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Editorial 
 
So he we are in 2010 and here’s wishing you all of the best as we enter the second decade of the 21st 

century. It is amazing by the time you read this issue a quarter of the year has gone. January saw Pretoria 

& Cape Town enthralled with real racing as the International Classic cars came to Zwartkop & 

Killarney.  

Amazingly only a few weeks after you read these words many of us will be in the Drakensberg for the 

Nationals. Is it two years ago already that we were in Maselspoort? 

The Concours debate is continued in this issue and will hopefully assist with some resolution at 

Nationals.  

I see that a debate has started over the idea of a Web Site .  

Good idea but with two major caveats. First it must be a good web site and secondly it will require strict 

discipline to keep it up to date and this means at least monthly. Just go Googling and see how many 

Triumph web sites around the World and locally have not been updated for sometimes over a year.  

Want to see how a Web site should look? 

Why not visit that which was voted by the UKs’ CLASSIC & SPORTS CAR magazine  Classic Car 

Show as the best Club Web site for 2009? 

It was the TR Registers site at  WWW.tr-register.co.uk  

The New year brought new ideas to mind and just as in December I changed the back cover so I decided 

it was time to change the front cover also. I hope you like it. 

This change to the cover will enable me to use it for covering (excuse the pun) the Nationals in the June 

issue. 

It also brought me my New Years’ Resolution as a result of my C…. U…in the December issue I have 

decided that any pre-formatted submissions  (photo’s or text) will be returned to sender in addition any 

submission received after deadline date will not be included in that issue. 

There will be many of your colleagues who will not receive this Sabrina. 

Why because they did not renew their membership by the end of February despite Judy sending notices 

to Regional Chairmen. 

Taking last year’s member’s plus new members the total figure should have been just over 300 Sabrina’s 

to be printed. Sadly the paid up total only came to just over 200, so only they will receive this edition. 

Incidentally June being the World Cup I have issued on your behalf an invitation through the TR Drivers 

Club & the TR Register for any Triumph UK members visiting to contact any of our Committee should 

they wish to meet up with our Triumph owners & maybe even attend a noggin. 

 I must admit to being amused at the chaos caused by the winter conditions in the UK during December 

& January in particular.  
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Obviously they have never heard of Mud & Snow tyres that enabled my TR3 to go through Welsh 

snowed up roads in the late 60’s.  

And if you are considering buying a diesel car, be warned they couldn’t drive either breakdown or 

gritting trucks in Scotland because the diesel froze in the tanks. Both the AA & RAC issued warnings 

about leaving your car idling in your drive to warm up while you were in the house finishing your 

breakfast. 

Why?  

Because there were several reports of cars left in this manner having been stolen.  

Aren’t you glad that we don’t have snow? To make up for it we, in Gauteng at least, have had rain & 

more rain, this has ruined my dirt road, not with mud but with huge donga’s, making it difficult for even 

my Subaru. This has meant that I have not been out in my TR8 since October. 

Hopefully the road will have been fixed in time for the Nationals, see you there. 

Eric Fletcher 

 

Chairman’s Chat 
 

The year most South Africans have been waiting for is already three months old!!  
The FIFA 2010 soccer The world cup is upon us and with less than three months 
to go, time is flying.  It is also just a couple of weeks away from our next national 
gathering in the Drakensburg, something we are seriously looking forward to. It 
will be great to catch up with old friends from across the country and also from 
abroad. What can be better than to sit around a braai fire or at a meal catching up 
on old times and also get acquainted with new members with the same passion 
as you and that is to preserve your Triumph, to enjoy driving and showing it off. 
Same as the ongoing debate on concours, we also have a couple of issues that 
arise mostly every time a centre organises a national gathering. The organising 
centre has the mandate to arrange an event without interfering or prescribing 
from the other centres.   
Please take some time and discuss the following issues with your fellow Triumph 
friends and let’s have your views please: 

1. Duration of the event. A typical program consists of welcome function, 
prepare for Concours and show, Concours and show day, driving test, 
national committee meeting, scenic drive, BGM, social get together 
sometimes with a quiz thrown in for good measure, dinner & dance and 
prize giving and general catch up and social get together.  
 
For most of us it is a very long way to drive (from Cape Town normally 
takes more than one day) and we make it part of our annual vacation. Is 
three days enough or would four days be better.? 
 

2. Location, same as above, the centre can arrange it where there is a 
suitable venue even if it is close to their local centre. This means that 
travelling to various parts of the country in your Triumph and seeing 
different parts of our beautiful country every two years.  It could also be 
seen as negative due to the great distances to be travelled and the cost. If 
you work on about one rand per kilometre fuel cost then it can become 
quite expensive when you couple it with four nights of additional 
accommodation and the additional costs associated with the additional 
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meals, etc. A budget of R8000 per event could fall outside of the member’s 
reach and would also limit the number of members that attend. 

3. Time of the year, is also left to the organising centre as they normally do 
their homework on when would be the best weather for an event. The 
events are normally held outside of school holidays as it is difficult to get 
enough accommodation for the plus minus 150 attendees. The costs are 
also inflated over school holidays.  Your views? 

4. Other?? Anything else you would like to discuss?? 
 
There are no hard and fast rules; it is all about the camaraderie, catching up with 
friends, seeing other Triumphs, resting and in general having fun with your friends 
and beloved Triumph!! 
 
If you are attending, please drive carefully and see you soon! If not, please think 
about it and plan for the next one, would love to see you as well!! 
  
Triumphant Regards, 

Gerhard 

 

Registrars Report  
 

Good news is looming on the horizon. I am pretty sure that I will be able to table a report at the nationals 

that will reflect my goal: a minimum of 900 cars in the new South African Triumph register. 

 

Now, before the regional secretaries start to pat themselves on their backs I unfortunately must report 

that they hardly rose to the occasion to help me reach this goal. 
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 It was a rather a lone effort to work through the past records of the Pretoria Centre and also thanks to a 

list of Triumph saloons that Gary Blake drew up a couple of years ago and passed on to me some time 

ago. 

 

The list of Triumphs in Graham Cheetham’s first register that was handed to me when I took over 

contained no records of any Triumph 2000’s, PI’s or Chicanes. The register information on these cars via 

the register forms were supplied to me only after I became registrar in 2000. Whilst compiling registers 

on the Vitesse, Triumph 2000 saloon, 2500 PI saloon, and Chicane I discovered many new candidate 

cars by examining the membership application forms of Pretoria members prior to 2000 (to which I 

fortunately have access) as well as Gary’s list. This exercise yielded sufficient new entries to push the 

register holdings to beyond the 900 mark. Eternal optimism can sometimes be rewarded, especially if 

you are prepared to roll up your own sleeves! 

 

Below are the details of the cars in the Triumph Vitesse register. I currently only have details of eight 

cars but I believe there are still a number not in the register and will be delighted if I could get access to 

their identities. In the past, when the names of new members and their cars, who joined the TSCC of SA, 

were published in Sabrina, it was possible to follow them up and to get their car details. Without that 

resource things have become a bit more difficult.  

 

I plan to publish the Triumph 2000 saloon Mk1 and Mk2 registers in the June 2010 issue of Sabrina. If 

anyone that has one of these Triumphs is not sure if I am in possession of their car details please do not 

hesitate to contact me. 

Regards 

Nols Pienaar; Email: nols.pienaar@gmail.com  or 083-4683145 (mobile) 

 
TRIUMPH 

VITESSE 

REGISTER 

        

         

Comm. No Engine no Colour Owner Date Prev owner Comme

nt 

Centre Domicicle 

    Comm. 

no. 

    

Vitesse '6' 

1600 Series 

 (1962 - 1966)   prefix HB     

HB5416CV HB81446HEB

W 

Red D Coates  L Luard CV 2000 

motor 

NC  Hout Bay 

HB11343CV ME41957HE Red H Van Eck 1998 L Grigoratos CV 2000 

motor 

Border East London 

HB26753CV ME3620HE Red P Diederiks 1989  CV. 

2000 

motor 

NC  Rustenburg 

HB27463CV HB27536 Green A Shackleton 1997 A Parsons CV, 

origmoto 

NC  Benoni 

    Comm no.     

Vitesse 2 litre 

Mk1 

 (1966-1968)   prefix 

HC 

    

HC661CV MG16670HE

A 

White P Smit 2000 JP Oliver CV, 

2500 

motor 

FS Bloemfontein 

    Comm no.      

Vitesse 2 litre 

Mk2 

 (1968-1971)   HC50001 

on 

    

HC50978CVO HC53536HE White AJ Van Staden 1988  CV, O PTA Pretoria 

HC51875DLO HC52047HE White G Blake 2000 Baker-Duly Blue 

orig., O 

JHB North Riding 

HC53014DL HC53414HE White F De Clerck   orig.mot

or 

NC Klerksdorp 

         

Chassis suffix 

letters 

        

L Left hand steer        

DL Saloon        

CP Coupe        

CV Convertible        

mailto:nols.pienaar@gmail.com
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SC Estate        

O Overdrive        

 

SAMCA Report  
 
The following is a draft letter from SAMCA to the Department of Transport. To quote my late father 

“Read and inwardly digest”. 

It is perhaps the most important item on our & every other Classic Car clubs agenda for 2010. (Ed) 

 

South African Marque Club Association DoT Submission v1  

 

Prologue  

 
This document has been generated to stimulate debate between the historic and collector movement and 

the relevant bodies under the Department of Transport with a view to ensure that we are pulling together 

for the overall benefit of South Africa.  

In this document we will highlight some issues that appear to be arising and propose some solutions that 

could work to assist all parties.  

A successful outcome will be agreement by all parties to continue formal debate in a working sub-group 

possibly including representation from government departments, to create a basis for a rational and 

considered approach.  

Ian Huntly  

Member of the Executive Council  

SA Marque Clubs Association  

irhuntly@iafrica.com  

082 650 0618  
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 1 Background on SAMCA  
 

The South African Marque Club Association was founded in 1980 to protect and further the aims of all 

single marque club associations and their constituent clubs and members, to encourage and preserve the 

historically unique and every emerging heritage of motoring in South Africa, and to ensure the vibrancy 

that will continue  

through this collective for all peoples in South Africa and enabling authorities and other representative 

bodies such as SAVVA and SARRA.  

SAMCA today consists of over 21 umbrella marque club associations, with constituent clubs across all 

regions of South Africa, and with significant international interaction, bilateral visits and a growing sub-

industry of suppliers and contributors.  

We attract many international visitors to South Africa boosting tourism and today many of the suppliers 

export goods and services creating both jobs and bringing in foreign currency.  

SAMCA has from the outset entrenched a non-racial, non-sexist, open constitution and has actively 

encouraged development programmes amongst the clubs and the communities in which they live in. 

Membership is drawn from all sectors of the community.  

Training and development programmes, donations to charities, supporting disadvantaged communities 

and hosting public events are some of the activities performed by the volunteer members.  

There are no paid officers in the SAMCA organisation.  

The SAMCA organisation represents around 5,000 individual members and well over 15,000 vehicles at 

last count. Many members have more than 20 cars in their collections and allow for viewing of these 

collections and mini private museums. This latter is contributing significantly to tourism in countries 

such as the UK, USA, France and Italy to name but a few, providing for significant direct employment.  

Additionally, SAMCA has a proven track record over the last 30 years of formalising many aspects of 

this movement, with codes of practice, self regulation and generally promoting safe and responsible use 

of our treasures.  

 

 

 

SAMCA and other related bodies such as SAVVA can play a significant role in assisting the DoT and 

vice-versa in maintaining standards and our heritage and grow it to the benefit of all and the country with 

a suitable partnership and exchange forums. We look forward to this interaction.  

1.1 Constituent Clubs  

There are over 21 umbrella marque associations in SAMCA and their constituent clubs represent most of 

the premier names in the motoring world.  

The constituent clubs have branches across SA.  

The marques include:  

Alfa Romeo ,Aston Martin ,Austin 7 ,Citroen ,Cobra ,Cooper,Fiat  

Ford ,GSM ,Jaguar ,Lancia ,Land Rover ,Lotus ,Maserati ,Mazda -Mercedes ,MG ,Micro Car ,Mini 

,Morgan ,Opel ,Renault ,Rolls Royce  

Rover ,Studebaker ,Sunbeam ,Triumph ,Toyota ,Volvo ,VW  

SAMCA continues to grow and remains to open to any other qualifying marque club.  
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2 Proposed Items for discussion  
In most countries across the world, the organised collection, use and preservation of their motoring 

history is encouraged as an essential part of the country's heritage and clubs are a core component of the 

structure.  

Often this is promoted through special dispensations to bona-fide members of clubs to enable this. The 

following items are components that we believe that DoT in SA should adopt with the utmost urgency.  

Over the past 10-20 years, the historical base of South Africa has been eroded quite severely and this 

could limit future growth in the movement.  

While SAMCA and other bodies have addressed many of the recent issues that have emerged concerning 

low key motor sport using classic and historic vehicles, some specific issues remain and will need 

interaction and consensus with DoT and affiliates. There are however other issues such as the draft 

Sports and Recreation Safety Bill.  

All of the items following have already been widely adopted in other countries.  

2.1 Collector licenses  

As it is not desirable for totally uncontrolled activities by the public at large, that could bring the 

collective, the movement and the authorities into disrepute and antagonize the general public.  

It could be very useful to introduce a collector status for qualifying members and their cars in South 

Africa.  

The qualification for a “member status” would be the bona-fide membership of a recognised club and for 

this to be certified annually.  

The qualification for a vehicle would be one that qualifies under the international FIVA dating rules (25 

years or older) or specific nomination through the marque clubs as collectible.  
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This could be easily achieved byadding a collector flag and expiry date to the eNatis database and 

linking the special dispensations to this flag/date.  

2.2 LHD Exemptions  

While SAMCA is grateful for the clarification and lien provided by DoT for the registration and use of 

historic and classic left hand drive cars and the recognition that given that the LHD club cars are as 

cherished as any other and thus are in limited use on our roads (often only for club events and displays) 

these cars do not represent any safety hazards.  

There however remains an opportunity for selected imports of modern classic LHD cars, e.g. Maserati 

MC12, Ferrari Enzo, Bugatti Veyron that will be of interest to the public and enhance the perceived 

value of SA as a motoring destination. Clearly daily use of such vehicles is not intended. This could 

include repatriation of cars that have previously lost to SA and currently many of these cannot currently 

be re-imported.  

The import of all such vehicles could provide additional tax revenue for the government.  

 

2.3 Front Number Plates  

SA has made some significant improvement in the form of number plates to enhance law enforcement 

and safety over recent years. However these new regulations do not make allowance for many of the 

older or specialist cars that may not be able to accommodate these new plates.  

Some of these older cars e.g. Italian cars built up to 1986 used a front number plate of 110mm x 60mm 

and were designed for these or in fact no front number plate at all. Others examples such as the E Type 

Jaguar have been allowed to use an adhesive number plate on the bonnet there is no other place and 

mounting in front of the radiator causes serious overheating issues, rendering the cars unusable.  

Given that etagging and / or intelligent number plates appear to be on the way and the fact that 

motorcycles have for many years not used front number plates at all, we would like to make the 

suggestion that the use of a front number plate for a collector car becomes optional, except where there is 

clear provision for a standard SABS sized number plate. Allowance could also be made for the Italian 

110mm x 60mm (and other national standard) standard sized number plates of the correct size for 

qualifying period vehicles.  

2.4 Licensing  

Currently "S" licensing is available to club members for club and occasional use if the vehicle in 

question is over 40 years old.  

The FIVA recognised international standard for a classic car is 25 years old with suitable club / 

association dating certificate.  

In most European countries, they recognise 20 years and older and offer a number of provisions for 

special and historic licensing.  
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These include;  

-Free licensing for qualifying vehicles  

-Period historic number plates  

-Collector licenses allowing for entire collections to be registered under a single licence assign to a 

specific responsible and qualifying person.  

2.5 RWC  

SAMCA supports the idea of safe motoring and that member’s cars should be in roadworthy condition at 

all times as a minimum for use on the road. Most members far exceed these requirements as evidenced at 

scrutineering run at club meetings before rallies and other events. It is very rare for a member’s car to be 

non-compliant (usually just a blown or loose bulb), and even these are repaired before the car is allowed 

on the event.  

Again given that many members have quite large collections (20 -100 cars is not uncommon) and it 

would be unreasonably onerous to expect them to do a full RWC annually, especially given that the 

treasured nature of the cars and the very low mileage that these often cover.  

Further many of these cars will not be able to pass a modern RWC test on a number accounts even 

though they are correct as built new. Transmission brakes, low wattage headlights, trafficators, 3 

wheelers are small sample of areas that raise RWC issues.  

Further all cars on the SAMCA group club insurance scheme are checked every second year in the clubs 

to ensure condition and authenticity. This is a condition of our agreed value insurance, and this is done 

by suitable qualified club members that have been entrusted with the portfolio.  

Our suggestion is twofold;  

-Relax the proposed annual rwc to at least 5 years for bona-fide collectors  

-Appoint and accredit a suitable assessor per club who is able to go to members with larger collections 

and validate that these cars are suitable for the limited road use envisaged.  

Again the above would align South Africa to many other countries that have examined these matters 

thoroughly.  

 

SAMCA have also issued the following notice for our attention. 

With the introduction of the ENATIS system, the old pink vehicle registration form is no longer a valid 

registration document. Clubs are advised to inform their members that they should with immediate effect 

address this issue by applying for a duplicate registration document  

( order forms are available Rob Clark on clajhbg@iafrica.com ) 

In order to obtain the duplicate registration form one must apply in person at your local registration 

authority. 

mailto:clajhbg@iafrica.com
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 The implications for not changing forms are:- 

1. You cannot buy a car that is still registered with the old pink document 

2. You cannot sell a vehicle still registered with the old pink document. 

 

At the moment this applies only to Gauteng but will undoubtedly include all provinces 

include  

 
NATIONAL GATHERING 
 

We are on the final stretch for the 2010 National 

Gathering, and everything that can possibly be 

thought about has been covered. So we look 

forward to see you all there once again.  
We have had a special request that under some 

circumstances some cars be allowed to be trailered 

to the Drakensberg.  I think that in the past most 

members have frowned on this as it “is not in the 

spirit of our club” or similar words.  

However, before we make a judgement on this, 

there are two things we must keep in mind – one is 

that our cars are getting older, and two is that we 

are unfortunately also getting older. A journey from 

Cape Town to the Drakensburg in a 40 or 50 year 

old car, driven by a 60 or 70 year old person is not 

an easy thing to do. We remember the last few 

times when cars have broken down along the way 

and had to be towed the rest of the way, upsetting 

the whole convoy and generally making it 

unpleasant for everyone else.  

So we have decided to allow old cars to be taken on trailers, and here each person must use his own 

discretion. I don’t want to enter into an argument of whether a TR7 is to be considered old etc. If you 

genuinely feel that your car or yourself are not up to the journey and putting the car (not yourself) on a 

trailer will be the deciding factor in getting you to the nationals, then please do so.  We would love to 

have you. 

Now having said that – is it fair to say that this is not open to the Natal, Bloem, Jo’burg and Pretoria 

Centre’s? Use your own discretion and keep to the spirit of the nationals. We will not police this come 

the Concours. 
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Herewith the map on how to get there from all corners of the country. We must add that the road from 

Harrismith to Drakensville is BADLY pot-holed – especially from the turn-off from the 

Harrismith/Bethlehem road towards Sterkfontein and Bergville. There are some real axle-breaking 

potholes. 

 
 

The final program for the gathering is as follows – 

 

Friday 23rd April  -  Arrive at Drakensville and chill out 

 Registration in unit number  

 6h00 – Welcoming Braai at the Bergview Hall 

             Food will be provided. Cash-bar available 

 

Saturday 24th April - Washing of Cars – day at leisure 

  09h30 – Visit to Sterkfontein Power Station 

 16h30 – TSCCSA National Committee meeting 

 18h30 – Cabaret Evening – Sentinel Hall. 

  Hamburger & Chips will be served. Cash bar available. 

Sunday 25th April - Concours and Show-day. Cars to assemble at lawn between Sentinel Hall and 

Chapel at 08h30 for driver’s briefing at 9h00 

 09h30 – Visit to Sterkfontein Power Station for those not involved  in Concours.  

 14h00 – Driving Test – venue to be announced 

  17h00 – BGM at SHAMPOO LODGE 

     Evening at leisure – self-catering 

Monday 26th April -  Tour-of-the-‘Berg – at leisure in own time. 

 18h30 -  Dinner/Dance – sentinel Hall. Cash bar available. 
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Tuesday 27th April -  Departure for home. Please vacate accommodation before 10h00. 

All units are self-catering and fully serviced, so no need to bring linen, kitchen utensils etc. 

See you ALL there – Johannesburg Centre Committee. 

 
Format and Rules of National Concours – Drakensberg 2010 

 

1. Entry 

All members of good standing of the Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa will be eligible to enter 

the National Concours. Non-members will be permitted to have their cars on show as part of the Show 

Day. 

Entry to the Concours will be eligible through qualification at regional level whereby the entrant’s car 

has achieved a minimum of 70% of the maximum points achievable in the regional Concours held by 

their centre preceding the National Concours. All centre chairmen or their representatives are to verify 

eligibility of entries should this prove necessary. Exceptions to this rule will be entertained on the 

following grounds only:- 

 

1. The owner or user of the car was incapacitated at the time that the regional Concours was held and 

was unable to enter the concourse. 

2. Restoration of the car was completed after the regional Concours was held. 

Should any of the above grounds exist, the owner is to make a bona fide request to the organisers that 

their car be included in the National Concours. This request is to be substantiated by the centre chairman 

who will confirm the facts therein. 

It is in the spirit of the National Gathering that members drive their Triumphs there, therefore all cars 

entered for the Concours must, in principal, be driven to the National Gathering and not trailered there 

unless this is permitted by the Clerk of the Concours. This year trailering of the car will be permitted by 

those members who feel their car may not reach the venue of the National Gathering under its own 

power because of the long distance. Should the member also feel that they will not be able to drive the 

car for the long distance, and then they may trailer the car as well. This concession is only made for the 

2010 National Gathering and should not be interpreted as the norm for future years to come. This 

concession is further aimed at the members from the Border, Port Elizabeth and Cape Town centres, and 

we encourage the other centres to keep to the spirit of the National gathering.  A valid registration 

license and registration plates must be displayed on the car according to the laws of the land. 

 

An entry fee may be levied at the discretion of the organisers. 

 

Notwithstanding any of the above, the organisers shall reserve the right to accept or reject the entry of 

any car into the Concours. 

 

2. Categories : 

 

Cars may be entered in one of the following categories – 

 

a) Concours d’Etat -   Judging the Authenticity, Condition and                                                                   

cleanliness of the motorcar. 

b) Concours d’Elegance - Judging the Condition and Cleanliness ONLY of the motorcar, 

irrespective of whether the car has original or authentic parts or the 

car or not. 

 

c) Car of the Day / Most Desirable Car - A trophy will be awarded to the car which the judges deem 

to be the car they would most like to own. This car may not necessarily be the winner of the 

d’Etat or d’Elegance categories. The judges will be chosen on the day by the Clerk of the 

Concours. 

 

The winners in each of the above categories will be awarded the club floating trophy . 
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3.  Classes – 

 

Classes will be held under the d’Etat and d’Elegance categories. All cars must be entered under their 

respective classes. These are as follows:- 

Class 1 – Triumph TR2, TR3, TR3A 

Class 2 – Triumph TR4, TR4A, TR5, TR250 

Class 3 – Triumph TR6 

Class 4 – Triumph TR7, TR8 

Class 5 – Triumph Spitfire Mk1, Mk2, Mk3, GT6 Mk1 & Mk2 

Class 6 – Triumph Spitfire Mk4, 1500 & GT6 Mk3 

Class 7 – Triumph Saloons (Small) – 1300, 1500, Dolomite, Heralds & Vitesse 

Class 8 – Triumph Saloons (Large) – 2000, 2500PI, Chicane & Estates 

Class  – Triumph Stags 

Class 10 – Veterans – Triumph Super 7, Saloons, Roadster, Mayflower & others. 

Classes listed above may be combined or omitted for logical or convenience reasons at the discretion of 

the Clerk of the Concours. Members are to be notified of the classes prior to the commencement of the 

Concours.  
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Cars achieving the following standards will be presented with the following awards:- 

75 – 83%   =  bronze medal 

84 – 92%   =  silver medal 

93 – 100% =  gold medal 

 

All cars awarded a gold medal/award will be eligible to enter for the overall winner in each category – 

d’Elegance and d’Etat.  In addition, any car which the Clerk of the Concours may consider to have been 

unfairly judged in the first round, may be requested to enter the second round of judging for the overall 

winner competition. These cars will be required to be re-judged a second time by a panel of judges 

chosen by the Clerk of the Concours. 

3.  Scoring Sheets  – 

The scoring sheets to be used at the Concours will be rev. 2 of January 2004. Copies can be requested 

ahead of the Concours by e-mail at gino@casieribaker.com  It is the responsibility of the entrants to 

ensure the following:- 

1. Their name and their competition number of the day appear on ALL pages of the scoring sheets. 

2. The scoring sheets are placed on the windscreen of their cars ready for inspection by the judges, or 

as may be directed by the Clerk of the Concours. 

3. Once judging has commenced, no entrant make touch, take possession of, or interfere with the 

scoring sheets of his or her own car. Should any problems arise with the scoring sheets, the entrant 

or judge must request the clerk of the Concours to attend to, and rectify the problem. 

Any contravention of the above may result in disqualification of the entrant and car by the Clerk of the 

Concours. 

No interference of the judges by the entrants or anyone else will be tolerated. The judges are to be left 

alone for judging of the cars, and any interference will be served with a warning followed by 

disqualification. The entrants may only be present while their cars are judged if so requested by the 

judges in order to facilitate the judging (e.g. mechanical condition, immobilizers, authenticity 

verification etc.). 

5.  Clerk of the Concours  – 

The organizing committee will appoint a Clerk of the Concours who will be in overall control of the 

running of the Concours. His duties are as follows :- 

1. Ensure that notification of the Concours indicating time and place of the Concours has been given. 

2. The rules of the Concours have been issued to all prospective participants and members of the 

club, and to deal with any queries or problems. 

 

 

3. Draw up a list of judges, runners, marshals, scorers and controllers before the event and to notify 

these people of the duties expected of them. They are to be convened at the appropriate time for 

judging at the Concours. 

4. Verify the eligibility of all entrants. 

5. Should any problems or disputes arise during or after the holding of the Concours, they are to be 

presented to the Clerk of the Concours who shall attend to the matter reported as speedily as 

possible. He shall have the sole and final say over decisions to be taken in this respect and his 

decision in any dispute will be final, and the entrants shall abide by his decision. 

 

6.  Car Presentation  – 

Cars must be parked in their designated areas as directed by the organisers. 

All cars must have been thoroughly cleaned to a standard accepted in a Concours. The Clerk of the 

Concours may, at his own discretion, disqualify any car from entry if he deems the car to have been 

insufficiently cleaned and prepared. 

All cars with soft tops must be presented with their hoods up for the judges to inspect them. Hard tops 

may be allowed in lieu of soft tops. Cars with soft tops must also have their tonneau covers and side-

screens (if applicable) present, but not necessarily on the car. Spare wheels, car jacks, tools and 

handbooks (where applicable) must be displayed in such a way to facilitate judging thereof. 

Keys must be left in the ignition of their cars to be inspected for mechanical condition by the judges. 

Should the judges not find the keys in the car, that car will NOT be judged for its mechanical condition 

or any other affected item. Bonnets and boot lids are to be left open for judges’ inspection. 

mailto:gino@casieribaker.com
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Regional Reports 
 

Bloemfontein 
 

The year races on, and I am doing my best to keep up!  All our members’ subs are paid up so we will be 

receiving Sabrina’s and our membership cards – which means that I must get this report in so that it will 

appear in Sabrina, and old Bloemies will not be forgotten. 

We had a meeting in January to set up a year planner so that we have a program for the year ahead .  

Hopefully we we’ll be able to take part in the events, meaning that our cars will be out at least six times 

this year. 
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The next event is the Nationals, and seven of us will be there.  All the bookings are made and paid.  

Thanks to the organisers.  We are looking forward to seeing all the crowd again, and being able to swop 

a couple of yarns.  

We had our first event on Saturday 20 February in conjunction with the Bloemfontein Veteran Car Club.  

There were five Triumphs and three Veterans.  We went to a private war museum on a farm about 20km 

south of Bloem, also the home of former president of the Republic of the Orange Free State, President 

Steyn.  It was all very interesting and we ended having a braai and kuier.  Everyone got home safely. 

If I want to get this in time I better shut-up now…  See you at Nationals! 

 

Drive safely & God bless. 

 

Alan 

 

Border 
 

November 2009 was the month for our local Concours.  

We all met at Gonubie Point and enjoyed Champers and orange juice while the crisp sea air refreshed  in 

preparation for the event before us. Clerk of the course, Gavin Turner, called us all to attention at 10h00 

and in no time we were all in convoy en route to the East London Loco club at the Gonubie farmers hall, 

which would be the venue for our 2009 Concours. The weather gods were good to us and the Triumphs 

were a real spectacle dotted around the rail tracks of the Loco club. Judging seemed to be without any 

hitches after which all enjoyed a good old South African braai. Results would be announced at our 

Christmas function in December. 

The Christmas function turned out to be a delightful evening on the 11th December at the residence of 

Louis and Bessie Greef. Once again the weather was perfect. This house is perched on top of a sand dune 

overlooking the Indian Ocean and can only be accessed by a cable car. What a lovely view and 

atmosphere.  

Eat your hearts out. 

Prior to the function at 18h00 we had our AGM.  

This went very smoothly and reasonably quickly with the following office bearers being elected for the 

incoming term:- 

Geoff Kriel    Chairman 

Hans van Eck   Vice chairman 

John Williams   Treasurer 

Gavin Turner   Events 

Nan Turner    Secretary 

Louis Greef   Scribe/Editor 
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The Christmas celebrations were extremely festive around the large table, which made the evening very 

personal and enjoyable. This is all about being a member of such an intimate club and group of friends. 

Triumphs all of a sudden become of secondary importance. Gifts were exchanged and much talking, 

eating and drinking took place. So good was the evening that prize giving almost went unnoticed. The 

following were recipients:- 

 

d’Etat: 

 

Les Cock   TR7   Gold 

Hans van Eck  2000 MK2  Gold 

 

d’Elegance: 

 

Nan Turner   TR3A   Gold 

Geoff Kriel   TR6   Gold 

Gavin Turner  TR5   Silver 

Louis Greef  TR3A   Silver 

 

NB:  John Williams did not enter his TR7 due to the car being in the workshop under repair. Janse Uys 

did not enter his TR7 V8. 

 

Ernie Beyers Shield – Best  presented Triumph Les Cock      

     TR7 

Kwik-Fit Trophy – Most Improved Triumph  Stuart Turner      

    TR6 

Recognition of service     Clarrie Coetzer 

Attendance Shield     John Williams 

Good Grief Trophy –“ Mishap”   Janse Uys 

Bruce Puttergill Motivational Trophy  Ted Burden 

Richard Draycott Memorial Award   John Williams 

Xtra Mile Trophy Trophy    Gavin Turner 

 

January started slowly due mostly I would think to the hustle and bustle of the festive season and as a 

result of the many hangovers that followed. This is probably exactly what the doctor ordered. The lull 

before the storm. How exciting to know that this time the storm is our 2010 Nationals in the Berg. As 

this issue of Sabrina goes to print there is a buzz of excitement and indeed many people putting in those 

extra workshop hours. I would guess that it is no different in all the other centres. Our centre is looking 

forward to the completion of Stuart Turner’s TR6.  Stuart and Dad Gavin are putting in long hours to 

make sure that this little beauty will be in the Berg. 
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We have started preparing our Triumphs and will shortly start packing for Drakensville. What an 

exciting prospect. We all look forward to seeing you all again and renewing some of those Maselspoort 

conversations. Wow can’t wait. 

 

Drive safely, see you there. 

 

God Bless 

 

Cape Town 
 

We have had the AGM since our last report and we have had a few changes. Yours truly stepped down 

as Chairman so we could build a house in Hermanus, Tom Dougan was elected the new Chairman in a 

move that did the Bokke proud! 

The new committee is as follows 

Chairman                          Tom Dougan 

Membership secretary      Anne Dougan 

Newsletter editor               Jamie Hart 

Multi Motor club rep           Ronan Sanderson 

Regalia                              Gidion Snyman 

Spares                               Alan Sheard 

Clubhouse                         Theo Brand 

Without portfolio                 Neil Cameron 

We presented a new award in memory of Chris Schultz that appeared on the cover of the last edition of 

Sabrina. The award is in the form of a red TR4 on a plaque to remember the “Lady in Red” as Chris used 

to call his TR. The award is to thank the member who contributes so much to the club yet is often 

overlooked and Theo Brand was the worthy recipient, thank you for all the time you open the clubhouse 

so we can have committee meetings and noggins! 

The Des Rudolph award went to Tom and Anne Dougan, the dipstick award went to Dennis Cook for the 

second year in a row, please make extra sure you don’t get a hat trick!! 

 

The end of year function was very ably organised by Ronan Sanderson and took the form of a drive for 

lunch at the Calabash Bush Pub on Baines Kloof Pass. The weather was extremely hot; we used Tom 

Dougan’s police convoy guidance system for the first time and all worked incredibly well. The road over 

the pass has not got better, we really had a bumpy ride, but the scenery does tend to mitigate the feeling 

in the rear end!  
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    Cape Classic Car Show 

 

Lunch was a spit braai, all the participants wore Christmas hats for the occasion and a great time was had 

by all. The return was via the old Du Toit’s Kloof pass, a drive that is so much nicer than inhaling all 

those fumes through the tunnel, the roads after Paarl were suitably under repair and the detours unsigned, 

ready for all the holiday makers a week 

later!  

 

The January noggin was well attended, 

and then the first major event was the 

Classic Car and Bike show at Timour 

Hall in Plumstead. The club had its 

usual spot in the courtyard, although 

attendance was down a little with only 

16 cars this year. There was much 

interest in the auto jumble that was held 

at the same time; Peter Inskip seemed to 

have a carful of bits and a huge smile!  
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There was some serious financial negotiation taking place as Arturo Pastorino had a large for sale sign 

on his immaculate TR3. The winner in all these high finance dealings was Nick Joubert who now has 2 

TR3s in his spacious garage, rumour has it his red 3 may become a 2 as we are not too sure of the actual 

commission number! 

 The next event was the Classic racing at Killarney and the organisers threw a curved ball at very short 

notice by organising a concours for participating clubs. Nick’s new acquisition was one of the club’s 

chosen cars, but getting it there was an exercise in club cooperation! 

Nick had to fly his plane up to Delmas at short notice, so Tom Dougan and I met him near Stanford and I 

had the pleasure in driving it back to Somerset West. Gerhard Vorster then drove the car to Killarney on 

the Sunday morning (practicing for when his car is back on the road); he then had the privilege of 

leading the presentation laps at lunchtime, as the car was overall winner! The Harts and the Dougan’s 

then got the car back to Struuisbaai as Denise was leaving for Johannesburg that afternoon. We 

wondered why the car was getting so hot on occasions, the plastic was registering 36 so no wonder! 

Thank goodness for air conditioners on the way back. 

Racing at Killarney was as good as ever, the inclement weather kept a few people away but overall every 

one from the club enjoyed themselves and showing off their cars.  

A very big thank you to Ronan for doing such a great job organising every body, and well done to Nick.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gerhard Vorster drives Nick 

Jouberts’ Concours winning 

TR3 at the Killarney Classic 

day.  

 

 

 

 

It was really great to have a 

Triumph up there in lights, the 

more so in that the car is very 

well restored and certainly no 

where near over the top.  
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Arturo had a short spell in hospital so the news his old car had done so well was a great boost for his 

system!  

 

The next major event in this part of the world is the British Sports car tour at the end of March, any one 

here on holiday is welcome to join in. Otherwise all is well in this part of the world and we look forward 

to seeing you at Nationals 

 

Jamie Hart 

 

Johannesburg 
 
                                              

Three months into the year and only one month to go!! We’re in the home stretch now and happily, 

things are going according to plan. The final pre-event report appears elsewhere in this issue so I won’t 

dwell on it here. 

Last year we ended with our lunch and prize-giving at our usual noggin’ venue,  Ambience Conf. Venue 

in Edenvale.  As usual this went off well.  We all had a good lunch and good company.  We congratulate 

all the prize-winners for their dedication through the year – these were John Dobbins for winning the 

Victor Ludorum and Elaine Castlemaine for the Victrix Ludorum.  At this point I must single out both 

John and Elaine as well as Harry Fairley for their attendance at our events; they attended every single 

club event and noggin throughout the year, never missing any of them.  Now that is dedication and 

appreciation of our club.  Thank you to the three of you.   

Cliff Turnbull won the Ambassador’s trophy for the dedication he put into the club too, not only via the 

newsletter but also through the organizing of various events throughout the year.  In particular, 

remember the great (and wet) weekend in Memel?  We thank Jean Coppens for this too.  I humbly was 

awarded the competition trophy for winning the Benoni run, the first Triumph home in the Pretoria Cat’s 

Eye, and the gold medal won at the Concours.  Finally, the Chairman’s trophy was awarded to Chris 

Gibbons for the help and hard work he has given this club.  I know how much he did for us as he helped 

me a lot when I just couldn’t make it.  He NEVER waivered and, together with Dot, always gave the task 

his full attention.  Dot accepted the trophy on Chris’ behalf but we all know that Dot also deserves a 

good chunk of it.  Well done to all the prize-winners – we are proud and privileged to have you in our 

centre.   

And so the year came to an end and I feel rather happy with the past year – the events we have had, the 

new members that we have gained, and the general enjoyment we have had with each other’s company.  

We’ll endeavour to continue with our past format of events and improve on them where we can. 
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We’ve had a very wet start to the year but luckily our events have not been affected much. This is 

beginning to feel like the Cape!  We started the year with a picnic at the 

Hanging Gardens – of Glenburn Lodge. This is our usual season-

opener, driving in convoy to the picturesque and well-shaded lawns on 

the banks of the Blaawbank river. As we have had LOTS of rain the 

river and The waterfall was in full flood, providing a wonderful 

backdrop, 

although a 

bit noisy. 

Pretoria Centre joined our convoy and a lovely day was had by all!! 

 

In February we had our regular Valentine’s Day run, and this year 14TH Feb fell on a Sunday. So we 

joined up with the Pretoria Centre once again and off we went to the cradle of Humankind.  
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Nic and Rita Wood probably intended us to find the fossils of St Valentine there, but all we got were 

scores of Triumphs criss-crossing their way through Muldersdrif! For once I can say “thank goodness for 

cell phones”. This was a case of “follow me in the direction of you”. Harry Fairley was lost along Beyers 

Naude; Eric Fletcher (our esteemed editor) was leading a convoy towards Lanseria airport and us 

Jo’burg members were ambling along comfortably oblivious of all that was going on!!  We finally got 

ourselves into a semblance  of a convoy and tried to follow Nic (or was it Bill Flynn?) to our breakfast 

venue. Finally by some quirk of a miracle, having given Nic a good “Klap”, we all got there in time for a 

good hearty breakfast. After that we were all waiting for Nic to say he was making his way back if 

anyone wanted to follow him. Alas, we were disappointed. 

This month the ladies in our club are going to organise a route-find – the Early-Bird run, and Nic – we’re 

waiting for you!! Our noggins started off well and got even better with the February noggin having 40 

members attending. That bodes well for the year, and we’ll endeavour to make them more and more 

interesting.  

The Johannesburg Centre looks forward to hosting the Nationals next month and we welcome you all 

with open arms. It is THE occasion where we meet every two years and shoot the breeze. The intention 

is, above all, that we all ENJOY ourselves re-new and strengthen our friendships. Please travel in small 

convoys at least and travel carefully. Careful of the potholes and get there safely!  Until then, happy 

motoring. 

Johannesburg Centre. 

 

KZN 
 

The year 2010 will prove to be a very special and fast year. In April it is our National event at Drakensville 

and soon after this wonderful event comes Cars in the Park in Pietermaritzburg. Then the Soccer World Cup 

kicks off and before we know it the first half of the year is history.  

A lot of things have happened since our last Sabrina report. Our Christmas Dinner took place at the Westville 

Country Club and this was once again enjoyed in typical Triumph spirit. 

We also had a special run to say goodbye to Terry and Cheryl Murphy and a nice run to Bayensfield. Darryl 

Hurter wrote these reports; 

Terry’s Farewell 

 

 Every time I drive or even look at my Spitfire, I think of Terry Murphy. It is my unbiased opinion that I have 

the best looking and performing Mk 2 in the World. 

Terry restored the car and I was fortunate to acquire this immaculate little machine and I enjoy every second 

behind the wheel .Other members may have noticed! 
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Terry's presence is always a positive element and his enthusiasm as event co-ordinator made each outing a 

pleasure. His knowledge of all matters Triumph is exceptional and somehow I feel safer on the roads 

knowing he is in the Force! So, although December 2009 was a very wet  month,  the threatening rain could 

not stop THIS club paying tribute to Terry and Cheryl prior to their Pretoria move. Knowles in Pinetown was 

the gathering point for a stalwart group who then travelled up Fields Hill to the stunning home of Dave and 

Debbie Van Der Westhuizen. The driveway was a challenge in the wet but eventually all the Triumphs were 

arranged satisfactorily. The braai fires were soon driving away the rain and while separate groups toured the 

delightful house, the conversation flowed like the rain outside. 

Meaningful tributes and thanks were paid to Terry and Cheryl and Terry managed to reply. A sincere New 

Age guy. Unfortunately Rosemary and I had to leave early to attend her brother's 70th. 

We believe that the party continued until late in the afternoon with a bottle of Port playing a role in the 

festivities. Getting all the Triumphs up the slippery drive would have been quite a challenge in the pouring 

rain but none have been reported missing.   

Sincere thanks Rumour to Debbie and Dave. Perhaps we should organise a work party to assist with 

removing muddy footprints from their lovely home. Any excuse to go back! 

With a house like this they could actually drive Jaguars or Porsches but being sensible folk they have 

opted to be Triumphant!  

Terry and Cheryl will certainly be missed by all who know them and we look forward to the roar of the TR8. 

Another immaculate restoration by Terry. 

Baynesfield. Hoods and Hardtops. 

Despite the persistent wet weather there was a good turnout of Club cars.  It was a short but pleasant run to 

the estate after all the LRP cars were fuelled at Van Der Merwe's garage. The Triumph contingent was 

ushered along a muddy track and then we parked in formation, easily being the largest  single marque 

contingent on display. Alan and Estelle and Dave Lug represented the South Coast. The food stalls were 

quickly in business and then a relaxed morning followed as members set out deck-chairs under the trees. The  

peace was only disturbed by the aero engine being started a couple of times.Those who braved the 

tractor/trailer ride were treated to a tour of the estate and the tour ended at the mausoleum of the founder and 

his wife. Baynesfield Estate is still a working farm producing  bacon and pork sausage’s chill breeze sprang 

up as storm clouds threatened and it was hoods up and dash for home. Rudi experienced a storm under his 

bonnet when a hose burst. Our Spitfire was almost awash at the top of Key Ridge but got us home safe and 

dry. Please spread the word that LRP fuel is not available at the Oasis. 

Darryl Hurter 
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We also had an excellent run down the South Coast where we enjoyed quality time together at Scottburgh. 

We also travelled to Pietermaritzburg where we enjoyed the day with the VSCC. Debbie Tyldesley did this 

report. 

Pietermaritzburg  VSCC Monthly Bonnets Up Special Sports Car Day  

 10 January 2010-01-18 

We were invited to attend the first VCC Pietermaritzburg Bonnets Up meeting for the year through John 

Leonard which was a day especially for sports cars and  a particularly important day for some of us as it 

turned out to be the maiden voyage of three new Triumph Spitfires.   The interesting thing about the 

Pietermaritzburg VSCC clubhouse is that it used to be a prison housing Italian prisoners of war in the second 

world war and today, is known as “The Klinker” for that reason.  It sports a really lovely bar and a very nice, 

well organised second hand spares section.  It also has a fantastic library.   John Leonard and Dave Blair 

managed to find some really good bargain spares for their collections.   

There is also a railway line tunnel running underneath the property, so historically this club is truly a veterans 

club.Ron and Tilla Harris got to show off their hard work on their Dark Blue Spitfire Mark 3 1965 model 

which they bought off the deceased estate of  D Hunt in August 2009.  This was a very special day as this 

little car had been brought into the fold needing major work done on body and engine and Ron got to show us 

just how meticulous and capable he was of both body and engine restorations.  

One can see how many long gruelling hours this lovely couple had put into their car and amidst many jokes 

on Tillas beckoning calls to Ron late at night, they seriously sacrificed time, sleep and probably lots of other 

social activities to get this car up and running by this day.  Ron had to take this car through Roadworthy tests 

three times before the vehicle was passed but on that note they can really be very proud of their 

achievements.  Ben surprised us by attending the meeting, not in his beautiful 7 series BMW, but in a 

stunning little red 1967 Mark 3 Spitfire with an Inspector Clueso hat looking just the part.  He too had spent 

some long hours restoring this little “looker.”  Ben had bought this vehicle in April 2009 from Fred 

Groenewald of Amanizimtoti.  He overhauled the suspension, reconstructed the gearbox from four others and 

put in an electric fan to improve the cooling system and replaced the radiator. He is also looking for a soft top 

and then hopes to improve on the body trim and interior.  As he says, it’s a work in progress.The third 

Spitfire,that of Debbie Tyldesley which was the second Triumph in the fold of Dave van der Westhuizen and 

Debbie’s, was a gift to her from Dave.  He wanted her to have the pleasure of driving a Triumph which was 

easier to drive than their TR3A, especially as she is a car fanatic and has become a real Triumph lover!  This 

little Mark 4 Spitfire 1974 model, white in colour, came from Brian and Iris Raynsbury of Byrne Valley.  Not 

needing much work done, it was a real bonus, as although Dave loves to work on them mechanically, it was 

possible to drive this car immediately.   
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Brian and Iris had owned the car for 10 years and although they had never been Triumph Club members, 

drove the car often over weekends enjoying the “sports car experience”  Now into their 80’s, they felt  it was 

time to let this little darling be taken over and loved by somebody else.  It came with the traditional sagging 

rear end that most spitfires suffer from but after much effort, Dave managed to find a solution by replacing 

the shock absorbers with gas shock absorbers and now this cute little number has a perky butt.  Debbie is 

wanting to take it to Nationals this year at Drakensville and then do some restoration on it to really make it 

her own. Her plans for now, big but all a secret.We were honoured to have Ivor Clarkson and his beautiful 

white with red trim TR3A as some of us had never seen his vehicle.  Dave Blair came on his own in his well 

known Spitfire Mark 4 as did Darryl Hurter in his stunning little black number, the Spitfire Mark 2.  Marie 

and Mervyn came in their  Stag  which is always a beautiful car to be admired and together with John 

Leonards red Triumph 7, which is an absolutely beauty there was a good show of the various Triumph Sports 

cars.  All in all we showed up Triumph Sports cars in numbers which was the object of the exercise.  I think 

our chairman was as proud as punch!The day went to Trevor Lewis though for his awesome bright yellow 

Corvette V8 and not only did he take the prize of a box of wine, but he stole the show with an exit that almost 

left the clubhouse and all the vehicles in dust.  This quietly spoken man who obviously adores all cars has a 

collection of motor vehicles that has to be seen. Something to look forward to in the future.   

Debbie Tyldesley 

 

It is hard to believe that four years has past since I took over as editor of our newsletter. There are new 

challenges that I have to face during 2010 and my new work environment does not allow me to stay on as 

editor. But with a new editor comes new ideas and fresh new enthusiasm. I am convinced that our newsletter 

will go from strength to strength. 

 

Kind regards – see you at Drakensville! 

 

Rudi Venter  

 

 

Port Elizabeth 

 

Thank the Lord, the festive season and our visitors have come and gone, not that 
we don’t love them, but leaving our dams with less water and stricter water 
restrictions already implemented as our water supply has reached emergency 
proportions! We’re 3 months into 2010 and most New Year resolutions have 
already been broken, especially those around living more healthily, including 
giving up booze and smoking, losing weight and getting fitter!  
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Hopefully, the resolutions about being more active and value-adding in the club, 
by attending all noggins, outings, etc. whether official or not, have not been 
broken!  
On the events side, the Historic Car Racing, including the Springbok series event 
held at the Aldo Scribante circuit on 21st November, was very, very disappointing 
as not half of the field showed up! Not only did the racing start an hour late but to 
spend an excessive entrance fee of R80 and watching a procession of six cars on 
handicap was rather boring and definitely nothing as spectacular as at the 
Zwartkops Raceway where you need to get there at 06:00 in the morning for a 
good seat! No wonder the poor attendance by the spectators, maybe they knew 
something we didn’t! The highlight or was it a lowlight, was seeing red-faced, 
Deon de Kock’s newly acquired Spitfire Mk1 being towed to the event by an MGB 
GT V8! Looking at the badly worn distributor, we wondered how he got it started 
at all! To save face, it was towed back home behind a Nissan V6 bakkie, 
unfortunately not a V8! Believe it or not, the cause of the problem was a faulty 
rotor! Also, the local MG club had a full page report on the incident in their 
newsletter, and of course enjoyed it very, very much! Deon is still trying to 
recover from the incident! 
That evening we held our Annual Awards Dinner at the German Club and the 
register recorded 23 diners, including some very red, sunburnt faces who 
attended the motor racing.  
The Concours d’Elegance and Concours d’Etat winners were already published 
in Sabrina, June 2009 and we thank Jimmy Sheard, who at short notice, made 
the wooden shields as the original suppliers failed us, nothing new in PE of 
course! Other winners not published as yet: 
Dave Patten (TR2) – “Car of the Day Trophy” for scoring most points at the 2009 
Concours. 
Heinz Koncki (TR6) – “Most improved Car Trophy 2009” 
Yvonne de Kock – “Victrix Ludorum” for scoring most clubwoman’s points. 
Bob Pretorius – “Victor Ludorum” for scoring most clubman’s points. 
 Daria Sheard – “Most enthusiastic Lady” in the club. 
Deon de Kock (TR2) – “Concours d’Elegance Trophy” at SAB/ABSA Curry Cup 
run. 
Michael Koch – “Chairman’s Award” for voluntary and dedicated service to the 
club, in superbly managing the PE Website as Webmaster over the years. 
Frikkie Viljoen – a bottle of wine in recognition of his excellent and dedicated 
support to the club. 
Then we also had “Bob’s Annual Smarties Awards”: 
Beyers Vermaak – Rookie of the Year and being most active in the club, by 
contributing to Fergie and stirring with his comments....”not really just trying to 
give the club a wake-up call and getting members out of their comfort zones!” 
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Peter Leyland – For castrating his Stag by replacing the V8 roar with that of a 2.5 
litre straight 6 engine, now squeaking like the Springbok rugby coach! 
Lesley Rudman – For being the only member to add glamour to the awards 
evening by wearing a tie!  

 
Back Heinz Koncki 
Centre L to R 
Jimmy Sheard, Bob Pretorius, Yvonne de Kock, Dave Patten , Godfrey Gericke, 
Stefaan Kock , Michael Kock. 
 Front  Beyers Vermaak, Daria Sheard , Deon de Kock. 
 
Many thanks, once again to all the members and helpers that made it a 
memorable and enjoyable evening, especially to Yvonne de Kock whom 
organised the event, efficiently and effectively, as always! 
Our last official outing for 2009 was the “GO BIG” Summer Car Show at Hoby 
Beach, Summerstrand, on 16 Th Dec. Eight Triumphs, one MGB GT, and one 
Porsche 911 with their respective family members from our club attended. To 
preserve Bob Pretorius’s report in Fergie for our Triumph “descendants”, we’ve 
decided to publish it on our website, www.tsccpe.co.za under past events, as its 
pure poetry and a must to read!! Nobody can describe the event better than he 
did! 

http://www.tsccpe.co.za/
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Our first outing for 2010 was the George Old Car Show, 13-14 Feb, although 
unfortunately not an official club event for various reasons. What a show it was, 
once again, with nearly a thousand classic and vintage cars participating, 
representing all the provinces in SA, including tractors, bakkies, motorcycles, 
4x4’s, street rods, various steam engines, and World Wars 1 & 2 military displays, 
including “soldiers” dressed in various period uniforms. Proving it to be a very 
popular show and not to be missed by any serious classic and vintage car 
enthusiast! At the show we were represented by 13 Triumphs, a show record! 
The CPT club joined us including one PTA member all the way from 
Potgietersrus! Something we can proud off and to build upon in the future! The 
Triumph marque were well represented by Deon de Kock and Beyers & Mile 
Vermaak in Spitfire Mk1’s, Jon & Janet Rademan and Rob Elliot in TR7’s, Tom & 
Anne Dougan and Gordon Wary in TR6’s, Stuart Jones, Stag, Trevor Kells, TR3, 
Trevor Dumbleton and Rodney Light in TR3A’s, Heinz & Paula Koncki, TR4A & 
TR6 respectively, and William Kelly, TR4A, from Potgietersrus. Another highlight 
was meeting Nols & Cathy Pienaar from PTA, maybe another record by having 
three regional chairmen at a regional show which included  ( left to right) Nols 
Pienaar (Pretoria) of course our own old faithful Deon de Kock and Tom Dougan 
(Cape Town ) 
Many thanks must once 
again be extended to 
Heinz for successfully 
organising the event from 
the Triumph club’s point of 
view, as he’s already 
planning for the next 
George Show, scheduled 
for 12-13 Feb 2011. We 
hope to see more 
Triumphs as the next 
National is only in 2012, so 
no excuses!  
On the motoring front, Peter Leyland has sadly sold his Stag “again, and again, 
and again” to a JHB buyer this time, with a 2.5 litre straight 6 engine and manual 
gearbox, after the V8 engine said “enough is enough, is enough!” Deon de Kock, 
after selling his Mk4 Spittie last year, bought Mike O’Donoghue’s, immaculate 
Mk1 Spittie, as he believes it to be the ultimate Triumph to have in your collection, 
who can blame him, although Heinz may object! It’s with great pleasure to report 
that Rob Elliot’s TR7 DHC and Jon Rademan’s TR7 Spider is at last back on the 
road again! 
We also welcome two new members to our club owning Spitfires, viz. Andrew 
McKenzie from PE and William Johnston from Tsitsikamma and trust them to 
have a Triumphant year with the club. 
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Future events: 
 13 March 2010: Our Annual Concourse at the German Club, Lorraine. 
5 or 12 April 2010: Noggin at EPVCC. 
25-27 April 2010: National gathering at Drakensville Resort. 
1 May 2010: Annual Knysna Car Show. 
3 May 2010: Noggin at EPVCC. 
23 or 30 May 2010: Skottels Brunch at Skoenmakerskop. 
7 June 2010: Noggin at EPVCC. 
19 or 26 June 2010: Fun Gymkhana against the MG club, venue to be 
announced. 
5 July 2010: Noggin at EPVCC. 
18 July 2010: Back to Back driving test, venue to be announced. 
2 August 2010: Noggin at EPVCC. 
29 August 2010: Bob’s Smarties Run. 
That’s all for now folks!  
Kind regards, Beyers Vermaak. 
 

Pretoria 
 

In the December 2009 issue of Sabrina, editor Eric requested regional chairmen to supply the dates and 

addresses of their monthly noggins: well, Pretoria members always meet on the third Wednesday of 

every month at 19:30. The venue is the Centurion Bowls Club in Kruger Avenue, Lyttelton Manor, 

Centurion. It has lots of safe parking, a spacious and neat clubhouse and a good bar with bargain prices. 

While our activities for 2009 concluded on a high note with the very enjoyable steam train trip to 

Cullinan and back on 22 November (our end of year function), we also started 2010 with a very nice 

event. We joined our Triumph compatriots in Jo’burg on a most pleasant picnic at Glenburn Lodge at 

Muldersdrift that was characterized by a good turnout by both centres. 

 

The February event, the annual Valentine Run again hosted by Pretoria, I believe attracted no less than 

50 people in 30 cars at the champagne breakfast at the Pit Stop near the Cradle of Humankind in the 

Magaliesberg area. Unfortunately Cathy and I had to miss this most successful event because we 

attended the George Old Car Show at the time. It was so nice to see Deon de Kock and the Triumph guys 

from Port Elizabeth as well as Tom and Anne Dougan from Cape Town at the event. A bonus for us was 

to see one of our past Pretoria members, Gordon Waring and his TR6 at the event again.  

Two other Pretoria members also attended: Hans-Georg Bosch, and William Kelly who drove all the 

way down from Mokopane (Potgietersrus) in Limpopo Province in his TR4A. 
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On the way to George, Nols & Kathy were 

lucky enough to witness the Garieps Dam 

sluice gates open. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the time writing 17 members (21 people) 

from Pretoria indicated that they wish to attend 

the national gathering in April. While I am 

thankful that we may enjoy a fair turnout, a better attendance figure would really be welcome. I 

understand, however, that times are difficult for many of our members at the moment and I am sure that 

the same predicament could apply to members in some of our other centres as well. Anyway, we plan to 

leave Pretoria in a convoy of Triumphs on Friday morning, 23rd April en route to Drakensville. 

We are fortunate to welcome the following six new members who joined our ranks since January this 

year: 

 

No. 455: Terry Murphy (TR7V8), an erstwhile enthusiastic KZN club and                                                    

Committee member was transferred to Pretoria and it is a pleasure to welcome him and Sherryl to the 

fold. 

 

456: Jerry Heal (TR3A), a British diplomat, accepted a new posting to South Africa after his previous 

stint in the Netherlands. We express a warm welcome to him and Sarah, and thank them for bringing 

their TR along. 

457: Vic Victor lives in Rietfontein and is currently rebuilding a Spitfire and was introduced by Jaco van 

Vuuren. 

 

458: Rudolf Maree who lives in Wapadrand, owns a lovely silver FHC TR7 and was introduced by Bill 

Flynn. 

 

459: Michael Glueck (TR4A, ex Geoff Davis, Cape Town) lives in Nelspruit and joined us as a country 

member via the Internet. 

 

460: David McCullough (Triumph 2000 Mk1) lives in Boksburg and also joined us by means of the 

internet. 
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The skidpan event at Zwartkop raceway planned for May will be a repeat of last year’s most enjoyable 

fun day. This year, however, we are hoping to host it jointly with the MG Car Club in Pretoria in order to 

attract more participants and to make the event financially more viable. In June we will stage the equally 

enjoyable Cats Eyes again. This event is a treasure hunt that takes place after dark where answers to the 

cryptic clues are to be found in the well lit windows of a shopping centre or two.    

Well, that is all for now. Hope to see most of our readers at the April nationals in the Drakensberg.  

Groetnis 

Nols   

 

SPARES- THE EARLY DAYS.  
 

Sourcing spares for TR’s has been an issue that has exercised the minds of TR owners forever, it seems, 

and every lead of where parts could be got has always been eagerly followed up. In the mid to late 

seventies the problem in South Africa was acute. Suppliers like Leyland no longer carried stock for 

TR’s. At one noggin, which were then held in the Rollbar, a room in Alba hotel in Braamfontein, Alan 

Grant just simply got up, took an ashtray and put R25 in it and announced that he had just started a 

“Spares Fund”. His reasoning was that R25 was about the equivalent of filling your tank with petrol 

(seriously, I kid you not) and that everyone could afford it. By having a lump sum of money we could 

place an order on Cox&Buckles in the UK. Everyone who put up R25 would qualify for a discount. 

Eventually we accumulated about R1,000and asked  Pete Cox and Pete Buckles (who were operating 

from a garage at home at the time) if they would trust us in shipping spares worth about R3,000– which 

they did on the turn – and which set in motion a relationship which has lasted to this day in the form of 

our import arrangements with Moss, London, which is what the original Cox &Buckles morphed into 

over the years. In retrospect, we worried needlessly about going out on a limb. I remember when the first 

shipment arrived at my house.  

Opening that crate was like walking into Aladdin’s cave: the goodies were just unbelievable. When word 

got out that we had some new TR spares the guys descended like vultures. A TR3A grille, for example, 

went for only R120 Within a matter of days, if not hours, everything was sold and we could pay C&B, 

and place our next order. Despite the weakened Rand, new spares are still very reasonably priced when 

compared with prices of any other reasonably up-market new car today. For example, you can get a 

brand new up rated water pump for a TR3 for about R1,200. Try paying that for a water pump for, say, a 

BMW. 

But this story is not about new spares. It is about used spares. 
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Most of you know that the TR Register was formed in Durban by the late Graham Cheetham. As a 

matter of interest, the TR Register still exists as such in SA as a part of the larger Triumph Sports Car 

Club of South Africa, and is still affiliated as such with the TR Register in the UK, which has a world-

wide membership of some four to five thousand members. The locus of the Register was, at the time, in 

Durban and remained so for quite a number of years. That was also the case in 1980 when these events 

took place. One of the early Register members was John Moore, and his membership number must have 

been 3, 4, 5 or 6. Graham’s membership number was 1, John Dobbins is number 2 and I am number 7, 

so John Moore fitted in between somewhere.  

John Moore lived in Durban, and if I remember correctly got divorced – probably because of all the 

spares stashed around on his property. Somehow, John Roets had got word that there was a huge pile of 

spares at Moore’s house, and that it was going begging, with John having moved out of his house. The 

word was that whatever was not collected from this empty house was going to get dumped – literally get 

taken to the scrap yard. There was no way that we could allow that to happen, so John Roets borrowed a 

Ford F-100 bakkie with a roof railing, and a small trailer from his employer – Reunert and Lenz in 

Carletonville- at the time. The two of us set out early Saturday morning 31 May 1980 from 

Carletonville/Johannesburg. I remember the day,because it was the weekend of the Comrades (it was a 

up-run that year) when it was still held on Republic Day, before the comrades got hold of it and pushed 

the Comrades to run on the nearest other public holiday which is “Yoof Day”. As a matter of interest, the 

comrades are pissed off with that,  because the Comrades attracts so many people that Yoof Day 

celebrations are suffering and the Comrades will in future be held on the nearest Sunday to Yoof Day, so 

that there will be no excuses not to join the comrades in celebration. But I digress. 

We arrived at John Moore’s ex-house in good time and were amazed at what we found. The place was 

littered with TR things. It was everywhere you looked – in the garage in little boxes, in the house in 

various rooms, and all over the yard.  

There were gearboxes, and gearbox housings. There were at least four bare chassis, two of which were in 

perfect condition and primed in red primer. There were plenty windscreens in their frames. Clutches and 

pressure plates. Coil springs. Steering wheels. Shock absorbers. Brake linings and brake drums aplenty – 

probably 20 or so. And so on and so on. If I remember correctly a sizable part of the famed Trevor 

Crozier’s collection had found its way into this treasure trove. Alan Grant could enlighten us on that, and 

maybe even tell us more about TC. And remember, this was what was left after the Durban guys had 

already picked the eyes out of it. This was the dregs, but be assured, to us spares starved up-country 

yokels it was better than gold.  
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It was immediately obvious that we could not possibly take everything, so we had to sort the wheat from 

the chaff. We loaded the F-100 and the trailer to the gills, and although we were much younger (but I 

hasten to assure you, and especially the ladies among you, that to this day the both of us are still 

extremely active in all respects) it was heavy going. With two chassis tied on to the top frame we looked 

like an Easter weekend taxi going to Pietersburg. Sorry, Polokwane. Sadly we were going to have to 

leave behind nearly as much as we took. Now, John Moore’s house was north facing with a long 

driveway leading up to the street. And I mean up, because it was quite steeply up hill, and about 30 

metres long. John Roets maneuvered the Ford at the bottom of the drive to get the maximum run-up and 

gunned the big six.  

But there was no way the F-100 plus trailer, fully laden with, essentially solid steel, was going to make it 

to the top of the drive. He carefully backed down, with the trailer behind, to the bottom of the incline. A 

second attempt yielded no better results. The clutch was screaming in agony, and ponging to high 

heaven. Getting really serious with his third attempt John nearly, nearly got to the top, but not quite. He 

hit the anchors and I chocked the wheels with bricks and rocks and anything I could lay my hands on. As 

it happened, the driveway had a small lay-bye about half way up its length. With great skill and 

determination John managed to back down the hill so that the trailer was sidelined onto this little lay-

bye. Back down the hill came the Ford, and this time, sans trailer, it managed to crest the hill, but only 

just. So, there we were: piles of spares in the house, in the garage, in the yard. The trailer half way up the 

drive and the Ford in the street. There was no way we were going to unpack the trailer, carry the stuff up 

the hill and then push the trailer up by hand. Strong as we were (and, as I said, we still are) that was one 

straw too many. Another plan had to be made. We looked around the place and found a motley collection 

of ropes and chains that we joined together to make a towrope that was long enough to reach from the 

trailer to the truck up in the street. Now on level ground the Ford could quite easily pull the trailer. I 

don’t know if you have ever tried to pull a trailer on a rope, when it is not securely hitched to a vehicle. 

We did that weekend.  

The front end of the trailer (north of the Hennops River they call it a disselboom) is like the trunk of a 

crazed bull elephant. It either digs in or rears up. It has a mind of its own and swings from side to side. 

On the uphill, with a slight curve and the trailer in the lay-bye, all we had to play with was the width of 

the street. This meant that we could move about 3 metres, chock the wheels, take up the slack, move the 

width of the street etc etc and in this way ratchet the trailer to the top of the drive and into the street. 

Bidding a sad farewell to all the spares we had to leave behind we set off for Howick where John’s boss 

had an off the beaten track weekend away chalet. It is an A-frame building equipped with every 

convenience, set into a hill overlooking the rolling valleys and hills of the Natal midlands. 
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 At night it is pitch dark. It is so quiet you can hear your ears sing (not to be confused with tinnitus). At 

today’s prices I would set it at about R4 million. He had won it in a poker game. But that, too, is another 

story. 

By now John had, had enough of driving and I took the wheel. Dodging between Comrades runners (I 

don’t recall the roads being blocked off for the runners) we went along without speaking for a few miles. 

(Kilometres had not been invented). John broke down first and asked me if I was thinking what he was 

thinking. I said I thought I knew. We were both thinking: there was no way we could leave those bits, 

large and small, behind, even though it was the second choice stuff.  

At the same time we would not be able to go back the following weekend, and in any event by then the 

stuff may have been carted off to the scrap dealer. Whatever we planned to do, we had to do there and 

then. 

So, we went to John’s boss’ chalet and unpacked the truck and trailer. And then we went back to John 

Moore’s house in Durban. And we packed the truck and trailer and got nearly everything on board. And 

we repeated our trick with the lay-bye and the trailer and ratcheting it up to the street. And thus we 

arrived at the chalet which we decided to use as some sort of half-way house whence Reunert and Lenz 

messengers who traveled regularly between the Reef and Durban could cart the parts in small bites to 

Johannesburg/Carletonville during the ensuing months. Only problem was, the choice bits were on the 

ground and the dregs were on the truck. So we unpacked the truck and trailer and loaded it with the good 

stuff. By now we were working in the dark, but we had become so familiar with the parts that we could 

load and unload by touch. But we got it done. And we slept like logs. 

The trip to Johannesburg the next day was uneventful. At my house we unloaded the (by now very 

familiar) stuff and John went off to Carletonville with the Ford and trailer. My place looked nearly like 

that of John Moore in Durban, with chassis stacked on top of one another, gearboxes and housings 

standing around, brake drums, backing plates, clutch pressure plates et al stashed in my garage and 

outbuildings.  

But word went forth that there was some TR stuff at chez de Villiers, and soon the old familiar vultures 

started circling and settling. And not too long after that, what was left was down to manageable 

proportions. The following year John joined Axiom Hydraulics and moved to Benoni and I decided to 

tackle a Wits MBA. The combined result was that John took over the last bits of the slow-moving stuff 

and I dropped out of active Club affairs. Harry Fairley took on the task of importing new parts from the 

UK – which he carried on doing for nearly 20 years. When he had had enough of it he handed over to 

Gary Blake who computerised the whole lot and thus dragged the Club screaming and kicking into the 

21st century. The wheel turns and now I am again looking after importing new parts from Moss Europe. 

 

Rene de Villiers. Johannesburg. January 2010.   

 
THE DRAKENSBERG PUMP 
STORAGE SCHEME. 
 

I believe that a visit is planned to the Drakensberg 

Pumped Storage Scheme during the Nationals. 

I therefore thought to wet your appetites with some 

history & details of this scheme. 

 

Essentially a pumped storage scheme uses off peak 

electricity to pump water up to a storage dam. During 

peak electricity demand periods the water from this dam 

is released and falls powering turbines that then feed 

electricity into the grid.  

 

THE TURBINE HALL 
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There are at least 18 such schemes around the world and there are two in South Africa. The largest 

Turbines are at Racoon in the USA at 400MW with Palmiet in the Cape (more on this later) having the 

smallest at 204MW with the Drakensberg in the middle at 270MW.  

 

The water heads are impressive with the greatest being 701m at Chaira in Bulgaria and 473.5 at 

Drakensberg & 305.8 at Palmiet. 

In the early 70’s the British Electricity Board began planning a pump storage scheme in North Wales. 

Dinorwig lies between Betwys y Coed & Caernarfon in the picturesque Snowdon area. 

 The site chosen for the project was inside the Elidor Mountain. This decision was spurred by the 

existence of a strong annual water source running in the valley and a natural lake high in the mountain, a 

glacial cwm. On the negative side the mountain was riddled with large caverns being relics of the major 

slate mining industry of the 18th & 19th century. 

The civil design therefore was of utmost concern as were the mining and rock mechanics requirements. 



 xlii 

 

Now the Drakensberg scheme to be fed by the Tugela lies at the foot of the Oliviershoek pass The 

mountainside consists of weak mudstone, siltstone and sandstone all horizontally bedded. It was 

apparent at an early stage that here also civil design was at the fore.  

Dinorwig had reached detail design when Eskom decided to use the same designers for Drakensberg. 

Thus if one were to examine the General Arrangement drawings it is apparent that they are almost 

identical. 

 
 

It just so happened that I worked for the company that supplied the mechanised drilling equipment to the 

Dinorwig contractors & hence I was able to visit there before work commenced here in South Africa. 

So it became natural that we also supplied similar equipment to the contractors here when work 

commenced in late 1974. 

Suffice to say here that because of the size of the transformer & valve halls it was decided to excavate 

and support these separately & not to combine them in one hall. 

Primary & secondary rock reinforcement was used with 6m & 3m rock bolts contained in fast acting 

resin. 

On commissioning in 1982 the enormity of the project can best be by the following: - 

Rock removed    1,330,000 tonnes or 510,000m3 

Concrete     220,000 m3 

Pneumatically placed concrete   45,000 m3 

Reinforcing Steel        6,000tonnes 

Rock Bolts      75,000 or 260km. 
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 So how does it work? 

Four major storage reservoirs were constructed to control the waters of the Tugela. 

The Woodstock dam regulates the Tugela upstream of its confluence with the Mlambonja River. 

The Kilburn dam is the lower reservoir of the scheme and interestingly when the scheme is operating the 

water level of this dam rises & falls as much as 21m. 

Driekloof dam is located in a branch of the Sterkfontein dam & is partly submerged when Sterkfontein is 

full. 

Sterkfontein is well known since as you ascend Oliviershoek the road runs alongside it. However did you 

know that it is the largest earth fill dam wall in South Africa? It was designed to greatly assist the Vaal 

Dam that it supplies. It has allowed the water level in the Vaal Dam to be greatly lowered thereby 

reducing its surface area and hence water loss due to evaporation. Since Sterkfontein is deep it covers 

6900ha but contains 2,656million m3 of water when full. 

Now water from the Tugela is diverted into the Woodstock Dam, even at flood time, thereby assisting in 

reducing flood damage down stream.  

From there as & when required it is pumped up hill (as it were) to keep Sterkfontein full & of course 

only in off peak demand times. 

In Peak demand times the water flow system is reversed. 

And so Eskom can by this means produce 1,000MW when required. 

I hope that this introduction adds more to your looking forward to Nationals.  

But what about those not going particularly those from Cape Town? 

Well I mentioned Palmiet which is very close to Cape Town, in the Elgin area, it was started about 2 

years after the Drakensberg albeit a much smaller station and maybe you should include it in your list of 

Sunday drives. 

Eric Fletcher 

 

Technical Tips 
Now here is a subject that we could do with having more of. I am sure that the technical among you have 

many such tips, so let’s be having them Ed. 

 

This one comes from Jon Rademan in Walmer. 

QUICK & EASY TR7 DISTRIBUTOR REMOVAL 
 
TR7 owners will know that the best way to replace or set points on a 7 is to remove the distributor, 

clamp it in a vice and work on it there. 

However removing the distributor & replacing it requires a special tool in order to access the two bolts 

that are obscured by the circumference of the distributor. 
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Jon recommends the following: - 

1. Remove the distributor (sorry the old way) & take off the distributor cap. 

2. Remove the 2 screws holding the rotor. (Note the locating lugs under the rotor body – they ensure 

that he rotor can only be refitted in one way). Remove the balance weight springs & then the 

balance weights. 

3. Remove the wire that runs from the negative on the coil, through the base of the distributor to the 

points, via a spade connector. This will entail prying out the grommet in the base plate. The 

resulting hole is big enough to allow access to the bolt that must be loosened when swinging the 

distributor to advance or retard timing. 

4. Clamp the distributor in the vice to replace or set the points (14 to 16 thou) 

5. Now drill a hole, to the same size as that referred to in 3 above, through the base plate and 

directly opposite the hole referred to in 3 above. 

In order that is in the correct position cut away a small piece of the plate to which the points were 

mounted. Take car not to damage the wire that runs beneath the base plate. 

6. Substitute the two original distributor mounting bolts with two identically sized Alan Screws. 

7. Replace the distributor correctly and insert the two Allen Screws through the two holes in the 

base plate. Tighten them sufficiently, to allow for swinging the distributor, using an Allan Key or 

socket extension. 

8. Replace the wire (3 above) & connect it as it was originally. Replace balance weights & springs 

and rotor and then replace the distributor cap. 

9. Start the engine and adjust the distributor to the desired ideal timing setting. 

10. Mark the position of the distributor body & engine block. 

11. Repeat steps 1,2 & 3 above. 

12. Tighten the bolts referred to in 6 above taking care not to disturb the    distributor position (check 

marks of 10 above). 

13. Repeat steps 1,2 & 3 above but first put a grommet in the new base plate hole. 

14. Restart engine and check timing. 

 

And there you have it, many thanks Jon. 
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LUCAS WIRING COLOUR GUIDE 
This list is part of a more detailed list which if any one is interested I will continue in future Sabrina’s 

---Ed  

Taken from the Triumph Experience Library & produced by Chris Kantearjiev & Skye Poier of The 

Dimebank Garage. 

The major colour groups’ are: - 

MAIN    PURPOSE 
Brown     Live all the time, unfused 

Purple    Live at all time, fused 

White     Live when ignition on, unfused 

Green    Live when ignition, fused. 

Use an eraser or 600-grit sandpaper to clean contacts & a smear of Dielectric grease to prevent future 

corrosion. 

Colour codes comply with BS-AU7a.They may not apply to older cars in all aspects. 

MAIN TRACER  PURPOSE 
Black     All earth connection 

Black  Brown  Tachometer generator to tachometer 

Black  Blue   Tachometer generator to tachometer 

Black  Red   Electric or Electronic speedo to sensor 

Black  Purple  Temp switch to warning light 

Black  Green  Relay to radiator fan motor 

Black  Light   Vacuum brake switch or brake differential   Green 

 pressure valve to warning light or buzzer 

Black  White   Brake fluid warning light to switch &  

     handbrake switch or radio to speakers. 

Black  Yellow  Electric Speedo 

Black  Orange  Radiator fan motor to thermal switch 

Blue     Lighting switch (head) to dip switch 

Blue  Brown  Headlamp relay to headlamp fuse. 

Blue  Red   Dip switch to headlamp dip beam fuse 

                                               Fuse to RH dip headlamp 

Blue  Light   Headlamp wiper motor to headlamp wash 

  Green  pump motor 

Blue  White   a. Dip switch to headlamp main beam fuse. 

     b. Headlamp flasher to main beam fuse 

     c. Dip switch main beam warning light 

     d. Dip switch to driving light switch 
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From the bookshelf.  
Let’s start the year with our old favourite  “Classics Monthly” where in the December 2009 issue we find 

in it “Engenius Awards 2009” a prize going to the TR7 Dolly Sprint conversion. Then a Vitesse 

restoration is described during which you learn that this convertible Vitesse began life as a saloon. 

Not satisfied we have more Triumph with a face off between an MGC, a TVR 350i and a Stag. After 8 

detailed pages it is the Stag that scores the highest with 21 points out of 25, against the MGC & TVR 

both getting only 16. The Stag would have been even higher if it had been a manual and yes it had a Stag 

V8 engine. 

The January “Motor Sport” seems to have discovered Triumph by devoting 3 of its hallowed pages to the 

Triumph TR2 & TR3.  

 

Their last words are worthy of repeat and therefore I quote 

“ You could be out there competing for around 
 £ 15-20,000. Which is about the price of an engine rebuild for some of its more exalted 
trackside rivals. There is nothing particularly special about a TR but the shortcomings 
are outnumbered by the positives. 
 Backache is never far away thanks to the unyielding suspension, while the outer 
visuals are either clumsy or endearing depending on whose opinion you canvas. 
 But these cars are both practical and durable with the ability to cope with all roads in all 
weathers, becoming exponentially more engaging the faster you drive. 
Just be sure to bring along a cushion……….” 
 

That must be the best testimonial to Sidescreens ever written. 

  

 

My thanks to Dave Harris for this next review plus a hearty recommendation for purchasing from 

Chaters Books on www.chaters.co.uk. 

“Triumph Cars – The Complete Story, from Tri-Car to Acclaim “ by Graham Robson & 
Richard Langworth at £8.99. 
 
The book traces the humble beginnings of Triumph’s start as a bicycle manufacturer in 1887 right up to 

its closure 93 years later in 1980. 

The two authors have always had a factual and easy to read style and are to be commended on the vast 

amount of information contained. 

http://www.chaters.co.uk/


 xlvii 

 

Chapter 1 deals with Triumph’s first car the 4 wheeled 10/20 launched in 1923 and available in various 

body styles. In 1927 came the Super Sevens followed in 1931 by Scorpions & Southern Cross’s. 

The 30’s saw Dolomites successful in both Monte Carlo & Alpine Rallies, while Gloria’s & Vitesse's 

were supreme up until WWII. 

Peacetime saw the birth of Vanguard, Roadster & Renown (what lovely names) culminating in the 

Mayflower in 1950. 

( I do not know of a ship called Roadster, but definitely Vanguard, Renown & Mayflower 
were ships. Ed) 
The book takes readers through the TR era from 1952 until 1980 (seven different TR’s in 28 years. 

Interspersed along the way are Heralds ,Spitfires ,Stags , 2000’s 2500PI’s and even includes the Marcos 

Mantis & TVR 2500 , Amphicar , Bond Equipe and Saab 99 which all used Triumph engines. All are 

featured in this amazing book that provides a long enjoyable read and value for money. 

Dave Harris 
 

I have for a long time been a believer in “Synchronicity” which is coincidental happenings that coincide 

with your current work or research. 

Now I had completed my research & article on the Stag over Christmas only to receive in the first week 

in January notification of the following book apparently published on the 17th of December. 

Its Press Release is even entitled “STOP- Don’t by a Stag until you have read this book”. 

The book in question is  

“ TRIUMPH STAG – The Essential Buyers Guide” by Norm Mort & Tony Fox. 
Publisher is Veloce Publishing with a UK price of £ 9.99. 

A 64 page paperback it examines the evolution, features, fittings & typical Stag problem areas. 

This useful pocket-sized book contains a detailed checklist system for rating a potential purchase, advice 

on whether to restore or not & even problems that can arise from under use. 

Eric Fletcher 

 

 

To have read or not to have read that is the Question? 
 

In December I asked whether any one actually read Sabrina?  

In order to quantify my question I reminded you all of the following. 
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In the June edition of Sabrina in “From the Bookshelf” mention is made of an article in the April edition 

of TRaction of Monty Banks’s performances as an anonymous 12th member of the Triumph team 

between 1954 & 1960. Bill Piggott penned the article by the way but the question is it TRUE or FALSE? 

Septembers Sabrina detailed the narrow bodied slim Bermuda spec TR7. This formed part of the “What 

you see may not be what you get” section. The information was also taken from Traction’s April edition, 

but again the question is it TRUE or FALSE? 

Amazingly I have received no correspondence from any one in this regard so let me answer the questions 

for you. 

To be honest when I read Bill Piggott’s article it rang totally true particularly knowing the quantity & 

quality of his research. On the other hand the Bermuda TR7 was obviously an April Fools story. 

It turned out subsequently that I had been had. It was Bill’s 4 page novella that was a total figment of his 

imagination & it was the Bermuda TR7 story that was indeed a true one. 

Now be honest how many of you were fooled? 

 

OF COURSE it’s CONCOURS 
We continue the Concours debate with a short contribution from our friend Gertjan van de Klashorst, 

who for those of who do not know him hails from Belgium. He states very simply that in Belgium they 

do not have any static competitions including Concours since they only believe in mobile ones. Gertjan 

will be with us for the Nationals where I am sure he will join in the Concours debate. 

Now for the TR Register like several other clubs they have a National; Concours organizer, in this case 

Phil Tucker who has been in the position since 2002. He points out that over the last 10 years there has 

been a huge improvement in the standards of entrants’ cars. This he subscribes to the increased 

knowledge and enthusiasm of the owners plus the improved availability & technical quality of the tools, 

such as cleaners, polishes & waxes. 

He worries that with such high standards many prospective entrants will be put off. 

He has maintained the standard marking system and classes being :- 

Concours  
Standard Class condition,cleanliness,standard equipment,factory finishes. 

 

Non Standard Class Condition & cleanliness 
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Each of the above classes is split into 4 classes being:- 

 TR2/3/3A/Derivatives 

 TR4/4A/5/250/ Derivatives 

 TR6 

 TR7/8 

 

Master Class     Last years winners 

 

Entrants receive Gold, Silver or Bronze medal and there are 9 class trophies. Class winners receive a 

commemorative shield. 

It was Phil that introduced the Pride of Ownership class to allow owners of clean used cars to be in the 

spotlight. A sliding marking scale is biased towards giving cars with high proven mileage an advantage. 

It is based on “Top Side Only” in other words judging on how you would see the car in the street, 

bonnets & boots closed so only the outside and interior need to be spotlessly clean. So it is presentation. 

cleanliness,  

Points of interest and proven annual mileage. 

(If I understand Phil correctly this precludes “Oscar” standard presentation of videos, 
photographs and other over the top presentations. Ed) 
 There are 5 classes being :- 

 TR2 to 3A 

 TR4 to 5 

 TR6 

 TR7 to 8 

 Any other Triumph 

Now here is another Cape Town point of view. 

 

The world of concours is indeed in turmoil and the debate within our club is now well documented so I 

have little new to add as it has all been said. The merit of concours, both d’Etat and d’Elegance as tools 

to assist in maintaining and preserving old cars has to be a good thing but seems to have fallen into 

disrepute principally through inconsistent or simply plain bad judging. We must remember at all times 

that any cars entered are in fact someone’s pride and joy and negativity in the process should be avoided 

at all costs 

If we as a club decide to change the categories away from d’Etat and d’Elegance that will be fine but the 

underlying problems will remain and manifest themselves very quickly if the same negative approach is 

taken to judging.  

The methodology here is harsh, ‘points deducted for everything that is wrong’ is the system. That may 

apply if you are looking at originality but certainly not for any car being judged on presentation and 

condition.  
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The resentment held by owners in the past may be mitigated by judging which is constructive and 

includes written comments, not simply a score sheet which gives the owner no realistic feedback. It 

follows therefore that judges at the very least require to be well briefed in advance and not simply 

grabbed off the street. Where judging originality, a judge must also be expert on the marque. 

Such resentment has lead to the Cape Town centre scorning concours in any shape or form in recent 

years, a position which does not wholly support our principle objective as a car club that is to ‘promote 

the preservation of Triumph cars’. However, while the discussions take place nationally, things are 

turning the corner at this centre. In the spirit of a car club having fun, we are holding a Concours 

d’Elegance combined with our year end Christmas function. In order to cater for the majority of the 

members we are intending to develop a Pride of Ownership event to run alongside.  

In essence this means a member may enter in either category or both, or simply turn up and park their 

classic as a display vehicle. Maybe the best way of judging is to give each entrant a score sheet (which 

includes their name) and we all judge each others cars? We shall wait and see but whatever outcome is 

reached it will be done in a friendly, constructive and sympathetic way with positive comment included. 

As a club we must never underestimate the value of constructive criticism. 

 

At the end of the day an element of competition is healthy and if a judged event serves to have members 

prepare their cars then the standard goes up and we all win. I hear from another club that their members 

actually ask when the next concours is as it provides them with the opportunity and motivation to 

properly prepare their cars. That is a position we should aspire to whatever the name or framework of the 

competition. After all, we want members to return the following year, perhaps with a car that has been 

improved again. 

 

Regards 

 

Tom Dougan 

 

I stated at the outset of this debate that I would refrain from contributing Ed.  

However without giving specifics may I be allowed to sum up from what, like you, I have read from the 

contributions? 

1. It would appear that we need a clear set of written Concours rules to be applicable to all regions. 

This to my mind would settle many arguments and maybe more importantly would enable 

newcomers to have an understanding of requirements. Currently the advice they get is by word of 

mouth an of uncertain veracity.  
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2. Bear in mind in conducting this survey I have yet to see a written set of South African rules. Thus 

I can only assume that non exist 

3. We need a Concours Master who would maintain the rules and be an impartial, if probably 

remote, judge. 

4. Should it be that we maintain the d’Etat class then we need to realise that unlike the UK where 

the majority of their cars were originally sourced in the UK, ours can justly claim to have had a 

mongrel upbringing. Thus we get Sidescreens that by being CKD in South Africa cannot lay 

claim to 100% UK specs & may even have come from Rhodesia.  

At last years Johannesburg Concours a pretty LHD GT6 was maligned for having incorrect 

taillights. It turned out that it was an Italian GT6 & the taillights were Italian road ordinance 

requirements. Ex USA LHD cars cannot flash their headlights because it was illegal for them to 

do so. 

We now know that both Nols Pienaar’s and Chris Smit’s award winning TR7’s are not painted in 

their original factory colour as recorded by the Heritage Centre. Did the judges know this? 

I doubt it, just as I doubt that Nols & Chris knew.  

So who repainted them Red, and when?  

Was it Leyland SA?  

If so which colour do we accept as the colour that they left the factory & which factory rules? 

The point here is that it is virtually impossible for our apparently  

Ad hoc system of judges to have such knowledge on each model  

& Provenance.  

Neither do I believe that it is at all practical to certificate judges as they do in the USA. So maybe 

the only way out is to look at the d’Etat rules and maybe insist that d’Etat entrants provide Judges 

with a copy of their Heritage Certificate. Yes it costs some money but not that much against the 

value of added provenance & removal of judging disputes. 

It is interesting to note that the recent Franschoek Motor Museum’s Concours included a time 

trial event. 

I think in essence what we have at the moment are divergent strongly felt opinions resulting from 

a lack of standardisation and written rules. 

 

Wanted 

From the UK comes a request for information regarding a TR5 with the commission number 

CP2494. This car was originally registered in the UK with the TR Register in 1981 but then 

emigrated to our shores, apparently in the early 1990’s. Its original UK registration was LNC 

398 G. 
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 It has now returned to the UK and its’ owner is keen on documenting its provenance. It is 

thought that while in South Africa it was owned by Fritz Snykers. Is this any relation of Wolf 

Snykers or his brother the late Hugo Snykers of Pretoria? 

Please send any info that you may have to myself. 

Eric Fletcher 

 

For Sale 
 
A 1971 BRG (re-sprayed a year ago) as TR6 CP52513. Overdrive, soft & hardtop, engine & clutch 

rebuilt 2060 miles back. Re-sleeved brake & clutch master & slave cylinders. Stainless steel exhaust. 

R 100,000 ono. 

Contact Michael Jakubowski on mmjakub@yahoo.com  

Or phone 021 434 3418 

 

A 3 piece fibreglass front & rear bumpers for TR7 at R1,500 per set 

Contact Dave Blair on 083 639 6811 or dblair@mf.co.za 

 

 
BACK ISSUES OF SABRINA 
 
We have a limited number of back issues of SABRINA for  sale. 

These include:- 

March 2008. 

June 2008 

December 2008 

These will be sold on first come basis from Judy Harris at the Nationals at only R5.00. 

 
What you see may not be what you get 
  

The Stag is perhaps the last Triumph one would imagine being passed off as something else.  

What could be different other than engine?  

And was there ever a MKI or MKII?  

So let us have a look at it in more detail and see what we find. 

The history of the Stag is perhaps more interesting than one would first think. In 1963 Michelotti, who 

had just finished the TR4, Spitfire & 2000 designs asked Harry Webster if he could work on a large 

saloon. 

In 1964 he was given a worn out prototype saloon and delivered a 4 seat convertible based on a 

shortened 2000 chassis. 

mailto:mmjakub@yahoo.com
mailto:dblair@mf.co.za
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In early 66 Lord Stokes showed interest, 

particularly as such 4 seater convertibles 

were not common in Europe. Also it would 

mean competing in the luxury market, which 

was new to Triumph. 

Spen King was put in charge of development 

with a planned launch date of 1968. 

The well known engine arguments then 

ensued which eventually resulted in the 

Triumph V* being opted for.  

This resulted in a stronger gearbox & final 

drive being required plus bigger brakes & 

14inch wheels in place of the original 13’s. 

 

 

One problem rarely mentioned is reminiscent 

of the problems in December with Britain’s  

Channel Tunnel train, cold weather. 

The Stags headlights were situated behind 

slatted doors, which were opened electrically 

by means of, a slide mechanism. This system 

froze up in cold weather & so was replaced by exposed headlights. 
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Horrendous scuttle shake was cured by the Hoop & T bar that incidentally was not influenced by USA 

regulations, which at the time were not in place. 

The lidded cover over the soft top 

was a result of Triumph taking a 

good look at Mercedes SL & 

followed a GM style.  

The optional hard top also aped 

that of the SL even down to both 

being very heavy. 

 

Finally before we get to technical 

issues the front and rear end 

treatment of the stag was not based 

on the saloons. These were face 

lifted by Michelotti in 1968 based 

on the Stag, which was delayed. 

 Eventually the Stag was launched in the UK in April/May 1970 and this is commonly known as the MK 

I. It can be distinguished by the downward facing gauge needles (pivoted at 12 o’clock)  

The UK model had a 145bhp engine while the US model 

launched in September 1971 had only 127bhp.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It 

was fitted with emission controls, had side 

marker lights and a “Stag” badge under the 

rear sidelight. 

Both had bodies built in Speke and final 

assembly being in Canley. 

The front suspension struts were revised in 71, as were the hood catches. 

During 72 the sill strip was from stainless steel and more importantly the radiator became a sealed unit 

with a 20lb expansion tank replacing the original 13lb unit. The air filter box was redesigned to draw 

cold air from above the radiator and hot air from the near side exhaust manifold.  

A heat sensitive vacuum control flap selected either hot or cold air. 
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In February 1973 the MK II came into being with perhaps its most distinguishing feature being that its 

gauge needles point up (pivoted from 6 o’clock). In the engine the combustion chamber was reshaped & 

dome topped pistons used. Confusingly this latter change according to some sources lowered the 

compression ratio & others state that it was higher. 

Overdrive on the manual version now was standard with the “J “ replacing the MK I ‘s “A” type. A 

laminated windscreen & tinted windows are used.  
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The grills’ background was changed from silver grey to black, as were the rear quarter emblems.  

Sill panels and the rear number plate panel became matt black.  

The door pillar lights were replaced by a single light in the centre of the roll over bar. The interior trim 

received a slight redesign with front seats acquiring fittings for headrests.  

The redesigned fascia saw the instruments gain chromed bezel and a smaller diameter steering wheel 

was fitted. On the outside twin coach lines adorned the flanks, hard & soft tops became standard and 

alloy wheels were offered as an option.  

One way to detect whether you car is an early MKII is to examine the soft top. 1973 produced MK II’s 

were not fitted with hoods of a Mohair material with fawn ling & no side windows.  

Seat belt warning lights & hazard warning lights 

were introduced in 1974. 

In 1975 the air conditioner was no longer 

available but tufted carpets were fitted.  

Sill plates became brushed Aluminium and alloy 

wheels became standard for 1975. At the same 

time the speedo reset became push button, the 

handbrake lever grip was redesigned and the 

rear number plate panel reverted to body 

colours. 

Again dependant on source in either 76 or 77 the 

Borg Warner Automatic box was changed fro 

type 35 to type 65. Oh yes and rubber inserts 

were fitted to the spokes of the steering wheel. 

There seems to be little reference to commission numbers except when referring to gearboxes thus:- 

Up to chassis No LD21230     4sp A type O/D 0.82:1 

Up to chassis No LE20856 (USA)    4sp A type O/D 0.82:1 

From chassis No LD21231     4sp J type O/D 0.797: 1 

From chassis No LD20857 (USA)    4sp J type O/D 0.797:  

All automatic USA cars      Borg Warner type 35 3 spd 

Others up to chassis No LD 41993    Borg Warner type 35 3 spd 

Others from chassis  No LD 41994    Borg Warner type 65 3 s 

Once again the usual Triumph production record confusion occurs but until production ceased in 1977 

some 25,877 were made with nearly 3,884 going to the USA. 
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 In researching this article I have garnered some technical details on the engine including a list of 

interchangeable spares with the TR7 inclusive of parts numbers and also fuse and wiring details. 

I will therefore include these in the June edition. 

 

Thanks the VTR, Stag Owners Club ,How Stuff Works for information. 

 

Eric Fletcher 

I WARNED YOU TO LOOK CAREFULLY! 

 THE STAG THAT YOU SAW MAY NOT BE THE ONE YOU GET. 

 

 
 

 
LETTERS 

 

Hi Eric, 

 

In your December 2009 editorial of Sabrina you mention –  

 “I sometimes wonder if anyone reads Sabrina”.  

Well, I do read every issue from cover to cover and I compliment you on an excellent publication. 
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Gerhard’s “Chairman’s Chat” suggests a more detailed T.S.C.C.S.A website and I fully agree we should 

aim to achieve this and the www.redrosetrs.co.uk website in the UK would be a good one to base ours 

on.  

With the Nationals coming up in April 2010, the Triumph Club has a wonderful opportunity to promote 

itself further throughout South Africa and overseas. Has anyone (and I suggest Gerhard as National 

Chairman would be the ideal person) thought about getting TV coverage? 

On the subject of “Concours”, I found everyone’s opinions in the Sabrina to be very interesting. Mike 

Napoli, Jamie Hart, Dennis Cook, Rene de Villiers and Nols Pienaar all make a lot of sense with their 

perceptions and realities of what Concours should be and how they should be run. 

Rene de Villiers sums it up best by stating that there are currently two types of Concours:- 

d’Etat…i.e. in the condition and state in which the car stood on the dealers’ floor when new. 

Anyone wishing to enter d’Etat should know that the car being put on show for the judges must be in an 

exceptional, clean and standard condition. 

d’Elegance…i.e. the car can be modified, but must also be in exceptional and clean condition. 

Personally I am not really that serious about Concours competitions, but I am proud of Judy’s and my 

TR7. We have greatly improved the condition of it in the last 3 years and I did enter the Johannesburg 

Club’s Concours in September 2009. Our TR7 achieved 86.87% and a silver medal, with which I was 

absolutely delighted. The judging was fair and the result was motivational enough to further improve the 

car for the Nationals. 

Looking at the judges score sheets, enables us to see where we are not up to scratch and use that as a 

basis to score higher next time. 

The fact that d’Elegance allows improvements/alterations such as better brakes, lights, seat belts etc 

gives every Triumph owner the opportunity to make their cars safer, if they wish. A rollover bar in my 

opinion should be fitted to all open top sports cars…..it is on my “soon to do” list. 

d’Etat restricts owners to keeping it original but that is quite simply what it is and I believe the rules, 

even if they are unwritten, are very clear. 

On Page 43, you say “now this next section should appeal to Dave Harris” and it reads on page 44 “all 

cars entered must participate in one or more of the moving events at the convention: rally, autocross and 

for etc I will add Autotest ( old word Gymkhana or driving test)”. Thank you Eric for mentioning my 

name and yes, I do believe our Triumph cars should be used more. I would have no problem in 

attempting to get our TR7 up Sani Pass into Lesotho and yes it would be ideal to have the Concours at 

the top and yes we would have to clean the cars properly afterwards in order to score well!  

http://www.redrosetrs.co.uk/
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Donald Healey and co used to rally older Triumphs than ours right across Europe, 2000 miles or so and 

when they finished in Monte Carlo, guess what…. the cars were judged in a Concours event. 

So here’s a challenge to all Triumph owners, lets have our 2012 Nationals at the 
top of Sani Pass and I will provide the 4x4 for those of us (including me) who may 
not have the traction to get to the top.Now that sounds really exciting ED 
See you at the Nats in the Berg. Regards              Dave Harris 
 
 
Beyers Vermaak writes as follows:- 
 
Hi Eric, 
Congratulations on your new back page initiative in the December 2009 issue of 
Sabrina, show casing Regional centres and adding value to its readers! 
I’m sure everyone will now agree that it’s a breathtaking view of Table Mountain 
in the background, including the Triumphs of course! The collage of pictures are 
really nice, showing CPT activities and being able to put names to faces.  
I would also like to use this opportunity in support of Gerhard’s proposal to 
appoint an IT company or person to manage, enhance and update our national 
website to the benefit of all members. I believe it to be a viable project that will 
financially sustain itself by luring advertisers once fully operational. 
On the other hand, haven’t we got an IT person in the club, who does this as a 
full-time profession and may volunteer to assist by getting the project to the fully 
operational stage and  to continue managing it, or to hand over to a contracted IT 
company. Anyone out there!! 
I am  looking forward to meeting fellow members at the Nationals. 
Kind regards, 
Beyers Vermaak 
 

TR 7 &TR8 Badges & Decals part 3 
This completes the series of articles originally compiled by Ian Tinsey of the TR Drivers Club & 

reproduced with kind permission by the TR 8 Registrar Rex Holford & the TR Drivers Club Editor 

Val McMillan. – Ed. 

The December Sabrina was missing 3 drawings due to my ignoring my own rules and 
preformating this article with the embedded drawings.  
The format that I used did not comply with the printers’ format. So be warned please do not 
send me articles with embedded and formatted photo’s. 
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Sadly I have had no joy with re formatting the 3 missing drawings , so you will have rely on the 
wording instead. However this should not be too onerous a problem since there are only 3 
confirmed TR8’s in the country (all in Pretoria)& one other apparently in KZN. Bruce Leslies car 
is rarely seen, Marius Labuschagnes’ is incorrect & therefore you can check mine out at the 
Nationals since it is correct. Of course that is assuming that our dirt road is navigable. 
Eric Fletcher 
 
 

YOUR CHRISTMAS BRAINTEAZER 
How many of you knew the answers to this puzzle? 

Dave Patten & Gertjan van Klashorst were they only ones that I received. 

I was amazed to read of the first car so let’s start with that one. 

1. The designer.   MICHELOTTI 

2. The year.   Commissioned 1957 & delivered. early 1958 

3  The Car Company.  TRIUMPH 

4  The model name.  “DREAM CAR” 

5. The engine type & size TR 3 from 1957 TR3 

 Car No 1 

 

Early in 1957, at a time when Triumph were looking for a replacement for the TR3, Alick Dick met up 

with Michelotti who had just left Vignalle to set up his own Design Studio. As a result of this meeting a 

TR3 chassis & engine were given to Michelotti and his resultant concept design was named as his 

“Dream Car”. Built by Vignalle it definitely shows American influences with the tail fins and gaping 

toothed grill. This wide grill is said to have influenced the TR3A grill & the hooded headlights predating 

those of the TR4. 

It had Leopard Skin seats, a centre console & the instrument panel featured TR3 instruments but there 

were 10 of them. 

High tooling costs were the main contributor to its demise plus the extreme styling found few fans.  
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Alick Dick must have liked it since for quite some time he used it as his personal transport. 

Oh yes it also had a lift off hard top which was almost identical to that which appeared a year later on the 

Herald Coupe. 

I can find no comments about the apparently plexiglass rear screen, which if it is indeed a wind deflector 

must predate BMW’s by nearly 40 years. Maybe BMW found the drawings when they purchased the 

TRIUMPH rights. 

 

Aren’t you glad that this showboat died a death? 

Unfortunately so did car No 2. 

 

1. The designer.     MICHELOTTI 

2. The year.     1965 

3  The Car Company.    TRIUMPH 

4  The model name.    FURY 

5. The engine type & size   6 cylinder 1,998cc 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Car No 2 

Photos are courtesy of 

TRAction 

 & Motorbase.  
 

 

 
This was a one off concept car 

based on a Spitfire with a GT6 

engine.  

The story goes that it was faster than any of the TR’s and so was denied production. 

 

The smooth rear end shows no 

sign of a fuel filler and the tail 

is similarily different 
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The lights look like they were the forefathers of 

the TR7 units but minus the rubber surround. 

Notice how much better they look when closed 

 

Nice looking dashboard but odd seats & 

characteristic Spitfire gearlever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tidy engine bay and note 

how far forward the engine 

sits and also the “Macpherson 

Strut” suspension. 

 

 
 
Like it? Well believe it or not 

it still exists and in the 

condition as shown above 

was offered for sale in September last year , by Hurst Park Automobiles in Surrey, for £ 45,000. 
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WHAT CAR IS THIS ? 
 

 

What is the make & model? 

What engine ? 

Where was it made? 

Answer in Junes’ Sabrina but it does 

have Triumph DNA 
 

 
 
 
 

FOOTNOTE 

   
Bill Flynn                 Dot Gibbons       Kathy Pienaar 

 

On Wednesday 30th December a group of Pretoria members went to visit Dot Gibbons. 

What a special lady! 

If any of you think that you had a tough 2009, think of Dot, yet she presented herself as pleasant & 

friendly as always, but we know she was grieving. 

We were welcomed by Dot & her daughter Kathleen with some home made eats & cake and she spoke 

openly about her life with Chris……he truly was a special person.  

 Dot showed us around her lovely home, including the garage & workshop (with built in pit) where Chris 

spent so many happy hours. Chris’s E-Type & Mini are still parked untouched, with the Triumphs next 

door. 
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Dot is still willing to help with club arrangements and busy with the thankless job of bookings and 

accommodation for the Nationals…… What a great ATTITUDE…Thanks Dot. 

Love & Blessings. 

Your Triumph Friends for Life 

BILL FLYNN 

 

FAREWELL 
 
Arnie Lowes died recently in a light aircraft accident. A resident of Randfontein he joined the 

Johannesburg centre in 1997 & the Pretoria centre in 1998. A dedicated club man & Triumph enthusiast 

owning a number of Triumphs many which he rebuilt, winning Concours d’Etat trophy in 1998. 

In 2000 he started the West Rand Centre and a few years later moved with his family to Umhlanga in 

KZN where he had a guesthouse. 

Being a Director of Marshall Fowler he commuted between Umhlanga & Randfontein  in his own 

aircraft, being an experienced pilot. 

We will miss this man who was always willing to help his fellow club members. 

Our thoughts are with his wife, Danita & their three children. 

Nols Pienaar 

 
FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS 

1. In the June issue of Sabrina I will feature the Nationals so start thinking about photographs and stories 

so please feel free to send me anything that you have of interest  

2. Regional Chairmen please send me the address & dates of your monthly Noggins. This is to enable 

any members visiting your area to know where & when you meet. 

3. I would like to use the outside back cover to showcase the Regional centres. So Chairman for this I 

need photographs that are instantly recognizable geographically, plus your clubs notables, characters & 

special cars. 

4, Sunday 1st August is the Scottburgh Classic Car show at the Country Club. Enquiries to Peter Fielding 

at jagmag@telkomsanet. 

Thanks 

Eric Fletcher 
The opinions expressed herein are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the views of the 
Editor or the committee of the  
Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa nor do they necessarily reflect club policy. 

 

 

 


