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Who are these two ? They have TRIUMPH connections. 
See page 23  for clues 
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE DETAILS 2009 
 
President  Alan Grant   011 4656886  083  335  2938  

  grantfam@wizz.co.za 

Chairman  Gerhard Vorster  021 852 3350    082 807 8011  

   gerhardvor@nedbank.co.za 

Registrar  Nols Pienaar      012 996 0774     083 468 3145     

Nols.pienaar@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Sec      Judy Harris      011 849 6267      072 729 1850   

trogon@mweb.co.za 

Editor     Eric Fletcher             083 461 0719  

flechetr@gmail.com  

SAMCA Rep         Wendy Hay      011 794 3576     082 220 8447   

lewisjon@mweb.co.za 

Spares                  Rene de Villiers    011 680 3124   083 317 4339      

    rdevilliers@insimbi-alloys.co.za 

 

 
Chairman Bloemfontein   Alan Dickens  051 436 3085  083 725 3161 

supertunemotors@telkomsa.net 

Chairman Border  Geoff Kriel     082 923 4854 

horizongsk@vodamail.co.za 
Chairman Cape Town  Jamie Hart  021 855 1207  084 220 0082 

jamie.hart@kingsley.co.za 

Chairman Johannesburg Gino Casieri  012 344 0016  083 325 2063 

casieri@iafrica.com 

Chairman Natal    David Blair  031 765 1826  083 639 6811 

dblair@mf.co.za 

Chairman Port Elizabeth Deon de Koc                  082 370 1723 

ddekock@icasa.org.za 

Chairman Pretoria & Registrar   

Nols Pienaar  012 996 0774  083 468 3145 

nols.pienaar@gmail.com 

Insurance Scheme  John Dobbins 011 679 2954 082 508 0910 

 

  

 

 BANK DETAIL 
 
BANK    Nedbank Northmead Square, Benoni 
Account Name  Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa 
Branch Code  194842 
Account Number  1948114186 
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BEWARE OF SPIDERS !! 

 
 
 
TSCC   SOUTH AFRICA                    www/triumphclubsa.com 
CAPE TOWN                                      www.capetriumph.za.org 
TSCC PE                                            www.tsccpe.co.za 
KZN                                                    www.tscckzn.za.net 
PRETORIA                                        www.pretoriatriumphclub.co.za 

 
 
 
 

TR DRIVERS CLUB                                 www.trdrivers.com 
MOSS www.moss-europe.co.uk 
TR REGISTER                                         www.tr-register.co.uk 
STAG OWNERS CLUB                            www.stag.org.uk 
CLUB TRIUMPH                                       www.club.triumph.org.uk 
RIMMER BROS                                        www.rimmerbros.co.uk 
TRIUMPH WEDGE OWNERS USA         e.krakowski@prodigy.net 
TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB              info@tssc.org.uk 
CLUB TRIUMPH                                      enquirues@club.triumph.org.uk 
DETROIT TRIUMPH SPORTS                bdischer@blakedischer.com 
TRIUMPH CLUB SWEDEN                     odd@triumphclub.se 
WORLD WIDE TR7-TR8 CLUB               www.tr7-tr8.com 
NORTH AMERICA                                   www.vtr.org 
TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB                www.tssc.org.uk 
TORONTO CANADA                                www.torontotriumph.com 
TRIUMPH SPORTS AUSTRALIA             www.tsoa.asn.au 
TRIUMPH WEST AUSTRALIA                 www.tccwa.com 
TRIUMPH VICTORIA AUSTRALIA           www.home.vicnet.au 
TRIUMPH ROADSTER CLUB                   www.triumphroadster.org 
TRIUMPH DOLOMITE CLUB                    www,triumphdolomite.co.uk 
TRIUMPH HOLLAND                                www.triumph.nl 
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 The CANLEY TWINS 
 
But which twin has the 
 
“TONI” ? 
 
 

 
No these are not the 
two guys on the front 
cover. 
See page 24 for the 
full story. 
 

 
At last a good 
photo of the 
Protea 
showing its 
colour 
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Editorial 

 

Roll on summer!  

At least we are in September and hopefully the weather is warming up. July was a shocker. If it is like 

this next year I think I will hibernate. 

In fact in case any one actually thought that is what I had done, I missed severally of the Gauteng 

events because my 8 was being re-sprayed.  

That shocking blotchy glossy black caused by poor clear coat has gone and in its place proper period 

black without clear coat. 

This issue see’s Alan Grant’s long awaited Protea story and equally awaited “Canley Twins” from Nols 

Pienaar. Now what about some of your tales of joy or even woe, about your Triumph be it past or 

present. 

John Fletterman’s droop snoot TR3 has caused much overseas interest as a result of my photographs of 

it at Maselpoort, which accompanied my report to the overseas clubs. So what about it John? 

My Morgan /Triumph story has resulted in the Johannesburg & Pretoria guys being invited to join them 

on their outings on the second Sunday of each month. Any contact elsewhere? I know that Cape Town 

already has joint events. 

Dave Harris has for some time been an advocate of “use it or loose” and not for just going off on some 

breakfast run either. This has resulted in Pretoria organising a skidpan day at the Zwartkops Race 

Track’s skidpan. This is reported on in the Pretoria report as is the follow up event, a Gymkhana 

(according to Dave) or as Nols would have it an Autotest. 

I wonder whether this will catch on in the other regions. 

With the better weather, comes around Concours again so to assist you all get polishing you will find 

some polish advice courtesy of the TR Register. 

Finally in last Decembers’ issue I stated that 2009 was for me a special year and in particular the month 

of September. So forgive me if this issue is a bit me-ish. 

 

Eric Fletcher 

 

Chairman’s Chat 
Spring is in the air and what better time than to enjoy topless driving in your beloved Triumph??   

Following on from my last chairman’s chat where I discussed the centres working together, what a 

fantastic weekend we had in Plettenberg Bay.  

The Border centre arranged this long weekend away to celebrate the 30th anniversary of their existence 

and invited the Cape Town and Port Elizabeth centres to join in the festivities and there were more than 

30members who enjoyed this weekend and were blessed with splendid weather. 
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Thanks to Gavin and Nan Turner who arranged it all.  Good relationships were built and conversations 

went into the nights with an agreement that we will arrange another get together again. 

One of these conversations with a new member from Port Elizabeth, Beyers, went along the lines of 

exactly this, working together as a club as a whole.  At the moment every centre has some sort of a 

spares stock as well as a suppliers list and he suggested that this be kept and updated centrally. This 

will compliment the current new spares importation program that Rene de Villiers is performing for us. 

Another idea is that we create another database with locally sourced and supplied parts and services as 

well as replacement parts for our Triumph models and update it regularly.   At the moment most 

members struggle to find the right parts or information and when you talk to someone else, then only 

realise that it has been done before and the problem could have been sorted out a lot sooner and easier.  

I see it merely as a central repository of parts and services available to all our members. The 

responsibility of the database administrator will be thus to receive the data, capture it into some sort of 

an electronic format and make it available to our members when requested. The list could also even 

send to our centre chairmen on a regular basis for them to distribute to the members or through Sabrina 

or on the national club website.     

Is there anyone out there that is willing to assist with the start-up of such a service for our members?  

What’s your view on this, let’s get some discussion going on this and watch this space. 

That’s all for now and keep them Triumphs shining and the topless driving!! 

Triumphant Regards, 

Gerhard Vorster  

 
Registrars Report 
 

I am happy to report that we now have more than 860 cars entered in the current South African register 

of Triumphs. Thank you to all of you who helped us to reach this figure. However, it will be wonderful 

if we could have 900 cars by the time that I have to table the registrar’s report at the national gathering 

in April 2010. We have eight months left; hoe lyk dit manne? 

I have a bit of a problem when members do not supply the Triumph’s commission number (or VIN for 

cars post 1980). Sometimes people supply a ‘chassis number’ which is not the same as the car’s 

commission or vehicle identification number. Sometimes people think that the commission number is 

the same as the chassis number and they therefore by chance fill the correct number in on the form.  



 viii 

 

When they fill the chassis number in where the commission or vehicle identification number should go, 

I have a problem.  

Many Triumphs have a narrow long little plate attached to the car’s chassis. That is the chassis number. 

The same car, however, has a bigger almost square plate of Triumph Motor Company in Coventry, UK, 

on which a commission number, in addition to a trim number is stamped. Take a Spitfire for example: 

their chassis numbers all have a prefix or suffix of ‘FC’, irrespective of  whether the commission 

numbers start with ‘FC’ (Mk1 and 2), ‘FD’ (Mk3), ‘FH’ (Mk4), etc. 

The same applies to a TR6 that has a chassis or body number on a long narrow plate on the bulkhead 

near the clutch master cylinder but it does not correspond with the number of the commission number 

plate that sits on the wheel arch under the bonnet (‘CP’ cars), or in the left door post (‘CR’ cars). 

Cars are entered under commission or vehicle identification number in the register. It has happened in 

the past that there were requests by members to check if the TR6’s they have bought are in the register. 

The cars were indeed in the register and could be identified by the same engine number that was 

supplied by the previous owner together with the correct commission number previously. The new 

owner(s) who made the enquiry by mistake supplied the chassis number, nearly causing me to enter the 

same car twice but under different numbers. 

Please owners, and regional club secretaries, make sure that you supply the correct numbers to the 

register. In cases where your local membership application form requires a new member to fill in a 

‘chassis number’ in addition to an engine number, please change the ‘chassis number’ on your form to 

‘commission number’ or ‘VIN’. This will help the owner to fill the correct and applicable number in. 

That way we will eliminate confusion for cars that have to be entered in the TSCC of SA register in 

future.   

I sometimes get details of cars that has the name ‘Triumph’, the model or type, colour, registration 

number, and name and address of the owner only. Without any commission or vehicle identification 

number I cannot enter the car in the register. Some people even supply an engine number (as the only 

reference) that cannot be used because the car has a Datsun, Nissan, or Ford engine without any 

relevant Triumph identification number. I am afraid that it is impossible to enter those cars in the 

register…. 

Cheers vir eers! 

Nols Pienaar 

 
 
National Gathering - 2010 

 

We are going great guns with the Nationals, designing dashboard plaques bumper badges, then getting 

onto shirts, caps and other regalia.  Unfortunately we don’t have any further information on our 

sponsorship. However by the last Sabrina we should be able to give you some news.  We had an 

approach by the Cape Town Centre to extend the Nationals by one extra day. We have considered this 

very deeply. Because of the time of year and the days of the week on which it falls it makes it very 

complicated.  Not everybody finds it easy to take off work – as it is, we will have to take off the Friday 

in order to drive up. (The Cape Town members might even have to drive up on the Thursday). 

If we prolong the event by one day, the obvious day would be Wednesday 28th April, leaving Thursday 

29th to drive back. This would amount to members having to take many days off work. We asked the 

question to various centres and mostly the answer was no.  So I am afraid we have decided to leave the 

dates as planned – from 23rd to 27th April 2010. There is nothing stopping anybody from booking extra 

days at the resort – either before or after the planned days – if they wish to stay longer and visit more 

places in the ‘berg or chat some more with fellow members, this can be done directly with the resort. 

Give Chris Gibbons a call and he will help you with it. 

Best Regards from all the members of the Johannesburg Centre 

 



 ix 

Regional Reports 
 

Bloemfontein 

 

After a long cold winter, two weeks with the maximum temperature not exceeding 10˚C, we have taken 

our cars out of mothballs and attended a “Cars in the Park” on the 10th of August.  We had ten 

Triumphs on show, which is not too bad for Bloem.  Some of our chaps could not make it due to other 

commitments. 

Now that it has warmed up a bit, I am sure the guys will carry on rebuilding their cars!  The garage or 

workshop is not the place to be on a -5˚C evening.  Come on chaps; let’s have 15 at the next Cars in the 

Park! 

How’s your project getting on Stuart? We’ll have to come and check up on you in Bethlehem one of 

these days! 

I am including a few photos of our cars and also some of our members and their Triumphs - Piet Smit 

and his Vitesse and Charles Mitchell and his TR2.  Hope to get a few more at the next meeting 

 

 

 

I have managed to get some bits and pieces for my TR7.  A 

front bumper in fiberglass and water pump kit from Dave 

Blair in Durban (many thanks Dave!).  I have reconstructed 

the impellor from its remains and have had four impellors 

cast in cast iron.  I am busy machining them at the moment.  

The pump needs to be assembled, and then I’ll be mobile 

again. 

 

The 2010 

nationals are 

approaching at a 

fast pace.  Hope 

to see most of you there! 

 

Drive safely & God bless. 

 

Alan 

 
 

Border 
 

 

Anniversary bells have been ringing loud and clear in East London. We the border centre are 

celebrating our 30th anniversary this year. On that note let me clarify the statement in the last issue of 

Sabrina that we were celebrating our 15th year. The centre was founded in 1979 but did go dormant for 

a short while and was revived 15 years ago.  

Our now national registrar and Pretoria centre chairman Nols Pienaar joined the TR register of South 

African 1976 when he was living in Alice. When he received his first issue of Sabrina he discovered 

the name of a guy by the name of Gavin Turner who also owned a TR4A and lived in East London. He 

made contact with Gavin and a braai was arranged in Alice and a great friendship was born. 

In high spirits and full of enthusiasm after the 1978 Nationals Nols and Gavin arranged a informal get-

together of other Triumph owners they had traced in the Border Area.  Around this time Nols himself 

added to his collection a Triumph TR6.   



 x 

Counting heads and Triumphs in 1979 there was a TR3A, TR4A and two TR6’s in Alice while the East 

London grouping consisted of two TR3’s, a TR4A and three Spitfires.  Who says you cannot start a 

club with ten running Triumphs. 
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 What could be done with the Spitfires?  Their owners legible to become members of the TR register.  

We hence decided to call our centre the Border Triumph Sports Car Club that would be open to owners 

of all Triumphs.  Incidentally within a year the TR register of South Africa changed its name to the 

Triumph Sports Car Club of Southern Africa and opened membership to owners of all Triumph Sports 

Cars. 

Early in 1979 the Border Triumph Sports Car Club was officially launched with the following 

committee members:   

Chairman Brian Morrit (TR3), Secretary Trevor Hall (TR3), Spares Secretary Gavin Turner (TR4A), 

Newsletter Editor Nols Pienaar (TR4A), Social Secretary Wendy Till (Spitfire).  As first editor of the 

newsletter Nols decided on the name “Zoom” because it was the project code name for the official 

works TR’s racing at Le Mans from 1959 to 1961 that eventually culminated in Triumph taking the 

team prize in 1961.  We have retained to this day Zoom as our newsletter. 

We salute our two founder members of the Border Centre namely Nols Pienaar and Gavin Turner and 

indeed their wives, Cathy and Nan for the support they afforded their husbands in founding this centre. 

The main celebration of our 30th anniversary was in the form of a five-day excursion to Plettenberg Bay 

where we were joined by members of the P.E. centre and Cape Town centre.  Our thanks go to Deon de 

Kock, his wife Yvonne and the P.E. team for the lovely evening we spent with them at the German 

Club on Thursday night.  On the Plett and Knysna where we spent the next four days braaing, racing 

set-up circuits, touring and site seeing and most important of all socialising and enjoying each other’s 

company.  We were also fortunate enough to be graced with the company of our National Chairman, 

Gerhard Vorster and his lovely wife Suzette.  We thank both the Cape Town Centre and P.E. Centre 

members who joined us for making the effort to do so.  Hope they enjoyed it as much as we did. 

PE Centre:      Cape Town Centre 

Bob and Dorita Pretorius    Jamie and Jenny Hart 

Jimmy and Doria Sheard    Gerhard and Suzette Vorster 

Frikkie and Carolyn Viljoen    Nikkie and Mimmie Booysen 

Jon and Jan (David and Leslie) Rademan: Dennis and Joe Cooke 

Heinz and Paula Konki    Tim and Pru Crawley 

Beyers and Mile Vermaak    Border Centre: 

Geoff and Sue Kriel 

Gavin and Nan Turner 

Les and Dee Cock 

John and Cynthia Williams 

Louis and Bessie Greef 

Hans and Nadine van Eck 

Stuart and Jane Jones from Knysna joined us in their lovely Stag, Bruce Henderson and Tony Lyons-

Lewis from the Local MG club also joined us.   
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A very big vote of thanks to the MG club for all the help they afforded Gavin Turner and Frikkie 

Viljoen in arrangements for the driving test set up in the car park at Pick n Pay on the Sunday morning. 

We have also enjoyed a travelling lunch which started at the Bonza Bay River with champagne and 

orange juice.  We then proceeded to Les and Dee Cock and were very warmly received with lovely 

soup and beautiful breads.  From here we went to Louis and Bessie Greef for delicious oxtail and too 

many beverages which made the trip down the cableway from their home even more daring.   

The meal was completed at the home of Gavin and Nan Turner where we enjoyed scrumptious sweets 

and of course our trademark beverage of Dom Pedros.  A great time was had by all.  Thank you to all 

our hosts. 

Restoration of cars in our centre at the moment seems to be taking a backseat because of business 

projects, other family activities, moving to new homes and I guess some laziness.  An update of these 

projects will follow in Sabrina as soon as work restarts. 

Nationals are getting closer and enthusiasm higher.  Time is not far off when certain parts will be 

removed from cars and polishing and shining will begin.  We all look forward to the Drakensberg with 

great anticipation. 

 

Great Triumphing and many blessings. 

From the Border Centre 

Geoff Kriel 

  

Cape Town 
 

We are almost at the end of winter and the Cape of Storms has had its way, but the past 3 months have 

been incredibly enjoyable for car activities. 

The May month end run was organised by Tom and Anne Dougan as a drive round the coast road 

through Gordons Bay for a brunch in Kleinmond. Being Scots, the weather was suitably inclement but 

the brave souls that did the run were rewarded with a good meal and watching the sea crash against the 

harbour wall. We were very pleased to see Nick and Denise Joubert come over from Struisbaai in their 

TR3 to join us as well as 7 club cars including Neil Cameron’s newly acquired Isuzu Bullet, which is 

an honorary TR whilst Neil’s 5 is being rebuilt. Eskom played its part by having a power cut but it was 

a great candle lit brunch in cosy surroundings. 

The following week Tom had organised a trip to the Franschoek Motor Museum for the curator’s tour.  

The rain drove in as well and most people arrived in their plastics, but Danie Barkhuisen arrived in his 

TR3 after all the ribbing the previous Sunday when he arrived in a plastic, well done Danie!  
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Wayne Harley, the curator, took the party of 17 people through all the halls and started many of the 

cars, from the oldest to the youngest, so that we could get a good understanding of many of the 

mechanical trials of early motoring. We finished up in the hall where all the supercars were kept, and 

the Ferraris and the Porsches were started up for the petrolheads to drool over!! A lovely buffet lunch 

was provided after which we were taken to the workshops and some of the storage areas to see what 

happened behind the scenes. All in all a wonderful day out, no Triumphs what so ever and relatively 

few British cars, but some superb examples of automobile engineering! 

The June Youth day long weekend saw 5 cars on their way to Plettenberg Bay for the Border 30th 

anniversary bash together with the P E club. Dennis Cook, our dessert member, was so unused to 

driving through mist that he missed the meeting point but we all eventually joined forces and set off 

along the N2! Lunch was taken at a lovely farmhouse in Heidelberg and after a petrol stop; the next 

port of call was in Sedgefield to look over Sedgefield Classics. A couple of Triumphs there, including a 

Stag, but the owner was not that interested so after having a photo stop and causing traffic chaos, we 

got underway for Plett. I am sure there will be a report elsewhere of the proceedings, all I can say is 

what a really wonderful weekend and a very big thank you to the entire Border crew, especially Nan 

and Gavin Turner, for their superb organisation. Tim Crawley in his TR3 showed what a side screen 

can really do in the driving test in the Pick and Pay car park, our National chairman had several 

spectators taking bets on what the mean machine could do but in the end the home side won with Geoff 

Kriel in his TR6. All of us had a fantastic weekend and would definitely like to repeat it, as the venue is 

central and the camaraderie and outings really great. As a bonus we had a superb drive back with little 

traffic on the road and the mountains looking spectacular after the rain earlier on! 

The June noggin was probably the best attended for a 

very long time when we had Koos Swanepoel to give a 

talk on his early racing career in a TR3. Koos is certainly 

a legend in this country for his driving exploits, and was 

able to show some of the footage originally taken on 

8mm film that had been expertly transferred onto DVD 

format. There was footage of the original Killarney 

circuit plus some of the races at Gunners Circle in 

Epping and Sachs Circle in Bellville.  
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To some of you in Gauteng that might not mean too much but when one looks at what the roads were 

like then and the proximity of spectators and hazards, one can really stand in awe of the courage and 

skill of those drivers and their ability to race under those conditions. The TR3 certainly showed itsef up 

really well in comparison to its contemparies, one can only rue the missed opportunities for Triumph, 

and British sports cars in general, in the years that followed! The club provided gluwein for all who 

came and the meeting went on for a long time with all the questions and memories for those present. 

Nick Booysen who, along with Theo Brand, had organised the evening thanked Kosie for his talk and 

presented him with a club memento of the evening. 

The June month end run was very ably organised by Ronan Sanderson and took the form of a run up 

the West coast to Ons Huisie at Bloubergstrand. We all met at the Mouille Point lighthouse on a sunny 

winters morning and after photos and a briefing went via the waterfront for a trip along the west coast 

road. It was wonderful to see Margaret Young in her red Herald, Ricky, and Marion Went who came 

with Ronan. The long drive went through some lovely areas, it was difficult to persuade Ricky not to 

turn off, but ended up safely at the restaurant after having caused a bit of a mobile road block to the 

Sunday morning traffic. Parking was a bit of an issue but fortunately the legendary Triumph turning 

circles came into their own and every one sat down to eat. We decided the weather was so good that we 

needed a further photo opportunity so once again we confused the Milnerton traffic to find a spot where 

we could line up the cars AND have Table Mountain as a backdrop! We certainly caused quite a stir 

and it was amazing to see how much interest our cars caused to those out for their morning drives! 

 

Due to members being away, the mid month noggin was a quiet affair with most members chatting and 

watching motoring DVD’s. 

The July month end run 

was organised by Peter and 

Monika du Sautoy and took 

the form of a fish and chips 

lunch at the “Salty Sea 

Dog” in Simonstown. We 

all met for coffee at the 

Constantia shopping centre 

and were delighted to see 

Adrian Morris in his newly 

acquired TR3.  

 

After recruiting a couple of 

new members in a Spitfire, 

we set off in convoy in yet 

more sunny weather for Ou 

Kaapse weg and the drive via Misty Cliffs and Scarborough, enjoying the waves and sights of the coast 

road. At the top of the climb from Scarborough we turned up towards Red Hill and had a good burn via 

the twisting roads to the viewpoint overlooking Simonstown and False Bay for photos. It seems the 

Navy only work weekdays, as all the new corvettes seemed to be at anchor in the naval dockyard! 

Monika had organised the car guard and we all had parking in the “no parking” area in front of the 

restaurant!  A lovely fish and chips meal arrived in double quick time, thanks Peter for the advance 

order, washed down with suitable beverages! 

Forthcoming events are: August noggin is a talk by Les Hayden of Cobra fame on a variety of his new 

projects. The end of August club meeting is the annual go carting challenge against the MG club and 

others at the Kenilworth track. Last years event had to be cancelled due to a flooded track so here is 

hoping! September will be our annual pilgrimage to Hermanus to the “Wheels and Whales” festival, 

which is always a really well organised affair. The end of October will hopefully take us off to 

Worcester and a weekend away whilst the November event will be the extravaganza car show at 

Parrow organised by the Multi Motor club.  

Cheers till then, safe driving in your cars. 

 

Jamie Hart – on behalf of Cape Town club.        
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 Johannesburg 

Here we are again, its still freezing outside, surely its time for summer now???  There’s a cold front 

blowing in from the Cape and it’s 2 degrees outside!  Where are those Swallows?? 

In May some of our members went to the Pietermaritzburg Cars-in-the-Park, which has become a 

regular for them in Joburg.  This is a great event, and the drive through Harrismith, Sterkfontein Dam, 

Oliviershoek Pass and Nottingham Road is truly stunning.  It reminds me of the TV programs one 

sometimes sees about “Great Roads of the World”.  Incidentally – our National Gathering will be held 

along some of these roads next year.  Also in May, Mike Gilchrist organised a breakfast at Teak Place 

on the Kromdraai Road in the Cradle of Humankind. I suppose this road gets its name through the 

multitude of windy turns it has – so it is a great drive too. And so was the breakfast. Nice thing about 

this place is that Gilroy’s Brewery lies between Teak Place and home, so a stop-over is inevitable. 

Our June noggin fell on 16th – a public holiday. So we had a boot sale at John Dobbins’ workshop, CJ’s 

Classic Cars, coupled with a bring and braai lunch. This went off extremely well and we will definitely 

put this as a permanent event on the calendar in future. Thanks John.  
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Some money was raised for St Vincent School for the Deaf so we were glad to help while enjoying 

ourselves too. 

Later in June we had a run to the Biggles Bistro at the Rand Airport.  There are two Boeing 747s, The 

Lebombo and the Maluti (the only preserved 747 SP in the world).  There is also a Lockheed Loadstar, 

a De -Havilland Dove, a  McDonnell Douglas DC3 and a DC6 plus two flight simulators. 

The restaurant is situated at the top of one of the runways, it was a good spot to watch the aircraft 

coming and going.  

 A good time was had by all in spite of service in the restaurant being somewhat bad. The company 

made up for it. 

19th July – Dave and Judy’s Treasure Hunt, as always was a super event. Well organized, the start was 

at the Car Park of the Engen Highveld One Stop on the R21, ending up at Uncle Tim’s Cabin at the 

Secret Garden.  Uncle Tim’s is an antique shop with really great pieces, (if you’re into that). This event 

was organised by the Pretoria Centre and we always have a good turn-out. Gino won it 2nd year in a 

row, and our centre did extremely well- obtaining 6 out of the top 7 spots. 

Sat 15th August found us at the Zwartkops Air force base - it was the Herald 60th birthday and the TR6 

40th birthday. We are so lucky to have Nols in our midst who remembers all these things. This was also 

organised by Dave and Judy Harris and Nols Pienaar. A driving test was also held and a photo session 

was taken at the air museum amongst the wonderful old aircraft on show. It was a wonderful day – 

Thank You Nols, Dave and Judy and Pretoria Centre. 

We had a very interesting August noggin with Mike and Jeanette van Ginkel who did the tour through 

Africa ending up in the UK in their Rolls Royce Silver Spirit! It took them 60 days and a lot of hard 

work and adventure. To start off the Rolls first had to ascend the Sani Pass before embarking on the 

route through Africa, that looked very scary, I would not like to try that.  It was a very interesting DVD 

show, and it must have been an awesome experience.  As Mike says ‘ a once in a lifetime trip’! We 

were nearly 50 members and guests at that noggin !!  Just shows – do it right and you get results. 

Looking forward to the Interclub Concours on September, 27th  at the Clubhouse in Edenvale which 

will be our dry run for the Nationals. Until then, keep that Triumph polished and running! 

 

Best Regards from all the members of the  Johannesburg Centre 

 
KZN 

All is going extremely well here in KwaZulu-Natal. We enjoy open top driving this time of the year 

and make full use of the wonderful tropical winter climate of our green province. 
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We are also experiencing a growth in membership and our new members brought with them new ideas 

and they all take part in the activities of our fine club. The accompanied reports are both done by ladies 

and we are very proud to say that all our ladies work very hard for the club.      

Inkwazi 21 June 2009 

What a lovely Father's Day for all the Dad's and Grandpas! 

A crowd of us met at Shell Ultra City, Umgababa at 8.30am on Sunday, 21 June for our run to Inkwazi; 

marvelous venue just before Port Shepstone. It was a glorious morning - not a winter's day at all.  

We all gathered outside the Steer at 

Ultra, some having coffee, while we 

chatted in the hot sun.   

 

About 10 Triumphs pulled out of 

Umgababa at 9am and headed for 

Hibberdene.  We were instructed by 

David Blair that we were stopping at 

Wimpy, Hibberdene en route, to collect 

the rest of the Triumph enthusiasts. 

In our midst we even had a white 

"Sprint Sports" car built by Phil who 

was driving it.  He and his wife Merle 

were from Port Shepstone. 

All traveling together, we eventually 

turned off just after Umtentweni 

Traveling roughly 3 miles until we then 

turned left to Badpootpas and River!   A 

road that led us deep into Bananas growth, low lying with narrow dusty road and some sugar cane 

alongside the road.  Eventually after a mile or two through this thicket there was a clearing and Inkwazi 

River Lodge had been reached. 

What an amazing, fantastic spot - right on the River and a marvelous expanse of cut grass dotted with 

wooden table and chairs.  A large wooden building, built on stilts was where the large restaurant was 

with many facilities and large open wood verandah with trestle tables and benches. They had set aside a 

number of these tables for the Triumph Sports' car group.  A number of us initially sat upstairs having a 

beer or cold drink, whilst many others settled on the grass near the River with their fare of snacks and 

drinks.  

We all got to meet and enjoy the company of many other Sports Car enthusiasts from that area, such as 

the Sprint owners. 

Eventually the Management of the Resort offered us braai packs and salads all for the ridiculously low 

price of R35.  What a gift!   
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Besides that there were young high school pupils employed by the Resort to actually cook our meat 

over the fires. 

 

 Quite an incredible spot and a magnificent day.  

 

 The main delight of the fabulous luncheon was 

the South African favourite "Puutu and sauce" which 

all enjoyed and many went back for seconds. 

We were all reluctant to bid farewell to 

several members who started departing from the 

venue from about 3.30pm A lovely, peaceful spot 

enjoyed by us all and I, for one, look forward to 

another run there in the near future. 

MARLENE KEATS 

SPITFIRE MYSTERY RUN – SUNDAY 19 

JULY 2009 
 

 

Sunday dawned bright and sunny and 15 Triumphs turned up at the 

Ridge Oasis with owners all curious as to where the ‘Mystery Run’ 

would lead us to.  It was remarked upon that even Philip had taken 

his immaculate Spitfire out of mothballs for the day and brought it 

along! 

Darryl was full of secrets and would not divulge a clue except for letting everyone know we would turn 

off the freeway before Pietermaritzburg.  The run took a left turn at 

Camperdown off the freeway and we proceeded along winding 

country roads, passing a game farm, turning here and there all the time 

getting deeper and deeper into the farmlands, mostly growing sugar 

cane.  

The twisty road encouraged the drivers to use ‘sports’ mode instead of 

merely driving in convoy.We finally drove through the little village of 

Mid-Illovo and then shortly afterwards turned down an unmade, rather 

bumpy rough road, into the sugar cane.  I think many folk had slightly 

raised blood-pressure at this stage, wondering where Darryl was 

leading us.   

Well, all was revealed around the next corner when we saw the most 

welcoming sight of a lovely old farmhouse – this belonging to the 

McCullough family – Denise being a friend of ours from Queensburgh Methodist Church.  

 There was a very warm welcome awaiting us all as she personally handed out little welcome notes to 

us all which gave us an idea of the programme for the day and included a rather lovely poem which I 

will reproduce at the end of this report. 

We all parked under and around the orange and lemon trees at the back of the farm house and I must 

say it was a sight to behold with 15 beautiful Triumphs on the lawn.  We were treated to a fabulous tea 

of cream scones, jam and cheese before some of us went for a little hike throughthe adjoining sugar 

cane to enjoy the views.   

Others relaxed in the lovely front garden in the sun chatting and many others spent a lot of time 

examining each others cars and chatting happily (and emptying quite a few cans and bottles in the 

process!)  
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 Lunch was served at 1pm in the huge big dining room of 

the farmhouse.  Irene, who is the farm caretaker’s wife, 

treated us to curry and rice, a chicken dish and then a 

delicious trifle for pudding.  Nobody was left hungry 

after the magnificent spread.  

 After lunch, an unexpected Triumph turned up in the 

form of a Massey Ferguson Vaaljapie Tractor.  The engine 

started on a third try and the tractor was driven around 

the 

farmho

use by 

Wayne, 

Denise’s son.  Those in the know were aware that 

the motor in the tractor powers most of the 

4cylinder TR range of Triumphs!  Photos were 

taken and most of us posed around the tractor with 

Darryl in the driving seat for a group shot. 

After reluctantly bidding farewell to our very 

friendly and generous hosts we set off for home at 

about 2:30pm.  Darryl again had to lead the 

convoy of cars as it was decided that nobody could 

remember how to get back to Camperdown! 

Darryl and I will be away from 8th to 29th August on a trip round SA in our 4x4 (all the back roads) and 

will be sorry to miss the Graham Cheetham run.  We will be in the Hermanus area that day! 

  Rosemary Hurter Photos: Darryl Hurter 
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Port Elizabeth 
 

Really going to make Eric happy this time, with a short report, not because he asked it, but because the 

deadline is looming. And I suppose many of us leave everything for the last moment. Also because I 

know Beyers had a write-up for the Plet weekend away forwarded to the editor, as well as Peter Leyland 

with a humorous contribution for this issue. 

All I want to add on the very successful Plet week-end, is to congratulate the Border guys and dolls on 

keeping the Border centre a very successful run operation, celebrating the 30th anniversary in style.  

It goes to show what can be achieved with a small group of enthusiasts, especially if everyone is 

involved. 

Our June outing was cancelled an hour before the start because of inclement weather. This was supposed 

to be Bob’s famous Smartie run, but with rain and strong wind I decided to call it a day. After all, we are 

supposed to enjoy our Triumph’s, and this was not enjoyable weather at all. 

Eventually, in July, the 3rd Annual Smarties Run followed by a bring and braai, enjoyed great support 

from club members. The weather was great and members had no excuse because of inclement winter 

weather. We enjoyed a record attendance with 21 members and 10 Triumphs. It was especially gratifying 

to see …seldom seen….Mike Koch’s TR6, Mike O’Donoghue’s Spitfire and also Beyer’s Spitfire out on 

the road. 

It is often said that Port Elizabeth is like the City of Rome. It has 7 hills with valleys and kloofs in 

between. This year the route followed the avenues of Walmer and then visited the central historical 

second hill with landmarks such as the St George’s Park with the Prince Alfred Guards War Memorial, 

Cora Terrace, the Campanile, Feather Market Hall, Opera House, the Donkin Reserve and Lighthouse, 

The Old Grey Institute in Belmount Terrace and the newly renovated Parliament Street and the Horse 

Memorial.  

After the run we all gathered at the MTN Centre. Soon all were busy preparing lunch before moving to 

the boardroom to enjoy watching Hamilton win the Formula 1 race much to the delight of his sole 

supporter Mike O’Donaghue, for the first time in 2009. We must thank Mike and MTN for making their 

facilities available to the club and for the generous handouts. 

The organiser of the Smartie Run wishes to apologize for the missing clues on the various memorials. 

These were removed to scrap dealers between compiling the question sheet and the actual event. ….after 

all we are living in the new South Africa.  

Results are, 1st, Jon and Lesley with 42 points, 2nd Beyers and Mille (not rookies anymore) on 41 points 

& 3rd, Deon and Yvonne with 39 points. 

Next outing will be a drive thru concours organised by Frikkie at the Victoria park bowling club. 

 

Other news from club members is scarce, with Bob & Dorita jet-setting to Mauritius, Bob, to Silverstone 

for the GP, and Karl Illenberger and family to the European GP. 

Feedback on car rebuilding: Peter Leyland nearing completion on his TR6 project and is already driving 

the 6, every time further and further from base. Carl Butlion, now on pension getting finished with his 

TR6’s rebuilt. Also pensioner  Oppie, busy with the completion on the  Spittie and the TR3A. 

I gather from George that Heinz is showing the red TR6 off at car shows, together with the TR4A, 

keeping the Triumph name high in the garden route. 

Interesting statistics forwarded by our web master, Mike Koch, clearly shows that there are many 

readers who visit our web site.  

 

Summary    
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First 

visit 
Summary Last visit 

01 Jun 

2009 - 

00:24 

Month Jun 2009 
30 Jun 2009 - 

23:24 

Unique 

visitors 
Number of visits Pages Hits Bandwidth 

389 

  

594 

(1.52 visits/visitor) 

1200 

(2.02 pages/visit) 

6620 

(11.14 hits/visit) 

164.28 MB 

(283.2 KB/visit) 
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2009 
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2009 
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2009 
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2009 

Jul 

2009 
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2009 
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2009 
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2009 

Nov 

2009 

Dec 

2009 
  

 

 

Month 
Unique 

visitors 

Number 

of visits 
Pages Hits Bandwidth 

Jan 

2009 
354 688 1891 8714 

272.17 

MB 

Feb 

2009 
360 708 1554 7513 

194.24 

MB 

Mar 

2009 
370 795 1324 7683 

239.85 

MB 

Apr 

2009 
338 648 1480 7124 

202.49 

MB 

May 

2009 
342 578 1278 6998 

172.60 

MB 

Jun 

2009 
389 594 1200 6620 

164.28 

MB 

Jul 

2009 
313 524 986 6708 

155.76 

MB 

Total 2466 4535 9713 51360 1.37 GB 
 

Much talk and enthusiasm is going on regarding and preparing for the Nationals at 

the Berg, as I write this only 8 months away. Hope to see the update in this edition, 

as I know that more than 5 members already booked from our region 

That’s about all I can do for this edition. 

Enjoy life and your Triumphs 

Deon 

 

 

Pretoria 

Winter came early this year. We have been so spoilt with our mild winters in the Jacaranda City during 

the past decade that we forgot what it was like some twenty years ago. Can you image, we even had 

sleet on the 1st of August! But our spirits 

remained ‘triumphant’! 
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On the 31st of May we enjoyed a wonderful day at the 

skidpan situated at the Zwartkops racetrack. Ettiene 

Lourens, a well known local rally driver and advanced 

motoring instructor ran the event that was well 

supported by Pretoria members who came along in 

Triumphs as well as modern ‘plastics’, in addition to 

quite a number of our friends in the local MG car club. 

Despite the rather inclement weather we managed to 

attract no less than 25 entries and had great fun in 

doing so. Congratulations to Chris Davis on a 

convincing win (Chev Lumina V8). 

In June we staged the annual Cats Eyes event, a treasure hunt that takes place after dark. 

Visiting two shopping centres in search of answers to the cryptic clues in the shop windows, our 

members and other participants appear to have enjoyed another interesting event that attracted 

20 entries.  

Congratulations to Ivan and Marcelle de Clerk (MG car club) on winning this year’s event and 

the first prize of a lovely Swatch watch. 

Our July noggin was one with a difference that paid good dividends. Instead of meeting on the 

usual third Wednesday evening in the Centurion clubhouse that is substantially colder than the 

rest of Pretoria, we decided to have a day-time braai event on Sunday, 12th July and we 

combined it with a swap and sell event. That was a good move because we had more than 30 

people in attendance and we came away with the conclusion that it might be the recipe to follow 

during winter months in future. 

A week later (19th July) Dave and Judy Harris staged the annual Benoni Treasure Hunt and once 

again treated us with a superb event characterized by a prize for each one of the 23 participants. 

Well supported by our friends in the Jo’burg centre, the event was won by Gino Casieri whose 

TR6 had to be push started because of a dead battery. In addition to the floating trophy, the first 

prize - wait for it - happened to be a new car battery. Moral of the story?  Needs can be fulfilled 

by supporting Pretoria events! 

The Triumph club was again given two stands at the annual Cars in the Park organized by the 

Pretoria Old Motor Club on Sunday, 2nd August. Only a day after the sleet, weather conditions 

were not ideal and that was clearly reflected by only 22 Triumphs and 25 members attending 

this great classic car event. Nevertheless, our new member from Potgietersrus, William Kelly, 

brought his newly restored ex-Zimbabwe white TR4A to the event and we were able to 

welcome him to his first club event. Another one of our country members in Limpopo Province, 

Terrance du Toit from Tzaneen, recently bought Rob Martin’s very nice white TR6 with wire 

wheels. Well done, Terrance, your collection of Triumphs have now grown to six! Tzaneen 

seems to become a place of note on the Triumph map 

The crème de la crème of our events during the past three months. took place at the air force 

museum situated at AFB Swartkop in Valhalla. It struck me 

very recently that the year 2009 is special for both the Triumph 

Herald as well as TR6.  

For the Herald 50 years have elapsed since it was first launched 

in 1959, while the TR6 is celebrating 40 years since its 

introduction in 1969.  

Waking up quite late, I did 

not have much time to 

organize meaningful 

numbers of these 

Triumphs for a suitable 

anniversary event but 

decided to combine it with 

our ‘auto test’ event on 

15th August.  
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It is quite amazing that our Heralds, or their owners at least, seem to have disappeared because I 

managed to get only two cars (both from 

Pretoria) in running condition making it to 

the event. Thank you, Jaco van Vuuren and 

Grant Malherbe for bringing your 

convertible and sedan to the anniversary 

respectively. I had a bit more luck with our 

TR6’s in Pretoria and Johannesburg. 

Locating 16 cars in running condition 11 

owners managed to respond by having their cars at the event: Johan Retief, Duncan Roberts, 

John Dobbins, Mike Haydon, Gary Blake, Dave Beard, Ron Bartram, Jean Coppens, Keith 

Kelly, Donald McDonald, and Yours Truly. Nineteen other Triumphs joined us on the day, so 

with a total of 32 Triumphs and 41 members in attendance between Pretoria and Jo’burg  

centres I had reason to be very satisfied. 

David Harris ran his auto test very smoothly and professionally. Explaining why it is not a 

gymkhana (something you do on horses), nor a driving test (that is what you do to get a driver’s 

license) David organized five slow speed yet timed precision driving courses laid out by means 

of traffic bollards for every entrant. The fact that we combined the auto test with the 

Herald/TR6 anniversary gave us excellent attendance because there were 21 entries in the 

classic car, and 4 in the modern car section. We 

were very well supported by our Jo’burg 

compatriots as well as the MG car club and with 

superb weather we had a wonderful time that 

allowed photo sessions of individual Triumphs 

and owners with a variety of classic aircraft in 

addition to the group photo commemorating the 

anniversary.  

Congratulations to Andries Scholtz (Austin Healy ‘frogeye’ Sprite) on winning the classic car 

section and to Christopher Harris, David’s son (Ford Ka), on taking the trophy in the modern 

car section. Thank you to Peter Roth for donating and awarding the two substantial floating 

trophies in the Edwin Roth Auto Test that will now become an annual event.  
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In closing I wish to welcome two new members: William Kelly from Potgietersrus and Mel 

Stander from Centurion. We trust that they will have a long and happy association with us. 

 

Groetnis 

Nols 

The UK 

Wessex and New Forest Triumph Run 
 

On 26th April 2009, about 85 Triumph cars across the whole spectrum, gathered at Avon Heath Country 

Park at St Leonard’s between Ringwood and Ferndown, in the beautiful New Forest in Hampshire. 

From just after 8.00 am Triumphs of every description found their way to the car park, and all eagerly 

waited for the off. The day started with a clear blue sky and sunshine, which augured well for the rest 

of the day.  

Among those gathered, was the Inca Yellow TR7, lately 

owned by Bill Byford, who has recently sold it on to Roy 

Hankins from Southampton, who is absolutely delighted with 

it. This is one of only about three drop-heads in this colour, 

which were used as test cars for the media. It has to be said 

that the car stands out like a ray of sunshine amongst all the 

others. Bill can be assured that it has gone to a good home, 

and hopefully we will be seeing it many times over the years. 

[Bill Byford runs the printing company who publish our 

magazines.] 

Soon after 10.00 am, the convoy got under way. On leaving the 

park, we all turned left on to the dual carriageway; in the interests of 

safety, and as a police request. We then had to negotiate a 

roundabout, and return back towards our start point! With the aid of a 

tulip map and clear instructions we zigzagged through the New 

Forest, slowing down to look at ponies and their foals – a a a a a h! 

 

There was a great 

diversity of scenery, 

through densely wooded areas with masses of bluebells, and 

over moorland, trying to avoid most busy roads. 

Although the day was designated Classic Car Day we didn’t 

seem to meet as many other clubs as last year, but there were 

some out there. 

We passed through places whose names epitomise the New 

Forest: Burley and Brockenhurst, Beaulieu (passing the 

National Motor Museum where there was a Boat Jumble), Lyndhurst, Cadnam, and Fordingbridge, as 

well as some lesser known ones such as Sway (reminds me of dancing!) Brook (water), Bramshaw, and 

Nomansland. My favourite place name was Lover (those who know pronounce it Lowver, but I prefer 

the more obvious), which sounded better than Hatchet Green! 

There was a halt part way through at Hale Village Hall. Perhaps that place name should have warned 

us – the sky started to darken, but we all remained positive with the hoods down. We were treated to 

tea or coffee and a biscuit, and it was a great chance to chat to other drivers in the car park. 
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Then it was onward via Woodgreen 

and Whitsbury, Rockbourne and 

Sandleheath, Alderholt, where I thought 

my navigator had said Aldershot and I 

wondered where I had gone wrong! 

Cripplestyle and Daggons, Verwood and 

here’s another lovely name: Tidpit 

Martin. 

By the time we were about two miles 

from our destination at The Compasses 

Inn at Damerham, the rain started to fall; 

slowly at first, but by the time we were 

queuing to get into the car park the tap 

was turned full on, so we managed to 

put up an umbrella to cover the cabin. We obviously wouldn’t do this when traveling, but when you are 

almost stationery it is ok. The first task on parking was putting our hoods up. Those that had booked 

lunch dived into the pub, and those that hadn’t either stayed 

in their cars or sheltered under the pavilion. 

The rain stopped after about an hour and all was bright 

and sunny again. 

John Davies, a member of the Hampshire TRDC won the 

best TR7/8 prize for the second year running. This is well 

deserved as the car is very special, especially the back 

badge! Prizes were handed out by Bethany Williamson, the 

daughter of one of the organisers.  

 

Our thanks must go to Trevor Carlyle and the organisers for 

another great day out, and especially to our own Rex 

Holford and Keith Cox who also acted as marshals, making sure they were one step ahead of the 

convoy, ensuring that we all went the correct way. 

Val McMillan – TR Drivers Club 
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Some of the cars of our two cover guys. Still don’t know? Go to page 60 
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FROM CANLEY TOCONSTANTIA 
PARK: THE STORY OF THE 
REMARKABLE TR7 TWINS 
This is the story of a set of twins born in Coventry, England, some thirty years ago, but who 

were re-united in the same suburb in Pretoria, by sheer coincidence after a quarter of a century. 

To crown it all, they belong to a rather rare edition of the Triumph TR7 breed of sports cars, 

making their case particularly noteworthy. 

The two Triumph TR7’s are both right hand drive red convertibles made IN June 1979 and their 

commission numbers are TCT102939F (Nols Pienaar’s car) and TCT102940F (Chris Smit’s 

car) respectively. Apart from the fact that their commission numbers are in sequence, what is so 

special about them? 

First of all, right hand drive convertibles for the British market were only launched in the spring 

of 1980, and commission numbers on Triumphs were replaced by vehicle identification 

numbers (VIN) from 1980 onwards. To make it more interesting, TCT prefixes in commission 

numbers were used on TR7’s built for the North American markets in 1979, a year before 

convertibles were released for sale in Europe. Very interesting indeed. 

The cooling system plumbing on the TCT TR7’s is notably different from the other right hand 

drive convertibles: not only are the coolant reservoirs mounted on the right hand side, but the 

top radiator houses and their mountings in the radiator top tanks are also different. 

The lack of the rather prominent front spoiler also dates the twins to pre-1980.  The spoiler was 

introduced for American cars between September & October 1978 and only in September 1980 

for UK Convertibles. Also adding to their provenance of being pre 1980 and further confusing 

the issue is that their ignition switches are on the left hand side of the steering column. Now 

prior to September 1980, and Vin 402927) all UK cars had their ignition switches on the left 

while those for the USA had them on the right side of the steering wheel.  

As to the meaning of the suffix F, according to Bill Piggott, there is evidence that cars built with 

the optional 5 speed gear box prior to it become a standard item, had the suffix F. 

This option was withdrawn on USA cars in February 1977, reintroduced in January 1978 and 5 

speeds became standard on the move to Canley in September 1978. So what it denotes on a 

1980 car is indeed a mystery. 
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Incidentally, there are a total of 8 out of the 130 cars in the South African TR7 register (twins 

included) that belong to this category but our particular twins are the only ones with 

commission numbers in sequence, indicating that they most likely followed one another on the 

assembly line on the same day.  

All the above characteristics make the twins rather unique in our local context. Leyland SA only 

started importing and marketing TR7’s from the second half of 1981 but these cars all hail from 

Solihull, England, where the last of the Sevens were produced. The other Canley right hand 

drive units in SA have the characteristic TPADJ7AT prefixes in their VINs that coincide with 

1980, the first year of right hand drive convertible production.  

I bought my TR7 from Daleen Nel in Parys, Free State, in 2002. Prior to that this lady owned 

the car for a period of 16 years after buying the car from the first owner in 1986 (a car dealer in 

Bethal) who imported the car as a new unit from the UK himself in 1981. The car therefore 

appears to have been kept in the BL stock for two years before it came to SA. Chris Smit, on the 

other hand, bought his car from a Mr van Pletzen in Roodepoort in 2004, but it is not clear who 

owned the car 

before him or how 

the car found its 

way to South 

Africa.  

Chris and I lived 

less than one 

kilometer from one 

another in 

Constantia Park, 

Pretoria when he 

acquired his TR7. 

The great 

coincidence that our 

two cars are 

actually twins only 

became clear after 

we compared our 

respective TR7 commission numbers. The fact that the twins were born one after the other on 

the same day on the same production line (for the American export units nogal) and came to be 

re-united after a period of 25 years, in the same suburb of Pretoria, is quite remarkable. 
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The twins added another flavour to their remarkable story when they followed one another all 

the way to the 2006 national gathering in Hermanus where both won gold medals.  

‘Daleen’, or 102939F, the first-born, beat 102940F by the narrowest of margins as overall 

winner in Concours d’Etat.  Quite remarkable again.  

Viva the Canley/Constantia twins! Viva coincidence! 

 

Nols Pienaar 

 

A HALF-CENTURY 
September 3rd 1959 was an auspicious day; the 20th anniversary of the day that WWII was declared was 

also the date of my Mothers birthday. However more auspiciously at dawn on that day 50 years ago the 

Royal Mail Ship  “Athlone Castle” steamed into Cape Town harbour.  

A motley assortment of passengers thronged the rail all commenting on either familiar or totally 

unknown sights.  

I wonder how many of them, in those cold war days of nuclear war scares, noticed the ominous 

mushroom cloud rising from the then active Cape Town Power Station? 

Among the passengers were South Africans, young & old, returning from holiday in Europe, 

Rhodesian farmers & their families also back from “leave” and also returning Northern Rhodesian 

miners after similar leave. 

In the minority were the spellbound immigrants gaining their first sight of the “Dark Continent’ which 

was destined to become their new home. 

One of these was a stocky well-built guy in his late teens, namely me. 

After docking we all embarked and those of us going “up country’ delivered our trunks and bags at the 

railway station before setting off to the top off Table Mountain.  

Later that evening we boarded the train taking our places in the old fashioned wooden carriages 

complete with raised centre roofs and fore and aft observation platforms. This was a train straight out 

of a Cowboy movie. 

On Saturday morning the train arrived in Johannesburg after traversing, for me a then unknown 

landscape, before continuing its journey to Rhodesia. 

Saturday afternoon now ensconced at a Springs gold mine, I was introduced to my first DKW 3=6 and 

its companion a Wartburg Coupe. These two strange cars were introduced to me by their respective 

owners, two teenage Afrikaners who both hailed from Pretoria. Of course it did not help that they 

spoke no English, which later turned out to be a leg-pull for “ die Sautie”.  

That night I experienced my first drive-in movie, at the now long gone Fountains Drive In.  
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Having spent the night in Pretoria we set off for Hartbeestpoort Dam, a journey that resulted in me 

falling in love with Pretoria. It was after all September & the Jacaranda’s were in bloom & who other 

than “greenies” can fail to love the Jacaranda. 

For lunch that day we ate Boerewors at the Koedoe Café overlooking Hennops River. 

Well that was the first 4 days of my life in South Africa and so without going into an auto biographical 

tome it at least explains why September 2009 is special, even the 3rd is on a Thursday this year as if by 

arrangement. 

The last 50 years between have been educational, eventful and sometimes emotional but have left me 

with an abiding sense of belonging  to my adopted land. 

I would be dishonest if I did not confess to mixed feelings when Wales play die Bokke, but when the 

Cymraeg play England I can be forgiven for wearing my heart on my sleeve. 

Along the way I have been privileged to have met and known some wonderful people and of course 

some that were not so wonderful. 

My career as a mining engineer has taken me to every continent with the exception of Antarctica and 

something in the order of 40 countries. These have included Finland, Jordan, Egypt, China, Japan, 

Australia, Colombia, and Cote d’Ivoir to name a few. While locally it has taken me all over Africa and 

to places many South Africans have only ever heard of. 

If I add my rallying time then I have virtually driven around and across the whole of South Africa. 

The mid 60’s saw me working on a mine in Ghana before heading to University in the UK. Returning 

to SA in late 1970, I married Shirley in January 1971, having known her since about 1962 and shortly 

after became a South African citizen. 

We built our home within sight of the Koedoe Café in the area I had first seen some 12 years before.  

This became the base for my work & my travels. Work that has seen me involved in several world 

firsts in the world of mining.  

Yes! We have them locally; and say nothing about them, as many of them are unheralded in our 

myopic media. 

It will be strange for example to revisit next April at the Nationals, the Drakensberg Pump Storage 

scheme. Will it really be 35 years since I last went underground there, and for how many of you will it 

be your first knowledge of its existence? 

It is strange how ones past catches up with one, for example I bought, and still have, my wedding shoes 

from the shop of a relative of Nick Paxinos and have subsequently re met the Protea Triumph. 

However I will admit to having become, I believe, somewhat outspoken where South Africa is 

concerned.  
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What do I mean by this?  

 Well. Essentially the “grass” is definitely not greener over there.  

Yes I know that you are going to quote me crime statistics but one thing that we are very good at is 

claiming to be World Champions at everything bad. 

What about deadly hijacking in Melbourne, houses of friends in Vancouver being cleaned out twice in 

a year, folks in Germany losing their entire home contents when on holiday?  

I once attended a Dinner party in Abidjan with a polyglot guest list of diplomats where they each 

competed to prove that that their country had the most violent crime.  

And who would believe block watches in rural Wales?  

If you think that we have a monopoly in corruption then you haven’t been following the goings on in 

the British Parliament. 

Recently two Mayors & 30 officials were arrested in New Jersey USA for fraud & corruption. 

We have just hosted a superb IPL 20/20 cricket series, the Confederation Cup and the British Lions 

tour.  

Have we been shouting from the housetops as to how well we did by these events held over a two 

month period? 

What about our world class new Soccer stadia, for 2010, with that in PE being thought by FIFA to not 

be ready in time for the Confederation Cup but actually completed in March, a record. 

Have you seen how rapidly the Gautrain is advancing and what fantastic bridges it has got?  

Have we shouted to the world about the wonderful “re-created” GT40’s, Porsche 917’s & now the new 

Perana? 

 I doubt it .  

Even Jeremy Clarkson & his crew believe that the Noble is made in the UK. 

You know we are lucky enough to live in a wonderful country with no Hurricanes, no Cyclones (yes 

we had Demoina but that was years ago), no Volcanoes, and no Earthquakes.  

So here I am starting my next 50 years in SA, still employed as a Mining Engineer, still married, still in 

my same house. 

What are my wishes & hopes for the next 50? 

Well apart from hoping that your Triumph lasts for that time at least, that we all stop winging and start 

letting the World know what a wonderful place this and what our achievements really amount to. 

So if I do sound off now & again in future Sabrina’s you will know where I am coming from, and 

please join me, in lifting a glass, to September the 3rd, and to the next 50.  

 

Eric Fletcher 



 xxxii 

 

Early History of the Triumph Protea 
 By: John Mason-Gordon 

 

My first motorcar was a TC.  MG bought in 1947 at exactly the same time as the Royal visit to 

Johannesburg.  This was my introduction to sports cars and I drove it for several years, servicing and 

tuning it myself.  Running it on something like the equivalent of R 10 a month!!  

In the mid 1950s I did two things: learnt to fly and bought a Triumph TR2.  I had 
seen the launch in London of the Healey 100 and the Triumph at the 1950 or 
1951 Earls Court Motor show and fell absolutely in love with the Healey.  
Although I put my name down for one, import control scuttled my dream.  The 
Jaguar XK120 emerged at about the same time and its lovely lines and high 
performance were a big hit.  I was living in France then and was a spectator at a 
motor race in Aix les Bains where a young up and coming driver called Stirling 
Moss drove a BRM.  
In about 1956, as I recall, Clows imported a few Triumphs and I was able to secure one in Durban.  I 

decided to try my luck at racing.  

I joined the Sports Car Club as a complete novice and set about learning all I could about sports and 

racing cars.  As I remember it there were no racing circuits up here on the Reef--- Grand Central was 

not yet in commission --- and the first meeting I attended under the auspices of the SCC was a sort of 

sprint event at a venue called Kaffirs Kraal.  There were, I think, about 25 cars amongst which were 

several Triumphs.  We all met at the Doll’s House and proceeded in convoy to the alleged track outside 

Pretoria.  There were three events: a standing quarter mile, a one lap event and another which, for the 

life of me, I cannot remember and the track was so narrow that each car was timed separately.  I was 

pleasantly surprised to get a second in all three behind a hot Austin Healey belonging to a chap who I 

think was called Barnard.  I received three of the smallest cups I’ve ever seen at the prize giving but 

knew that this was a big scene for me. 

A hill-climb near Krugersdorp, although it rained just as I was starting the climb, brought a good result 

and I was firmly hooked on this sport. 

Various sprints and small races followed, firstly at the airfield circuit of Palmietfontein and then, I 

think, at Grand Central, but the one race that really caught my imagination was the Six Hour at 

Maritzburg.  I had attended as a spectator in a previous year and was thrilled by the concept of the 

whole event.  The TR was entered for 1958. 

Although the standard TR had quite good performance I started planning to improve it.  The first 

modification was to import from England a Derrington exhaust system and the next a Laycock 

overdrive.   
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The latter caused me severe irritation because, although I had done all the ordering, taken care of all 

financial arrangements directly with either Laycock or Triumph in England, they sent it our via Clows 

who charged me something like 110% added to the original price--- for doing nothing but handing it 

over the counter!     

Nevertheless both worked beautifully.  The Derrington allowed the engine to breath properly, giving a 

noticeable increase in power and the overdrive gave me seven possible forward ratios and partly took 

the place of a variable differential.  An anti-roll bar was fitted to the front suspension.  

I believed in approaching a power increase cautiously, with total reliability a prime consideration and at 

a price I could afford--- there was no real sponsorship in those days and you can’t win unless you 

finish.  All the considerable modifications to the engine and gearbox were undertaken with that in 

mind. 

At the time Triumphs recommended using SAE 30 oil in both engine and gearbox.  Multigrade oils 

were just appearing on the scene and I consulted the technical department at Shell and asked whether 

they could not be substituted in both.  The answer was yes and throughout their racing career both 

engine and gearbox ran only on 10/30 multigrade with considerable benefits in reduced friction, 

particularly from cold. 

The Triumph engine was pretty reliable as long as you did not exceed 5000 RPM, at which point the oil 

temperature rocketed and it promptly ran its main bearings.  It happened twice, even before the oil 

substitution, and I was advised to hard chrome the crankshaft.   

This seemed to work but I never really relaxed at elevated RPM until much later when I fitted an oil 

cooler.        

I had meanwhile befriended John Myers who then worked as a mechanic at a Marshall Street garage in 

Johannesburg.  His boss was on Zunia Liebavicius---Zed Smith for short---a TR owner and charming 

sports car enthusiast.  John was a meticulous worker with a profound knowledge of car mechanics and 

also had long distance racing experience.  As he and I seemed to have similar philosophies about 

racing, I invited him to co-drive the Six Hour with me.   

Without wishing to sound pretentious, my racing philosophy was patterned very closely on that of Juan 

Manuel Fangio at the time the most successful and probably greatest, driver in the world.  He 

maintained that a race should be won as slowly as possible.  Stirling Moss who had enormous talent, 

and may have been the quickest, always drove at his and the car’s maximum.  Moss often broke his car 

and failed to finish.  Fangio invariably finished.  Moss never won a world championship; Fangio won 

five.  The message was clear.  My directive to John was: “We race within the limits of the car” and he 

agreed.    

The Six Hour was the most exciting and intriguing event.  Apart from the actual car preparation and 

racing I loved the pit organization and being part of one of the SCC teams.  
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 The atmosphere in Maritzburg was extraordinary, both on and off the track. The members of the 

Joburg contingent were good drivers, willing pit helpers and very compatible and we had the greatest 

fun, before and after the racing.   

I remember a bedtime frolic in the hotel corridors with the men outfitted in their wife’s and girl-friends 

nighties!  The after race party, which took place at “Café de Move-on” or “Pie Cart” in the market 

square, saw the release of pent up high spirits and amongst other activities, races round the square 

involving the porter’s trolleys mounted and pushed by the teams!      

Apart from initial worry over the Michelin X tyres, which scrubbed on the outside during practice and 

showed some of the sidewall steel belting, everything seemed to be o.k. during the race.  The car went 

like a dream and we second to the Alfa Romeo of Horse Boyden and, I think, Mario Lupini.  If my 

memory serves me correctly we also assisted the SCC to a team win.   

Post race scrutineering bought its own moments.  The engine capacity was measured by removing a 

spark plug and filling one cylinder with a measured dose of water.  In order to evacuate the water, John 

pressed the starter, sending a compressed missile of H20 arcing towards the spectators, where it 

unerringly targeted the bare back of a sun-dressed young lady; to the intense delight of the assembled 

crowd.  

I was thrilled with our performance but there was no question that if we wanted to win in the future, we 

would have to be more competitive.  And so started a long train of thought and action.  I embarked on a 

series of engine modifications including porting and polishing the head, making and adding a cold air 

box to the carbs with a large diameter pipe collecting cool air at the nose.  This was not used to 

pressurise the incoming air, as SU carbs needed their pistons to be pressure equalised and the 

practicalities and underbonnet space of an all-encompassing box made this possible.  The camshaft and 

compression ratio were left alone in the interests of reliability and keeping the revs reasonable, but 

useful and perceivable performance increased were apparent.     

I think it was about this time that oil cooler was added.  I had a small plate of aluminium made with the 

necessary ducts drilled in it, which fitted between the oil filter and the crankcase.  It led the hot oil to a 

cooler and back to the filter, with the cooler mounted, not low down at the front but, on the passenger 

side scuttle above the foot well--- I was nervous that near the water radiator close to the road surface, it 

might be damaged.  In spite of being out of the main airstream the temperature was dramatically 

reduced at higher revs and we never had to worry about the bearing again. 

The Triumph was a fun car to drive but it wasn’t particularly light and you had to enjoy its jack-in-the-

box, la conga/samba progression over uneven road surfaces like at Grand Central (with almost was 

more movement in the chassis than the suspension). 

 

There was no doubt that a light, stiff chassis would bring major benefits without sacrificing reliability, 

but import control was still enforced and in any case exotic, imported chassis would be beyond my 

financial capabilities and not really to my taste.  So I continued to race the Triumph in sprint events. 

John Myers had meanwhile joined up with a family of enthusiasts called Hudson to launch a South 

African sports car.  It would be known as a PROTEA and John, Alec Roy and Roland Fincher would 

design and built it.  They set up a factory in Johannesburg and eventually produced their first car that 

debuted, a Ford 1172 cc. side valve motor and fibreglass body.  The latter was a bit slab-sided and 

ordinary to looking, I thought, with little attention to aerodynamics.  The engine kept the price 

reasonable but performance was pedestrian.  It was a rather disappointing debut.       

I don’t know how many Proteas were sold but I think eventually the Hudson’s withdrew from the 

operation and John moved premises to work on his own.  I had driven one or two of the early Proteas 

on public roads near the factory, and in spite of its looks, was impressed with its lightness, precision 

and road holding ---no jack-in-the-box here--- and entered into discussions with John about the 

possibility of marrying the Triumph’s mechanicals to the Proteas chassis.  He had a few chassis 

available and I commissioned him to carry out the work that we had discussed on one of them.  

Englishman Geoff Collins, who was a professional, car body-builder of great skill occupied the same 

premises as John and was commissioned to provide a body for my new baby.  I had acquired a DB3 as 

daily transport by then and seem to remember that Geoff had worked at Aston Martin. 

I had very definite ideas about the external design of the car.  The aerodynamics involved would of 

necessity be a bit of a thumb suck but I had an understanding of them from my flying experience and, 

borrowing some of the thinking coming out of England, especially from Lotus, drew a shape for Geoff 
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which I felt would follow the correct principles and at the same time look good (Functional shapes 

always look good to me). 

Thus the body had to be smooth with a low radiator air-intake pointing slightly down, where it was 

thought a high pressure area existed.  The bonnet had to flow smoothly to the windshield area and the 

sides had to be rounded and flowing.  I also wanted a slight air extractor effect behind the front wheel 

arches to assist with brake cooling.  The doors had to be high, with no, or very little, cutaway.   

The shape of the tail was considered important in reducing or eliminating lift at speed and the current 

thinking was that it should be slightly higher that the bonnet and as flat as practical on top. 

John always had a pragmatic point of view and he felt that both nose and tail should have little 

overhang.  He was concerned about bumping and boring  during racing, and I agreed.   
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 We also 

agreed that maximum accessibility to mechanicals decreed that both bonnet and tail should be hinged 

or arranged to open to their fullest extent.  Attachment points and other practical details were left for 

Geoff and John to work out.  I think that there was very little difference in outlook between the three of 

us and we were all very pleased with the eventual result.     

Due to the difference in width of the front swing axles and the narrowness of the Triumph rear axle the 

body turned out much wider at the front than the back, but it never looked or felt unbalanced and from 

every angle we thought its lines were lovely. 

If I remember correctly it took about six months to complete the car and during that period I acquired a 

set of TR3 front disc brakes from Alex Blignaut that were fitted in place of the original drums.  Its first 

outing without a body indicated a beautiful balance and tight control and I think that the only 

modification was made to the front spring settings. 

I liked the colour of the TR---good for racing cars I thought---so we stuck to its original bright red.  

Geoff did such a good smooth job on the body that absolutely no filler was used before a primer and 

the final coat were applied.  The car was finished just in time for the Six Hour and John’s artistic wife 

Christine added the racing numbers the night before we let for Maritzburg. 

We had debated re-licensing it as a Protea but were worried that the taxman would levy a new car 

penalty and so we kept the original license and number plated and informally added “Protea” to the 

original name.  And so was born the TRIUMPH PROTEA.  

The Maritzburg Six Hour was the Protea’s first and probably its most important race.  I drove it down 

to Maritzburg and John drove it back.  

At practice we were a bit disappointed in our lap times and that night my mechanic (more about him 

later) and my brother-in-law stripped the engine and replaced the top chromed piston rings with softer 

Hasting ones, finishing sometime in the early hours of the morning of race day.  The wheel alignment 

was also changed.   
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All this to good effect because, true to the declared philosophy, we rarely exceeded 4500rpm during the 

entire race, and we won it.     

The car was beautifully balanced at speed and easy to drive.  The roadholding was phenomenal and we 

were able to take the long sweep at full bore where we often passed the competition.  I erred on one lap 

when passing a Renault that I thought was holding its line at the exit to the sweep, but he drifted out 

and caught the front mudguard and caused me to spin.  Otherwise it was a faultless and thrilling 

performance.  The post race was pretty memorable too.  

Meanwhile I continued to modify the engine.  I don’t any more remember the precise chronology of 

these modifications but they included fitting larger and lighter inlet valves and larger cylinder sleeves 

to bring the capacity up to 2.2 liters.  This simultaneously lifted the compression ratio about 10%.  I 

then embarked on a more difficult modification involving the fitting of one carburetor per cylinder.  

After a great deal of searching I eventually located a bloke working at Greens Radiators who hand 

formed and welded four individuals tubes into pairs to fit the inlet ports. 

There was only room for three float chambers and so the two inner carbs drew from a central chamber 

carefully aligned to give them both the correct float level.  On starting the engine ran very rough and I 

was horrified to see the SU pistons pumping in unison with the cylinders.  I had completely ignored the 

balance pipe so necessary with SU’s. 

Back to Greens and the problem was solved by welding on a large diameter pipe with short links to the 

inlets.  Controlling the butterflies was quite tricky but my mechanic rigged a very fine set of pulley 

with wheels and wires which worked a treat and I raced it like that in Luanda and until I sold the car.  

Although we never tested the output on an engine dynamometer, Fred Wilmot had a wheel dyno that 

indicated that we were getting very much the same power at the wheels as the original TR2 was rated at 

the flywheel.  I believe that the engine must have been giving somewhere near 130 BHP. 

On two occasions I tried to race the car at East London and failed on both.  On the one I developed an 

ulcer on my right eye and had to have it surgically removed.  A bandage covering my eyes precluded 

any thought of racing and we departed East London without my even having had the opportunity to 

practice.   

On the other occasion:  I had entered for a two hour race which was scheduled for July and as the time 

approached it became apparent that it would coincide with the birth of my first child in Johannesburg.  

I felt obliged to withdraw personally and invited Chris Ferguson to drive in my place.  He was accepted 

as a substitute by the organisers and achieved a creditable 3rd place.    

Chris had shown interest in Protea after I passed him and his Dart (I think) going into the kink along 

the back straight at Grand Central.  
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He thought I was surely headed for the nearby rocks and we had a chat about the car’s road holding 

after the race.  I believe he subsequently commissioned his own Protea.  

Racing in Luanda was a unique experience.  The Luanda Car Club sent an invitation to the SCC or the 

RAC, I don’t remember which, for three South African drivers to participate in their annual major race 

meeting and Ian Fraser-Jones, Bill Jennings and I were selected.  It was unique for several reasons: At a 

time when there was no real sponsorship in South Africa, we were flown to Lourenco Marques and 

spent one night at the Polana Hotel.  We were then flown to Luanda and accommodated for 10 days in 

the best Hotels.  We were made honorary members of the Luanda car club for the duration of our stay 

where all refreshments were on the house.  Our cars were transported to Luanda by rail and ship and 

housed at selected garages for the entire period.  All this was done entirely at their expense and all fuel 

and lubricants were sponsored by Shell.  Before departing we painted a green and gold stripe along the 

centre of the bonnet and tail to establish our provenance.   

The course was laid out in the middle of town and was the African equivalent of Monaco.  I mean this 

literally because Luanda is a seaport and the oldest city in the southern hemisphere---100 years older 

than Cape Town--- and the streets are laid out like they are in the old cities of Europe.  No really 

straight roads, variations in slope, widening at some places and narrowing at others, with relatively 

narrow pavements and buildings right on the streets. 

The widest part, at about 30 to 40 metres, was the seafront esplanade which had two more or less 

straight sections linked by a very fast curve, ending at the South African consulate, where it turned 

sharp right.  Through a narrow lane, up a short rise and into a square.  Right again into the central city 

main drag, which was relatively straight, to the Imperial hotel, where a left ad right led up and down a 

hill and, if you weren’t careful, into the sea.  (I believe that Chris Ferguson had first hand experience of 

this the previous year).  

Sharp right and a fast sweep going left to a massive, vertical rock with the original fort on top.  Right 

again into an enormous square, drifting all the way, and past the pits down the esplanade.  The circuit 

measured 4.621 kilometers and the Grand Prix consisted of 60 laps totaling 300.365 kilometers.  

Practice was held on two or three days at about 5-30 A.M. before the town got busy and the road were 

barricaded and policed.  The crowds were exceptionally well-behaved and I think only the odd canine 

ventured onto the track.  The experience of driving at racing speeds through the city was enthralling ad 

really concentrated the mind.  The road surface, although smooth tarmac, contained a local rock or sand 

component which made it slippery, and cornering was one serous drift after another.  Predictable, but a 

bit like driving in the wet.  

 

There were two races:  the Coupe de Luanda and the Grand Prix.  The former was for production cars 

and Bill Jennings won in his Porsche-Dart.  Unfortunately, due to homologation requirements, I was 

only eligible for the Grand Prix.   

The field for the latter consisted of drivers from the U.K. and Europe, Rhodesia, South Africa and 

Luanda and featured D-type Jaguars, an Aston Martin DBR, Porsche Spyders, Maserati and Ferrari as 

well as Lotus, Cooper Monaco and Mercedes 300SL.   

There were also a few local sports cars like TR's and then there was Bill’s Dart that was also entered 

for the Grand Prix. 

The race took place on Sunday and I think I was on the fourth row of the grid.  I don’t believe that I 

have ever enjoyed driving more than at Luanda with the roar of the crowd clearly audible.  There was 

never a time to relax and for two hours I really felt the qualities of the Protea.  It swept through the 

various corners and sailed down the straight parts at speeds never experienced before (over 130 MPH?) 

with absolute confidence in its aerodynamics.  Finishing about 7th was creditable in view of the 

competition and I was invited back for the following year, particularly if I could find a bit more power 

and speed.  Fraser-Jones bust his gearbox and didn’t finish and Jennings came 9th I think. 

We spent the last couple of days on the beach and absorbed fair quantities of prawns caught fresh out of 

the sea.  We were flown back via L.M. to Joeys and I at least was in a state of euphoria. 

I had hoped to drive in the Nine Hour at Grand Central, which followed shortly after the Luanda Grand 

Prix but was worried that the return sea journey would take too long for the Protea to get back in time 

and so didn’t enter.  As it turned out it arrived in time and I regretted the decision.  I sold it about a year 

later due to business pressure (I farmed near Tzaneen) and always regretted that the next chapter of 

fitting a 5.0 litre Chev engine and drive train never materialized.  I believe that the balance of the car 
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would not have been impaired and the scope for power augmentation was almost unlimited.  It would 

have been dynamic. 

Right near the beginning of my racing career I made the acquaintance of a man who owned and ran a 

filling stationed garage in Craighall --- I think I took the Triumph there for a service.  I seem to 

remember it was after the meeting at Palmietfontein that he offered to act as mechanic to the car, 

charging me only for parts and even paying for his own accommodation if we raced away from Joburg.  

His name was Angelo Pera and he was to play a significant role in any success achieved. 

Originally Italian, short and powerfully built, he worked fast and accurately and I was able to rely on 

him for all mechanical work to the car except the actual tuning, about which I had definite ideas and 

always did myself.  He had a lovely personality, always contributed to the fun of the occasion, and we 

became firm friends.   
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A meal cooked by Angie’s wife, also Italian, was memorable and only needed a really healthy appetite!  

I could never have afforded his help nor done without it. 

The Protea chassis was, at the time, a very interesting development in this country: A space frame made 

of various diameter mild steel tubes welded into a carefully designed pattern giving immense torsional, 

deflective and compressive rigidity with structural integrity and strength while accommodating all the 

essential components of a sports-racing car.  An under tray, riveted to the chassis, covered the central 

driving compartment. Acting as a floor and augmenting the stiffness in this area.  The driving 

compartment, except for the doors, was further enclosed in riveted panels.     

Front suspension consisted simply of two swing axles, pivoted at the front of the chassis, located fore 

and aft by a single, flexibly mounted trailing arm.  Originally conceived, I think, by Colin Chapman for 

the early Lotus and copied by John Meyers the swing arms were simple forged I-beams which came off 

a truck front axle, bent to the required shape and the TR brakes and hubs mounted at the ends.  Springs 

and shock absorbers connected to brackets on the chassis. 

Steering was effected by a rod attached to the steering box arm and a centrally pivoting lever with rods 

to the wheels and was absolutely direct. 

Rear suspension used the Triumph’s solid axle located with a Panhard rod form the diff to the chassis 

and two adjustable leading arms next to each of the hubs, attached to the chassis behind the driving 

compartment.  Again springs and shocks were linked to brackets welded onto the chassis, above the 

axle. 

The bodywork over the engine and front of the driving compartment was made in one piece and 

pivoted at the front to open completely and give instant access to the mechanicals.  The rear body shell 

was completely removable by releasing four sprung catches.  

The design made for some body flexibility and initially was a bit of a rattle trap, alleviated by suitably 

place sponge rubber, but never, I think, completely eliminated. 

All instruments came from the Triumph but the gray, plastic steering wheel came from a Ford Anglia 

and was the least attractive component of the whole car.  

The original Protea chassis was the design of Alec Roy, Roland Fincher and John Meyers but 

modifying it and attaching all the Triumph mechanical components was John’s responsibility.  This 

was the central and most important facet of the creation of the Triumph Protea and was fundamental to 

its success.  I have lost touch with the others but John and I have remained good friends to this day.  

 

-------------------- 

 

Alan Grant has asked me to add something here; actually the correct person to add to this history would 

be Red Whitehouse. 

However for what it is worth around 1962 Red was racing a Morgan +4. To get more speed he had 

worked on the engine and had used flexible piping to get a tuned length for the exhaust resulting in it 

exiting just under the driver’s door. A wonderful hand warmer in winter. 

The only suspension improvements were to widen the rear wheelbase by the use of spacers and of 

course the hardest shock absorbers possible. My wife still maintains that it didn’t have any. 

Red was still not satisfied and so removed the bodywork, drew up a new body design that I believe was 

based on a mixture of Lotus 6 & the Protea. Unfortunately the aerodynamics produced lift at the front 

that resulted in the car taking off as it entered Crowthorne. 

Red decided to pension off the Morgan & purchase the Protea. 

A friend of mine Roy Hilton was married to Red’s sister and lived just outside Springs on New Largo 

Colliery (no not the new one near Ogies). Red consigned the Morgan to a spare garage there. It was 

there that I found it stored as a rolling chassis with all the bodywork hanging from the walls & all the 

parts stored in tea chests. 

Negotiations with Red soon resulted since the sale of the Morgan would contribute to the purchase of 

the Protea. 

Roy & I moved it to a garage on Marievale Gold mine where Robin Ellis  

(one of the founders of the Historic Racing Register in the 70’s with his Alfa GTZ) also had a Morgan 

that he raced. 

As you can imagine the re-building of my Morgan (featured on the back cover of June’s Sabrina) meant 

many visits to Red’s home in Selpark. 
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I vividly remember assisting with drilling holes in the chassis to lighten it; holes that Alan Grant tells 

me are still there. This work was carried out with the Protea perched on axle stands on the back lawn. 

And Ecurie Tomahawk red, well that really is another story but the colour resulted from Red & Pierre 

du Plessis, (he of GP Beach Buggy fame in the UK), mixing several shades of red paint together. 

It was quite a surprise some 3 or 4 years ago to come across the Protea at Zwartkops after almost 40 

years. 

Eric Fletcher 

 

    From the bookshelf. 
Quite a lot this time around. 

Firstly Bill Piggott has done it again with another must have book. This time he has combined three of 

his previous works to produce a virtual compendium. Entitled “ Collectors Originality Guide  

TRIUMPH TR2 TR3 TR4 TR5 TR6 TR7 TR8 “ 

Published by Motor Books of the USA it retails at $50 and £ 25 but on Amazon these figures are 

reduced to $35 & £19. 
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Interestingly there can be found on the printer’s detail page the following, 

“ This publication has not been prepared, approved, 

 or licensed by BMW AG”. 

 

Recently someone mentioned to me that since BMW own the Triumph name, and if the Morgan +8 

now has a BMW engine is Morgan still powered by TRIUMPH? 

So to that old favourite CLASSICS MONTHLY. 

In the June issue they have a special feature on soft tops covering 13 pages, a must have for nearly all 

of us. If this is not enough how about 6 pages of HERALD restoration followed by a how to convert 

your TR7 into a TR7 SPRINT at home. 

In July’s issue they bring us up to date on Bert Smeet’s restoration of the Le Mans TR8 Turbo. At last 

the beast runs and even on the wrong tyres and legally silenced it achieved 172mph (No Antonio you 

can’t have one). Sadly the engine can only last 2 or 3 events since the block has been hardened too 

often and is at its end.  

A 30 picture fix by numbers on how to recondition your SU fuel pump can be found in the August 

issue 

 

A definitive guide to TR4 & 4A’s is to be found in the July issue of CLASSIC & SPORTS CARS and 

in the letters section there is a tub-thumping letter from Jan Wittebol the Editor of the TR CLUB 

HOLLAND’s magazine. He states that he is tired of seeing all TRIUMPHS lauding their designers 

name such as TR4 – TR5’s (Michelotti) TR6 (Karmann) & TR7 (Harris Man).”---- What about Walter 

Belgrove who designed the Gloria, the Flow Free, the waterfall Dolomite & eventually via the TRX 

Silver Bullet, the TR2----?” he asks.  

Why should a car be named after one of its parts so he pleads, “ justice has to be done? No more 

mention of “sidescreen” cars. The Belgrove cars started the TR saga. Restore Walter”.   

Their August issue features a comparative test of an Austin Healey 3000 versus a TR5. The bench 

marks are on Interior, styling,engine,drive train, performance and handling. The final scores being 

Healey 23 & the TR5  24, however it is some of the comments that are more interesting.  

The verdict ends with the words “ The Healey maybe the car I’d rather put in my garage, but the TR5 is 

the one I’d prefer to drive out of it .” 

Even more thought provoking is the following statement and wingers please take note this is a British 

magazine and the roads being commented are therefore British. 

“ On balance I’d say that the Healey was the better car in this section (refering to handling) but only on 

smooth roads. On the sort of surfaces that the majority of our roads now suffer from, the TR5 

becomes the car I’d rather be driving.”            
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 Wanted 

One Right hand door for a TRIUMPH STAG 

Contact Wally on 011 433 4758 or 073 5335739 

 

For Sale 

 

     Rover V8 Engines 
I have sourced the following Rover 3.5 litre V8 engines so anyone with a TR7 who wants to convert 

their car to a V8 or upgrade their V8 car please contact me. 

Rebuilt 3.5 litre V8 with standard pistons, Weber carb,starter motor and 5 speed Rover gearbox. 

R12000-00. 

Good condition 3.5 litre V8 with flywheel and bell housing to bolt onto TR7 gearbox, starter motor and 

inlet manifold for Weber carb. R5500-00. 

 

 TR7 Engine 
I have in stock a TR7 engine out of a car, which had a twin cam motor fitted and was running well. It is 

complete with carbs, starter motor, flywheel and clutch. R4000-00. 

 

 Spitfire Spares 
MK1 and 2 bonnets in good condition R2000-00 

Gearbox R1300-00 

MK1 drivers door with glass and mechanism R500-00 

Boot lid R500-00 

 

    TR3A 
I have a clients British Racing Green TR3A, local assembly number TR850 commission number 

TS328380 for sale. The interior is red with black carpets, the seats are not original but very 

comfortable, the soft top is a new imported one and there are side screens and mounting brackets but 

they need covering and windows. The engine block has a V prefix (i.e. ex Vanguard) but has a high 

port head and the engine was rebuilt so oil pressure is good but smokes a bit on start up so I suspect the 

valve guides were not replaced. A J type overdrive is fitted and the car has steel wheels with new tyres. 

The car had a body off chassis rebuild some years back, with new floor pans and has not been used 

since then and I am lead to believe that at one stage the car belonged to the late Campbell Miller. 

Except for the temperature gauge and indicator switch the instruments are original. The previous owner 

spent in excess of R135000 on the car.  
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Paper work for the car is presently being got in order. Asking price R95000-00.  

 

Contact John Dobbins on 0117081722(w), 0825080910(c) or 0116792954(h). 

 

BACK ISSUES OF SABRINA 
 
We have a limited number of back issues of SABRINA for sale at R15 each including postage. 

These include:- 

March 2008. 

June 2008 

December 2008 

March 2009 

June 2009 

These will be sold on first come basis. Please place your order direct with JUDY HARRIS . She will 

then confirm that you have been successful & raise your invoice prior to posting. 

 

 

TR Motor Not a Tractor Engine. 
This article comes to me from David Patten Ed. 

Having acquired a copy of the May 2009 edition of the UK publication Triumph World I was drawn to 

the Star Letter from Brian Birch (Vanguard Archivist) titled “Car and Tractor Engines are not the same 

thing”. The title says it all and the article certainly highlights a lot of detail of which I was unaware. 

Although the Tractor and original 2088cc Vanguard Engine (sleeved down to 1991cc for the TR2) are 

similar in dimensions with some interchangeable parts, the motors are not interchangeable and 

accordingly it is a myth that the TR engine also powered the Ferguson Tractor.  

 Brian highlights that the engines are basically of the same type but that there are many differences in 

detail such as different blocks, different heads, different sumps, different manifolds, different oil filter 

and different position of starter motor etc. The similarity, apart from using some interchangeable parts 

(eg pistons and sleeves etc) appears to be in some aspects of the design so as to allow the use of the 

same tools and similar factory methods for the making of the basic parts for both engines. Both engines 

are however of the same type with enough similarities and few differences in fundamental dimensions 

so as to permit the production of 1000 units per day for car or tractor as a regular factory operation.  

Brian’s reference quoted is the book “The Storey of the Vanguard” produced by the Standard Motor Co 

in 1949, which is authentic enough for me. 
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To take this even further I recall someone having told me that the easy way to identify the difference 

between the TR2 block and that of the Vanguard car was the location of the dip stick, which on the 

TR2 was moved towards the front of the block as opposed to the central location on the Vanguard 

Motor. 

David Patten 

 

Ref; Triumph World 

Star Letter by Brian Birch. Vanguard Archivist, Standard Motor Club. 

 

What you see may not be what you get 
 
What you see may not be a TR7 

Let the buyer beware could not be a more apt warning when it comes to TR7’s & more so with TR8’s. 

In fact there are so many possible face changes that I will save the TR8’s for the December issue. 

To start with there is no clear record as to how many 7/s were actually built with stories of cars in 

crates being found years after production ceased. Apparently a whole batch was found in a quarry in 

1982. Thus the actual number built may be out by as much as 500 cars. 

So let us start at the beginning with an overview of the production history & commission numbers. 

It follows that with so many details changes involved the Tr7’s & 8’s lend themselves to deception. 

The TR7 badging details have already been dealt with in earlier Sabrina’s so let me try to identify other 

areas by inserting them into the Commission numbers described below. 

October 1974 first TR7 FHC of the line at Speke in Liverpool in USA spec for USA launch in January 

1975.  

Commission numbers starting: - 

 ACL = USA TR7 FHC   ACL1Jan 1975 to ACL 7248 Sept 1975  

    ACL 10001 Sept 1975 to ACL 34099 Oct 1976 

ACG = Rest of World    ACG1 June 1975 to ACG 4688 Oct 1976    ACG 

25001 June 1977 to ACG 27053 Aug 1977 

    ACG 35001 Aug 1977 to ACG 37661 May 1978 

Beware, there was no series starting ACG 30001 

ACW = North America ACW1 Sept 1976 to ACW 17115 June 1977  

 ACW 30001 June 1977 to ACW 33051 Oct 1977 

                                     ACW 40001 Aug 1977 to ACW 44328 May 1978 

ACH = TR7 Sprint FHC  ACH 1 to ACH 700 1977  These were preproduction FHC 16 

valve but only about 60 were built. 
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ACT =  TR7 Roadster  North America ACT 1 to Act 110 but fewer than 100 built during April & 

May 1978 hand converted from FHC. 

 These numbers on early Speke cars can be found on their commission plates fixed to the front panel 

under the rain channel under the front edge of the bonnet. On later Speke cars & Canley cars it is fixed 

to the left -hand door shut face below the lock striker plate. 

And so production moved in September/October 1978 to Coventry’s Canley plant. 

TCG = FHC for UK, Europe & Australia 100001 to 114122 

TCW = FHC for America 100001 to 115604 

TCT = Convertible for America 1979 100001 to 105825 (Jun 79) 

         1980 110001 to 115897 (Oct 79). 

The Commission numbers now changed to the VIN system that is explained below:- 

T = Triumph      Make of car 

P = TR7/8       Model 

K = Australia      Specification 

v = USA Federal 

Z = USA California 

L = Canada 

J = Japan 

E = Coupe       Type of Body 

D = Convertible 

J = 2l four cylinder     Type of Engine 

V = 3.5l V8  

3 = RHD Automatic     Steering & Gear Box 

4 = LHD Automatic 

7 = RHD Manual 

8 = LHD Manual 

A = 1980       Major Model Change 

B = 1981 (not used on UK cars) 

C = 1982 (not used on UK cars) 

T = Canley       Assembly plant 

A = Solihull 

 

Canley cars from Oct 79 to Aug 80 are numbered from 200001 to 215080 a batch of cars built between 

May & June 1980 are numbered within the Solihull sequence of 402001 to 402026. 

Production now moved to the Rover plant in Solihull. This plant was unlike most car plants since it was 

not in a factory suburb of Birmingham but a very upmarket “Stockbroker” area. In fact “Brummies” 

always refer to Solihull as “ SO LEE HULL” so now you know why the badging is more “ Larny” than 

other 7’s. 
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In May 1981 the following prefixes were added to the VIN number:- 

S = Europe       Continent of Manufacture 

A = UK       Country 

April to September 1980    400001 to 410918 

September 80 to May 1981    402027 to 40536 

Let us now look at some of the changes & special models, hopefully in chronological order. 

Victory & Southern Skies specials on sale in the USA July 76. 

The Victory had 6 spoke white wheels, black vinyl roof & bold black triple striping along the wings, 

doors and across the scuttle. The Southern Skies featured a tinted glass sliding roof, air conditioner & 

twin side stripes featuring the name towards the rear. 

In September 1976 ACW & ACG series have British Leyland badge deleted from front wings. Optional 

Borg Warner transmission & 5-speed manual offered. This latter option was withdrawn in December 

76 but became standard on USA cars in February 77. 

In February the TR7 Sprint was introduced only as an FHC.with commission numbers starting ACH. 

This 16 valve engined car was built in limited numbers reputed to be in the order of only 60. In the UK 

are twenty genuine Sprints with the whereabouts of any others being highly suspect. There are many re-

creations being passed off as genuine.  

So first check the commission numbers being ACH 1 to ACH 25, ACH 501 to ACH 536 & then the 

lone ACH 700. 

 

If proof was needed of how the 

recreation system works just read the 

June issue of “CLASSICS Monthly” 

which has a featured article on how to 

build one at home. We even have a 

superb example here whose VIN 

number ending in  

D J7AT214088 clearly identifies it as 

a convertible with a 2l engine built in 

late 1980 in Canley.  

In March 77 shorter coil springs 

resulted in the ride height being 

lowered by one inch. 

In April 77 the Jubilee went on sale 

in the UK, this was to Commemorate 

QE II’s Silver Jubilee. It had seats with a triple stripe and double stripes running along the tops of the 

wings & doors. The stripe on the doors incorporated the letter TR & believe it or not as an option you 

could have your own initials inserted. 
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In January 1978 the 5 speed gearbox option was reintroduced, Bill Piggott comments that some cars 

with this option had the suffix F added to the commission number (see the Canley Twins Ed) 

In April 78 a limited number of Convertibles was made by removing the roofs from FHC they are 

prefixed ACT. They should be clearly identifiable by their rear boot line being totally different from 

production convertibles. 

With the move to Canley it is reputed that over 200 modifications were carried out. These include the 

new decals (refer to earlier Sabrina’s this year). Double bulge bonnet, all 5 speed or automatic anti chip 

paint on sills, modified cooling system with brass header tank painted black, revised electrics with 12 

fuses & better sealed headlamps. For the USA a chin spoiler was introduced. 

Over the winter of 1979 some 400 FHC Premium’s were made for the UK market. These were all 

black with silver side stripes (some rarer with gold). A folding sunroof, alloy wheels, halogen 

headlights, twin rear fog lights, chin spoiler and TR7 logo on rear wings. Inside stereo radio/cassette 

Moto -lita steering wheel with navy or tan plaid seats. 

In May 1979 a 30th Anniversary model was introduced in the USA, however no one seems to know 

what anniversary was being celebrated. Sold at normal price it claimed to incorporate $900 of free 

extras. These included side pin striping, a stereo radio & cassette player, front fog lights, chrome boot 

rack, leather steering wheel, special coca matting and a dash plaque with Union Jack. 

This was followed in July by Convertibles going on sale in the USA 

 

At last in March 1980 the long awaited Convertible goes on sale in the UK. This coincided with the 

introduction of “small” petrol filler caps. The wiper, lights & horn switches were reversed to be the 

same side as USA cars. 

This was followed by the limited edition Spider convertible in May of the same year again in the USA. 

While a number of these cars survive in the USA we are fortunate to have two here being one ex 

Canada TPZDJ8AA401701 that was rebuilt by Ken boss & now resides in Port Elizabeth with John 

Rademan. The other TPLDJ8AA401099 is ex California & at one time belonged to John Dobbins, its 

current owner is not known to us (can anyone help Ed) …. 

Some 1200 were built all being black with Red laurel leaf front decal and side striping with the word 

spider in red ahead of the back wheels.  

Air-conditioning was standard as was a stereo radio/cassette player. 

Inside you would find light grey seats with darker grey & black longitudinal stripe, black dashboard & 

instruments and leather steering wheel. 

 

September 80 was another year of detail modifications. Twin rear fog lamps as standard on all UK cars 

with FHC’s receiving front fog lights, alloy wheels, chin spoiler and sun roof. All 7’s for USA get fuel 

injection.  
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All cars get increased service intervals and the round plastic nose badge & 2-litre badge on the base of 

the front wings. All cars get larger head restraints, intermittent wipers, new steering wheels, door lock 

buttons and new type interior door handle.  

New flush boot lock, higher top gear ratio, and the passenger gets her own side door mirror. A locking 

fuel cap was now standard and the steering ignition lock was moved to the right being the position that 

until then had only been used on USA cars (refer to the Canley Twins) 

If this was not enough with production scheduled to end on 5th October 1981 in May of that year the 

speedometer was changed to a push button reset type & a clock was added on the dashboard. 

There were many dealer specials sold in the USA usual made special by the addition of sometimes very 

strange striping. 

Back in the UK Crayford built a TR7 Estate and even specials such as the Coca Cola & Levi jeans 

sponsored special. 

However my favourite was detailed in this April’s TR Register’s magazine TR Action and that is the 

narrow TR7’s built especially for Bermuda. Apparently this island has extremely narrow roads and 

consequently has very severe restrictions on the width of vehicles. 

In 1977 this was on 62inches so the TR7 at 66.2inches was persona non grata. Apparently Triumph 

produced several “slim “7’s by narrowing the sides, removing wheel arch extensions and even the 

swage line went. So if the 7 you are considering look a little odd then maybe it is a Bermuda model. 

Don’t worry if you are planning to visit for a holiday with you 7 the width restriction has been raised to 

67inches but engines are limited to 2 litres. 

Last but not least are the TR7’s that have been converted to V8 these include some LHD Convertibles. 

These will feature in Decembers Sabrina in which we examine the TR8 & what constitutes a real one 

from the multitude of re-creations. 

Thus examination of Nols’s Register shows that locally we have the following 7’s:- 

Speke       7 FHC 

Canley  (Commission No’s)  3 FHC 

      7 Convertibles 

Canley  (VIN No’s)   8 FHC 

            17 Convertibles 

Solihull                    38 FHC 

                                                      52 Convertibles 

 

My thanks are due to Bill Piggotts “Original Triumph TR7 & TR8,  

Steve Redway the Editor of TR Register, 

the TR Drivers Club. 

and Nols Pienaar 

 

Eric Fletcher 
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LETTERS 
Gertjan van der Klashorst from Belgium wrote to say thanks for the June issue of Sabrina. He went on 

to say that the Ginerva reminded him of the car photographed below. 

 
 

1937 TRIUMPH CONTINENTAL by GRABER of SWITZERLAND 
Gertjan first saw this beauty a few years ago at a Euromeet in Switzerland and 
yes he was even lucky enough to see the Ginerva there also. 

 
From John Dobbins we get this very interesting Caveat about Silicon 

brake fluid. 
I have been a fan of silicon brake fluid for years due to the fact that it does not destroy paintwork, 

however my experiences in recent months have made me wary of it for the following reasons: 

On a Spitfire that I recently rebuilt including locally reconditioned master cylinders they started leaking 

after a few months, while the new slave cylinders, which were imported did not. 

A few weeks ago on the brakes of a TR3 also with locally reconditioned master cylinder and imported 

slave cylinders once again the master cylinder started leaking, the only difference here is that it 

happened within a few days! On stripping the master cylinder the seals were like chewing gum. 

According to Mark Backler who does all the reconditioning for me the locally available SABS 

approved seals are not compatible with silicon fluid and in fact silicon seals (which are not available) 

should be used.  
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To make matters worse it is not legal to import non SABS approved seals and a shipment containing 

them could be impounded. 

The solution to the problem is not easy so if you intend using silicon make sure the seals are 

compatible by soaking them in the fluid for a few weeks and make sure they do not swell and or get 

soft and soggy. The other option is to use a good quality DOT 4 glycol based brake fluid and keep an 

eye open for leaking to protect your paint. 

By the way I have had silicon fluid in my TR6 for the last 20 years with no problems. 

As brakes are such an important safety I thought it worthwhile to pass this on to members. 

Alan Grant is presently conducting a test with various seals and silicon fluids so I look forward to the 

results. 

Regards 

John Dobbins   

NO OTHER LOVE 
Stuart Bowen reports that he is keeping busy but finding obstacles, which he divides, into two areas. 

Those, which he can handle such as hydraulic cylinders that are now solid blocks of steel & aluminium. 

More frustrating is the difficulty in registering the TR because of the lack of communication between 

Bethlehem and Bloemfontein. 

 
TR 7 &TR8 Badges & Decals part 2 
We will continue the series articles (compiled by Ian Tinsey of the TR Drivers Club courtesy of 

the TR8 registrar Rex Holford & Val McMillan.) in December since all that is left to illustrate 

are the TR8 decals. In December we feature the TR8 so it will be in its logical place. 

 

 Brief History of “THE SIXTY & 
WORCESTERSHIRE MOTOR  

                                 CLUB  
By Judy Harris   

 
When Judy read the Morgan/Triumph article she realised that she knew the Dr Steel in this photograph & 

another Triumph connection. 

She has therefore written this history of Worcester clubs. 
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The Worcestershire Motor Club was 
born out of the Worcester & District 
Motor Cycle Club, which had been 
founded in April 1920. The committee 
had decided that there was a need for 
two branches of the sport. The first 
President of the Motor Club was Mr. 
Thomas William Badgery, a well-known 
Worcester businessman who owned a 
tannery. He drove a Prince Henry 
Vauxhall when he was not being 
chauffeured around Worcester in his 
Rolls Royce. 

In these early days events were still 
primarily for motor cycles and one of the well known competitors was 
H.F.S.Morgan, the founder of the Morgan Motor Company, which to this day 
still have their factory in Malvern Link, a few miles from Worcester. In 1930 
motorcycle football had become popular and attracted large crowds of 
spectators. 1,400 people watched one such event! The income from these 
events went to local charities such as the Worcester General Infirmary.In an 
effort to attract more members, the Worcestershire Motor Club started running 
Reliability and Speed Trials. The members were also fortunate in the 
development of the country’s first permanent hill climb course at Shelsley 
Walsh, only a few miles north west of Worcester. Although the Monte Carlo 
Rally had been run since 1911, it was not until the 1930’s that this type of 
sport became popular in England. Donald Healey winning the 1931 in his 4.5 
litre Invicta helped enormously. The first big event of this type in Britain was 
the Torquay Rally of 1932, being the forerunner of the famous R.A.C Rally.In 
February 1935 a local treasure hunt was held and competitors had to collect a 
series of items including a Bishop’s gaiter, a red feather, a horse’s collar, a 
burnt out electric light bulb, a box of wax Vestas, a primrose, a penny pack of 
cigarettes, a pair of black silk stockings, a used clay pipe, a 2d stamp and a 
donkey’s shoe. Apparently the Bishop’s gaiter was the most difficult to obtain! 
A prominent member of the Worcestershire Motor Club and later the Sixty and 
Worcestershire Motor Club is Dr.W.D Steel (“Doc Steele” as he is more 
affectionately known). His first major rally was the R.A.C of 1937 when he 
joined the team of Burden and Coats in their Rover 14. 

Dr.Steel wanted to drive his own car so he purchased a Lancia Aprilia and 
competed in the 1939 R.A.C Rally. 
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Petrol rationing during the Second World War was not lifted until 1950 so 
competitive events were kept to a minimum. In 1951 Dr.Steele bought a 
Morgan Plus 4, which was fitted with the powerful Standard Vanguard engine 
and competed in the first R.A.C Rally to be held after the War. He was the 
third member of the Morgan works team and finished 7th overall from 229 
starters. 

Competitions were very exciting in those days and the following extract from 
another founder member of The Worcestershire Motor Club, John MacVitie, 
illustrates this very well. He was using his new Triumph TR2 (reg # NAB 
100)……. 

“Due to not believing in my wife’s navigational ability, I decided to follow a 
very well known competitor in a Malvern made car (a Morgan). This proved a 
costly mistake as we tried to climb the Bwlch-y-Groes on the wrong road only 
to be told that a bridge had come down ages before. This did not exactly help 
us to arrive at the next control in time. I recall getting my wife (Judy) to get out 
and push us out of the mud trying to turn round in a farmyard at the top of the 
Bwlch where she was covered in mud from head to foot. We also lost the map 
for the next stage.” 

John then bought another TR2 (OAB 800) in British Racing Green and doing 
another rally, failed to negotiate a corner and ended up on a lady’s lawn at 
about midnight, having been the third car to come to grief there that night. 
They went back there the next day to replant the hedge. John and Judy made 
one attempt at the London Rally and finished 48th out of 400 starters. John 
was also the manager for the Jaguar agents in Malvern Link and he competed 
in a Jaguar SS 100 in the early 1950’s in sprints and hillclimbs.  

The third founding member of the Club was John Dodds, a very able 
navigator. He did several events in a Triumph TR2 navigating for H.E Rumsey 
who also did the 1955 R.A.C Rally in the Triumph. At the end of October 1955 
the Autumn Leaves Rally was run for the second time and called for first class 
night driving and navigation.  

The best Worcestershire Motor Club crew was Rumsey and Thompson in 
their TR2. Hewitt and Jones also won their class, also in a TR2. 

With the introduction of the Triumph Herald in 1959 John MacVitie 
campaigned one in several club rallies. He remarked that what the Herald 
lacked in speed it made up for in cornering ability. As Chairman, he suffered, 
like all voluntary organisations, from a lack of support from the rank and file 
members, who were always forward in voicing criticism – there was talk of 
winding up the Club. 

 

It survived and in 1969 the then Chairman, Peter Rees-Jones went out on a 
limb to bring about the amalgamation with the Sixty Motor Club. During the 
preceding few years, the two Clubs had held separate events but had invited 
members from the other Club to attend. Rallies, Production Trials, Autotests, 



 lv 

treasure hunts were still the order of the day. The mid sixty’s saw the Sixty 
Motor Club increase in popularity and the decline of the Worcestershire Motor 
Club. Part of the reason for this was the increase in the number of social 
events that the Sixty Motor Club had on their calendar – events such as a trip 
to Rover’s factory in Solihull, MG Cars in Abingdon, Mitchells and Butlers 
Brewery, Le Mans in June and the British Grand Prix at Brands Hatch in July, 
all in 1964. Skittles evenings, film shows, barbeques and several more 
treasure hunts completed the social calendar for that year. On the events side 
for 1964, seven competitions were organised, 3 rallies, 2 driving tests, a 
Production Car Trial and a Navigational exercise. 

At the beginning of 1966 the Worcestershire Motor Club arranged a visit for 
members to a skidpan near Hereford but the club by then only had 25 
members and the success of the Sixty Club was causing more and more 
people to defect. On the 9th October 1968 Dr Steele arranged a meeting under 
his Chairmanship where a proposal was made to combine the two clubs, 
which they did in 1969. 

The Sixty Motor Club was originally accepted by the R.A.C on June 1st 1960 
as a result of several members from social clubs belonging to the local 
engineering firms (Metal Box, Archdales, Ward’s & Heenan & Froude), getting 
together for events such as treasure hunts and miniature rallies. The Club’s 
first event was a driving test held in a car park where the winner was using a 
Morgan 4/4. In the under 1200cc class at this same event, the winner used a 
Morris Minor Traveller.  

A Navigational Rally was the second event and the types of cars that were 
entered were Morris Minors, Ford Populars etc. 

In their first newsletter of December 1960, one member recollects his first 
rally…… 

“We were told to be in the car park by 1.45 on Sunday, this means an early 
lunch, the beef was raw and the potatoes tasted like apples, I got indigestion 
and my wife got bad tempered, we arrived with a minute to spare.Two hefty 
looking men in sweaters advanced with papers, watches, pencils, maps, 
number plates and sly grins; I was given a number to put on my windscreen – 
13-, a rally sheet and about six maps. “Speedo reading? Registration 
number? Start at 2.04” snapped the two men; I tried to digest all this as they 
walked away. 

The occupants of car No.12 had a Collie dog and a dozen puppies in the 
back, the man was eating a large cream bun – they had obviously done it 
before. 
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 I turned back to the rally sheet, my wife muttering about spoilt dinner and the 
woman who, two cars down, had on the same hat as hers. The sheet was a 
jumble of figures and words –“Leave town by east route” (I should have 
brought a compass) “T.L at SV over 3, speed on first leg to be 18.35mph” 

Car No.12 shot away in a cloud of dust and left a pound of rubber on the road. 

I started up, the two men nodded, I changed into gear and stalled, one of the 
men looked amazed, and the other turned away in sympathy. I tried again and 
left the car park like a kangaroo. Outside we stopped to look at the rally sheet 
again and tried to work out which was east (the sun had gone in by this time). 
Just then a car sped past and we followed it for about 14 miles until we 
realised it was not in the rally. So back we went to the start. 

At last we were away, my wife got the hang of the rally sheet and I was 
clocking 80mph to make up time. She suddenly screamed, “Turn left”. It cost 
£3 to get the car out of the river, and my wife said she meant, “Turn 
right”……… 

The second part of the rally was more straightforward and we only got into 
trouble once, it said “T.L at T.ST.J.3½M”. We did and finished up in a 
farmyard. A man with two large dogs and a shotgun appeared and we 
managed to get the windows up before one of the dogs tore half the paint off 
the nearside door. I reversed frantically and the offside wing struck a farm 
cart, the horse reared and left imprints of size 16 hooves on the offside rear 
door. 

We finally reached the finishing point, tired and the car a wreck but we felt” 
part of the club”. The man with the Collie was still eating cream buns, and 
looking very confident – he won (he only dropped 30 points) and got a bottle 
of port, his wife got a pair of dustbin lids and the dog had a telling off for 
chewing the back seat. We had dropped 7,560 points, not bad for beginners, 
we enjoyed it anyway.” 

 

In 1962 Mr Peter Walker M.B.E, the Member of Parliament for Worcester 
accepted an invitation to become President of the new club. Also in this year a 
visit to Standard-Triumph was arranged and another to Jaguar. In 1963 
several honorary members were elected including Graham Robson 
(Competitions Manager for Standard – Triumph and a well known navigator) 
and John Sprinzel (team captain for Standard-Triumph and RAC champion 
rally driver for 1959). John Sprinzel wrote a series of articles for the club 
magazine on rally driving technique. 
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The newly formed Sixty and Worcestershire Motor Club has gone from 
strength to strength and organises many events and also its members 
marshal on all the top rallies in the UK. 

My husband, David, has been a member of the Sixty Motor Club since 1968 
and is still a member of the now Sixty and Worcestershire Motor Club even 
though we have been living in South Africa for 27 years. 

In 1968 he competed on his first ever rally as a navigator in a Wolsley Hornet 
and from 1970 – 1982 drove in many events from locally organised ones to 
the Welsh International on two occasions, finishing up as Best Private Team 
in 1974. For the majority of these events he used Ford cars; Cortina GT’s in 
the early days, through to Escort Sport’s, Escort Mexico’s, Escort Twincams 
and RS2000’s. This is perhaps why we still have the Ford V6 in our Triumph 
TR7 – it just goes so well and is incredibly reliable. The Triumph engine that 
also came with the car is in the garage, a project for “one day”. 

In 1973 he won the Club Road Rally Championship in an Escort Mexico and 
also won the Sixty and Worcestershire’s own premier event, the Autumn 
Leaves Rally. 

During 1978, David and his navigator, Richard Wright were lying 6th overall in 
the National Road Rallying Championship, The Motoring News series. In 1979 
David went on to win the Quinton Rally as well as the Road Rally 
Championship again, this time using a Ford RS2000. 

Throughout 1981 David navigated for Pete Watkins in a Hillman Avenger GT 
with much success.  

 

The last rally that David drove in prior to us leaving for South Africa was the 
Wye Rally, a Welsh Championship event that he bought an old Escort Sport 
specifically to use on this one-off occasion. Although extremely underpowered 
he and his navigator, Phil MacDonnell finished 10th overall. 

 

GET POLISHING 
Hopefully by the time you receive this issue of SABRINA the sun will be shining again 7 the weather 

will be warmer, yes Spring will be here and also CONCOURS time again. 

Again coincidences a work for in Augusts Cape Town Newsletter Jamie Hart discusses the forthcoming 

Concours event in PE. He is concerned that to be considered as d’Etat one can be driving an unsafe 

vehicle. 
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He would like to see the Club Nationally discuss the issue of originality versus safety plus “Pride of 

Ownership” and the whole subject of point scoring. Let me stir the pot here in that I know of at least 

one Gold Medal car that is not in its original colour, question is do the Judges know that? 

So with Concourse preparation in mind here are some tips in preparing your car, courtesy of Brian 

Sparrowhawk (TR REGISTER) & Meguiars UK. 

1. Washing 

 Do it in the shade & where it is cool. Do not use washing up detergents or cheap car shampoos, they 

can strip off the paint protection. Start at the top & work down and after rinsing well with plenty of 

clean water and then dry with chamois leather. 

Meguiars recommend you then spray with their “Quick Detailer”, wiping on & off with clean cloths. 

This removes any residue from the washing. 

2 Cleaning 

 Now the paintwork should feel as smooth as glass, it doesn’t then you have contaminants bonded into 

the paintwork. 

These can be removed using a Clay Bar using Quick Detailer as a lubricant. Once again wipe off using 

a polishing towel. 

Now apply Paint Cleaner to small areas of paintwork with a buffing pad and remove with a clean 

buffing pad while the paint cleaner is still wet, do not let it dry. There may be a small of paint transfer, 

but this is normal. 

Once finished again spray with Quick Detailer and wipe away with a clean cloth. 

Now to remove “swirls” and shallow scratches use either a small amount (about the size of a 50cent 

coin) on a buffing pad “Ultimate Compound “ or “Swirl X’’.  

 

 

Work this into small affected areas until the swirls and scratches fade and remove with a clean towel. 

Once again apply  

Quick Detailer to remove any residue. 

3 Polishing (Not Waxing)  

Apply a small amount of “Deep Crystal Polish” with another clean buffing pad & work into a small 

area of the paintwork. This non-abrasive polish will achieve a deep shine. Buff with a clean cloth & 

remove any residue with the Quick Detailer. 

4 Protecting 

Wax & Polish are not the same thing. Wax is used to seal in the deep shine that you have just achieved 

with step 3 above and to protect it from any contaminants. For this use “NXT Generation Tech Wax” 

and using a buffing pad you can apply this to large areas, as the wax requires time to cure before 

buffing off. 
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Curing takes several minutes and can be tested by wiping a finger across it. If it smears it is not ready 

so leave for a few minutes more and repeat the test. A clean ready means it is ready to be buffed off 

using a polishing towel. Quick Detailer can be used to remove excess wax from bodywork & badges. 

You should now be ready for your Concourse, but of course by the time you have driven there you will 

have picked up dust. Quick Detailer to the rescue, just spray on and wipe off. 

Good Luck. 

Zen and the art of Classic Car restoration 
– DPO’s and other musings (part 1) 
Tune into any one of a number of channels on DSTV and you will notice that a new genre in car shows 

has developed, aimed presumably primarily  at baby boomers who get to live out their fantasies of 

restoring, owning and driving the Classic cars that they grew up with and coveted as youngsters (but 

were too young / poor to drive or own as a youngster / student) . 

From “A MG / Triumph / (insert your favourite classic marquee!)  is born” to “American hot rod”, 

“Wheeler Dealers” , “Overhaulin’”, “Wreck rescue” to the odd insert in that car orientated comedy and 

entertainment show that masquerades as a car programme “Top gear”, producers seem to be falling 

over themselves to screen tales of classic car restoration. 

The first thing to realise is that – unlike you and I, these Television car restoration shows have virtually 

unlimited budgets – the cost of acquiring and restoring the car is a drop in the ocean compared to 

production and screening costs, so it is a case of shining new parts here, and custom made components 

there.  

An exception is “Wheeler Dealers” that operate on a 5k Sterling budget, but have you ever noticed that 

all their cars ever need is a few minor faults fixed and they are in tip-top shape? Just like in real life car 

restoration, hey? NOT! 

Of course these TV producers are canny business people who research and know their market well. 

Now, onto my affair with Triumphs…………………… 

The Triumph TR6 and Stag were two cars, along with the Mercedes 280 SL “Pagoda” top that 

occupied much of my daydreaming time in standard 9 and 10, and at University. 

Fast forward 30 years and I can now actually afford to own and drive one – in fact two of these cars 

that I admired and coveted so much in my youth. 
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Never mind that at the time of my youth the cars were in new and in pristine condition, and 

technologically pretty state of the art, whilst now they are 30 - 35 years old, with horrendously outdated 

technology, and the ravages of 30 years of time behind them. 

Given the fact that cars have been around in volume for around 100 years, it is clear that 35 years is 

relatively a lifetime! 

Many of these “sports “cars, which were considered to be pretty rapid in their day, can now easily be 

out dragged by an average family hatchback / mom’s taxi! 

Even back in the day, many of the British sports cars had their origins in and shared many parts with 

some very modest saloon cars (these days car manufacturers call it “sharing a platform”.) 

So the engine and gearbox in the Austin Healy Sprite and Mg Midget bore a striking resemblance to 

that of the Morris Minor, give or take a carburettor. 

Of course the old adage that “little boys never grow up – their toys just become more expensive” never 

rang more true than in the case of classic car enthusiasts. 

There is also a subset of classic car enthusiasts that seek to relive their student and early working days 

by buying and restoring the “Jammie” that they drove at that time, and in most cases had to trade-in for 

a “sensible car” when they got married / started a family. Some of the die-hards even “gave” their 

sports cars to their fiancés / wives to drive when they hitched up – sort of like keeping an automobile 

mistress. 

And so it came to pass that my wife’s second vehicle was a lime green Alfa Romeo GTV – aka the 

inferior Romeria! 

Yet another phenomenon is that of the old bullets buying their favourite classic cars for their sons to 

use as a student car. 

I’m not sure what the least practical mode of transport for a student is, but a classic car must be very 

close to the top! 

Needless to say, my son’s first student car was a 1967 White MG BGT that I bought as a semi-

complete project from an “Engineer” in Somerset West. 

THE JOY AND SATISFACTION DERIVED FROM RESTORATION 

I submit that a major part of the joy of classic car restoration and ownership is the restoration itself – 

the challenge that this presents, the use of one’s (often latent, sometimes woefully limited) creative 

skills, and the immense satisfaction of creating a beautiful automotive work of art from a rusty 

collection of scrap. 

……………………and some of the frustrations……………………….. 

 

The “DPO” - dreaded previous owner  

Sooner or later in every classic car restorer or owner’s life (normally sooner than later), one comes 

across  evidence of the DPO – dreaded previous owner (AKA Rodger the Bodger!) 
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We’ve all seen the tongue-in-cheek circular about company cars and how they differ from normal cars 

– company cars never need cleaning, never need washing, have better off-road capability than a 

souped-up Hummer , never require servicing or maintenance during the time that you drive them etc. 

Well, the previous owners of classic cars (DPO’s) are often also different from most car owners and 

restorers: 

• You and I have to meticulously select the correct length UNF bolt, with the 

appropriate shank (unthreaded portion) with which to attach the alternator 

/ starter motor / whatever. Previous owners have no such problem – any 

(normally metric) bolt that looks about the right size will and does do the 

trick. 

• You and I carefully ensure that only original specification or genuine parts 

are used – especially where safety critical components are concerned. 

DPO’s on the other hand are lucky – any similar part from a British car or 

even Japanese car of similar or even dissimilar vintage will and does fit. 

• For those bodywork and paintwork jobs that we cannot do ourselves, or do 

not wish to as we do not have a baking oven etc, you and I struggle to find 

a properly qualified panel-shop ready and willing to work on our cars. 

DPO’s always seem to have a “mate” who is a panel-beater / spray-

painter, who is often a sculptor / plasterer when it comes to applying body-

filler. 

• DPO’s often claim to have an impressive skills set / qualification, such as 

the “qualified mechanical engineer” from whom I once bought a partially 

restored MGB GT. This fine fellow had attached the prop-shaft to the diff 

flange using 6 mm nuts and bolts instead of 5/16th UNF! He was at least 

kind enough to mention a “slight clunk” from the rear of the car which 

“might be a bit of differential backlash within tolerance”.  

• I knew I was in real trouble when I discovered that a piece of plywood 

board was all that was preventing the driver’s seat from falling through the 

rusty floor-pan (neatly covered in a layer of baked underseal). 

Of course a number of classic car owners and enthusiasts, upon reading this, may develop a gnawing 

feeling in the pit of their stomach – “OMG! Could I myself be a DPO?” 

Well, to set your mind at rest – or not – I offer you the definitive guide “How to tell if you are a DPO to 

the next owner of your vehicle”: 
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HOW TO TELL IF YOU ARE A DPO TO THE NEXT OWNER OF YOUR VEHICLE 

If you agree with one or more of the following statements, you are without doubt a DPO to the next 

unfortunate that will purchase your car: 

• Your favourite tool is an adjustable wrench – one size fits all nuts and 

bolts. 

• You are excited to find out that a Nissan 1400 bakkie shock absorber fits a 

TR6 front suspension like a glove (never mind the extended length, 

damping rate etc). 

• All that is needed to fix any electrical problem is half a dozen scotch locks 

and a roll of electrical tape. 

• You think that a tap is something that only plumbers  use. 

CLASSIC CAR ADVERTISEMENTS 

Real estate companies and estate agents have long enjoyed a reputation for advertising their products 

with such an array of euphemisms that one almost needs a thesaurus in order to decode / decipher the 

message – some examples: 

 

Estate Agent speak      Real English / The truth 

Renovator’s dream      Renovator’s nightmare 

A hop skip and jump from the beach For an endurance Olympic athlete, perhaps 

– for the rest of us, a 15 minute trek 

Cute and cottagey      Tiny – you cannot swing a cat in it. 

Gentleman’s residence      No self- respecting woman would 

be   

        Seen dead near the place 

Ok , now that you’ve got the picture, a similar yet different phenomenon exists around classic car 

advertisements. 

 
WANTED 
ARTICLES FOR INCLUSION IN SABRINA. 

REBUILD STORIES WITH PHOTOGRAPHS 

HOW ABOUT A DESCRIPTION, WITH PHOTOGRAPHS, OF YOUR FAVOURITE ROAD ? 

WHY NOT A DESCRIPTION OF YOUR CAR WITH PHOTOGRAPHS? 
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On the right Donald Healey 

 

& on the left Eric Fletcher. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alternative Regional Contacts 

 

Border   Nan Turner 043 748 3036    or    083 325 1768 

      nanturner@webmail.co.za 

 

 KZN   Philip de Kock   031 266 8873 or  082 777 0001 

       

Johannesburg  Rhys Collins 011 686 5515 or 011 686 5515 (fax) 

      Rcolli27@csc.com 

Port Elizabeth  Bob Pretorius 041 585 8752 or 041 585 8752 (fax) 

      bob.pretorius@gmail.com 

Pretoria  Engela van Vuuren 012 664 2623 or 084 603 6819 

       

 

 

The opinions expressed are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the views of the 

Editor or the committee of the  

Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa nor do they necessarily reflect club policy 
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