followed by something for everyone, an 8 page 40 photograph, blow-by-blow account on how to 

retrim your classic. 

January’s “Classic Car & Sports Car” takes us back to the 1950’s when it undertakes a comparative 

test of a Standard 8 Good Companion a Ford 100 E Squire and a Morris Minor Traveler. Good 

interesting reading. 

Again something for the Sidescreens brigade with a detailed account of wire wheel maintenance in 

the February edition. 

In May there will be a comparative test of a TR3 & an MGA. 

And now for my most fascinating find. 

Many of you will have realised that I am a “Bookaholic” and cannot ignore any bookshop 

particularly second hand ones. So imagine my delight last month when discovering one of these that 

I almost immediately made a most exciting find, an almost mint edition, including dust cover, of the 

late great Dennis Jenkinson’s 1958 book “The Racing Driver”. 

Now I doubt that few of you will not of heard of DSJ but probably because of the Mille Miglia with 

Moss. DSJ was an ex Sidecar World Champion and the most wonderful and insightful racing 

reporter. A man who called a spade a spade, was most outspoken against the “fakes” as he 

described those that claimed build “Replica’s”.  

South African GP time at the “proper” Kyalami would find him at Jukskei, 

 “ one of the best corners in the World” evaluating the drivers during practice. I wonder how he 

would describe today’s Kyalami? 

His book is a definitive technical insight into cars, cornering & competitors. Albeit that it is now 52 

years old much of it is still, to my mind relevant today, and so taken from the chapter headed  

“ Determination “the will to win””  

and without any editing comes the following: - 
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“Always there was some battle to be fought, even though it was never for the prizes at the top. I 

have competed in some small speed 

trials with my standard 1.5 litre sports coupe, and while FTD, even in the class was out of the 

question, there were always other 1.5 litre cars to compete against, even though we might all be 

competing in the 2 litre class. I have been in the situation where I could not hope to beat the TR2 

Triumphs, but I have beaten the MGA’s and though only 5th in the class, I have gained immense 

satisfaction from every MG of the same capacity that I have beaten. 

The point of all this is more than just personal satisfaction, it gives one an objective and by 

having that you naturally try harder and go nearer the limit, even though it is only for fifth place. 

I have known people say,” Oh I haven’t a hope of beating the Triumphs”, and then don’t even 

try to keep up. Just why people with this defeatist attitude ever bother to go in for competitions is 

quite beyond me.” 

Eric Fletcher 

 

OF COURSE it’s CONCOURS 
 

You know that you can never be too old to learn.  

Whenever I have, over the last 2 years, requested articles on interesting cars, interesting people, 

technical tips, letters & indeed anything, the response has been disappointing. 

After reading the many comments, in your monthly regional newsletters, regarding perceived 

unhappiness with the Concours system, I offered the pages of Sabrina as a Forum for your 

arguments. 

Imagine my delight to be inundated with your E-Mails, in fact so many that I could not use many of 

them in Sabrina. Despite that, those used added a total of 17 pages Sabrina. 

After such a vociferous showing of interest I was astounded that the subject, when raised at the 

Nationals, went off like a damp squib, producing virtually no debate. 

So what lessons can be learnt from that?  

Perhaps members do not really want to get embroiled in seemingly contentious issues, except 

through the pages of Sabrina. 

Maybe I should learn not to fire other people’s bullets. 

To rub it in I cannot even get CONCOURS to be spelt correctly. 

Be that as it may, the pages of Sabrina are yours to contribute to, so lets be having your articles. 

Eric Fletcher 

PS  

after I had written the above a received two interesting letters .   

They can be found in the letter section. 
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THE STAG ENGINE - What you see may not be what 
you get 
 

In the March issue we discussed the 

Stag and I mentioned that I had found 

much relating to the engine & 

electrics. 

We have all heard of the problems 

surrounding the V8 engine and know 

of the solution of fitting other 

engines. Refer to this issue’s “Off the 

Bookshelf” to learn about fitting a 

GT6 engine. 

You will also have read how certain 

owners have persevered with the 

original V8 & now swear by it. So 

what are the problems and cures? 

First off comes the cooling system 

which has several inherent failings all of which when understood are apparently curable. However 

like all things “legion” it is best to fix all or the one not fixed will by Murphy’s Law will attack you. 

Therefore the following listing is not in order of fix or importance. 

Overheating can be due to clogged waterways in the block caused by non removal of casting sand 

during manufacture. Strip engine & clean and only use recommended Antifreeze to prevent internal 

corrosion of the cooling passages.  

It is often said that the Stag shares the same cylinder head as the TR7. They may be similar and as 

you will see later both engines share a similar problem but in fact their cylinder heads do not share 

the same footprint on their respective blocks. Overheating will in both engines lead to warped heads 

& Stags developed a reputation for warping after only 25,000 miles, this was also caused by poor 

head castings. The resulting blown head gasket that can lead to damaged head faces that will require 

skimming. Beware, there is only 0.010inches of allowable head removal, anything more will require 

a new head. 

Also beware that coolant seeping between head & studs can result in seized studs resulting from the 

electrochemical reaction of Aluminium head & steel studs. Since the bolts & studs used to attach 

the head to the block are not parallel removal can be virtually impossible. 

Had enough? Because here is a technical one common to both Stag & TR7 . 
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Both engines have a jackshaft running in the block that drives the water pump, the distributor & the 

oil pump. Both engines tend to wear the bottom of the front jackshaft bearing in the block. The 

resulting reduction in oil pressure and eventual seized jackshaft. However before this occurs the 

water pump drive gears will fail, again due to insufficient lubrication. Simply replacing the 

jackshaft & water pump is not the solution. So strip the engine, line bore & re-sleeve the jackshaft 

bearings. Oh yes & fit an engine oil pressure gauge. 

Now to something that at first sight seems simple, but again beware. MKII Stags had a sheet metal 

radiator cowl to increase the efficiency of the fan.  

As the engine mounts sagged the fan rubbed against the cowl and in order to cure the resulting 

noise, owners removed the cowl but contributed to the overheating. Replacement polyester/fibre 

glass cowls are available but are not heritage approved. If you have a 16.5in metal radiator fan you 

are going to have replace both front engine mounts to prevent any possibility of the fan striking 

either the cowl or the lower radiator hose. Not the simplest of jobs. 

Now the timing chains, long single roller simplex link chains can last less than 25,000 miles 

resulting from inadequate maintenance & non-compliance with factory service intervals of 7,500 

miles. Failure can result can result in them severely damaging the pistons. It is therefore 

recommended that they be changed every 25,000miles. Don’t worry this is about the same interval 

as cam belt changes on many modern Lancia’s ! 

Their hydraulic chain tensioners are actuated by the engine oil, so idle revs should be kept high 

enough to maintain sufficient oil pressure. If they clatter on start up and quieten down as oil 

pressure rises, get ready to fit new ones. Another reason for fitting an oil pressure gauge. 

 

Here are they fuses & wiring colours. Note that they denote where they wire is fed from & then the 

switch label & what it services. Some appear slight illogical such as 23-24 fed from the window lift 

relay & going to the Overdrive switch. 

FUSE 

No 

SIZE - 

AMPS 

FED FROM WIRE 

COLOUR 

SERVICE 

1-2 35 battery purple “BATTERY CONTROL” 

Horn,main flash,hazard flashers,boot 

,lighter,roof,console,glovebox, 

3-4 35 Ignition 

switch 

green “IGNITION CONTROL” 

Fuel guage,temp guage,rev counter,stop 

lights,windscreen washer,reverse 

lights,indicators,seat belt 

5-6 5 Master light 

switch 

Red & 

black 

“PARKING LIGHTS” 

Park lights,left front,left rear 

7-8 10 Master light 

switch 

red “SIDE & TAIL LIGHTS” 

Side & tail 

lights,instruments,markers,license 

plate,auto gear lever, lighter lamp. 

9-10 ??  Ignition 

relay 

Purple & 

green 

“UNLABELLED”  

Heated rear screen, aircon compressor 

clutch,aircon fans. 

11-12 25 Main 

/dip/flash 

Blue & 

slate 

“HEADLIGHTS MAIN BEAM””1” 

Left hand main beams 

13-14 25 Main 

/dip/flash 

Blue & pink “HEADLIGHTS MAIN BEAM””2” 

right hand main beams 

15-16 10 Main 

/dip/flash 

Blue & red “HEADLIGHTS DIP BEAM””RH” 

right hand dip beams 

17-18 10 Main 

/dip/flash 

Blue & pink “HEADLIGHTS DIP BEAM””LH” 

left hand dip beams 

19-20 15 Ignition green “SCREEN WIPER MOTOR” 
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switch on wiper motor,wiper delay, relay 

21-22 25 Ignition 

controlled 

relay 

Purple & 

blue 

“HEATER MOTOR” 

aircon microswitch,blower motors, aircon 

relay, blower speed relay 

23-24 10 Window lift 

relay 

yellow “OVERDRIVE” 

 

Should any of you need, I also have a complete listing of Stag wiring colours. This list is detailed & 

contains some 60 items. 

Thanks are due to VTR & Wikipedia from that provided this information. 

Eric Fletcher 

LETTERS 
Dear Eric 
In a recent Sabrina,  Beyers Vermaak of PE Centre been asking for more 
information about members of the club from the centres. It is with this request 
in mind that I would like you to publish my nomination of John Roets for the 
award of the Ian Evans Clubman's trophy at the recent National Gathering. 
 Ian Evans had donated this trophy to be awarded to a club individual who 
has made outstanding contributions to the club. When I noted that John had 
not been previously nominated for this trophy, I had to assume that the only 
reason could be that he is a person who, although knowledgeable and willing 
to help anyone, does not seek the limelight.   
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He has however made an outstanding contribution to the Triumph Sports car 
club over the 30 or so years that I have known him.  

John is the face of the Triumph Sports car club of SA to many outside of our 
country. He has travelled extensively and flown the banner of our club in the 
UK and in Europe. He has opened his home to many overseas visitors from 
the Triumph fraternity, and has always been a great ambassador for both our 
country and our club. 

 He started the club spares fund in the late 1970s or early 80’s- I forget 
exactly when- and is still involved in ensuring that this essential service is 
available to the club's members.  When the club had need of his services he 
was willing to give them, and has been National chairman as well as centre 
chairman. 

John Roets has built more beautiful side screen TR’s than anyone that I 
know, but more importantly he has helped more people build beautiful side 
screen TR’s than anyone I know.   

 This Club Man is a deserving recipient of this trophy and I'm sure that Ian 
Evans will be delighted with the award; as it is going to someone who meets 
all the criteria that he had in mind when he donated it.  

Dennis Cooke 

  

Dear Eric, 

I have had some thoughts about the Judging at the Nationals where again I experienced some 

inconsistency, or inexperience from the Concours Judges. 

Points were taken off for condition, where the parts are more or less brand new. Which in my case 

25% on the front suspension, rebuilt with new parts two years ago & maybe the only negative is 

that the galvanized nuts now have some surface rust.  

No explanation (comment) at all from the judges so how the hell am I supposed to improve an area 

without knowing what’s wrong?  

I know my cars inside out and their strong points as well as their week ones. 

Particularly the sections that are difficult to check on an open field, like Chassis/Underbody should 

have less weighting in the total score.  

The more so as they are nearly impossible to clean when you have driven your car 1,200Km to get 

to Concours. 

Having myself judged TR4’s to TR6’s for Authenticity at the Nationals , at least I took time to 

write down the reason why points were deducted. 
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I learnt a lot from my fellow Judge, Nols Pienaar, of how to weight the points. So lets organise 

some training for Judges. 

Coming back to the condition of my suspension, 25% off means, in my opinion that major parts of 

it are worn or don’t function correctly. 

Or are we counting stone chips on wishbones? 

I wonder how I made the 2,400Km journey  from & back to George? 

All in all I don’t think I will take part in Concours any longer. 

It is not worth the effort as long as we don’t get the Judging right. 

Best Regards 

Heinz Koncki 

 

Dear Eric, 

I don’t wish to be made out as an old woman, but I wish to point out something about the Concours 

scoring at the Nationals. 

The rules, as included in the March Sabrina, show the medal classification as 75% to 83% as 

Bronze, 84% to 92% as Silver  

and 93% to 100% as Gold.  

As the Devil wanted it my score of 345 out of a possible 415 gave me 83.1%. 

The question is where do I qualify? 

I am outside the Bronze category, for which I was awarded, but not yet in the Silver category. This 

might open another can of worms, but I don’t think that there should be a “No Mans Land” between 

categories. 

I do not expect to be sent a Silver neither do I wish to be seen as “hairsplitting”. 

Thanks again, to all for the lovely time we had at Drakensville and if any Triumph member is 

passing Chintsa, 45km on the coast from East London, please visit for a drink. 

Louis Greef, 

082 2779 4340 

 
FOR SALE. 
John Roets has 5 NEW Right Hand wire wheel nuts for sale at R200.00 each. 

Call him on 334 3068 (office Hours) 

 

Heinz Koncki wants to sell his 

beautiful 1965 TR4A.  

This car has had a full bolt & nut 

restoration & upgrades.  

At the recent Nationals it won Gold in 

the Concours d’Elegance. 
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Which adds to its 2008 Gold & 2006 & 2004 Silvers.TR4A.  

It features Hydraulic struts for Bonnet & Boot lid is Metallic Blue with Silver Surrey top, Mohair 

Hood, Leather seats, spoke wheels,overdrive and Heritage Trust Certificate. 

Go to http/www.tsccpe.co.za/memberscars/Heinz/heinzhtm for full photographic record of rebuild 

& details. 

All for R200,000 neg so Contact Heinz  at h.konkci@gmail.com 

or call 044 873 5250 or 79 625 0240 

 

WHAT CAR IS THIS ? 
 

 

What make & model ? 

What engine does it have? 

Where was it made ?  

See the answer in September’s Sabrina. 

Yes it does have Triumph DNA 

 

The Mystery Car in March Sabrina is a SPARTAN. 
 

If you had been at the Nationals you would have seen 

that which belongs to Jacques Jooste of Pretoria. It boasts 

a Triumph Herald chassis & mechanicals & a Spitfire 

1500 engine. Some models had a GT6 engine. 

It was produced by Spartan Cars a kit car company based 

in Pinxton, Derbyshire. Founded in 1973 by Jim 

McIntyre it ran until 1995. By then some 4,000 had been 

produced  

As supply of 

Triumph parts 

became less easy they developed their own chassis 

utilizing Ford Cortina mechanicals. 

  

mailto:h.konkci@gmail.com
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After 1995 the trail becomes confusing culminating in an American Spartan V8 that I doubt has any 

relationship to the original. 

There is a Spartan Owners Club that can be found on the Web. 

Eric Fletcher 

 
ThEY COME FROM OUTER SPACE 

 

I am sure that most of you remember the Alien invasion of Earth by things such as “IT”, “THE 

BLOB”, “THEM” & “THE INVASION of the BODY SNATCHERS”.  

This was also the time of 3D movies that I believe was the very thing that attracted these 

frightening creatures. 

We again have 3D movies & even 3D television has just begun. Presumably with the advent of the 

latter we can expect reruns of “Bay Watch” & the “Dolly Parton Show”. 

So we now have “THE INVASION of the TARMAC EATERS”. These are evidenced by the 

worldwide plague of potholes. 

I firmly believed that these are again due to their diggers being lured by 3D cinema & TV and so 

have carried out some research. (With assistance & thanks to Barry Ronge & the Sunday Times). 

These Aliens are a race of beings known as POTHs who come from the planet OLES which is 

situated 100 Light years from Earth (or 10 Heavy years or 1000 Lucas Light Years).  

Their staple diet until recently was dirt & gravel but with increased earning ability they upgraded to 

Tarmac.  

Tarmac reserves on Oles are close to exhaustion and hence the arrival of the POTHs here. 

I firmly believed that their arrival here was recent until I discovered that the earliest recorded 

incidence of such a hole dates to 1762 on a National Road in West Wales. A local dignitary fell into 

a hole so deep that both he & his horse drowned.  

Here at home do you honestly believe that a bunch of raggedy miners dug Kimberley’s big hole? 
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As usual we believe that we are uniquely blessed by the POTHs, not so as I will show. 

The UK claims that it will take them at least 12 years to fix their current gate population assuming 

that the population stays constant. The West Midlands alone estimate a budget of £100M to fix their 

share. 

Jeremy Clarkson was raving about the ability of the Bentley GT, that he was road testing ,to avoid 

& even ride though Britain’s potholes,  

until he came across a monster that was so deep that if you fell in it, you would fall all the way to 

Australia.  

Staying in the UK one can buy road maps which show potholes & there is even a web site ( 

WWW.potholes.co.uk) that runs a pothole poetry competition. 

Guess what the TR Register has to say in the May edition of their magazine TR ACTION? 

“Like everyone else I pay through the nose on roads laden with potholes and mine shafts & pay 

through the nose for petrol whose price is hiked almost daily.” --- Richard Goddard  - Kent 

From Chicago in the USA comes the estimate that it takes 3 workers to actually fix the gate and up 

to another 7 or 8 to protect them from oncoming traffic. Similar reports can be examined in nearly 

all other US States.  

The Germans, ever efficient have taken to selling their gate to local businesses that in exchange for 

their repair work receive an advertisement for their company placed at the site. 

This idea has also been taken up by the Swiss. 

There is a theory that the ash cloud that has plagued air travel in Europe actually is caused by an 

irate POTH who cannot stand the cold weather in Iceland and so he dug down until he reached 

molten lava. 

His actions are mirrored by the Scuba diving POTH in the Gulf of Mexico who found more tarry oil 

than he could swallow. 

So once again we are victims of our own pride of wanting to be the best of the worst. 

However there is hope in sight that the cure is to be found in your Triumph and the  Poths will 

return to Oles. 

Recently “Classic Car & Sports Car” reported that the best classic for avoiding Britain’s potholes 

was a Triumph. 

All of us going to the Nationals were warned to be extremely careful of the very bad potholes on 

Olivier’s Hoek Pass. When we got there they were in fact not too bad at all & were extremely 

shallow. Obviously the Poths had heard that Triumphs were coming, so they moved their Tarmac 

dinners to a different venue. Unfortunately no one told them that there would be Triumphs 

travelling on the Harrismith Aliwal North road.  

 

Eric Fletcher 

  

http://www.potholes.co.uk/
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PS 

 Are you aware of how Slaggate killed the use of Afrikaans in Rallying?  

No. 

Then let me explain. 

All Rally Route Schedules/Road Books were always issued in English and in the early 1970’s there 

was a large movement to produce them in Afrikaans. 

Eventually the organisers of a National Championship event in the Northern Cape & Free State 

came up with a logical answer to the problem.  

They produced the Tulip Road Book with the first half in Afrikaans & the second half in English, 

roughly 50 pages each.  

This solution was applauded & so the event began. First car on the road was the works Ford Escort 

of Jan Hettema & Cassie Kastleman. 

The Road Book was spot on until we came to a Special Stage in a SA Defence Force Artillery firing 

range. The road then became potted with many GATE, resulting from shell & mortar fire. Now 

Cassie was one of our top Co-Drivers and counted Jan down to each GATE meticulously. However 

after several of these Jan got fed up & because of his superb suspension set up he refused to slow 

for them. Unperturbed Cassie continued to call them out. 

We were about 5th on the road when we came upon the hapless Escort parked at the side of the road 

with its bonnet & front suspension totally wrecked, Jan & Cassie sat despondently nearby. 

Not realizing, Cassie had turned the page of the Road Book from the Afrikaans section to the 

English section. The first instruction on that page was the distance to a GATE. Cassie called out the 

distance to Noge GATE, and true to form Jan “put foot”. 

Now in those days it was common to come across farm gates, of every type, on stages & they 

would invariably be closed. The practice was for the driver to stop, the co-driver then jumped out, 

opened the gate. Once the car had passed through he would close the gate, taking care to wire it 

closed in order to delay the car following. 

Thus it was that Jan had driven at high speed straight into a closed GATE. To make matters worse it 

was made of thick angle iron, including its cross members and adding to the disaster it was closed 

with a solid chain and a bolt. 

Debate about Afrikaans Road Books quietly vanished after this event. 

 

Eric Fletcher 
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FOUND or discovered or is it Re- Discovered. 
 

At Aprils Angela’s Picnic John Dobbins was approached by someone who had a restorable TR3 to 

sell & did John know of any potential buyer. 

Now not being one to look a gift horse in the mouth and since the following day was a public 

holiday John agreed to go & see the car. 

He purchased there and then because the car once belonged to his mother & he learnt to drive in it. 

More fascinating is that its Commission number is TS13048 and the first TR3 to be produced with 

front disc brakes was TS 13046  

(September 1956). 

Now there are apparently no records of the whereabouts of TS 13046 or TS 13047 and if they no 

longer exist then John’s car will be the oldest surviving Disc Brake TR3 ! 

 
As found by John on the Monday 
 
 
 

 

Ready to go 
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Doesn’t look too bad, but 

in fact the paint job is 

horrid; forget about 

“Orange Peel”  

it even has paint runs! 
 
Now at Johns Garage & 

workshop , where at the 

moment he has 5 rebuilds 

in various stages of 

completion. Thus this one will have to wait its turn, although he is determined to keep it as original 

as possible. 

 

John is adamant that if he sells it, which he is prepared to do, it must stay in South Africa, 

 
 
HOLLEY FUEL INJECTION 
 

I recently came across an article reporting on the restoration of a Jenson Interceptor. Not daunted by 

the ferocious thirst of this car’s 7 litre engine, the owner discovered a Holley fuel injection system. 

This unit not only fitted into the existing Holley 4 barrel body but also allowed the use of the 

original air cleaner & hence required no alterations to the bonnet. 

the result was to greatly improve both the engines performance but also its fuel consumption. 

Effectively the tank range was increased from under 300miles to just over 400. 

Could this system be used by V8 Stags, TR8’s  and Tr7 V8’s? 

To answer this question I went to the Holley web site and discovered the following:- 

Holley has a product division Holley EFi which has a product range catering for engines from 

200HP to 1000HP. That which may suit the Stag & Rover V8’s is the Avenger Series. 

This is described as a “Bolt on and Go” and does not require a lap top computer. It is available for 2 

barrel Holley for V8’s up to 275Hp & 4 Barrel from 200HP to 400HP. It comes with all necessary 

parts, is plug & play, is self tuning & all set up is done on the supplied hand held tuner. 

The hand held tuner guides you through a simple set up wizard that asks simple questions.  
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Once loaded you start up & run it through the RPM ranges . It then has a self-learning ability to 

optimal tune your engine as you drive. 

Holley literature does not go into the ignition system , but our Jensen restored definitely converted 

his car to electronic ignition. 

Want to know more, then the local agents are ZAKTECH Auto , situated in River Club on 082 570 

432 or zaktech@telkomsa.net. 

Eric Fletcher 
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FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS 

 

1. Regional Chairmen please send me the address & dates of your monthly Noggins. This is to 

enable any members visiting your area to know where & when you meet. 

2 I would like to use the outside back cover to showcase the Regional centres. So Chairman for this 

I need photographs that are instantly recognizable geographically, plus your clubs notables, 

characters & special cars. 

3 Sunday 1st August is the Scottburgh Classic Car show at the Country Club. Enquiries to Peter 

Fielding at jagmag@telkomsanet. 

Thanks 

Eric Fletcher 
The opinions expressed herein are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the views 
of the Editor or the committee of the  
Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa nor do they necessarily reflect club policy. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


