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Editorial

So here we are in 2009, hopefully you all had a good festive season and said goodbye to 2009 in the
correct manner.

Of course this is the season of Resolutions so please let me suggest two
to you.

1. Let me have your articles for Sabrina.

2. Let me have more technical articles for Sabrina.
You will read further on that the letter section is staring to work and also
very important contacts have been renewed with both the TR Drivers Club

& the TR Register. ] —
I will now be submitting regular reports for their magazines & we ~oronr--o have
an agreement to reciprocate in publishing one another’s articles. “”" ;

There is a proviso to this in that we must quote the author & source.
Now this is a standard Academic procedure and dictates against
plagiarism. In this age of litigation that is the last thing we want to be
accused of.

However how about some local technical articles?

Please therefore in submitting your article for inclusion in Sabrina give acknowledgements where
applicable.

I am pleased that the LHD fiasco has been cleared up and you will find the AA’s letter included here.
There are some auspicious events in 2009; the Morgan fraternity will be making a deserved fuss of
Morgan’s 100year birthday.

But how many of you realise that 2009 is the 50" anniversary of the Herald & the 40" of the TR6?
Happy Birthday.

Even the TR7 is not left out since the FIVA General Assembly in Brussels has agreed on a definition of
a “historic ““ vehicle.

This states: -

“A mechanically propelled road vehicle which is at least 30 years old, which is preserved and
maintained in an historically correct condition; which is not used as a means of daily transport;
and which is therefore part of our technical and cultural heritage”.

This definition only takes effect in 2010 & so even my TR8 will become historic!

A big thank you for the photographs that are now being sent to me please keep it up.

Editor
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Chairman’s Chat

With the 2008 national gathering now an event in
the past and history, it is time to start looking
forward to the next one in Drakensberg in only 12
months from now. This brings me to my
discussion topic for this quarter: namely the
concours competition. Lots and lots have already
being written on this and | am almost sure that if
you look through the newsletters and Sabrina’s,
you will find comments and letters, in each on concours, some good, some bad,

some controversial, some for it, and against, etc. etc.

Currently as you know, in our club, there are the two categories of concours, D’état and D’elegance
with the first being judged on originality and the second mostly on condition. Now | want to take a
step back and ask the question: Why are we Triumph enthusiasts? My view: to preserve the Triumph
marque by keeping our cars in a good running condition, rebuilding cars that may have been doomed
for a rusty graveyard and get them on the road again, to enjoy our cars and use it as often as possible.
Now this is where the trick comes in, how do you keep your car in concours condition and at the same
time still use it?

From what | have seen of the Triumphs at Maselspoort, most were in superb condition, but the owners
use the cars frequently and are not as serious about the fact that there might be little marks on the
bonnet or door of the car. After all, you cannot compare a car that has just been rebuilt with a car that
was rebuilt a couple of years ago and have been in frequent use from then on. | know of members that
only enter a car just after it has been rebuilt and then never again. The reason | have a Triumph sports
car is to enjoy it whenever | have the opportunity. ~ We don’t want to penalise people for using their
cars; on the contrary, we are encouraging our members to use their cars!

| have also had discussions about this with many Triumph club members from all over the country as
well as other car clubs members. Jamie Hart read in an overseas magazine about a relatively new
concept in car beauty competitions if you can call it that. They call it “Pride of Ownership”. The
objective behind this is an attempt to attract good USED cars in to the display. Judging is fairly simple
with marks being awarded for external cleanliness, points of interest and presentation.

Proven annual mileage is also taken into account with a fairly simple formula applied to the cars final
marks. They have only run the P of O for a couple of years and are still making small adjustments to its
format.
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From feedback they have received it is very popular, and expects it to grow over the next few events.
Jamie contacted the TR Register who initiated this and got quite a lot of information from them on this.
The following rules apply to this class and | quote: “This event is open to cars that are used on a
regular basis that are clean and well looked after, freshly rebuilt / low annual mileage cars will be
encouraged to enter the Concours Class. It is in your interest to supply proof of use
(Test certificates) as a mileage factor will be used to calculate the final score. Please display a potted
history with photographs of your car and think about presentation of equipment and accessories. Cars
must be driven to the event.”

The judges rules are as follows and again I quote: “Cars will be split into 4 classes, 2 to 3A, 4 to 5, 6,
7&48. Judging will be fairly informal you will be looking for

Presentation

Points to look for, photographs of the cars life the longer the better, not just

rebuilds but picks of events etc.

Quality of potted history write up.

Documentation, history folder.

Tidiness and layout of display material.

Layout of tools and interior equipment hats gloves maps period accessories etc.

Pride shown by the owner

Judges Should talk to the owners for a couple of minutes

We are looking for an owner who needs to be stopped expressing the finer

points of his/her car. Owner not present - zero

General cleanlinessThe cleaner the better NOT CONDITION, try to avoid
marking cars on condition.

Points of interest

Original features, and or equipment that have been retained, special
modifications for comfort, speed, handling.

An original looking car should carry as much weight as a modified car.

As you can see, an added bonus, usage of the car must be proven by taking and showing photos of your
pride and joy at events such as car shows, breakfast runs, club events, etc. The Johannesburg and Cape
Town centres have already run this competition with very positive results. Only issue that still needs to
be resolved is that of a handicap system and how the points would work, because it has a multiplier in
it.

Now that I have thrown the cat amongst the pigeons about this issue, let’s have your view on it and
let’s use and enjoy our cars!!

Triumphant Regards,

Gerhard Vorster
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2009
Subscriptions

Please ensure that the Treasurer (Judy Harris) has received all 2009 subs

National Gathering - 2010

The details of the National Gathering 2010 are coming together very nicely. The accommodation at
Drakensville Resort in the Northern Drakensburg has been secured and your quick response in sending
us the registration and bookings forms will make the bookings irrevocable. We must send the deposits
to Drakensville as soon as possible, and the balance of the full price by the end of November. Although
we think we have more than enough accommodation available, it is best to book early so we can get
you into the accommodation of your choice. Please do not delay in this. It makes our planning easier.
As stated, you’ll find Drakensville resort in the northern Drakensburg nearby Bergville and Winterton.
It is the housing village built for the workers when they built the Sterkfontein dam and Hydropower
station. Since then they have up-graded all accommodation significantly and it is now extremely
comfortable and well appointed. All the usual facilities are available, and for the energetic, an indoor
heated swimming pool can keep you fit and healthy in the cold months. The dates will be Friday 23"
April to Tuesday 27" April, so it may be a bit chilly — especially high up in the ‘berg.




This preliminary calendar of events is as follows: -

Friday 23" April — Travel to Drakensville, arrival in the afternoon & registration.
Evening — Welcoming braai
Saturday 24" April - Registration, selling of regalia, preparing of cars for show day.
Afternoon — visit to Sterkfontein Power Station (a must — this will blow your
mind)
Sunday 25" April - TSCC SA Show day and Concours
Afternoon — Triumph Driving Test
Monday 26™ April - Triumph Tour de Drakensburg
Evening — Triumph Dinner/dance and Prize-giving
Tuesday 27" April - Departure for home.
Members will have the free time on Saturday and Sunday evenings to mingle and braai at their chalets
and spin a few yarns with friends. We are toiling with the idea of having a social evening either on
Saturday or Sunday evening after supper. This may take the form of an inter-centre quiz and a concert
staged by your very able Triumph members. More of that later.
Accommodation —
As indicated on the enclosed bookings form, there are basically three types of accommodation —

1. Bachelor units, either with a double bed in it or with two single beds. They all have a self-
catering kitchenette and a bathroom with shower only and toilet.

2. 6-Bed units, with a double bed in one room, two single beds each in two separate bedrooms.
Only one bathroom though. It has a full kitchen, dining and lounge so is very spacious and the
bedrooms are big too.

3. 8-bed units, with one double bed in a room and two single beds in each of three other bedrooms.
It also has a full kitchen, dining room and lounge.

So there you have it — the bones of what will be ANOTHER great National Gathering. We hope to see
you ALL — please book early!

This report can be seen on the Triumph website — triumphclubsa.com — and the bookings form can be
downloaded, filled in and sent to Chris Gibbons electronically. Your payment can then be made
electronically but please remember to put in your name clearly as a reference to the payment. Nou dis
sommer slim!!

See you ALL there — Johannesburg Centre Committee.



Registrars Report

The new South African Triumph ‘Cinderella register’ is
VS finally available. In case of confusion, I am referring to
the Triumph Herald report!

However, it is surprising to find that | could manage to

find 30 cars only.

In view of the fact that Triumph Heralds were built by
Motor Assemblies in both 948cc and 1200 guise over a
number of years and in substantial numbers, | expected
many more to come to the surface, or for their owners or
Triumph enthusiasts to find them and to supply their
details to the register. Not so. Like the Triumph 2000 and 1500 FWD saloons of South Africa, the
majority, or their details at least, appear to have vanished.

About 57 percent of the Heralds were found in Pretoria or were related to the Pretoria centre
albeit in surrounding country towns. Before you conclude that the ‘Boere’ have an affinity for
Heralds, think again. Having been involved with the Pretoria centre since its inception in 1981
and having kept all the details of members and their Triumphs as archivist, | was able to record
the details of virtually all Heralds that came our way during the past twenty-seven years.

The remaining 13 Heralds were found in Cape Town, Kwazulu-Natal and Johannesburg centres.

Imagine how many more Herald details could be discovered if club members in the other
centres would be prepared to delve into their past membership forms and uncover the details.

Can | request current chairmen or membership secretaries of other centres to try and help me in
this respect? Surely there must have been past members in Port Elizabeth, East London and
Bloemfontein too, who owned Heralds or who knew someone who owned one.

Graham Cheetham’s first South African Triumph register listed well over 40 Heralds but details
were confined to commission number, engine number, local number and last known owner
only. Out of a total of 30, only 16 of the cars in the current register can also be found in the old
register. This means that 14 (nearly 47 percent) were discovered since the inception of the new
register eight years ago. The majority of these are South African built Herald 1200 saloons,
which must easily be the mainstay of all locally assembled Heralds. Where are the rest of them?
The fact that one third of the Heralds recorded are imports (all convertibles and 13/60 models)
leaves us with only 20 locally built Heralds in the current register. What happened to the vast
majority of our Cinderella Triumphs?

Nols Pienaar
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Comm Local
No No
SALOONS
THS 108
(23349 THS 628
COUPE & CONVERTIBLE
import
Y3785 THC 409
Y3826 THC666
Y6777 THC1315
Y6842 THC1428
THC1460
Y11930 THC1800
Y12166 THC2634
Y1269 THC2367
1200 SALOONS
GA1397
GA36498 HS2005
GA41216 HS2103
GA41527
GA43756
GA45338 HS2176
GA104939 HS2638
4GB18591 HS2801
4GB16186
4GB18639
GB55044
1200 CONVERTIBLE
GB50537CV Import
GB52533CV Import
GB54276CV Import
GA125206LCV Import
13/60 SALOON &
GE966)CV Import
GE20222DL Import
GE24990CV Import
GE49339CV Import

Engine
No

G7277THE
G20772HE

Y 5057HE
G10557HE
Y4899HE
Y7953HE
Y6848HE
Y9618He
Y15237HE

GA65368HE

FD42688HE
GA51501HE
GA37237HE
GA41910HE
GAT74742HE
GA42326HE

GA101480HE
GD30333HE
GD102638HE
FC7124HE
GA191114HE

FC1294HE
GD95588HE
GD64790HE

GA123112HE

CONVERTIBLE

GE9860E
GE1166E
GE27343HE
GES54682HE

Colour

Green
Red

Red
Red
Blue
White
Blue
White
Red
Red
Red

Green
Yellow
Blue
White

Black
Green
Brown
Green
Green
Burgundy

Grey
White
Cream

Red

Yellow
White
Maroon

Last Known

Owner

Lvd Merwe
M young

D Swanepoel
G Malherbe
C Schultz

FJ Kruger

F M Hirst
JLC Rabier

JJ Venter

JA Meintjes
M Drummond

CR de Wet
G Malherbe
HB Weakley
D Beard

A Carlisle
HB Weakley
CJ Daleman
C Logan

CJ Daleman
BV d Klerk
JS Easom

D Gordon
S Juncker
DL Gwatkin
CJ Daleman

M Claasen
L vd Merwe
M Hillier
RN Gibson



Date

2002
1960

1997

1999
2000
1975
2002
1987
1997

1995
1987
1964
1992
1994
1999
1996
1989
1990
1966
2004

1996
1966
1990
1973

2004

2000
1988

Previous
Owner

R Pijper
n/a

JHG Richter

R Venter
D Kruger
Smith

M Coetzee

MM vd Walt
IMC Coetzee

B Debenham

L vd Merwe
M Bird

P Laing

S Fourie

P Norman

J Parker

T Ahlers
Van Rooyen

F v Teijlingen

R S Jones
JH Beers

Comment

Earliest SA
from new

Convertible
Coupe
Coupe
Coupe

Convertible
Coupe
Coupe
Coupe

Spit Mk3 Eng

Spit Mk2 Engi
Twin SU's

Spit Mk 1 Eng

LHD

Convertible

Saloon
Convertible
Convertible

Centre

KZN
CT

PTA
PTA
CT
NC
JHB
NC
PTA
PTA

PTA
PTA
KZN
JHB
PTA
KZN
PTA
PTA
PTA
PTA
NC

CT
PTA
PTA
PTA

PTA
KZN
CT
PTA

Where

Durban
Sea Point

Pretoria
Pretoria
Cape Town
Pretoria
Joburg
Cape Town
Pretoria
Pretoria

Ifafa
Pretoria
Durban
Joburg

Middelburg
Durban
Henley

Nelspruit
Henley
Pretoria
Rivonia

Cape Town
Pretoria
Pretoria
Henley

Pretoria
Durban
Cape Town
Slurry
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Regional Reports

B&)emfmtgin

Well the time has arrived again for that last minute dash to
get our report in before the deadline! I don’t have much
news this time, because not much has happened. We still
have to get our cars & owners out to be photographed for
Sabrina. We are having our run to the Clocolan Show on
the 7" March, so that will be a good opportunity for the

photos.

Sad news from our side is that Eleanor Fourie, a member
for many years, has accepted an appointment in Gauteng,
and has left our fair city. She will be contacting either the
Johannesburg or Pretoria clubs when she has settled in.

Grab her guys!!

Short & sweet? Come Sabrinal

God Bless
Alan Dickens

‘Border

We have had our AGM so let me start by introducing the new committee
to you :-

Chairman: Geoff Kriel
Vice: Hans van Eck
Secretary: Nan Turner
Treasurer: John Williams
Scribe: Louis Greef
Events:Gavin Turner

The time has come for me to give something back to this establishment,
which has been so generous to me over the last six years. This should not
be to difficult with such an experienced committee in full support. Hard
to believe that I have been the proud owner of “Paula”(my TR6) for six

years, that is when | joined the TSCC, which has brought me much joy and satisfaction. What a love

affair this has been.
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I would also like to extend my gratitude to the Johannesburg and Pretoria centres for making me feel so
welcome on their recent outing to the Kromdraai gold mine. I honestly felt part of your clubs and had
the opportunity to renew some wonderful friendships born at the Maselspoort nationals. Unfortunately
being on your most enjoyable run meant that | was missing my local club outing back in East London
which was a combined effort with the local MG club to brunch at the Kei Mouth golf club some
seventy odd kms up the wild coast from home. There were 18 cars on the run of which 7 were
Triumphs. According to report back all had a great time.

There are some important Triumph car developments taking place in our club. I am of the opinion that
Triumph cars is what our club is really about so | am going to place emphasis on the subject in this
issue.

Stuart Turner is building a magnificent TR6. This car is being revived from a complete strip down and
rebuilt from chassis up. Bodywork finished in a beautiful light blue metallic paint with black interior
and superlite mag wheels. Stuart with much help from dad Gavin has put a lot of effort into this project.
Believe me it is stunning. Watch this car.

Les Cock as many of you will know is the proud owner of a gold medal TR7 but fewer will be aware
that he has two other Triumph projects in the pipeline. He has got a TR2 in progress, which | believe he
wants to restart for the sake of a better chassis and also has a Triumph Stag, which he is going to
rebuild. Looks like Les is going to be a busy little bee especially that he is also a very active member of
the Locomotive club. Good luck Les; if they turn out anything like your TR7 they will be winners.
Then we have a Triumph Vitesse in Leon van Eck’s garage waiting for a rebuild to begin. When this
starts | have no doubt that dad Hans will be roped in to many hours of help. We watch this rebuild with
much interest, as we do not have a Vitesse on our local register.

Hans van Eck has a Triumph Herald awaiting some TLC but more importantly aTR3, which originates
from his early motoring years as his every day car. Disturbing though we do not know when these
projects will get attention as Hans has many other “irons in the fire” but we wait with bated breath.

The largest single collection on our register belongs to Louis Greef, eight in all. Waiting in the wings
for restoration is TR2,TR3,Spitfire mk1, and a Spitfire mk3. Plenty of long hours ahead for Louis. Also
in the stable Louis has an Opel GT.

Yours truly is in the process of a GT6 mk2 rebuild. The car has been entirely stripped down in
preparation for a chassis up rebuild. The chassis has been blasted, sigma primed and 2K sprayed in
classic black. Front suspension has been rebuilt with poly bushes and Spax ride and height adjustable
shocks. Rear is 70% complete also with poly bushes and new doughnuts. Body waiting to go to body
shop
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With 10 Triumphs up for restoration our club is in for some exciting times. Another of our members
Ted Burden owns a beautiful Morris Cooper S and the only two GTM’s in the country. The GTM is a
glass kit using a Mini front sub frame up front and rear making this a two seater rear engine outfit.
Truly amazing looks (nearly as good looking as aTR6). The UK road report rates the GTM as a
130mph performer. Ted time you invested in a real classic.

Here is a schedule of events in the pipeline. Please if any Triumphster is ever on visit to our lovely part
of S Africa make the effort to contact us. You will be most welcome to socialise with us.

29 March Safari Run — Braai at Queens Park Zoo

April *Triumph / MG 2 hour endurance race

1-4 May Plettenberg Bay run with PE centre (rally and fishing comp)
21 June Driving test at Grand Prix track

19 July Annual Brunch run

30 August Mystery run - Rendezvous point to be advised

* Don’t get too excited this is slot car racing, still exciting but not the real thing.
Good times ahead especially with nationals in mind.
Greetings and best wishes from East London.

Geoff Kriel

Cape Town

A very happy & Triumphant year to you all but sadly
have to report that Chris Schultz died on Friday 27"
February after a valiant struggle , he will be greatly
missed by us all.

The British Sports Car Tour was run in November ion
the Swartland. 56 cars drove the 75kms through
Malmesbury and Bothamanskloof to end the
picturesque village of Riebeck Kasteel.

The triumph contingent included Ronan”one day”
Sanderson in the ex Chris Schultz Herald Coupe, and
was accompanied by strong Healey & MG marques.
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The AGM on 19" Novembe réét]ited in the following being elected:-

Chairman Jamie Hart

Editor Eileen Cruise

Treasurer Tim Cruise

Webmaster Ronan Sanderson

Multi Motor Club Ronan Anderson & Neil Draycott
Spares Alan Sheard

Clubhouse Theo Brand

Regalia Gideon Snyman

Sabrina Scribe Margaret Young

Additional Committee Tom & Anne Dougan.

This was followed on the 29" with Christmas Spitbraai at our clubhouse and attended by about 37
members with Theo Brand acting as father Christmas handing out the His & Hers presents.
A month later we welcomed in the New Year with another clubhouse braai.

The annual Timour E. l / Hall Car Show was on the 25"
of January with a :“* w/ good representative Triumph

turnout. We even received enquiries from 5
potential new members. Such was the
attendance of all Marques that space is now at a
premium & needs to be looked at for future
events.
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The Committees New Years Resolution list includes more garage noggins where everyone helps to get
all cars in tiptop shape. A progressive dinner is also looked forward to. The discount system for annual
subs to be paid before 31% January seems to be producing good results.

Geoff Davis reports that the following are for sale at Motorstars in Strand Street: -

TR4A R145, 000
TR6 PI R135, 000
TR3A R145, 000

TR3A Red, Wires & overdrive R195, 000

this one say Geoff is at least Concours Silver.

February 18" sees another braai for our noggin and on the 27" we have a run to Speedway in Hope
Street that used to be the German Club.

On the 18™ of March Viglietti Motors are hosting us to an evening of snacks and wines at their
Maserati & Ferrari Showroom in Roeland Street,this starts at 1830hrs.

SNIPPETS.

Ronan Sanderson now has 3 Triumphs, the elusive Spitfire,the ex Chris Schultz blue & white Herald
Coupe & the ex Ken Boss TR7.

Tim Dougan's TR6 has undergone Pl surgery.

The funny noise emanating from Dale Jacobs TR4 was the water pump calling it a day, it now has a
new one.

Spotted on the road in a bright Red Spitfire and wearing the latest in shades was our latest recruit GP
Vorster.

Chris Schultz has sold the last of his Triumph fleet, the TR4A has gone to a potentially new Joburg
member Dave Sawyer.

Eillen Cruise’s Mimosa Yellow GT6 (ex Peter de Sautoy) is reluctantly for sale at R60,000 ono , call
082 560 2589 or 021 558 4632.

Finally my own beloved Herald “Ricky” has had treatment for oil pressure light that revealed a whole
host of other problems that have reduced me to abject poverty. Sadly he still not well for despite
starting easily idles ok but after running for some time chokes off requiring me to pump the accelerator
madly. Does any one have any suggestions? Try looking at the little bent wire thingy that controls the
Choke. My daughter Megan recently suffered virtually the same problem on her 7. ED

Yours in Triumph

Margaret Young

Johannesburg

Hello to all of you. Hope you all had a great festive season and holiday. This year is almost 3 months
old and very soon we will be asking about the end-of-year do!! Frightening!

We had a great year-end lunch in December last year. Chris Ferreira and his mates played and sang for
us while we ate. What a treat! We must have them for the Nationals! We congratulate the prize-
winners for last year, they are as follows:-

Best restored Vehicle Paul Smirkowitz for his black TR2 that was restored by Chris Ferreira

Ambassador Trophy John Dobbins
Competition Trophy Gino Casieri
Chairman’s Trophy Chris Gibbons
Victor Ludorum John Dobbins
Victrix Ludorum Coral Turnbull

These members all deserved their prizes and we thank them for their efforts and enthusiasm.
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This year has started off so well for us — at our first noggin’ we had 37 members
and at our first outing we had OVER 50 members!! The Pretoria centre joined
us too. CIliff Turnbull and Jean Coppens organised a visit to a mine museum in
Muldersdrift — apparently the oldest mine on the Witwatersrand — and
thereafter we went to Gilroy’s Brewery for lunch. He makes his own brew that
is not bad at all and we really had a good time. Thank you to all who were there —
you made the day!

This same pair are organising a weekend away for us to Memel in March. Not
much goes on there and that’s why we’re going. We thought we might scrape
together a dozen or so members to go, but so far over 40 want to come along!! So
we have Jean scurrying around the Free State countryside looking for all available
B’nB’s and farmhouses to accommodate us all. We’ll report on this next time — it’s sure to be a great
weekend.

Organisation of the 2010 Nationals is coming along just great. See report elsewhere in this issue. I’ve
been receiving frantic calls from all quarters of the country from members and centre chairmen needing
to know what’s going to happen. This is indeed encouraging and I hope this enthusiasm carries through
to the end when a record number of participants will come. We aim to make it a very laid-back
Nationals and that part of our country is so beautiful it will be great to tour around the mountains there.
Make sure you’ll be there — ITS’S FUN!!

Gino

KZIN

Here we go again!! From all of us here in KwaZulu-Natal, everything of the best for 2009. May you all,
together with your families be blessed with good health and happiness. The Festive Season is long
forgotten and we can not wait to be part of all the wonderful events that are planned for the rest of the
year. Some of us already started our planning and saving for next years National Gathering!

Since we last made contact we had a lot of fun here in KwaZulu-Natal and everything is going
extremely well with our club. Our year end function as well as our run down the South Coast was very
special and | am glad to say that my TR3 behaved very well on its first run since | bought it a couple of
months ago.

We also had our AGM on the 10thFebruary and our members thought it best that the existing
committee stay on until after next years National Gathering.

Our Christmas Luncheon took place on the 16thNovember and all were in a festive mood. Marlene
Keats did the report.

Christmas Luncheon Sunday, 16 November 2008

We were all in a festive mood on Sunday 16 November. Les and I arrived at 9:30 at Westville Club to
already be greeted by Estelle and Brian Kelly, Colleen, Ann and Denise. They had all come to help set
up and decorate the tables. Brian did the most important job of it all — the music and speakers. It was
great, Brian. Tim at the club had six round tables for 10 at each, all laid out beautifully with red and
green organza overlays. Melba toast on all tables.

Gareth French, our son from Kloof Pick n Pay brought in delicious small cakes for each table. David
Blair could not wait and got stuck into them immediately. Good for you, David. Gareth also brought
the potted chrysanthemums and crackers making the tables look instantly festive. Estelle brought her
little silver cones and artificial poinsettias to further decorate the tables. She was amazing as she
managed to get endearment for little champagne glasses as well as chocolate bars for everyone. Well
done, Estelle!

The club put the tuna starter on by 12:30 beautifully decorated with stuffed eggs, walnuts and gherkin.
Our roast turkey and cranberry sauce, gammon and pineapple and assorted vegetables was
“carvery/buffet” style. There was amazing salads on the buffet table too with rolls, beautifully served
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and enjoyed by all. Next came the individual Xmas pudding with custard and ice cream and chocolate
sauce. Coffee was on the house! We were all impressed.
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Then came the prize giving and lucky ticket holders who won potted chrysanthemums. Lots of pictures
were taken.

Philip de Kock and David Fraser and David Blair all checked out the new boardroom attached to
Curves and thought it great.

Thinking ahead for the New Year to perhaps consider a venue change for our noggins. Marvelous, safe
parking, clean kitchen and better food prices.

Marlene Keats
Inkwazi River Lodge — 18 January 2009

It was early Sunday morning when we met at the Ultra Shell Service Station on the N2-South and it
was a perfect day for open top driving. It was cloudy but warm and the distance to Port Shepstone is
just right. Darryl and Rosemary Hurter in their Spitfire were leading the pack of Triumphs as well as a
mixture of plastics until Allan Halvorsen took over in his fancy Porsche and lead the convoy to the
Inkwazi River Lodge. Here we were joined by some of our members from the South Coast and it was
once again special to spend some quality time together.

Almost unnoticed, a group of other makes of cars arrived ranging from some very smart Jaguars to
even a Model A Ford bakkie and a smart Triumph Trophy motor bike. It was almost like a down-scaled
“Cars in the Park™ event.

Wi

Brian Kelly, lan MacDonald with Rosemary and Darryl Hurter and Arthur Walker
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| So of he betiul scenryat Inwzi o

The KwaZulu-Natal South Coast is full of surprises and it is only once you turn off the highway that
you discover all these wonderful hiding places. The Inkwazi River Lodge is just one of many such
places. The scenery is beautiful, like a
jungle and the big river with its
healthy looking water is something to
see. There are plenty of birds to see and
the fresh and clean air was there for
everyone to enjoy.
The venue it self is
there are even

well equipped and
gambling machines
as well asan OTM available for those
that could run out of cash. The amount
of R35.00 for a braai pack included salads and “pap en sous”. Knifes and forks as well as plates,
glasses and everything that goes with it was supplied free of charge. It is a fully licensed venue and the
draughts were cheap and even the wines, which was served ice cold together with an ice bucket were
sold at excellent prices. On top of it all there was fires ready and even a lady available to braai your
meat!!

We should do this event again because those who could not make it this time should get the chance to
enjoy Inkwazi with us next time around.

Rudi Venter
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Port ‘Elizabeth

Nearly two months of 2009 is history already, everyone is back in a
working cycle, and | wonder how many are sticking with their new
years resolutions?

We had our usual year end prize giving at the end of November. This
was again held at the German club. Prizes and trophies were awarded
to:

Jon Rademan,[ the Bruce Puttergill Trophy], [Most improved car] to
Heinz Koncki, the [Chairman’s trophy] , shared between Bob
Pretorius and Frikkie Viljoen,[ Clubman’s trophy], Bob Pretorius,
[Club woman’s trophy], shared between Daria Sheard and Yvonne de
Kock,[ Godfreys lady award], Carol van Loggerenberg, [most desirable car] Dave Patten, and a long
lost and returned trophy, [car of the day], to Heinz Koncki.

Trophies were also handed out for the concours winners earlier in the year, results already published in
the March 08 edition

December saw us joining the PE motoring fraternity at the beachfront on the 16" December for”
Wheels 2008”. Triumphs gathered were GT 6, Godfrey Gericke, TR7 Jon Rademan,TR4 Deon de
Kock, TR3, Bob Pretorius, TR7, Jimmy Sheard, and Carl Butlion, Spitfire MK4.

January is our rest month, no noggins, no outings, how ever; we had an invitation from the MG club to
join them on a breakfast run to the new Nanaga farm stall. Only Bob and I joined the 14 MG’s with a
TR3 & 4, boosting the numbers to 16.

Our first noggin of the year was well attended with 21 members. A letter of thanks from the National
Chairman to Godfrey Gericke was also read , congratulating the PE centre for paying their subs well in
advance, and being the first centre to do so. ( Hoe laaik jy daai Nols?)

Future events will include our concours at the end of March at the German club grounds, ending with a
social braai .

The Yearly EPVCC combined club day is booked for the 22" February at their clubhouse, usually with
a boot sale and a Lunchtime braai. This is normally a well attended car day, as all the local clubs get
together for car talk.

In April we have a brunch run organised at either Schoenmakers kop or Sundays River. The MG club
will also support this.

A large contingent of Border (3) and PE (8) centres members attended the 13" annual George show
over the weekend of the 31% January. It is estimated that over 350 cars, tractors, steam engines, bikes is
on display. 2" WW army displays, booze busses, you name it, it was there. New cars on display, food,
beer and spares at a price. | saw a guy with hundreds of new (old) head gaskets selling from the back of
a bakkie, a real smooth talker. There was all makes, still wrapped in their old original packing.
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As we walked past he was selling a Vaaljapie (TR) head gasket to a farmer, original price, sir, you
know, well over R500, you know copper is very expensive. But today only, you can have it for R250!
Sold!

If I remember correctly | can get a head gasket from Bepco around the corner for R120.00! Then there
was also an original TR, non overdrive gearbox, advertised as the only new factory rebuilt still in
existence for R5000.00..............

Also met with Mr Cramp that does the SU rebuilds in Cape Town, and confirmed with some of the
guys that actually used his services, as exceptional. His display surely was. Asked the turnaround
time....... it will definitely be this year!

The model display was awesome, the amount of cars uncountable, some with the most unreal detail.
Stumbled across an original Dinky TR2, that really showed its age for R270.00. (First time |
encountered a TR2 model like that). Louis Greef from East London was the lucky one amongst us,
winning a big scale Indian model motorbike on a R10. Raffle, and estimated at being worth R500.00
Whilst they were walking to the car, his wife Bessie picked up a R10.00 note. That was destined for the
Lotto that night. Wonder if their luck improved?

It was a pity that we are getting too used to luxury and comfort, as Heinz Koncki’s TR4A were the only
TSCC member car on display. A couple of local butchered Spitfires, and an immaculate red TR3A
were also on display. Rumours have that this TR3A were sold via Frost brothers to a George local at
R175,000.00!

Coming up in May’s long weekend is a combined Border /PE outing organised by the Border centre.
This promises to be a nice relaxing weekend, starting with a route finding fun-run in PE and ending in
Plettenberg bay. This is also the weekend of the Knysna car show, but we will leave the details and
final arrangements to them.

New members are scarce so here is a photo of new member Beyers Vermaak in his Spitfire mk1.
Beyers retired from : Telkom in Pretoria two
years ago and settled in Port Elizabeth, in fact
around the corner from me, in Lorraine Manor.
The car belonged to a friend in Pretoria but
Beyers persuaded him to sell the car to him. The
Spittie is in good nick, and very original

except for a Herald engine.
We wish him and wife 4 Mile a long and happy
association with the . TSCC of SA.
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It is good to see the new revived Classic Car Africa that hit the stands under the editor / ownership of
Fred Phillips. The last couple of editions printed in the cheapest of paper with nothing much
interesting, left much to be desired, and had me seriously wanted to cancel my subscription. Lucky I
didn’t. Especially with the report of the International MG Indaba held in PE late last year.

Why? Because special mention was made of the Triumph club, organising and successfully
implementing their driving test under the watchfully eye of Frikkie Viljoen. Compliments received on
the day from international competitors from the UK, New Zeeland and Malaysia.

You must admit, we’ve got it down here in the Eastern Cape!

Committee present at noggin on 2/2/20009.

Front, L to R: Jon Rademan (Vice chairman), Godfrey Gericke (Treasurer)
Back, L to R: Bob Pretorius (Secretary) , Deon de Kock (Chairman), Jimmy Sheard ( Clubman points, standing in
for wife Daria).

Absent: Michael Koch (Webmaster) Frikkie Viljoen (Events organiser, club liaison

Enjoy your Triumphs,
Deon de Kock
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‘We are Marching to

Pretoria

We concluded our activities for 2008 on a high note when 43 people attended our year-end
function at our new venue in Lyttelton Manor, Centurion, on Sunday, 7" December. Once
again Engela and all the ladies who helped her rose to a splendid occasion with a traditional yet
superb Christmas dinner.

el & .

’ | i - i .“'! ' \‘\“‘ Yj'
Sticking to our tradition the annual awards ceremony coincided with the year-end event and |
once again want to congratulate the following very worthy recipients:

Victor Ludorum: David Harris

Victrix Ludorum: Helen Flynn

Competitions Trophy: Bill and Helen Flynn

Chairman’s Special Merit Award: Marius Labuschagne

House Trophy: Spitfire Plus House

We are very appreciative of the fact that Terrence and Lynn du Toit braved the long distance
from Tzaneen and persevered to share the occasion despite car (Triumph Stag) trouble along the
way.
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Lynn arrives under the arch of honour

Our 2009 activities kicked off with our

noggin on 15 January and the monthly

run on Sunday, 25 January, when we

- combined with the Joburg Triumph

. fraternity on the excursion to the

-~ Kromdraai Mine in the vicinity of the

Cradle of Humankind some 50 kilometres
LR west of Pretoria. Mining at this historic

site started in 1881, a good five years before gold mining commenced on the Witwatersrand and

before the founding of Johannesburg. Being a very small gold bearing reef, and because of

flooding in the lower levels, activities ceased by 1914. After the mine tour we retired to

Gilroy’s Country Pub and Brewery for lunch. With some thirty odd Triumphs and even more

members in attendance the combined effort bode well for the New Year.

It is a pleasure to welcome Clive Oberem (no. 446) as our first new member of the current year.
Clive owns a TR3A, lives at Die Hoewes in Lyttelton, and was introduced by John Dobbins.

It is my pleasure to announce another new member, Willem Odendaal (no. 447) who also
recently acquired a TR3A. Willem lives in Hazelwood and discovered us by means of our
website.

This year we have an interesting program of events in place after we consulted our members by
means of a questionnaire last year. In an effort to try and accommodate a variety of preferences
we ended up with a full program that includes, inter alia, three route finding / treasure hunt
exercises, two skidpan / gymkhana events, and a steam train trip to Cullinan. We are even
staging two noggins with a difference, but in the form of daytime braai occasions at the
clubhouse. One will be combined with a parts swap and sell opportunity, while the other will be
a revival of the annual technical day of the past where members were assisted with tuning their
Triumphs properly.

This report is short and being submitted so early that I am unable to report on the annual
Valentine Run scheduled for Sunday, 15 February. The reason is that | have to meet the due
date for Sabrina contributions before Cathy and | depart on a visit of the United States for
nearly a month early in February.
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I must say that we are getting quite excited and are looking forward to two weeks in Florida,
and more than a week in California before we return via New York City.

Cheers vir eers!

Nols

OVERSEAS NEWS

This is anew section in which | would like to point out recent articles of interest fro the
Overseas clubs that we have exchange agreements with. Their Web sites are listed inside the
back cover

The TR Diver ( TR Drivers Club)

TR & Tuning

All you need to Know about TR7/8 Headlamps.

TR Action (TR Register)

Gross Weights & Wheel Rims

TR Alternative indicator switch,Alternator conversion.

Power assisted steering for TR6

TR6 flashers

TR3 Moulding sets.

TRIB ( TR Register Belgium)

TR6 versus Porsche 914

Speedy diagnosis of ignition system TR2-4A.

TR5 with Lumenition ignition system.

Ex Works TR3 SHP 520

CLASSIC REGULARITY RALLYING

Regularity Rallying requires a crew of 2, driver and navigator/timekeeper, who then follow a
prescribed route, which is all on good tar roads and usually covers a distance of approximately 180 to
200 kilometres. The challenge is to keep to a given average speed, and not to get lost!! Teamwork is
needed, and naturally the driver has to display a level of skill, as he has to cater for Stop Streets, traffic
and turns, to still average a set speed. There are Controls, to check on the car and teams progress, as the
difference between actual time and calculated time, that you should have been there, results in a
penalty, calculated in seconds, and the least penalties is the winner!
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Even as a social entrant, it is fun to see other interesting cars, meet new people in other marque car
clubs, often drive on interesting roads following an usual route, and then a beer (or2!) with like minded
classic, and other car enthusiasts!!. There is a class for modern cars, so you don’t have to use your
Triumph, but believe me, as we are known as the “Top-down brigade” ,it is much more funin a
Triumph!!!

Lunch at reasonable prices, is normally at venues in the country areas and different for each Rally, and
is a wonderfully way to finish a GOOD Sunday drive!!

Look forward to seeing you there.!!

Thanks to Dennis Cooke for the Dorothy Deen article that | found really interesting. | have driven a
friends Swallow Doretti in UK during the late 1960°’s! It handled differently to a TR, and with the
higher waistline and doors, certainly gave the impression of being a little slower, but more comfortable,
particularly on the bumpy roads on the South Coast and New Forest!!

2009 CALENDAR

March 1  Alfa Romeo Classic Rally Gauteng (Jhb)
March 22  BMW Autobahn Classic Rally Gauteng (Jhb)
Apr 18  Drakensburg Commemorative Trail KwaZulu Natal
May 10  Lotus Classic Rally Gauteng

May 31 The Plateau Trial Mpumalanga
June 20  KwaZulu Natal Classic Rally KwaZulu Natal
July 12 MG Icicle Rally Gauteng

Aug 16 Forkman Classic Rally Gauteng (Pretoria)
Sept 13 Western Cape Rally Cape Peninsula
Oct 11 RallyeSport Classic Rally Gauteng

Nov 8 SARRA Classic Rally Gauteng

To encourage the participation of new, and particularly, younger Drivers and Navigators, all makes
and models of cars are welcome to the 2009 SARRA Series. We will cater for all modern makes and
model of car, everything from a VW Golf , Honda ,Toyota, Opel ,or Ford STI, to a BMW, Audi,
Mazda MXS5, or Mercedes Benz!

So tell your family and friends, to come and join you, and support your own Marque Car in  anything
from an Alfa to a Wolseley !!

Also there is a special reduced Membership fee for all SAMCA affiliated club members,for a one
day event, or annual subscription.

So come and find out more about the Sport for all motoring enthusiasts, of all levels and interests. It is
a great way to spend a Sunday with fellow enthusiasts once a month, and just think you could be a
prize winner, and see some interesting classics!!

Further details are available on the SARRA website at www.sarra.co.za

lan Carmichael Tel 0829230370 e-mail carmichael@tiscali.co.za

‘From the bookshelf.

=
It is Morgan’s 100" year and this new book tells it in a year by year almost Diary style. I don’t wish to
say much more since the June Sabrina will contain a collaborative piece by
David Patten & myself on the N symbiotic relationship (guess who watches
Stargate) between Morgan and g Triumph

i i MORGAN icei icei
Priced at R499 from Exclusive 100 YEARS books the UK price is £ 30 & Amazons price is

£20. So depending on which postage system you specify you can save
between R50 & R100.
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http://www.sarra.co.za/

Following the success of his CODE NAME BULLET DVD John Clancy has now produced CODE
NAME STAG in DVD format. It appears from his research that the Stag was actually known as the
TR6 during the early part of its production. John even refers to a letter from Lord Stokes to Michelotti
in which he refers to the Stag TR6 Project. Does this mean that all TR6’s could have been TR7’s and
all TR7’s could have been ....7

A Herald/Spitfire DVD is belng discussed so watch this space. Meanwhile the Stag video is available
fro the TR Drivers Club at £20.00 excluding postage.

“CLASSICS monthly” continues to do us proud as follows:-

December kicked off by comparing a fuel injected Austin Healey 3000 to a TR6 P1.The Dolomite got a
step-by-step bottom end rebuild and there was also a step-by-step article on wood trim renovation.
January continues the TR7 restoration with the suspension overhaul & that of the Dolomite with an
overdrive conversion.

In addition there are pages of other restoration tips from rust treatment, removing windscreen scratches
to refurbishing both Bakelite & Wood steering wheels.

February Chronicles the TR7 (available in the competition) almost 3,000Km weekend jaunt to France
for the Beaujolais run only to fail in sight of the end with a blown head gasket .So the March features
its renewal At least the winning recipient will get a really sorted engine. In the Workshop section the
TRY7 gets a Brake overhaul, rear axle brackets repair and new wheel bearings and the Dolomite gets
bodywork surgery.

For Sale

1.Moss UK has some new products:

For TR2 & 3A how about Alfin style finned brake drums with steel inserts at £ 205.63.

Tr4’s to TR6’s are not left out with new calipers to replace Girling 16P, 16PB, & M16P. They come
complete with pistons and seals at £99.95

2.
My BRG TR 6 is for sale. | do it with a broken heart but man do what man have
to do. Here are particulars of my car:

TRIUMPH TR 6, British Racing Green, Commission No CP 52513.

Production year 1971. Very original condition. Overdrive. Soft &

hardtop. Engine & clutch rebuilt 1860 miles ago. Brake & clutch

master & slaves cylinders re-sleeved. Stainless steel exhaust. New

., set of woolen carpets. Re-sprayed
earlier this year. Price R120,000 ono.

| Contact Michael Jakubowski on e-
mail: mmjakub@telkomsa.net

Frank Copping on 011 794 1058 has a red
MK2 Spltflre to sell. Engine overhauled in 207 has on a couple of 100kms on it, It needs a new hood
and extensive bodywork. No license but all registration papers. R15,000 ono .
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Wanted

Gayle & Godfrey Jones are trying to trace the previous owners of their MK1 GT6. In particular D
MaclIntosh whose ownership of the car was recorded in Graham Cheetham’s , Gayle & Godfrey can be
contacted on 041 360 6337.

Steve Taylor is looking to buy the following items for his 3A , and obviously he is expecting bad
weather so let’s help him.

1 2sides screens (left & right) in any condition plus bushes.

2. One Hood Frame.

3. Windscreen Frame.

4. Brackets for rear over-riders.

You can contact Steve on:-
Tel 021 919 3391
Fax 021 919 3391

COLLEEN&JOHN CRAIG are looking for the following parts to assist in their rebuild of a basket
case TR3.

1. Body shell for TR 3 or TR

2. 10 inch Girling backplates and brake shoes .

3. A pair of H6 SU carburetors .

4. Girling clutch and brake master cylinders and reservoirs .

5. Gauges and switches .

6. Wiring loom .

Contact details : Cell 0829011504 e-mail opsoek@mweb.co.za

A TR7 Story TR7 Story -Part the last.

So we come to the end of Dave & Judy’s rebuild which incidentally was featured on the back cover
of Decembers’ Sabrina, being the TR7 in snowy Benoni.
Our TR7 was now ready for the interior to be refurbished.
The hood was new when we bought it but the hood stowing
cover was old & torn so was replaced by a new locally made
one with studs eventually obtained from P Bloch & Co in
Jeppestown.

While the hood was new the webbing on the frame was in a
sorry state so we eventually replaced with an almost new seat , ANTIQUE
belt found in a local scrapyard. CA%

RESTORATION
(477,
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A local bumper repair shop refurbished the centre console.

We then removed the seats. hood frame, seatbelts, rear bulk head cover before refitting the centre
consol. This allowed us to give the interior a really good clean.

This done we were able to replace the two front floor pan plugs , correctly route and cover the wiring
harness and to plug various holes in the sills.

Off now to Benoni’s Elite Auto Trimmers who fitted new carpets to passenger area & boot, refitting
the centre consol, gear lever & handbrake covers, centre armrest and sun visors. They even found
almost the correct blue vinyl to recover the rear bulkhead cover.

Two new door cards were obtained from John Dobbins while I came back from a visit to the UK with
new seat covers, courtesy of Rimmer Bros.

With the seats out their runners were cleaned, greased and new bolts fitted as were new seat belts.

A locknut was made up and fitted to prevent the gear knob rotating, 4 new heater control knobs , new
passenger door lock and window winder mechanism completed our work.

Would you believe that the old door card were sold to a guy met at a petrol station who had the same as
Dave’s’ father — Jack Harris.

Any one know him since he doesn’t appear to be a member - Ed

ITEM COSTR SUPPLIER
Hood Cover 315 Local

Hood webbing 80 Scrap Yard
Repair Centre Consol 200 Local

New Carpets 1,150 Elite, Benoni
Vinyl Parts 500 Elite, Benoni
Duct Tape 50 Hardware
2 New Door Cards 800 John Dobbins

2 New Seat Covers 2,145 Rimmer

Seat frame bolts 30 Rimmer
4 New Heat control knobs 330 Rimmer

Door Lock 150 Rimmer
Door Card clips 30 Rimmer
Window Winder mechanism 350 Rene de Villiers

TOTAL R6,965
All prices are at 2007 levels.
Dave & Judy Harris.
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60 years of racing at ‘Watkins Glen, NY.
USA

5-7 September, 2008
Featuring the Triumph

During the seventies and eighties the last Formula 1 race of the season often was held at Watkins Glen,
NY. Thus when a friend of mine asked me if | were
interested in coming over and attend the celebrations for
60 years of racing at “the Glen” and that our favorite cars

WATKI N S would be featured, I thought this would be a unique event.

Hans Kooy, friend and TR restorer would come with me.

VINTAGE . .
G I E N RACING We could not foresee how unique this event would
et become.

e A kot No less than 150 Triumphs, most TRs but also some
A CELEBRATION OF Spitfire and Stags would be able to tour the current circuit
TRIUMPH RACING and then descend to the village to do a couple of laps over
s the old circuit where racing took place from 1948 to 1952.

In 1948 the first race in the USA on public roads after the
war took place at Watkins Glen. It was a get together of all
types of cars, some Grand Prix cars from the thirties, an
Alfa Romeo 8C2900 coupe, a Bu-Merc (Mercedes SSK
with a Buick engine) driven by Briggs Cunningham,
Bugatti’s and other
O—/0 exotica. The start was on
STONE BRIDGE . .
B Franklin Street, the main
artery though the village,
and the starting line was
in front of the Court
House. Start: Down the
bridge and to the right
Lodge, through the rail
couple of esses and down
the same river as in the
6.6 mile circuit.

street, over a little
uphill towards Seneca
road underpass, a

to Stone Bridge over
village and halfway the
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Then over a bit of dirt road where a sign NP was placed as overtaking on that part was forbidden, over
the rail road crossing (no trains on racing days) and down in a long right-hander with a magnificent
view over Lake Seneca, one of the 5 finger lakes of the area, towards a 90 degrees left, called
Milliken’s Corner. Milliken’s Corner named after the driver that in the first race turned over his Bugatti
Type 35. Then a right-hander and back onto Franklin Street. The first race was won by the Alfa Romeo
8C2900 coupe. This track we toured on Friday with 150 Triumphs after having toured the new track for
some laps. The new track is a few miles outside of Watkins Glen on top of a hill with a magnificent
view over the country site. Also other clubs and cars were there such as Corvette’s, Mustangs, Cobra’s
etc. but also Mazda Miata’s, Porsches.

There were many TRs racing. The famous blue TR250K built by Kas Kastner was over from
California, as was the great man himself. A few of the Bob Tullius white Triumphs (44) were racing as
well, as was the famous white TR8 with the license plate BULITTT. TR2-TS1 was there. It would
participate in the tour of the old circuit, driven by its new owner Robert P. Smith from Hawaii. So this
was the last opportunity to have a close look at the car for a while.

Joe Richard has decided to sell TS1 and has
found a new owner that will take good care of it.
A difficult decision as emotionally he didn’t
want to let go, but also realizing that at some
stage he

As a Triumph derivative there was a red & 2008 Blake J. Discher
Devin with Triumph running gear and a few
self-built cars with TR running gear as well, such as this
futuristic device. Of course there were plenty of other cars.
Single seater, pre-war and post war, Formula Junior, Formula
Vee and it all raced. Truly amazing was the size of some of the e X
trailers and then a truck to pull it as large as or larger than a decent Van in
Europe.
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In the village was the Concours d’Elegance with beautiful cars. Such as a very fine light green TR2
long door, a red Italia, a Turner and also a
Peerless (or was it a Warwick?), XK-120s,
E-types, Lambo’s, Ferrari’s and
more.

Friday at around
closed and the
from the new
laps over the old
these cars drive
looking like old
MGs, and all the
participated and

5 pm the roads were
racing cars came down
circuit to do a couple of
circuit. Wonderful to see
past. Single seater, cars
Indy cars, Healeys, TRs,
American cars. TS1

the new owner pushed the

car well. Also the drivers enjoyed this,
judging by the wide smiles on their
faces, no helmets this time.

Saturday was race day, but later in the afternoon the fog came in and racing was suspended. For us
there was the Triumph marquee where we could chat with Joe and Dottie, with Kas Kastner, John
Macartney (from the Macartney Trust), Joe Alexander and many more. Maybe have a beer as well.
Unfortunately we could not attend the Sunday racing as our plane back to Europe was leaving, but we
had a wonderful time and | want to thank our American friends for their hospitality, the press
credentials and the generosity that came to Hans Kooy and myself.

Gert van de Klashorst

Wﬁat you see may not be what you get!

We now get to look at the TR250 & TR5, | have put the 250 first
because in fact the first one ( CD1L) came off the line on the 11™" of
July 1967 ( the same day as the last TR4A) and the first TR5 ( CP2) on
August 29" 1967).

The 250 being destined for the US market & the 5 for UK & others, the
reasons being discussed later

So let us first look at their specification differences.

First British production sports car with petrol injection...

NEW TRIUMPH TR5/ '
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Outwardly similar to the TR4A there are subtle differences other than badges. The grille is almost
identical to the 4A but has matt-black paint on the upward facing surface. There is still a starting handle
cut out in the front valence but not in the grille. The front valence on both 5’s & 250’s also should have
an opening with no apparent use. One theory is that it was for the optional oil cooler but if this were the
case then the hose routing would have been a nightmare.

On the rear wings were US style running or marker lights and of course a tell tale twin exhaust pipe
peared out from the left rear.

Colours included the standard (no pun) TR shades of Signal Red, White & Racing Green, Black
(special order) pale Yellow. At various times 3 shades of Blue were offered — Wedgwood, Royal &
Valencia.

All UK options were also available on the 250 but there were some 250 options such as a GRP one-
piece hardtop since apparently the Surrey Top was not a 250 option. However aircon, steering column
lock and alloy wheels were and lets not forget the red line tyres that had replaced white walls.

Oh yes and all TR 250°s were identifiable by a transverse stripe across their nose. A note here to all you
pedantic Concours Judges, put away your tape
measures.

It would seem that not all of these stripes were put on
at the factory, with many being put on by the various
US dealers. Consequently since no Triumph records
exist the correct dimensions and placement of these
stripes can and does vary car to car.

Now of course both the TR5 & TR 250 were
launched with the 2498cc 6 cylinder engine from the
Triumph 2000. This required few changes under the
bonnet except perhaps for moving the radiator
forward which meant cranking the cross member.
The big technological advance was the use of Lucas’s
Mark 11 fuel injection system. This as we know had
problems associated with its’ high pressure fuel pump
overheating. Early TR5’s had their fuel pumps
mounted under the bonnet but nearly all production
cars had them relocated to the boot where it was
cooler.

New exhaust emission regulations in the USA meant that the system could not be used and hence all
250’s for the US & Canada were fitted with twin Strombergs.
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Technical Data
Engine 6 cylinder 2498cc 74.7mm x95mm

TR5
150bhp@5500rpm
Torque 164ilbs/ft@3500rpm
Lucas indirect Pl

TR250

104bhp@4500rpm
143ibs/ft@3000rpm

Twin Stromberg 175CD

Max Speed 117mph 109mph

0to 30 3.5s 4.0s

0to 50 6.0s 8.6s

0 to 60 8.8s 10.6s

0to 90 21.4s 27.5s

standing Y4 16.8s 17.8s
19.6mpg 27.5mpg

Production Figures & Codes
TR5 TR250

First 29 Aug 1967 11 July 1967

First CP2 CD1L

Last 19 Sept 1968 19 Sept 1968

Last CP3101 CD8594L

AS USUAL NOT ALL NUMBERS WERE USED.

Total Built 67 585 2,357

Total Built 68 2,362 6,127

Total 2,947 8,484

Once again the plot thickens when trying to establish the true provenance of your intended purchase.
While all 8,484 TR250’s were sold in North America only 1,165 TR5’s were sold in the UK, with of
course some going to Australia, SA & the East. The great majority of the remainder being LHD cars for
Europe with 96 being Kit Built in Belgium.

The result is another low production sought after car with the possibility that your LHD car is in fact a
European TR5 and not a refitted Pl TR250.

The evidence resides in the number CP or CD and an added plus to it being European the letters CKD
on its plate.

According to our Registrars figures there are 10 TR5’s in SA but no TR250’s it will be interesting

therefore later this year to check
Nol’s Vin numbers.
Eric Fletcher
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Interestingly | received this E-Mail after completing the above TR5 piece. It
proves the worth of the International connections. So over to you TR5
owners. Ed

Hello,

| have seen in the magazine TR ACTION that you have 10 TR5 in your club.
| have created a website dedicated to the TRIUMPH TR5 PI (Only in

French today but an English version is in the pipeline) and now after

The French inventory, | begin an international registry.

So | am looking for all TR5 in the world. If you can help me, please

contact me at : contact@tr5passion.com

For more details, don't hesitate to contact me. See my website at :

LES DETAILS EXTERIEURS

. Le badge de capot est le premier élément distinctif.
. Les feux de recul spécifiques a la 5 et le joint d’aile peint couleur caisse.
. Les badges de coffre placés a droite de la plague minéralogique (Overdrive si installé).
. Un badge «2500» ainsi qu’un répétiteur de clignotant prennent place
sur les ailes arrieres.
. La serrure de porte est désormais séparée de Ia poignée et la baguette chromée
au dessus est plus large et biseautée.

HWN M-

wn

www.trSpassion.com
Thanks for your help.
Best regards
Francois Borzellino
Lyon-France
+336111907 26
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INFORMATION SPECIFIC TO TR5 AND TR2

The fuel injected TR5 was introduced at Commission number CP1 and ran
to CP3101. This model was supplied to all countries, world wide, except
North America which received the TR250. The Commission Numbers for this,
carburettored, version ran from Cd1 to CD8594.

In both cases the basic body shape was similar to that of the TR4/4A but there
were many detail differences, most notably in the area of the “B” post and the
door lock and latch assembly. These cars were the first to receive the 2.5 litre
six cylinder engine and, in the case of the TR5, this was the first instance of the
use of fuel injection on a UK production car.

bﬂ\”
s

el
P T
TR Register
1B Hawksworth
Southmead Industrial Park
Didcot, Oxon.
0OX11 7HR
Tel: 01235-818866
Fax: 01235-818867
E-mail: office @tr-register.co.uk

A,

Optional extras on both models included “Surrey top” ( a fixed rear window

with removable roof, which could be either hard or soft top), wire wheels (in place of the standard
steel wheels with dummy “Ro-style” trims) and overdrive (operating on 2nd, 3rd and 4th gears this
Laycock, A type, overdrive effectively provided a seven speed gearbox). The suffix “O” was added to
the Commission Number when an overdrive was fitted during production.

Production was for a very limited period and it is now considered that these were interim models until the
revised body styling of the TR6 was available. During a production run from August 1967 to September
1968 a total of 2947 TR5’s were assembled. TR250 production commenced one month earlier than the
TR5 but ceased at much the same time. A total of 8484 TR250’s were assembled.

Bodies for both models were built at Speke, in Liverpool, and transported to Canley. All TR250’s and
most TR5’'s were assembled at Canley but left hand drive TR5’s destined for the “Common Market’
Countries were assembled from CKD (Completely knocked down) kits at Malines, in Belgium. These
cars can be identified by a Commission Number carrying a “1” prefix and a “P” suffix.

BUYER BEWARE
TRS5 /250 CHECK LIST Engine
Trim * Fuel injection
* Check condition of Rust Electrics * Crank shaft end
interior trim and of hood « Rear wing tops » Correct operation float

» Compression
* Coolant leaks
* Rough tickover

+ Condition of wiring
* Fuel pump

Rust
* Boot lid and
floor pan
Rust
* Inner wings
Suspension

* Check trailing arms
* Shock absorbers

Transmission

Chassis * A post * Check for noise and
» Check for rust, accident * B post correct operation of
damage and distortion * Door Doors gear box and overdrive
* Check all chassis mounting « Floor pans « Check for operation * Check for knocks
points « Sills fit and rust * Check for leaks

All contents © 2006 TR Register

My thanks again to Bill Piggotts’ “Triumph TR” , the TR Driver web site and Roger Ferris of TR

Register.
Eric Fletcher
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PUZZLE CORNER

| trust that you had no difficulty sorting out Nicks problem, so here is the solution.

MAKE MODEL PRICE $ COLOUR
Chevrolet Torch 24,000 Black
Chrysler Light 26,000 White
Ford Cigar 25,000 Red
Hyundai Spark 23,000 Blue
Nissan Match 27,000 Green
LTTTERS

Hi Eric,

I notice that you keep asking for
Sabrina articles to be free of formatting such
page and paragraph breaks. Please explain
your reasons for this since it is my opinion
that by the sender doing the formatting
actually saves you work.

as

Fred — Cape Town

Thanks Fred, let me explain as follows:-

| first set up the skeleton of the next
issue as soon as the current issue has gone to
print. This skeleton has all the main
headings Editor, Chairman. Registrar,
Regional Reports, Bloem, CapeTown etc but no contents.
Then as I receive a submission I immediately enter it in it’s appropriate place in Sabrina exactly as
received.
I continue in this way until I have received all submissions.
Now comes the first round of editing that is essentially removing the empty spaces between
submissions. This is quite simple until I get to a submission of say 3 pages that must start half way
down its preceding page. Woe is me if it has a page break since instead of continuing at the end of its
page 1 because it has a page break | get a half empty page. So delete the page break you say, not so
simple. It can mean going back to the original senders E-Mail to re-format. In really bad cases |
must totally re-type.
The situation is even worse where the kind author has formatted in columns or inserted
photographs.
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So one continues until there are no empty spaces and the starts the next exercise.

Sabrina must have a number of pages divisible by 4. Now if the number of pages is say 47 then into
the pending bag to find something to fill the 48™ page.

If however there are 49 pages then one must delete either spaces or even sentences and hopefully not
paragraphs or photographs.

You now encounter the terrible paragraph format.

I hope that my answer satisfies and hopefully will result in submissions being in WORD totally
unformatted & with photo’s & tables separate.

From: Gertjan van de Klashorst [gjvd.klashorst@skynet.be]
Hello Eric,

Thanks for sending Sabrina of September 2008. Where did you find these pictures of Norma Sykes? |
would love to use these in our magazine. | haven't finished reading yet, but there is a lot more to be said
about the TR3B (of which I own TCF1255L). Also | maintain a database of TR3Bs that are still in
existence. Current score is more than 400 on which | have some form of information. None in SA | am
afraid. | have asked Nols through the years, but none in your beautiful country.Attached is an article on
the TR3B with more and more accurate information than was retrieved by your author of which no
name was linked to the article. The body of the TR3B is identical to the late TR3A, so the grille is not
wider.

Best regards,
Gertjan van de Klashorst

TR Register Belgium

Triumpt TR-3B
Changes from last production TR3A

-Limited Production Run of 3.331 cars for USA export only, at the request of USA dealers which felt
that the new TR-4 was too civilized and might not cover the same market as the TR-3 did. So TR3Bs
are LHD only.

- Factory called them Forward Radiator TR-3 not TR-3B. Forward Radiator Company was acquired by
Triumph previously.

-Several have been returned to Europe during the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s.

-No sales, service or maintenance literature was produced, used TR-3A.
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Very few records were kept for their engineering changes.

-Price was reduced to $2,365 (only $20 more as the introductory price of the 1954 TR-2) and even then
the market wanted the new TR-4, so many of these cars sat on dealer lots well into 1963 when they
were sold at discounts. That is why many are “titled” (U.S. term for being put on papers) 1963 when
all were produced in 1962.

-Body construction was by Forward Radiator Company vs. TR-3 s by Mulliners from the same tooling
and jigs, using the old Mulliner factory.

-TR-3Bs were assembled at the Canley Works (Coventry) alongside the TR-4.

-TR-3A surplus and some new TR-4 parts were used to complete the assembly; whatever parts were
available in the parts bin!

-Body shell numbers were all TSF 0 to 530 for Commission numbers TSF (1-530) and TCF (1-2804).
Example Andy Maces, 1963, TCF-1564L has body TSF/2082

-Appr. 30 TSF Commission numbers have been used for the production of the TR3 based Italia.
-Examples: Early TSF # cars had loop pile carpet to match interior color, soon after stock ran out,
different times for different colors, no records; they all were produced with Charcoal Grey carpet. All
TR-3B’s used TR-4 oil breather cap decals. Green traffic indicator lights were used vs. amber. Most
cars had two-speed wipers like TR-4, wiper switch relocated to top of dash switches. VVoltage regulator
and flasher unit relocated on firewall, turned 90 degrees along battery box.

-Paint colors were; Spa white, Black, Signal Red, Powder Blue, British Racing Green and Silverstone
Grey with the latter two being rare. Some were supplied in non-standard colors and are very hard to
document what all took place at the factory.

-Interiors were for the most part vinyl, with a much heavier graining pattern used on Black, some
leather seats can be found. Colors were: Black, Blue and Red.

-Options like: heaters, tonneau’s, screen washers, leather seats, Michelin X radial tires, 60 spoke wire
wheels and overdrives can be found.

Hardtop information is not available but assumed to be available.

- Engine number are roughly in line with Commission numbers being that TSF Commission number
cars have engines numbered TSF and TCF Commission numbered cars have TCF engine numbers.

- Body numbers continued to be TSF, so TCF commission number is generally about 530 lower than
the TSF body number.

How to recognize a TR3B?

- By Commission number on the plate on the bulk head passenger side

- By body number plate above the battery box.

- By engine number with TSF or TCF, next to the coil
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- The filler cap as with TR4, on the battery side of the rocker cover (TCF series) . All earlier TRs have
the filler cap on the radiator side of the rocker cover (TSF series)

- Head light rims; these are wider and have less of an angle sloping towards the head light glass. This is
the only give-away without opening the bonnet. These rims are very scarce and have often been
replaced with (incorrect) TR3 head light rims.

Production figures:
TSF 1 March 1, 1962, same specification as last TR-3A (TS-83572 Oct 1961) Used
TR-4 brakes and some suspension parts. Some thought to have TR-4 gearbox; other claim the
TRA4 full synchromesh gearbox only started with TCFL1.
TSF 216 Changed disc brake caliper mounting
TSF 265 Changed rear shock absorbers
TSF 284 Minor changes to front suspension
TSF 530 September 1962, Last of series.
TCF1  May 1962, First of TR-4 engine and transmission series, 2138 CC engine,
All-synchromesh transmission. Changed firewall bulkhead, brake cylinder housing mounting metal
and dashboard assembly.
TCF 2804 October 1962, Last TR-3B made. ( 3 numbers missing in model run).

Now this next letter comes from one of the TR Registers members in the UK & was addressed to
Judy Harris who has insisted that | use it. Now meine Grossenfader et vertellen me ( apologies to the
Saturday Evening Post’s Katzenjammer Kids) that you must always listen to a lady & further when
that lady is the “penny meister ‘ then ignore at your peril , so here is an abridged version.From:
Steve Dyne [stevedyne@freeola.com]

Sent: 19 January 2009 11:51 AM

To: Judy Harris Happy New Year Judy!My apologies! I can't believe I didn't let you
know that I got my copy of Sabrina - it's fantastic, and having read it from cover
to cover, I have taken it to a number of our events for people to see, including
the recent AGM where I ribbed our newsletter editor about the size of it!
(although to be fair it's probably not comparable to our single-region effort). It's
really impressive reading about what you all get up to, and what many people
here remarked on was how similar your activities (and sense of humour) are to
ours.
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I think any one of you could join in with one of our events totally seamlessly, and
no doubt vice-versa.

Of course most of us are spending time underneath our cars at present as we get
those off-season jobs done, and if my garage is anything to go by, freezing to
death at the same time, but we've got 2009's events planned and on the
calendar, so, as the days start to lengthen, we're looking forward to another great
TR season. Hopefully the dire financial situation won't have too much of an effect
although some of our members are already on short-time working and most of us
are feeling the pinch in one way or another.

Enjoy the rest of your season,
Best regards, Steve Dyne

Now for some good news for all of us LHD’s. Over Christmas I saw a professionally printed notice,
only in English, on a shopping Mall automatic parking change machine saying that it did
not EXCEPT R20 notes.

Reading this following letter from the AA, it looks as if the original ooh hah was caused by the
writer of the parking meter note.

.~ PRESS RELEASE
get out there

ISSUED BY THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS DIVISION:
AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AFRICA

\ /
NG —

NEW LAW NO THREAT TO LHD - AA

JOHANNESBURG - 04/12/2008 — 14h00

The Automobile Association of South Africa has issued a media statement in which it has moved to
allay fears about left-hand drive (LHD) vehicles. These vehicles have been a source of controversy in
recent weeks, with numerous stories circulating that they were going to be banned.
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“We believe the confusion has arisen from an incomplete reading of the proposed amendments to the
regulations which were published in the Government Gazette in November,” said AASA Head of
Public Affairs, Rob Handfield — Jones. “We have read the proposals very thoroughly alongside the
existing regulations they are intended to modify and supplement, and we are confident they do not
prejudice owners of LHD vehicles,” he added.

He said that three main changes had been made which were relevant to owners of LHD vehicles. The
first change, to Regulation 5, adds a new paragraph, 5 (I), which brings that regulation into line with
Regulation 200, by including a cutoff date for the first registration of LHD vehicles in South Africa.

The second change, to Regulation 200.2 (b), changes the cutoff date for first registration from 1
January 2000, to 23 July 2004, the same date as in the new paragraph 5 (I). The final change is the
addition of a new Regulation, 200 (e), which specifically permits the owner of a LHD vehicle
registered in accordance with the Act to dispose of or transfer ownership of the vehicle.

“Anyone who is not familiar with the regulations and reads the wording of the proposed new paragraph
5 (1) in isolation may well gain the impression that it bans the use of LHD vehicles,” said Handfield —
Jones. “However, when all three changes are read alongside the original regulations they are intended
to modify or supplement, the intent becomes clear,” he added. “We have consulted with DoT
legislators on this issue and the AA’s opinion is that the amendment poses no threat to the ability of
owners of LHD vehicles to use, sell or license their vehicles,” he concluded.

For further details contact:

Rob Handfield — Jones (Head of Public Affairs: AASA)
Tel: 011 799 1779

Cell: 083 260 8663

E-mail: robh@aasa.co.za

Gary Ronald (Public Affairs Manager: AASA)

Tel: 011 799 1180

Cell: 083 386 6954

E-mail: gronald@aasa.co.za

Here now is our first letter from Saudi Arabia.

To old friends that I have left behind in Cape Town, | hope that you are having a great summer and
enjoying top down motoring in probably the most beautiful place in the whole world.

If one looks at any websites, particularly those of the U.S. government, one will be informed that
driving in Saudi Arabia is extremely hazardous with lane discipline non —existent, and so indeed it is.
They have truly draconian fines for being caught at high speed which includes compulsory
imprisonment for up to 48 hours but there is very little policing and even less chance of being trapped,
so a general lack of discipline and even lawlessness reigns supreme. In the morning traffic the three
lanes heading in one direction are occupied by five lines of cars with the outside lane often traveling at
speeds in excess of 160 km on the shoulder. | have found that the best way of dealing with this is to
tuck into the slower traffic in the middle lane and stay out of trouble.

In fact, as | had learned here before, as an expatriate it is best to stay as far as possible out of trouble
and therefore one adopts a defensive driving style. It is not compulsory to have car insurance or even
third party insurance and if you are involved in an accident the chances are that no matter what the
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circumstances, as an expatriate yet you will be found to be the cause of the accident. The judgment of
blame takes place within an hour or two of the accident at the local traffic police station where the
officers usually do not speak English at all. There is no formality of a court hearing. They know that
expats are usually covered by insurance as most of them drive cars provided by their companies and
therefore rule against you so that the local is not penalized- because your insurance will pay for his
damages. Heaven forbid that you should be involved in an accident in which a death is caused because
the family of the deceased will be permitted to determine how much “blood money” the guilty person
has to pay to compensate them for the death

Here you can see some of the worst excesses in U.S. automobile manufacture; hulking great slab- sided
SUV’s most of them with four wheel drive, although I could not see myself taking one of these huge
vehicles into desert sands. Large people carriers are extremely popular because of the fact that the
Saudis have one of the highest birth rates in the world and it is fairly common to find young families
with 5 or more children.
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The cost of petrol here is still the lowest in the world and has remained at a price that was slashed by
30% when the new King was inaugurated a couple of years ago. It is approximately 30 cents US per
litre, so there is little concern amongst drivers here for fuel economy.

Interestingly there is a current fashion here for custom paint jobs, particularly amongst sleeker and
more powerful cars. You know of course that the Constantia yuppies are reputed to have stick on mud
on their smart 4 WD vehicles- but they haven’t seen the ultimate. This is to have the front of your car
sprayed in a matt paint protective finish that looks like you have been speeding through the desert, with
the paint being applied even to the windscreen so that it looks as if the wipers had cleaned the screen of
the dust. | am attaching a picture of a Volvo with such a paint job for interest. | have even seen a Land
Cruiser with sea spray foam applied to it such as one might have seen when we had those storms
lashing the Atlantic seaboard a couple of months ago. | am told that it is to protect the paint job for
future resale.

I guess that most people know that women 8
are not allowed to drive in Saudi Arabia? £
Perhaps you don’t know that it is illegal §
for them to drive. There have been
instances of women being caught driving,
usually for some critical reasons such as a
husband who has had a heart attack and no
other way of getting him to the hospital,

women to drive, but the problems are
structural and deep rooted and | doubt it
will change in the near future. By the way,
women are not banned from driving because it is anti-Islamic; in the Prophet Muhammad’s time,
women rode their horses and camels. In other Islamic countries, including neighbouring Bahrain,
women don’t have to compromise their modest dress code to drive.

The problems surrounding the issue include the fact that no one but a husband or a father is allowed to
look upon the face of any woman above the age of puberty, so the very issuing of a driver’s license
with a photograph of the driver, and the verification of the license by a cop on the road creates an
enormous problem. It is also said that the major hesitation in allowing women to drive is the attitude of
men of this country. Many fear that men, especially the young, will harass or chase female drivers to
flirt and try to get to date them.

and having to face criminal charges. Over : A
the few years that | have been working -~ -
here | have seen a lot of pressure to allow - \"I‘ =i
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You might think this a little farfetched but there is such a lot of harassment of females who are not
accompanied by a male that in some of the bigger shopping malls they do not allow single males access
in the peak evening shopping hours on weekends.

It is certainly interesting to see the shift in the premiere motor sport events to the far and near East, with
the shifting of economic power, bringing many changes to the F1 calendar, with the burgeoning
Middle East a rising star. The first, of course, to host a Middle Eastern F1 GP race, was the
prosperous little Island kingdom of Bahrain with a state of the art F1 track, in 2004. In 2007 an official
signing ceremony was concluded by CEO of F 1 management Bernie Ecclestone for the Abu Dhabi F1
GP. Their first event is scheduled for November 2009. The track under construction is situated on a
2,550 hectare, natural leisure island, situated on the east coast of Abu Dhabi. A press release at the time
stated “ Spectators will enjoy high speed action played out on three distinct sections of the 5.6km
circuit, including high speed areas ending in tight overtaking turns, a street section and a marina
section. Each section of the circuit combines to deliver an unrivalled viewing experience.”

In Saudi Arabia, where | am working, there is much less interest in motorsport and even less in classic
cars than in the UAE, and particularly Dubai, with its very large proportion of wealthy locals. In fact if
you were in the market for a used Ferrari, Porsche or Maserati, the most cost effective deal can be
found in Dubai, where the wealthy owners and Royal family members change their luxury cars quite
regularly.

| was interested to see that in January there had been a classic motorcar show that formed part of the
UAE national Day celebrations. Motoring in the Gulf countries has always been dominated by the U.S.
and Japan with European vehicles rare, and the only British representation, Land Rover and the
occasional Jaguar. Here are in Saudi Arabia there are sufficient people at the bottom end of the income
scale driving old cars to see that in days gone by it was the big Chevs and Fords that got the large
families around after they decided to seek a more comfortable and capacious option than a camel. This
was notable, too, in the classic car show in Dubai where more than 150 restored classic vehicles lined
up in a recent 2-day Emirates Classic Car Festival, held in conjunction with the UAE National day
celebrations.

The cars were judged
manufacture. The
was a 1963 Porsche
1955 Porsche 356.

a 1920 Ford.

in eight Categories, according to year of
overall winner in the classic luxury class
with the run-up in the Pre 1960 class a

The winner in the Pre-War category was
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The Yank tanks did not have it all the own way, as the overall winner in the 1960-1969 Category was a
1968 Datsun, whilst a 1980 Datsun came 3" in the 1970-1979 Category.

Cheers

Dennis

The Swallow Doretti Search.

The photograph is of the hubcap badges referred to in Rene de Villiers article which appeared in the
December Sabrina.

At Zwartkops | got talking to Duncan Rabagliati of the Formula Junior Historic Racing Association.
During our discussion Duncan mentioned that he had owned several Swallow Doretti. When he heard
of our mystery car he became very interested and | am sending him the various Sabrina articles. I told
him that in this issue | was having these hubcap photos. Now says Duncan these badges are like hens
teeth & he would be very interested. So Rene contact Duncan on rabagliati@blueyonder.co.uk

Eric Fletcher

The Dove GTR 4
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Probably even more rare than either the Swallow Dorretti or Peerless is the Dove' GTR 4 with only 55
built between 1963.and (1968.?)

Incidentally the " is as near as | can get to and acute accent over the E of Dove since it was pronounced
Duvvaa & not Duvv.

Just another one of those unrecorded Triumph mysteries.

Even its provenance is unclear as to whether the venture was instigated by Triumph or by Thomas
Harrington of Hove.

Harrington’s were the Coachbuilding firm who had produced the GT version of the Sunbeam Alpine —
the Harrington Alpine and were perhaps looking to extending their marketing potential.

There is even a story that it was an original Triumph design to fill the gap left by the demise of the
Aston Martin DB3 but as usual Triumph had too much on their plate and so did a deal with Harrington
as builder and L F of Wimbledon an established Standard Triumph Dealer.

The body was essentially that of a TR4 with a modified fibreglass roof that swooped down at the rear.
This resulted in a 2+2 with a rear squab seat to accommodate children, but with only 685mm clearance
from squab to roof.



The lift up tailgate provided access to adequate boot space, with a lift up panel under which was a
comprehensive tool Kit.

To further its’ claim as a fast tourer a 15 gallon tank was installed.

With a balanced engine fitted with a gas flowed head and overdrive as standard it had a smoother drive
than a TR4 but strangely
was not reckoned to
perform better than a TR4.
This may have been the
result of revs being limited
to 5000 restricting its top
speed to 106mph. Again the
literature is contradictory in
that one reads of 0 to
60mph in 11.2 secs and 80
to 100mph in 16.5 secs
which compares favourably
with with the 4’s 25.4 secs.
Pricing may have been another factor in its demise since at £1250 it was expensive compared to the 4’s
just under £1000.

Another may be laid at the door of Rootes , producers of Sunbeam, who it is reputed persuaded
Harrington to stop production.

Once again the mystery deepens with the tale that a demonstrator was taken to Triumph where it caused
much interest (underlining the theory that it was a Harrington design with no input from Triumph)
resulting in a feasibility study being undertaken and serious thought given to a steel bodied production
model.

As seems to be normal within Triumph at that time the sales and marketing people decided that the
sales potential did not justify the tooling cost. How MG on the launch of the MGB GT must have been
delighted.

Thus the Dove' came to an end.

In opening | quote 55 probable cars running from 1963 to 68 with a question mark. The question mark
results from there having been three or four built on TR4A chassis and one rumoured to have been built
on a TR5 chassis, now that would have been something.

Thanks are due to the TR Register’s Steve Dival and to Bill Piggott ( Triumph TR)
Eric Fletcher



TR7 & TR8 BADGES & DECALS Parti

The following series of articles was originally compiled by lan Tinsey of the TR Drivers Club & is
reproduced with kind permission by the TR 8 Registrar Rex Holford & the TR Drivers Club Editor
Val McMillan. — Ed.

As per the TR250 bonnet stripes no dimensional data is available fro Triumph records. As usual as if to
confuse us further the original decals are no longer available. These were on separate backing sheets
that allowed for simple positioning. The reproduction decals are on single sheets and cannot be
positioned without dimensional data.

The dimensions detailed in this series were obtained from measurements taken from original cars.

TR7 & TR8 Badging Details

We start by investigating the fitting & positioning of decals as were fitted to the TR7. Throughout
production of the TR7, in 3 factories there were 3 main decal badge designs which I will describe as:-
1. Speke
2. Canley
3. Solihull
1. Speke
A nose decal stating TR7 & a boot lid decal of TRIUMPH TR7.on its’ right.
The TRIUMPH letters were condensed on black bar with Silver letters. Both the boot lid and nose
decal letters of TR7 were hollowed out in concave fashion. The TR7 on the boot being smaller
than that on the nose and placed on the right hand side.
Some very early cars a small square blue Leyland badge was fitted to the lower rear corner of the
front wings.

2. Canley
A nose decal stating TRIUMPH surrounded by a laurel wreath design.
Again the boot Lid has Triumph on the left & TR7 on the right. However all letters and numbers
are in a solid font gone is the hollowed out feature.
3. Solihull
A round enameled badge on the nose. Boot lid decals are as for the  Canley cars. A badge stating
2.0 litre is fitted to the rear edge of the front wings.
Since the accurate position of decals was never documented all measurements were taken from known
cars with original badges.



Although I show accurate measurements the body panels may differ slightly, so don’t worry if yours is
not exactly the same. Once you have located the position stand back and inspect from a distance, a
slight adjustment may make it look better.

NOSE PANEL DECALS.
The first thing that you have to do is to find the centre of the raised middle part of the panel. For this
you will nee some masking tape, a pencil, and a straight edge or batten. It goes without saying to take
care not to damage the paint.

Figure 1.

Measure from the seam between the front wing and nose panel. At the top nearest to the
bonnet measure in from the seam 38.5cm and at the lower edge 40.0cm. Stick squares of masking tape
in these positions and remeasure as per above
and mark the points with the pencil. We will
call these points A & B. We should now have
Al & A2 top & B1 B2 at bottom.

Figure 2.

Now place a square of masking
tape approximately in the centre of the nose o0~
panel and using the straight edge diagonal

Fig 1. A + B Locations

from Al to B2 mark where the line crosses the centre.
Repeat this from A2 to Bland where the cross marks the
precise centre P.

Use this point for reference only.

Fig 2. Centre point

Figure 3.
Now you have the centre point you need the centre vertical line. The mid point between
Al & A2 is at 29.5cm mark this point with a square of masking tape. Repeat this with B1 & B2 at
26.7cm. Now remeasure and mark the centre points say C1 & C2. The line connecting these is the
centre vertical line & if correct should pass through the |

’
centre point P. \4—29.5»T<—29,5-—l
Fig 3. € + C Location

|¢26,7~>|<,25 7,,,|



Figure 4.

We now need the horizontal line so measure 18.4cm fro Al towards B1 & from A2 towards B2 and
place squares of masking tape and repeat measurement and mark pointD1 & D2. The horizontal line
between them should pass through the centre point P

Figure 5.
You can remove the square of masking tape from point P as this is position needed for the
Decal.
Decal Location Figure 6.

The decal mount consists of
a top sticky sheet on top of a second sheet of thin card. The decal transfer is sandwiched between these
and should be stuck to the top sheet. If the decal
mount is old or has been stored badly the transfer TR7 Design
can become detached from the top sheet. Do not Decal showing

t
attempt to fit it in this condition. T/ /,Z Z ? ;i':':of;t:ml
Now draw a centre vertical line & centre R R 2% £ o (i
f
[

horizontal line on top of the decal mount sheet. As bridge of R
you can see with the Speke TR7 decal the centre
vertical line is drawn through the R as shown and the centre horizontal line crosses the bridge of the R
as shown. Note that this is not the centre of the decal mount but is the correct centre on which to align
on the car.

Figure 7.

We are now focusing on the Canley Laurel Wreath where the centre vertical line is drawn
through the middle of the top & bottom gaps of the wreath as shown.

Note that on original decals this line cuts
through the leading edge of the M , while on
reproductions it passes Laurel Besign cleanly between the U & the
M Decal showing

) . centre point and ]
The centre horizontal B horizontal line line should pass through the
letters as shown at which is 1.2cm 1.20cm above their base.
from base of
letters
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Now to mount your decal of either type, place it and its mount on the nose panel . Align the vertical
and horizontal that you have drawn on the decal mount to those on the nose panel. This is the exact
position for the decal. Hold this on the panel by each corner with squares of masking tape. Stand well
back & inspect the alignment and if necessary make any slight adjustments.
Some people maintain that by using water on the panel it makes fixing decals easier. In my experience |
have not found this to be the case, since getting water to stay on a newly painted panel & with the
TR7’s rake is not easy. I prefer to have a clean & warm panel.
To maintain the position of the decal, fit lengths of masking tape alongside the bottom & sides of the
decal mount. This allows you to remove the decal mount from the panel & not lose still its position.
Attach masking tape across the top edge of the decal mount top sheet. It should be at least 1.0cm onto
the sheet with the rest of the tape width used to hold it on the panel.
Fold the under sheet of the decal mount back at the top by 1.0cm just before the decal transfer and
reposition the decal & its mount on the nose panel in the position delineated by the previously placed
masking tape. Stick down the masking tape across the top edge of the mount sheet onto the panel. You
can now peel back the backing sheet of the mount about half way up. Hold the top sheet up & pivot on
the top fixing tape.
Using a soft cloth, gently start to wipe the decal sticky top sheet onto the panel. Take great care to keep
the decal free of trapped air so go slowly.
As you get to halfway carefully remove the remainder of the backing sheet. Keeping the top sheet high
slowly wipe the remainder of it onto the panel. Continue wiping until you are sure that it sticks to the
panel.
Only when you are sure that it is firmly stuck to the panel, gently start peeling off the top sheet. It is
good policy to continue wiping the top sheet just before lifting off the transfer.
Having removed the top sheet & the decal is fitted remove all the masking tape squares.
Figure 8.
In order to fit the Solihull Enamel nose badge you need to mark out the centre vertical & horizontal
lines of the panel as for the Speke & Canley cars. You will need some thin card measuring 40x60cms,a
drawing compass and a pair of sharp scissors.
Draw a centre vertical line on the card by measuring 30cm
Enamel Badge o gach of the longest sides. Measure down 18.4 cms and
;’;‘i’r‘:;";ﬁ;e""e draw a horizontal line. These lines will line up with the
" herizontal line  Vertical & horizontal lines on the cars centre panel.

through centre
of letters




The exact centre of the badge is 6cm below the panels horizontal line. On the cards vertical centre line
measure 6.0cm down fro the horizontal line & mark this point. Using this point as centre and with the
compasses set at 4.50cm radius draw a circle on the card. Now draw a horizontal line parallel with the
cards original horizontal line. This second horizontal line should pass through the centre line of the
circle and extend right across the car. Cut the circle from the card using sharp scissors.

Fix the card to the panel using marking tape after aligning its horizontal & vertical lines with those on
the cars panel. The hole in the card is the position of the badge.

As you will only get one chance to get this right | advise that you put the masking tape with the vertical
& horizontal lines on the badge.

Now try the badge in the hole to check alignment before removing the backing paper. When happy peel
off the backing paper and tip the badge slightly to align it top vertical mark & only then roll it down
into the hole.

Press it down firmly and remove all masking tape.

Note how surprisingly low this badge is sited compare to other models.

Figure 9.
} <ol

L=l

Solihull Enamel Badge card fitting.

lan Tinsey

I will continue this series in the June Sabrina with the placement of the side & boot badges and
decals on the TR7 - ED

THE HISTORY OF TRIUMPH -part:

by Bill Rothermel

The name Triumph conjures up visions of the quintessential British sports car. Names like Southern
Cross, Spitfire, and the ubiquitous TR-series are the very definition of the classic open-top roadster.
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Triumph, as a company, was actually formed in 1887 by German, Siegfried Bettmann who had moved
to Coventry, England, from his native country just four years earlier (at age 23).

With the help of capital from the White Sewing Machine Company, he began by selling bicycles and
within two years he was marketing his own product. Needing a simple and easily-recognisable name
for the company, he chose the Triumph Cycle Company. The company produced its first motorcycle in
1902 and set up an affiliate company in Germany the year following to produce motorcycles there.
Motorcycle production ran at a rate of 20 per week, a number that rose to 60 by 1909.

By 1913, Bettmann had become so involved in the business and cultural life of Coventry, he became
the Mayor of the City for one year; quite odd considering his German ancestry and the approaching
World War. Despite the interruption of everyday life caused by war, Bettmann succeeded in convincing
Colonel Claude Holbrook of the British War Office to select Triumphs as the “motorcycle of choice”
for the British military.

After the war, Colonel Holbrook joined the Triumph company as General Manager, with the goal of
getting the company to produce a motor car. Triumph produced its first car in 1923, the 10/21 available
in both saloon and two-seat roadster configurations. One year later the car was joined by a larger-
engine version, the 13/35. It was the first British car to be built with hydraulic brakes all-around (Ford
did not use hydraulic brakes until 1939 and Jaguar until 1949)! The replacement car, the 15/50 was
introduced in 1926; two years later renamed the Light 15, the final being built in 1930.

Triumph’s first real foray into the highly-competitive “light car” market began with the Super Seven in
1927. Despite offering more features, style, power, and equipment (at a higher price) than its
competitors from Austin and Morris, production remained low due to its higher cost and Triumph’s
lack of financial reserves. The Super Seven garnered its share of fans and attracted a following of
enthusiasts who raced and rallied the cars throughout Europe, Australia and the United States. One of
those was Donald Healey, who began his career in 1929 with great success in European and British
rallies.

After six years of production, the Super Seven was upgraded to a higher specification and renamed the
Super Eight. The Super Eights were also renowned rally racers providing excellent publicity for the
marque, later still improved to Super Nine and Super Ten status.

All this success led Triumph to build a factory-bodied two-seat sports car known as the Southern Cross
starting in 1932. One year later, the four-seat Gloria chassis with four-and six-cylinder variants began
production.

Then came the Gloria Monte Carlo, a high-performance tourer and Gloria Vitesse and Southern Cross
Vitesse (French for speed) versions. The six-cylinder Scorpion and larger-bodied Twelve/Six were also
introduced during the 1930's, although neither amounted to sales successes for Triumph.

Donald Healey was hired as chief engineer in 1935. While continuing to drive existing Triumph models
in competition, he conceived the Dolomite. It was a supercharged, twin-cam lightweight sports car
based on an Alfa Romeo design (with Alfa’s permission) capable of 110 miles per hour. The car raced
in the 1935 Monte Carlo Rally but met an untimely death in a train collision, leaving Healey and his
navigator unhurt. The project was cancelled later that year due to lack of funds after three prototypes
and just six engines had been built.

By 1936, Triumph was making over a dozen different models, yet production remained around 2,000
units a year. Financially things were not going well for Triumph. The model line was relaunched in
1937 with a new model range including a 1.5 litre Gloria, a Gloria-derived Vitesse, the Continental,
and an exotically styled Dolomite featuring a unique and controversial “waterfall” grille. Two years
later Triumph tried to reach the mass market with the new Twelve, but World War Il intervened never
allowing the car to get a start in the marketplace. Management had sold the profitable motorcycle and
bicycle businesses to raise cash for the struggling automobile side of the company. Unfortunately the
company went bankrupt, was put in the hands of receivers, and the assets sold. A 1940 German raid on
Coventry, England, destroyed most of buildings

of the car company, leaving little more than the name of the marque to survive.
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In October 1944 the remaining assets of the company and the Triumph name were purchased by the
Standard Motor Company. Chairman and Managing Director Sir John Black wanted to add a sporting
line of cars to Standard’s successful, but rather conservative family cars. Thus, the Standard-Triumph
Motor Company, Ltd. was born. The first Standard-Triumphs were announced in 1946, the 1800
Saloon and Roadster. Neither car was a sales success and they were criticized for a lack of power. With
the introduction of a new model in 1948, the Vanguard, things were about to change. Power was
provided by a newly updated 2-litre engine that became the basis for Triumphs to come. The same
powerplant also supplied motivation for Massey-Ferguson farm tractors through 1959 in an
arrangement whereby Standard produced them in their Banner Lane factory outside Coventry. This
helped provide much needed cash for Standard-Triumph car projects and to help launch Triumph’s
assault on the United States market.

To be continued

Coming Events

Sabrina is published every 3 months so let’s be having your important calendar dates showing your
planned events between this Sabrina & the next.

This way members across the country may find a way to join your evening instead of as is the case now
of saying gee if I had known of that event I could have been there.

Understandably it calls for forward planning but it will also inform your own members of your own
activities .

April 5 Angela’s Picnic Johannesburg
April 25-27 Graskop Weekend  Pretoria

April 25-27 Memel Weekend Johannesburg
April 25-27 EL&PE Weekend to Plett

April ? 2 hr MG/Triumph Race East London **

May 17 Cars in the Park Pietermaritzburg
May 29 Safari Run East London
June 21 Driving test at East London GP Circuit

** No not really but a slotcar race!
Interestingly many Regions are planning their Sunday events to avoid clashing with F1 races.

Alternative Regional Contacts

Border Nan Turner 043 748 3036 or 0833251768
nanturner@webmail.co.za

KZN Philip de Kock 031 266 8873 or 082 777 0001

Johannesburg Rhys Collins 011 686 5515 or 011 686 5515 (fax)
Rcolli27@csc.com

Port Elizabeth Bob Pretorius 041 585 8752 or 041 585 8752 (fax)
bob.pretorius@gmail.com

Pretoria Engela van Vuuren 012 664 2623 or 084 603 6819

The opinions expressed are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the views of the
Editor or the committee of the
Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa nor do they necessarily reflect club policy
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