
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DECEMBER  2009 



 ii 

 

 
 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE DETAILS 2009 
 
President  Alan Grant   011 4656886  083  335  2938  

  grantfam@wizz.co.za 

Chairman  Gerhard Vorster  021 852 3350    082 807 8011  

   gerhardvor@nedbank.co.za 

Registrar  Nols Pienaar      012 996 0774     083 468 3145     

Nols.pienaar@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Sec      Judy Harris      011 849 6267      072 729 1850   

trogon@mweb.co.za 

Editor     Eric Fletcher             083 461 0719  

flechetr@gmail.com  

SAMCA Rep         Wendy Hay      011 794 3576     082 220 8447   

lewisjon@mweb.co.za 

Spares                  Rene de Villiers    011 680 3124   083 317 4339      

    rdevilliers@insimbi-alloys.co.za 

 

 
Chairman Bloemfontein   Alan Dickens  051 436 3085  083 725 3161 

supertunemotors@telkomsa.net 

Chairman Border  Geoff Kriel     082 923 4854 

horizongsk@vodamail.co.za 
Chairman Cape Town  Tom Dougan  021 852 1589  

Dougan10@gmail.com 

Chairman Johannesburg Gino Casieri  012 344 0016  083 325 2063 

casieri@iafrica.com 

Chairman Natal    David Blair  031 765 1826  083 639 6811 

dblair@mf.co.za 

Chairman Port Elizabeth Deon de Koc                  082 370 1723 

ddekock@icasa.org.za 

Chairman Pretoria & Registrar   

Nols Pienaar  012 996 0774  083 468 3145 

nols.pienaar@gmail.com 

Insurance Scheme  John Dobbins 011 679 2954 082 508 0910 

 

  

 

 BANK DETAIL 
 
BANK    Nedbank Northmead Square, Benoni 
Account Name  Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa 
Branch Code  194842 
Account Number  1948114186 

 

 
 

mailto:grantfam@wizz.co.za
mailto:gerhardvor@nedbank.co.za
mailto:trogon@mweb.co.za
mailto:lewisjon@mweb.co.za
mailto:supertunemotors@telkomsa.net
mailto:horizongsk@vodamail.co.za
mailto:casieri@iafrica.com
mailto:dblair@mf.co.za
mailto:ddekock@icasa.org.za


 iii 

 

 
BEWARE OF SPIDERS !! 

 
 
 
TSCC   SOUTH AFRICA                    www/triumphclubsa.com 
CAPE TOWN                                      www.capetriumph.za.org 
TSCC PE                                            www.tsccpe.co.za 
KZN                                                    www.tscckzn.za.net 
PRETORIA                                        www.pretoriatriumphclub.co.za 

 
 

 
TR DRIVERS CLUB                                 www.trdrivers.com 
MOSS www.moss-europe.co.uk 
TR REGISTER                                         www.tr-register.co.uk 
STAG OWNERS CLUB                            www.stag.org.uk 
CLUB TRIUMPH                                       www.club.triumph.org.uk 
RIMMER BROS                                        www.rimmerbros.co.uk 
TRIUMPH WEDGE OWNERS USA         e.krakowski@prodigy.net 
TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB              info@tssc.org.uk 
CLUB TRIUMPH                                      enquirues@club.triumph.org.uk 
DETROIT TRIUMPH SPORTS                bdischer@blakedischer.com 
TRIUMPH CLUB SWEDEN                     odd@triumphclub.se 
WORLD WIDE TR7-TR8 CLUB               www.tr7-tr8.com 
NORTH AMERICA                                   www.vtr.org 
TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB                www.tssc.org.uk 
TORONTO CANADA                                www.torontotriumph.com 
TRIUMPH SPORTS AUSTRALIA             www.tsoa.asn.au 
TRIUMPH WEST AUSTRALIA                 www.tccwa.com 
TRIUMPH VICTORIA AUSTRALIA           www.home.vicnet.au 
TRIUMPH ROADSTER CLUB                   www.triumphroadster.org 
TRIUMPH DOLOMITE CLUB                    www,triumphdolomite.co.uk 
TRIUMPH HOLLAND                                www.triumph.nl 
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      WELCOME to CAPE TOWN 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

Tom & Anne Douglas; Jamie Hart 

Bennie Joubert’s TR3A 

Marion West & Theo Brand 

It’s a whale! 
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Editorial 

A Sad end to 2009 with the loss of Chris Gibbons & Nic Rautenbach, both will be sadly missed.  

 It is hard to think that next year, 2010, will be all of two years on from Maselpoort. 

It will be the start of my 3rd year as Editor of Sabrina, which gives me pause for thought. I have 

thoroughly enjoyed producing this and the last 6 issues. The research has been fascinating & the 

overseas contacts have been a joy. However, particularly in view of the forthcoming AGM what are your 

thoughts? 

Sabrina is your journal  & it should not reflect the ideas of a minority, but unless you contribute then the 

minority will prevail. The only comments that I receive are from the same handful & they can literally be 

counted on one hand. 

I need your criticism, your ideas & of course your articles.  You may be totally anti & therefore April is 

your opportunity to vote me out.  I am not suggesting that I propose to stand down as Editor but merely 

trying to engender some feelings. 

I sometimes wonder if any one really reads Sabrina. As examples I notice that some people are under the 

mistaken impression that I requested that you don’t send the best articles to your local newsletters.  

What I actually said was also send the to Sabrina not just to your own Newsletter.  

At the recent Gauteng Concours the author of a particularly interesting technical article complained that I 

had not included it in the September issue. Obviously he does not read the Letters section, which is 

where it was to be found.  

Therefore in the June & September issues I tried a little subliminal experiment. Both issues contained 

items of exceptional Triumph lore. One was a total figment of imagination & the other was 100% true.  

If any one read them then no one commented to me either verbally or in writing. Hence my belief that no 

one reads. 

So to test my theory you will find a précis of these two “factual” statements with the question, which one 

is true & which one is false? 

Also please read the letters page & witness how much interest Sabrina garners from overseas. 

To further stir the pot there has been much debate recently amongst the Sabrina minority about our 

Concours system. I have included a section in this issue to the points raised by these discussions & have 

done some International research on how other clubs & countries run their Concours.  

Hopefully this will promote some enthusiastic correspondence for the March issue, leading hopefully to 

some heated debate at the Nationals. 

Just to make it clear nothing in this Concours section is put forward by me. I will wait until March when 

I will be in a position having read your ideas & comments to voice my thoughts. It will then be for you 

all to debate at the Nationals. 

And so all that is left is to wish you all everything of the best for 2010. 

 

 

Chairman’s Chat 
 

The electronic age is upon us and absolutely wonderful and has opened many 
doors for everyone.  Take the latest cell phone technology and the Internet. The 
Internet has a wealth of information on any topic you can think about and even 
“things and issues” that you may never have even thought or heard of. I heard 
that there are a number of new words being added to the Oxford dictionary which 
has to do with this relatively new technology and Internet.  If you want to know 
something about anything, best you “Google” it and see how many sites can give 
you most if not all the answers. There is also lots of information on Triumphs from 
how to do it technical articles, re-build sites, for sale items, pictures, clubs, screen 
savers, etc,  you name it and you will be able to find it.   
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We also get quite a lot of enquiries and a number of new members that find the 
TSCC on the Internet. I would like to have our website enhanced and recently 
wrote a letter to the national committee about our national website as follows: 
 
“…One of our "windows to the world" is our website and we get many enquiries and people 
wanting to join a club and ad hoc requests from South Africa as well as abroad.  Gino has done 
a great job in getting the website up and running which in itself is a huge accomplishment.  The 
concern I have is the constant updating of it and placing fresh information on it on a regular 
basis.  I have discussed it a while ago with Gino and Dave B, and am proposing that we 
contract someone to update it regularly.  The initial quotes / indications I received are in the 
order of R200 - R300 per month depending on how we manage the updating.  We can have 
technical discussions section and adverts added to it, which will assist our members as well as 
generate more traffic on the site.  This in turn can assist us in selling some advertising space 
as well, which might generate enough funds to pay for the maintaining of the site.  Your views 
please.  Can we go ahead and appoint someone to do this?” 

 
My view is that you need a dedicated person that does this for a living to manage 
the site and can regularly review it and update it accordingly. If you pay someone 
to do it, then it better be done and will get done. What do you, our members think 
about it? 
 
We have also had quite a sad period since our last Sabrina as two stalwart 
Triumph friends and enthusiasts Chris Gibbons and Nick Rautenbach passed 
away during the last month.  Both Chris and Nick were enthusiastic active 
members of the TSCC and were always willing to assist when ever called upon. 
We are really sad about the passing of these members and convey our deepest 
sympathy to the loved ones and families of the departed. May the Lord Bless and 
comfort you during this period of mourning. Long will they be remembered by 
their Triumph friends!! 
  
It is only a couple of months to go until we have our national gathering at 
Drakensberg in April 2010, something that I am certainly looking forward too and 
am excited about.  Looking forward to it.  A huge thank you also to the 
Johannesburg centre committee for taking care of the arrangements and 
organisation of this event, we really appreciate it. Now it’s time to get those 
Triumphs ready and polished for the trip!! 
 
I would also like to congratulate Nols Pienaar, Gino Cassieri and Deon de Kock 
on being re-elected as chairmen for their respective centres. Also huge 
congratulations to Tom Dougan who was elected as chairman for the Cape Town 
centre.  Well done guys and keep up the good work. 
 
May I also take this opportunity of wishing you and your families a Merry 
Christmas and best wishes for 2010, may it be the best year ever!!  If you go 
away for a well deserved holiday, enjoy it, rest well and to all members, please 
drive safely and practise patience on the roads, and get home safely. 
 
Triumphant Regards, 

Gerhard 
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Registrars Report 
 

My warning or appeal in the previous report to our regional membership secretaries to make 

sure that the ‘chassis’ numbers they supply to the Triumph register are in fact the 

‘commission’ numbers of the cars, appears to have frightened off our people responsible. No 

new car details have been supplied by centres other than a few from the Pretoria centre. 

In the September issue of Sabrina I reported a total of 860 Triumphs in the register and made 

an appeal to see if we could reach 900 by the time that I have to table the registrar’s report at 

the nationals in April next year. Well, I received 2 new entries and we are sitting on 862 

Triumphs now with only 5 months to go 

 

Will we reach the goal? Shall we take a wager? If our membership secretaries in the centres 

could get their act together and supply me with the details of their new members and cars we 

might get there, or pretty close to it. As the eternal optimist I must keep my fingers crossed 

and never give up hope that our members will manage to free themselves from the grip of 

lethargy on these matters. 

I must take my cue from the Latin proverb: “Nulli caesura fides”. i.e., my motto must be 

“faith that will never cease”. When I took on the job as new registrar 9 years ago I never 

thought that this quality would be such a great requirement. In the process another proverb 

was proved to be very applicable: one is never too old to learn!  

 

In faith I greet you with the wish that each and every member will have a very happy 

Christmas and a very prosperous new year. 

 

Nols Pienaar  

TSCC of SA Registrar 

 
National Gathering - 2010 

 

BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING 2010 
 
1 NOTICE OF BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING. 

 Notice is hereby given to all members of the Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa of the 

Biennial General Meeting to be held at Drakensberg on 26 April 2010. 

 

2 AGENDA 

2.1 Welcoming 

2.2 Apologies / Attendance Register 

2.3 Minutes of previous BGM and matters arising from it 

2.4 Financial Statement – National Account 

2.5 Financial Statement – Sabrina Account 

2.6 Financial Statement – Graham Cheetham Fund 

2.7 Financial Statement - Spares 

2.8 Report – National Chairman 

2.9 Report – Registrar 

2.10 Report - Spares 

2.11 National Gathering 2012 

2.12 General Issues 

2.13 Selection of office bearers 

2.14 Closure  
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3 VOTING PROXY 

Should any member not present wish to cast his/her vote by proxy, the signed proxy letter must be 

submitted to the Chairman prior to the commencement of the BGM. 

 

The proxy letter should read as follows: 

 

I ………….(name) …. being a member in good standing of the Triumph Sports Car Club of South 

Africa, hereby nominate ………..(name)…….. on my behalf to vote on matters of the Triumph 

Sports Car Club of South Africa, raised during the course of the BGM to be held at Drakensberg on 

26 April 2010. 

 

Date:…………………………  Signed:……………………………….. 

 

 

4 NOMINATION OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBER 

Should any member in good standing of the Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa wish to 

propose e fellow member to the position of an Elected Committee Member of the Triumph Sports 

Car Club of South Africa, he should do so in accordance to the following example.  You are kindly 

requested to make a copy, complete it and email it to Judy Harris at trogon@mweb.co.za or post it 

to her at     The Secretary,  

    Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa,  

    Eugene Marais Street,  

    Farrarmere,   

    Benoni,  

     1501. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA 

 

NOMINATION FOR NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBER 
 

I ………..(name)……………. being a member in good standing of the Triumph Sports Car Club of 

South Africa hereby nominate 

 

 ……………(name)…………..to the position of ……………………………………. of the club. 

 

Date:…………………………  Signed:……………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA 

 

Minutes of the 16th Biennial General Meeting held at 09:00 in the conference room, Maselspoort 

Resort, Bloemfontein, on Wednesday 30 April 2008. 

 

1. Welcoming 

  

Gerhard Vorster as National Chairman and Chairman of the meeting welcomed 
everyone present. 

 

2. Apologies/Attendance register 

 

 The Chairman recorded that 63 members were present as per the attendance 
register and that apologies for non-attendance had been received on behalf of 20 

mailto:trogon@mweb.co.za
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members. He noted that the required quorum was present and declared the 
meeting duly constituted. Refer to attendance register elsewhere in this edition of 
Sabrina. 
 

Two items were added to the agenda under “General” namely the election of an honorary member and a 

discussion on spares. 

 

3. Minutes of the 15th BGM held in 2006 at Hermanus. 

 

The minutes had been circulated in the June 2006 issue of Sabrina and were 
taken as read. 
 

It was noted that there was no position in the Club with the title Honorary 
President and that it should read “President” 
 

Subject to the above correction the minutes were proposed by Janse Uys and 
seconded by David Blair and were adopted by the meeting as a correct record of 
the proceedings of the meeting. 
 

4. Matters arising from the minutes of the 15th BGM 

 

There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

 

5. Circulation of financial statements, 2006, 2007 and 2008. 

 

The Chairman tabled the income and expenditure statements for the Sabrina 
Account for the above years and read out the salient amounts which are 
summarised as follows: 
 

Year                                                          2006                     2007                  2008. 

 

Income (including amount c/fwd)   R43 146,59          R39 804,04     R30 541,66 

 

Expenditure                                         28 188,51             27 970,70          4 703,53 

 

Carried forward                                   14 958,08              11 833,25       25 838,13 

 

 

Paid up members                                           391                        346                 262 

 

Members receiving Sabrina                           279                        251                 205 

 

 

The Chairman tabled the income and expenditure statements for the National 
Account for the above years and read out the salient amounts which are 
summarised as follows: 
 

 

Year                                                              2006                     2007                  2008 

 

Income (including amount c/fwd)           R5 699,64             R9 195,48         R8 949,08 

 

Expenditure                                                 2 887,50                4 131,40           2 596,93 



 xi 

 

Carried forward                                           2 797,98                5 064,08           6 352,15 

 

 

It was noted that the TSCC account conducted at ABSA Bank Ltd had been closed on 28 March 2008 

and that a cheque for R32 190,28 (i.e. the total of  R25 838,13 and R6 352,15 as per the above), had been 

handed to the National Chairman, Gerhard Vorster. 

The Chairman confirmed that the SAMCA fees paid covered the cost of the SAMCA indemnity. 

Alan Grant tabled a copy of the 32 day notice statement of The Graham Cheetham Triumph Trust 

account conducted with The Standard Bank of SA Ltd dated 31 March 2008, reflecting a balance of R1 

497,92 

It was noted that in terms of income tax legislation each centre, being a Club without a profit motive and 

with any surplus being distributed to members, had to apply for exemption from paying income tax. Gina 

Casieri undertook to circulate details hereof to Centre Chairmen 

 

6. Report : National Chairman 

The National Chairman read out his report as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman’s Report – 2008 National gathering. 

 

We live in exiting but also uncertain times, with the politics in turmoil, interest rates and oil prices on the 

increase, which has an effect on the fuel price and everything else.  I am not being negative, but just 

want to highlight the need for a “hobby” that can take your mind off all the negative things in life.  

Our “hobby” brings us together as often as possible locally and then every two years at an event like this.  

Thank you for attending this event and for going the extra mile to make this event a huge success. 

Without you, our members, friends and family this event would not have been as enjoyable as it was.  

Then there was also the story that BMW might release a new Triumph onto the market, which exited us. 

Let’s hold thumbs and watch the press for details.  I believe that where there is smoke, there must be a 

fire. 

A huge thank you also to the Pretoria centre specially Nols and Cathy Pienaar, Chris and Dot Gibbons, 

Jaco and Engela van Vuuren, Glaudia Loots, Rory Dreyer and Marius Labuschagne for organising this 

fantastic event.  Also thanks to Alan Dickens and Charles Mitchell from the Bloemfontein centre for 

their support and assistance during the past two years.   

Ken Boss retired earlier this year and decided that it is time to hang up his gloves and will thus not be 

available for re-election. I would like to take this opportunity of thanking Ken for performing duty as 

secretary, treasurer and Sabrina editor for more than 20 years!!!  Ken never missed a deadline and 

ensured that the books balanced, reports were compiled and sent on time, and the Sabrina’s were edited, 

printed, placed in envelopes, addresses were updated all the time, and posted.  Ken also ensured that the 

member’s database was kept up to date and new members received a “welcome pack” upon registration 

with the club.  The finances are in order and the national account as well as the Sabrina accounts is in a 

healthy state. Thanks again Ken for what you have done for the Triumph Sports Car Club of South 

Africa, we appreciate it!! 

Since our last get together at Hermanus quite a lot has happened in our club.  Nols and his team arranged 

their centre’s silver jubilee at the Voortrekker Monument.  They also attracted huge public interest and 

many new members joined the club as a result of this get together.   

All the centres are in good standing, have interesting and exiting outings and noggins, but one concern is 

a severe decline in membership. In 2006 we had 391 paid up members of who 279 received Sabrina, in 

2007 we had 346 of whom 251 received Sabrina and at 28 March 2008 we had 262 registered members 

of who 205 receives Sabrina. In real terms during the last three years the membership declined from 279 

to 205.  It is not only the Triumph Sports Car Club in South Africa that suffers from this phenomenon, 

but most classic car clubs across the world experiences the same trend. I encourage you to do whatever it 

takes to try and retain members and also to attract new ones to our Triumph family.  I have met quite a 
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number of new members at this event and I encourage you to keep the spirit high and keep on using your 

Triumphs. 

Gino Casieri also got the Triumph Sports Car Club’s website off the ground and we now have a presence 

in the World Wide Web.  Many interested parties from all over the world visit our site.  Thanks Gino for 

getting this going and keep it up.  

The club is going into a “new era” and our members and cars are not getting any younger, but we will 

keep on going and get together as often as possible.  2010 will also be an interesting year with the South 

Africa hosting the SOCCER WORLD CUP and we our next national gathering.  

In closing, your endorsement of my efforts, during both good and bad times, is 
appreciated and extends beyond mere reinforcement.  More important, it 
increases my desire for us to be the winning team. 

Thank you for supporting my efforts and allowing us to become friends and team 
mates and making a difference in the South African motoring fraternity and strive 
to be the best motoring club in the country!! 

Please take care, drive back home safely and encourage the members that did not attend this event to do 

so the next time around.  God Bless and be Triumphant!!!!! 

 

7. Report : Registrar 

 

Nols Pienaar as Registrar tabled his report, which reflected an increase in the 
number of cars on the register since 2006 from 815 to 853 in total. He noted that 
the numbers were in respect of cars in South Africa and not of cars of Club 
Members. 
He appealed to Centre Chairmen to keep him informed of changes in ownership and of new members. 

 

8. General Issues  

 

 Election of Honorary Member 
The Chairman tabled Nols Pienaar’s proposal for the election of Gino Casieri as an Honorary 

Member. The proposal outlined Gino’s contribution over the past 21 years since he joined the 

Pretoria Centre in 1987 and recorded his role in the organising of various successful events and 

as that of Chairman of the Pretoria and Johannesburg Centres. 

 

Gino Casieri was duly elected to the position of Honorary Member. 

 

  
 
Spares 

The Spares Administrator, René de Villiers, recorded that over a period 

of 30 years a stock of slow-moving spares had accumulated in the Spares 
Fund and that the accounting contra to this asset was reflected as a loan to the 
Johannesburg Centre. He noted that in an effort to sell these spares, the 
Johannesburg Centre had decided to halve the selling prices of the spares. In 
addition, a raffle of the last remaining spares was being conducted at the 
present National Gathering. He also outlined the process currently followed in 
the importation of spares, in collaboration with John Roets who was the 
custodian of the cheque book of the Spares Fund account with Nedbank Ltd. 

The aim of the Spares Fund was to ensure the steady supply of affordable spares. It was hoped 

that such a supply would encourage members to undertake partial and total rebuilds, the ultimate 
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aim being that of making Triumph cars the most desirable classic cars to own – which in turn 

would result in each member’s car becoming more and more valuable. 

 

He and John Roets had discussed the matter and their proposal was as 
follows: 

 

- That Moss-Europe, due to an association of more than 30 years, and the discount offered to 

Club Members, continued to be used as the sole UK supplier, but that a possible second 

supplier in the USA be sourced. 

- That the present method of paying for imported spares and UK shipping costs (i.e. by way of 

using the personal credit card of R de Villiers) be continued with 

- That the Triumph Sports Car Club of SA Spares Fund account with Nedbank Ltd be 

maintained with John Roets and René de Villiers as signatories. 

- That the loan owing to the Johannesburg Centre be repaid as soon as possible. 

- That the Spares fund build up a reserve of at least R25 000,00 to cater for any eventualities 

concerning imports 

- That thereafter the mark-up (currently 10% or more) on spares imported be reduced to nearly 

0% (zero percent) so that members who participated in a particular import consignment 

shared directly in the discount obtained from Moss-Europe. The Spares Fund will, therefore, 

cease to make a profit, the mark-up being just sufficient to cover bank costs and office 

expenses such as the cost of telephone calls, faxes and packaging materials 

- That monies in the Spares Fund not be used to subsidise any Centre nor the Club at National 

level. 

- That as regards governance issues, the Spares Fund report to the Club at National level. 

 

The proposal was carried unanimously. 

It was also noted that attempts would be made to persuade Moss-UK to advertise 
in Sabrina, and that the services of the Spares Fund be used to encourage 
owners of Triumph Cars who were not members as yet to join the Club. 
Gino Casieri as Chairman of the Johannesburg Centre recorded that the raffle 
had collected R6 000,00 and that he would recommend to the Johannesburg 
Centre Committee (of which most members were present at the Gathering) that 
the raffle be proceeded with and that the winner be drawn at the dinner dance 
that evening. 
 

9. National Gathering 2010. 

 

Gino Casieri, as Chairman of the Johannesburg Centre recorded that the Centre, 
as hosts of the 2010 Gathering, was in the process of considering various 
venues, each having its particular advantages and disadvantages. 
He undertook to keep members informed of developments. 

The possibility of  using the private homes of members would also be considered. 
 

10. Election of Office Bearers 

 

The following persons were duly elected to the positions shown: 
 

President :                  Alan Grant  (proposed by Gerhard Vorster) 

 

National Chairman :   Gerhard Vorster (proposed by Dennis Cook) 

 

Registrar:                     Nols Pienaar (proposed by Dennis Cook) 
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Sabrina Editor:            Eric Fletcher (proposed by Gerhard Vorster) 

 

Secretary/Treasurer:    Judy Harris (volunteered) 

It was noted that the Sabrina computerised systems were in need of upgrading 
which would cost approximately R6 000,00. 
The meeting recorded its sincere appreciation to Ken Boss who had held the 
position of Sabrina Editor as well as that of Secretary/Treasurer for the past 20 
years, never missing a deadline.  

11. Closure 

 

The Chairman declared the meeting closed. 
 

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SA 
SPARES FUND 
 

Some comments on how the Spares Fund works, and on the accounts for 2009. 

 

The Spares Fund became a national activity at the National Gathering held at Maselspoort, Bloemfontein 

in 2008, whereas before that it was, in essence, a Johannesburg Centre initiative. All the old, slow 

moving stock on hand was sold at reduced prices and what could not be sold was raffled off at 

Maselspoort. Monies thus raised were retained as the core of a “fund”. It was agreed that in future no 

stock would be kept, and that instead, the Club would, from then on, import new spares on demand. It 

was also agreed that any discount the Club received would be passed on to the members importing 

spares – in other words it would be offered to Club members as a service with a near-zero mark-up. This 

arrangement has proved to work quite well, and I receive a steady flow of enquiries about the availability 

and prices of spares. The way in which the Spares Fund currently operates is as follows: Members send 

me a list of part numbers and descriptions. I look up the prices of the parts as per the latest CD provided 

to me by Moss Europe and prepare a quote for the member for his/her confirmation. Once confirmed, I 

place an order on Moss Europe around the middle of each month and use my credit card to pay for the 

spares. The Club has an importer’s number and UPS handles customs clearing for us. When the parts 

arrive, usually within a week, I invoice the individual members who make their various deposits into the 

Club’s account with Nedbank. Parts are generally sent by insured mail to members based at outlying 

Centres. John Roets, who keeps the Spares Fund cheque book, thereafter issues a refund cheque to me so 

that I can settle my credit card statement. In short, we exploit the credit card cycle to our advantage. Our 

efforts to get a credit/debit card in the Club’s name have been unsuccessful, and for the present we 

intend to use the foregoing system, which works very well. In short, if you place an order for spares 

before the middle of the month, you have them by the end of that same month. 

From the un-audited balance sheet and income statement published with this report you will note that the 

sales for the year came to just under R140k. For this I issued 78 invoices ranging from as low as R58,00 

to as high as R40k. In other words, on average about six members imported spares every month. The 

September 2009 consignment arrived slightly late and as a result all payments into and out of the Club’s 

bank account could not go through before the end of that month, hence the relatively high debtors and 

creditors amounts when compared to the previous year. By the time you read this report the collections 

and payments will have been made. In line with the Spares Fund Constitution, I try to make each 

consignment just pay for itself, but you will note that over the past year, after all accounts payable have 

been paid and all outstandings have been collected that the cash position increased by about R4 000,00. 

However, part of this “profit” can be ascribed to R1 660,25 earned by way of interest and a further 

R667,70 is by way of an advance by myself as explained in the accounts. The net real mark-up for the 

year is, therefore, of the order or 1,2%. At this point I am able to use my employer’s internet/email 

facilities, but we may, at some future date, have to consider acquiring Internet facilities for the Club. 

There has never been a better time to rebuild or improve your car: spares are generally available, the 

Club enjoys a good discount structure, there is hardly any mark-up form the Club’s side, the importation 
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system works extremely well and on top of everything, the Rand is strong. I look forward to hearing 

from you. 

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA 

SPARES FUND 

 

Financial Year ending 30 September 2009 

 

BALANCE SHEET  (UNAUDITED 

 

Item                                     30 September 2008           30 September 2009 

 

ASSETS 

 

Stock on hand                                       Nil                                     Nil 

Debtors                                               656,25                           13 312,05 

Bank current account                       6 688,79                             9 521,84 

Bank 48 hour deposit                     20 351,17                           20 351,17 

 

Total                                               27 907,21                           43 185,06 

 

LIABILITIES 

 

Creditors                                              204,90                           12 084,69 

Capital account                               27 702,31                           31 100,37  

 

Total                                                27 907,21                           43 185,06 

 

 

 

Signed………………………    Date…………….. 

 

 

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA 

SPARES FUND 

 

Financial year ending 30 September 2009 

INCOME STATEMENT  (UNAUDITED) 

1 October 2007 to              1 October 2008 to 

 Item                            30 September 2008            30 September 2009 

 

Revenue/sale                    R75 328,32                      R139 753,04 

(including raffle) 

 

Opening stock                        50 675,09                                 Nil 

Plus purchases  

(incl shipping)                       53 972,94                          135 801,49 

Less closing stock  

(see note 2008 accounts)  Nil                                   Nil 

Less adjustments   

(see note 2008 accounts)    42 911,36                                  Nil 

Cost of                                   61 736,67                           135 801,49 

Gross profit                              13 591,65                              3 951,55 

Plus inter                                       875,01                             1 660,25 

Plus un-id                                         Nil                                   270,00 

Plus postage received (see note)     Nil                                   667,70 
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Less admin and bank costs           791,26                                704,64 

Less debt written off                           Nil                                  251,00 

 

Net Profit                                  13 675,40                             5 844,86 

 

Notes: 2008 Accounts : Opening stock value was halved by R25 337,55 at previous year’s AGM. Value 

of stock on hand raffled at Maselspoort was R17 573,81. 

Notes: 2009 Accounts: (1) Paid by Spares Administrator when parcels are sent to members and 

recovered from members. Therefore owing to Spares Administrator, 

and should not be viewed as income. 

(2) Invoices for UPS shipping costs for July (R1 486,26) and for September (R2 603,82) were received 

after year end and have been paid. 

 

 

Signed…………………..          Date…………………. 

 

René de Villiers 

Spares Administrator 

Triumph Sports Car Club of SA 

 

Regional Reports 
 

Bloemfontein 
 

Another year has passed and we are all a year older (and wiser!).  This time of the year is always a busy 

time for most of us, finalizing the things you have been doing during the year, year end functions, getting 

ready for Christmas holidays, and many more. 

Sadly also for many, a time of trying to make ends meet, trying to meet commitments and wondering 

what next year holds in store.  Where will they be this time next year? 

Not much has happened in our club this quarter.  Noggin attendance was very poor.  Only two members 

turned up for a breakfast run.  Still our AGM and Christmas parts are to come!  I hope next year’s 

Nationals will get the club going again, and our members motivated. 

Our club’s deepest sympathies to Dot at the passing of Chris.  We remember him as being one of the 

enthusiastic and hard working organizers of the last Nationals here at Maselspoort.  I remember spending 

a fun-filled day with him and Nols whilst setting up the program for the last Nationals. 

In closing we wish all members and their families a very blessed Christmas, and a new year of fulfilled 

wishes and the Lord’s blessings. 

 

God bless 

Alan 

 

 

Border 
 

It was with great sadness that we heard of the passing of Chris Gibbons. Many of us in East London had 

got to know him very well. He was a true gentleman and indeed a fine Triumphster. Can we ever forget 

his part in the cabaret show at Maselspoort? Our sincere condolences to Dot and family. 

How time flies. It seems just like the other day that we were celebrating and wishing all a merry 

Christmas and here we are with the sound of jingle bells loud in our ears again. Of course the most 

exciting thing about time flying by is that nationals is getting closer and closer. It is not long before we 

all set off on that much awaited journey to the Drakensberg. I can’t wait and am so excited. 
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Sunday the 6th of September was a day spent at the local Loco club of which our Les Cock is a very 

active member.  

Les had is own personal loco out on the day and entertained all and sundry with rides around the 

beautifully laid out railroad at their club. I think I have mentioned before that his locomotive truly is a 

fantastic example. 

On the 3rd of October our ladies organised an outing, which started with drinks, and snacks at the Turner 

residence after which we were led to the Guild Theatre where we were treated to the 80’s show put on by 

Centrestage. Of course Gavin Turner could not attend due to a much more important engagement. He 

flew to Cape Town to take delivery of his Porsche Cayman and probably did low flying home as well. I 

suppose the next news will be that he is chairman of the Porsche club. Good luck with your new baby 

Gavin. Don’t forget to keep the TR3A and TR5 shining. They will still be going long after the Porsche 

has died. The local MG club organised a rally on the 24th of October to which we were invited. Due to 

other commitments and other excuses only three of our members were able to attend. John Williams as 

navigator joined Gavin Turner in his TR5 as his TR7 is awaiting a new steering rack. Ted and Wilna 

Burden sneaked their way into the prizes with their Morris Cooper S. By all reports a very well 

organised event. Thanks to our brothers and sisters at the MG club. MG boys also had a show of cars at 

the East London air show on Saturday 31st October. Three Triumphs were on show with the MG’s. Nan 

Turner TR5, Les Cock TR7 and Louis Greef TR3A. 

Frantic preparations are in progress for our annual concourse to be held on Sunday 22nd of November 

results of which will be in the next issue of Sabrina. 

We from the Border centre wish you and all your families a very merry Christmas and a prosperous 

2010.  

Roll on Drakensberg 

Put some kilometres on and enjoy your Triumph. 

God Bless 

Best regards from all of us in the Border Centre 

 

Cape Town 
 

Since our last report, winter seems to have finally hit the fairest Cape so staying at home seems to be the 

order of the day! After the wonderful morning at the end of July where we had spectacular views 

towards Table Mountain, weekends have been decidedly wet! 

We had a really good Noggin in August with a talk by Les Hayden on his latest projects. Les was the guy 

that used to build the Cobra here in Cape Town, not the best handling of cars but one that certainly went 

fast in a straight line! Les is a qualified engineer so was able to discuss things like chassis designs, roll 

centres (why the E type Jaguar doesn’t corner too well) and many other interesting issues. 

 

 He has many fascinating projects on the go including an 80% full size kit of a Spitfire and a Land Rover 

based on a Nissan bakkie. The design work behind the Spitfire was fascinating and all of us are looking 

forward to the day when we can see it fly. 

Our August month end run was indoors, our annual go carting challenge against the MG club and any 

other takers! The event took the form of a series of heats, the 10 fastest heat times went forward to 2 

semi finals and the 5 fastest competed in the final. Every one was guaranteed at least 2 drives but our 

team found itself without 2 of its star drivers from previous years. William, Neil Cameron’s son, was the 

victim of a road rage incident the previous day and was missing and his brother Sean was in the UK and 

the lure of the pound was too great! Some of the TSCC drivers got a little too competitive in the heats 

and ended up taking themselves out of contention. The semi finals were 6 TSCC and 4 MG drivers, some 

superb racing by our TR3 star, Tim Crawley, could not make a difference and the final was 2 TSCC 

drivers and 3 MG. The start grid for the final was drawn out of the hat, our drivers lost out and started 

from the back of the grid. With very little difference in the carts, even some inventive driving could only 

get Tim Cruise up to second place so for the first time ever we failed to defend our title. A great day was 

had by all and thanks to Tim Cruise for organising it! 

The September Noggin took the form of a talk on shock absorbers by Ian Glass of GT shocks. Ian used 

to be with Gabriel before going on his own and has a great reputation for both designing new and 

rebuilding old shocks. The talk to the form of explain what shock absorbers did and how changes in the 
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rates of damping can make huge differences to the same basic car, for example the Golf 1.6 and the GTi 

share every thing in common except the shocks, what a difference in the drive! He also explained that 

although certain shocks may share the same physical size, because they are designed for differing 

applications they may not have the desired effect when put onto cars like our Triumphs! Not every thing 

is what it seems, for example those who thing lever arm shocks are “old fashioned” ignore the fact that 

all formula one cars use the same set up!! He does a very good repair service and is able to renovate 

worn out shocks to better than new specifications at a fraction of the new price, an interesting evening. 

 

The September month end run was to the Wheels and Whales festival at Hermanus, an old club 

favourite! The weather forecast was not at all promising so when Tom Dougan met everyone at the 

rendezvous point, there were only 6 cars in attendance. We met the team in Hermanus; the only reason it 

wasn’t raining in Hermanus was there was a gale force wind blowing the rain away! We all parked up, 

registered with the organisers before heading into town for a much needed breakfast. Not a whale in 

sight, just an angry sea!  

 

The faithful stayed long enough to satisfy the spectator’s need for value before heading back over the 

mountain to some warmth, any one watching the Province game at Newlands will have seen it was a bit 

wet! Thanks to all for making the effort, the Pastorinos brought their immaculate TR3 over and Adrian 

Morris brought his TR7V8 for a drive, welcome and thanks. 

The October Noggin was a quite affair, just a bring and braai and a chat about all sorts of subjects. The 

month end run was originally going to be to the Worcester show, but changes there meant we ended up 

looking to go down to Struisbaai instead to meet up with Nick and Denise Joubert. Only 3 cars went 

from CT, but the drive via the coast road and the Akkerdisberg pass made up for it in plenty. We met 

Nick and Denise for lunch at the Fox in Napier, what a wonderful place and I am sure this will become a 

regular haunt when we move that way next year. Following Nick in his TR3 down the road to Aghulas 

one appreciated the difference in rides between the 3 and the 6; the road was somewhat undulating! Here 

we caught up with Gordon “plaas jaapie” Waring in his concours LHD TR6, the afternoon was spent 

looking around the area before Denise and Nick treated up to a really wonderful meal at their house 

overlooking our B and B plus the sea. Sunday morning breakfast was sumptuous; a phone call from Nick 

hurried us along, as he was concerned the wind was picking up. He had arranged for us to meet with 

Andrew at a nearby airfield and be taken for a ride in Andrew’s ultralight aircraft. We were taken up one 

by one and treated to a wonderful flight around the bay where we saw 4 sets of whales with calves and 

seals playing in the waves. With the wind picking up the landing was interesting, but a fabulous 

experience and a big thank you to Nick and Andrew for the arrangements. 

We bid farewell at this point to Gordon and Neil and went off via the nature reserve for a bite to eat on 

the beach. The wind was picking up at this point and we found refuge behind a large rock to have our 

cheese and biscuits with a suitable tipple. The residue in our glasses certainly wasn’t due to the quality of 

the wine, more the strength of the wind! The wind increased in strength through the day and night so by 

next morning the rain was horizontal and the wind literally hurricane force. The drive back via 

Hermanus was interesting in the least, a plastic would have battled in these conditions and our TR’s 

certainly were not built for anything like this! At one point it felt as if someone had emptied a bath on us. 

We got home feeling exhausted, but with a huge sense of relief that we had made it. 

The last club event for this report was the inaugural Cape Classic car show organised by the Cape Multi 

Motor club, of which the Cape Town branch is a founder member, at the Parrow rugby club which is 

next to the CMMC clubhouse. Over 1000 cars were on show and initial estimates put the numbers 

through the gate at over 15 000 paying people.  

 

The show was in doubt due to the amount of rain in the previous week, on Saturday the Cape doctor 

came through and dried every thing out at the last minute. There were 24 Triumphs, from TR3s to a TR7 

V8 plus Spitfires, thanks especially to Ronan Sanderson as our CMMC representative, for all the hard 

work that he had put in to make the day such a success. We recruited several new members on the day 

and one of our newest members, Bennit Joubert, brought along his absolutely magnificent TR3A. If this 

car ever makes it to a National gathering it will clean up big time, even for a Gauteng car this is 

immaculate down to the chassis!  

At our AGM the following were elected: -  
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Chairman                          Tom Dougan  021 852 1589 tom.dougan10@gmail.com 

Treasurer/ Membership    Anne Dougan 

Editor                                Jamie Hart      084 220 0082 jamie.hart@kingsley.co.za 

Multi Motor Club                    Ronan Sanderson 

Clubhouse manager             Theo Brand 

Regalia                                  Gideon Snyman 

Committee                             Neil Cameron 

                                              Alan Sheard 

Chris Schultz memorial award Theo Brand 

Des Rudolph trophy                 Tom and Anne Dougan 

Dipstick                                     Dennis Cook (second year running!) 

 

In the meantime have a great one. 

 

Jamie 

  

Johannesburg 
 

It is ironic that for the Christmas issue of Sabrina, I start my report with great sadness at the passing 

away of our vice-chairman, Chris Gibbons after a long illness. Chris was a wonderful person, a great 

friend and a top member of our club. I met Chris about 20 years ago when he joined the Pretoria Centre 

one day at Modderfontein. I think it was a British Sports Car Day being held there, and Chris had a TR3 

then known as “dry” because those were the first three letters on his number plate. He was in the 

motorcar game so cars were always a challenge for him. He never overlooked an opportunity of making 

some money out of the hobby he loved. He restored and sold many cars in his time – too many for me to 

remember – and so was responsible for a lot of Triumphs and other classics being on the road. 

As a club member Chris got very involved in club affairs and always helped to run the club. He lived in 

Johannesburg so later he joined our centre whilst still retaining membership of the Pretoria Centre. In 

fact, Chris was our vice-chairman whilst holding the events organiser’s portfolio of the Pretoria 

committee. No tasks were too much for him.  As chairman I came to rely on his and Dot’s help with club 

matters. Having just finished with organising the accommodation for the last National Gathering, he 

promptly volunteered to do it all again for the coming one. That was his nature – always ready to help, 

and always jumping in the “bull ring”. If I ever had to phone him for help in organising an event, or 

filling in for me, Chris always jumped in and never said no – and I mean NEVER. We will miss Chris, 

and our thoughts and condolences go to Dot and their family for the great loss they have suffered. 

Also very sad is the passing away of Nic Rautenbach, an old member of the Pretoria Centre. Nic was 

involved with classic cars for more years than I could remember. Nic, Judy and I became very good 

friends and shared many a good meal and glass of wine together. Nols has written a eulogy about Nic so 

I won’t repeat it here, save to say that we will miss him greatly, I will miss his humour and fun times 

we’ve had in the club. 

By the time you read this, we will have sorted out the National Gathering accommodation, and the 

additional funds that must be paid by the end of the year. Dot has indicated that she will either continue 

with this or hand it over to another of our members.  We will keep you all informed through your centre 

chairmen. 

In October we had our AGM and the business of running the club was discussed. We reported that all 

was well with club matters and that our funds were in good hands.  Chris of course could not continue as 

vice-chairman and I decided that in respect of him, I would not replace him with anyone. To me Chris 

was irreplaceable. Cliff Turnbull also could not continue as our magazine editor and so Elaine 

Castlemaine was elected to replace him.  Thank you Elaine for doing this for us. I must thank my 

committee for the hard work they have put in over the past year – it is well appreciated by all the 

members, and you DO make a difference. A special thank you to Cliff and Coral Turnbull for the time 

they put in to our newsletter, taking it from a few sheets of paper to a formidable newsletter we are all 

proud of and look forward to receiving. 



 xx 

So after a sad report I bid you all a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year.  Look after yourselves 

over the festive season and we all look forward to a wonderful New Year. 

 

Best Regard from all the members of the  Johannesburg Centre 

 

 
 

KZN 
 

The year 2009 was indeed a very successful year for our centre. We reached the magic figure of more 

than a hundred members and some wonderful new enthusiastic people joined us. 

I will be standing down as editor because it is time for someone else to take over and new people always 

have with new ideas. I started the job as editor in March 2006 and enjoyed it very much.  

Since our last report many great events took place. First on the list was our Annual Show Day and we 

were blessed with the most marvelous weather you can think of. The results will be made known at our 

year end function. 

 

 

 

 

Some of the cars that were entered on Show Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also had a wonderful run to Doornside and once 

again the weather was just perfect. The venue was the 

M.O.T.H Club and Arthur and Elsie Walker organized 

a splendid run. Beers were at club prizes, there was a 

life band and we all had a great day around the braai 

area.  

 

 

 

 

 

Another excellent event was the fun day at the skidpan 

of Toyota. The report is by one of our new members, 

Debbie Tyldesley van der Westhuizen. 

 

Triumphs on The Skid Pan! 

  

The Day finally arrived when we were able to take our cars on the skid pan, the day that we had waited 

for, some with excitement and anticipation and others (such as me) with absolute dread and fear, never 

mind the two cars that needed help to get them going again, before we even got there, one Triumph and 

one MG. 

The intention is to drive carefully in rain on wet roads and here we were going specifically to drive a 

course on a wetted road with orange traffic cones creating obstacles and "garages"  for some of us to skid 

round and round, taillights, headlights, taillights, headlights.  Every little boys dream. 
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We had been invited by the MG Car Club to share the day at the Toyota testing grounds out at Eston.  

My Dave (van der Westhuizen) had had our car up on blocks for a couple of weeks doing 

some modifications and if there was one thing he really was looking forward to was to take our TR3A on 

the pan.  

 So for a good couple of night’s week in and week out he worked late on the vehicle hoping to have it 

ready in time.  But fate had other plans and it was not to be.  Luck had it in for us though, David Blair 

wanted to take his TR7 with, besides his TR6 and so we had the opportunity of driving his TR7 and 

having a chance to chase the course.   

There were altogether 36 cars, 28 from MG and 8 from Triumph.  It was a lovely day besides a bit of a 

southeasterly wind blowing.  The cars were parked in rows and all the girls scattered to the sides with 

chairs, cooler boxes, flasks of tea and a nervous excitement. Terry Murphy, Darryl, Ben and some of the 

guys erected our gazebo and braai and us girls settled in drinking tea, cooldrinks and discussed shopping, 

health, clothes and all the stuff girls are made of.  The guys teamed up together to get a briefing of how 

the course worked from the MG organisers and time keepers and the MG chairman did a trial run first 

and then our two Davids paired up, with David Blair driving and took off to show their stuff, doing 

exactly what they not supposed to do - knocking down a couple of cones and skidding around and 

around beaming from ear to ear with the thrill of almost losing control.  After a number of "test" runs 

they managed to leave the pan and the trials began.   

I caught the sound of a beautiful roar, which settled in to an unmistakable heartbeat.  It was our very own 

Terry Murphy in his red TR7 V8.  Wow what a combination.  I couldn't help myself egging him on to go 

for it and give us a show.  Poor Terry, we 

really put the pressure on.  He took off and 

boy, did he give us a show.   

The car leaped out like a racehorse.  

What a sound, he was cheered on by all the 

MG and Triumph participants, which he 

wasn't even aware of.  The whole ambience 

of the event changed and he made the day.  

 

Darryl Hurter, Johann van Schalkwyk, Peter 

Roostee, son Matthew and John Leonard all 

teamed up in pairs and took off surprising us 

with their excellent times.  It was nice to see 

John putting his car through its paces.   One 

by one Estelle van Schalkwyk and Anne 

Blair joined their men as passengers, loving 

every minute of  it 

David Blair in true fashion couldn't resist the temptation to beat everyone else’s time.  On about his tenth 

run he finally made off in a borrowed 2006 MG TF roadster belonging to Chris Swales of MG Club and 

beat everybody’s time coming in at 1min 53 secs!   

Finally, A TRIUMPH ON THE SKID PAN by our very own Triumph Chairman even though it was in 

a MG! 

Debbie Tyldesley van der Westhuizen 
Photos: Debbie 
Kind regards 

Rudi Venter 

  

Port Elizabeth 

 

Greetings from a very windy and dry but friendly city! Yes, you’ve guessed it, we’ve had our fair share 

of storms over the last few months, roofs blown off, big trees uprooted causing traffic jams and moored, 

damaged, expensive yachts sinking in the harbour! Water has become a very scarce commodity in 

Eastern and Southern Capes with not enough rain falling in our catchments’ areas, with our supply dams 

being 52% and 26% full, respectively. If this does not improve, taking into account the holidaymakers 

over the festive season and the 2010 Soccer World Cup tourists, PE will be without water before October 
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2010 and George already by February! We’ll just have to keep on praying and trust the good Lord to be 

forgiving and to provide. 

Firstly, we would like to express our sincere condolences to Dot and the Gibbons family on the passing 

away of Chris, and trust the good Lord to be with them during these trying and difficult times. Chris will 

be extremely missed at the 2010 Nationals as he always played a critical organising role. 

Our Noggins are still being well attended, averaging close to 20, which is an increase on last year. 

 The highlight of our September Noggin was Frikkie Viljoen arranging a demo Volvo truck, horse only, 

and taking us for a spin. What a breathtaking experience with 440 HP under the proverbial bonnet and 

2200 Nm torque @ 1100-1500 rpm! 

On the events side, we’ve had the fun “drive-thru concourse” at the Victoria Bowling Club on the 22nd of 

August, early afternoon, which 30 people attended. The cars were judged by the MG club on their 

appearance and with our member’s dressed- up according to their car’s 50/60s theme. The challenge was 

also to put up some kind of “acting” to impress the judges! Deon de Kock and his “goose” Yvonne, 

looking and being hilarious, took 1st place and was presented with a 1/34 scale Vaaljapie tractor trophy 

by the MG club!  

Hopefully you’ll 

see the photos in this issue. Heinz and Paula Koncki, all the way from George, took 2nd and Frikkie and 

Caroline Viljoen, 3rd. Lots of laughter and great fun was had with one exception! Heinz forgot that PE 

also has a water shortage and the bar went “dry” and closed early, definitely not to his amusement! 

Heinz was dragged off his chair and under protest was also forced to head “homewards” by 19h00, on a 

Saturday evening, can you believe it!  

This year the traveling supper took a different format, with the decision that the Ladies would be treated 

to “supper-out” at various venues and 23 people attended. On the 26th of September we traveled to Kini 

Bay for sundowners and snacks at 17h00, overlooking the tranquilizing and picturesque bay. Needless to 

say, there was more sherry than snacks and slightly “sozzled” we continued to our 2nd stop, the Elephant 

Walk Restaurant at Cows Corner, where we were served with a light starter. Then we proceeded to the 

city beachfront for our main meal at the Humerail Club along Frikkie’s now infamous 20-30km night 

drive rural route along the coast. Needless to say, the poor illumination of the Triumphs and other 

classics did not help much and we just followed each other’s taillights! Poor Godfrey Gericke, had no 

headlights, as the “pop-ups” on the Porsche 924 didn’t want to pop-up, which resulted in some “off-

roading” along the way! An adventurous outing with a difference and enjoyed by all. PS: We were rather 

thirsty by the time we “eventually” arrived at our main venue! 

On the interclub side, 8 members joined the MG club for a weekend outing, 24-25 October, to the rural 

village of Patensie, in the picturesque Gamtoos Valley and gateway to the popular and beautiful 

Baviaans Kloof  Nature Reserve. We booked-in at the beautifully restored Ripple Lodge/Hotel and after 

an appetising lunch, drove through the citrus orchards, flanked by colourful bougainvilleas and rose 

gardens. The braai that evening, in beautiful surroundings, facilitated much socialising, mingling and 

“karretjie-talk”, whilst quenching our thirst of course! The next morning, Sunday, after a good night’s 

rest, we enjoyed an excellent Gamtoos breakfast at the well-known Tolbos Restaurant before proceeding 

homewards with much reluctance of course!  

 

Our sincere thanks were extended to the organisers and hosts for a lovely and memorable weekend, 

definitely to be done again in the very near future! 

The annual ABSA/SAB Currie Cup Final Run, took place on the 31st of October and for the first time the 

Spitfires, totaling 5, outnumbered the other Triumph makes! Compared to previous years, the number of 

participants decreased, although 4 MGs and 3 vintage cars joined us on the run, as this was also our 

interclub event. The 70km run took us along the country roads on the Western extremes of Madiba Bay. 
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Although Frikkie gave us excellent navigation handouts, we had big fun and laughter as we got “lost” on 

several occasions; no GPS! At “our” clubhouse we enjoyed a mega and delicious hamburger with chips 

prepared by the ladies of the EPVCC and some much appreciated, donated beers, followed by the rugby 

on big screen. As the majority of us supported the Cheetahs, we were very disappointed and had a good 

excuse to drown our sorrows afterwards and immediately switched over to an overpowering “karretjie-

talk!” Deon de Kock’s BRG TR2, or is it Yvonne’s, won the most desired Car-of-the-Day, as judged by 

the EPVCC ladies, with the SAB hamper won by Carl Butlion for predicting the, not so accurate, final 

rugby score. Jimmy Sheard won the raffle hamper, also sponsored by Dunlop.  

Monday evening, the 2nd of November, our Noggin and AGM meetings were combined and 24 members 

signed the attendance register. Most important on the agenda was the election of the 2010 committee 

members as indicated below: 

 
Deon de Kock – Chairman (back 2nd from right) 

(Jon Rademan - Vice Chairman (back 1st left) 

Bob Pretorius – Secretary (back 3rd left) & Fergie Scribe 

Godfrey Gericke – Treasurer (front 1st right) 

Jimmy (back 3rd from right) and Daria Sheard - Club Points Scorers 

Frikkie Viljoen - Events Organiser & Club Liaison (back 1st right) 

Michael Koch – Webmaster (back 2nd left) 

Beyers Vermaak - Spares Coordinator & Sabrina Scribe (front 1st left) 

All positions have been filled by dedicated volunteers showing that the Triumph flag is still flying very 

high in PE! We’re very thankful and grateful to all those sacrificing their personal and family lives, once 

again! Hopefully we’ll have the photo in time for this issue. 

Future events, although not all official Triumph Club outings, includes the following: 

21 November 2009: Historical & Classic Car Racing at Aldo Scribante racetrack in PE. 

21 November 2009: Our Annual Awards and Dinner Evening at the German Club. 

07 December 2009: Last Monthly Noggin Evening. 

01 February 2010: First Monthly Noggin Evening. 

13-14 February 2010: Annual George Motor Show. 

28 February 2010: EPVCC Interclub Bring-and-Braai & Car Exhibition at their clubhouse. 

20 March 2010: Our Annual Concourse at the German Club. 

23-27 April 2010: Triumph National Gathering at Drakensville Resort. 

On the news front, it was agreed that the 2012 Triumph National Gathering would be a joint venture 

between the Border and PE centres. The PE members to serve on the organising committee will be 

elected at the next Noggin evening on 7 December 2009. It is envisaged that the full committee will meet 

late January 2010 in Port Alfred. 
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Some PE members indicated their interest in attending the 2010 George Motor Show, the best motor 

show in the Southern and Eastern Cape regions, which is very similar to the annual Pretoria Old Motor 

Club Show in Pretoria, and not to be missed by serious vintage and classic motoring enthusiasts! The 

Cape Town centre has also shown keen interest and wants Heinz Koncki to arrange a Triumph stand. I’m 

sure that the normally enthusiastic members from Border centre will join us as well, how about it 

Border??? 

On the motoring front, we’ve very sadly lost a few Triumphs. Deon de Kock sold his red Spitfire Mk4 to 

someone local who didn’t know the difference between a Spitfire, a TR4, or GT6 and any other 

Triumphs for that matter! Hopefully he’ll join the club. Bob Pretorius sold his immaculate TR3, 4 years 

of blood, sweat and tears, to an overseas customer, via Frost Bros in Knysna, and is on its way to 

Austria. Mike Koch sold Lorinda’s immaculate blue Spitfire Mk3 to a family member in Bloemfontein. 

At our local Concours, it achieved Gold in the d’état, with a percentage of 96,1. So, watch out BFN 

you’ve got a serious competitor right on your doorstep! Rob Elliott sold his life long lover of the past 30 

years, a TR2, to Dave Alexander of Cape Town, including a truckload of spares! If my information is 

correct, the TR2 will soon be seen on the racing tracks of SA, competing in the Historical & Classic car 

races. 

In the garage, poor Heinz and Paula Koncki spent a nice weekend away in Calitzdorp and on their way 

back home, past Riversdale, a radiator hose came off and messed up the engine bay of the concourse 

winning TR4A. Unfortunately that’s not all, the engine is now rattling but still running and he suspects 

the rings to have collapsed! Is there anyone out there that can urgently assist him in sourcing standard 

pistons, locally? With the TR2 sold, Rob can now focus on getting his TR7 repaired and ready for 

events. Bob with the TR3 sold is busy preparing his yellow Mk4 Spitfire for Drakensville, so watch out 

fellow competitors! Bob replaced the TR3 with a beautiful silver “Triumph Z3” yes, it’s a BMW but 

who cares as BMW currently owns the Triumph marque logo and trade name! Jon Rademan is still 

battling with the electronics on his black TR7 Spider, trying to get it ready for the 2010 Nationals?? 

 

 

 

That’s all for now folks! From all of us at the PE centre, may you have a blessed Christmas and a very 

happy Triumph Fun-Filled New Year! Should you be traveling over the festive season, please drive 

safely and return home in one piece to enjoy your Triumph in 2010! 

Kind Regards, 

Beyers Vermaak: PE Centre. 

 

Pretoria 
 

In the new South Africa ‘transformation’ is a buzzword. Not even our weather patterns seem to 

escape the ramifications. We experienced the coldest winter in more than a decade this year and 

baked in temperatures in excess of 30 degrees in October. As I sit here, typing this report, I am 

wearing sweater because it is 16 degrees in Pretoria, and can you believe it, it is the second half 

of November!  

Fortunately the biennial combined Jo’burg-Pretoria concours (we have the event in the odd year 

between nationals) was held during September and the weather was marvelous. Pretoria 

contributed 21 Triumphs to the total number of 36 cars on exhibition. Fortunately only 19 

Triumphs combined were entered in the concours, so adjudication was completed well before the 

very nice braai we enjoyed on the day. Our members came away with 10 out of 18 medals 

awarded on the day that included 2 gold, 5 silver and 3 bronze. Thank you to our Jo’burg friends 

who hosted a well-oiled and enjoyable event.  

Usually the MG Car Club (Northern Centre) hosts the annual Jacaranda Run through those parts 

of Pretoria that is best adorned by the purple splendour of the city’s famous trees during October. 

Well, this year we organized and hosted the event because our MG friends had a weekend away 

the week before. It was therefore rather odd to invite them as our guests on ‘their’ run, but we 

had a good turnout and were also supported by some of our Triumph compatriots from south of 

the Jukskei (Jo’burg). Bill Flynn arranged for us to end the run at the Smuts Museum in Irene 

where the Pretoria Old Motor Club had a gathering and the Studebaker Club of SA presented 
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their concours. Bill Sales provided this most enjoyable classic car day’s cherry on top when we 

enjoyed the ‘fruits’ of a very special braai contraption the day before. What is a club without a 

‘Bill’?   

The month of November started on a very sad note when two of the stalwarts of our club passed 

away within one day of one another: Nic Rautenbach on the 4th and Chris Gibbons on the 5th. 

Never in the history of our club have we had to endure such a terrible loss. 

 

Nic Rautenbach joined as local member 28 (national member 462) in April 1981, two months 

after the Pretoria centre was started, and was therefore a member for 28 years and 6 months. Nic 

served as chairman in 1984 and 1985 and was also editor of our newsletter for many years. He 

and Judy made huge contributions to our club over many years and we enjoyed some of our very 

best functions at their restaurant, Georgina’s, where we were treated to Judy’s magnificent 

French cuisine. We shall miss the most interesting and regular stories from Nic’s pen and 

Rosemary, the red lhd 1500 Spitfire that Nic drove for the last 20 years. Our thoughts and prayers 

are with Judy, Francois, Charl and their respective families.  

Chris Gibbons joined the Pretoria centre as local member 107 (national 1207) in September 1988 

and soon proved to be one of our most enthusiastic and enterprising members (see my obituary 

elsewhere in this issue). As events organizer and chairman during many occasions Chris was 

responsible for a great many events, whether local or national and his untimely death is an 

unspeakable loss, not only to us, but to the Jo’burg centre too of which he also became a member 

in later years. Being involved in the organization of the last three national gatherings the Pretoria 

Centre hosted, the entire TSCC of SA benefited from Chris’s tremendous input. In fact, Chris and 

Dot were once again responsible for accommodation at the 2010 nationals at the time of his 

untimely death. Our most sincere thoughts and prayers go with Dot, their children Kit, Laura and 

Kathleen and their families.  

We are looking forward to our year-end function on Sunday, 22nd November, an event with a 

difference. We will be joining Friends of the Rail on the steam train ride to Cullinan and back. 

We decided to have a picnic at the interesting village best known for the Premier diamond mine 

while the train will be stationary over there for four hours before returning to Pretoria. In the 

meantime I want to congratulate the recipients of the various trophies and awards during our 

closing function. Their names will be published in the next Pretoria report. 

At our AGM in October all members of the outgoing committee got re-elected for another year: 

Nols Pienaar (chair), Engela van Vuuren (secretary/treasurer), Dave Harris (events and 

competitions manager) Bill and Helen Flynn (newsletter editors), Jaco van Vuuren (regalia 

officer), and Marius Labuschagne (points scorer). Johan Retief fortunately agreed to stay on as 

house captain for the Michelotti House, while the following three new house captains were 

elected: 

Willem Odendaal (Side Screens), Bill Sales (Amasevens), and Marko Claassen (Spitfire Plus). 

 

We welcome the following new members: Andre Joubert (TR5), Fanie Wasserman (TR3), and 

Branden Hart (Spitfire). We trust that they will have a long and happy association with the 

Triumph fraternity in the Pretoria area. 

 

In closing it is my wish that all members and readers will enjoy a very happy Christmas and a 

prosperous new year. Groetnis. 

 

Nols Pienaar     

 

samca report - 2009 
 

SAMCA, has had another year of challenges in 2009, this can be a good thing as I feel that the interest of 

all the Marque Clubs are now being put first, more than ever 

*SAMCA/Alexander Forbes  INSURANCE POLICY has been introduced. 

• 15% Salvage Clause - * 1% premium for cars 20yrs old - * No tracking devices required  

• Valuations every 2 yrs - *5000km pa usage - * Fire extinguisher required  
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*Web Site up and running –  

*Safety & Sports Bill – no further feedback arisen – SAMCA & SAVVA have submitted a Draft Bill. 

The State   Attorney indicated that this Bill would be “watered down” in Public interest for tabling at the 

Parliamentary Portfolio Committee. 

*LHD Vehicles - Will be allowed to be Registered Roadworthy and transferred if bought before 25 July 

2004.  The main concern has been to stop import of LHD from neighbouring countries in the form of 

busses and trucks. MEC’s from each Province are having their own say –  

*Regional Centres – hoping to have SAMCA representatives in Cape Town – Port Elizabeth – Durban 

made up by representative from all Marque Car Clubs. 

*Events:     Angela’s Picnic Sunday 4th April 2010  Vaal Run 10th January 2010 

*Classic Car Magazine – Made a fantastic come back with SAMCA members receiving a discounted 

rate. 

Above is a brief run through what SAMCA has been involved in during 2009. 

 

Lastly have a very blessed Christmas, and drive safely, here’s looking forward to a bumper 2010 

 

Regards 

Wendy 

 

 

    From the bookshelf.  
 

In September’s Sabrina I stated that the grass is not necessarily greener on the other side and if to 

support that statement, the October issue of  

“ Classic & Sports Car” has an article entitled “ Classic thefts are on the rise”. It states that the UK 

market is being flooded with stolen classics with one dealer reporting 3 cars stolen from his premises in 

one week in July.  

The Insurance broker “Footman James” has seen a 32% increase in claims in June alone. 

Owners are recommending that if the car is used in the day it should be parked where you can see it & 

put its roof up. It should not be left in your driveway but preferably in a secure garage.  

Does this mean that we here in SA are slipping down the car theft league table? 

 

“Classics Monthly” in its September issue details the seven year rebuild of aTR2 which takes up 6 

pages & is illustrated in usual Classics Monthly fashion. If that was not enough it then devotes a further 

6 colour pages to the GT6 closing with the comment that GT6 prices are rising and a more wise 

investment would be hard to find.  

Come October & we get a main 14 page feature on “Triumph Engine Rebuild”. This is essentially for the 

6 cylinder engines of GT6, Vitesse, 2000, 2500,TR5 and TR6 but states that the same principles for the 4 

cylinder Herald, Spitfire, Dolomite (but no Sprint) & Toledo. 

There is a fascinating read in the November issue about the rebuild of a Herald Hatchback. This unique 

car was built in Canley around 1964/5 as a 1200 saloon & then shipped to Michelotti’s in Turin. There it 

became used as a styling exercise and converted to a hatchback. This explains why it is unsymetrically 

styled with the left hand side differing from that of the right. 

Also in this issue learn about the Dynalite alternator, which looks identical to your TR’s Dynamo. 

 
To have read or not to have read that is 
the Question? 
 

As mentioned in my Editorial there have been in the last two Sabrina’s two most amazing revelations 

regarding Triumph history. Now since no one called these statements to account I must either accept that 

everyone read and believed them or that no one actually read them. 
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So here is your second chance. 

In the June edition of Sabrina in “From the Bookshelf” mention is made of an article in the April edition 

of TRaction of Monty Banks’s performances as an anonymous 12th member of the Triumph team 

between 1954 & 1960. Bill Piggott penned the article by the way but the question is it TRUE or FALSE? 

Septembers Sabrina detailed the narrow bodied slim Bermuda spec TR7. This formed part of the “What 

you see may not be what you get” section. The information was also taken from Traction’s April edition, 

but again the question is it TRUE or FALSE? 

 

OF COURSE it’s CONCOURS 
 

Recently by virtue of comments in some of your monthly newsletters & the letters reproduced below 

there is an element of dissatisfaction concerning our Concours system. 

Now I do not wish to take sides in the various arguments but rather to act as a facilitator. After all the 

voices of dissent may be a minority who prove the rule that he who shouts loudest will be heard. I am 

therefore going to give space to those voices and in order to stir the pot will outline rules pertaining to 

Concours drawn from several TRIUMPH clubs around the world. By this means I hope that the silent 

majority can also be heard courtesy of the March issue of Sabrina.  

If this subject is really the issue that some members make out then the debate can continue at the 

Nationals. For that reason I have asked our Chairman to include it on the Agenda of the AGM. 

So let the fun begin. 

Mike Napoli starts the debate as follows: - 

“In my humble opinion Concours events have become their own worst enemy.  

Why has this happened? Very simple, concours events are no longer held to assist people in 

preserving/maintaining their cars; they have become competitions to decide whose car is the "best."  

Whether such a car was put together by an individual using the skills available to him / herself or 

whether is it was a cheque book restoration done at the behest of and enormous cost to the owner by 

specialists in the field is immaterial.  

At a time when cars were worth nothing and were being scrapped because they had no resale value of 

note enthusiasts combined with the intention of helping owners preserve, maintain and improve their 

cars to a standard approaching factory original (d'Etat) or customized/modified to suit their own personal 

preferences (elegance). 

That intention has long since been replaced by a win at all costs mentality pervading modern concours 

events that is not limited to any one marque club.  

It is this very sense of win at all costs that instead of harbouring a spirit of camaraderie amongst people 

with like minded interests achieves the opposite effect with people being polarised instead of united, 

people leaving gatherings ahead of schedule because of poor concours judging /results, (the merits or 

otherwise of which will not be debated here) and in an extreme case even lead to one of the judges 

"fiddling" the score sheets in order to get his cars favorably placed ahead of their competitors!!  

And that's not all, and then you get the guys playing the system. I well recall a national gathering a few 

years ago where a local spitfire was entered in the d'Elegance category. Once all the concourse cars were 

in the arena the owners noticed that only 2 spits had been entered in d'Etat. They quickly switched their 

entry to d'Etat and despite having wide rimmed wheels, wooden steering wheel, electric radiator fan etc 

etc they proudly (?) finished 3rd--a fact that was widely advertised when the car was put up for sale a 

few months later!!! 

And let’s not just blame people--regional centres are just as guilty. Again I am reminded of an incident 

during a national gathering where 2 TR7's were entered in d'Etat. In order to achieve points a centre 

urged one of its  

members to enter an additional TR 7 that could justifiably be described as diabolical. Despite the written 

recommendations of the 2 judges (of which I was one) that the car should not be placed (3rd)--guess 

what?? Yep it  

was placed 3rd and even received a prize!!  

Despite the negativity of the above tirade I do still believe that concours events, properly administered, 

are useful  

for preserving and improving the marque. So let me end of with some positive suggestions  
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1) Scrap the winner takes all trophies and revert to the medal system (Bronze, silver, gold) The trophy 

hunters might hate it but stuff them. The purpose of concours should be for the betterment and continued 

preservation of the vehicles and not a reward for the individual.  

2) It is no use whining if your side screen re build, complete with Ford rack and pinion steering 

components, high torque Japanese starter motor, chicane overdrive gearbox, golf radiator and BMW 

brake calipers is refused entry in the d'Etat class. If you have an apple, do not enter it into a competition 

for the best pear.  

3) Ideally cars should be "screened" by the centres prior to being allowed to enter a national concourse 

and cars, which are so obviously NOT d’Etat, should not be allowed to enter such category. In those 

instances  

where screening is not possible (such as a rebuild not yet ready at the time of screening) on the judgment 

day judges should simply disqualify cars that are incorrectly entered in the d'Etat category 

4) Centre's also have a responsibility to ensure that the score sheets revert to the car owners after judging 

has been concluded in order that they can ascertain what the shortcomings are--perhaps a silver medalist 

missed gold because of something relatively simple that is easily rectified.  

5) A post mortem noggin where score sheets are discussed with the owners together with their cars can 

but only assist in improving the standard of cars.  

6) If there HAS to be an overall winner let the participants at the gathering vote what car they consider to 

be the 'best" on display  

At the end of the day you do not need a bunch of anoraks with score  

sheets to decide on the "best" or most desirable" car at Concours 

enthusiasts can do that. “ 

 

Jamie Hart comments thus 

“It was great to hear from Bob Pretorius from the P E centre who was looking for scoring sheets for a 

pride of ownership competition they are hoping to run in August. The concept still needs some panel 

beating, but seemed to be popular at the Jaguar concours in February. I still have a huge problem with 

the way our concours scoring works as cars that have had sensible modifications made to them to allow 

for driving in modern road conditions are at a severe disadvantage to “original” cars with outdated 

technology. I can think of several cars that were high ranking d’Etat vehicles in their heyday that I would 

not trust to get me around the block at present. I would welcome discussion from all centres so that the 

concours competition becomes relevant for 2009 conditions. “ 

 
Dennis Cook sends this plea from Saudi Arabia 

I have long known that Jamie has been disgruntled about club concours. This is a topic that can launch 

1000 arguments and keep our members up late at night at national gatherings arguing over a few beers 

but it is, and always has been, a part of the classic car scene and part of the Triumph Sports Car Club. It 

seems that Jamie’s complaint concerns updating of the technology of his car. Firstly I would point out 

that when you enter a competition, play a game or what ever, you should determine what the rules are. 

Ever since I joined the club there have always been two different categories of concours- d’ Etat and d’ 

Elegance. One should be familiar with these rules because complaining that you are disadvantaged in d’ 

Etat by applying modern technology that makes your car easier to drive is a little like the Western 

province rugby team complaining that they should be allowed to pass the ball forward as it makes the 

game easier to play and win.  

Wikipedia says this about Concours: 

 

A Concours d'Elegance (from French meaning a competition of elegance) dates back to 17th Century 

French aristocracy, who paraded horse-drawn carriages in the parks of Paris during summer weekends 

and holidays. Over time, carriages became horseless and the gatherings became a competition among 

automobile owners to be judged on the appearance of their automobiles. (Note - Appearance)  

 

Concours d’ Etat; on the other hand judges cars in such a way to encourage the preservation of the cars 

in a condition that adheres to the intentions of the original designers. Restorers strive to bring the cars 

back to a condition as close as possible to the original in order to preserve a piece of motoring history. 

Concours d’ Etat undoubtedly helps to improve the quality of our cars, it gives guidance to those who 

own and care for them and sets standards towards which restorers can aim. But there the real fun begins; 
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particularly for the South African assembled sidescreens, assembled side by side with a whole range of 

British and American cars, sharing paint booths, and common electrical and other parts bins. Our judges 

tend to rely upon the British historians and judge authenticity accordingly. Much of what we would like 

to know was never written down on the production line. Even worse, these cars were hand-assembled by 

workmen who had production schedules to meet, so they didn't always adhere to standards. 

Correspondence over the years with the then Production manager of Motor assemblies in Durban 

confirms that cars were often assembled with whatever was available and painted with the colour of the 

day. Accept the fact that you will differ occasionally from the judges; but I have personally learnt a great 

deal about both my TR3A and TR6 by participating in this category of concours. I have previously 

written on the matter of originality and stated a preference that we should talk about authenticity -- that is 

making the vehicle as close as possible in every respect to the way it left the factory. Anyone who 

participates in this category should understand that a rack and pinion steering, lightweight starter motor, 

headlamp flasher on the steering column of a sidescreen car is bound to score badly in authenticity. 

Seriously; one can hardly imagine allowing, say, a TR3 bodied car with a Honda V-Tech engine and 4 

wheel disc brakes to be a winner in d’ Etat- a better car it may be and more suited to modern road 

conditions but it cannot remotely reflect the original standard of car.  

Now there is another category which provides for those who have decided to modernise and upgrade 

their cars; and that of course is the d' Elegance category. In this category all cars of any age and type can 

compete fairly against each other, as it is the aspects of condition and cleanliness that are being judged. 

Originality or authenticity of the vehicle is not an issue and if a car is well presented it can compete 

fairly against any other- even a non Triumph. Any owner should be free to create the car that he feels 

comfortable to drive and which meets his standard and if there are substantial modifications to the 

original, can participate equally with other cars in this category where originality or authenticity is not 

considered at all, without feeling unfairly judged.  

One of the most active clubs in the United States is the Vintage Triumph Register, and in pursuit of an 

answer to the dissatisfaction of people who are disgruntled at Concours judging, I researched their rules 

about Concours, and found that they had all bases covered, making provision for all. (These US VTR 
rules are included further on ED) 
I honestly believe that there is a place for Concours d’ Etat and that it has played a significant role, not 

only in our club, but in the whole classic car movement, in keeping alive interesting motoring history 

and in upgrading the standard of restored motor cars; anyone who attends a National gathering can attest 

this in the ever improving standard of cars exhibited. I believe that the club would be poorer should we 

decide to abandon this category simply to placate those who, for whatever reason, have been unhappy 

with the judging or with their particular results. I also believe that the d’ Elegance category gives ample 

scope for those who wish to exhibit a clean; well prepared and turned out car with out being too bothered 

about the authenticity.  

My own view is that the Cape Town Centre is the poorer for not encouraging and facilitating the holding 

an annual Concours for its members. 

Cheers- Dennis  

 

From Rene de Villiers we get the following comments: - 

 

The perennial question of Concours standards and judging is stirring emotions at the southern tip of 

Africa. Clearly, the natives are restless. This time it is sporting a somewhat modern jacket in that there is 

an appeal for the Concours system to be reviewed to make it more applicable to the 21st century. A sort 

of “outcomes based” system aimed at the masses where anything goes, nobody loses and everyone wins 

a prize. This is, of course, not the first time that this issue is raised, and will probably not be the last time 

either. It normally pops up when someone who has put in some effort into a car discovers that it is not 

quite up to the mark. Let’s keep it simple: Concours d’Etat refers to the state of the car (and its tools) 

when it first stood on the dealer’s floor. This means it must be clean, and with or without period factory 

approved optional extras. Mileage is immaterial.  Concours d’Elegance refers to how pretty the car is, 

and is sometimes combined with owners dressing up in period dress to complement their vehicle. These 

are two different competitions with different sets of rules. Of the two, a d’Etat car is clearly the more 

valuable because the standards are set and simple and let’s face it, they are hard to achieve. Apparently 

in some parts of the USA, cars compete in four classes. My reading of this is that their Showroom Stock 

Class is our d’Etat, their Modified Class equates to what we know as street rods, their Prepared Class 
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looks as if it is reserved for guys (and dolls – lest I be accused of being a sexist) who race their cars and 

their Touring Class is what we know as the d’Elegance class, which, at a pinch, could perhaps be 

combined with the Modified Class. The Prepared class guys (and dolls) will find themselves facing Race 

Track Marshals and the Clerk of the Course with their own sets of rules, which cannot be the subject of 

this discussion. So, in the final analysis, we find ourselves back at the two classes I referred to at the 

outset. Sure, it could have happened that a locally assembled car was painted the colour of the day, or 

that parts from a local parts bin found its way into such a locally assembled car. The standard (if I may 

be forgiven the pun), however, remains the UK assembled car. When it comes to side screen cars, there 

are plenty original factory manuals and parts books and period Brooklands books floating around which 

make it possible for the serious d’Etat restorer to see what is required to get his/her car up to the mark. If, 

on the other hand, you have a local period publication which backs up what you have in and on your car, 

a concourse judge will give you the benefit of the doubt. Similarly, as regards USA cars that may find 

their way to South Africa I say, bring on your original USA manual and convince the judge that the bits 

on your car are original. A d’Etat judge presented with proof by way of a period publication will always 

give a competitor the benefit of the doubt.  

When it comes to value, clearly this is something that the willing buyer, willing seller determine between 

them. However, as I state above, of all the classes the d’Etat car is, by and large the most valuable of the 

lot. In May 2009 at an RM/Sotheby’s auction a 1957 Ferrari 250 Testa Rossa was sold for more than 9 

million Euros (that is about R126 million). A telling comment in the August 2009 issue of Thoroughbred 

and Classic Cars which reported on the sale is following: “It was reunited with its original engine in the 

Seventies…” and later on in the same article it comments on another record sale as follows: “…for a 

1960 example with all-important matching engine and chassis numbers…”. Ask yourself just one simple 

question: If the Testa Rossa had been recently fitted with a paddle shift gearbox which could be 

described as a sensible modification for modern road conditions, would it have been sold for 9 bar? I rest 

my case, but would like to quote a few examples of what I mean what I say about d’Etat cars and why 

they are the most valuable. Before doing so, I must just add that by law we have all been obliged to fit 

seat belts to post 1963 cars (it amuses me that kombi-taxis are exempt), and direction indicators/flickers. 

These are legal requirements aimed at making cars roadworthy and do not detract from a car’s d’Etat 

status. Even if fitted to pre- ’63 cars a judge could be persuaded not to deduct points. But the retention of 

a solid one-piece steering column does not make a car un-roadworthy. Lets hope, however, that we will 

never be obliged to fit airbags. Mathematically, the d’Etat car must always score higher than the 

d’Elegance car for the simple reason that the scoring sheet for the former has more categories than the 

latter. Comparing raw scores is, therefore, the same as comparing apples with pears and nonsensical. 

Expressed as a percentage, though, both cars could have the same final “score”. But why do I go on 

about it that a d’Etat car is more valuable than the d’Elegance car? Let’s consider a few random 

examples. Chromed cheese head screws in the tail lights of a TR2/3/3A look pretty, but they are not 

correct, and the owner who goes to the trouble of finding the correct, slightly domed machine screws 

should be rewarded for his/her efforts. A six bolt back axle with tapered side shafts is a far superior item 

to the original four bolt back axle of a TR2/early TR3 with splined side shafts. But the owner who has 

the correct item fitted and who drives just that bit more carefully so as not to twist off a side shaft should 

be rewarded for his/her effort. On a personal note, my car is fitted with non-standard chromed “Smiths” 

rims from the 1960’s. They are straight and are perfectly round. They are stronger and better than the 

original pressed rims and superior to the standard 48 spoke wheels my car should have. It’s my choice to 

have them, but I know that the owner who goes to the effort of getting and using the correct 48’s should 

out-score me. Then there is the matter of originality and authenticity that keeps on cropping up, and I 

have some difficulty in understanding people who do not seem to be able to grasp the difference. No one 

could or should possibly have original tyres on their car. But the owner who goes to the effort of getting 

period Michelin’s should and must score more than the one who just puts the most affordable far-East 

replacements on his/her car. No one can have the original battery, but the owner who goes to the trouble 

of having a battery made up in a period casing should and must score more than the owner who buys a 

Sabat battery from the service station on the corner. If one should decide that (square) engine mountings 

of a TR4A are a superior item to the correct (round) engine mountings for your TR4 you must expect to 

lose points compared to the person who has the correct item fitted to his/her car. And if the judge does 

not know the difference, he/she should be educated accordingly. Original items are frequently more worn 

than new items and that owner will lose points in the “condition” category of the scoring sheet. But the 

originality category should and does outweigh the condition category. I could go on and on, but will 
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close with one more example: will the judges at the Pebble Beach Concourse in California allow a 

Model T Ford with a steering damper (much safer) and electronic ignition (much more convenient and 

vastly more reliable) to even enter into the competition? Of course you can fit these things to your “T” to 

do away with outdated technology from their heyday, but then you are competing in a different 

competition with different rules.  

Now that the hard truth is out there, I hope we can have a bit of peace and quiet around here. 

 

Regards 

René de Villiers 

 

And from Nols Pienaar  
Concours a topic that has generated as much debate in the Triumph Club as it has in other similar clubs 

lately 

Note that I am using the original French word rather than the incorrect English ‘concourse’. The latter 

refers to a large room in a public building, and not a ‘gathering of people’ or a ‘competitive examination’ 

that is denoted by the French word, concours. 

 

It appears that many club members feel negative about the type of ‘competitive examination’, they and 

their cars have been subjected to, whether it is in the d’Etat or    d’ Elegance category. Other members, 

on the other hand, have a positive association with the concours tradition in the club. I belong to the 

latter category and feel that a concours, if applied correctly, is an important tool in service of reaching 

the objectives or ethos of our club that stands for the preservation of the Triumph marque.  

Some members have entered their cars in a concours in good faith and in anticipation of scoring gold 

medal plus points or even winning after polishing their cars with great effort or even fitting brand new 

low profile tyres on shiny wide mag wheels. When the result came they were not only disappointed but 

also some were so furious of being ‘robbed’ that they swore not to enter a concours ever again. They 

belong to the lobby in the club who want a concours to scrapped from all club activities. 

Other members, on the other hand, approached their poor results as a challenge to do better next time. 

They analysed their score sheets, consulted the judges afterwards, or even approached knowledgeable 

club members to advise them on the correct part in pursuit of originality or authenticity, or the proper 

way to clean their cars and not to overlook the dirt under the wheel arches. At the next concours they 

won the trophy for the most improved car while the bronze medal became gold two years later. These are 

the people who used the concours as an invaluable aid in improving their cars in pursuit of the objectives 

of the club. In this way the club and the opportunities it provided was instrumental in increasing the 

value of the member’s investment in terms of his classic car as well as in terms of pride of ownership. 

Having said this, however, I feel that there are two major concours flaws that lead to dissatisfaction, 

unhappiness and even a bitter taste among those members for whom participation in the competition was 

an unpleasant experience. First, many entrants overestimated the proper cleanliness, condition and 

originality of their cars, especially at their very first concours. Their level of preparation was insufficient 

and if club committees or events managers do not advise or help prospective entrants on the matter 

before a concourse they encourage members to enter, they carry part of the blame. 

There is also a more serious flaw and this one is perhaps the most contentious and source of most 

unhappiness: inexperienced judges who are not equipped to adjudicate the cars entrusted to them 

properly. When the concours organizers literally ‘let loose’ inexperienced adjudicators on unsuspecting 

members entering their cars in good faith the scene is set for conflict and alienation that may become 

lasting. Too many times have I seen judges subtract 30 percent for one tiny blade of grass, one 

microscopic drop of oil and one spec of dust for an engine compartment that on overall appearance is 95 

percent clean.  

 

Sometimes the wind has blown a spec of dust and two little blades of grass on to the carpets of a car 

being judged and the victim gets 60 percent for the interior that is otherwise immaculately clean. These 

practices are mean if not cruel, to say the least. If members are being subjected to this kind of experience 

they cannot be blamed for becoming alienated. 

How can we eliminate such practices in future? The only way is to try and establish a panel of 

experienced and knowledgeable judges through training that can act as the regular adjudicators on a 

continuous basis where possible. A main source of the problem is that judges have to be canvassed on 
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the day of the concours to perform duties they have not done before without training or any brief on what 

to do and what not. Over here in Gauteng the two clubs have between them over the years been able to 

get together knowledgeable members to act as judges in the authenticity/originality section of the various 

classes of Triumphs. However, it is far from perfect but a step in the right direction. On the cleanliness 

and condition section, however, a new set, if not inexperienced people, is nominated at every concours. 

It is extremely difficult to maintain the same standards under such circumstances and to guarantee that 

justice will be done in adjudication. In such instances the whole objective of the exercise, namely to 

encourage people to experience the benefits of a concours in the greater scheme of things is being 

undermined. 

I therefore propose that the TSCC of SA and its regional centres start to train a panel of people to 

adjudicate properly. If this means that judges have to be borrowed from other larger clubs who 

have such panels of judges in place, especially in terms of cleanliness and condition, it must be 

done because such sections to be judged are not specific but generic. I think the matter should be 

placed on the agenda for discussion at he BGM next year. I am available to help where I can in 

this matter because we can no longer afford concours competitions that become sources of 

conflict and unhappiness rather than being instruments that promote the ethos of the club. 

Thank you.  

 

Nols Pienaar      

  

It is time now to take a look at some of the overseas Triumph Club’s rules. The first thing to note is that 

they nearly all have written rules which are available on their web sites. In contrast I do not believe that 

we have any written rules. If we do those that say so have yet to produce them. 

Lets start with the UK & the Triumph Sports Six Club. 
Their 2009 rules begin by saying that all entrants must be current members of the club and their cars 

must be road legal, taxed & insured & driven to the event. 
There are 3 classes open to all models namely: - 

Modified for cars that are substantially modified from standard specification (ie Nissan Spitfires). Cars 

are judged on degree of modification & engineering standard. They should not be concours condition. 

Cruised & Used Cars must have covered a minimum of 2,500 miles (say 4000km) in the preceding 

year, proof required in the UK case MOT certificate. 

Unrestored For cars that have had no restoration work only routine repairs & maintenance. 

Car of the Show The premier award with the winner selected from all entered cars. 
Master Class Car of the Show and winners of each model in class plus Master Class from previous 

two years. 

 

Amazingly simplistic & I can see that one raising some heated discussion. 

So lets take a look at our American friends. 

The Vintage Triumph Register has perhaps the most comprehensive set of rules that I have found. 

In its preamble it refers to the large number of branches around the USA & because of the growing 

interest in Concours the need to have one set of rules so that there is standardisation. 

That said it points out that it is the responsibility of each participant to be familiar with the rules. 

The next one is of interest in that it requires each Branch to pre register its clubs entrants in order to 

assist the host club with its organisation. 

Now so comprehensive are these rules that I must include them virtually verbatim. 

The following are the minimum standard Classes and include classes for each model (even down to 2,3, 

3A, 3B etc). 

Showroom Stock Classes The standard is the way the Triumph appeared & functioned when it left 

the dealer showroom as new, whether it is original or restored. 

Modified Classes If there is a major component change i.e. engine or multiple (2 or more) minor 

component changes, multiple body or trim modifications then the two classes below apply. 

Modified Touring An original or restored car with modern equipment for touring which do not alter 

the driving character but enhance its reliability & ease of maintenance. Common Mods for eligibility are 

wheels,  

tyres, exhaust, ignition, alternator, air cleaners, valve covers, electric fans, paint colours, soft tops, 

suspension,  steering wheels,  seat belts, dash boards and stereo system. 
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Modified Prepared An original or restored car with performance mods by modifying any major 

component 

Nt. This would include performance ignition system, fuel system, transmission conversions, major 

interior, suspension or body alterations. 

Senior Class Any car that has won one (1) First Place Award in Concours, MAY enter Senior Class. 

After two (2) First Place Awards it MUST enter Senior Class for the next FOUR National Conventions. 

Senior Class will be judged against score sheet only. A score of 350 points or better is required to 

achieve a Senior Award. 

Judging System & Awards. A 400 point system will be used with points deducted for deviation 

from standard. Minimum Points for award of trophies regardless of the number of cars in a class will be 

1st 350, 2nd 300, 3rd 250. 

The Best of Show will be selected from the Standard Classes & the top two cars from each class will be 

re-judged by the chief judge & all Judging Team Leaders. 

In addition to the top three trophy awards in each class any car which scores high enough will be 

awarded a certificate as follows Gold 350, Silver 300, Bronze 250. 

Aspects of Judging Accessories that were available when the car was current will not cause a 

deduction in points. This includes modern radios if in the original mount. 

No deduction shall be applicable for any replacement part provided that it does not significantly differ in 

appearance or material from the original. In such case the deduction should be half of the deduction 

applicable if the part was missing. 

No deductions shall be made for safety items such as fire extinguisher, fuel line hose clamps, seat belts, 

fuel filters etc. The installation should be neat & unobtrusive. 

If a car is felt to be Over Restored it is to be reported to the Chief Judge. Over restoration includes too 

much chrome, leather where it shouldn’t be, wool carpet where it shouldn’t be etc. If considered to be 

over restored it shall be moved to the appropriate modified class. If only parts are considered to be over 

restored then the part shall receive half of the deduction of the part if it were missing. 

Now this next clause should appeal to Dave Harris. 
All cars entered must participate in one or more of the moving events at the Convention: Rally, 

Autocross etc excluding driving to the Convention and must be driven onto the Concours field under 

their own power. 

Cars shall be displayed as follows: tops installed & erected, sidescreens & canvas displayed, hoods open, 

trunks (boots) open. Any area not opens to receive maximum deduction for that area. 

Owners must be present during the judging of their cars to answer any questions but may not see or 

query their scores. 

It goes on to detail the functions of the various Judges and even recommends that a shaded shelter be 

available for all the judges in order to take some respite from the sun. 

Judges School; In order to maintain these standards VTR shall establish a Judges school to be 

conducted each year at the Convention, taught by the VTR Chief Judge. It shall include but not be 

limited to:- 

The Concours rules, Judging standards, team organisation, Judges decorum, resolving conflicts. Tie 

breakers. 

 

Again the UK & from the TRDrivers Club we get the following:- 

 

“ Concours rules? Err… Turn up & be happy. 

Seriously we have no strict rules- our original guides were basically that you should be a Club member 

& not trailer the vehicle to the event. The Judges had pre-categorised areas of the car to look at and 

would deduct a point for each issue spotted. In the event of a tie the Lead Judge would choose the best 

car of the two 

Recently however we have moved to a more informal set up & don’t have strict Concours. All vehicles 

are judged by a number of Judges, against a list of 7 criteria, during the day who elect the best ten cars. 

The votes are then counted & prizes awarded according to the number of votes. We have found that the 

informal Concours is very popular as everyone feels that they have a chance.”/ 

I hope that this helps you. 

Phil Humphries  
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Club Concours Organiser 

 

In direct contrast is the Triumph Club of Canada which is affiliated to the Marque Club of Canada  

has a standard set of rules applicable to all clubs. These seem to have been drawn up by the Jaguar Club 

& are frightening in the extreme. They even detail accessories available for a particular model at date of 

manufacture & divide classes not only by model but also by build date. Its Judges are licensed by virtue 

of examination with even the reference books listed from which they must refer.  

 

I found the Australian Triumph Sports Owners Association (Victoria) somewhat confusing in 

that their rules are intermingled with those for racing with classes being Unmodified with detailed 

general specifications listed, Modified also lists detailed specifications required & Racing. 

Interestingly the rules clearly state that no alcohol may be taken prior to or during the event on 

punishment by exclusion. Oh yes and Ladies may gain prizes both in the overall event & in the Ladies 

Class. 

 

Staying in the Pacific the TR Register New Zealand has a Pride of Ownership class in addition to its 

Concours classes. This class is for cars used on a regular basis & if freshly rebuilt or considered by the 

judges to be in Concours condition will be moved to the Concours Class. Mileage factors are used to 

calculate the final score. Marks are awarded for presentation of potted history, photographs, equipment 

& accessories. Judging is to take only a few minutes and to be informal. Oh yes and cars must be driven 

to the event. 

 

Now here is a fascinating one  “The No Wet Classic Car Show at CTICC” it popped up on a 

Google search but has no claimed nationality, may be its from a Canadian group of Triumph enthusiasts 

fed up with the pedantic Canadian Marques Clubs rules. 

Originality plays only a small part in this competition and there appears to be no classes. The sections to 

be marked are not listed except to say that there should be two judges per section & uses Exterior as an 

example. 

It is the Judging System, which is interesting, and states:- 

“It is a negative system & deducts points for each error. 

Chase the owner away 

Subtract ½ a point for each incidence of poor condition & 1 point if the owner stays. 

Subtract ½ a point for each unclean condition. 

Add back a ½ point for each incidence where special attention has been applied to make the section 

“prettier” 

At the General appearance section stand back and survey the whole. 

Where missing items are concerned the scoring may be radically skewed. For a missing item that should 

be there i.e. hubcaps, rearview mirror etc subtract 10% of the maximum score for that section. 

Strangely – if a whole section is missing due to the type of vehicle draw a line through that section. 

  

So there are some views and rules from other Triumph clubs. As I said at the beginning I am not passing 

any opinion merely stating the views of others and giving you the opportunity to present your views and 

comments that will appear in the March Sabrina. 

  

Finally I would like to quote the following, which is the last paragraph of the American VTR rules.  

“ As our cars become older & hence more valuable, it becomes necessary to try to level 
out the differences in judging from one part of the country to the other. The hope is that 
in the future, one win will mean the same as the next, regardless of location, while at the 
same time keeping the fun in the Concours event. This is especially true in light of the 
increasing value of our collector cars. We are still hobbyists, not speculators.”  
 
Eric Fletcher 
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Wanted 

GT 6 wanted by Darryl Hurter, contact him on 031 464 1857 or 083 777 0718 

Harry Higgins in Durban is looking for a  Symbiote for a friend rebuilding a 1957 Morgan. 

(sorry for Symbiote read TR2 engine) 

Contact Harry on 031 572 7468 or 084 627 1251 

 

For Sale 

 
BACK ISSUES OF SABRINA 
 
We have a limited number of back issues of SABRINA for sale at R15 each including postage. 

These include:- 

March 2008. 

June 2008 

December 2008 

These will be sold on first come basis. Please place your order direct with JUDY HARRIS. She will 

then confirm that you have been successful & raise your invoice prior to posting. 

 

What you see may not be what you get 
We now come to the Triumph model that I believe displays perhaps the largest potential for misleading 

the unwary. 

At last years National Windmill Concours I was continually explaining that mine and that of Marius 

Labuschagne are true TR8’s but that one over there was a TR7 – V8. 

I am led to believe that there some 3500 TR7’s in the UK that have had V8 engines dropped into them 

and many are called by their owners TR8’s.  

Just now some of these could arrive here and be sold to some unsuspecting buyer as a TR8. 

Why should anyone call a TR7 – V8 a TR8 well there is the rarity cachet and hence 8’s command a 

higher price than a 7. 

So how do you as a potential buyer tell the difference? 

Firstly smell a rat if the car is Right Hand Drive, all 8’s were destined for America and were Left Hand 

Drive. There are however a mysterious bunch of 18 RHD which have appeared in the UK but were never 

apparently marketed. 

The plot thickens when one comes across a LHD TR7 that has been re-engined with a V8. 

So what is the real situation? 

Firstly for marketing & Homologation reasons the Rally TR7’s had Rover V8 engines but were 

designated TR7 V8’s and not TR8’s. In fact the TR Drivers club is of the opinion that they were TR7’s 

that were converted by Leyland Motorsports. 

In 1977 a pilot build of between 100 & 150 FHC were made for the USA to be sold prior to the official 

launch All had sunroofs but were not badged as TR8’s, but then the Speke plant went on strike.  

The TR Drivers Club has published the following production figures:- 

 TYPE    UK SPEC   USA SPEC 
    TR 7 V8 Rally     7     0 

    TR 8  FHC           63                               141 

    TR 8  DHC           18      2493 

 
 TOTAL          88                     2634 
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There is no definitive data regarding the UK 63 FHC & should therefore be treated with reservation as 

only 6 are known. Similarly 11 of the UK spec DHC 8’s are known. 

There were some TR8 fixed heads built in 1977 in Speke and these commence with ACN 1 to ACN 

1116 although only a maximum of 150 were built. 

With the move to Canley in 1978 the number changed to:- 

TR8 Fixed Head TCN 150001 to TCN 150198 1978 model year. 

   TCN 160001 to TCN 160142   1979 model year. 

TR8 Convertibles TCV 200001 up to unknown final number 1979 model year. 

In approximately July/August 1979 the VIN system was introduced and this can be explained as 

follows:-  

 

T   =  Triumph  

P   = TR7 or TR8 

A   =  UK Market 

J   = Japan 

K   = Australia 

L   = Canada 

V   = USA Federal 

Z   = California 

D   = Convertible 

E   = Fixed Head Coupe 

J   = 4 cylinder TR7 

V   = 8 cylinder TR8 

3   =  RHD Automatic 

4   = LHD Automatic 

7   = RHD Manual 

8   = LHD Manual 

A   =  1980-81 Rest of World spec 

B   = 1981 USA spec 

C   = 1982 USA spec 

T   = Canley    Numbers 200001 to 215080 

 & 402001 to 402026 

A   = Solihull   Numbers 402027 to 405636 1981 models 

    & with SAT prefix 406001 to 408534 1982 models 

Now where do we find the plate showing these details? 

Early Speke cars, front panel under the forward edge of the bonnet. 

Later Speke & Canley cars, left hand door shut face below the lock striker. 

Solihull cars, on top of the right front suspension turret. 

USA spec cars also have a build date on the VIN plate & some later ones on a small plate at the base of 

the windscreen on the driver’s side. 

Even the Rover V8 engine has a tale to tell, in that while there have been many Rover V8 engine 

numbers only original factory TR8’s will have the following prefixes:- 

 

10E  USA Federal Manual 

11E  USA Federal Automatic 

12E  California Manual 

13E  California Automatic 

14E  Fuel Injected Manual 

15E  Fuel Injected Automatic 

20E  Genuine UK spec TR8 manual 

21E  Genuine UK spec TR8 Automatic 

 

Strangely my TR8 with matching numbers confirmed by its heritage certificate has a US Federal spec 

(V) but with a California engine (12E) so it pays to thoroughly check. 

Now to add to problem a number of TR7’s & TR8’ were built by Del Lines in Weston Super Mare. 

These are believed to total 27 cars but there is no model quantity split. Further they were probably built 
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to order to individual specifications & may have had different paint colours and internal trims. These 

cars did not have a standard VIN number as described above but had a distinctive chassis plate with 

detailed information of the car. 

 

Recently Nols Pienaar kindly passed me the following information from his files of interesting local Left 

Hand Drive TR7’s which have been converted to TR7 V8’s: - 

 

TPVDJ8AT200567 Bronze DHC with V showing it to have been a 49 State US spec 7 now converted to 

V8 and owned by Johan Bantjies in Pretoria. 

TPZDJ8AA401713 Silver DHC with Z showing it was a Californian car converted to V8 by Chris 

Gibbons now owned by Tony Oliveira in Pretoria. 

 

So there we have the clues to follow. Yes there are cosmetic differences like the TR8’s battery in the 

boot and US spec bumpers, but these can all be faked. Interestingly only very early 8’s had a fibre 

battery box in the boot. This was replaced by the steel hold down frame fitted with a fastening stud, 

which holds the boot carpet over the battery. 

Incidentally the large overriders that are integrated into the bumpers make for really practical drinks 

tables. 

Certainly TR8’s had power steering and don’t forget that the front brakes are different. 

At the end of the day the truth is in the Vin and engine numbers but if you really want to be certain 

contact Richard Connew’s TR7/TR8 club where you will find all the TR8 VIN numbers categorised 

together with gearbox, diff numbers & trim. There is even the BMI Heritage Trust centre for final 

confirmation.  

Another good guide is the booklet produced by the TR Drivers Club. 

Called “Is it a TR8” it is now in its second edition and sells for only ₤ 4.00 by contacting them at 

www.trdrivers.com 

 

So please guys let’s set the example and start calling your car what it is, be it a genuine TR8, a TR7-V8 

(which is what the works Rally Cars were called) or TR7-V6. May be we can get our registrar to 

differentiate in his listing. 

Oh yes and the TR7/TR8 club have got some superb TR7 V8 stickers for downloading 

 

Eric Fletcher 

 
THE ROVER V8 ENGINE – some 
footnotes. 
 

Those of us with Rover’s ubiquitous V* will no doubt have David Hardcastle’s detailed book “The 

Rover V8 Engine” in our collection. However when Googling for details of the Stag V8 I came across a 

fascinating article apparently published in “Autocar “ in 1976. 

It recounts how William Martin- Hurst came across a Buick V* out of a Skylark while visiting Mercury 

Marine who had been experimenting with it for power boat racing. Hurst thought that being aluminium it 

would solve Rover’s problems with their 6 cylinder engine making the Rover 2000 nose heavy. 

Since it was out of production it was this engine from Mercury Marine that was sent to the UK. Hurst 

still in the US then went to the New York Motor Show where breakfasted with Phillip Copelin head of 

GM overseas & expressed his interest in the engine Copelin promised to look into a deal. 

Back in the UK Martin - Hurst wanted to put the engine into a Rover 2000 body but Peter Wilks resisted 

on the grounds that everyone was busy & he shouldn’t waste their time! 

Martin-Hurst won the day & apart from an overlong prop shaft that tended to flex the transplant was 

effected and even Spen King was impressed. Soon all GM’s drawings and service records arrived 

together Buicks chief engine designer Joe Turley who was within 18 months of retirement. Martin-Hurst 

was able to get him on secondment & got GM to guarantee Turley’s pension. 
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It is at this stage that article reports some, to me, otherwise unknown inside information. 

Turley was quite happy that engine ran at 4700 rpm, was unhappy the Rover wanted 5200 & even 

5500rpm and could not understand why they wanted more revs. The problem was solved by sending him 

off with a Rover test driver for the day driving up & down the M6 motorway at speeds in the vicinity of 

150mph (there was no speed limit in those days and what the car was that they used is not mentioned) 

Turley returned from that trip shattered and understanding the need for revs. 

A further problem was that the engineering drawings did not match the stripped down Buick supplied 

engines causing the Rover engineers to request the latest revised drawings. Turley informed them that 

they were the latest drawings since in America production changes occurred as required and they could 

not wait for drawings to be revised. 

Have you ever wondered why the Rover V8 came equipped with SU carburetors and not its original 

American Carter? 

This is because it was unsuitable for European cornering forces where the engine cut out as the fuel 

centrifuged in the float chamber! 

 

Eric Fletcher                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

LETTERS 

 “  

HI Eric, 

I have just re-read properly, the report from Nols Pienaar “The Canley Twins” in the September Sabrina. 

Hopefully I will be getting some information from the Heritage Foundation. I did wonder whether Nols 

has asked for a search at the DVLA in Swansea. For just a few pounds they will send photocopies of all 

the information that they have on the two cars. This would include any previous owners & alterations 

that may have been made. The fact that the cars seem to have been held back for a year or two is no 

mystery. That in fact happened to lots of them, as they were not sold immediately. 

The info from the Heritage Centre has just arrived. 

According to Heritage the records show another coincidence, both cars were originally Russet Brown 

(paint code AAE) & were independently changed later to what looks like Carnelian Red. A colour that I 

did not know was used for dropheads. 

As to their USA prefixes TCT at the time that they were being manufactured the line was producing cars 

for the USA it is probable that these were early UK market Cars. 

The records show:- 

 

TCT 102939 F     TCT  102940 F 

Order No YH 01729    Order No YH 01730 

UK Market spec     UK Market spec 

1979 TR7 2 valve convertible  1979 TR7 2 valve convertible 

Pain Russet Brown    Paint Russet Brown 

Trim Red Check     Trim Red Check 

Engine No CG 26543 HE   Engine No 26540  HE 

Body Id 200052 (possibly 32)  Body Id 200051 

Key No 2673 (difficult to read)  Key No 2729 

Alloy Wheels      Alloy Wheels 

5spd       5spd    

 

Best wishes, 

 

Val Macmillan 

Editor of The TR Driver 

 

:Hi Eric, 

Great story from SA about the Canley Twins with lots of improbable coincidences. We have two 

TR4A’s in our local group with consecutively numbered Licence plates: RPH7F & ROH8F (the F 
denotes the licence year as 1968; Ed). The same Triumph dealer must have registered them on the 
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same day in 1968. They then went on their own separate ways for 30 years until showing up in the late 

90’s at one of our group’s events. Please keep up the good work & we really appreciate your efforts to 

support Traction. 

Kind Regards 

Steve Redway 

Editor of TRaction 

Dennis Cook writes from Saudi. 

BMW took over Mini while it was still alive, and built on the concept.  Although the Mini ended 

production in RSA in the early 70’s, it soldiered on in the UK, refusing to die.  In 1999 it was voted the 

second most influential car of the 20th Century, behind original people’s car – not the Beetle- the Ford 

Model T.  

The last original-shaped Mini, (a Cooper sport) was built in Oct 2000 with a total of 5,387,862 Minis 

have been manufactured, making it by far the most popular British car ever made. A little like life being 

breathed into a recently expired Lazarus, in 2001 BMW launched an all-new “MINI”; still a transverse-

engined four-cylinder front-wheel drive, but that is the only physical similarity apart from a vaguely 

reminiscent profile. It has become a rip-roaring success and it seems that its popularity is ever increasing. 

Initially fans of the original car hated it, but love and hate are just opposite sides of the coin and many 

owners of the classic Mini are now enthusiasts and owners of the new MINI. Do you recall how in the 

early days we denigrated the TR 7, and even debated whether owners should be admitted to the TR 

Register? Undoubtedly the quality of the BMW interloper, coupled with a sensationally effective 

marketing and advertising campaign have been behind its success, but the Mini just morphed into 

something new. 

Guys; the last TR left the line nearly 30 years ago. Could one really breathe life into a corpse that has 

turned to dust? BMW are about to launch a sensational roadster which will set new standards for fun 

(and hopefully affordable) monitoring; competing not only with the likes of the Mazda MX 5, but even 

cars in a higher price bracket. With the MINI such a success and with BMW constantly linking their car 

back to the successful heritage of the original, is there any space in the market for another sports car 

from the same stable? Would they be likely to gamble on a marque that has been forgotten by most 

people and which has undoubtedly been relegated to the pages of history? 

Should we be depressed about this, and bemoan the fact that they will not be any more TR’s- hell no; our 

TR’s are indeed a part of motoring history and they are unique.  Any attempt at a latter day TR would, in 

any event, just create a modern car with nothing to tie it back to the original lineage just as the latter day 

MINI has nothing whatsoever to do with the original Issigonis designed Mini. 

Would I betray the Triumph camp and buy this new upstart roadster- only if I could afford it! 

 

Now here is a welcome letter from Beyers  Vermaak, maybe this will encourage more of you to write. 

Hi Eric, 

 

Being a member of the PE centre for nearly a year and an enthusiastic Triumph club supporter, I’ve been 

trying my best to obtain as much quality information as possible on club activities, members and their 

cars, including photos, technical advice, spares availability, networking, etc. This information will allow 

me and my wife, Milè, to integrate easily and quickly into the club as a whole, and to become value-

adding family members. 

 

This I did by attending local meetings and events, which included the Plettenberg Bay trip where I met 

members from Cape Town, George and the Border centre, what a privilege it was, and especially 

meeting our national chairman, Gerhard Vorster as well! I also visit all the available local Triumph club 

websites on a regular basis and find excellent reading matter including technical advice. Unfortunately, 

apart from the PE newsletter, I can only access that of Pretoria on a monthly basis, excellent job done, 

thanks Pretoria! I’m also very fortunate in getting the Border and CPT newsletters via Deon de Kock, 

brilliant reading matter and technical advice, many thanks to Deon. Come on CPT and KZN; please give 

us web access to your newsletters as well! 

The point I’m trying to make is that I find a lack of good, quality, inter-communication amongst us and 

specifically for new members who are trying to get to know the club, its people and culture. I get the 

feeling that if you do not attend the Nationals, which is only every two years, you will never get to know 

the members, especially the National Committee! Then again, not everybody attends the Nationals for 
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whatever reason and therefore looses out! 

I always look forward in getting Sabrina, only every three months, via snail mail, as it’s my national 

source of information on club activities, including some excellent and relevant articles. But oh dear those 

small photos from which I can get no detail, especially faces, adds no value! Take the September issue 

with a photo of Nols and Chris, I haven’t got a clue what they look like and will walk over them at the 

Nationals without knowing it! The photo of yourself on the front cover is excellent but I would have 

loved to have seen the real you on p.60, like most of us a bit weathered, I suppose? The CPT centre’s 

photo on p.10 of Table Mountain in the background does not do justice to it. You need to visit their 

website for a breathtaking view! 

I’m not trying to criticise anyone or trying to tread on toes and should anyone think so, my most humble 

apology! I’m trying to make a point, or maybe motivate for Sabrina to be made available in electronic 

form on the National Website, for anyone around the world to download and read, and I’m made to 

believe there are many! What a joy it would be to zoom in on the photos for detail, and in colour as well! 

Also, it will make the electronic filing of Sabrina or any related articles so much easier and to revisit at a 

later stage. I’m sure you’ll find many members to rather receive Sabrina electronically, its fast and cost 

effective, bringing about savings in printing and postage, let alone admin. Of course the hard copy must 

still be made available to those wanting it via normal mail, as not all members have access to Internet, or 

would prefer a hard copy as well. 

What I would also like to see on the National Website, as part of my wish list, is a photo of at least the 

current National Committee, maybe the Regions’ as well, especially those who are without a website but 

with names attached, left to right, front to back, etc. Now I’m getting excited, what about a photo gallery 

of all those nice photos you receive of outings, socials, cars, with names attached, to get to know family 

members! I’m sure a lot of them are not published in Sabrina due to lack of space. 

Please regard this as my wish list, which I realise can’t happen overnight, maybe a year, maybe two, 

maybe not at all due to certain constraints. I must admit I‘ll be very disappointed if it does not 

materialise! “Maybe I don’t know what I don’t know!” Then please forgive me for being rather ignorant! 

Many thanks to all of those sacrificing their personal and family lives, not to mention precious time, to 

make the club a success, at national as well as regional level. 

Kind Regards, 

Beyers Vermaak  

 

NO OTHER LOVE 
Stu Bowen reports that he is busy with the front wishbones but minus the upper ball joint nuts to 

wishbones. Since TR owners are skilled scroungers he found a 1950 something Massey Fergusson 

Tractor in a friendly Bethlehem MF shop. This is their pride and joy a solidly shining example of good 

old engineering. Fortunately their Sales Manager had a good sense of humour when Stu asked if he could 

strip it down for spare and directed him next door. Here Stu found a selection of UNF nuts & bolts 

including 7/16th. So maybe a small town is the place to look for oddities! 

 

TR 7 &TR8 Badges & Decals part 3 
 
This completes the series of articles originally compiled by Ian Tinsey of the TR Drivers Club & 

reproduced with kind permission by the TR 8 Registrar Rex Holford & the TR Drivers Club Editor 

Val McMillan. – Ed. 

The original decals are no longer available. These were on separate backing sheets that allowed for 

simple positioning. The reproduction decals are on single sheets and cannot be positioned without 

dimensional data. 

The dimensions detailed in this series were obtained from measurements taken from original cars. 

TR8 Badging Details 
NOSE PANEL DECALS. 
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The first thing that you have to do is to find the centre of the raised middle part of the panel. For this you 

will nee some masking tape, a pencil, and a straight edge or batten. It goes without saying to take care 

not to damage the paint. 

  

  Measure from the seam between the front wing and nose panel. At the top nearest to the 

bonnet measure in from the seam 38.5cm and at the lower edge 40.0cm. Stick squares of masking tape in 

these positions and remeasure as per above 

and mark the points with the pencil. We will 

call these points A & B. We should now have 

A1 & A2 top & B1 B2 at bottom. 

   Now place a square of 

masking tape approximately in the centre of 

the nose panel and using the straight edge 

diagonal from A1 to B2 mark where the line 

crosses the centre. Repeat this from A2 to 

B1and where the cross marks the precise centre P.   

Use this point for reference only. 

  Now you have the centre point you need the centre vertical line. The mid point between 

A1 & A2 is at 29.5cm mark this point with a square of masking tape. Repeat this with B1 & B2 at 

26.7cm. Now remeasure and mark the centre points say C1 & C2. The line connecting these is the centre 

vertical line & if correct should pass through the centre point 

P. 

  

We now need the horizontal line so measure 18.4cm fro A1 

towards B1 & from A2 towards B2 and place squares of 

masking tape and repeat measurement and mark pointD1 & 

D2. The horizontal line between them should pass through 

the centre point P 

You can remove the square of masking tape from point P as 

this is position needed for the Decal. 

 The decal mount consists of a 

top sticky sheet on top of a second 

sheet of thin card. The decal transfers    

andwiched between these and should 

be stuck to the top sheet. If the decal 

mount is old or has been stored badly 

the transfer can become detached 

from the top sheet. Do not attempt to 

fit it in this condition. 

 Now draw a centre vertical line & centre horizontal line on top of the decal mount sheet. Note 

that this is not the centre of the decal mount but is the correct centre on which to align on the car 

 
The TR 8 nose decal is positioned with the bottom of the numbers sitting on top of the horizontal centre 

line. The inner vertical edge of the R sits on the vertical centre line. 

Now to mount your decal, place it and its mount on the nose panel. Align the vertical and horizontal that 

you have drawn on the decal mount to those on the nose panel. This is the exact position for the decal. 

Hold this on the panel by each corner with squares of masking tape. Stand well back & inspect the 

alignment and if necessary make any slight adjustments. 
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To maintain the position of the decal, fit lengths of masking tape alongside the bottom & sides of the 

decal mount. This allows you to remove the decal mount from the panel & not lose its position. 

Attach masking tape across the top edge of the decal mount top sheet. It should be at least 1.0cm onto the 

sheet with the rest of the tape width used to hold it on the panel. 

Fold the under sheet of the decal mount back at the top by 1.0cm just before the decal transfer and 

reposition the decal & its mount on the nose panel in the position delineated by the previously placed 

masking tape. Stick down the masking tape across the top edge of the mount sheet onto the panel. You 

can now peel back the backing sheet of the mount about half way up. Hold the top sheet up & pivot on 

the top fixing tape. 

Using a soft cloth, gently start to wipe the decal sticky top sheet onto the panel. Take great care to keep 

the decal free of trapped air so go slowly. 

As you get to halfway carefully remove the remainder of the backing sheet. Keeping the top sheet high 

slowly wipe the remainder of it onto the panel. Continue wiping until you are sure that it sticks to the 

panel. 

Only when you are sure that it is firmly stuck to the panel, gently start peeling off the top sheet. It is 

good policy to continue wiping the top sheet just before lifting off the transfer. 

Having removed the top sheet & the decal is fitted remove all the masking tape squares. 

Now lets fix the left front wing decals decals whose measuring 

points are the rear “vertical” edge of the wing at the door gap 

and top edge of the sill trim – NOT the sill. 
Starting with the 3.5 LITRE decal measure 7.5cm in from the 

door edge and 21cm vertically from the top of the sill trim. 

Where these two lines intersect is the position of the top corner 

of the E.  

The top of the 3 should now be 21.5cm above the top of the sill 

trim. 

For the TRIUMPH Laurel leaf decal measure 13cm in from 

the door edge and 27cm vertically. Where these lines intersect is 

the top right hand corner of the H. 

In order to confirm their alignment because of the curved nature 

of the wing it is a matter of ‘Eye” aided with a spirit level. 

This procedure is repeated for the right hand wing but with a 

very important difference the 3.5 is now at the door edge side 

and therefore the horizontal line is 21.5 cm above the top of the 

sill trim in order to obtain the position of top corner of the 3. 

For the boot lid the measuring points here are the bottom and end edges of the boot lid. For the 

TRIUMPH decal on the left hand side measure 5cm in from the outer top corner & bottom outer corner 

& join these two points with masking tape. Note that the tape will be within the 5cm. Now measure 

7.2cm up from the bottom edge of the boot lid on both side and join these with masking tape, again the 

bottom edge of the tape should be on the 7.2cm mark. 

When fitting the decal the top left hand corner of the T is situated at the intersection of the 5cm vertical 

line and the 7.2cm horizontal line. 

The horizontal line marks the top 

of the TRIUMPH lettering. Before 

fixing the decal permanently step 

back & check that you are happy 

with the alignment. Remember that 

the top edge and the bottom edge 

of the boot lid have a slight curve. 

Having affixed the decal remove 

all the masking tape. 

For the TR8 on the right hand side repeat the procedure but only measure 5cm in from the right hand 

edge of the boot lid and 8.5cm up from its bottom edge. In other words be aware that the top line of the 

TR8 decal is higher than the top of the TRIUMPH letters. 

Where the 8.5cm line & the 5cm lines intersect is the top right hand corner of the 8. 
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This concludes this series that hopefully has been of assistance. However remember work slowly & 
methodically for best results.  

Ian Tinsey 

 

YOUR CHRISTMAS BRAINTEAZER 
The two cars pictured below were produced roughly 14 years apart. 

 

In each case answer the following questions: - 

1. Name the designer. 

2. State the year. 

3 Name the Car Company. 

4.Give the model name. 

5. State engine type & size 

 

 

 

 
Car No 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Car No 2 

Photos are courtesy of 

TRAction 
 & Motorbase. The answers 

will appear in the March 

edition of Sabrina 
FAREWELL 
 

Chris Gibbons: 26 April 1944 

– 5 November 2009 

 

I left my card on the dashboard of a red TR3A for sale in the showroom of Classic Autosport, Du Toit 

Street, Pretoria, many years ago in September 1988. During the following month, I received a phone call 

from a gentleman in Midrand who told me that he was the new owner of the TR, that his name was Chris 

Gibbons, and that he wished to join the Pretoria Triumph Sports Car Club. As local member 107 and 

national member 1207 Chris immediately became a very enthusiastic member that was always eager to 

help and to plough back into the club much, much more than the club could offer its members at that 

stage. 

 

During 1989 Chris sold the TR3A to Keith Anthony and introduced Keith as the first of many new 

members to the club during the years to follow. Chris then bought my ex-neighbour,  Wouter Dercksen’s 

midnight blue TR5. Chris and the TR5 is perhaps the combination that we remember best. I always 

appreciated how meticulously and with attention to detail he restored that lovely TR5. Later Chris also 
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owned another one of the ‘founder member’ cars when he bought Hennie Schnetler’s gold coloured TR7 

convertible that later became Des Rudolph’s and Rudi Venter’s pride and joy. Chris also rebuilt the 

silver TR3 that now belongs to Gavin Turner (East London) before he finally settled on the white TR7 

DHC that brought Dot and himself to our events so regularly during the last couple of years.  

 

Before the Pretoria contingent set off for the nationals at the Willows in Port Elizabeth in 1990, Chris 

had the nicest golf shirts made for us. In fact, this set the pattern in which Chris, and Dot too, were 

always in the forefront of organization: think about the first Triumph 100 in 1991, the Loskop Dam 

nationals we hosted (1992), and the tremendous effort Chris put into helping with the 75th anniversary 

celebration of Triumph in conjunction with the national gathering we organized at Mount Amanzi in 

1998. Again so in 2008 when we organized and hosted the nationals at Maselspoort near Bloemfontein. 

Chris and Dot were responsible for the bookings, accommodation and liaison with management and they 

saw to it that everyone who arrived, had a bed, irrespective of cancellations and late arrivals. Up to his 

untimely death, Chris and Dot once more took charge of accommodation for the 2010 nationals hosted 

by the Jo’burg Centre of which they became members in later years too. 

 

I cannot even remember all the portfolios Chris filled in an exemplary manner and with great dedication 

on our committee over many years. Chris served as chairman on many occasions, was responsible for 

events on even more, and also secured many nice regalia items over the years In fact, Chris served on the 

committee right up to October last year. In preparation for concourses in the early nineties Chris made 

the lifts at Lindsay Saker’s workshop available for us to clean the underbodies of our Triumphs, helped 

organize and secure venues for runs, whether it was the Valentine or the Early Bird, or concours, no 

matter what, Chris took the initiative on too many occasions to enumerate. How many times did Chris 

not get the entire committee into his microbus to do a recce for a weekend away, a national gathering or 

an event? 

 

Chris and Dot as a team were very fond of route finds, treasure hunts and many other competitive events. 

They hardly missed an opportunity to participate and proved to be a formidable and enterprising 

combination. The number of times they won the competitions trophy is clear proof of that.  

 Even 

during the last couple of months when Chris’s health was really failing him, he and Dot made an effort to 

attend noggins or events. Shortly before the end he still made it to the concours at Edenvale; he was a 



 xlv 

very brave man and did not want us to make a fuss. He even introduced one of our very last new 

members, Andre Joubert, in September this year. 

 

We had the privilege of knowing Chris and enjoying the fruits of his dedication as a club man and friend 

par excellence for a period of 21 years and one month. Not only the Pretoria Centre, but also our Jo’burg 

friends, and in fact the whole TSCC of SA, over many years enjoyed his tremendous input and 

dedication. On the personal and one on one basis Chris was always more than willing to help out with 

transport or wheels if one got stuck and was always there for a friend to help in whatever way he could. 

 

The love and care Chris radiated for his family shall always serve as an inspiration; the friendly and 

jovial yet sincere greeting at a noggin or event shall be sorely missed but shall remain a precious 

ingredient of fond memories. We shall miss you, Chris old friend. Our thoughts and prayers go with Dot, 

Kit and Michelle, Laura and Richard, as well as Kathleen and his grandchildren in this time of their great 

loss.  

 

Nols 

 

Nic Rautenbach: 29 September 1936 – 4 November 2009 

 

In April 1981, sowat twee maande na die stigting van ons klub hier in Pretoria, het ‘n meganiese 

ingenieur van die WNNR in ‘n wit Triumph Spitfire Mk 3 by my huis in Constantiapark opgedaag. Ek is 

maar ‘n kort outjie, maar hoewel hy  nog korter as ek was en minder hare gehad het, was sy intellek 

groot, sommer baie groot. Dit was Nicolaas Rautenbach wat gekom het om by die klub aan te sluit. 

 

Met Pretoria nommer 28 en nasionale klubnommer 462 was Nic werklik een van die min stigterslede wat 

tot nou nog in die klub oorgebly het. Ek het gou agter gekom dat Nic ‘n besonderse man van vele talente 

en wyd belese was. Benewens ‘n buitengewone taalvaardigheid in beide Afrikaans en Engels kon hy ook 

Frans vlot praat. Hy het aan die Fakulteit Ingenieurswese aan die Universiteit van die Witwatersrand 

gestudeer en daarna praktiese opleiding in Yorkshire, Engeland, gedoen. Later het hy by die WNNR 

aangesluit en is onder meer na Frankryk gesekondeer waar hy vir ‘n aantal jare betrokke was by Panhard, 

onder meer met die ontwikkeling van pantserkarre vir plaaslike ontwikkeling. Hier het sy voorliefde vir 

die Franse taal, kultuur, musiek, kos en wyn gedy, asook ‘n voorliefde vir Franse (Peugeot) en Italiaanse 

(Lancia) motors. Maar daar was ook oor baie jare ‘n liefde vir Triumphs, want benewens die Spitfire was 

daar ook nog ‘n 2000 Sedan. Nic was ook dosent in meganiese ingenieurswese aan die Universiteit van 

Pretoria.   

 

Toe ‘n  kollega van my sy Spitfire Mk4 wou verkoop het ek Nic daarvan vertel. Die gevolg was dat die 

Mk3 toe aan Betty Rooke verkoop is en die geel Mk4 summier die naam, ‘Wellington’, by Nic en Judy 

gekry het. ‘n  Franse dame, Yvonne Vogtle, het my gekontak om haar 1981 Spitfire 1500 wat sy van 

Europa, kompleet met linkerstuur saamgebring het, te verkoop. Toe Nic hiervan te hore kom was die vet 

in die vuur want toe moes Wellington in 1989 plek maak vir ‘Rosemary’ wat Nic se daaglikse vervoer 

was tot sy heengaan hierdie maand. 

 

Nic en Judy was werklike steunpilare in ons klub. Hulle het ons eerste klubwapens vir ons Triumphs se 

voorruite gemaak en Nic was in 1984/ 85 voorsitter van ons klub en later ook vir ‘n aantal jare redakteur 

van ons nuusbrief. Toe ons klub nog klein was het ons ons eerste jaareindfunksies by hulle aan huis in 

Glenwood Village gehad waar ons op Judy se wonderlike Cordom Bleu kookkuns getrakteer is. Na Nic 

se aftrede het hy en Judy Georgina’s Restaurant in Lynnwoodrif begin waar ons klub seker van ons beste 

ooit jaareindfunksies  Franse kookkuns kon geniet.  

 

Nic en Judy het in die negentigs ook lekker skattejagte gereel waarvan die kriptiese leidrade op heel 

digterlike wyse aangebied is. Met die concours wat hulle in 1984 gereel het het hulle die pragtigste 

decopage-trofee gemaak. En die wonderlike pret by nasionale byeenkomste soos die in Port Elizabeth in 

1990 kan ons nie vergeet nie.  Sommige sou Nic as ‘n ‘non-konformis’ bestempel, maar vir my was Nic 

en Judy mense met styl en goeie smaak. Wanneer ons, tydens ‘n uitstappie sommer so om die vuur ons 

braaivleis geniet het, het die Rautenbachs hul tafeljie opgeslaan, die rooi en wit blokkies tafeldoek 
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daaroor gesprei, en dit met poselein en glas wynkelke versier waarin die wonderlikste kaas en keurige 

wyne te voorskyn gekom het. Vir hulle was ‘n piekniek nie sommer so nie.  

Hulle het daarvan iets gemaak wat ons bewonder het. Hulle albei was lief vir kosmaak, goeie kos want 

hulle was wat dit betref fynproewers. 

‘n Aantal jare gelede het Judy ‘n ernstige beroerte gehad wat byna haar lewe gekos het. Die gevolg was 

dat Nic, Judy en Francois die restaurant, Georgina’s wat hulle in ‘n pragtige herehuis in Brynterion 

bedryf het, moes sluit. Nic het hierna sy volle aandag daaraan gewy om Judy te versorg  en kon dus vir 

‘n baie lang tydperk niks anders doen nie. Hulle het daarna op Bethal gaan woon en was dus vir baie jare 

wat die klub betref, uit sirkulasie. Sowat drie jaar gelede teruggekeer en gelukkig kon hulle weer 

sommige van ons klubaktiwiteite meemaak.  

Nic kon die wonderlikse stories vertel. Baie daarvan was gebaseer op sy wedervaringe in sy jongdae in 

Engeland en Frankryk en dit was werklik so keurig en humoristies geskryf dat dit van die lekkerste 

leesstof in ons nuusbriewe was. Nou het die storieverteller egter stil geword. Maar Nic se ongelooflike 

toewyding en geduld in die versorging van Judy sal my altyd bybly en as inspirasie dien. 

Namens ons klub wil ek ons innige meegevoel betuig met Judy, en Nic se seuns en hul gades, Francois 

en Karin, asook Charl en Jane en al Nic se kleinkinders. Nic en Judy en hulle bydrae tot ons klub sal ons 

altyd bybly waar hulle veral in die beginjare, diep en onuitwisbare spore met hul groot bydraes getrap 

het.   

 

Nols 

 

 
FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS 

1. In the March issue of Sabrina I will continue the Concours debate with your submissions and will 

feature the Stag, so please feel free to send me anything that you have of interest  

2. Regional Chairmen please send me the address & dates of your monthly Noggins. This is to enable 

any members visiting your area to know where & when you meet. 

3. Starting with this issue I would like to use the outside back cover to showcase the Regional centres. So 

Chairman for this I need photographs that are instantly recognizable geographically, plus your clubs 

notables, characters & special cars. 

Thanks 

Eric Fletcher 

Alternative Regional Contacts 

 

Border   Nan Turner 043 748 3036    or    083 325 1768 

      nanturner@webmail.co.za 

 

 KZN   Philip de Kock   031 266 8873 or 082 777 0001 

       

Johannesburg  Rhys Collins 011 686 5515 or 011 686 5515 (fax) 

      Rcolli27@csc.com 

Port Elizabeth  Bob Pretorius 041 585 8752 or 041 585 8752 (fax) 

      bob.pretorius@gmail.com 

Pretoria  Engela van Vuuren 012 664 2623 or 084 603 6819 

       

 

 

The opinions expressed are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the views of the 

Editor or the committee of the  

Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa nor do they necessarily reflect club policy 
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