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If the front cover is

Christmas in the

~ Alps, then this must

be Christmas in

. Finland where snow
or no snow they all

know how to drive.

This must therefore be
Christmas in England since
they have no idea what to do
in the snow!

Now where can this be ?

With such a light snowfall
. maybe they have been hard at
work with the snowplough.

Can’t guess! then go to page 22
and find the 4th word on
line 10.
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Well 2008 is almost gone and what a year with Maselspoort, the Olympic Games, the financial crisis,
the UK got a new PM, we got a new President and so did the USA, (at last we beat them, they are on
their first & we are on our third) and most regions got new committee members.

Still 2009 should be a better year and since everything else is changing | am following suit and
proposing some maybe drastic changes to Sabrina mainly to do with the Regions.

| have found after getting the opinions of other members that Regional reports tend not to be read since
they are, forgive me, essentially parochial. Their contents read more like the regional newsletter.
Strangely on reading the Regional newsletters | find that they contain items that belong in Sabrina. In
September was the Swallow Dorretti item & in this issue you will find a couple of others (The authors
will know to whom I refer).

What is disturbing is that they were not sent as items to me for inclusion in Sabrina I either have to
hack them out of the regional newsletter or re-type.

Please let me have your articles, if you think something is important enough for the locals to read in
your newsletter why not share it with us all.

I have now started to receive the overseas clubs newsletters/magazines and what interesting reading
they make.

They all complain about the price of petrol, the weather and how to attract more members, but there the
similarities end. The TR Drivers Club, for example has a young peoples section that relates the
activities organised for the youngsters, it even has letters from 5 year olds.

However what is also of note is how they use their cars, we say that our fuel is too
expensive and our distances too great. Then try over R15 to the litre and see how
many Triumphs went from the UK to the Classic Le Mans in France.

How about joining next years .4 Triumph run from John o Groats to Lands End, only
1500miles and they still have to get to the start and home from the finish.

Why can’t we start thinking about inter regional weekends for example let
Bloemfontein come to Pretoria o for a long weekend, | am sure that we can all find a
spare bed somewhere.

So lets have less about what you have done in the past 3 months, and more about the planned runs.

To this end you will come across in this issue a table of future events up to the March issue of Sabrina.

It is all well and good telling us that Fred broke his big toe, but who on earth is Ted? Presumably he is
known in his home region and to regular attendees for the last 30years, but to the rest of us?

Therefore | Nationals believe that we should see in every issue a photo of one or two of your members
with a brief note as to their job (if any) and their Triumph. In this way we enlarge the family and all get
to know one another better.

With the Regional AGM’s falling due I have asked all Chairmen to send me a Group Photo of their
new committee, as starters.

Thus in this issue you will see that | have already embarked on this method of increasing
communication between us all

Here’s to a great 2009, which is already marked down in my life as an important year, the reason of
which I will share with you in September and | hope that it is equally tremendous for you, your families
and of course your Triumph. I cannot close off the year without saying a big thank you to all those who
made my first year in the Editors chair easier by submit your contributions, criticisms and
encouragement. Please keep it up in the New Year.

Editor

Chairman’s Chat

And then another year has absolutely flown by, can you believe it.
The one day we were still looking forward to the Maselspoort national gathering and the next...
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This is also the time of the year when you start reflecting on the past year and re-think what your “new
years” resolutions were and also whether you achieved any of them. You also start thinking of the next
year and what you would like to achieve in 2009 and longer term in 2010 and so on.

Having thought about my own aspirations, like getting my TR3a completed, | also gave the Triumph
Sports Car Club matters some thought. One of the issues that are of concern to all of us and something
that we have spoken about for quite a number of years is the decline in membership. | know that most
classic car clubs are grappling with the same issue, but then, we are a sports car club and we have some
rather nice and the best, lovely, sporty, desirable, sexy powerful cars in a range of different models
from the TR's to the Spitfires, Heralds, Stags, Saloons, classics, racing and the list continues.

There are still a number of Triumphs on our roads that we are not aware of and their owners don’t even
know that the TSCC exists.

There are a number of ways that any club can increase its membership.

I also know that not everyone wants to belong to a car club, but what is of concern to me is that we get
a number of new members joining the club and then become inactive after a couple of months. Why is
this happening? | have had several discussions with my father-in-law Nicky and also Jamie about this
and am trying to make some plans that we try to turn the tide.

A very important factor in every club’s lifecycle is the retention of its members and obviously the
recruitment and joining of new members. Here are some ideas to increase your membership:

e Before launching any new member campaign, improve the quality of your meetings. Getting
visitors is easy! Impressing guests enough so that they come back...now that's the challenge!

e Appoint a membership secretary to look after your members, especially the new ones!! The
membership secretary should meet your regular members and guests at the door and introduce
the guests to the other members. Give the guest a Triumph name tag and wear yours, it makes
the experience more personal.

e It has been estimated that up to 80% of all club visitors find a club to visit through the Internet.
Update your website regularly and keep it current.

e Put your web site address on everything promotional that you do and very important, update
your website regularly!!

e Provide a member's name (typically the membership secretary), e-mail and phone number on
your web site and encourage visitors to contact him or her with any questions.

e Ask your club manager to arrive at least 30 minutes before each meeting. Guests typically show
up 15 to 20 minutes early. If no one is there, they might think the meeting was canceled.

e Ask your membership secretary (and other members!) to always be on the lookout for visitors
and that they should always be prepared to drop everything to greet the guest.

e Educate the club members on how important it is that everyone shakes hands with the guest at
the meeting. This makes the visitor feel welcome and comfortable.

e What many people do not realize is that even the large clubs can run into trouble with
membership. Usually, a dip in membership is the result of poor leadership in the club and a
decline in meeting quality. Make sure you have a good product before trying to get others to
buy into it.

e Give your regular members a discount on membership fees if they pay early.

e Make sure you take care of the spouses and have a program for them as well.

Great Ideas for Finding New Members

These ideas for finding new members are not in any particular order. Take a
moment to think about each one, and choose those that you think will work for
your centre, adapting them as you wish. We hope that they will help your club
grow and become strong!

This is not rocket science and everyone in the club should seize an opportunity to invite
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a prospective member and make them feel welcome. Let’s have a serious go at trying to attract and
retain members for our club.

Suzette and I would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a very prosperous and successful 2009.
May all your wishes come true and may you have lots of fun with your Triumph and interaction with
your fellow club members.

Please drive safely and enjoy your well deserved rest and get home energized and motivated to get
stuck in to the rest of the year and implement some of the ideas above!!

Triumphant Regards
Gerhard P. Vorster

2009 Subscriptions

Please ensure that the Treasurer (Judy Harris) has received all 2009 subs by Feb 1 2009

Registrars Report

| have not yet published a report on the Triumph Heralds and Vitesse's in the current register.
Surprisingly there are relatively few cars recorded despite the fact that at least one model, the
Herald 1200, was assembled in South Africa in the sixties.

Unfortunately a number of owners simply wrote “Herald” when they completed the register
form without indicating the model version. They may perhaps not have been aware of the
specific model variation believing that a Herald is a Herald, is a Herald!

At least six different Herald models appeared between the production years from 1959 to 1971.
While not all of them were on sale in South Africa some of the “‘unusual’ (for us at least)
variations made it to our shores thanks to imports as well as cars accompanying immigrants
some forty odd years ago. | was fortunately able to determine their model type thanks to the
prefixes used in their commission and engine numbers.

As a prelude to the Herald and Vitesse's register to be published in the next issue of Sabrina and
as a guide to our members that will hopefully be found useful, I am publishing a table
containing the various prefixes used in the commission and engine numbers. Please use these to
identify and date the real model type of your Herald or Vitesse. By using it you will also be able
to check if your car is still fitted with the correct engine for the specific model.

HERALD VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION PREFIXES

Model Years Comm Engine
No No

948 & 1959 G G

‘S’ 1964

948 1959 GY Y

TC 1961

Saloon

948 1959 Y Y

Coupe 1961

&

Conv

1200 1961 GA GA/GD
1967

1200 1961 GB GB/GD

Export 1967

13/60 1967 GE GE/GK

viii




| 1971

VITESSE IDENTIFICATION PREFIXES

Model Years Comm Engine
No No

Vitesse 1962 HB HB

6 1966

2 Litre 1966 HC HC

Mk1 1968

2 Litre 1967 HC50001 HC50001

Mk2 1971 on on

Until next time | am saying cheers vir eers!

Nols Pienaar

TSCC of SA Registrar

National Gathering - 2010

There’s something about the sound of that — National Gathering 2010 — it rolls off the tongue so easily.
Obviously initiated by our bigger brother — World Cup 2010. But we’ll show them a thing or two when
the time comes. At least our venue will be finished by then!

We have searched a number of venues and have chosen the best one given the present circumstances.
Size of venue, cost of accommodation, places of interest, and the general economic situation we find
ourselves in have led us to the choice we made. I'm happy to see that the price of petroleum is falling
dramatically and | hope this holds out until 2010, but at the moment, travel is still expensive. All in all |
think our centre has chosen the best venue for the Nationals — which is Drakensville Resort in the
Drakensburg.

For those of you scurrying around to find it on a map, you’ll find it at the foot of the Oliviershoek Pass
on the road between Harrismith and Bergville in Natal. Distances from Durban and
Johannesburg/Pretoria are not too great — about 300 km, and from Border/PE about twice that.

The Cape Town members will have to unfortunately travel a far distance — about 1250km, but that’s the
price they pay for living in the best part of South Africa. Sorry guys, but we will see how we can help
with sponsorships.

Accommodation is plentiful and reasonably priced — we give the following as an indication of what it
may cost as no one can confirm accommodation costs for 18 months’ time —

2- sleeper chalets - R 580 per chalet per night
6-sleeper chalets - R 1 050 per chalet per night
6-sleepr luxury chalets — R 1 280 per chalet per night



Some 2-sleepers have a double bed while others have two single beds. The 6-sleeper has three
bedrooms with one double bed in one and single beds in the other two. Only one bathroom though. We
have to book for 4 night. The units are all self-catering and there is a restaurant and shop at the resort.

The dates for the Nationals will be from Friday 23 April — Tuesday 27" April 2010. This is a long
week-end but you will have to take the Friday off work in order to travel to the venue. The welcoming
braai will take place on Friday evening. The dinner-dance will happen on Monday evening 26" April,
which will give you the public holiday on Tuesday 27" to travel home.

That then is about as far as we got. From here on the hard work starts. We have a great committee
committed to making a great event of it. More about that later.

- Regards from the ‘Berg and the Jo’burg
Centre.

IS

Regional Reports

Bloemfontein

Well the year has passed and the last edition of Sabrina for 2008 is soon to be printed. Christmas is a
few weeks away, and 2009 looms large!

It has been a successful year for Bloem (Central). With the Nationals held here at Maseslpoort our
members got fired up, and we had almost 100% of our members taking part. The results for the Bloem
club were also very good. Hennie vd Walt taking top honours in Etat with his magnificent Spitfire
1500, two golds, one for Hennie and one for Bill James’ Chicane. Two silvers for Adrian Treyvellan’s
Chicane and one for Piet Smit’s Vitesse, a bronze for Eleanor Fourie’s Spitfire MK4, and also a driving
award for Adrian. We also won the “best percentage per centre” award. Our biggest and most



important gain though, is two new members, Barrie le Roux (TR6 & Chicane) and Stuart Bowen (TR2)
which is still to be brought from the UK! Well done team! Come on the next Nationals!

Enough bragging now. Eric, thanks for two superb editions of Sabrina, also for your email of the 21%
October. Unfortunately we are only holding our AGM on Saturday the 15" November so we will have
to delay until March Sabrina. | promise to email you your requests in plenty of time.

Our breakfast run on the 7 September was attended by five Triumphs, a 1954 Bentley, a Saab 900 and
two mountain bikes. After breakfast we went for a run through Glen (not the bikes) and back to town.
Some of us were stopped by the provincial cops on the way back, and after ten minutes of trying to
fault my car, they eventually fined me R500 for not having a cheetah on my number plates

This Saturday we will be visiting Theo Coetzee, who has a nice collection of cars and also a world
renowned collection of scale cars, after which we will go to Hennie vd Walt’s house for our AGM, and
thereafter our year end get together.

That’s all for now. If you are going away, travel safely. Have a blessed Christmas and New Year.

God Bless

Alan
Border

This is probably going to be one of my shortest reports as we have only had two events since the last
Sabrina. Our September run was a visit to the Hood Point Lighthouse.

We met at the Nahoon river picnic spot for Champers and orange juice. That to get the juices flowing,
so to speak. This followed by a slow drive in convoy to the Westbank area and on to Hoodpoint
Lighthouse.

The lighthouse is set in a park like setting at the “dead centre”’of

Westbank (graveyard) with neatly trimmed lawns. All the structures are in good condition and neatly
painted, the only colour being white. (Never seen a pink lighthouse). This was brought into operation in
1895. The focal plane is at 55 meters above sea level and the light is visible for 31 sea miles (approx.
55 kilometers). The sequential flash code is 4 flashes every 40 seconds. Enough on specifications! We
were given a tour of the facilities, offices and standby generator room.

What a place to work, with a magnificent sea view and the continuous
sound of the waves crashing on the rocks below. | am certainly envious
of Stevie’s working conditions and really appreciate him giving of his
Sunday time, to give us the guided tour. Those who wanted could climb
the lighthouse and view the workings in groups of 4 or 5 people.

The concrete structure is 19 meters tall and has a prefabricated
section on top, which houses the light and all the workings. From this
level there is a viewing platform to walk out on and runs almost the full
circumference. | suppose to clean the windows and not really for the view. With most vessels being
fitted with Global Positioning Systems and automation, the future of lighthouses looks bleak.
Originally three keepers manned Hoodpoint. This has now been reduced to one and the other homes on
the property are used as B&B’s.

After our tour we proceeded to drive along the old Prince George Circuit and back to East London to
a Chinese restaurant where we all partook of a great lunch, something a little different for a change.
Thank you Les for doing all the organizing and planning. We had a great day.

The October event was our 2008 concours. This was started with coffee and buns at Nahoon River,
followed by a drive out to Glen Eden. Here Geoff had set up a tent with tables and chairs and with braai
fires organized.

There were only 7 cars entered. We used a shortened version of the judging sheet and this was all over
and done with in record time. We will use the national sheet in the year that we have our nationals or
rather our club concours before nationals, in order to be more strict and relative. We moved on to
giving our meat a tan and having a couple of drinks.
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Our day was rounded off with our usual Triumph Club Dom Pedro’s. Thanks Geoff for a superb venue
and laying on all the facilities for us. We really appreciate all your efforts.

This month is our annual Amatola Run. Here we have in excess of 120 cars participating in a drive to
Stutterheim area where we have a steak lunch.
This event brings out cars that are otherwise almost never seen. We look forward to this 19" Amatola
Run, started by Frikkie Viljoen and some others.

Wishing you all a merry Christmas and a Triumphant new year.

From the Border chair,
Hans

P.S. Smile zone
Did you hear the one about the guy who invented an alternative to the doorknocker? He won the No
Bell Prize.

Cape Town

At last the long rainy Cape Town winter seems to be over & summer is hopefully here.
We have two sad things to report, firstly one of our founder members Chris Schultz, is ill and is at the
Frail Care Brown & Annie Lawrence Home in Pinelands. Our thoughts & prayers are with him.
Secondly Dennis & Jo Cook are off to the desert again but we hope to have them back before the 2010
Nationals.

Tim & Eileen Cruise came home safely & poorer from their trip to the UK & the TR Register’s
Malvern meet.

On the restoration front Geoff Coombes has Willem Cool’s 3-wheeled TR4 and hopefully it will be
back on the road soon.
Wet weather flooded the indoor go-kart track causing the cancellation of our annual racing against the
MG Club.
Our farewell to Dennis & Jo formed the centrepiece of our September
Noggin, with them providing superb eats.

~Although he will be sorely missed | am sure that he will enthrall us with
his “Delirious in the Desert” letters.

If he thinks that he is getting away scot-free he can forget it. One of the

awards at our November AGM is the dipstick of the year, annually awarded to he who made the

biggest boo boo’s.

Dennis did it twice by going on two occasions to the wrong Noggin venue, going to the Engen on the

N2 instead of the N1.

The annual Hermanus Wheels Show was well attended at the end of September with 3 TR6, 2 TR7, 3

Spitfires, a GT6 & a TR7 V8, even the whales put on a show.

Other motoring memorabilia included a beautiful 1949 Jag, a Peugeot 202 Bakkie & a couple of early

model VW campers.

The drive back with tops down took us via Kleinmond, Betty’s Bay & Gordon’s Bay with very little

other traffic to spoil the fun.

Once again we have postponed the Pride of Ownership competition to take advantage of the good

weather to visit the Worcester Wheels Show and have a weekend away at a self-catering guesthouse in

Robertson. An early start from Grabouw saw us arrive at the Klein Plasie show grounds at around

0900hrs.

Again a good Triumph display similar to that at Hermanus, this show aids the Pioneer School for the

Blind.

Then off to the Good Hope Guest Farm via a dusty dirt road and then to laager around a huge fire,

made by Neil, around which our meal was taken. This continued late into the night resulting in late

sleep in on Sunday except for Gerhard & Suzette who went for a long mountain walk. That night we
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had another great Braai & most left on Monday morning after a wonderful weekend. It is hoped that
this becomes an annual event, our thanks to Jenny for arranging the accommodation.

The British Sports Car Tour was on Sunday 16" November taking us via Malmesbury & Botha’s Pass
to the little village of Riebeek Kasteel for a buffet lunch.

A big warm welcome to our new member Laurie Gleason & his TR7 DHC. (What about a
photograph? ED)

Our AGM was held on November19th and the Christmas Spit Braai on the 29", the busy November
was waved off by Santa arriving in a Triumph.

Drive carefully over the festive season particularly at Robots and so from Cape Town may we wish all
fellow Triumph owners and their families all the best for Christmas and the New Year.

Yours in Triumph.
Margaret Young

There you see a weekend away and some innovative events, good on you Cape Town , but how about
some photo’s to put with the names.

Further in this issue you can read more about Chris Schultz, Jack Cramp & a detailed account of
Tim & Eileen Cruise’s trip.

Editor

Johannesburg

Greetings from a wet Johannesburg!! It’s been raining for a week I could swear I’m in the Cape!! Sorry
guys down there — but let’s admit it — we do have the better weather up here — most of the time!

This year has come to an end. A very busy end for us. We’ve had some great events in the past few
months and some real great noggins’ too. Now lets see... we ended our last report-back with a wine-
tasting noggin, which was a tremendous evening. We’re still trying to get the wine out of Kirsten who
had a spot of difficulty getting a word in between our noisy behaviour. Not surprising. So | start this
report with the next noggin’ — oh yes, the whiskey tasting. Also real great. We treated the stuff with lots
more respect so the night was less noisy than before. Maybe it had something to do with the way our
host was chucking ice around the place — not approving of “Scotch-on-the-rocks”!

The September event was organised as a route-find by Dave and Judy Harris. This is the second time
they’ve done it through the East Rand and it was great fun. Jo’burg jollers came out in droves and we
took 1%, 2" and 4" positions. Judy and Dave went to town in organising great prizes. Thanks you lot —
we’ll be there again next year!

Chris Gibbons arranged the October event and we went for a brunch at the Wickers Riverside Estate in
Magaliesburg. Always great to get out there. The Magaliesburg to us are akin to your “Hottentots-
Holland’s”, or your “Drakensburg” — with a slight stretch of our imagination. In November Harry
Fairley arranged a picnic lunch at the Military War Museum in Jo’burg. We’ve had two concourse
events here before but that was a long time ago. We visited the museum and then enjoyed a picnic
basket full of food, and a braai for those wanting hot food. Great event — thanks Harry. The idea of a
different member organising an event during the year is working well.

The October noggin was our AGM. The usual club matters were reported on and all in all, things are
hunky-dory (is that how you spell it?) in Jo’burg. Thanks to the injection of funds from sales of spares
our bank account is looking healthy.

\ We need this as we embark on the organisation for the next National Gathering.
j This was also reported on and various venues were presented to the members as
“— possible ones for the Nationals. And so ..... it was agreed to have the next national
gathering in the .......
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...... Drakensburg!! Read a bit more about this elsewhere in this issue.

The new committee for the forthcoming year was also chosen and — surprise!!! - it remains the same as
before! A slight difference though — Quentin Mildren wanted out if someone else could be found.
Beverley Moranduzzo heard of our plight the next day and so volunteered to replace him as our
treasurer. Nice to have a lady on our committee for a change. | must say — it makes a difference.
Thanks Bev, and thanks Quentin for the sterling work you’ve done for us in the past.

Not forgetting the remaining members of the gang — Chris Gibbons as vice-chairman, Eddie Steele as
secretary, Mike Gilchrist handling the regalia and Cliff Turnbull going great guns with our newsletter.
John Crowther distributes our newsletter and flyers. Thanks all you guys. Some day someone up there
is going to look down on the days when you put so much effort for the Triumph Club. I’'m sure that will
score lots of points!

We are also grateful to Rene de Villiers who goes to a lot of effort in getting the spares for our
members. We know how much work this entails. At the BGM at the last Nationals, it was decided that
the spares portfolio would be run under the umbrella of the National Body, with Rene reporting to the
National Committee and the BGM.

So regretfully for us, Rene will not form part of our committee. Thanks for all your efforts Rene, and
also a big thank you to John Roets who also puts in a lot of work helping you.

At the November noggin’ Alan Grant presented a slide show of his recent trip to Belgium. His son
Stuart was invited to drive in the famous 6 hour endurance race at Spa Francorchamps racing circuit.
Unfortunately not in a Triumph but in an mce. Still a great achievement and Alan did wear our Triumph
regalia quite proudly. Out of 96 starters Stuart came in 14" overall and 6" in class !!! Now that’s not
bad and congratulations to father and son Grant. It was a great slide show and noggin’.

By the time you read this we will have had our end-of-year lunch. We preferred having a Sunday lunch
this year instead of a dinner. Much less formal — kids can join
in, and the weather is great for it. Chris Ferreira and his
band will be entertaining us with his jazz | ensemble so we
are really looking forward to it.

Christmas and a
your holidays

To all of you Triumphists — have a Merry
very Happy New Year. Enjoy it and enjoy
too. Drive safely and God bless you all!

Gino

KZIN

The Graham Cheetham Memorial Breakfast Run 17 August 2008

It’s early Sunday morning when we arrived at the Oasis BP service station on route to Pietermaritzburg
with low clouds looming. People were standing outside the restaurant with a warm cup of coffee
enjoying the sight of the arrival of British sports cars from all over the Durban and
Pietermaritzburg area. With me was Brian Kelly and we received many compliments
on arriving because we drove my TR7 with the top down. Unfortunately it started to
drizzle so | had no choice but to put the top on.
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Just when you think that all runs are more or less the same you suddenly find that this run is different.
Yes, the Graham Cheetham run was a huge success, well organised and most enjoyable. So many
members with a variety of British sports cars took part in this special event and there were more than
forty cars in total.

The guy on the right issuing route directions is Dave Blair

There were a number of MG’s, three very smart Morgan’s, Austin
Healey's including a cute little Sprite, a Daimler as well as Jaguar and
Sunbeam and on top of the list the most beautiful sports cars in the world,
Triumph.

A variety of Spitfires, Sevens and a genuine left hand drive TR8 as well as
a Stag and TR3 made up the list of Triumphs.

Actually the weather was perfect — not too warm and not too cold. The
venue was excellent and the breakfast out of the top draw. Most of all, the
eople were warm and friendly and we were

ted to see Arthur and Elsie Walker
again. p & Marion de Kock in centre flanked
by r & Elsie
Then ere those that went on their first run,
Johann = “stelle van Schalkwyk, Paul and Sandy
Naidoo ' Iarryl and Rosemary Turner.
The == &/ respected Tony Day, the editor of
Auto ~ r, the motor supplement of Highway
Mail S mMmunity newspaper was our guest.
Never 4 met someone with more knowledge
of L ¢ cars than Tony. He took a number of
photos and ! vent.
The parking ‘ “lined up in groups. The cloud cover
was ideal f .”iv . L, X ] ,,.,.,nduty to take good photos of their cars.

After we enjoyed the excellent breakfast many of us made use of the opportunity to discover the
beautiful surroundings of the Midlands Meander. There are plenty shops, art exhibitions, restaurants
and pubs to visit in the area. The roads are in good condition and the scenery is out of this world and
soon lovely British sports cars were
= seen everywhere you go.
Wl The Midlands with its beautiful
A1 mountains and green fields are
indeed a special area to visit and we
should really try to go there more
often. The distance is just perfect and
there are still plenty of new places to
discover.

SHOW DAY 21
SEPTEMBER 2008

Our seasonal rain stayed away until
the weekend of our annual show day. For months we did not have any rain and it really came down the
Thursday evening and kept on until early Sunday morning. Just when we thought that this event could
be cancelled, the sun broke through but it was cold, very cold. This is something very strange for this
time of the year in Durban.
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There were some very nice cars on show and all was impressed with the TR4 of Terry and Denise
Newell. It really came out beautiful and on top of it all, this is a car with character. The continuing rain
prevented many of our members to clean there cars, but there were those that have the facilities and
others made a plan to get there cars as clean as possible for the show day. The roads were also still
whet and we had to do some cleaning after we arrived at the venue.

It was also nice to see Brenda Murphy with her famous TR7 again and it looked more beautiful than
ever. The engine runs like a Swiss watch and the car was as clean as it gets. It was also nice to see our
new members with their cars at the show as well. Although they, like many others did not enter for the
competition, it was good to see them, enjoying the day with their fellow club members.

Brenda Murphy put in a
lot of work in her
Magnificent Seven and her
display was excellent

It is always a problem to
appoint judges but David
Blair managed to get the
necessary judges together in

no time.

The judging started early and there were about twenty cars at the show although not all was entered.
This much appreciated task was done with great care and enthusiasm and it is always exciting and
interesting to see how the judges try their best to rather award points than anything else for those that
put in a lot of work to make the show a success.

Philip de Kock with his very smart Spitfire were the stars of the event it was no surprise that he won
the only gold medal of the event for his car. The Spitfire looked magnificent and is one of the show
pieces of our club. Terry Newell (TR4), Darryl Hurter (Spitfire MK11), Brenda Murphy (TR7) and
Rudi Venter (TR7) all received silver and they all made a positive contribution towards the success of
the day.

As the day progressed the weather turned very pleasant and it was not long before Brian Kelly got the
fire going and this time around there were more members with glasses of red wine than the usual beers,
that gathered around the fire with him. Many thanks to Terry Murphy and his team for organizing such
a nice event.
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Rudi Venter & his Ladies

More on our Show Day 20th September 2008.

After chasing elusive patches of sun to escape the chilly morning, we were called to gather around
Dave Blair.

Two rows of Triumphs were assembled in Mutual and Federal's Undercover parking area, consisting of
the cars being entered in the competition and those "abstaining'.

Paul Naidoo and I were asked to judge Concours d’ Elegance...sounded like a night out in Paris with
Sabrina...and the second category ' Concours d’ Etat' was spot on for the day Thabo Mbeki resigned!

Terry Murphy was our coach and consistency our watchword. Good was good and bad was bad, not
much in between.

We began the process on a spotless, red Spitfire, which set a very high standard for all the other cars
and worked our way through. It was immediately obvious that an enormous amount of care and
attention is lavished on the cars, cosmetic and mechanical.

My thanks to Paul and Terry for their help in arriving at a fair and reasonable result.

At this stage the results are secret, as are the prizes but judging from the average age of the

entrants | would imagine hair restoration products, memory boosters and new spectacles or

dentures would be appropriate.

Having to rush off to pack for a 4x4 trip the next day, | completely forgot to check if' 'Blanche’
(granddaughter's name for my car) had left the odd spot of oil on the concrete. If someone did clean up,
my thanks, let me know and I will reciprocate at the first opportunity.

All in all a fun day.

Darryl Hurter

Port ‘Elizabeth
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It’s that time of the year again, where there are more functions to attend that are actually good for your
health. But who’s complaining?

Our official September outing was the annual “traveling lunch” organised by the very able ladies of our
club. This was as usual a great success, with 21 members attending. (We missed the big numbers from
the Rademan’s (overseas) and Koch’s (to the States — Free States)

The first stop was at Frikkie & Carolyn’s house in Broadwood. We were served
with pancakes with tuna filling. Most delicious, and just what the doctor ordered
to fill all the empty stomach’s.

Our second stop was at the Chairman’s work in Newton Park. We had a
wonderful meal which consisted of Dorita’s tasty chicken dish, which was named
Chicken a la Dorita, complimented by rice, fresh green salad and rolls. As a
matter of interest, there was such a lot of food, the ladies could have served an
army. Anyway like the saying goes, rather too much than too little.

us to Mike and Anita’s house. This was the
Jackie’s favourite chocolate pudding and

us, finishing the meal off with coffee Anita

revive the “Old Breweries Currie cup final”,
not at the Breweries, as this famous venue is not available anymore,
but at the EPVCC L7 clubhouse, complete with big screen and
decorated hall for the F======= final.Most of the local motoring clubs were
invited, and at the start at the Hunter’s Retreat Hotel, 40 odd
vintages and a covey of Harley Davidson’s joined the 9 Triumphs to enjoy a 70
km drive through the little known urban-rural landscape and seascape
surrounding the outskirts of PE. Frikkie set the route to end at the EPVCC club
house.

The third and last stop took
very special stop, because
apple tart was waiting for
prepared.October saw us

Here we were welcomed with a massive Cheeseburger and chips, plus a beer
for R35.00. What a bargain, and with all tots selling for R5.00, soon all the single
tots were sold out and we had to revert to doubles.

Amongst the members, it was great to see Heinz and Paula Koncki, who
travelled all the way from George to take part in the event and test the TR4A'’s
revamped (by Eddie Steel) overdrive gearbox.

With few Blue Bull supporters present, the event ended on a jolly note with the
Sharks deservedly winning the Currie Cup. (Sorry Nols and others!)

Sponsorship was obtained from SAB, ABSA & DUNLOP, resulting in lots of
lucky draws during the game, and eventually Desiree van Eck (MG club) winning
the massive hamper of goodies from the sponsors for predicting the correct final
score.
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Dave Patten’s BRG TR2 once again won the Most Desirable Triumph Car
Award, as judged by the Harley girls, not voting for the car anymore, but for the
man. (They confessed!)

Based on the success of this event (I counted 70 people) one can conclude that
there is the need for interclub events to promote the future of the classic and
vintage motoring fraternity.

The MG club asked us to assist in their International Indaba held in PE during
September. We were responsible for the driving test, which we laid out in two
mirror images, back to back, tracks. This was held at the old P&P tarred parking
area, which was the ideal venue. With a lot of international competitors
participating it was gratifying to be complimented on the idea and eventual
success of the driving test.

The MG club donated R500-00 to our club in appreciation for the help
concerning the driving test.

Our AGM was moved from April to November to sort of synchronise with most
clubs date of AGM’s

During the AGM a letter of good wishes from our National Chairman, Gerhard
Vorster was also read.

The committee stay the same, with me as Chairman, Jon Rademan as vice, Bob
Pretorius as Secretary, and Godfrey Gericke as treasurer.

Additional members: Daria Sheard (clubman’s point scorer), Frikkie Viljoen
(Club liaison / events co-ordinator), Bob Pretorius (Newsletter scribe) Michael
Koch (Web Master) & me (Sabrina scribe) @#%$%" 1!

Much talk and rumours is doing the rounds concerning the new legislation and
future of LHD vehicles in South Africa. | heard that SAVVA has acquired the
services of an attorney to address their concerns, and there is apparently a
website you can direct your grievance too. (www.petitiononline.com). | wonder if
there is any news concerning this issue from our National body, SAMCA, and
are they actually addressing this ridiculous suggestion thought out by some
overpaid- nothing- to- do- government- official?

News from members and cars is : Heinz Koncki had his TR4A’s gearbox
repaired while in Pretoria by Eddie Steel, while Jimmy Sheard had the red TR7
re-spayed and parking censors fitted in the bumpers. He recons this is cheaper
than having the bumpers fixed every year. Jon has completed the rebuilt of his
white TR7, saved from a panel beater, and is using it often. | acquired a 1500
Spitfire, stored for years, and yes, you guess it, they caught me for a sucker,
LHD!

From Aston Bay Peter Leyland is making good progress on his TR6 rebuilt, and
if anyone can believe him, he should be finished when you read this article!
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Peter is doing his own powder coating, and when completed this TR6 should be
a concourse winning car. His neighbour’s TR6 that was advertised was sold to
someone from Bloem. ( Better check it out and report back you, Manga
hoeners)

And on the 6" November Bob Pretorius gave an informative talk (as only he can
do) regarding the history of the Triumph motorcar to a hall full of.................
MG members! Well done Bob. (Bob confirmed, nobody walked out whilst he was
busy!)

Our prize-giving dinner function will be on the 22" November, so more about
that with the next issue.

From all of us in the Eastern Cape; May you all have a blessed Christmas and a
prosperous 2009. For those going away, enjoy the break and please drive
safely.

Deon

Pretoria

Thank you, Eric, for the superb report on the ‘“Triumphant’ activities in and around the Jacaranda
City you published in September. It certainly helped me a great deal while | was moving house and
settling in.

The brief chronology of activities since August this year starts with the wonderful

Benoni Treasure Hunt once again skillfully organized by the Harris family,

Dave, Judy and Christopher. Starting off from the Engen 1 Stop along the R21, we had to find
our way through the smallholdings on the outskirts of Benoni and eventually finished with
lunch and prize-giving at a
restaurant in Kempton Park.
Dave and Judy put in a lot of
effort and managed to
acquire so many sponsored
prizes and awards that
virtually everyone went
home with something

The threesome consisting of
John and Liz Dobbins and
Gino Casieri (Johannesburg
Centre) won the floating
trophy: congratulations to our Jo’burg compatriots and thanks for your good support.

Thank you too, Dave, Judy and Christopher for a really great event.

September also saw us using a new venue for noggins after using the premises of The Forkman
in Silvertondale for many years. The decision to switch to a more central if not accessible venue
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was vindicated when attendance by members in August was doubled in September at the
clubhouse of the Centurion Bowls Club in Kruger Ave, Lyttelton Manor in Centurion.
However, we as a club remain very thankful and appreciative of Bruce Leslie who made his
venue available to us at no cost over so many years.

In October two important events took place: our AGM and the annual Jacaranda Run.

At the AGM the following members were elected to the 2009 executive club committee:
Chairperson: Nols Pienaar

Secretary/Treasurer: Engela van Vuuren

Events and competitions manager: Dave Harris

Newsletter editorial team: Bill and Helen Flynn

Regalia Officer: Jaco van Vuuren

Points Scorer: Marius Labuschagne

The following members were elected as house captains:

Sidescreen House: Nols Pienaar (not a Sidescreen owner)

Michelotti House: Johan Retief

Ama7even House: Eric Fletcher

Spitfire Plus House: Colin Richter

At a subsequent committee meeting Engela van Vuuren was elected to the position of vice

chair. { S
Standing- Dave,Marius,Jaco,Bill & Helen
Sitting- Engela & Nols

Known as the ‘Jacaranda Jaunt’ this year, we once again joined the MG Car Club in Pretoria as
invited guests on the annual Jacaranda Run. Although the route was a lot shorter this year we
still enjoyed the purple hue of our city streets as we drove our open top
Triumphs in superb sunshine to different shopping centre locations in
search of answers to the cryptic questions. At each stop a card had to be
collected to ensure a good poker hand of six cards. Congratulations to
Arnold Pienaar (Spitfire) on having the best hand, and also to the
brilliant Eden couple, Steve and Hazell, on getting the most correct
answers once again.
This annual event organized by the MG Club is always a great outing
coinciding with the time when the city’s jacaranda blossoms are at their peak.

At the time of writing | can report that we are looking forward to the November noggin when
we will be hosting the annual inter-club quiz against our compatriots from Johannesburg. In
addition, we are looking equally forward to final run for the year as we will be joining the
Jo’burg centre for a picnic/braai at the War Museum in Saxonwold, Johannesburg.

Our year end function is scheduled for Sunday, 7" December when we will have our prize and
trophies ceremony, planned to coincide with a sit-down dinner and Christmas tree at our new
noggin venue in Lyttelton Manor.
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It gives me great pleasure to welcome the following new members who joined our ranks since
our last report in September:

Andre van den Berg (Spitfire Mk2) from Garsfontein;

Cornel Coetzee (Spitfire Mk1) from Menlo Park;

Erik Hofstee (Spitfire Mk2) from Wapadrand; and his father,

Hans Hofstee (Spitfire Mk3) from Lynnwood Road.

We trust that they will have a very long and happy association with our club.

Allow me to use this opportunity to wish all members of the TSCC of SA a well deserved
period of rest in December and many blessings over Christmas as well as a very prosperous, if
not ‘triumphant’, new year in 2009!

Regards
Nols Pienaar

From the bookshelf.

First off something completely different since it has nothing to do with either Triumphs or even
motorcars.

This book is currently on the shelves having only been published recently and makes fascinating if not
even frightening reading in come places.
So why not put on your Christmas present list: -
“HOW SOUTH AFRICA BUILT SIX ATOM BOMBS
& then abandoned its nuclear weapons program”

by AL J Venter

And so to things motoring.

Once again it is “Classics Monthly” that champions the Triumph cause.

In August their cover story compared & evaluated the TR6 & TR7 and concluded that the 7 handles
better, is more comfortable and cost 5 times less!

September saw the Dolomite rebuild continue but joined by another. While a Mk 1 2000 was upgraded
for historic Rallying.

It is the October issue that piles it on, starting with their cover featuring a TR7 put up as a prize and it is
signed by Harris Mann.

Le Mans Classic 2008 is the main feature & contains pen stories on competing 3’s, 4’s, flat rad
Morgan’s (Triumph TR2 engine), the Revington TRS and a Peerless GT Phasel

Club Triumphs Round Britain Reliability run is described.

There is even a 5-page article on NYBIL the first genuine works rally TR7 V8 in private hands, and it
is still in those hands after nearly 30 years.

Then there is the update on the ¢ Dolly Sprints rebuilds followed by the latest progress report on Bert
Smeet’s Le Mans TR7 V8

If this wasn’t enough in the November
magazine Project TR7 with 4 step-by-step
pages on bonnet release, fuel gauge
adjustment, radiator, fan & water pump.

If that was not enough they then do virtually
the same with their Dolly S rebuild.

A worthwhile buy.
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For Sale

The following concerns a founder member of Cape Town Chris Schultz. He is currently in frail care
at the Elizabeth Ann home in Pinelands.

TR7 ex Ken Boss R40, 000
TR4A R130, 000
A “stack “of TR7 spares from his own 7 and those from Ken’s 7
A complete list of the ex Ken Boss items is available.
R 40,000

Contact Marion Went

Tel 021 531 7172

goneto4@mweb.co.za

Also, from Pretoria Murray Webb his selling his 1957 TR3 in Red and having had a frame —off
restoration only 1000miles ago.

Price?

Try R130,000

Contact Murray on 083 457 7543

SU CARBURRETOR REPAIR

You may recall that in the June issue of Sabrina that the Cape Town “mounties” reported on an outing
to Jack Cramp where he showed his skill in repairing SU’s & Strombergs.

Now Jack is a retired toolmaker and has set up at home a superb workshop. It is here that he rebuilds
both SU’s & Strombergs.

He manufactures throttle discs, spindles and rebushes jets. In rebuilding to your spec he can both bead
blast and mirror polish.

Physically he can be found at 6 Barling Crescent in Fish Hoek and can arrange for both collection &
delivery

You can contact Jack on 021 785 1948 or cramp@mweb.co.za anywhere in the RSA.

A TR7 Story TR7 Story -Part 3

We continue Dave Harris’s rebuild saga with him now paying attention to the brakes.

It is a fact that the TR7 test drivers took bets on who could stop the closest to a downhill bank at the
end of their test straights having achieved a target speed. Thus when Dave says that he was pleasantly
surprised at their performance after having “sorted” them.

Even using Mini GTS front pads the car stops quite efficiently using the standard system.

It is recommended when working on any elderly car’s brakes to remove and thoroughly inspect every
single item. In our case the front discs were totally worn out probably since they were the original ones.
New standard discs were obtained from Rimmer Bros at a reasonable cost. Don’t even waste your time
in attempting to source local equivalents.

The brake pressure-reducing valve, mounted on the right hand front shock absorber turret, was leaking
badly. A new one was got from Rimmer Bros and three new flexible brake hoses were obtained locally.
The two front steel brake pipes go through rubber grommets on the inner wings, fit two new ones it is
worthwhile. At the same time re-shape the pipes correctly.
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In refitting the discs | threw away their backing plates resulting in better brake cooling.

Now to the back where the steel brake pipes were also easily reshaped. Rimmers have available the
proper nylon fixing clips. Also fitted were new brake pad springs, split pins and ant-squeal shims (a
must).

Now the system was flushed with new brake fluid and bled, resulting in a good firm brake pedal. This
and the clutch pedal were fitted with new rubbers and the handbrake and its mechanism were removed.
After checking and lubricating they were refitted.

There are several upgrade possibilities for the 7’s brakes with kits from Rimmers and good alternatives
from John Dobbins. Perhaps the best mod is to go the whole hog, at the front end and convert to TR8
discs and callipers.

The brake bill came to; -

2 x front discs Rimmer Bros R560

2 x flexible hose local R270
2 front inner wing grommets scrap yard R 10

Brake Pipe clips Rimmer Bros R 60

Brake Fluid local R 44
Pad retaining clips/split pins John Dobbins R 30

Brake/clutch pedal rubbers Rimmers R180

Pressure Reducing valve  Rimmers R650

TOTAL R1804

We now have brakes and so it was time to become masochistic and sort out the electrics!
First job was to make a list of items to check, the completed list, as seen below looked daunting: -

Sidelights front & rear

Headlights main & dip

Headlamp flashers

Indicators L & R, front & rear

Hazards front & rear

Reversing lights

Number plate lights

Dash lights & rheostat

Heater /air vent lights & fan

Cigarette lighter

Windscreen wipers & washer

Horn

Radio

Warning Lights
Brake
Ignition
Oil
Coolant
Fuel

High Beam
Seat Belt

Gauges
Temperature
Voltmeter
Fuel
Clock

Door Lights

We then went through the checklist ticking off everything that worked resulting in only 20%
that needed sorting out.

The positive and negative main wires were replaced and a battery isolator switch was fitted. A
new main earth lead (engine to body). Still on wiring all under bonnet, boot, dash & interior
wiring was checked. This resulted in a bagful of extraneous wire, some unconnected switches
and an old radio amplifier!
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Now comes the patience required to check everything not working staring with the fuse box.
Each fuse should be identified and a chart made showing its function.

We all know or should know that the TR7’s glass fuses are shorter than those say for an MGB.
Also learn from Eric Fletchers experience and only use English fuses. These are the one with
the little blob of solder visible on the end caps’ ends.

So how successful were we?.

The fuel gauge doesn’t work, the seat belt warning lights are not connected, the windscreen
wipers are temporarily connected to a toggle switch and we don’t think that the fuel warning
light switch is working.

Electrical costs came to: -

New cigarette lighter local R 25

Door light bulb local R5

New female aerial plug local, R 10

New handbrake light switch | local-Nissan R 52

Windscreen wiper toggle switch local R 20

New battery cables local R130

Clock repair local R390

New windscreen washer pump Rimmer Bros R180

2 X rear light bulbs local R 8

PVC tape local R 6

Spade connectors local R 20

Under bonnet sleeving local R 80
TOTAL R946.

In the fourth and final part we turn to re-upholstery & conclusions.
Please note that all costs shown are at 2007 basis - Ed

‘What you see may not be what you get!

Looking to buy a TR4? Well once again you have to exercise great care in order to ensure that what
you get is what you thought it was.

On July 18" July 1961 a completely new Triumph, the Michelotti designed TR4, rolled out of the
Canley factory in Coventry.

This car carried the commission number CT1 and by the time production ended on January 6™ 1965
some 40304 had been produced. Again there were changes during production that are pointers to a cars
real provenance.

Starting point as usual is the Commission number.
When looking for numbers the Commission number is to be found on a plate mounted on the left hand
side of the engine bay & in front of the firewall. Models built in 1961 & 62 do not carry paint or
interior colours, these were only added some time in 1963. They do however show by letters after the
number whether the car was left hand drive (L) or had overdrive (O).

The plate on the right hand side of the bonnet and again in front of the firewall is smaller than the
Commission plate since it only contains one number, that of the body. Don’t worry if they do not
match. The body and chassis were built separately, (body at Speke & Chassis at Canley) but they are
usually with a hundred or so of one another.

Even the engine numbers do not match the commission numbers since Triumph sold engines to other
makers such as Morgan thereby interrupting the sequence of numbers. You will find this number on the
left side of the engine block near the coil.

COMMISSION BUILD DATE REMARKS
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NUMBER

CT 1 July 7" 1961 First production TR4

CT 2649 Jan 1%t 1962

CT 18605 Jan 1% 1963 Not verifiable missing record
CT 28709 Jan 1%t 1964

CT 40193 Jan 1%t 1965

CT 40304 Jan 6™ 1965 Last production TR4

Remember the date of first registration can in some cases be as much as a year after the build date. For

authentification purposes the build date rules.
Staying with commission numbers it is possible that nearly all of the first 4000 cars were exported
to the USA & hence any car with a CT number lower than CT4000 can be expected to have L after its

number.
Strangely both the seats and the instrumentation were carried over from the TR3A. The seat design

was to undergo two changes before 1965.

Similary the original white painted dash, with black vinyl padding along the top and bottom, was

replaced in late 1963 by a highly polished mahogany veneer.
These apparently were sent mainly to the USA.This is a common replacement on many early TR4’s.

It should be noted that only charcoal-grey loop pile carpeting was available, so any other colour is an
after fit by an owner.

Terry & Denise Newall from Natal with their
superb TR4

As with the carpet ,body colours were also
limited with a choice of only: - Signal Red,
BRG, Black, Spa White and Powder Blue but the Americans did get Velasquez Cream for a short time.

Originally the steel disc wheels were painted either Silver Lacquer or Aluminium, with later models
being either in body colour or Spa White.

Even the optional wire wheels could be had in Silver or Aluminium Lacquer or if Chromed this
could be dull or bright. An interesting point here is that while all wire wheels had two eared
“knockoffs” some export markets, such as Germany were supplied with Octagonal” safety” type.

As for suspension during the TR4’s life there were many detail changes made so be sure to advise
dealers of the CT number when ordering front or rear suspension parts. This equally applies to the
brakes, which were upgraded during 1962.

Other than those there were not many changes elsewhere with perhaps the most noteworthy being the
change from SU’s to Strombergs during 1963. The longer bonnet bulge predated the carburettor switch
having been introduced in 1962. Also in 1962 came an automatic boot stay, the domed instrument
lenses became flat and the TR3A style radiator header tank disappeared.

The arrival of the Spitfire in 1962 with its IRS showed up the shortcomings in the TR4’s rear
suspension and so work began on the TR4A IRS.
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This required a radically different chassis from that underpinning the Sidescreens and TR4’s and it is
not the purpose of this series to dwell on the technical issues except where they affect a models
provenance.

So in January 1965 the new car appeared and was presented to the public at the Geneva Motor
Show in March.

Now as to the important Commission numbers, one has to be ultra careful, of the official Heritage
Trust figures show a total of 28,468 cars being built. Of these 25,393 were exported of which at least
21,000 went to North America and these included an estimated 7,000 TR4B’s (of which more later).

Commission Build Date Remarks
Number

CTC 50001 Jan 1%t 1965 First Prototype

CTC 50006 Jan 5™ 1965 First Production car

CTC 50125 Gearbox & clutch mod

CTC 59836 Change of front spring from
short to long with no spacers

CTC 62191 Stromberg carbs replaced
with SU HS6’s

CTC 62637 Temperature sender & gauge
modified.

CTC 63735 Jan 11 1966

CTC 64149 Jan 1 1967

CTC 78684 July10t 1967 Last TR4A IRS built.

All TR4A’s had veneered wooden dashboards but here there are differences of opinion some sources
say Mahogany and others say Walnut. They even differ as to whether the finish was matt or gloss, you
takes your pick.

For some reason side mirrors were not fitted so US dealers fitted two “bullet” types.

Not to be accused of not changing everything Triumph surprised in the colour choice, how by playing
with shades and names.

Thus White became New White, BRG became Triumph Green, Wedgwood Blue replaced Powder
Blue, only Signal Red and Black remained unchanged.

Sometime in 1966
to test the market a

you could have Royal Blue and as if
TR/259 colour appeared in the last
month of TR4A production — Valencia Blue.

Now earlier | mentioned some 7,000 TR4B, so
what were these and how can you identify one. Quite simply the were TR4A’s but without IRS as the
Americans preferred the simpler beam axle.

Interestingly these requirements were still in vogue, some 10 years later, to influence the TR7 design,
which was aimed at the American market.

The TR4B (like the TR3B never officially designated as such) was built with the 4A’s bell shaped
chassis but modified to take the TR3A rear axle and springs. Maybe the Americans were right, since
the 4A chassis was more flexible than that of the 3A and as a result the IRS was not the huge
improvement it was expected to be.

It would be interesting to see a comparative road test.

(Can anyone oblige Ed)?
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With almost 25% of TR4A production being TR4B’s it is indeed possible that one could surface here
so other than crawling under the chassis how could one tell, particularly if it had bee reconverted to
IRS?

We are back to commission numbers again.

As shown earlier all TR4’s & 4A’s have the prefix CT and all TR4A IRS have the prefix CTC.
However while the 4B’s numbers run in sequence with the CTC cars they have the prefix CT. Thus a
4B would have a number (say) CT 52,345L (being LHD)

Before closing just a couple of other tit bits: -

While engine numbers have an E suffix, factory rebuilt engines have the suffix FRE and those with the
Prefix CTA indicate that they have 83mm liners (1991cc).

Since some cars were exported in kit form they will carry an additional Commission number prefix,
thus ICTC indicates that it was built in Belgium.

Grateful thanks to Bill Piggott (Triumph TR), the Vintage Triumph Register-VTR, the Triumph
Register.
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INFORMATION SPECIFIC TO TR4/4A

The TR4 was introduced in August 1961 at commission number CT1 and
continued in production to CT 40304. There was an option of the 1991 cc
engine but the standard production model had the 2138cc engine fitted. Very
few customers took up the option of the smaller capacity. The TR4 was built
on the same live axle as the TR3A but the main difference was the body shape,
incorporating wind up windows which replaced sidescreens on the early cars.
Steering became rack and pinion. SU carburettors were fitted but later cars had
Strombergs.

The TR4A was introduced in January 1965 at commission number CTC 50001
and ran until August 1967 to CTC 78684. The suffix “O” at the end of the
commission number indicates that overdrive was fitted as an optional extra from

the factory. Basic body shape was the same with different badging and an extra chrome strip along the
side. Underneath the chassis was completely redesigned to allow for the independent rear suspension.
An export live axle TR4A was available which used a modified TR4A chassis instead of the old TR4

chassis.

The suffix “L” at the end of the commission number indicates a left hand drive car and these, whether
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1B Hawksworth
Southmead Industrial Park
Didcot, Oxon.
OX117HR
Tel: 01235-818866
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LY

converted to RHD or not, tend to command slightly lower prices than original UK cars.

Look for the points listed below on the check list and also for rust on the bonnet front edge, on the rear

deck extensions and at the bottom of the front wings in front of the A-post.

BUYER BEWARE
TR4/4A CHECK LIST
l-:%heck condition of Rust Electrics

interior trim and of hood * Rear wing tops

« Correct operation
+ Condition of wiring

Rust

* Boot lid and
floor pan

Suspension
* Check trailing arms
* Shock absorbers

Rust

Chassis * A post
* Check for rust, accident * B post
damage and distortion * Door Doors
* Check all chassis mounting * Floor pans + Check for operation
points * Sills fit and rust

Transmission
* Check for noise and
correct operation of
gear box and overdrive
« Check for knocks
* Check for leaks

Engine
» Compression
» Water in oil
* Big end rumble
* Leaks

All contents © 2006 TR Register

PUZZLE CORNER
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Now for something completely different. Something to keep your mind active and the rest of you out of
mischief while you are at a loss over the Christmas Holiday
Nick Wood (sorry Nick) needs to replace his plastic so he figured out his budget & spent a month
looking at used cars at different dealers.
At months end he had narrowed his search down to 5 options.
Then to his surprise he found that his 5 choices were all from different manufacturers.
Now you must determine the make, model, price and colour of the 5 cars on his list.
Nick’s very scientific notes will assist you.(of course he works at CSIR)
1 The Chrysler Light didn’t cost R27, 000 and the black car wasn’t the Hyundai.
2. The white car cost R2, 000 more than the Chevrolet and the Cigar, which wasn’t Blue cost
R25, 000.
3. The Torch wasn’t red while the Sport wasn’t a Chevrolet.
4. The Match, which wasn’t a Ford, was green and the Nissan cost R1, 000 more than the white
car.
5. The red car was the spark, the Chevrolet wasn’t R23, and 000 while the Hyundai was R4, 000
less than the Match.

Good luck, and just to be helpful the solution will be found in the March edition of Sabrina.

. This letter referring to the LHD scare was actually sent by Rob Clark to Wendy Craig as our
SAMCA representative but is a worthwhile addition to our letters section.
Hi Wendy,

As far as | am aware there are several pressure groups that are involved at present. | know that
SAVA has given their lawyers briefing to oppose the proposed regulation. There is also an Internet
petition, which | circulated some time back, hoping to garner enough support.

Whether the authorities pay enough attention to them is moot.

SAMCA has been in consultation with the DoT for a number of years regarding various issues, of
which this is one.

Rob Clark

And from Craig Anderson.

Hi Rob,

| see all the hysteria & reaction to the Argus article, you will bear in mind that | have been
warning everyone that this was looming for some two years.
However preferring, as ever, the constructive route | must tell you that | been in personal contact,
several times with the Chairperson of the Parliamentary Committee on Transport and am awaiting
feedback from him after he has had time to consult Departmental Officials.
He is very open minded, concerned and interested so | do believe that he will assist us, as none of the
stakeholders would appear to have been consulted.
| am aiming for exclusion for internationally collectable cars and we (SAMCA) would be able to define
and assist with this function on a case-by-case basis.
| would caution against over-reaction at this stage. It is not legislation, but an amendment to
regulations, which is, by comparison easier to amend again than legislation would be.
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| will keep you appraised of developments as and when necessary, | trust that you will share this
information with the clubs.
Regards
Craig

Yet another letter this one from Terry Mistry to Gerhard Vorster
Hello,

| was very interested to read about the activities of your Club.
| thought that your members might wish to view the images and read the histories of my two http:/the
1947 1800 Roadsters. I !‘“P" .

Tl

| was born in Durban & lived for 5 years in Cape Town
before coming to the UK to study medicine.

I am now retired and visit friends in Durban &
Johannesburg.

My web site is triumphroadster.blogspot.com and will be
pleased to help any of your members in any way | can.

Cheers

Terry Mistry (terrymistry@sky.com)

The photograph shows Terry on the drivers side of his
1800 with his daughter on its right side and then on her
left, correction standing on Terry’s far left, or is that 4"
from the left is non other than the renowned Wurray
Malker or is it Murray Walker?

And now for another one.
Dear Eric,

You made a boo boo in Junes Sabrina. In your
article “What you see may not be what you get” you say
that the TR3B had jacking points that allowed it to be jacked up from the inside. All TR3’s had this
feature not just 3B’s.
| found it to particularly useful at the drive in where you raised the car to a comfortable viewing angle,
not being blessed with reclining seats.

Yours truly,

Dennis Cook
Thanks Dennis, | had forgotten those large diameter rubber grommets in the floor of my 3. Mind
you | always thought that they were there to allow you to drain the water out of the foot wells.
Now lets have more letters from you pointing out errors, adding to articles, anything you wish, but
lets be having them.
Incidentally we shall be saying good by to Dennis for several months as he is taking a job in Saudi
Arabia but let us hope that he still sends us news.
Ed

Now for some Swallow Doretti news

In the September 2008 issue of Sabrina, Editor Eric Fletcher asked that anyone who knew anything
about the Doretti which made its appearance at the “Triumph 75” celebrations at the Zwartkops Air
Force Base just outside Pretoria in 1998, to step up and share their knowledge. Club Registrar Nols
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Pienaar took a bird’s-eye-view photograph of the event which shows more than 250 Triumphs parked
two to three deep in a huge circle with the letters 75, made up of the parked Triumphs.

The event, which included the fly-by of a Supermarine Spitfire (for those interested, it was a square
wing model bearing the number AX K 5553 —a mark Vb | think) was arranged to celebrate the 75%
year of the Triumph marque and without fear of contradiction I can say that this is the largest number
of Triumphs that has ever, or will ever, be together in one place in South Africa. All credit for
arranging the event must go to Nols and the Pretoria Centre of the Club. It was a logistical nightmare
firstly to get everyone together and then to get them to park their cars as directed. Everyone who was
there can identify their cars on the photograph. If you take a careful look at the photograph, you will
see that the Doretti, complete with the dinner plate sized hole in its canvas roof is the third car from the
end of the leg of the “7”, in the middle row. After the “circle” photograph had been taken the cars were
reorganized by type and from a video taken by Eddie Steele, ( Do you still have it Eddie? —Ed) the
Doretti can be seen parked with some “specials” such as two Super Sevens, two Roadsters, and Alan
Grant’s Protea. Someone said that there was a second Doretti (a blue one) there on the day, but it is
certainly not parked with the white/ivory one which is the subject of this story. Mention is made in the
aforementioned September 2008 issue of Sabrina of a Club member by the name of Peter Bishop who
supposedly owned the car at the time but who cannot be traced on the membership register. Peter
Bishop may or may not be/have been a member, but he has no connection with the Doretti in the photo.
This, too, | can say without fear of contradiction, because | had personally arranged for the Doretti to
be there. This is the story....

The Swallow Doretti in question appeared in Mondeor, Johannesburg, which is where I live, in about
1989 and | reported on it in the September 1990 issue of Sabrina in an article with the caption “Another
car named after someone’s daughter”. I alluded here to Ms. Mercedes Jellinek whose father was a
distributor for what became the Daimler-Benz organization and thus gave her name to every Mercedes
Benz made since that day. In the Swallow Doretti’s case there is an amazing element of déja-vu as far
as this is concerned, and | quote from another article in the September 1990 issue of Sabrina, which is
captioned “A car called Dorothy”. Mike Lawrence extracted last named article from The Story of
Triumph Sports Cars by Graham Robson and from Classic and Sportscar, September 1998. | quote
from Lawrence: “Frank Rainbow was the designer of the Sallow Doretti. He was a gifted engineer who
served his time with the Bristol Omnibus Company and then went to Bristol Engines. He rose to a
senior position, felt he was under-used, and then went to work for Tube Investments as a troubleshooter
liaising between the 50 or so companies within the Combine. Along the way he designed the Gadabout
, Britain’s first motor scooter, and this was put into production by Helliwells, a firm in the Tube
Investments Group.

Ernest Sanders of Helliwells was pleased with the Gadabout, and he had a network of contacts, which
included Sir John Black of Standard-Triumph and Arthur Anderson, head of a machine tool company
in California, who proposed importing Triumphs into the States. Between them Sanders, Anderson and
Black conceived the idea for a sports car aimed at the American West Coast market. Black would
supply the running gear, Frank Rainbow would design the car, Sanders would build it and Anderson
sell it. The Swallow Coachbuilding Co (1935) Ltd of Walsall was, at a few removes, the company
founded by Sir William Lyons as Swallow Sidecars, which eventually gave birth to Jaguar. In the early
fifties it was making sidecars of no particular distinction and, indeed, the Doretti bodies, aluminium on
a mild steel sheet frame, were built by Panelcraft, because Swallow Coachbuilding was not up to the
job — but the name had the right ring to it. Rainbow met with Anderson and the two men sketched out
the design parameters and decided on a name. Anderson had a daughter called Dorothy, an Italian-
sounding name had the right tone for a sports car, and so “Doretti” was invented. Frank began work in
January 1953 with a free hand except that his total design staff was three draughtsmen and a secretary,
and the car had to be completed in nine months. Thus mock-ups of the body were made, and Panelcraft
built it from full-scale drawings. It is astonishing how well it came out”. End of quote. Thus, as with
the delectable Ms Jellinek, the Doretti, too, was named after an equally delectable daughter of a
distributor of automobiles. At the time these articles appeared Frank Rainbow was 78 years of age and
photographs of the time show him as a very sprightly old gentleman, clearly in full control of all of his
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faculties, including, no doubt, his memory. Indeed, comment is made that he may have a decaying
portrait in his attic...It is interesting that no further mention is made of Dorothy Anderson, although it
is stated that: “Frank accompanied the prototype to California, where it received a very favourable
reception, and Anderson went to town on the publicity with film actresses looking suitably pleased to
be in the company of such an attractive car”. One such photograph shows the actress Mitzi Gaynor
sitting on a front fender. Another contemporary, but uncaptioned, photograph shows Ms Anderson
sitting in a Doretti outside the offices of Cal Specialties Co. The (revisionist?) article which appeared in
Sabrina of September 2008 places Ms Anderson at the centre of the California story but whilst she
appears to have been a formidable lady her own right her role in the Doretti saga may, in fact, not have
been that pivotal. The fact that the “Doretti” name was sold for one dollar seems to bear this out.
Maybe it is just in keeping with the modern, pc, approach of cherche la femme?

But let me get back to the Mondeor example of the car Messrs Rainbow and Anderson named after the
latter’s daughter.

The car made its appearance in the workshop of the local Mobil service station, which today is a
convenience shop in an Engen filling station. At the time a guy called Rory O’Donoghue who was a bit
vague about its provenance held the Mobil franchise. Apparently it belonged to a priest who brought it
down from Rhodesia and left it there. If the owner did not collect it soon, Rory planned to sell it to
defray expenses. | took some photographs of the car where it sat on a garage hoist but unfortunately the
light was bad and the quality of the photos leave a lot to be desired. However, from my notes made at
the time I can relate the following:

The car was white and the bodywork was pretty tatty, with the aluminium panels torn here and there.
The boot lid was locked and short of breaking it we could not get it to open, so who knows what was
inside it. The grille surround, quite a hefty chromed ring, lay inside the car. There was a brass
commission plate mounted flat/horizontally just ahead of the combined brake/clutch master cylinder.
The wording and layout on the plate was as follows:

DORETTI 2 LITRE
DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED BY
THE SWALLOW COACHBUILDING COMPANY
(1935) LTD
WALSALL ENGLAND
ENGINE NO. TS2900E
CHASSIS NO. 1182
BODY NO. 5182

The lower doorsill had a chromed or stainless steel plate of about 1,5 inches by 15 inches with the
following stamped/engraved on it:

SWALLOW PRODUCT. THE AIRPORT, WALSALL, ENGLAND.

The actual engine in the car was numbered TS14057E which shows that a late +- 1957 TR3 engine
found its way into the engine bay at some stage. It had a low port cylinder head. The combined
brake/master cylinder points to TR2 or early TR3 components.

The chassis was partly square and partly tubular. In his article Lawrence says that the Mark Il achieved
extra rigidity by replacing some round tube members with square sections, so who knows the car in
question may have been a Mark II model. Both Robson and Lawrence make reference to an “A”
bracket formed by two radius arms, which formed part of the rear suspension, but I could find no such
bracket.
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However, there was a substantial arched tube placed transversely over the drive shaft and bolted to the
chassis on both ends just behind the front spring mountings.

The fuel tank was located roughly where a TR’s spare wheel slot is, i.e. below the boot, and was
shaped such that it rested onto and into the chassis members. Lawrence mentions that later (Mark 11)
Doretti’s had their fuel tanks mounted vertically between the cockpit and the boot which allowed two
child-size back seats to be fitted, so possibly this was a Mark | model. The Mondeor example did have
a small back seat, though.

The car did not have overdrive, but had front disc brakes fitted. Whereas soft top frames of TR’s are
made of oval tubing with a diameter of about 15mm, the Doretti’s soft top frame was made of flat steel
of about 10mm x 4mm with a slightly narrower 6mm x 4mm strip of flat steel welded on its inside to
form a rough “T” shape, thus achieving rigidity. The inside piece was most likely welded in place after
bending had taken place.

The car’s steering wheel was pure TR, including the centre boss with indicator button at the top. A
badge reading “Mashonaland Motor Car Club” had been fixed to the centre of the hooter button. The
rearview mirror resembled that of a TR but it had a longer stem. The rev counter was mounted right in
front of the passenger. According to Lawrence, this was indeed the very odd place where it ended up in
cars that went into production. The bonnet was hinged in front and had a power bulge in its centre to
accommodate the standard TR tappet cover and oil filler cap. There was no sign of the custom made
Doretti tappet cover that Lawrence refers to, which was probably a casualty of the engine change. The
centrally mounted bonnet pull handle on the dashboard appeared to be a later addition.

The nose badge (located like that of a TR) was an inverted isosceles triangle with sides of
approximately 60 mm, and with the name “DORETTI” on a green background across the top. The top
right hand corner of this triangle (looking from the front) had a smaller triangle in it made up of red and
white 5mm squares. The lower left part of the badge had three small stars above and three small stars
below a yellow prancing horse, posed like the black horses on the badges of two less significant cars
from Maranello and Stuttgart, which names elude me for the moment. The standard sized registration
plates were yellow with black lettering which read: 170-007 P. There were yellow stickers with black
lettering of about 30mm on either side of the number plate, which read “SALISBURY” on the right
hand side and “RHODESIA” on the left hand side of the number plate.

The wheels were standard 15 inch TR pressed steel rims with standard hubcaps. In the centre of three
of the hub caps badges had been stuck with Pratley’s Putty. These were good quality round, glazed
enamel metal badges with a diameter of 65mm and 3mm thick. The name “DORETTI” is repeated
three times along the outside edge in silver letters against a green background. The inner motif is a
circle of 25 mm diameter, filled with 4mm yellow and red squares.

Well, there it sat. Rory wanted to get it off his premises but could not get hold of the owner, nor were
there any papers for the car. Stalemate. In time Rory sold the franchise, Mobil became Engen, the
workshop became a convenience shop and amidst all of this the Doretti disappeared. That, | suppose,
would have been the end of it, but in April 1997 three events took place within the space of a few days:
| received a phone call from one Simon Harvatt in the UK who owned a Doretti. He had read about the
Mondeor car in TR Action and wanted an update on the car. | also received a letter from Cyril
Laurence Harvey of Shillingford in the UK who was the then Registrar of the Swallow Doretti Register
(which was part of the TR Register). He, too, wanted an update on the car. The most amazing piece of
the triptych of events was that | was able to update both these gents, because just a week or so before
Simon Harvatt’s call I spotted the Doretti. You know how it happens: you flash by a place and you see
a familiar shape from the corner of your eye, or you spot a wheel rim through a gap in a fence, or a
tarpaulin draped over something leaving only the tailpipe or one bumper over rider visible. You make a
quick U-turn and cruise by slowly, to get a proper look. And there it was- the Doretti of nearly a decade
ago, a decade more dilapidated. Same car, same low-port head TR engine number TS 14057 E. By now
the ownership problem had become more complex. The owner (by then in the USA, and who was now
said to be a doctor), who had left the car at the Mobil service station nearly ten years before, claimed
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that the car was still his. Rory, who had hanged onto the car all those years, and who appreciated its
rarity value, could not legally sell it but was loath to just dump it on the nearest rubbish tip, or to hand
it over to the boys in blue. Still stalemate.

However, he was willing to let us have it for the Triumph 75 celebrations in Pretoria. To get it there
and back proved to be a minor mission in itself. The state of the car was such that it could not be towed
and would have to be trailered. | was going to attend in my own TR and did not have access to a car
trailer or suitable towing car and driver. Furthermore every Triumph owner | knew was going to attend
in his/her own Triumph and was less than keen to be saddled with a near-wreck on a trailer. In the end,
through fellow Club member John Roets we managed to get hold of Mike Leonard who at the time
raced a Datsun 1200 in the Historic Racing Car series, and who was willing to take the Doretti to
Pretoria on his car trailer.

So, early that morning we all arrived at Rory’s place, pumped the tyres and wrestled the Doretti from is
resting place and onto the trailer and set out for Pretoria some 60km away. At the Zwartkops Air Force
Base we at least had many willing hands to off and on load the car and to push it to the spot where you
can see it on the photograph. At the end of the day of celebrations, back it went to Johannesburg to be
parked under the tarp, under its tree. When we first arrived, Rory’s wife was quite pleased to see us.
She hated the thing and thought we were there to take it away forever. She was a bit disappointed to
learn that it would be back later the same day. There appears to have been two schools of thought.
Some thought the Doretti was a heavy, expensive, lower performance version of the TR2 - a “good try”
car made by a company which never before made cars, and by no means significant. Others said that it
was simply just too successful and because it was competing with the TR2, it had to be canned. To
such folk the Doretti was a luxury, leather upholstered sports car, which should be compared, not to a
TR but to the Allard Palm Beach or the AC Ace. Having seen and photographed and pushed the car |
must confess that, like Mrs O”Donoghue, I fall in the former group. Apart from its rarity value, it had
very little going for it as far as | could see. To me it appeared cramped and heavy, and although I toyed
with the idea of somehow overcoming the ownership/papers problems, such toying was very, very brief
indeed. It would be interesting to learn if a concourse example can hold the candle to a similar TR in
today’s market.

So, here we are, ten years later, and Editor Eric Fletcher wants to know what happened to the car.
Unfortunately, I cannot relate a happy ending. Rory O’Donoghue died about three years ago and all the
leads have gone cold. At this point one can only speculate and | would certainly like for anyone who
knows more to contact me. Or for anyone to just contact me so that we can speculate together.

But there is a small silver lining. Two of those three enameled metal badges on the hubcaps were so
badly fixed with Pratley’s Putty that I could see that if one just pulled on them they would come off,
and if that happened they would be lost forever as they were clearly irreplaceable. So I pulled on them
and they came off. And I still have them. And if the person who has the Swallow Doretti with Chassis
Number 1182 and Body Number 5182, wants to contact me we can talk about how to get the badges
back on the car where they belong.

René de Villiers
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————— Original Message —-----

From: "Tom Householder" <trhousel@greenapple.com>
To: <nolsp@worldonline.co.za>

Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2006 5:54 PM

Subject: TR2/ Doretti

vV V VYV YVVYV
vV V V V VYV
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> > > I've been a Registrar for Swallow Doretti Cars for some 25 plus
years.

> > > I know of Two of them that came out of South Africa. One in the

> > > early

to

> > > mid 80's

> > > This car was two tone in Color White with Red fenders

> > > Registration Plate RSH 7331 Now in the USA, and another in recent
> > > Years. It was White with Aqua Blue fenders Registration plate,

> > > CA 909 5444 Now in The UK. Any Doretti information

> > > In your files is of interest to me for my history files on the cars.
> > >

> > > Sincerely,

> > > Tom

> > > T.R. Householder

> > > Doretti Vehicle Consultant

> > > Vintage Triumph Register

>

Somehow, I don’t believe that this is conclusive, let’s keep looking. - Ed

THE PEERLESS & WARWICK

In September’s Sabrina, the tale of the Swallow Dorretti was related, being a TR2
based car and a similar tale was promised of the Peerless.

The 1950’°s saw a huge variety of “specials” some home built & some that were
serious attempts to enter the formal sector.

One of these was the Peerless GT, strange as it may seem in the same block, as the Swallow Doretti
that [ used to drool over was a Peerless. This to me was a home built special since it’s body was not
that well finished since this was in mid 1959 it must have been one of the first ones. It was only in later
years that | learnt differently.

Now to begin with this English Peerless is no relation to the American Peerless car, which dates from
the 1920’s. However its name does have American connections in that they were built in the same
premises in Slough in which American Peerless trucks were reconditioned after WW1.

Founded by James (Jimmy) Byrnes, an hotelier & restrauter from Warwick, and Bernie Rodger an
experienced engine tuner & special’s builder.

Having decided to build a car the natural choice for Jimmy was that it was Triumph based; this was

aided by the fact that most of the Triumph management team were regular patrons of his restaurant.

Indeed one of Triumph’s directors Lyndon Mills became a staunch supporter of the venture.

Bernie designed a chassis of rectangular multi tube construction using TR3 components. Completed in

1957, it sported an Aluminium body and achieved a top speed of 120mph and 0-60mph in 10secs.

John Gordon who thought that the car was too small & should be a 2+2 now joined them. This resulted
1 AA in a wider track & a De Dion rear suspension

— 7 y system.
This second prototype was exhibited at the 1957
Paris Motor Show.

On it’s return to England it was taken to the
Triumph factory where Lyndon Mills, Harry
Webster & other board members agreed to
supply all the components necessary for full
production
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This was when the old Peerless premises in Slough were purchased and the cars name changed from
Warwick to Peerless.

The production cars body was to be made from the then new GRP & fortuitously another Slough
Company British Resin Products carried this out.

Interest at the Paris show indicated potential annual sales of 1500 per year with one American
distributer requesting 80 a month.

In May 58 the first 3 production units came off the line and were acclaimed Internationally as the
Sports Car for the family man.

As if this wasn’t enough the entered two cars & a reserve in the 1958 Le Mans. Despite continuous rain
one finished 16" overall and won its class.

Despite being heavier than the TR3 and the same engined Morgan +4 it was quicker off the line and
had better top end
acceleration.

Compared to the TR3
it was 6 inches longer
and its track was 5
inches wider,
resulting a much-
improved ride.

After 12 months
Peerless was thriving
with production
lagging 5 weeks behind orders since only 5 cars per week could be made. That the selling price was £
1450 including purchase tax compared to the TR3 at just under £ 1000 including tax, was remarkable.
To rectify matters a second set of moulds were made and production was doubled and soon a third set
of moulds were being considered.

For further improvement to the GRP production of bodies was transferred to Wincanton Transport &
Engineering. This move resulted in the Phase 2 (July 1959) model whose shell was a single moulding
resulting in a lighter & more rigid body. At the same time a myriad of detail changes to the design and
interior were made to complete the improvements.

From the outside having no “P” on the air intake and only a single fairing on the bonnet can identify a
phase 2 model.

No changes were made to
chassis, drive train or engine.
Now up to 25 cars a week
could be produced and the
first two LHD cars were
shipped to the USA pending
visits to Dorothy Dean in LA,
yes the Swallow Dorretti lady.
Soon after there was a request
to fit a Chevy Corvette
engine, this coincided with
John Posselius of Detroit
sending two Corvette engines
to Slough for a similar project.

Sadly not long after the wheels began to fall off the company.

The advent of a new director resulted in John Gordon resigning with the resulting fallout ending with
the company going into receivership.

Only about 50 phase 2 cars were built ending in GT/00294.

John Gordon joined up with Jim Keeble and continued with the Corvette engined project which
eventually became the Gordon-Keeble, but that is another story.
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Bernie Rodgers persevered and formed Bernard Rodgers Developments Ltd where he took the Peerless
Phase 2 to its next level. The original name Warwick was resurrected with improvements resulting
from GRP developments.

Thus the bonnet became a one-piece affair hinged at the front resulting in improved access to the
engine.

Further by removing only two bolts it could be totally removed. The instrument panel was centralised
to facilitate production of both RHD & LHD cars.

Sadly the Warwick while still outperforming the TR3 compared unfavourably with the Peerless 2.

In 1961 orders from the US for the 2-litre car were cancelled on the basis of a rumoured V8 model.
About that time an American studying at Cambridge installed a Buick V8 in his Warwick. On his
return the US he shipped ten Buick engines To Bernie Rodgers. This engine fitted easily into the
chassis with only slight mods to the front cross member A Jaguar type Moss box was used and 155bhp
at 5000rpm achieved. Claiming a top speed of 140mph and 0=60mph in 6.8sec the Warwick 350G T
was announced for1962.

Again disputes seemed to dictate events since at the end of 1961 Bernie Rodgers resigned. Soon money
began to run out and the stock of Buick V8’s was sold off and the company was wound up in January
1962.

Andy Clyde set up Peerless Dublin Ltd to continue with the 350GT but this project never got off the
ground.

The usual quoted figures for 2 & 3.5 L Warwick’s of 40 is probably an exaggeration since their record
keeping was poor.

And so ends the story of another Triumph based sports car and it is one, which raises questions. What
would have happened if Triumph had taken over Peerless, Was the Buick V8 the same engine that
become the much-loved Rover V8 and join up with Triumph in the TR8?

But surprise to tell the Peerless is alive and kicking with a very strong club of up to 50 cars in the USA,
many of which compete in Classic racing. In the UK there is also a strong following being part of the
TR Register.

e—

- : 2 TTo add
further interest you can now purchase a new chassis and even new fibreglass panels are avallable So if
you have a basket case TR3 it could be an alternative route to follow.

o ~ Interested? Contact the TR Register.

~ Eric Fletcher (With thanks to the TR Register, the Veteran
! Triumph Club of America & Classic Cars)

U.K. TR Reqgister National Gathering.
~ Report back by Tim Cruise

Register Gathering in Malvern, held over the weekend of 19
& 20 July. We went on the Sunday, and were greeted by
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Wow, what a weekend! We attended the International TR/‘



lovely weather (for a change — apparently hasn’t been that good the last few years), and literally
hundreds upon hundreds of TR’s of all shapes, sizes and persuasions .

lan Evans with Eilleen

We were greeted enthusiastically by our host, lan Evans, and met the other committee members, who
were all busy doing something or another to contribute to the smooth running of the event.

T We even
o —__ ' bumped

et . into Chris
J Gayle, the

international TR correspondent for the Register, who managed to miss our 30" Anniversary National
Gathering in Bloemfontein in May...(bit of a sore point, that!)
And what an event it was!

The fields were full of cars, and there were three large sheds (more like hangars actually) — one housed
the concours vehicles, the second had a mix of specials/race modified cars and spare parts stockists,
and the third was devoted entirely to spares and parts, both old and new. Some of our members (they
know who they are!) would have had a ball buying up the stocks of parts, panels, trims and instruments
that were on display there. We even found a headlamp dashboard switch for the GT6 — an unexpected
bonus!

Of course there were fantastic turn-outs of the
expected TR’s — 2’s, 3’s, 3A’s, a couple of 3B’s, 4’s,
4A’s, 5’s and 250’s, 6’s (in abundance!), 7°s and even
a few 8’s. What really blew me away were some of
i the more unusual TR’s and TR-based vehicles, so |
shall concentrate on those for the rest of this report
back.

Similar cars were grouped together, and it was
awesome to see a bunch of about 6 Peerless’s parked
up together! I thought they were Italia’s at first, but I
guess I can be forgiven, not being a TR owner...

One car that really caught my attention was in the shed containing the ‘specials’, amongst which was a
race modified TR4 with a massive 351cu.in. (5,7 litre!) Ford V8 literally shoehorned into it! It was a
marvelous piece of engineering work!

- A
Another  very : TR Register

]

TS2, one of the &“ o T—— e

spent some time &S ow TR g
pride of place in Tﬁmiw“ TR
driven by quite Al e

rare car we got the privilege to see was
two original prototypes that apparently
in South Africa in the early 1950’s. It took
B the central arena, and was (surprisingly)
AL N ayoung couple!

:

left around the time that the show was
XXXIX
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finishing, and carried on to London to meet up with our son and his girlfriend. I’'m very glad we were
able to be there, and if any of you ever get the chance, its well worth attending — and take plenty of

bucks for all those spares you’ve been wanting for so long...

Note to chairman: This is what a red TR6 should

look like

REGION JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH

BLOEMFONTEIN

BORDER

CAPE TOWN

JOHANNESBURG

KZN

PORT ELIZABETH 23" visit to GM 2"4 Noggin 215 Concours
factory 5t George Motor @German Club

Show.
22 Inter club braai

PRETORIA

11/18/25 SAMCA
Run

15" Valentines Run

22/29 Early Bird
Run

OTHER

let’s be having your calendar showing your planned events between this Sabrina & the next.

Com
ing
Tve
nts

Sabrina is
published
every 3

months so

This way members across the country may find a way to join your event instead of as is the case now

of saying gee if | had known of that event | could have been there.

Understandably it calls for forward planning but it will also inform your own members of your own

activities .
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Interestingly many Regions are planning their Sunday events to avoid clashing with F1 races.

What price authenticity?
By Dennis Cook

One of the characteristics of life in the Triumph Sports Car Club in Gauteng that we do not have down
here in the Cape is the preparation and competition of the annual inter-club concourse. Thinking back
over many National Gatherings, an event that is often eagerly anticipated every two years, the one thing
that has always excited much discussion, argument and even acrimony is the concours.

I can remember how late into the dinner dance at one gathering Arnie Louws had managed to get hold
of his score sheets and was preparing a protest challenge against the award made to the late Campbell
Miller.

| have always been somewhat bemused by what the experts call “original” in concourse motorcars. I
like to think that the correct term is authentic because there are very few original TR’s in the country.
Whilst | have been fortunate to see one or two very original TR 3’s — cars which have been kept in a
time warp, there have of course been many rebuilds which look authentic. T o be original, surely,
means every part of the car has to be of the original manufacture even if it was not originally assembled
on the motorcar. When | commenced the process of rebuilding my TR 3 A for the second time, a
couple of years ago | had noticed with disappointment that the quality of what was being sold by the
regular UK suppliers was so bad that it could not conceivably be called authentic- let alone original. In
fact | have a box of parts, all brand new and most still in the packing that | had to reject as being
unsuitable for the car if it is to remain reasonably authentic.

When | rebuilt my car for the first time in the 70’s, parts were extremely difficult to obtain in South
Africa. The agencies had passed along with the changing fortunes of Triumph, BMC and British
Leyland. If one wanted mechanical parts the best source was to look for your needs amongst the
stockist of spares for the Vaaljapie tractor. Fortunately quite a lot of spares from the original agents
were bought out by local spares dealers and | spent many a Saturday morning unpacking boxes of
unsorted Standard Triumph spare parts still brand new and wrapped in their blue and white packages.
This, of course, was before the days of Cox and Buckles, Moss Motors and the like. No doubt that the
ready availability of spare parts has contributed to the large number of excellent TR’s that one now sees
in the clubs.

I guess that, like all businesses, they have to look at competition and costs but the quality of what is
being sold to enthusiasts all over the world has certainly deteriorated. If you are looking for trim and
exterior visible items such as lamps, switches etc, you are bound to be disappointed as they are neither
original nor authentic. If it is not possible to refurbish whatever you have, scour the auto jumbles or
look amongst members for parts. Importing parts into South Africa is frightfully expensive what with a
weak Rand, shipment, duties, VAT and charges that escalate the cost. If you are going to spend that
kind of money I think that you are entitled to something that looks authentic. Take whatever you have
and try and refurbish it before buying the rubbish that is now being farmed off on enthusiasts the world
over. If you are going to pay the kind of money that we have to, | believe that one is entitled to
something that looks authentic.

Recently | purchased a new boot lamp for the TR 6, as the old plastic one had burnt out due to standing
open for inspection. This was a replacement part some years ago that was actually quite good quality
and authentic. The new one was made out of semi transparent plastic and the minute | inserted the
festoon bulb, it simply broke in half. More junk to be discarded. A long time ago | had noticed oil
leaking past the filler cap on the TR6 rocker cover and found that the rubber gasket was breaking up.
At that time all | could find to make the repair was a piece of a valve from a hot water cylinder and this
has lasted several years. Thinking to smarten up the engine bay and fix the problem I bought a new oil
filler cap supplied by Moss, bearing the tag “Filler Cap TR5/6”. As you know this filler cap as original
bears the legend of the oils which are recommended for the car. What a joke when | unpacked the new
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one to find that it is inscribed “open only when cold” Seriously I don’t know how the so-called
specialist companies can sell such rubbish. More junk consigned to the box. I could go on and on- TR6
taillight lenses made in India that don’t fit, and don’t bear the Lucas markings, but I think that you get
the point.

Is there an alternative? Well apart from the auto jumbles | have found a good source of excellent
authentic and even original parts that is eBay in the UK. The website is www.uk.ebay.com. Enthusiasts
who have traveled to the UK will know that there is still a surprising amount of new, old stock, spare
parts available both from dealers and at frequent auto jumbles, and many dealers as well as private
individuals have a major or a part of the business selling on eBay. For those who may be new to this
source, eBay is an online auction website where one can purchase an amazing variety of goods and
services. It outgrew its original creator’s expectations and intention with amazing speed and in both the
UK and USA one can even purchase classic and other vehicles online. You will be required to register
before you can bid on the site and you will also be required to register with Paypal, a secure online
payment facility also run under the auspices of eBay so that your purchases can be diverted to your
South African credit or debit card, provided that it is a Visa or a Master card.

We do know that there are exchange control regulations in place that govern overseas purchases but
there is an amount allowed for credit card purchases and | have never had any problem in this regard.
In fact | used my South African credit card when | was working in Saudi Arabia for several years as
Paypal would not accept a card from that country, and over the past few years | have notched up more
than 70 transactions; although not all of them were related to TR bits.

Purchasing on eBay can be fun and exciting but it is not as simple as ordering spare parts from the
regular suppliers; although there are some dealers including the TR Shop London, who also enable you
to buy immediately without auction from their advertisements on eBay.

In order to find what you want, you need to go to eBay motors every couple of days because what is
advertised for auction will disappear after the closing date and time and new stock is constantly being
advertised. You might think that original part that you are looking for will never come up, but
surprisingly it will, if you wait long enough, and don’t lose it to another, which happens easily. The
closing time for the auction is dependent upon when the advertiser listed his item and this is where it
becomes a little more difficult. People who want the more sought after items will wait until minutes
before the closing time to put in the last bid and thus secure the item. This can sometimes be late at
night or early in the morning and if you really want the item you have to be determined and motivated.
People who are not familiar with the Internet may see this as an easy way to get ripped off, but eBay
has got this pretty well sewn up and whilst scams undoubtedly exist everywhere these days, | have not
found it to be the case with eBay sellers. Each time a transaction takes place on eBay both the seller
and the buyer are rated and before you do any business with a seller you can check his rating record
and the number of transactions that he has done. In addition there is a dispute facility but you should
hope that you don’t need this as it becomes tedious and no human interaction is given by eBay. I have
purchased many items for my TR’s and my Mini Cooper, and I have found that in general UK sellers
use what is known as the small parcel post facility which is quick and economical to South Africa.

For smaller parts it usually costs only 2-3 GBP. These are usually delivered to my post box and the
beauty of it is that | have never had to pay duties or VAT on such items. If you want to purchase
anything larger- a cylinder head or something, it will be different, and the costs may be prohibitive.
You might ask whether you can expect to get delivery given the reputation of the South African post
office? | have not lost anything at all in the post even when I have bought DVD’s or CD’s.

Since we all know that most of the British Sports cars went to the USA, there are many, many more
original items to be found on www.ebay.com the US site. | have seen original TR3 jacks and crank
handles advertised there. There are 2 problems when dealing with the US; firstly the cost of shipping or
postage is prohibitive when compared to the UK and secondly the Yanks mostly can’t be bothered to
deal with the rest of the world. There is now a South African eBay site, but it is not worth bothering
with.

Happy hunting now that you know where to find that absolutely “original” part for your TR
Dennis Cook
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GOODBYES

Paul Newman (1925-2008)

Probably best remembered for his roles as Rocky Graziano in “Somebody up there likes me” and as
Butch Cassidy in ‘Butch Cassidy & the Sundance Kid” was also a racing driver & team owner.

His racing career started after his lead role in “Winning” in 1968 and he won his first race in a Lotus
Elan in 1972, his last being a win in the 1995 IMSA GT class at the Daytona 24 hour event.

All this I am sure that you knew.

But what of his connection to TRIUMPH?

Late in 1975 he bought Bob Tullius’s Group 44 D Production US National Championship winning car.
For 1976 BL was desperate for the newly launched TR7 to be successful.

But Newman made them work for their wins in the highly tuned TR6.

At the championship he took pole and narrowly beat the Huffaker Engineering TR7 of Lee Mueller.
BL’s advertising headline was lost.

He then set out on a new venture in a rule stretching 2.5 PI saloon, his first purpose built racing
machine which he a called a “ fooler “ car.

This sedate looking, by American racecar standards, was in fact a grumbling roaring rocket ship.
Sadly it never raced due to Paul signing a deal to race Datsun's!

Incidentally the car still exists & has been restored.

Yes Paul Newman was also liked, and will be missed by many down here.

Thanks to Steve Redway of the TR-Register

Another goodbye recently was Phil Hill F1 World Champion with Ferrari in 1961

In his tribute to Phil Hill, Nigel Roebuck in November’s Motor Sport reminisces & recounts a recent
discussion Hill in reference to the current penalties & furor over cutting corners.

Roebuck starts off by saying that if there had been a wall rather than a painted line at Spa’ “Bus Stop”
chicane the incident of Hamilton’s would not have occurred.

He goes on to discuss the swimming pool area at Monaco where once there was a wall & now there is a
paint line. As he says in theory it is the same corner but no way cane it be described as the same
challenge. He concludes that “a bit of Dulux on the floor we are surprised that drivers cut the corner as
a matter of course, when a few years earlier similar abandon would have landed them in hospital”

He then goes on to quote Hill.

[T Having your brain sorted out where it was safe to mess around and where it wasn’t. Take
Thillois at Reims, | was the master of spinning there — | could see it was on it’s way....... But if
Thillois had had a wall around it, it wouldn’t have been that kind of corner, and, believe, I wouldn’t
have spun there”

And there you have it from one of the greats that sadly has left us.

Culture Corner

Now for all you (particularly wives & girlfriends) who think that we are a collection of nutty petrol
heads, it is time for some culture.
| used to own a Spitfire,
The top was always down,
| used to be very pale,
But now I’'m honey brown. The Spitty was a dull dark green
And not in very good nick,
In fact it would not go at all,
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But a new half shaft did the trick

| bought it for a young lass,

Who soon became my wife,

We drove it down to Cape Town

To start our married life. We set to work to get it right,
She didn’t like its hue.

We worked together without a fight

And painted it bright blue.

With a new top and tonneau,

The engine and gearbox fixed,

We would cruise along the beachfront,

The sheer envy of every Joe. Michelotti’s greatest Triumph,
Was our beloved car,
The Spitfire’s bigger sister,
You will know as the TR.

She loved the little sporty car,

She loved me through and through,

And soon there were bambinos,

Not only one but two. We couldn’t keep both the cars,
What with diapers to buy,
So we sold the darling Spitty,
And privately did cry.

Now the boys have flown the nest,

And my wife is still so pretty,

If I could find one of the best,

I’d buy her another Spitty.

By Tim Kent

Alternative Regional Contacts

Border Nan Turner 043 748 3036 or 0833251768
nanturner@webmail.co.za

KZN Philip de Kock 031 266 8873 or 082 777 0001

Johannesburg Rhys Collins 011 686 5515 or 011 686 5515 (fax)
Rcolli27@csc.com

Port Elizabeth Bob Pretorius 041 585 8752 or 041 585 8752 (fax)
bob.pretorius@gmail.com

Pretoria Engela van Vuuren 012 664 2623 or 084 603 6819

The opinions expressed are those of the individual writers and are not necessarily the views of the

Editor or the committee of the

Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa nor do they necessarily reflect club policy.
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