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CLOSING DATE FOR SEPTEMBER SUBMISSIONS
& CHANGES of ADDRESS

AUGUST 19th

Please send in Microsoft Word to:-
flechetr@gmail.com

While I like my car to have brakes, PLEASE, PLEASE do not insert
Page Breaks, Continuation Breaks or any other formatting in your Word Documents.

Editorial

Hasn’t the year just flashed by & amazingly this is my 4" Sabrina since I took it on at Maselspoort last
year.



mailto:eric.fletcher@bateman-bet.com

A rather strange period this has been since the March edition what with our election, April full of
public holidays the superb cricket and just as the gloom was beginning to disappear Swine Flu.
However wasn’t the cricket a TRIUMPH of organisation providing a superb advertisement for the
country?
A complete contrast to the goings on in the British Parliament, which has always been held up as a
paragon of virtue.

On a personal note | officially retired, hence the E-Mail address change & what a palaver that was. In
these days of identity theft do you realise that to take an Internet contact with any of the main service
providers you must give them all your banking, employment & personal data? Eventually I got set up
but being outside a major urban area connecting is questionable and is purely the luck of the draw, it
looks like regular sojourns in city coffee shops will become de rigueur.

By the way please make sure that you use my new E-Mail address.

flechetr@gmail.com

Still I suppose it is better than Ferrari & McLaren are doing so far.

On the weather front it was noticeable on the recent Pretoria trip to the Eastern Transvaal (sic) how the
soft tops were off & then on again so presumably winter is on its way & those of you in the Cape will
soon be putting your tops on.
At least in Septembers Sabrina we will be welcoming Summer.

In the meantime let me leave you with a thought. Many members are concerned about the fall off in
attendance at noggins. This does not seem to be limited to us but would appear to afflict clubs such as
MG, Alfa etc.

Some advocate much closer ties with other clubs but many predict loss of identity. But wait, as the
article on Morgan shows Triumph & Morgan actually have extremely strong ties so maybe this is a
starting point. | have therefore sent a copy of Sabrina to the Chairman of the Morgan Club in the
manner of “ en Klippie in die Bos”

Talking of posting Sabrina both Judy & I are continually being pursued by members not receiving
Sabrina. Everyone has complaints about the postal service but personally | don’t think that the fault lies
totally on their side.

Our address list has many members who give only street address, suburb & postcode. We recently
eventually decoded on address for someone who only gave us half of his suburb. We had no idea where
this place was. Was the name wrong or was the postcode wrong was any ones guess.

Finally until September may | once again request that all in submissions are sent to me in WORD
FORMAT with NO BREAKS or FORMATING of ANY KIND & NOT PDF.

| have had to completely redo this issue because some kind person insisted on putting in page breaks.
Please desist.

Eric Fletcher

Chairman’s Chat

It is less than a year to go before the 2010 FIFA soccer world cup is taking place in our beautiful
country. It seemed so far away when we won the bid to host the event and so much has happened since
then. New stadiums have been erected, old ones refurbished, transport addressed, roads and
infrastructure projects worth millions of rands are being completed to ensure that the guests and visitors
have a great experience and become ambassadors of South Africa. | think that it will be a fantastic
event and am looking forward to watching the games with the rest of the world

But | am even more exited about our next national gathering that takes place even before the event.
The trip to the Drakensberg will be a long one from Cape Town, but this gives us some special team
building time as | am planning to take more or less the same route that we did last year to
Bloemfontein. First overnight stop at De Rust near Oudtshoorn; second overnight stop at Aliwal North
and day three end up with everyone else at the Drakensberg.

It is a long way but then we spend so much time getting our cars ready, fixing them and cleaning them
that we should really enjoy these long trips. Makes all the efforts worthwhile. | make the travel to and
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from the event part of the “vacation”. We get together for a cup of coffee at an agreed place and then
the trip is on!! We travel together, help each other if it is required, stay at the same overnight bed and
breakfast facilities and have great discussions, braai’s, conversations and lots of fun getting to and from
the event and beyond.

| would like to see as many members as possible at the national gathering, so please reconsider; it’s a
lot of fun!!

INTERACTION BETWEEN CENTRES

I am also looking forward to the “mini gathering” that the East London and Port Elizabeth centres
arranged in Plettenberg Bay in June. We were also invited and six couples from Cape Town will attend
it. | like the idea of centres working together and would like to see more cooperation between the
different centres. | know that Johannesburg and Pretoria centres also work together and it makes sense.
We should learn from each other and not re-invent the wheel all the time. If something works in your
centre from attracting new members, breakfast runs and outings, noggin themes, etc., then please
communicate it to the other centre chairmen and let’s implement it there as well.

Triumphant Regards,
Gerhard Vorster

Registrars Report

The Herald register published in the March issue suffered a small bit from the printer’s gremlin.
The first two columns ended up with two partial headings: “SALOONS” should have been “948
cc SALOONS” while the second column reading “COUPE & CONVERTIBLE” should have
been “948 cc COUPE AND CONVERTIBLE”. Anyway, it is not a train smash but I just want
to put the record straight because there is an important difference in terms of the 948 and 1200
Heralds as distinctive models.

My intention was to publish the various Vitesse registers this time, but because there are so few
of these Triumphs in our country | decided to let it stand over to a following issue where | can
also publish some of the Triumph saloon registers as well.

Since it was, and still is, my objective to put together a new register of at least 1000 Triumphs
in a new and more comprehensive South African register, we should perhaps pause for a while
to see where we stand at the moment. OK, here goes (May 2009):

GT6
TR2 37 MK1 14
TR3 59 MK2 4
TR3A 72 MK3 9
TR4 16 TOTAL GT6 27
TR4A 22
TR5 11 STAG 25 TR6 62
HERALD 31
TR7 126 VITESSE 9
TR8 4 2000 SALOON 16 TOTAL TR
409 2500 PI 3

CHICANE 33

SPITFIRE 1500 FWD 4
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MK1 53 DOLOMITE 2

MK2 46 TOLEDO 1
MK3 140 SUPER 7 3

MK4 23 MAYFLOWER 2
1500 8 ROADSTER 3
TOTAL SPIT 270 RAZOR EDGE 1

TOTAL TRIUMPH 839

Conclusion: what a long way to go before the goal is reached! As the eternal optimist | am
confident, however, that with the help of our club members the mission is not impossible; I am
keeping all my thumbs crossed!

Nols Pienaar: Registrar

Is it not time to include TR7-V8’s & Grinnell’s? There are already several in existence, at
least 1 Grinnell and 2 TR7-V8’s in Pretoria and a further TR7-V8 in Cape Town.
Ed

National Gathering - 2010

Report 03 - June 2009

As time moves on, so we tackle bits of organisation that needs to be done for the nationals. Everything
comes along smoothly. Accommodation is in good hands and Regalia is now starting its turn. We go to
the ‘berg regularly to look at the events and it is here that most of our efforts must go. Uppermost in
our minds it has always been we must have nationals with maximum relaxation and enjoyment. The
Drakensburg is one of the most beautiful areas in our country and we must organise events where we
can enjoy the beauty and scenery. There are lots of things to do and we must allow enough time to do
them. So maybe we will cut down on organised events and allow more time on our own to do things
we choose to do. I think this will be more appreciated by everyone.

Bookings are coming along fine with 62 members booked in already and one visitor from Belgium.
We have a disappointing number from Border, PE and Cape Town, but maybe they will pick up over
the next few months. In summary, the centres have booked as follows:

Natal 22
PE - 5
Border - 2
Pretoria - 8
Cape Town 3
Jo’burg - 22
Belgium - 1

Come on Bloem!!! Well Done Natal!!!

Chris and Dot Gibbons have recently spent a night at Drakensville resort recently and this is their
experience:

¢¢
Chris and | stayed at Drakensville Resort last week on our way to Cars in the Park in

Pietermaritzburg. We were in flat 28 and were very comfortable — there is a good size fridge, a
microwave and a small oven with two hot plates on top. It seems to be fully equipped — two of
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everything including braai tongs, cork screw and tin opener. We had dinner at the restaurant and the
food was good — soup then salad, a carvery, dessert and coffee for R90.00 — a glass of wine for R7.00.
There is a small shop and cafe’ which has everything including wine and beer, charcoal and wood,
tomato, onion, potato, cucumber, and (whole) lettuce. Small selection of meat (frozen) and bread. Also
a farmhouse kitchen selection of rusks, lemon curd etc. Hats, t-shirts, swimwear, gifts, toys, mags as
well. The cafe’ sells cinnamon pancakes (@ R8.00, chicken mayo R19.50, coffee and hot choc R10.00,
carrot cake R12.00, Cheese & tomato R10.00, waffles, muffins & scones R20.00. There is also an
indoor pool just at the back of the resort, so don’t forget your beach towels.

Plenty for the kids to do — trampolines, putt-putt and video games. If you are in Flat 1 to 8 we suggest
you bring plates and cutlery if you want to share a meal as there is no kitchen — just a small fridge, a
kettle and two cups. Trying to give you as much info as possible — but please phone if you have any
questions — 082-5531229

Chris and Dot °

See you ALL there — Johannesburg Centre Committee.

Regional Reports

Bloemfontein

| have been wondering why things have seemed so quiet in Bloem these past couple of weeks, and have
suddenly realised that last year the Nationals were being held here and the action was here! | really
think that it should be held here every second time, just to liven old Bloemmies up a bit! Only a joke.
We also like to get away every now and then!

Not much fireworks happening here at the moment, noggins attendance 40% to 50%. We are planning
a run to Bultfontein soon, to visit a private mechanical museum which has a Triumph Spitfire in its
collection.

South Africa has gained a TR2! | am enclosing a story of a TR2 from Stuart Bowen, received via
email this month. Stuart and Debbie have been members of the Free State club for about two years,
and were so motivated when he visited the Nationals last year, that he has (with the help of Bev and
Italo) imported his TR2 from the UK and is busy assembling it in Bethlehem, Free State. Thanks Bev
and Italo for your help.

| see Nols has been following up the Cinderella (Herald) register and is looking for the lost sheep. |
have a 1200 saloon commission number 4GB20331, engine number GD32191HE and local number
HS2883, which | am slowly (very slowly) restoring. It is Wedgwood blue and white, and was in
running condition when the previous owner stripped it. | also have a 1966 2000 MK1 which is very
original, and I am doing some small repairs to it. It belonged to a friend of mine who had a stroke, and
it stood in his garage for 23 years. There are a few Heralds in Bloem and we are finding out what their
VIN numbers and owners names are. (We will keep you informed Nols.)

Our club’s Triumph ownership has grown considerably recently with the acquisition of two TR7s.
Barrie le Roux, who also owns a TR6 and Chicane, bought is his from John Dobbins. | bought a local
TR7 which requires a little TLC and sweat to get it into reasonable condition. Has anyone got a front
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bumper, or mould for a glass fibre one available? This front has had a lot of sun, and is very brittle. |
have taken out my past Sabrina’s and have reread Dave & Judy’s TR7 story with renewed interest. |
see they got a new front bumper for their car at a reasonable price. | hope Dave & Judy will not take it
amiss, if 1 phone them to delve into their vast knowledge of TR7s, to be able to get my car into shape.

We are looking forward to next years’ Nationals and so far we have 3 couples who will attend.
Hopefully a few more will book closer to the time. See you there.
Well I must stop my ramblings now, to enable me to get this to Eric before closing date.

Happy motoring & God Bless,
Alan

Border 2009 committee

Absolutely mind boggling to think that we are looking forward to getting our June 09 issue of Sabrina.
It feels like it was just the other day that | experienced that wonderful butterfly feeling in my tummy as
| accelerated away from Maeselspoort enjoying that low end torque and mesmerising sound of Paula’s
big six engine. | have hardly lost the feeling and here we are getting ready for the Drakensberg. Roll on
April 2010.

Unfortunately due to other commitments Sue and | have had to miss some of our Triumph outings this
quarter. Nevertheless the wheel keeps turning and some lovely events took place thanks to our events
organiser Gavin Turner who always has a little surprise or two up his sleeve for us. Gavin finds himself
in the unfortunate position of doing such a good job organising our events that he finds himself back in
this position at every AGM. No one wants to chance filling his shoes.

Gavin and Nan Turner represented our centre on the MG club travelling dinner. They report that this
was a resounding success. Dinner was in the form of a spit braai at a members home. All the cars that
participated were grandly arranged on a flood lit tennis court adjoining the outdoor living area. Gavin
and Nan report that the company and food was outstanding. The only losers were those who did not
attend.

During March a Safari run was the order of the day. All met at the Comrades club at 09h30. The ring
master, Gavin Turner, handed out a “rally type” schedule and by 10h00 the following started to depart
according to Gavin’s instructions :- John and Cindy Williams TR7, Les and Dee Cock TR7, Hans and
Nadine van Eck Triumph 2000, Ted and Wilna Burden Plastic. After departure of the final car Gavin
and Nan made their way to the half way point in the Buffalo pass forest to prepare coffee for the
participants. It was now a tight dash for Gavin and Nan in their TRS after the last car’s departure for
them to get back to the Queen’s Park Zoo before the first car arrived. A fire was provided in the picnic
area and a great braai and of course beverages was enjoyed by all. The Zoo hence titled “Safari Run”
Who will forget our April sojourn? We all gathered at Gonubie point for coffee, cooksisters and
doughnuts at 09h00. The convoy departed at 10h00 for the Buffalo harbour. Gavin and Nan Turner



TR5, John and Cindy Williams TR7, Hans and Nadine van Eck Triumph 200, Ted and Wilna Burden
plastic and Sue and myself plastic. | was told in no uncertain terms that doubtful weather was no
excuse for not arriving in my classic. As it turned out the weather was great and hence | was badgered
the entire day. We all boarded The Bally Hoo yacht and had a lovely cruise out into the Indian Ocean.
On return we were ushered into a private function room at Latimer’s Landing where we enjoyed the
most scrumptious buffet lunch.

Left to Right

s Gavin Turner,
it Cindy Williams,
John Williams,
Sue Kriel,

Wilna Burden,
Ted Burden,

. Nan Turner,
Hans van Eck,
Nadine van Eck.

An exciting event coming up in June
is the celebration of our centre’s 15
anniversary. The 15" year was
actually last year with the celebration
taking place this June. Gavin has organised a wonderful itinery. We will be travelling from East
London to Port Elizabeth, Plettenberg Bay and Knysa. We will be joined by a contingent from the Port
Elizabeth centre and by another group from Cape Town centre.

First night stop over will be in Port Elizabeth where we will enjoy an evening of eating and
entertainment organised by this centre.

Next day we will travel to Plett under the schedule of a “rally type” event. In Plett Gavin is organising
that we are all accommodated in the same complex well situated a stone’s throw from the Beacon Isle
hotel. During the remaining days we will make numerous trips to Knysa for various planned activities
one of witch will be a driving skills event. The Knysna MG guys have been of great help to Gavin
getting permission from their local authorities for venues for some of the activities.

Restoration projects are all still in the pipeline. Stuart Turner has unfortunately not given any more
time to his TR6 project due to the acquisition of a new business. We are all hoping that this car will be
ready for the next nationals. As for my GT6mk2 restoration, well also at a complete standstill due to
other commitments. | have had to make the painful decision that this car will not make the trip to The
Berg. Louis Greef is busy fitting a bucket full of Moss spares to his TR7 including a new soft top.
The Buzz in our centre at present is Drakensville. Can’t wait.

Best wishes and great “Triumphing” from us all.

Geoff Kriel

Cape Town

Here in Cape Town winter seems to have come very suddenly one minute hot & the next cold, rain &
fog. Despite this we have had good attendance at noggins except for Neil Cameron’s, who had gone to
great trouble with the Speedway Café (old German Club).

He booked for 24 & only 8 pitched including Ronan’s 8-year-old son, Keegan. Sorry Neil but one of
those things.

The February Noggin was a Braai & discussion on Spares. There is now a member’s section on the
web site (tscc2009 & password is Sabrina). Tom & Anne Dougan our new committee members have
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taken over membership from Tim Cruise. The secretary & treasurers job has been combined and sadly
are losing our Newsletter Editor Sue Cruise as she is departing for England for 5 months.
This means that her yellow GT6 is for sale and apparently on her return she will no longer be a
member. We thank her for her past work and wish her everything of the best.
Our best wishes also to Nerina & Mike Napoli on their speedy recover from their car accident.
Our Condolences to Jack Cramp on the loss of his wife. Dennis Cook’s obituary to our dear friend
Chris Schultz can be found in the Farewell section.
Our eagerly awaited noggin at Viglietti had to be postponed until April. What a marvellous run to the
Skilpadvlei Restaurant on Polkadrai.
This is on the road from Stellenbosch to Kuilsriver with perfect autumn weather. We run through the
Town Centre & up Polksdraai hill to a superb breakfast. The 24 of us included the Maggs clan & Brian
& Sheila Maggs. Sheila is looking great after her op.
Bushpig (the famous/infamous blue/grey Herald Coupe) delivered Dave Gordon & we all admired the
amazing view of the vineyards with the Bottelray Hills as a backdrop.
June’s long weekend (12th to 16™) has been planned as a combined event with PE & Border to Plett &
the Beau Rivage timeshare complex close to Beacon Island. Dennis & Jo Cook plan to join us
hopefully in their well again TR®.
In April we at last visited Viglietti Motors although Nic & I thought it was on our usual Wednesday
when in fact it was on the Thursday. Thus we inadvertently beat a hasty retreat from gate crashing the
Ferrari club night. Our embarrassment prevented us from attending the wonderful night arranged for
our club. When our club did attend on the agreed date it was a wonderfully great evening.
The month end run started from Dixie’s in Glencairn & was then taken by Peter du Sautay on a run to
the end of the peninsula. Thus 23 members & guests had a really good breakfast while False Bay made
a backdrop to the attending Triumphs. The Somerset West contingent was thankful when the sun broke
through the fog along Baden Powell Drive to welcome them to Fish Hoek.
Recently en route along the Garden Route to visit relatives, Peter du Sautoy took time to visit several
well-known classic car dealers. Frost Brothers of Knysna were 3 Triumphs. A BRG TR5 with soft-top
& new paint. Apparently this Stromberg equipped car was once owned by the late Jerry van Straatten.
With no one around no price was available. Meanwhile in Sedgefield Classic Cars sits a Red Stag at
R75,000 7 a MK1 2000. In the workshops was a concours Blue TR2 being checked over prior to its
owner taking it back to Swaziland & it is reported that he will be joining Johannesburg.

Future events include a run to

" ] Kleinmond on May £1% and

S e =} at June 17" Koos Swanepoel

1 E ey ~will entertain us to his racing
ot : - days including those in

Triumphs. How about a trip
to the Franshoek Motor
Museum on June 1512 This
will even include visiting
their workshops & lunch in

the Museum Restaurant.

Jamie Hart recently discussed with a new member the implications to putting a Toyota engine &
transmission in a GT6. Jamie feels that if it keeps a Triumph on the road, why not?
Yours in Triumph

Margaret Young

Johannesburg

We started this year with a great event — it was a visit to the Kromdraai Gold Mine, one of the first gold
mines on the Witwatersrand. Now abandoned (gold was discovered here in 1881 and the mine was
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closed in 1914), the mine still provides interesting history to the founding industry of this part of the
world. It is quite near the Lanseria airport near Muldersdrift, and one can visit the now derelict mine
and the mine museum. Through visits like ours, funds are raised to restore the mine and give it greater
News coverage

5 THIS ,
MINE -
“WAS TIADE SAFE-

After that we all went to Gilroy’s Brewery — now a familiar destination of this club. Special tables were
set aside for us and — believe it — over 50 members joined us for this run — most from Johannesburg, but
a good number from the Pretoria centre joined us too. Our charming host, Steve Gilroy never misses
an opportunity to give us his “up your” salute whenever he can.

Sunday February 15" gave us the Valentine’s Day run (a day late), and Bill Flynn from Pretoria
organised a trip through Pretoria suburbs ending at the Pretoria Botanical Gardens for a visit and
then Lunch. A good turnout by both centres, and the ladies were thoroughly spoiled, I’'m told.

In March a good number of us went to Memel for the week-end. From 13" to 15" March 36
members and friends went to Memel in the eastern Free State in our Triumphs and some in their
4x4’s (thank goodness!) where the locals were holding the yearly Cosmos Festival. As if sensing
our arrival, the heavens opened up and it rained most of the week-end. Not hard — but just enough
to annoy us. But not enough to dampen our spirits as the company was great and our hosts were of
the best too, going out of their way to make us feel welcome — and they succeeded. Eighteen
people from our club took part in the 10km walk on the Saturday morning along the farm roads
flanked by the beautiful Cosmos. Saturday afternoon we all squeezed into the 4x4’s that came
along and we went up the mountains to Jean and Marguerita’s house at the foot of the
Drakensburg. There in the drizzle we trekked around the grasslands looking for bushman paintings.
| think the rain got the better of us and we eventually abandoned the idea. So we then went back to
the dorp for a braai and gesels into the nag. This was a great week-end and we must do lots more.

In March Chris and Dot Gibbons organised the Early Bird Run, our annual route find which, as the

name implies, takes place eaaarlyyyy in the morning. It took place around the streets of Randburg.
Pretoria Centre participated as well, and Nols Pienaar and Chris Smit won, taking the trophy to
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Pretoria. Mike Haydon and Brandon came second, and Bill sales and daughter Claire also from
Pretoria came third. Well done.

In May we had a Breakfast Run to Teak Place in Muldersdrift. Also a favourite amongst car clubs,
it is well appointed and the food very good. After that some of us stayed behind to watch the
Monaco Grand Prix. Still Great.

S0 — that’s from all of us here in Jo’burg. It has gotten very cold here at nights and not too much
open-car motoring is to be seen — only for the die-hards. We all look forward to Spring. Regards
and happy motoring.

Gino

KZIN

One of the highlights on our events calendar is the annual Cars in the Park held in Pietermaritzburg.

Saturday a pro-active team traveled to Pietermaritzburg and started building and preparing our stand.

Darryl Hurter, the man who started the idea that we have some of our cars in racing trim, Paul Naidoo,

John Leonard, Terry Murphy and our chairman David Blair work until late Saturday to get every thing

ready for the next day. The brave David Blair, Terry Murphy and Paul Naidoo slept under the stars to
protect our valuables.

Sunday morning! The weather was simply
marvelous and the convoy met at the
Oases (a BP outlet), most of the cars
topless! Seven o ‘clock we set of to
Pietermaritzburg. They were all there,
TR3, TR3A, TR4, TR7 and Spitfires were
part of the early convoy and it was once
again a fantastic experience to see so many

Triumphs on route to the show.

Team work by Darryl and Rosemary Hurter
Photo: Rudi Venter.
Triumphs, the most beautiful sports cars in

the world were the soul of this years show.
Fifty four of them were there although they

were not all on our stand.

Our stand was absolutely fabulous and we received many compliments from various other clubs.
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This year the organizers awarded the club for the best display with R1500.00 and although our stand
was by far the best we came in a very close second after Mercedes Benz. | think we started something
new and the competition will be more aggressive next year.

Our stand looked beautiful. There were eight Triumphs on the starting grid all in racing trim and with a
passage between them and a row of decorated gazeboes. On the other side was another passage
between the back of the gazeboes and the rest of our cars. This meant that a huge number of spectators
moved freely between the two groups of cars and our entertainment area. Under the gazebos the ladies
put forward the most delicious collecting of salads, various plates of things to nibble on and soon a
wide collection of red and white wines appeared onto the tables. It was a grand affair and the festival
really got going when the guys started the fire for the big braai.

Rudi Venter

Port Elizabeth

I thought the caption on the cover of the March edition of Sabrina with the Grants
should have been:” Alan...you bought what!!! with the grocery money????”

Anyway, our February combined clubs day organised by the EPVCC was a huge
success, More than 25 local TSCC members and 10 Triumphs attend the first
official Triumph Club outing of 2009. Despite the initial inclement weather the
crowds grew as the weather cleared and supporters were requested to remove
their plastics to make more show space for the vintages and classics of yester-
year.

This event also afforded the club to run its first fundraiser in the form of a hamper
of motoring products donated by MIDAS (thanks to Bob) VOLVO (thanks to
Frikkie), DUNLOP (thanks to Yvonne), and Jon Rademan. Thanks to Yvonne,
Daria and Carol who sold all the tickets. In the light of the economic meltdown
this was no mean achievement. Frikkie also donated the proceeds of his boot sale
to boost the final income.

The previous evening the MG club had their traveling supper, and sadly, the only
participant from the TSCC was Heinz & Paula, all the way from George, making it
a good weekend by joining both events.

Traditionally we have our concours in March, which was well attended with 11
Triumphs entered, and another two on display. This exposure and venue is good
for the club, with many folk looking ,enquiring, and who knows, maybe one day,
a new member?

Also a big compliment from Rodger Sutton’s dad, visiting from the UK, confirming
that he is very impressed with the high standards and quality of the cars on display,
comparing with some of the shows he has been to in the UK.

And of course to end the day, we had an enjoyable braai afterwards in the
German clubs beer garden, and were blessed with the company of some of our
MG cousins and of course traveling all the way from George, Heinz & Paula in that
magnificent TR4A.
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Results below: CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE

GOLD

Heinz Koncki .... TR4A ...... 96.7 %

Yvonne de Kock TRA4... 94.2 %

Deon de Kock ... TR2....... 93.9 %

SILVER

Jimmy Sheard TR7... 91.8 %

CM Bob Pretorius... TR3 ... 90.8 %
BRONZE

Godfrey Gericke .. Spitfire.. 79.0 %

Beyers Vermaak .. Spitfire . . 78.5%

CONCOURS D’ETAT

GOLD

David Patten... TR2........ 99 %
C M Bob Pretorius Spitfire Mark IV... 98 %
Stefan Koch ........... Spitfire Mark 3 ... 96.1 %
Mike Koch TR6 94.2 %

During May, we organised an outing to a lovely location of one of our members in
Paradise beach, and invited the MG club to join us.

On a chilly Sunday morning 8 Triumphs, 5 MG’s and two plastics played follow-
the-leader via the newly tarred Van Stadens pass to Peter And Delphine’s place in
Paradise beach. This was indeed a record turn out for the books, for the 160 km
return run.

Another reason being, to see how far Peter is with his TR6 project. This is going
to be a very nice car, and it looks like it will be on the road at the end of the year,
ready to join us all to the Nationals. (Anyone knowing of a front bumper going
cheap for a 6?)

We were spoiled with warm snacks, while some was preparing breakfast on the
skottles, some braaied, and some packed a picnic basket. A couple of die-hards
stayed and watched the Bahrain GP only to return to PE late the Sunday
afternoon.

I don’t know how many of you still receive the Triumph World, but about a year
ago, a freelance did an article of our local setup for the Triumph World. It was
eventually published in the May 2009 edition, of which Bob got hold of a couple of
the magazines. Featuring with nice photos is Jon’s TR7 Spider, A Morgan, Rod’s
Super 7, Bob’s Spitfire, Dave’s TR2 and my TR4.

Happy to say, we had an increase in membership again since the last Sabrina,
with Rod Light joining, also stationed in George, with a beautiful red TR3A. We
wish him a long and happy association with our club.

Events to follow are the Borders “"mini national” at Plet during the weekend of the
14% June and Bob’s smartie run scheduled for May and July should be a fun
gymkhana against the MG club.
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It sounds like Heinz from George was the only club member supporting the
Knysna car show held in May. Visitors from PE were the Butlion brothers and
Beyers Vermaak.

The Lone Ranger from George at the Knysna show waiting for better
days. Now where is Paula with my beer.........?2?

It sure looks like the Nationals are going to be well supported this year, with
bookings going fast. Even before I had my March Sabrina in hand to have a look
at accommodation, news from Bob was that the 2 bed chalets are already booked
out.

News from our sick bay section is that Caroline went for a small opp, recovered
well, and Bob developed a condition that has affected his sight, which at this
stage is not diagnosed yet although he went for all the necessary tests.

That's it for now from a cold and very miserable windy PE.

Deon

Pretoria

| am very happy to report that the Pretoria Triumph members enjoyed a variety of events since
my last report was written in first week of February this year.

Although Cathy and | could not attend because of our trip to the United States, | believe that
the Valentine Run, held on 15 February was a great event. Bill and Helen Flynn need to be
commended on organizing this one which I believe included a scenic drive through the far
eastern residential estates of Pretoria before it culminated in a lunch at the botanical gardens. |
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am also very pleased to learn that it was well attended by both Pretoria and Johannesburg
members.

Chris and Dot Gibbons organized the annual Early Bird Run on 29 March that started at Ultra
City (northbound) along the N1. They gave us an interesting route through the southern parts
of Centurion before we tackled the Midrand area. | must say that the cryptic clues were very
imaginative and well thought out. We eventually ended up for brunch at the Terrace Café in
the Bryanston area. The turnout was not as good as previous years but there were an equal
number of Pretoria and Johannesburg members while the Chris Smit/ Yours Truly team won
the floating trophy.

Our biennial weekend away took us to the scenic Lowveld of Mpumalanga Province from 25
to 27 April. Eric Fletcher (TR8), Chris Smit (TR7), Bill Sales (TR7), Nols and Cathy Pienaar
(TR7), Marius Labuschagne (TR7 Grinnell), Bill and Helen Flynn (Stag), Jaco and Engela
van Vuuren and their two sons (Daihatsu), as well as Nick and Rita Wood (Nissan) set out
from Pretoria early on Saturday morning. We were joined by Terrance and Lynn du Toit
(TR3) who drove down from Tzaneen to join us at Graskop. We eventually booked in at
Thaba Tsweni Lodge north of Graskop after a visit to the Sudwala Caves and Sabie and
started our great time together with a most enjoyable braai that evening. On Sunday we made
a number of scenic trips that included Pilgrim’s Rest,

Burke’s Luck, the Blyde River canyon, Gods’ Window and the Lisbon as well as Berlin
waterfalls. We all returned home on Monday via the Long Tom Pass and Lydenburg and had
lunch at Dullstroom. Fortunately everyone arrived home safely with happy memories of a
really great weekend away.

At the time of writing we are looking forward to the autotest (gymkhana) to be held on
Sunday, 31% May, at the skidpan of the Zwartkops race track. It will be the first time in fifteen
years that our club will have the opportunity to have fun on a slippery surface and be able to
learn how to safely handle a car under such conditions again. In June (Saturday evening, 20™)
we will be staging the annual cats eyes consisting of a treasure hunt. During the following
month we have two events lined up: a sell/swap event combined with a braai (Sunday 12
July), as well as the annual Benoni Treasure Hunt to be organized by Dave and Judy Harris
(Sunday, 19 July). In August we will be participating in the Pretoria Old Motor Club’s cars in
the park on the first Sunday of the month, while we will have another gymkhana, on a dry
surface this time, on the following Sunday (9 August). It is a pleasure to welcome the
following new member aboard: Mark Holdsworth, a motoring journalist who owns a Spitfire
Mk3 and lives in Randburg. Mark, we trust that you and your Spittie will have a long and
very happy association with us.
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Cheers vir eers

Nols

From the bookshelf.

I had a good one from Australia on a new Australian book on Australian TR2’s & 3’s. Unfortunately it
was so full of page breaks that it would have produced too many blank pages. | will try & retype it and
put it in September’s issue.
This months Classic Monthly has redoing Drum brakes in its DIY section and a really good 5 page run
in a Triumph Stag, well worth reading.
The same goes for the April issue of TR Action which has a fascinating 3 page article on Monty
Banks(Viscount Soddemere) who was the mysterious 12" member of the Triumph team between 1954
& 1960.

He could not compete under his correct name for fear of losing his inheritance & title. Thus he does not
appear in any Triumph history, not even in Frederic Reydellet’s series “Triumph in Competition”
Perhaps his most serious piece of cloak & dagger was winning the 1957 Alpine Rally outright in a
works Standard Vanguard. Despite the company wishing to gain much publicity from this win it
reputedly cost

Banks £17,000 in 1957 money to keep it out of the press.
A really fascinating read.

Look out for a full report in the near future on the La Mans TR7 which Bert Smeets has now completed
the rebuild

Eric Fletcher

For Sale

e GT6 - 1973 mimosa yellow, very good condition. Price - R60,000 onco. Contact Eileen Cruise
on 082 560 2589 or 021 558 4632

e 1963/registered in 1964, Triumph Spitfire for MK1.The car comes standard with the following
items: Soft-top, Cabin Cover, 1 Set of chrome rims. The car comes with her original engine and
also a complete spare engine and gearbox which | bought as a back up. Excellent
condition: Price R 32 000.00 (Permanently stored in Garage). Please feel free to contact me for
further details. Chris Horne Cell 082 558 9475

e 1963 Triumph Spitfire Chassis in excellent condition. Bare chassis only no wheels. Ideal for
somebody re building a Spitfire. Price negotiable.
Arthur Wiffen 021-8529630 office hours 021-9052337 Home

e 1 complete TR7 convertible. 2 x TR7 convertible that has been broken up for spares. For sale as

parts or complete job lot. Any offers? Phone Carey 083 297 3268

Probably the best local Dolly Sprint in excellent condition
& suitable for racing @ R45,000. ono

Contact Jean Coppens on

072 198 2046 or 011 376 2032 or
Jean.Coppens@bhpbilliton.com

to arrange a test drive.

‘What you see may not
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be what you get

In setting out to describe the main identifying features of the TR6 | thought that since it was, to my
mind, but one model it | soon learned differently.

Yes | knew that the USA models were carburetted & those for the UK fuel injected but I discovered a
whole lot more.

This is not surprising when you realise that being in production from September 1968 to July 1976
some 91,850 were produced.

These can be broken down as follows: -

Pl UK 8,370
Pl Export 5,333
Carburettor 78,147

It is not surprising that with such quantities going to the US that | found them to be the best source of
data.

So to begin, we all know that it was designed by Karmann, but how many of us know that in reality it is
a TR5 with only the nose & tail different and 5.5inch wheels. The doors are TR 5 as is the windscreen
and of course all running gear.

As usual the starting point in defining your 6 is with the VIN numbers however it should be noted that
all US Carburettor cars were prefixed CC while the PI cars were prefixed CP. As was usual Triumph
practice numbers ran consecutively. In 1973 these were changed to CF for carburettor & CR for PI. The
following listing can therefore be confusing but the numbers appear to run correctly.-

CP25001 19.9.68 Prototype CP25003 first carb model
CP25002 to CC32141 1969

CC5001 to ?2? 1970

?27? to CC67893 1971

CC75001 to CC85737 1972

CF1 to CF12500U 1973

CF125000 to CF25777U 1974

CF27001 to CF35000U 1974 half year
CF35001 to CF39991U 1975

CF50001 to CF58328U 1976

These can be found as usual on the commission plate which in 1973 moved from one of the front wheel
arches (under the bonnet) to the left hand door post.

While there are many year on year detail changes, surprisingly one major pointer to your cars year is its
original colour. Many Triumph owners comment on the sometimes lurid TR6 colours.

These were in keeping with the times, and psychedelica .

These colours, if you were into LSD you will recall, changed frequently and Triumph decided to be
“with it”.

So what were they?

1969 Damson, New White, Triumph Racing Green, Signal Red, Jasmine Yellow, Royal Blue.
1970 Damson, New White, Signal Red, Royal Blue, Jasmine Yellow, Sienna Brown, Laurel
Green.

1971 Damson, New White, Signal Red, Royal Blue, Sienna Brown, Laurel Green, Saffron
Yellow, Sapphire Blue.

1972 Damson, New White, Sienna Brown, Laurel Green, Saffron Yellow, Sapphire Blue,
Pimento Red, Emerald Green.

1973 New White, Sienna Brown, Mimosa Yellow, Emerald Green, Pimento Red, Carmine
Red, Magenta, Sapphire Blue, Mallard Blue, French Blue.

1974 New White, Mimosa Yellow, Emerald Green, Pimento Red, Carmine Red, Magenta,
Sapphire Blue, Mallard Blue, French Blue, Maple.

1975 New White, Mimosa Yellow, Pimento Red, Carmine Red, French Blue, Maple. British
Racing Green.

1976 New White, Mimosa Yellow, Pimento Red, Carmine Red,
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1976 New White, Mimosa Yellow, Pimento Red, Carmine Red, French Blue, Maple, BRG,
Topaz Yellow, Java Green, Delft Blue, Russet Brown, Inca Yellow, Tahiti Blue.
With all these colours you will notice not a mention of Black.

Now let us look at mechanical changes and these were so many and frequent that the only way is to
also list them year-by-year. Note that this detail emanates from US sources and may change on non-US
models. However such were the quantities of US cars (roughly 6 for every one non US car) that it
seems unlikely>
1969 TR4 type 16P brake Calliper replaced with 16B. Black spoke Steering wheel with holes,
Chrome valve cover, and Windshield surround in body colour. TR250 gearbox with Laycock
overdrive. Rostyle wheels standard until CC50000. Breathing material seats.

1970 Rostyle wheels replaced with disc wheel with 15 holes. New inlet manifold for carb
cars. Steering lock on all Export cars. Ignition switch moved from dashboard to under steering column.
Windscreen surround black irrespective of body colour. New silver anodized steering wheel. 72 spoke
wheels optional. Rocker covers now painted silver.

1971 Stag gearbox parts used. 7 blade radiator fan replaces 8 blades at CP52420. Square
reflectors under tail lamps (USA only)
1972 Compression ratio on US cars dropped from 8.5:1 to 7.75:1.This increases BHP from

104 to 106. New exhaust system with twin downpipe for carb cars.

Fuel tank capacity reduced from 13.5 to 10.25 gallons. Rear Springs & wishbone brackets uprated in
late 71. Prop shaft grease nipple deleted. Brake callipers now have metric threads.

1973 Black plastic airdam introduced. J type overdrive on 3 & 4™. New steering wheel &
instruments with smaller gauges inverted. Union Jack decal replaces TR6 logo on rear wing. Voltmeter
replaces ammeter. Air intake flap on windscreen cowl changed to a black plastic grill. Wire wheel
option deleted. Flat Black wiper arms replace chrome ones. Derated PI giving only 125BHP
introduced. It was claimed by Triumph that this was due to the need to tame its in traffic manners and
so they replaced the original cam shaft with a much tamer one. Some cynics maintain that the real
reason was that the TR6 had been faster than the flag ship Stag.

1974 New interior trim with Chestnut & Beige available in fire resistant material. Centre
interior door pull. Full tonneau cover as standard. Again compression ratio on US cars changes from
7.75:1to 7.5:1 and reduces BHP from 106 to 101.

1975 Rubber overider bumpers for USA result in increased length from 3.937m to 4.118m.
Front bumper raised. Indicator lamps fitted under bumper. Air injection system introduced (does
anyone know what thi is? Ed

STUART TURNERS MAGNIFICENT 6

1976 Last Pl built on 7.2.75
Last TR6 carb built on 15.7.75
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So there you have it more changes than maybe you were aware of and maybe this raises some
questions,

Eric Fletcher

Acknowledgements:-

TR Register

Triumph TR - Bill Piggott

Vintage Triumph Register

JB Zimmerman.
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\’ngb' E-mail: officed erregistercouk
Badywork Trim Commussion Number Engine
* rear deck, all wings « Check condition of intarior * Check for correct spacificaton + Crankshaft and flcat
- bath inner & cuter, trim and hood relating to age and model X
bonnet skin, boot lid Fusd mjection oparation
lip, boat Soce and « Coolant leaks

boot sides can rust » Comprassion

* Rough tick aver

Electrics
* Corract oparation
« Condition of wiring

Suspansion

= Check Irailing
am maountings %

chassis * Fued Pump

« Shock absarbers
Suspension
* Check lawer
wishbone mountng
points

« chack tnmnions

Badywrk Chassis
+ Check A & B posts, sills « Chock for rust, accklent + Gearbox ~ check for nome and overdrve problems
and floors for rust damage and distortion « Chack aperation of clutch
‘mod'“" :9"9' aignment « Check al chassis mounting « Déferential - check noise and mounlings
pr points « Drive shafls — Clunks can indicate wom LJ's

INFORMATION SPECIFIC TO TR

The TRE was mircduced in January 1989, The first series have commission numbers commencng with CP or CC. CP designating petrol
njection and CC designating carburetions for the US market. The P1 modal has a brake horse power of 150, whareas for the US modal, it is
104 bhp. The 1968 model can be readily identdied by having rostyle wheel inm covers, a bady coloured windscreen surround, a steering
wheel with dished black spokes and non-raclining seats. In addition US modeds have high backed saeats and are all LHD. A number of
modifications were infraduced for the 1870 moded year ncluding a matt black windscreen surround, wheels with a black centre tim, reclining
seats and a non dished grey spoked ing wheel. The CP & CC models ran until late 1972 remaining basicaly unchanged through the
model un. The most cbhvious change was the incorporation of a steering lock during 1971 and a change 10 black spokas on the steering
wheal for the US market cars. Commission number rangas for the CP and CC senes cars are as folows:- 1) P1 1969 medel CP25001 to
CP26598, 1970-1971 models CP50001 1o CP54718, 1972 madel CP75001 to CP77718 the last car being built in September 1972. 2)
Carburettor cars 1969 model CC25001 1o CC32143, 1970-1971 models CCS0001 to CCE7893, 1972 modsl CC75001 to CCBST3T7 the last
car being buik in August 1972,

In late 1972 the revised CR /CF series was introduced. CR designating petrol mjection and CF designating carburettors for the US market.
The Pl model has 125 bhp and the US model has 106bhp. This seres can be readily identified by a front under bumper bib spaier, chrome
sirips on the front grille, wheels with a grey centre tim, a black plastic scuttle air vent, minor mstruments with upward poinling needles and
seats with a headrest faclity. US market cars are al LHD and hawve large back over-riders from the 1974 modal onwarcs. Commission
numbers ranges for the CR and CF saries cars are as folows:- 1) P1 1973 model CR1 to CR2911, 1974.1975 models CR5049 1o CRE701.
The last Pl car was built in February 1875. 2) Carburetior cars 1973 model CF1 to CF11577, 1974 madel CF12501 1o CF25777, 1874%
model CF27001 to CF31533, 1975 model CF35001 to CF39991, 1976 model CFSODI1 to CF58328. The last car baing budt in July 1976,

Tatal production of the TRE was 91850 which includes cars assembled n Belgium from completely knocked down (CKD) kts. 13702 of the
o3l wara patrol ingaction models and 78142 were carburetior US market modets . A total of 8370 TRE were sold in the UK, In the UK cars
manufactured before 15t Jan 73 qualify for free road tax. Therefore all CP and CC series cars qualify as do CR series up to CREE64 and CF
series up 1o CF4028.

The suffc 0" at the end of the commission number indicates that averdrive was fitted as an option at the factary. Al UK market cars from
CRS5000 anwards had overdrive fitted as standard. Overdrive operates on 2nd, 3rd and 4th on CP and CC cars and on 3d and 4th on CR
8nd CF cars. Other popular factory fitted options include wire whaeals which were avallabie until the 1973 modsl and 8 hardiop. The
commission number (shown as VIN/chassisiframe number an the V5) can be found stamped on an aluminium plate. On the CP and eardy
CC sanes the plate can be found under the bonnet cn the left side wheel arch. CP cars exported to Germany have the plate on the right side
wheel arch, whilst on the late CC, CF and CR sarkes the piate s in the left side door jJamb. Cars assambled in Belgum have the plate on the
front bulkhead. An additional plate is found on the left hand side of the windscreen on al CC and CF cars. LHD cars are identified by the
sufMix L on the commission plate of all CP serles and CC seres up untll CC78520, and by the suffix U on CC sanes from CCT8521 and all
CF sones cars. Cars assembled in Belgum were all petral injected and LHD and these cars can be identified by the commission number
which has an additional “17 prefix and by a “P" suffix. The engne number prefix of 3 models matches the commission number.

Given the age of any TRE toth tha bocty and the chassis shousd be carefully examinad for any corrasion, distortion or damage. If restored
the quality of the work must be evaluated. Look for poorly aigned panels with uneven gaps and unusual or visible repairs and patches. Many
TRS have been re-mparted from the US and converted to RHD and in some cases Stted with fuel injection so other than the commission
numbar It will be afficult to differentiate these cars from a genuine UK market TRE If the conversion has bean profassionally camied out,




Well that is the TR6 but what on earth is a Ginerva?

Not many of you will have heard of the TR5 Ginerva , well it was only by courtesy of Francois
Borzellino ( TR5 Register in France) that | was introduced to the following.

A little prior to the opening of the 1967 Geneva Show that Michelotti got ready to present his new TR
Stag on the Michelotti stand.

However Standard Triumph decided otherwise and used their official Triumph stand to launch the Stag.
This left Michelotti with a stand but no exhibit perhaps in a fit of pique, he decided to present an
evolution of the TR5 which he hoped would become the future TR®.

With only 15 days to go before the show he press-ganged employees,friends and family to produce the
prototype which he named TR5 Ginerva.

Having completed the design drawings the Triumph factory gave him a 2litre 6 cylinder engine and the
protype number X760.

That the Ginerva was actually displayed and ran is testimony to Michelotti’s drive but sadly to no avail.
Immediately after the show Triumph awarded the TR6 brief to Karmann.

Happily the TRS Ginerva was left in Michelotti’s ownership as a unique piece of motoring history.
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Specification

Chassis X760 1967
based on TR5

EngineProtype Triumph 6 cyl 2| No
MB7326HE with Lucas fuel injection No
WAS24B/WA3129 & engraved No 2967. 125
BHP with top speed of 200km

GearboTRS 4 speed with Laycock
Normamville

overdrive.

Body

2 seater Roadster
Mass 1280kg all up

LETTERS

Eric,

After your pleas for photographs of
personalities & regional committees, | was
extremely disappointed to find that our committee photo sent to you in February did not appear in the
March Sabrina.
Geoff Kriel
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Chairman Border
Hi Geoff,
My apologies it was case of finger trouble on my part, which hopefully | have corrected.
However thank you for your comments because without such there can be no improvements.
Ed

This was a letter to Alan Dickens but it so interesting that | think we should follow it in future issues
under the title:-

“No other Love iave 7~

Dear Alan and members,

Trusting you 're all well and work permitting (from our garage in Bethlehem) not soon enough Deb and
I would like to sit around the fire with you all ‘chew the fat’ with other TR Noggins at the Bloemfontein
TR Club for a Noggin night ...... now regarding Sabrina! a bit of good news from our side.

Just over 12 months ago at the Maselspoort Nationals 2008, TR s for Africa, Chris, yourself and a
whole TR bunch of guys and girls introduced Debbie and I to another dimension in Africa, “talent,
detail, wheel power” the throaty roar of 2 litre Vanguard engines, the enthusiasm, the camaraderie,
then came thoughts of importing bits and pieces with our TR from England, time to assemble it, so far,
so distant, bloody impossible. Fate would be on our side, we were steered in the direction of Bev and
Italo!............ thereafter, well it went something like this;

Letters and telephone calls to our folks Frank and Peggy Bowen both early 20’s vintage types, my
home town Lyme Regis Dorset, our mission to ease the shockers for our folks, and to convince Dad we
will be arriving early in 2009 to build up the 1954 TR2 EB 4432 and send just about anything TR we
could find from “Mum’s garage” and long time home to the Triumph going as far back as March 1980,
of course Dad had an ongoing interest, he repaired wings and doors, made inner wing captive nuts
labeled jam jars with UNF nuts and bolts, badges.

The garage roof trusses took strain loaded with the petrol tank, the broken windscreen, all sorts, so
many useful components collected over almost 30 years, one of the items being the original Lucas
windscreen washer bottle with it’s pump set, our goal to pack the whole lot off in a container destined
for our new home town of Bethlehem, South Africa. 1980 the year the TR went into hiding was also the
same year Debbie and I arrived in Southern Africa.

A little background:

Back in 74 we had married in the New Forest and honeymooned driving our RFJ 988 licensed expired
TR 2 around the Lake District and Yorkshire Dales, it rained, did we care about getting wet, holes in
the hood, a blanket over the knees, a ten pound fine! what fun, not a care in the world, temporary I'd
hashed a marine ply wood floor that leaked, the plastic sheet came in handy, you don’t want to know
how we slept at night!

Before getting hitched to Deb in 74, the TR and | had a few speedy years together, the A1 north from
London to Richmond, 100 MPH in record breaking time, what a machine, not the Cobra | had my eyes
on and actually worked on whilst still at school, no ways insurance was out of my pocket, actually so
was the Cobra at 700 pounds, so how did it all begin;
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Well | found the TR at the back of the pub toilets under the roof of a stonewalled barn namely the
Traveler’s Rest on the Dorchester Downs 24th August 1971, 1'd no idea of what type of car was buried
beneath the hay bails, beer crates and chickens nesting in and around a rusted out floor pan, no seats, |
could see it was some kind of sports car though, I only had enough to pay the 50 pound deposit and
later the balance of 75 pound, the beginning of and the making of some tales, actually I didn’t even like
the sports car, but there was something about, quite ugly, to be honest, the finding of the car wasn’t
entirely my doing, the explanatlon and getting it roadworthy and some of our journeys would take on
45 the size of a short novel.!

In the UK prior to loading

Tuesday 5th of May 2009, the bolt cropper
cracked open the seal, ‘did I lash down that car
good enough’? Knowing that the container ship
had to lay off Durban harbour riding out rough
seas for a few days before docking, the ticker was
beating faster.

2.30 pm Joburg, Jet Park warehouse unloading, yep it was quite something as the container doors
opened, she hadn’t budged an inch, exactly as we loaded her, phew relief, my ticker slows down to the
60’s “lItalo picked up the TR cranking handle and smiled” an item of many mostly packed into the
cockpit in bubble wrap, | was over the moon our car had arrived hassle free thanks to Beverly, this
lady is a smooth operator, timing perfect, the costs commensurate, in fact behind the scenes for Bev
and Italo I can believe it to be a hellava mission, customs had lost the import documents a few days
before the ship docked, the valuation by Bill hadn’t been approved, Noel stepped in, thanks Noel, a
book on import hassles could be written I'm sure, Bev and Italo’s wheel power again got the TR
through, originating in the UK our Triumph TR2 dispatched on road container on the 24th March
from Lyme Regis to Bristol Docks, ship to Durban, rail to Johannesburg, a slick neat operation, we
collected our car yesterday morning and it is now in our garage, no not for another 30 years, but let’s
see what happens, I've only got weekends available and weekend nights!

Looking back over the past two months, together Deb and | with the help of Dad practically built up the
car in just under 3 weeks starting 4th March 2009 and boy did we enjoy it, snow, rain to begin with, the
last two weeks we had spring weather and sunshine everyday to complete rolling chassis and body
ready for shipment. Arrival in Bethlehem

Perhaps Bethlehem could become a venue for one of
those roadster outing weekends, the drive around
Golden Gate, via Clarens and Kestel, 4 hours give or
take, even a hill climb to Moteng 2800 mtrs Lesotho
from Bethlehem return in a day about 45 km to
Fouriesburg another 70 km to the top before
returning to base either Bethlehem or Clarens. Now
that’s motivation to get our Triumph going.

At home in our garage in Bethlehem

With that I'll knock off, had snow today here at
Letseng, that’s 172km from our house in Bethlehem,
hey there’s a thought, only 4x4 last 50 odd km,
potholes road very bad.

Cheers
Stuart
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TRIUMPH and MORGAN and their
SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIP.

Before you read this perhaps | should explain for those of you who are not

Stargate fans. The Stargate is a doorway built by the ancient ancients, which connects
fo wormholes in space. Through these one can, in a flash, travel to any planet in any
universe.
Now the bad guys have inside them a worm, a “Goauld” that gives its host superior
powers & almost perpetual life. Hopefully you will now understand why | ask is the
Triumph engine a “Goauld”.

Ed

In the March issue of Sabrina, I reviewed the recent definitive work on Morgan “Morgan 100 years” &
stated that | would hold over more detail until this issue. It was while reading this fascinating book
there was a definite relationship between Morgan & Triumph that was worthy of enlargement. Imagine
my surprise when | received an E-Mail from David Patten who attached an article on the history of
Morgan & some fascinating photographs, This article therefore is a collaborative one resulting from my
additions and comments to David’s.

There can be no discussion about Morgan before one is introduced to its birthplace, Malvern.
The town is actually made up of two; lets say villages, namely Malvern Links & Great Malvern. They
lie along the road from Worcester to Ledbury and gradually ascend the Malvern Hill. This in Welsh
terms is a mountain since in rising steeply to 350m above sea level is well over the standard of 1000ft
set by the Welsh. It is a beautiful agricultural area in fact the annual 3 Counties Agricultural Fair is held
there. It is therefore as far away from the Industrial Midlands as one can get and the last place that you
would expect to find a thriving Internationally renowned motor manufacturer.

HFS Morgan came from a family of Vicars & his father was curate of a Parish close to Malvern. He
was obviously very broad-minded as he encouraged and financed HFS’s endeavors. Educated at
Marlborough & the Crystal Palace Engineering College he joined the Great Western Railway. In 1906
he opened a garage in Malvern Link as an agent for Darracq & Wolsley.

At some stage he decided to design & build a motorbike and in 1908 bought a two-cylinder 7hp
Peugeot engine. It is here that our story really begins because HFS decided to build a 3-wheel cycle car
using the Peugeot engine and so the first Morgan was born 100 years ago. Initially this was not
intended for production; however demand for his car saw the Morgan Motor Company founded in
1910.

Initial finance came from his father who laid down the principle that Morgan abide by even today”
finance everything from your own pocket, never borrow”.

Despite being shown to great acclaim at the 1910 Olympia Motor Cycle Show orders were minimal.
HFS decided that this was due to having only a single seat & no competition references, 1911 saw the
new two seater and the beginning of what was to become a wonderful sporting history. By 1913 the
competition success played a big part in Morgan sales in France,USA ,Russia, India & S America. By
1933 Morgan was still using JAP motorcycle engines and introduced a 4 cylinder Ford to the tourer
range.

In December 1935 Morgan announced their first 4 wheeler and debuted at the 1936 London Motor
Show.

The Morgan 4-4 prototype had been fitted with a Ford 8 engine, however on production they were
powered by the more sprightly Coventry Climax Motors, which, being similar to the motor used in the
Triumph Gloria, were actually produced for Morgan under licence by Triumph. (The first Triumph
Connection).

The Coventry Climax motor had a 1122cc capacity developing 34bhp at 4,500rpm with a 63mm bore
and long 90mm stroke, four inline cylinders and a pushrod and rocker system operating overhead inlet
valves and side exhaust valves. Capacity was later reduced to 1098cc to comply with the 1100cc
ceiling for racing. The motor had a Solex carburettor with a metal cap rather than an air filter, an AC
mechanical fuel pump, and cooling by means of thermo-syphonic action.
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(No thermostat, fan or water pump!!!)

By late 1938 the Triumph Company was having problems and Morgan, concerned that they might
loose their engine supply, negotiated a deal with the Standard Motor Company to produce a suitable
motor. (Standard and Triumph were separate companies until 1945). The product of this deal was the
1267cc Standard Special Motor first introduced in 1939, offered as an option until supply of the
Coventry Climax Motor ran out. Only 1,428 of the 4/4 series cars were built over the period 1936 to
1950 and it is not clear how many of these were fitted with the Standard Special Motor.

In May 1939 Morgan delivered a Triumphant statement. Their 4-wheel car the 4-4 would no longer use
the Coventry Climax engine but was to be powered by a specially produced Standard Motor Company
engine.

xl

Production ceased during WWII and portions of the Morgan factory were leased to The Standard Motor
and Flight Refueling Companies, with at one stage a complete Hanley Page bomber being stored in the
Carpenters’ Shop!!!

The production analysis of the 4-4 and 4/4 series 1 is as follows;

Standard cars 1,307
Rolling Chassis for specials 113

Le Mans and TT Replicas 8
TOTAL 1,428

In 1950 the Plus 4 (standing for extra power) was introduced and the 4/4 was discontinued, only to be
reintroduced four years later. The Plus 4 was initially powered by a Standard VVanguard Motor (derived
from the Ferguson Tractor) followed by the TR2, TR3, TR3A and TR4 Motors with their various
modifications and improvements. The initial Standard Vanguard Motor was 2088cc which was
replaced by the tuned and down sleeved TR2 Motor, reducing capacity for competition purposes to
1991cc. There was an overlap in the fitment of these motors with buyers able to select their choice at a
price.

In 1952, Sir John Black, in his quest to develop a competitive sports car, which ultimately led to the
production of the TR2, as a short cut, actually attempted to purchase the Morgan Motor Company but
fortunately was declined.
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The production figures analysed by engine for all Plus 4 models is as follows;

Vanguard Flat Radiator (1950 — 1953) 656
Vanguard Interim & Cowled Radiator (1953 — 1958) 143
TR2 (1954 to 1956) 344

TR3/3A (1956 — 1964) 1,808

TR4 / 4A (1962 — 1969) 1,582

Plus 4 Lawrencetune (non super sport) 9
PLUS 4 Competition 42
TOTAL 4,584

The Original 4-4 Morgan’s were produced from 1936 to 1939, the post war 4/4’s from 1946 to 1950
and the Plus 4’s from 1950 to 1969, with the last 3 wheeler being made in 1951.

It is remarkable that little is made by Triumph of the glorious competition results of these MORGAN-
TRIUMPHS, surely if we can have McLaren Mercedes we can have MORGAN —-TRIUMPHS.

The competition results are far too many to list here include 1951 &1952 RAC Rally Team Prize1956
RAC Rally 3" 1959 Silverstone 6hr 1%

xl

All with Triumph engines !

The Lawrence Tune +4 Super
Sports were actually commissioned
by Peter Morgan in 1960 and their
results in Europe are legend even
beating the 2 litre Nurburgring lap
record of Porsche and a first in class
at the 62 Le Mans.
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The Lawrencetune +4 Supersports powered by Triumph at Le Mans 1962,

How about the ElI Gran Premio Nacional de Panama which was one by a lone +4 SS from TR4's, E
Types, Porsches & Healey’s.

The TR4 was in the best condition having only broken its exhaust, the TR3 wasn’t in the best of health,
the E type had only 3 tyres & no brakes, the 2" placed Healy had no front suspension & the Morgan
had no rear wheel bearings.

I was in the late 60’s at Varsity in Cornwall and was a regular competitor in my TR3. (Ed) At this time
many of the TR’s had been upgraded to Lawrence Tune spec producing 140BHP. The Morgan’s
despite having the same power were hampered particularly on Hillclimbs by their balky Moss Gearbox.
One of the regular competitors even carrying a 4lb hammer next to him as a gear change assistant
Many looked around for a solution and found it in the Daimler V8 engine and gearbox taken from
scrapped Daimler Conquests and SP250’s.

Now Peter Morgan was also a competitor and could often be seen closely examining these conversions.
This I am sure led him to establishing the Rover connection and using the Rover V8 in the Morgan +8,
which was introduced in mid 1968. However perhaps a bigger spur was the impending end of the road
for the TR engine. He would have liked to continue with Triumph’s new TR5 6 cylinder unit but it
would not fit into a Morgan.

Thus once again Triumph symbiotic relation ship continued to influence Morgan.

This was to be played in reverse with the advent of Triumphs TR7- V8 and finally the TR8 using the
same engine as the Morgan + 8.

Now the story doesn’t end there are more Triumph and Morgan connections hidden away beneath the
surface.

For a start, guess where the TR Register holds their Annual International Weekend, why but at
Malvern’s 3 Counties Showground. This year the date is 24™-26™ of July and Morgan factory is always
open to visitors.

When my twin daughters were in the UK in about 1999 my Boet took them around which caused the
one to remark “ these cars are made of wood” but a stranger connection involves Megan who drives a
1981 TR7 hardtop, her second name is Kira which is also the name of Charles Morgan’s wife.

Now how did David suddenly connect with Morgan ? Simply because

he was recently privileged to drive Mike Jones’s 1952 Morgan Plus 4, and remarked “a truly
remarkable experience which provided a new dimension to my experience of 50’s motoring, previously
limited to that of my TR2. This hand built car with its classic drivers view over the traditionally high
bonnet and mudguards just oozes character and gives a true feel of days gone by, which sparked my
interest to find out more about this Marque.”

Finally the rear cover shows your editor in his first Triumph engined car a Morgan +4. But have you
noticed the colour?

It is the same as Alan Grant’s Protea Triumph, Ecurie Tomahaw Red being a colour concocted by Red
Whitehouse and Pierre du Plessis.

Possibly without Eric’s Morgan Alan’s Protea may not be around today.

Why not?

The Morgan was sold to him by Red Whitehouse to help fund his purchase of the Protea.

So the symbiotic relationship continues.

David Pennant & Eric Fletcher
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The East London GP Circuit

East London is the home of South African Grand Prix racing and it was also the start of motor racing
at various centres in other parts of the country. All this in the 1930’s too.

In 1933 the Daily Dispatch had a motoring editor with a vision. His name was EDWARD
FARMER GARRETT ( Brud ) BISHOP. I understand that he was born in England and had had an
insight into motor racing there and when one Sunday afternoon while taking his girlfriend to Peddie for
a drive and to meet friends for dinner, he decided to take a test run around the new road (Marine
Drive) which had been opened from the village of West Bank, past the Hood Point Lighthouse, along
the beach front, past Leaches Bay and which then linked with the main road from West Bank, via
Woodbrook up the main road past Orange Grove and on to Gulu and thence to Peddie.

Well, Brud had completed 4 laps of the “circuit” and had started on the 5 when his ladylove
said “enough” and demanded to be dropped off. Her friends picked her up and so Brud did another lap.
He had decided that this was the real McCoy when it came to racetracks. A company was started to run
motor races and the Cape Provincial Roads and Administration and the E.L.Municipality and the
Divisional Council all got involved as well as various businessmen. The loop was approximately 16.5
miles or 26km long with the start/finish in the same place as it is at present but travel was in the
opposite direction. The track skimmed the edge of Orange Grove and Woodbrook and passed down
Military Road and through West Bank Village.

The first race took place on 27" December, 1934 and was called “The Border 100” because of
the 100 miles it was to cover, i.e., 6 laps, and was on a staggered start handicap basis, and was won by
Whitney Straight of the U.S.A. The E.L.Municipality had agreed to close the roads for public use for
the race from 1.30pm to 5.00pm! This race later became known as the 1% South African Grand Prix.

The next race, the 2" South African Grand Prix, was held in 1936 with Potters Pass having been
added and shortening the lap to 11.5 miles. The Auto Unions lapped the track in around 6 minutes, and
needed new tyres every 2 laps. This race was won by “Dr Mario” Mazzacuratti in a Bugatti 35B.

The 3¢ S.A.G.P. was held in 1937 and won by Pat Fairfield in an ERA-B. The 4" S.A.G.P. was
held in 1938 and won by East London’s Buller Meyer in a Riley.
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The last race on this big track was in 1939 with Villoresi in a Maserati winning from Cortese and
“Dr Mario” Mazzacuratti, also in Maseratis. Dr Mario still holds the lap record for this circuit.

During the war year’s motor racing died in South Africa, only to restart in East London in 1951 on the
Esplanade. Due to the number of fatalities on that circuit, in 1957 there was a public outcry and the
organizers of motor racing were forced to find another racetrack.

Those far-sighted folks looked at all possible venues and some one had the insight and vision to
recognize that the portion of road, which had been omitted from the last years of the Prince George
Circuit’s use, with a suitable link road, would make a world class Grand Prix race track. A company,
Grand Prix Organisers (Pty) Ltd., was formed and with suitable sponsors, donors, professional people
and help from the Divisional Council and the Municipality, a link road was established between the
Cocobana tea room and the Beacon Hill, giving rise to the Beach Straight, Butts Bend, the Right and
Left Esses, Cox’s Corner, the Sweep and the Back Straight with Beacon Bend bringing the circuit on to
the Main Straight, Potters Pass Curve and Rifle Bend, to Cocobana Corner, the fastest section of any
race track in South Africa, giving a total lap of a little over 2.4 miles or 3.94 kilometres.

The first race took place on 13" July, 1959, on the Queen’s Birthday weekend, with the Border 100
taking place later that year.

The first International race took place on what was to be known as the South African Grand Prix
Circuit on 1% January, 1960 and was a Formula Libre event, though a number of overseas drivers
competed in then current F1 cars. The race was won by Paul Frere of Belgium in a Cooper Climax.
Stirling Moss and Oliver Gendebien also took part as well as numerous South African drivers.

The next “F1” event, also a Formula Libre race, took place at the end of 1960, and was, as was
the previous G.P., not recognized internationally. This was won by Stirling Moss in a Porsche. This
was called the 2" S.A.Grand Prix.

The first internationally recognized Grand Prix was held in 1961 and was won by Jim Clark in a
Lotus-Climax and was a hotly contested race. The 1962 event was won Graham Hill in a BRM and
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Jim Clark won the 1963 event in a Lotus —Climax. There was no S.A. Grand Prix in 1964, for various
reasons.

The 1965 event went to Jim Clark again in his Lotus-Climax and the 1966 race was won by Mike
Spence, also in a Lotus Climax. This was the last South African Grand Prix hosted by East London
due to financial constraints, and pressure from sponsors who felt that they would get better coverage in
Johannesburg, due to population size.

Our city lost a veritable gold mine due it’s sponsors and businesses short sightedness.

This is an over view of the Grand Prix side of the track.

Now we must remember that East London is the home to one of the three oldest still active
motoring/motorsport/motorcycle clubs in the world, namely The East London Motor Cycle and Car
Club, who, between Grand Prix races, became very involved with Grand Prix Organisers in organizing
club races for cars and bikes, and regional and National Championship events. There would be at least
four nationals per annum incorporating regional events on those days and two, possibly three low key
club races in between.

The Springbok Sports Car series also took place annually in our Summer, when the northern
climates had winter and the Europeans wanted sunshine, hence the other name for the series, The
Sunshine Series, which consisted of the 9 hour in Jo’burg, the 3 hour at Maritzburg, 100km sprints at
East London, and a 3 hour at Cape Town.

We also hosted a 500km race in 1969 with Paul Hawkins in a Ferrari P4 winning and David
Piper burning out his P3/4 Ferrari, after Hawkins had collided with him

A first for this circuit was that the very first kart race on a full sized race track took place here in
East London during 1965, for whatever categories of kart were available.

There were some 70 starters and most finished, with the fastest lap time going to Norman Clur on his
250cc Bultaco with a time of 1min 37 sec.

It is the most popular in the country from the point of view that you have to be a big man to take
Potters at full throttle. The East London Grand Prix Circuit is undeniably the fastest race track in the
country, with Potters and Rifle two of the hairiest bends if the car or bike is set up incorrectly, but the
older school of drivers, never mind how mounted, love them.

During the fuel crisis motor racing came to a stop here, as the A.A. would not allow racing on tar
using alcohol. Oval track could continue on that fuel, so for several years the track lay dormant until
the crisis was over. In the mean time the Municipality decided that they were going to create an
Industrial Zone from Cocobana to Leaches Bay Tearoom and the Railways began to lay tracks from
West Bank towards Cocobana Tearoom The next bright idea was to plan a Sewage Farm to be
situated at Cocobana! Well, this would have put paid to any motor racing on that circuit, so a group of
people approached the Municipality for compensation or a suitable piece of land to develop into
another a race track. A piece of land at Berlin was proposed, the site being near the sewage farm and
Grand Prix Organisers donated about 14 drums of Reynolds Road Packer, a material used in road
construction and a Imile track was laid out. I can’t comment on this track as I only saw it twice, and it
was never used competitively.

Anyway, the local control tower had been gutted by these guys, floors, stairs, etc ., all gone, for
materials to use in Berlin. But some one still had vision. Back to Council and permission granted for
use of the G.P.track, once more. After work daily repairing fences, filling in potholes caused by cow
dung, new floors (all donated), homemade ladders, new roof and the E.L.M.C. &C.C. doing the work,
the planning and organizing and we were back in business. In the early ‘80’s, new kids on the block
B.M.C. came along and took over and under the Theron/Luck Administration did well and continues
under B.M.C. control today.

What many people do not know is that East London and its Grand Prix track have produced
numerous South African motorsport champions in a wide variety of motoring categories, from karts, to
Formula Ford, Formula Vee, GTI, sports cars and single seater Formula Atlantic, Formula One and
various motor cycle categories. A Formula One World Campion, Jody Scheckter and twice World
Sports car champion Wayne Taylor also started motor racing in East London. The current lap record of
1min 16.3 seconds is held by lan Scheckter in a March/Mazda Formula Atlantic, set during the Brut
Grand Prix in 1986 (I think or possibly 1988) while the fastest time ever was by Wayne Taylor in a
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Ralt RT 4 at 1min 15.9 seconds during practice for this event. To date neither of these times has been
bettered.

All categories of tar track motor racing, both for cars and bikes, are still catered for today, with the
Wesbank V8s still the most popular with spectators with their thundering engines and smoking tyres
and the other classes having their followers too.

The setting of this circuit is absolutely idyllic, with beautiful sea views from “A” car park and
clear vision over most of the amphitheatre. The track itself is fairly flat, with heights above sea level
varying from 8.5metres MSL at the Sweep to 31metres MSL at Potters Pass Curve.

This is a fairly simplified narration of the history of the East London South African Grand Prix
Track, often mistakenly referred to as the Mercedes-Benz Grand Prix Track and as the Prince George
Circuit — do not believe the rubbish as published on the Internet. | have told this story as | have heard
parts of it, as I have read parts in the 2003/4 edition of “Winning”, as I read in Brud Bishops book “The
South African Grand Prix” which I own but is out on loan and what I read just a short while ago in a
copy of the 1962 S.A.GRAND Prix programme.

There do not seem to be any exact distances quoted “historically”which remain constant and
some of the quoted distances | remember actually reading off of my cars odometer when 1 first got a car
and my brothers were racing bicycles on those circuits.
Clarence Coetzer

TR 7 &TR8 Badges & Decals part 2

We continue the series articles compiled by lan Tinsey of the TR Drivers Club courtesy of the

TR8 registrar Rex Holford & Val McMillan.

Figure 11

We now look at the rear starting with the Speke combined Triumph TR7 which fits on the right hand

side of the boot lid. Use the bottom & outside edge of the boot lid as terms of reference. The top outer

point of the 7 should be 5¢cm in from the outside edge of the boot lid and the top edge of the TR7

should be 7.5cm from the bottom edge of the boot lid. Once in this position fix the decal mount with

squares of masking tape temporarily while you step back and check. Make fine adjustments if

necessary.

Fit lengths of masking tape under and before the inner edge of the mount to maintain its location. You
can now remove the decal mount without losing its

e position on the boot lid.

i

i ] Fit a vertical length of masking tape to the mount
|

top sheet outer edge. This should be at least 1cm on

mm7 S| B i the sheet and the overhang is used to fasten it to the
boot lid.
‘7'5 T It may be that the decal mount length is the exact
otherwise it will hinder the next procedure.
Speke decal, right hand side Fold the backing sheet of the decal mount in just

/ Y __  size to meet the outer edge of the boot lid. If so you
Now fit a vertical length of masking tape along the
before the transfer. Refit the mount to the boot lid in

// / & will need to trim the mount by 1cm along that edge
I,
‘! ) .
! trimmed edge.
the defined position securing the outer edge with the

vertical length of masking tape.
Pivot on the secured edge & pull the backing sheet off to about half way. Use a soft cloth to gently
wipe the sticky top sheet & transfer onto the boot lid. When you reach half way remove the remaining
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backing sheet.

Keep the sticky top sheet high & gently wipe it onto the boot lid. Continue wiping the top sheet until
the transfer is firmly stuck to the boot lid. Now peel off the sticky top sheet wiping on top of the sheet

just before it leaves the transfer. Remove all alignment tape.
Figurel?

The Canley and Solihull boot lid decals are made up of two items, on the right TR7, and on the left
TRIUMPH. We will start with the TR7, This is mounted in exactly the same manner as in figure 11

but note that

The top corner of the 7 is now 3.5cm in from the outer edge of the
boot lid and the top of the numbers now 8.5cm in.

Figure 13

Now for the left hand TRIUMPH decal which is aligned and
affixed by exactly the same procedure as in figure 11. However
take note that the top left hand corner of T is 3.5cm in from the
boot lid edge and the top of the letters is 7cm above the bottom
edge of the boot lid.

Thus TR7’s whose TRIUMPH letters align with the top edge of
TR7 are indeed incorrect.

Those of who have fitted Rimmer type boot spoilers will need to
add 2cm to the outer edge measurements thereby moving the decal
inwards away from the spoiler edge.

35 cm‘

-

T “TRIUMPH

TN

g

TR7 | T

GUUNN

Canley and Solihull decal,
right hand side

Canley and Solihull decal, re 14 )
left hand side ly let us sort out the badges fitted to the rear ends of the
- ant wings

The Speke cars have the small square British Leyland badge.
The Canley cars have nothing.
The Solihull cars have a metal 2.0 LITRE badge.
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TR7 Wing Badge Location

3o 3.5¢em

O TP RE | 1

acm

i -

Left hand wing shown

All measurements are from the door side edge of the wing & from the sill trim up.

For the Leyland badge the right top corner is 8cm up & it’s right hand edge is 4.5cm in. Use masking
tape to make up an inverted L which when fixed to the car allows you to check the position. It may be
useful to then using a non-permanent marker to outline a square into which you will place the badge.
Remove the backing tape from the badge and firmly press it into position.

Since the 2.0 LITRE badge seems to be located in slightly different positions it is given maximum &
minimum measurements.

Thus from the outer edge 3-3.5cm and from the sill 26-27cm. Alignment and fixing is as for the
Leyland badge. It may be useful before fixing firmly in position to check whether it is level using a
spirit level

THE HISTORY OF TRIUMPH -var:

by Bill Rothermel

The real change at Standard-Triumph came with the announcement of the TR2 first displayed at the
Geneva Auto Show in March 1953. In racing trim, the car topped 124 mph, providing at last, a
formidable contender to MG in the North American market. Unlike previous offerings, the car was
competitively priced; made possible through the use of parts and components readily available in the
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firm’s other offerings. And . . . it was fun to drive! The TR2 engine produced a respectable 90hp and a
0-60 time of just under 12 seconds all wrapped in swoopy bodywork evocative of the more expensive
Jaguars of the era. More than 8,600 were sold throughout the production run.

The TR3 was released in 1955, largely in response to the new MGA. Power was increased to 95hp;
outside door handles were added; and in 1956, the TR3 became the first mass-produced roadster to
feature front disc brakes as standard equipment. The TR3A evolved in 1957 with more creature
comforts, 100hp, and the now-familiar signature chrome “wide tooth” grille. 1961 brought about the
TR3B offering Triumph’s first synchromesh 4-speed manual transmission. In all, 58,236 TR3’s were
produced; the TR3A being the most popular in the series produced from 1955-1962.

Next came the introduction of the TR4 in September 1961. The chassis was a modified version of its
predecessor with coil springs and wishbones in front and semi-elliptic springs in the rear, yet the new
body was styled by famed Italian designer Giovanni Michelotti. The car offered more driver and
passenger interior room, a fully-synchronized 4-speed manual gearbox, and rack and pinion steering.
This was Triumph’s first use of roll-up windows in lieu of side curtains. A further iteration, the TR4A
appeared early in 1965 with independent rear suspension (identified by an “IRS” script on the boot).
Numerous detail changes on the car accompanied the upgraded suspension. Over 40,000 TR4’s were
produced through 1967.

To compete with the Austin-Healey Sprite and the MG Midget, Triumph released the Spitfire Mark | in
1962. The basic running gear and all-independent suspension with rear swing axles came from
Triumph’s small Herald family sedan.

Also designed by Michelotti, the car was an immediate success offering front disc brakes and better
performance than its competitors. The entire hood hinged at the front making routine maintenance an
easy task. Three years later it evolved into the Mark Il with more power and better interior
accommodations. Mark 111 and Mark 1V versions arrived in subsequent years; with the final version,
the 1500, introduced in late-1973. Remarkably, 314,000 were manufactured during a lengthy 18-year
production run.

In 1968 Triumph replaced the 2.1 litre four-cylinder engine in its line-up with a 2.5 litre straight six. In
Europe the car was known, logically, as the TR5, while it was dubbed the TR250 in the United States.
The name was thought to be more in keeping with the names of the muscle car-era then the fancy of
U.S. marketers. It brought about a distinctive hood bulge to accommodate the bigger motor and racing
stripes over the hood. Little else was changed over the TR4A that preceded it, relegating it to somewhat
holdover status until the introduction of the new TR6 in the final quarter of 1968.

Many critics feel that Triumph saved the best for last with the TR6. Actually a facelift of the TR5/250,
it was styled by Karmann of Osnabruk, the German coachbuilder. An excellent road car, it was
powered by a torquey 2.5 litre in-line six producing 104-106 hp. Originally the base price was $3,275
which crept up to $6,050 toward the end of the model’s life. More than 90,000 were built during a
production run that lasted from 1969 through 1976. Perhaps its most distinctive features are the wheel
arches filled with fat redline radial tires and distinctive Union Jacks emblazoned on the rear quarter
panels.

Perhaps the biggest change for Triumph was taking place behind the scenes. Triumph had been under
the control of the British Leyland umbrella since the early sixties, all of the holdings of which were
absorbed into one large conglomerate in 1968 (including Triumph, MG, Jaguar, Rover, Land Rover,
Austin-Healey, Morris and Austin). By the mid-70's, however, BL was in dire financial straits suffering
from a lack of cash, mismanagement at all levels, and poor quality control in all its factories.

Introduced in 1970, the Stag was Triumph’s entry into the burgeoning high-end GT market. It offered
2+2 seating, a powerful V-8, and more luxurious appointments over the TR6. Rushed to the
marketplace, the car suffered from poor quality control and reliability problems reflective of the parent
company. The Stag lasted until 1977 with just 26,000 having been produced.

Like all manufacturers, Triumph had to deal with the barrage of U.S. emission and safety requirements,
and as such, set about designing a dramatic new car to meet the ever-increasing requirements in what
had become its most important market. 1975 saw the introduction of the TR7, the first all-new car
under the direction of British Leyland.
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Production overlapped the TR6 for nearly a year. Not only was the car a total break from tradition with
its rather stubby, wedge styling, but it was offered in just one body style, a hardtop coupe. A roadster
was not even offered until four years after the introduction of the first TR7, perhaps more than a bit late
considering the company’s heritage of building sporting roadsters. Fitted with a 2 litre, four-cylinder
engine offering just 90hp, the car was underpowered, yet comfortable and an excellent handler. Plagued
by reliability and quality control problems, the reputation of the once-great marque suffered.

Leyland conceived the TR8 as the car to win back its sports car credibility. By dropping a small-block
Rover V-8 in the TR7, the car offered 0-60mph in just 8.4 seconds with a top speed of 120mph. In
1978 and 1979, just coupes were produced, with a roadster joining the lineup in 1980. Only 2,825 were
produced with the majority going to the U.S. market. Had the car been introduced a few years earlier,
things might have been different.

The company vanished from the landscape in 1981. Faulty management and poor marketing and
business decisions caused the final blow for beloved Triumph. Yet today, the name still rings magic
among enthusiasts and collectors alike.

Quite a fitting “triumph for a once proud company.

Verneukpan SpeedWeek Events Management cc

711 Chamberlain Street, Riviera, Pretoria, 0084
Phone: 082 668-2811

—= ¢PEED WEEK ™ = Fax: 012 460-0000

E-mail: info@speedweeksa.com

Registration Number: 2009/075116/23

. INVITATION TO THE TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB AND MEMBERS.

The Triumph Sports Car Club and its members are hereby invited to the 1% annual Verneukpan
SpeedWeek taking place from 24 to 27 September 2009.

In 1929 Sir Malcolm Campbell set a world land speed record with his Bluebird at
Verneukpan, who described it as the best race track in the world.

Now, 80 years later, we are commemorating this historical event by hosting the
1stannual Verneukpan Speedweek event on the original Campbell track.

The 70 km (over 600km?2) long clay pan is situated between Kenhardt, Van
Wyksvlei and Brandlvei in Bushmanland in the Northern Cape. Verneukpan is
approximately 920 km from Johannesburg and approximately 680 km from Cape
Town. It has a 5 cm elevation over a 50 km distance.

Unlike the Utah Salt Flats, where the Bonneville SpeedWeek is held, with its

course salt surface, Verneukpan has a smooth, hard clay surface that will not
corrode or damage your vehicle.

XXXIX


mailto:info@speedweeksa.com

A 7 km strip of the Campbell track will be utilised for timed top-end runs, with the

emphasis on historic, classic and super cars.

Verneukpan is furthermore one of the prime stargazing sites in the world and an

astronomer  will

lectures every night for the
duration of the event.

Participants and spectators
alike are welcome :
experience the adventure of

Verneukpan SpeedWeek.

Tented
accommodation
and ablution

facilities will be
available, together
with sit-down

breakfast and |

supper, snacks
and  beverages.
Participants  and
spectators are,
however, more
than welcome to

provide own §
camping
accommodation

(i.e. tents,
caravans and

motor homes), food and beverages.

Dedicated camping sites will be allocated to each club if so required.

Fire and emergency medical services (i.e. fire trucks, trauma care and
evacuation helicopter) will be stationed at Verneukpan for the duration of the

event.

The Verneukpan SpeedWeek website will be on-line from 20 May 2009. For

more information, visit www.speedweeksa.com.

Start date for registration
on the website will be 10
June 2009, with
guaranteed entry for the 1%
500 registrations.
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Looking forward to share the Verneukpan SpeedWeek experience with you.

Kind regards,

JAN ELS
Member: Verneukpan SpeedWeek Events Management

FAREWELLS

Passing of a Comrade: RIP Chris Schultz - by Dennis Cook

We mourn passing of a dedicated classic car enthusiast and Triumph Sports car lover in our comrade
Chris who passed away peacefully on 27 February.

| am not the best choice to write an obituary for their Chris because | have spent too much time away
from Cape Town, but I believe that his passing should not be without mention of the contribution that
this remarkable man made to the Triumph sports car club during his long life time. You can read for
yourself some of his history on our web site by clicking on the tab “Club History.”

| first got to know Chris in 1971 or 1972; not long after I had purchased my TR3A, which I still own.
Although I drove the car home from Durbanville it was a total disaster and it was with relief that |
found a number of equally crazy guys, lead at that time by Mike Allan, who owned or were in the
process of restoring side screen TR’s. Amongst these enthusiasts was a mild mannered slightly older
guy who I came to know had a tremendous amount of knowledge which he was perfectly willing to
share if asked.

While scouring the spares shops, breakers yards (yes guys, you could even find TR bits at places like
Barnett’s in those days) Chris offered to help me with some bits and pieces. During a visit to his garage
to purchase some sorely needed items, | was impressed by the orderly way in which everything had
been stored and catalogued.

In his potted Club history on the website, Chris makes mention of the fact that he often assisted guys
in finding spare parts at Robb’s motors, the agents at the time, whom, I can tell you, let the guys with
old cars know that they were a pain in the butt and were not very helpful.

What is not mentioned in the club history is the fact that when British Leyland closed down the plant at
Blackheath, Chris was able to make contact with a senior manager of the parts division who agreed to
give the Triumph Sports car club any spares that they could identify from the parts bins; free of charge.
Chris himself collected a couple of loads of invaluable parts for the Club and also helped clubs such as
the Jaguar and MG to obtain loads of spares in the same manner.

The Cape Town TSCC had so many spare parts, used as well as those from Blackheath, that we had to
rent a double garage in Claremont to store them. Since | was in charge of club spares during 1973-74,
Chris passed me a stack of microfiche from BL, and the name of his contact at Blackheath, and left me
to work my way through the microfiche together with the TR2/3 parts manual to identify any spares
that he may have left behind. Over a period of a couple of months I collected several boot loads in my
Cortina for the club spares- including new TR6- Triumph chicane crankshafts, and many other parts,
particularly valuable new Spitfire parts. Thanks to Chris’ initiative there are many members of the club
today who benefited from these spare parts, but few know to whom the credit should have gone. I recall
many names of guys still with the PE club and KZN who motored up just to get at these parts.
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It is just like Chris to plan methodically; in the latter part of last year, when it was apparent that his
health was failing, he accumulated his copies — every single copy of Sabrina since the club’s inception
— and handed these over to the club. He would have known that someone not as dedicated to the Club,
might not have realized their worth as a historical record after his passing. We now have this wonderful
history to preserve for posterity.

Chris and Marion in his beloved TR4A on the British Sports Car Tour 2004

Chris rebuilt a number of sports cars during his later years, and at his ripe old age was still enjoying his
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beautlfully restored TR4, and regularly using his TR7. | am sorry that the TR4 has been lost from Cape
Town, but really pleased that the TR7 will still be around in Ronan’s care.

There are many younger members of the club who might have wondered why Chris Schultz was an
honorary member of the club and why we paid his subscription to Sabrina every year. It is because of
his remarkable contribution that he was honoured and we will remember him not just for this, but for
his kind and un- self-seeking nature. We have lost a gentleman from our midst- and a true Triumph
Sports car enthusiast.

Rest in peace dear Chris, we will long remember you.

| have managed to get some thing sensible from the Australian book mentioned in from the
bookshelfEd

Triumph Sidescreen TRs
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Graeme White
In 1953, Standard-Triumph released a brand new two seater roadster which they named the Triumph TR2.

Ina market segment already dominated by British cars, this newcomer soon established itself amongst other
distinguished marques such as MG, Morgan, Jaguar and Austin-Healey in what is considered the golden age of
British sportscars.

With a genuine top speed of over 100 miles per hour, the TRs
1991cc engine mated to a four speed transmission with optional
overdrive proved to be strong and reliable winning not only races but
an enthusiastic following that kept the TR range in production right
upto 1981.

This book focuses on the motoring history of the Sidescreen
TR from 1952 to 1962 in Australia. From when Sir John Black
conceived the first model and brought it to market through a
company more famous at that time for building the Ferguson light
weight tractor, to the end of an era, this book will no doubt please any
+ sportscar enthusiast.

184 pages All colour Hard Cover

ISBN 187695345 4
Part Number: 53454
$69.95 Inc gst

Graemd White

WANTED

ARTICLES FOR INCLUSION IN SABRINA.
REBUILD STORIES WITH PHOTOGRAPHS

HOW ABOUT A DESCRIPTION, WITH PHOTOGRAPHS, OF YOUR
FAVOURITE ROAD ?

WHY NOT A DESCRIPTION OF YOUR CAR WITH
PHOTOGRAPHS?
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Alternative Regional Contacts

Border Nan Turner 043 748 3036 or 083 3251768
nanturner@webmail.co.za

KZN Philip de Kock 031 266 8873 or 082 777 0001

Johannesburg Rhys Collins 011 686 5515 or 011 686 5515 (fax)
Rcolli27@csc.com

Port Elizabeth Bob Pretorius 041 585 8752 or 041 585 8752 (fax)
bob.pretorius@gmail.com

Pretoria Engela van Vuuren 012 664 2623 or 084 603 6819

The opinions expressed are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the views of the
Editor or the committee of the
Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa nor do they necessarily reflect club policy
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