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NATIONAL COMMITTEE DETAILS 2008 

 
President  Alan Grant   011 4656886  083  335  2938  

  grantfam@wizz.co.za 

Chairman  Gerhard Vorster  021 852 3350    082 807 8011  

   gerhardvor@nedbank.co.za 

Registrar  Nols Pienaar      012 993 4621     083 468 3145     

 nolsp@worldonline.co/za 

Treasurer/Sec      Judy Harris      011 849 6267      072 729 1850   

trogon@mweb.co.za 

Editor     Eric Fletcher     012 669 0119    083 461 0719  

eric.fletcher@bateman-bet.com  

SAMCA Rep         Wendy Hay      011 794 3576     082 220 8447   

lewisjon@mweb.co.za 

Spares                  Rene de Villiers    011 680 3124   083 317 4338      

    rdevilliers@pangbourne.co.za 

 

 
Chairman Bloemfontein   Alan Dickens  051 436 3085  083 725 3161 

supertunemotors@telkomsa.net 

Chairman Border  Hans van Eck  043 748 3036  

mwvaneck@imaginet.co.za 

Chairman Cape Town  Jamie Hart  021 855 1207  084 220 0082 

jamie.hart@kingsley.co.za 

Chairman Johannesburg Gino Casieri  012 344 0016  083 325 2063 

casieri@iafrica.com 

Chairman Natal    David Blair  031 765 1826  083 639 6811 

dblair@mf.co.za 

Chairman Port Elizabeth Deon de Koc  041 581 3621  082 370 1723 

ddekock@icasa.org.za 

Chairman Pretoria & Registrar   

Nols Pienaar  012 996 0774  083 468 3145 

nolsp@worldonline.co.za 

Insurance Scheme  John Dobbins 011 679 2954 082 508 0910 

 

  

 

 BANK DETAIL 
 
BANK    Nedbank Northmead Square, Benoni 
Account Name  Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa 
Branch Code  19484240 
Account Number  1948114185 
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BEWARE OF SPIDERS !! 

 
 
 
TSCC   SOUTH AFRICA                         www/triumphclubsa.com 
CAPE TOWN                                           www.capetriumph.za.org 
TSCC PE                                                  www.tsccpe.co.za 
KZN                                                          www.tscckzn.za.net 
PRETORIA                                               www.pretoriatriumphclub.co.za 

 
 
 
 
 

MOSS www.moss-europe.co.uk 
TR REGISTER                                         www.tr-register.co.uk 
STAG OWNERS CLUB                            www.stag.org.uk 
CLUB TRIUMPH                                       www.club.triumph.org.uk 
RIMMER BROS                                        www.rimmerbros.co.uk 
TRIUMPH WEDGE OWNERS USA         e.krakowski@prodigy.net 
TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB              info@tssc.org.uk 
CLUB TRIUMPH                                      enquirues@club.triumph.org.uk 
DETROIT TRIUMPH SPORTS                bdischer@blakedischer.com 
TRIUMPH CLUB SWEDEN                     odd@triumphclub.se 
WORLD WIDE TR7-TR8 CLUB               www.tr7-tr8.com 
NORTH AMERICA                                   www.vtr.org 
TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB                www.tssc.org.uk 
TORONTO CANADA                                www.torontotriumph.com 
TRIUMPH SPORTS AUSTRALIA             www.tsoa.asn.au 
TRIUMPH WEST AUSTRALIA                 www.tccwa.com 
TRIUMPH VICTORIA AUSTRALIA           www.home.vicnet.au 
TRIUMPH ROADSTER CLUB                   www.triumphroadster.org 
TRIUMPH DOLOMITE CLUB                    www,triumphdolomite.co.uk 
TRIUMPH HOLLAND                                www.triumph.nl 

http://www.capetriumph.za.org/
http://www.tsccpe.co.za/
http://www.tscckzn.za.net/
http://www.moss-europe.co.uk/
http://www.tr-register.co.uk/
http://www.stag.org.uk/
http://www.club.triumph.org.uk/
http://www.rimmerbros.co.uk/
mailto:e.krakowski@prodigy.net
mailto:info@tssc.org.uk
mailto:enquirues@club.triumph.org.uk
mailto:bdischer@blakedischer.com
mailto:odd@triumphclub.se
http://www.tr7-tr8.com/
http://www.vtr.org/
http://www.tssc.org.uk/
http://www.torontotriumph.com/
http://www.tsoa.asn.au/
http://www.tccwa.com/
http://www.home.vicnet.au/
http://www.triumphroadster.org/
http://www.triumph.nl/


 iv 

 
 

 
 
 

This is Norma Sykes. 
 

Otherwise known as SABRINA !!! 

 
 
Note the cones covering ……….. 

 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This is the TRIUMPH twincam TR3S engine. 

 

 
Otherwise known as SABRINA. 

 
Note the cones covering ……. 
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Editorial 
 

So my first Sabrina made to the post by the 17th of June just over six weeks after the National 

Gathering. 

In that time Judy had managed, in the face of amazing difficulties to open a new Bank account. She has 

also managed to translate Ken’s membership list into an Xcel format which enabled me to get address 

labels printed,  

This list was then  circulated to each Regional Chairman with the request that it be checked for 

accuracy & they have where necessary updated it. 

This exercise has revealed , hopefully, all the errors and missing addresses. So everyone should get this 

issue of Sabrina. To those of you who did not receive the June issue please let me know and I will 

rectify where possible. 

For my part a big thank you to all you Regional Scribes and other contributors for not only submitting 

your contributions, but for also doing so at short notice. 

Now begins the hard work of pestering you all for your contributions because without them Sabrina 

will fall flat (forgive me the pun) 

However I do not see my position as Editor of merely collating Regional Reports, organising the 

printing, sticking address labels on nearly 260 envelopes, inserting Sabrina & going to the Post Office, 

oh no. 

I believe that an Editor must in some ways act a bit like Pinocchio’s “Jiminy Cricket” – a conscience. 

This will I am sure result in me being sometimes controversial and stirring the pot. 

However if the dog doesn’t move it must be dead or at least about to die in it’s sleep. 

If you disagree, great, that is what I want to know, send me your letters. To this end I have started a 

letter page. 

 It’s first letter being from me as an open letter to Michele Lupini bemoaning the state of his Classic 

Car magazine, 

To further stir the pot, most of us are not getting any younger so what happens to our Triumphs when 

we go? 

We keep saying that we need more, younger, members, but what do we do about it? 

Like a political party we hold meetings with our supporters. 

Should we not hold our next Concours at our local University? 

How about a Sunday run that we invite a Matric Class to come along as passengers. 

Let’s have your thoughts & ideas. 

In a similar vein it is very noticeable when examining the members that had subscribed to Sabrina that 

there is a big drop off from 2007 to 2008. 

Why? 
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Is it because it does not fulfill your needs? 

Is it boring?  

I have heard this reason leveled at the fall off of attendance at Noggins. 

So let us know what you would like and what you don’t like, this is the purpose of the letter page... 

 

Editor 

 

 

Chairman’s Chat 
 

Technology is a wonderful thing!!  

Just take the progress made in almost all fields during the last twenty to thirty years. 

There is the computer that made our lives so much easier, then the addition of the internet where you 

can get information on almost everything at the touch of a button from your own home. 

Even more Triumph information that you can think of, on almost any topic, from clubs to pictures of 

the different models, countries, technical assistance, racing and the list goes on. 

I am also the user of a digital camera, as I am sure most of you are. You can take as many pictures as 

you want, download them to your computer and print the ones you like on your own printer, at home, at 

a fraction of the cost of developing a roll of film. This when printed usually results in some unexpected 

results? 

You can also send your photos to your family and friends, all over the world, instantaneously using the 

internet & E-Mail. 

Just look at all the World events, such as News and Sport that you can watch on television while they 

happen. 

As to our new cars, the only thing we can do is to check oils, water, brake fluid and clean it. The rest 

gets done by computer, even valve timing, fuel injection adjustment etc. 

Thank goodness we can still work on our Triumphs ourselves. 

What has this to do with our Triumphs? You ask. 

In fact quite a lot. 

I have a number of old Triumph films that I have converted to DVD and I am sure that there are other 

members that have the same. 

I would really like to get these DVDs to all of our centres for you to watch & enjoy time and time 

again. Some of these films were made in the late 1950’s and early ‘60’s and some more recently. 

I also have the DVD that Ken Boss made of the 2004 National Gathering in Port Edward. It is really 

good footage to watch and enjoy seeing everyone involved with the different cars & models. 
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I am appealing to you to send me your films so that I can have them converted and stored with my 

collection. It is always nice to give a DVD of a certain model to a new member as I have found that it 

really motivates them. 

There are also the general models DVDs that gives any one that doesn’t know Triumphs an overview 

of the marques history. These DVDs could be used at car shows and exhibitions to attract members of 

the public. 

Whilst on the subject of collecting and storing Triumph DVDs and films, I would like to get a Triumph 

museum going. Chris Schultz recently gave me a box filled with editions of Sabrina from the first to 

almost the last. 

Now that is absolutely priceless and a huge part of our clubs’ history that must be kept safe for the 

future. I also have hundreds of photos of various Triumphs at events of the last 8 years and would like 

to see what classic photos our members have collected since the club started and even before. 

Think of the wonderful Triumph adverts produced to launch the different models!!! 

There are also workshop manuals and magazines that need to be saved for the future. I am sure that our 

members have a lot of valuable Triumph related collectables that will be absolutely valuable for future 

generations and could make an interesting exhibition. 

Please let me have your views and suggestions on this idea and how we should proceed. 

It is that time of the year when many centres have their annual General Meetings and I am appealing to 

you all to step up to the challenge and to get involved with the management of your centre. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our current centre management and committee 

members for their hard work & dedication. 

It takes a lot of enthusiasm and effort to keep the club running, but please know that it is noticed and 

appreciated. 

 

With SPRING in the air, it is time to get your beloved Triumph out of the garage, give it a good clean 

and then go for a long drive to get your spirits up and enthusiasm back for your Triumph. 

Fantastic isn’t it??? 

Just think how much fun you’re going to have this summer!!!! 

 

Triumphant Regards 

 

Gerhard P Vorster. 
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2009 Subscriptions 
The following subscription rates will be applicable 

 

South African National Membership   R 100.00 

   Sabrina Subscrition   R   20.00 

South African National Membership partner/wife R   20.00 

International Membership + Sabrina   R 140.00 

 

 

 

Registrars Report 
 

It is very sweet and short this month because I actually have nothing to report. We moved to a new 

home at the end of last month and most of our stuff, including my records of new entries in the 

Triumph register, is still waiting to be unpacked. I promise, however, that I will have an updated report 

ready for the December issue of Sabrina. 

 

Cheers vir eers 

 

Nols 

 

 

Nationals Competition Results 

 
FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO REQUESTED THE FULL RESULTS. 

 

Concours d’Etat 

 

Gold 
Hennie van der Walt, Spitfire 1500 (Bloemfontein) 

Chris Smit, TR7 (Pretoria) 

Eddie Steele, TR4A (Johannesburg) 

Gino Casieri, TR6 (Johannesburg) 

Les Cock, TR7 (Border) 

Bill James, Chicane, (Bloemfontein) 

Italo Moranduzzo, TR3A (Johannesburg) 

Bob Pretorius, Spitfire Mk4 (Port Elizabeth)  



 x 

 

Silver 
Dennis Cook, TR6 (Cape Town) 

Mervyn Cronje, Stag (Kwazulu-Natal) 

Duncan Roberts, TR6 (Pretoria) 

Adrian Treyvellan, Chicane (Bloemfontein) 

Chris Buckley, TR4A (Cape Town) 

Bill James, Stag (Bloemfontein) 

Hans van Eck, Triumph 2000 Mk2 (Border) 

Keith Kelly, GT6 Mk3 (Johannesburg) 

Sue Strachan, Spitfire Mk4 (Kwazulu-Natal) 

Piet Smit, Vitesse (Bloemfontein) 

Bronze 

Dave Lugg, TR3 (Kwazulu-Natal) 

 

Concours d’Elegance 

Gold 
Geoff Kriel, TR6 (Border) 

Heinrich Koncki, TR4A (Port Elizabeth) 

John Roets, TR3 (Johannesburg) 

 

Silver 
John Williams, TR7 (Border) 

John Fletterman, TR3 (Pretoria) 

Alan Grant, TR3 (Johannesburg) 

Harry Fairley, TR2 (Johannesburg) 

Phillip de Kock, Spitfire Mk3 (Kwazulu-Natal) 

John Leonard, TR7 (Kwazulu-Natal) 

Gavin Turner, TR5 (Border) 

Eric Fletcher, TR8 (Pretoria) 

Deon de Kock, TR4 (Port Elizabeth) 

Arthur Walker, TR7 (Kwazulu-Natal) 

 

Bronze 
Eleanor Fourie, Spitfire Mk4 (Bloemfontein) 

Rudi Venter, TR7 (Kwazulu-Natal) 

Keith Kelly, TR6 (Johannesburg) 

Louis Greeff, TR3A (Border) 

Janse Uys, TR7V8 (Border) 

Brian Hansell, Stag (Kwazulu-Natal) 

 

The following trophies were awarded: 

Ian Evans Trophy (Good club citizenship): Dennis Cook (Cape Town) 
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Graham Cheetham Trophy: Ken Boss, retiring Sabrina editor (Cape Town) 

TR Register (UK) Friendship Trophy: Hosting Centre (Pretoria) 

 

Best car D’Etat: Hennie van der Walt, Spitfire 1500 (Bloemfontein)  

Best car D’Elegance: Geoff Kriel, TR6 (Border) 

Most desirable car on show (peoples’ choice): Duncan Roberts, TR6 (Pretoria) 

Furthest distance traveled: Chris Buckley, TR4A (Cape Town, from Tanzania) 

Tour de Bloem winner: Gino Casieri, TR6 (Johannesburg) 

 

Best male driver: Geoff Kriel, TR6 (Border) 

Best female driver: Eileen Cruise, GT6 (Cape Town) 

Best unrestored car (D’Elegance): Rudi Venter, TR7 (Kwazulu-Natal) 

 

Best overall performance (combined concours and driving test) 

Sidescreen TR (TR2,3,3A): Alan Grant, TR3 (Johannesburg) 

Michelotti TR (TR4,4A,5,6): Geoff Kriel, TR6 (Border)  

Amaseven TR (TR7,8): Les Cock, TR7 (Border) 

Spitfire/GT6: Bob Pretorius, Spitfire Mk4 (Port Elizabeth) 

Stag/Saloon: Adrian Treyvellan, Chicane (Bloemfontein) 

 

 

INSURANCE VALUES 2008/2009 

 
In order to keep up with market trends and increased costs of restoration the insurance values of our 

cars have been adjusted to the above values (in 1,000’s Rand).  

The points scoring system remains the same as before where each section (bodywork, interior, wheels 

and tyres, mechanical and engine compartment) are evaluated out of a maximum of 5 points and a total 

out of 25 arrived at for the car, from which a value is arrived at. 
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The concours at the National Gatherings is an excellent barometer of the overall condition of the cars 

so it has been decided put a value to a car reaching bronze, silver or gold medal status so if your car 

reached these heights at the 2008 Nationals and you want to increase the insured value of your car, send 

proof to the brokers and the value will be increased. 

If you have any questions please contact me on 011 6702954 (h). 

John Dobbins. 

 

Regional Reports 
 

 Bloemfontein 
 

Well, it’s time again for my Sabrina report, and I’m breaking all records getting it in a week before D-

Day! 

 

It’s been a quiet three months since the last Sabrina, especially so after the action of the Nationals – a 

sort of anticlimax.  Our noggins have not been well attended, but I will put that down to a very cold 

couple of weeks this winter. 

 

We had eight Triumphs at Cars in the Park on 16 June.  The weather was fine and there were lots of 

spectators.  It was surprising to see all the attention the Triumph 2000 MkI attracted, and how many 

people said they had owned one back in the sixties.  Almost all saying what a pleasure it had been to 

drive!  (Up the umphs!) 

I am including some photos of our display if Eric has place for one or two (great job Eric on your first 

Sabrina!!). 

 We have organized a breakfast run on the 7th September and 

are inviting other makes of sports cars to join us.  Hopefully it turns out well. 

That’s all for now – happy motoring. 

Alan 
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Border 
   June brought about one of our favourite events, the annual lunch run, where we spend the whole day 

drinking and eating, with some traveling between venues. We met at one of our popular spots, 

Mermaids Pool for champagne and orange juice. This was followed by a drive to Glen Eden where, 

Geoff and Sue offered us the most delicious bean and butternut soups, complimented with bread and 

let’s not forgets about the wine. Geoff and Sue had just celebrated a wedding anniversary and we 

helped them a little. After this refreshment stop we drove back to East London and the home of John 

and Cynthia. Here we were treated to a chicken that Cynthia had taught to drink Gin. Chicken soaked 

in Gin does taste a little different. With our main course sorted out we went on to Gavin and Nan for 

dessert, Malva pudding and ice cream. Naturally not contented with this damage to our systems, we 

completed the meal with our special Border Dom Pedro’s.  

   During July, our run was organized by Nan and Dee as our annual ladies event. We all met at 

Mermaids Pool for champagne and orange juice. After that treat we traveled on to the picnic area on the 

bank of the Nahoon River for coffee and doughnuts. Our club is a weight watchers paradise. Thereafter 

we moved on to the Lion Park for a superb breakfast, complimented by absolutely magnificent weather. 

The feeding of the animals was fascinating. The animals were in no rush as they are clearly well fed 

and cared for. Interesting though the lion came and selected his piece of meat while the lioness sat 

patiently until he had moved off with his lunch. The bush rules. 

   August brought about an event that we had all been looking forward to for some time and had taken a 

lot of organizing. We met at the Lock Street Goal which has been turned into a mini mall. This used to 

be the women’s prison in my younger days. Here we boarded a bus for Komgha where a diesel 

locomotive and three coaches awaited us for a trip to Butterworth in the Transkei. We boarded the train 

and unfortunately could not all be together as the allseater coach filled with other groups on the trip. 

Some of us were seated in one of the compartment coaches. This trip is probably only about forty 

kilometers by road, but sixty nine by rail and travels through hostile and steep country. Mostly covered 

in indigenous bush and very steep. This line has the only three hundred and sixty degree spiral in 

Africa. Here the line does a three hundred and sixty degree turn and travels back underneath itself. The 

train stops there for photographs to be taken. This is through a privately owned game farm and a 

number of animals were spotted. Namely Kudu, Springbuck and Warthog were spotted by our group. 

The train even has to slow for animals on the track, we followed three cattle and a calf for about a 

kilometer before they obliged and moved off the track. This brought us to a waterfall that I never knew 

existed.  
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Once again the train stopped for people to take pictures. After the Kei cuttings the scenery is not very 

spectacular on route to Butterworth. As we were about to enter Butterworth we saw our bus pass us by 

on the road and found it waiting for us when we arrived. We were bussed back to Komgha Country 

Club where a delicious lunch was served and naturally the pub was open. After lunch we were bussed 

back to where our cars were parked in Gavin’s workshop. Thank you Ted, Geoff and Gavin for a great 

experience, we know that it takes a lot of input to arrange such an outing.  

 

From the Border chair, 

                                        Hans 

 

 Cape Town 
Greetings from a wintry Cape Town. I am sure that we are all longing for spring & the ability to drive 

topless. Congratulations to Tim & Eileen Cruise on their 30th Wedding Anniversary. To celebrate they 

visited family & friends in England. 

Gerhard Vorster celebrated his 50th birthday but sadly lost his mother, our condolences to him and his 

family. 

On reaching 75 articles for our newsletter Webmaster Paul Mitchell has decided to call it a day and will 

hopefully be replaced by Ronan Anderson. 

Until we get more clement weather the morning coffee runs have been suspended. The last saw 6 

people drive to the restaurant “Streets” in Stellenbosch. 

A farewell do was held for Ken Boss at which Graham presented him with the Graham Cheetham 

Trophy. 

Ken told of his involvement with the club over the years. 

This was followed by Gerhard & Ronan presenting their collection of Nationals photographs. 

11 Triumphs and one plastic set off for the Franschoek Motor Museum on a typical Cape winters day. 

The route went via Klapmuts and Simondium before reaching the museum on Johan Rupert’s’ 

L’Ormarins wine estate. 

No expense has been spared to make a wonderful environment for the exhibits many of which come 

originally from the Heidelberg Museum and would have otherwise left the country. 

Sadly there is not one Triumph but a few MG’s!!!!! 

Lunch was taken at Hillcrest Berry Farm overlooking the spectacular mountains and Banhoek valley 

with the drive there via Helshoogte Pass. 

For June’s Noggin Mike Napoli gave a wonderful talk on his Macau Spitfire replica. 

Born from a wish to go classic racing he approached the relevant authorities for their blessing prior to 

starting work. 
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Sadly after only a few races the powers to be changed their minds and banned open top racers (Does 

that include F1?  ED) with a few exceptions such as the Piper weekend. So Mike sorted out an Alfa 

for himself and an Anglia for Nerina. 

(How about an article on the Macau from Mike for Sabrina’s significant cars feature ?   Ed) 

Probably due to the Gluhweine supplied by Jamie & Dennis that June’s run to the Brass Bell in Kalk 

Bay was one of the best this year.  

19 of us set off from Constantia Village with Peter & Monika du Sautoy meeting us in Kalk Bay. 

At Boyes Drive, on the way, we were forced to stop to allow Jamie to go mountain climbing in order to 

take a Gauteng envious photograph! 

Great sea food as usual at the Brass Bell, but the two swimming pools evoked nostalgic memories of 

my childhood when I regularly swam in them. 

Our July Noggin saw us go all technical with a talk from Bruce Williams the SA franchise holder of 

IGNITOR electronic ignitions. Bruce had offered to fit one to a members car but unfortunately the 

weather outside was too cold to venture to the clubhouse. 

And so to July & our “Christmas in July “run  to the old Constantia Nek Restaurant , this beautiful 

restaurant with it’s views out over the Constantia Valley to False Bay seems to have been around for 

ever. 

Sadly the weather was a spoiler due to a cold front and as a result Plastics became the order of the day. 

Despite this set back 17 members enjoyed a superb lunch and the company and humour once again of 

Gian Mani (we really should find him another Triumph). 

Dennis & Jenny having done all the arranging were sorely missed due arrival of guest at there B&B, as 

were myself & Nic because of Nic having sustained several cracked ribs in a fall. 

Nonetheless the decorations and party hats (courtesy of Jenny) amazed the foreign tourists who were 

bamboozled by “Christmas in July”. 

The “Pride of Ownership” has been postponed to October 25th in the hope that the weather is kinder.  

(Well you will live in the Cape!    Ed) 

On Saturday 23rd we are doing something slightly different by holding our noggin at Jack Cramp’s 

house in Fish Hoek. 

Jack is going to instruct us in maintaining and repairing SU Carburetors. Since Jack’s garage holds to 

specialised equipment it made sense for him to hold his talk there. In addition there will be Wors rolls 

to reward attendance. 

Finally at month end, at the Kenilworth Go Cart track, there will be an inter club challenge event 

organised by Tim Cruise. 

 

 

 

Finally from Cape Town a big thank you to Ken Boss for his wonderful 20years as Editor & the best 

wishes to Eric in his task. 

 

Yours in Triumph 

Margaret Young. 

 

 Johannesburg 
I must say that our new editor has had a lot of patience in getting my report. First an  e-mail to remind 

me and then a phone call and finally another phone call to embarrass me further. Thank you Eric for 

your patience and persistance and congratulations on your first issue  of Sabrina which was really great. 

Ken is a hard act to follow, but you are doing well – keep it up (from all of us across the Jukskei). 

 

In Egoli we are doing just fine. We have had a few great events since the last report and the members 

are attending in big numbers. We try to share the organising of the events amongst all members so each 

month a different person organises something – anything of their choice. And so far they have all made 

good. In June Kieth Kelly organised a breakfast at the Kenjara Lodge in the Cradle of Humankind ( yip 

– we also have a World Heritage site). 21 members joined the convoy from our usual starting place and 
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it was great to see some old faces.On the way back the cars all behaved very stangely and veered off 

the Beyers Naude Drive suddenly and the drivers and passengers were forced to take the detour to 

Gilroy’s Brewery. Steve Gilroy is going to town in building a magnificent brewery – a “blues room”, 

“jazz room” and a restaurant are being planned to complement the brewery. Sounds like we should 

have this as a permanent event on our calendar. 

 

At the end of July we went to the interesting mining town of Cullinan – that’s where they found that 

moerse diamond. This was run together with the Pretoria centre and we had a great tur-out – 34 

members in 20 cars (I think). We had a tour of the town, the mining village, and the museum. After that 

we all had lunch alongside our cars which were prominently displayed on the lawn amongst the mining 

exhibits. It was a good run – 155 miles there and back. Triumphs love the open road! 

 

Beginning of August was the annual Cars-in-the-park organised by the Pretoria Old Motors Club. We 

have been going to these every year for as long as I can remember, but recently the venue was moved 

to the Zwartkop race track. We had a good showing of Triumphs amongst all the other SAMCA clubs. 

General Motors were celebrating their 100th anniversary and they put an impressive range of vehicles 

on show 
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Later in the month we had a great day at the golf driving range in Ruimsig where  most of us amateurs 

and novices clouted the ball (called “dammit”) to all parts of the club – except on the course where we 

aimed it to go! John Dobbins arranged that one and we all had a great deal of fun. Braai packs were 

issued to everyone and we had a good picnic-type lunch there. Thanks John! 

Our noggins’ just continue to be greater and greater! The July noggin’ saw a lot of old members come 

out of the woodwork and joined us on a winter night nogal. This was added to by a handful of new 

members – Jamie Burns, Bill Jenkins and Martin Worth. There were 35 members in total and it was 

like an old school boys’ reunion. What a nice evening and what a nice spirit. This was surpassed by the 

August noggin when Quentin Mildren arranged a wine-tasting evening. We were “only” 30- odd 

members, but did that wine make us sing!! We had a great rowdy night and I am really pleased with the  

direction our club is following. This month we have a whisky-tasting evening and maybe I should start 

arranging transport home!! 

That’s all for now and I must thank all our Jo’burg members for contributing towards the spirit of our 

club. We need you and I’m happy to be associated with you. 

 

Gino 

 

KZN 
 
Maselspoort 2008  

 
 After taking a contract in Johannesburg in 2007, 
preparations for Nationals getting the Stag ready 
became a big logistical problem.  We did manage a 
few days at Easter and then a day prior to leaving.  
Added to this a week before leaving we had a 
'gentle' phone call to say our subs had not been 
paid and of course 'no subs', 'no indemnity', ' no 
Concours'.  All sorted out and after collecting the 
car from Manaba we made our way to the 
Leonard’s in Pietermaritzburg to spend the night 
prior to the drive to Bloemfontein on the 25th.   
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 Bev covered most of the news in her write up so will refrain from repeating and try and fill in 
a few things from a different perspective.   

  
On the morning of the Concours our 
ever efficient Colleen organising t-
shirts phoned us at about 6.30am to 
tell us she had a larger size and was 
amazed that we were still in bed!  So 
then of course we had no excuse to be 
late which was very well organised and 
all credit to Pretoria centre who 
handled the entire organisation 
extremely well.  We arrived still flying 
our Sharks flag, that did cause some 
laughs as we drove into Maselspoort 
waving it (the flag that is) and that 
seemed to start a lot of laughter over 
the entire time we were there, 

hopefully a few photos will be attached to confirm this.  I think some of the photos have to 
tell a story and one of our hardworking chairman at the car wash tells its own tale.  The day 
after Concours saw a number of cars with problems (our total was about 7 KZN cars) so 
thank goodness it all happened after and not before.  
Another chuckle was when a lady from another centre who had never been to Nationals 
before commented to us at the registration breakfast that what a good atmosphere and so 
nice to hear all the chaps chatting about their cars...... what was she expecting!! 
 
It was good to see Mrs Blair Snr at the dinner/dance and congratulations to all the who 
entered Concours, rest assured KZN was well presented and the club can be extremely proud 
of all of them, least of all David Lugg who was the first to be called up for a medal and spent 
the entire evening with a silly grin.  This carried on to a knock on our chalet (we shared with 
the Leonard’s) at about 11pm with David and his glass looking for anyone who was still up.  
Bev and I left the guys eventually still chewing the fat and drinking the proverbial Old 
Browns. 
 After having the solenoid fixed in Bloemfontein and then David coming to the rescue with a 
new petrol pump for the Stag we left on departure day to continue a 4 week trip of Western 
and Eastern Cape seeing some incredible scenery, we really do live in a beautiful country.  
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A few highlights were spotting in Sedgefield a 1947 Triumph for sale, asking price R250, 000 
what a beauty, wonder why they would not accept a part exchange.  We also found 2 
possible makeovers (tractors), one at a tea garden near Sedgefield, and the other at Ron's 
Sex Shop, which is in the middle of the Karoo, boy do the locals have a long drive but well 
worth the visit.  
A very BIG thank you to all who gave of their time to get the Stag in shape, whether by just 
verbal encouragement or some of the real hard work getting the engine right - it was worth it 
the car went like a dream for the whole trip - and oh yes the broken key, that was the boot 
key that broke in Port Alfred, it being the only problem we had with the car for a total 
traveling time of just under 6 weeks and 7,000km later. 
  

Brian and Linda Hansell 
  

PS - taking out a second bond towards the petrol... 

 
 

 
PIETERMARITZBURG - CARS IN THE PARK 18 MAY 2008 
 
Last year this event was held in cold and miserable conditions, so much so that many of us 
decided to rather stay away. This year it was simply a marvelous day with blue skies and no 
wind to speak of. Yes, our Triumphs were there, gleaming in the sun together with some of 
the nicest people in the country. The fact that so many of  the members from the Pretoria 
and Johannesburg centres traveled down to Pietermaritzburg to join us only one week after 
they came back from Maselspoort added more class to this very special event.  
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Thirty five Triumphs from Sidescreens to 
saloons were part of our stand. Some more 
Triumphs could be seen with other classic car 
clubs such as the Vryheid Classic Car Club and 
other clubs that catered for a variety of cars 
which were scattered around the grounds.  
 
Sunday morning the N3 to Pietermaritzburg 
looked completely different than usual. It was 
exciting and something to see. Classic cars of all 
sizes and shapes were on their way to the show 
grounds. There was big cars like Cadillac and 

small little Austin 35A’s and Morris Minors as well as some very old model A Fords on the high 
way. Plenty Lotus 7’s and Cobras raced past us but the many beautiful Triumphs on the road 
looked the most impressive of all and they together with their owners represented everything 

that was smart and classy! 
This event is one of the most important events 
on our calendar and it gives everyone the 
opportunity to spend a lovely day with their 
friends. Again there was plenty to eat and drink 
and it was not long before the fires were going. 
Soon Terry Murphy and his helpers had the 
gazebos erected and the ladies took control of 
the “kitchen”.  
We hope to see more members from our other 
centres next year. Like one of our respected 
members said. “It is never too far in a 
Triumph!! Thanks to David Fraser who kindly 

took the photos. 
Rudi Venter   
 
 
20TH JULY 2008 - RUN TO THE PIETERMARITZBURG HIGHLANDS 
 
For the start of the run we met at the BP Ultra service station on the N3, just past Key Ridge, 
and then made our way up to Pietermaritzburg where we met up with John Leonard, the 
organizer of this run. 
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We were taken to the CRAFTY DUCK, in the Waterberg district, where we had a most 
enjoyable breakfast in a very pleasant restaurant, with a fire roaring in the fireplace!. 

After breakfast and the festivities we all had a look at the vast 
collection of snakes, parrots, wild birds, doves, guinea fowl, rabbits, 
hamsters, assorted rodents (to feed the snakes), ducks, pheasants, 
peacocks, crocodiles, buck, pelicans, ostriches, turtles, wild cats, owls, 
very large lizards, pigs and various other farm animals – a very 
interesting place indeed! 
With Brian Kelley’s exhaust re-attached (fell off on entering the Crafty 
Duck gates) it was time to head off to our next stop – with John doing 
the organizing it had to be a pub. 
A very quaint Pub in the Albert Falls area - with hub caps and various other motor parts on 
the walls etc. There were some very old cars in the process of being restored and even a 
Triumph Herald in the early stages of restoration! 
All good things come to an end – thank you John for once again organizing good sunny 
weather and a most enjoyable run. 
 

David Fraser 
 

 

Port Elizabeth  
A double dose this time starting with a piece that I missed out of the June issue - Ed 

 

Port Elizabeth Contribution, June 2008. 

 

I will start with feedback from our previous outing, before all the chit-chat around the Nationals. 

Our March outing was to new member Peter and Delphine Leyand’s lovely sea facing home at Paradise 

beach, a couple of kilos from Jefferies bay for a Sunday lunch bring and braai. This was the 

opportunity for everyone attending the nationals to get the Triumphs a good run to J’Bay and back 

covering around 180 kilos.  

The turnout included  no less than 15 members, namely : Bob and Dorita ( Ole Yella topless) Mike and 

Anita ( TR7); Jimmy and Daria ( TR7); Carl and Barbara ( Spittie 1500) ; Jon and Lesley ( TR7 Spider) 

Keith Marsh (plastic): Yvonne and I (plastic) and Peter and Delphine Stag & TR6 .  

Peter is busy restoring the TR6 and showed us first hand the powder-coating equipment and technique 

he uses, including an old Defy stove to do the baking in.  
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Amazing what one can do if the need arises to improvise. Needless to say, almost every little part on 

this TR6 will be powder coated. 

Delphine spoiled us with a lovely salad and snacks, and it was actually amazing to see  

Peter can even start a braai-fire and braai real lamb tjops on his own! After a lovely meal and lots of 

Triumph talk we headed back for PE. 

Next on the agenda was the National gathering at Masies. The Eastern Cape represented by George 

members Heinz and Paula (TR4A) with local friends Derrick and Lorraine (TR4A), Jefferies bay 

member, Keith March (TR4), and locals, Bob and Dorrita ( Spitfire MK1V); Carl and Barbara (Spitfire 

1500); Mike and Anita (TR7); Jimmy and Daria (TR7) Jon and Janet (TR7 Spider) and Yvonne and I. 

(TR4). 

Most of us had an uneventful trip, but Heinz got stuck at Beaufort –West with the key of the water 

pump pulley gone. Eventually this was sorted out at the local engineering shop and he could do the rest 

of the trip overdrive- less. 

Just before Godfrey and Jackie started off in the TR7, they discovered oil in the water (or is it other 

way round) and decide to take the GT6. Until Colchester everything seemed OK, but then the electric 

fan seized and they were stranded. Help was at hand with Oppie and his tow-truck, and Karl Illenberger 

offering them a ride in one of his Triumph Chicanes. Godfrey declined the offer, believing this was a 

sign not to go.  

Back at Maselspoort we all had a ball. From day one booking in, to departing the Thursday morning, I 

can honestly say we all had a great time. Nols and his team (and don’t forget the local lads) organized a 

truly friendly and relaxing gathering. 

Not going into day to day detail.. Changing the “traditional” welcoming braai function to a breakfast 

was a totally new idea. I believe the additional time allocated between organized events was truly great. 

This was the time you could leisurely stroll around the camp looking at guys cleaning cars ,people 

helping with advice or repairing cars, having a beer with old friends and meeting new Triumph people. 

The concours venue was superb, and the Tour de Bloem the next day was an eye opener to even old 

Free-staters. Imagine me going to an art exhibition and scrolling down the names of the painters, what 

they painted and how many? When we had these tours in school I normally bunked. 

With the quiz evening, we really made our names “bollie”, not even knowing what year Ford started in 

our backyards! And a Korean car from GM, an Isuzu……..? Luckily Mike and Carl had a” feeling” for 

Triumph parts and came to the rescue, but could not save us from a last place. Must be all the load 

shedding lately that got them recognizing the parts without seeing them. 

Then I must also say the judges were nogal strict, I mean a left hand window winder or the inlet valve 

on a Chicane engine is asking a lot! 
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And not forgetting the professional cabaret show thrown in as well. This was really entertaining and 

most unusual. Well done to all. 

The great finale was the prize-giving-dinner-dance function. The format was well thought through with 

giving all the participants their time of glory. Congratulations to Bob with the third gold in a row and 

Heinz upgrading from Silver to a well deserved gold. 

Not a lot of people got into the groove for dressing “seventies”, which I thought was a good idea, 

getting away from the jacket and tie format. 

 My conversation with Jimmy before the prize-giving went like this: Jimmy, what are you going to 

wear to the dance? A black jacket and tie, why do you ask? But Jimmy that’s not seventies style! Of 

course it is, what did you wear in the seventies? Denims and tackies, I replied, puzzled. Only after a 

while we realized the truth: In ‘78 Jimmy was already in his early 40’s while I was in my early 20’s! 

The food was mouthwatering with more than enough for everyone. After the serious business was over, 

we eventually got into a party mode and danced to the 70’s until late. 

Too late for some, because the next morning getting up at 05h00 to pack and back to base could only 

be handled with a Disprin or two. 

All of us had an uneventful journey back; some opted to sleep over at Graaf-Reinette and Jimmy 

talking the longer route back via Wepener. 

I also feel it proper to praise the Bloem guys, or as they are known ,“Mangahoeners”. I can see they 

have the spirit to make that club very active again under the leadership of Alan. 

Roll on 2010 for the JHB Nationals, if we can afford the fuel or even have enough available. 

At our noggin the next Monday the heavy fuel price was the main topic, and it was thought that some 

of our outings will have to be revised to adapt to the increase.  

Bob organizing our next outing, the “Smartie Run” for the end of May, confirmed that this will be the 

case, not a long traditional treasure hunt to Seaview and back, but rather in and around suburbs, close 

to the MTN end venue. I do not hope these increases will damper the spirit of our club, but I think it 

surely will have an effect on all of us.  

News from members busy restoring cars is that Carl Butlion is nearing completion with the TR6 

rebuilt, Bob got the Yellow TR3 going again after the top overhaul and Oppie is trying to sort the 

wiring out of the TR3A. 

And after all the time (and money) spent on TR’s the last couple of months, I for one is now forced to 

spend all my effort doing gardening over the weekend. 

 

Until next time, 

 

Deon 
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Port Elizabeth Sabrina  / September 2008. 

 

The cold spell has hit us, also reflecting our turnout at outings. This must be the worst time of the year, 

with cold, wet and windy conditions almost every weekend on the menu. Come Monday and you can 

not pray for better weather. 

Anyway, news from our previous outings is that two of our members have really been involved in 

organising really fun outings lately. Bob organising the annual “Smartie run, for May, A fun gymkana 

for June, and Frikkie organising a more serious driving test for July. 

 The 2008 Smarties Run took us through the historical Central parts of Port Elizabeth, a stop in 6 

observation areas, where we were required to answer questions pertaining to the relevant venues.  

These venues were places that many members pass in their everyday activities, but seldom inquire as to 

their significance.  (Same principal as with the Nationals) 

Six triumphs participated; Mike Koch alone in the TR6; Carl and Barbara in the 1500 Spittie ; Jon and 

Lesley in the TR7 Spider; Karl and Kirsten in the white Triumph Sedan :  Yvonne and I in the TR4 and 

Bob and Dorita, the organisers, who acted as car guards at the various stops.  

The run took us via the Settlers Nature Reserve, then on to Fort Frederick where we stopped at the 

King George IV art galleries and the War memorials.  I must confess living in PE for over 12 years I 

have never visited this fort built in 1799, with its 8 canons, (which had never been fired). The final stop 

was at the old Seaman’s Institute, which has been converted into the South End Museum. This museum 

commemorates the history of Port Elizabeth’s own District Six. 

Next stop the MTN Technical centre, with braai fires going and two big screens ready to feature the 

Monaco grand prix. Here, Godfrey and Jackie, Oppie and Elsa and the spouses and children of Mike 

and Karl joined, totalling 22 people. A great turn out.  

 Thanks to Mike Koch and MTN for making this superb venue available to the Club and sponsoring 

products, and Bob for organising the Smarties Run.The results were as follows: 

Most Smarties Enjoyed – Karl Illenberger and daughter Kirsten 

Quiz Questions:  Karl Illenberger and daughter Kirsten. 

Followed by Jon and Lesley; Deon and Yvonne and Carl and Barbara 

Bob challenged the MG club during their noggin to participate in the “fun Gymkana” then renamed the 

“Triumph vs. MG Fun Gymkhana Challenge “held at the grounds of our mother club, the EPVCC. The 

emphasis was also in having fun and a good laugh on a Saturday afternoon as many of our outings take 

place on a Sunday.  

We started of with a “Sack race”, and once over the finish line, requested to find a key hidden under 

four cups. (1 for TSCC) 
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The egg and Spoon and complete the Puzzle Relay” saw few eggs being dropped, but the completing of 

the jigsaw puzzle at the end proved challenging. (1 for TSCC) 

With two opposing teams competing simultaneously in “Changing the Spark Plugs”     it was obvious 

that the mechanical skills and strategizing of Oppie and Alwyn              showed the way in 9 secs. (1 

for TSCC) 

The “Blind folded Driving Test” had one or two bollards crushed, but here husband and wife team, 

Desiree had Ronnie completing a flawless run in the V8. (1 for MG) 

“Pop the swaying suspended water filled Balloon”, the combine MG team incurred the least missed hits 

and declared the winners. (1 for MG) 

Identifying “What’s in the Bag”, of car parts, had a ladies and men’s MG and Triumph team 

respectively competing against one another. This event ended as a tie.  

The “PUTT- PUTT” golf competition saw a new prospective challenger to Tiger Woods title with 

Sylvia Dunstan of the MG Club out putting all men and ladies in a par 2 putt over 10 meters. (1 for 

MG)  

The final result was Triumph 3 and MG 3 and one tied. Thus it was appropriate that the challenge 

ended in a draw.  

Our club was asked to organise the MG driving test for the forthcoming MG Nationals held here in PE 

in September. Therefore Frikkie organised our July outing, combined again with our MG cousins, on 

the grounds identified as a test run for their Nationals. This event was to end with a braai at the EPVCC 

monthly Bonnets Up event, where the Morris Club was making a slide show presentation of the 60th 

Anniversary of the Morris marque and the Morris travelling from SA to London.  

All in all, 16 cars lined up for the driving test. (9 MG’s & 6 TR’s) The course laid out is two mirror 

images, starting back to back. Overall winner was Ronnie van Eck, (MGB GT V8) with Carl Butlion 

doing the best for us in 3rd place.(Spitfire 1500).   

We then headed to the clubhouse of the EPVCC.  This resulted in an impressive scene with a crowd of 

over 100 enthusiasts and more than 50 cars assembled to socialise while braai fires were prepared. All 

in all a day enjoyed by all pursuing their interests and socialising with like minded enthusiasts.   

August saw us get-together at Schoenmakerskop, a 15 kilo drive from PE, having a skottels breakfast 

on the grass area overlooking the Indian Ocean. Turnout was exceptionally good with 16 people joining 

in their Triumphs or plastics. Godfrey & Jackie, TR7; Jon & Lesley TR7; Karl & Barbarra, Spittie, 

Yvonne & I, TR2 ; Bob , TR3; Leon & Carol MGBGT, Jimmy & Daria, & Janet arriving in plastics.  

Frikkie, hooked his trailer to the Merc spoiling us with a big fold-up table to cater for all our 

comestibles.  
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Soon all of us were enjoying the view in camping chairs with something to drink, whilst some suckers 

was preparing breakfast on the skottels, some enjoying a picnic basket, and some opted for the 

Sacramento restaurant. 

It was a beautiful sunny windless Sunday morning, but eventually it turned really chillies after we all 

finished cooking and eating. At about 12h00 most of us started heading home. 

On the news front concerning our cars, Leon got the TR4 going after a head overall. Heinz in George is 

still battling with the overdrive of his TR4A whilst Jimmy is considering a re-spray on the TR7. Carl 

Butlion is nearing completion of the TR6, Godfrey got the GT6 and TR 7 going again, and Rob and his 

TR7 should be re-united shortly. Mike Koch’s Spitfire is still engine-less and Oppie sorted the TR3A’s 

wiring out. (Can you believe, faulty factory wiring loom.) 

The back shock conversion on my TR2 was replaced from Alfa to Mini shocks, which still feel a bit 

hard, but working lekker. On the TR4 I had endless troubles with the original SAH branch, keeping on 

leaking and eventually cracking again on way to Bloem. I was introduced to a guy from Power-flow in 

Uitenhage who will duplicate the original one for R1600-00, which is cheap comparing the imported 

product. This is next on the list. 

Bob had to call our engine guru, Frikkie to help him after the TR3’s head overall ended worse than 

before the overall. After a couple of hours tinkering it was discovered that the push rods were of 

different lengths. (6 = 261mm and 2 = 257mm). This resulted in the tappets not being able to be set 

accurately as the adjusting screws were to short.  The revised shorter and thicker push rods were 

apparently introduced when the head had been skimmed a number of times to provide and compensate 

for a   higher compression 

Bob made contact with an ex Cape Town member, Geoff Ritson who is busy restoring a Stag with a 

Chev V8 engine. Then there are also a couple of Spitfire owners who contacted me, and promised to 

join our outings in future. We can only hope and wait……… 

 

Sad to see that our official National Webpage is only updated every 2 years. This site still showing the 

East Rand centre, Ken Boss as editor and Regional information way outdated. 

 

Before I end I must congratulate Eric with his first Sabrina edition, and Judy Harris, who surely is on 

the ball regarding communication and updates. As far as I can remember this is the first “official club 

membership card” I have received from the National body since 1985? 

 

Keep it up you two! 

 

Deon 
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OM MADIBA BAY TO NATIONALS IN 

MANGUANG 

By C M “Bob” Pretorius   Continued from June 
 

• Tomatoes must have been the remedy of the day to two Triumphs 
experiencing problems. When Mike’s TR7 experienced a broken  exhaust 
pipe problem on the low slung TR7, going through a drainage gutter, a can 
of canned tomatoes and 2 metal hose clamps did the trick back to PE.  

• Heinz picked up a problem with overheating in the TR4A, when his water 
pump pulley started spinning freely having dislodged a key, near in 
Beaufort West. After many calls to Deon, who on Yvonne’s insistence, 
travels with many spares,  had it sorted out.. 

• Godfrey and Jackie experienced over heating problems on the TR7 and 
then tried again with the GT6. At Colechester enough was enough. Oppie 
of Towrite tow him and Jackie home.  

• This was a valiant effort, demonstrating the eagerness to attend nationals, 
and even with Karl Illenberger offfering the use of a third Triumph, it was 
decided that  discretion is said to be the better part of valour.  

• Deon managed to complete nationals with the inherent cracked exhaust 
manifold. ( Maybe it is time for a new one. ) 

The National Programme 

The 4-day programme for Nationals was efficiently planned and the spacing of 
the events resulted in a relaxed atmosphere with ample time for socialising and 
renewing acquaintances.  

• At registration, Nols and his team of organisers did an excellent job.  
Registration went chop chop and Jaco and Engela van Vuuren sold  
some smart regalia and bumper badges commemorating the event.  

• After a restful sleep on a very comfortable bed, Nationals kicked off with a 
delicious English welcome breakfast , with all the trimmings. This 
innovation to start nationals was greatly appreciated. Everyone was well 
rested and welcome speeches by the National President- Alan, Chairman 
–Gerhard and organiser- Nols set the tone for the rest of our stay.  

• This was followed by a cleaning day, while concours and show day 
participants cleaned and polished Triumphs and wandered around 
renewing friendships and  acquaintances.  Many cleaning tips were 
observed . The following need mentioning: - 

• Macquires polish proved to be amongst the best waxes    available. 
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•  
o After the wax polish , it is recommend that Macquires Detail be  
applied for the final wet deep gloss.  ( Hans van Eck ) 

o Prepsol  sprayed on the engine and left to soak...and then      
removed with a high pressure spray left the engine degreased   

and shining. ( Louis Greef)  

o Whiskey used as a window cleaner did a fantastic job. ( Nan  
Turner) 

o Masking tape rolled into balls served as a excellent vacuum  
cleaner to pick up fluff and grass cuttings on the carpets. (Les  

Cox) 

• On the Monday cars lined up at Maselspoort and proceeded 30km to the 
Windmill Casino for the Concours and Show Day. Once again the 
organisation was magnificent. Nols stressed that judges should not be 
petty and should rather view the concours as a vehicle to encourage 
members to preserve their cars. 

•  
( Maybe this gesture will lead to more Triumphs taking part in the 
Concours ). Needless to say all the concours cars were certainly of a very 
high standard and all competitors must be congratulated. Food in the local 
restaurants was excellent and the Casino saw some enthusiasts while their 
time away. It would be amiss of me not to mention that some Triumphs not 
participating in the Concours event also did the TSCC proud.  

• Tuesday was the Tour de Bloemfontein Day.  After having their photo’s 
taken at the entrance to Maselspoort participants were issued with sheets 
of  set  questions pertaining to 5 venues ( i.e. The Old Governor General 
House- Oliewehuis Art Museum, The S A  Armour Division Museum, the 
Pretty Gardens Shopping mall, The National Women’s Memorial and 
Anglo-Boer Museum and the Fire Station Museum). These were all 
venues which one would not normally visit when passing through or 
visiting Bloemfontein. It was noted that some local residents were not even 
aware of the fantastic interior contents and beautiful gardens of some of 
these places of interest.  

• The Quiz- Hamburger evening saw TSCC Centres competing against 
one another. This year the Eastern Cape was entered as the Border 
Centre and the Port Elizabeth Centre. The Port Elizabeth team faired 
poorly on general knowledge and Triumph history, but Mike and Carl did 
well in identifying Triumph parts concealed in a bank bag. 

 

•  

•  

• The BGM  followed the normal agenda, with much time being taken up 
with the future of the acquisition of Triumph parts through the Club ( i.e We 
remain ever grateful to Rene de Villiers for continuing this service), and 
the sale of existing stock. The 2010 Nationals will be organised by the 
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Johannesburg Club at a venue of their choice. Obviously central venues 
were hard to come by. The elected TSCC executive under the leadership 
of Alan and Gerhard bodes well for the future of our Club. - 

• The Driving Test was held in the Maselspoort car park. 
Each competitor had to complete two circuits. Firstly 
around the Go-cart track, and secondly zigzagging 
through bollards with a skillo-meter attached to the 
bonnet.  Deon managed to loose the tennis ball, while 
Bob required Deon to act as navigator to complete a 
flawless zig-zag run. Yvonne did well to complete two 
flawless circuits in the ladies event.   

The Prize Giving Dinner Dance turned out to be the best finale to the 
Nationals to date. This was a real auspicious occasion was staged in the 
Conference Centre 

 It was conducted with dignity giving ample recognition to the various 
recipients……and who will forget the cabaret show  with Cathy looking for 
Nols and Harry Fairley’s antics in the urinals. 

    The following locals received well deserved awards :- 

❖ Deon   Silver Medal for the blue TR4 in D’ Elegance 
❖ Bob Gold Medal for Ole Yella in D ‘Etat 
❖ Heinz  Gold for the TR4 in d‘Elegance 
❖ Bob        Trophy for Best Performance in Spitfire and  GT6  

Category. 
Special mention should be made of Geoff Kriel from Border who walked off 
with a Gold Medal and awards for the best D’Eelegance Triumph on display 
for his immaculate BRG TR4. 

   The catering was superb and with everyone dressed appropriately for           
the occasion they danced and rocked the night away.  

On the social scene. It was great to team up with our Border club mates for 
braai’s, enjoying comestibles and refreshments, not to mention the Gavin 
Turner and Louis Greeff dom pedro’s. Interesting times were spent with fellow 
TSCC members and particularly when I waylaid Harry Fairley  to reminisce 
over  events and characters of  the previous nationals and his role in the club.  
The homeward journey was long and tiresome with much conversation 
focusing  on an evaluation and appreciation of the 2008 Maselspoort  
Nationals , which during my membership of the TSCC was one of the best. 
Well done Nols and his organising Team you have whetted our appetite for 
2010.
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Pretoria 
Well Nationals are over & finished and it is back to the normal run of events. 

Our first noggin after Bloemfontein coincided with what was probably the coldest night of the year, 

consequently there was a very small turn out. This resulted in Eric’s Ama7even annual Jigsaw evening 

being postponed to some future date. 

In contrast the Ama7even run took us through the developing face of Pretoria & Centurion into 

suburbs, shopping Malls & Industrial developments that did not exist two or three years ago. 

Amazingly some areas do not yet appear in the map books or even on Garmin, so fast is the growth of 

the area. At the lunch venue a delightful country pub we were joined by Johannesburg making a total of 

over 35 of us for lunch. 

June saw the Cat’s Eyes event, held annually on a Saturday evening and organised by the previous 

years winner, this involves following a simple route to an unknown large shopping Mall.  

This year Johan took us to the brand new Irene Mall in one of the growth areas that we drove through 

on the Ama7even run. This is a Mall with a difference, when once inside, it is laid out like a village 

complete with cobbled streets, street names, trees, fountains and open to the stars. Now begins the fun 

as one attempts to find answers to some 25 cryptic clues . These answers being hidden in the windows 

of the the various stores.  

At the end of the trail(trial?) we all relaxed over dinner in one of the Mall’s restaurants while the results 

were deduced. 

As a result of being far too clever Jaco & Engela have the task of running next years Cats Eyes. 

The following day we joined the Johannesburger’s run through the cradle of Human Kind. This 

Heritage area has now received huge development and the smooth winding roads are just what your 

Triumph was made for. 

There appears to be no end to the efforts of Dave & Judy. Dave, who runs a 7,is would you believe the 

Captain of the Sidescreens and so for the Sidescreen noggin they reigned supreme. With scones and an 

eclectic general knowledge quiz the evening was a delight. Guess who one the quiz? Why non other 

than our Chairman Nols despite being retired and in the throes of moving house. 

The Spitfire run went East to the historic village of Cullinan, and Premier Diamond mine  the source of 

the World famous Cullinan Diamond.Personally I think most people went just for the ride round the 

village on the minature steamtrain 

It looks like July And August are the “Cars in the Park” month and Pretoria is no exception. 

The Pretoria Old Motor Clubs  annual event . now in its’ second year at Zwartkop Raceway, just gets 

bigger. 
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At nine o’clock that morning there were apparently tail backs on the approach roads as long as 5Km. 

The Marque Cars are arranged on pre-booked stand around both the outer and inner perimeter of the 

circuit.  

Access  to the various stand is by means of driving around the circuit. 

Thus there were cars to be seen cheek by jowl where ever one looked while the pits celebrated a display 

of GM & Ford cars illustrating those companies 100year existence. 

So what of Triumph? 

Our two stands , diagonally opposite the pits” were nearly too small with as many as 28 cars from 

Pretoria and Johannesburg. 

The weather was perfect and added the last bit of polish to a wonderful day. 

Welcome to Tim Kent (no 442) who lives in Bethal, Mpumalanga. He owns a TR4 (under restoration) 

as well as a TR7 coupe. Tim came through to Pretoria to attend Cars in the Park and it was good to 

meet him in person. 

So until December “here’s Looking at you” 

Pretoria’s Scribe 

 

From the bookshelf. 
Our first review comes from Dave Harris. 
THE WORKS TRIUMPHS. 

This work by Graham Robson & published by Haynes at £20.  The book traces the history of Triumphs 

involvement in motor sport over a 52-year period and is “unputdownable”. 

Beginning with Donald Healey’s win in the 1929 Monte,  
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 in a borrowed car. It the follows the steps of cars such as the Gloria, Dolomite Straight 8, TR2, Standard 

10,Vanguard, Tr3, 3A, Standard Pennant, Tr3S, Herald Coupe, TR4, Vitesse 1600, Spitfire, 2000,2.5PI, 

Dolomite Sprint, TR7 & TR7-V8. 

Robson’s easy style takes us through all the major events contested by Triumph. These include the overall 

win by a Standard 10 in the 1955 RAC Rally & the last overall win in a TR7-V8 being the 1980 Manx 

Trophy Rally by Tony Pond & Fred Gallagher. 

The text is wonderfully illustrated with superb photographs, many donated by competitors as well as those 

from the archives of the British Motor Industry Heritage Trust. 

 

Thanks Dave, but surely there are more of you that read, so why not send me you reviews? 

 

You also cannot afford to miss my book of the year, 

 David Knowles’s “Triumph TR7 the Untold Story” (published by The Crowood Press at ₤25) 

should be prescribed reading for all MBA students.  

Even if you don’t like 7’s this is still a can’t put down book.  

It chronicles the ineptitude, arrogance & incompetence of all involved from Chairman, engineers, 

marketers, shop stewards & workers.  

Maybe the only persons not involved are the tea ladies. 

It begins by describing the Triumph heritage and runs through the good years of TR2’s and 3’s and 

then introduces the main players, Stokes, Michelotti and moves on to the TR4’s, 5 & 6. 

The birth of British Leyland is described in detail. 

We are then introduced to Project Bullet; there is even a detailed account of a mid engined MG. 

Of course Harris Mann is introduced and the saga continues. 

Nearly every one of the 247, fully illustrated, pages will cause you to mutter with astonishment. 

Let me give you a couple of, albeit, edited examples. 

The January 1975 USA launch in Florida required 35 cars to be shipped to the US. On arrival they 

displayed “ill fitting bodies, shipping damage, bad paint, broken windows, missing parts” to name but 

some of the faults. 

Only by virtue of Bob Tulius’s Group 44 were 17 cars salvaged for the launch, after all night sessions 

that predated “Overhaulin” by 30 years. 

You have all heard of ridiculous UK strikes but the book chronicles many of the Speke ones in detail. 

One such tells of the screwdriver strike.  

The 7 uses both Phillips and Pozidrive screws, so to prevent confusion some one decided that each 

would have its own colour identifiable handle,  



 xxxiii 

 

The colours being Red and Blue amazingly this led to Industrial action when a Liverpool supporter 

refused to use a blue (Everton) handled screwdriver wanting a Red one like his a mate down the line. 

  British Leyland America that seems to have been the unsung star of the lot.  

Unfortunately as the book reveals they were never listened to about anything be it for Sales or 

Engineering. One specific story illustrates this in that they maintained that they could achieve an 

additional 25bhp at the fly wheel with limited compression, cam and exhaust changes. These claims 

were dismissed in the UK and led to the expression that the figures had been achieved using 

“Californian Air”. So they sent an engine to the UK where it was run on a factory Dyno & produced 

more BHP than had been claimed. The result, the engine and its test results disappeared into obscurity. 

There you have it a must have read, even if it is a case of “Read it and weep’. 

Amazingly the tale does not end there because the July issue of 

 “CLASSIC & Sports Car” interviews Mike Cook in a revealing ,fully illustrated four page article. 

Mike joined the Triumph PR department in the USA in 1958 becoming the PR Manager in 68 the 

position he held until 1991 when he retired, albeit from Jaguar. 

He sheds light on the failures of the BL Group echoing and adding to those of David Knowles book. 

This is not limited to Triumph but includes Austin, Jaguar, Rover & MG with them not coming off 

smelling of roses either,  

For example how would you face up to a prissy British female advertising director and tell her that you 

could not use a new TR6 brochure? 

And why not?  

Because  it’s front cover boldly stated that the TR6 was a “ Big Mother”.  

The meaning in American parlance being totally different from the UK understanding.  

Having read this you won’t weep, you will probably howl. 

Incidentally Bill Piggott has just had a new book published by Herridge & Sons priced at 35 Pounds 

and entitled TRIUMPH TR2,3 & 3A In Detail. 

 

Eric Fletcher 

 

For Sale  
1958 TR3A - Red ,with new hood & sidescreens, rack& pinion 

steering servo assisted brakes 
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 High Torque starter , overhauled diff, red spoked wheels. Commission No TS 32039 – SA Assy No 

STR 987. 

Interested! 

Contact Bob Melvill on 083 580 3533  he is asking R165,000 ono  

 

 

2   NEW SPARES FOR SALE 
 

PART NO  CAR  DESCRIPTION    PRICE  

 

WKC 478  TR7  RHS finisher hardtop (grill)  R  250 

WKC 477  TR7  LHS finisher hardtop (grill)  R  250 

WKC 1208  TR7  Left rear bumper cover   R  100 

RTC 1795  TR7  L front indicator lens   R  200 

XKC 112  TR7  LHS sill     R  150 

XKC 113  TR7  RHS sill     R  150 

XKC 191  TR7  RR fender hardtop   R  300 

GRH661  TR7  Radiator hose    R    20 

YKC3393  TR7  Rear view mirror    R  150 

RTC1795  TR7  Left front flasher lens   R  200 

ZKC1472  TR7  Front blanking plate   R    20 

XKC3902  TR7  Badge front panel   R  250 

517818  TR6  Lens front RH    R  400 

517821  TR6  Lens front LH    R  400 

518221  TR6  Lens repeater RH   R    60 

518219  TR6  Lens repeater LH   R    60 

621770  TR6  Inner door handle   R    80 

215246  TR6  LHS indicator lamp   R 900 

TR6  Enamel TR6 front badge  R  500 

41220  TR6/Stag Inertia switch    R  150 

517818  TR6  RHS indicator lens   R  400 

RTC 210  TR6  RHS indicator lens (amber)  R  300 

GZA971  TR5/6 Top hose yellow/ black striped R    50 

GRH393  TR5/6 Bottom hose curved yellow/black R    40 

GEG 287  Stag  Bottom end gasket set   R    50 

 

3   SECOND HAND SPARES FOR SALE  
CAR  DESCRIPTION      PRICE 

TR6   Boot lid       R1000 

TR6  Limited slip differential carrier   R1200 

Spit MK1  Windscreen finisher     R  100 

TR6       3.45 differential                         R1900 

TR7  Alloy wheel (original)       R  400 
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TR6/Chicane Starter motor      R  400 

TR6  Hardtop        R4000 

TR6  Reconditioned Head     R  800 

TR6  Window winder handles    R    50 

TR4/5/6Spit Outer door handle     R  150 

TR6  Starter motor      R  550 

TR7  Complete engine with carbs    R4000 

TR7  Radiator       R  600 

TR7  Starter motor      R 500 

TR7  Alternator       R 450 

TR7/Spit/GT6 4 x 14 “ Compomotive Mags/tyres   R3000 

Spit MK1/2 Bonnet        R2000 

Spit MK2/3 Doors complete      each R 750  

Spit MK1/2 Gearbox        R1000 

Spit  Gearbox tunnel      R  200 

Spit MK1/2/3 Centre console      R  600 

Spit MK1  Radiator and header tank    R  400 

Spit MK2  Radiator       R  400 

Spit MK1/2  Generator       R  300 

Spit MK1/2/3  Distributor       R  250 

Spit MK1/2  Differential       R1200 

Herald  Gearbox       R  500 

Spit MK1/2/3 Window winder handles    R    50 

Spit MK1/2/3 Inner door handles     R    50 

These parts are fromTriumphs I have acquired over the years, which might be of interest to you so 

please contact me on 011 708 1722 (OH), 011 679 2954 (Home) or 082 508 0910 (Cel).     John 

Dobbins 

4 

Original TR3 front grill in good condition, virtually unobtainable & not to be confused with Moss 

reproduction R950.00 

Contact Dennis on 083 243 4881 or E-Mail Cook.dennis@gmail.com 

 5 

Triumph Herald- partly rebuilt needs some work to get on road. 

Contact Xia Xiahn at 082 960 3366 or 021 674 5574 with offers. 

 6 

Wanted a TR4A , contact Nick Jonas on 082 741 3276  or 018 297 5896  

7 

TR7 DHC needs TLC but in good running order. Contact Dave Shreeve on 082 4666 135 or 021 791 

1004 or E-Mail shreeve@netactive.co.za 

8 

TR7 FHC one owner 1982 very good condition, never rebuilt. Contacr Monica Perrin on 021 424 4811 

mailto:Cook.dennis@gmail.com
mailto:shreeve@netactive.co.za
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A TR7 Story TR7 Story –Part 2 
We continue the saga of Dave & Judy Harris’s TR7 with them having made the decision to not re-spray 

the car. 

 

The thoughts now turned as to how to improve the cars appearance and achieve a lot by paying 

attention to detail without spending loads of money. 

The “tatty” front bumper had at one time received fibre glass repairs and was now a one piece as 

opposed to the original 3 piece. 

It was actually easy to remove despite being very heavy, after disconnecting the sidelight/flashers, 

removing 4 nuts and their washers and then pulling it forward of its centre pivot rod. 

We then took it to a bumper repair shop, where it was filled, sanded and re-sprayed to match its original 

finish. 

On refitting the normally seen rewards drop of TR7 front bumpers was rectified by fitting a 4mm 

spacer behind the top edge of the centre pivot rod. 

We had already cleaned the insides of the front sidelight and rear lights and fitted new bulbs. 

The bonnet & boot were easily re-aligned by simply loosening their fixing bolts and moving their 

panels. 

Doors were more difficult by adjusting the latch assembly. The passenger door eventually requiring a 

piece of gasket material behind the door restraint in order to get it to close smoothly. 

After sanding with wet & dry and re-spraying the easily removed lower screen & windscreen wiper 

arms looked a treat, The rear cockpit finishers behind the top rear of the doors and the sunken plastic 

surround of the petrol tank filler neck received the same treatment. 

The outer weather-strips were replaced and Dave discovered an easy method of fitting them (Give him 

a call to learn the secret on 011 849 6267) 

The not so good l/h rear wheel found a new home in the boot while the spare was shot blasted & re-

sprayed silver and took its place. 

There are 4 metal floor plugs which were rusty and the floor bent because of trolley jack lifting. These 

dents are easily hammered out with a 1lb hammer. New plugs were fitted using contact adhesive & 

given a coat of underbody rubberiser. 

Several applications of Diamond Guard polish completed our body job. 

 

Costs amounted to:- 
 Front Bumper    R350    Local 

 Front & rear lights & bulbs  R81    Local 

 New side/indicator light assembly R400    Rimmer Bros 

 Re-align doors/bonnet/boot lid R nil 

 Re-spray lower windscreen surround/wiper arms & fuel tank filler neck 

      R29    Local 

 Pair outer weather-strips & clips R275    Rimmer Bros 

 Pair drop glass rubbers  R259    Rimmer Bros 

 Wheel repair/paint/balance  R40    Local 

 4 new floor pan plugs   R28    Rimmer Bros 

     

TOTAL R1380 

So now it was time to tackle the suspension & sub frame bushes using poly urethane bushes supplied b 

Rimmer Bros in kits. 

The front suspension, anti roll bar bushes, lower ball joints and track rod ends were relatively easy to 

replace & refit. This results in a much tighter feel to the front end. 

At the rear there are 8 suspension bushes but take care. The Rimmer supplied poly bushes come in two 

pieces and it is necessary to remove about 2-3mm from the small end in order to make it possible to 

refit the rear suspension and radius arms. Note that the steel bushes supplied in the kit are pushed in 

after you have fitted the poly bushes. 
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Again just like the front the result after fitting is a much tighter rear end & improves the tendency to 

oversteer. 

The suspension costs were:- 

 
 Front sub frame bushes 8 off   R550 

 Front lower track control arm bushes 2 off R165 

 Front anti roll bar bushes 6 off  R370 

 Rear suspension arm bushes 4 off  R450 

 Rear radius arm bushes 4 off   R400 

 

     TOTAL R1935 

 

Dave & Judy Harris 

To be continued 

(All quoted costs are at 2007 basis- Editor) 

 

SPARES FOR YOUR TRIUMPH 
 

At the 2008 National Gathering it was decided that in future all discounts that the Club receives on 

imports from the UK will be passed on directly to members importing spares. Because of the Club’s 

very long association with Moss-Europe these discounts are significant. 

There has never been a better time to have a good look at your car with a view to improving it. A total 

or even a partial rebuild will add tremendous value to your asset. If you are not quite ready for a rebuild 

you may want to get a few bits of new trim, or a new set of wheels or some accessory. Our cars have 

become sought after items and any improvement you make to yours will also add to your enjoyment of 

it. 

Moss-Europe has an extremely wide selection of spares and accessories for all our models.  
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Visit their website at  http://www.moss-europe.co.uk and have a look at what is available. If you are 

interested in importing anything, send the part numbers and your contact details to me (fax to 011 680 

3124), and I will let you have a quote. The Club places an order around the middle of each month and 

the parts normally arrive before the end of the month. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

René de Villiers 

Spares Administrator 

Tel/fax 011 680 3124 

 
What you see may not be what you get! 
 
The classic car movement internationally has for many years be plagued by fakes and so called 

replicas. 

The late great Dennis Jenkinson was oft to state that there was but one true replica and that was a 

Fraser Nash Le Mans Replica. These cars were built by Fraser Nash in the same works and by the same 

team that built the Le Mans cars, they were sold by Fraser Nash as a model. 

As Jenks said anything else is not a replica but a fraud. 

In America such copies are now referred to as “Re-creations”, a welcome return to honesty. 

For several years now Triumphs have also been plagued by some, shall we politely say, deceits, and for 

this reason I believe it is time that we brought some of them to light. 

As with all Marque Clubs, anywhere, we crave young blood, and it is my belief that it is this very 

young blood that is open to being deceived by these Re-creations and maybe not necessarily 

intentionally. 

In subsequent Sabrina’s I will delve into other models but will kick off at the beginning with the 

Sidescreens. 

 

The aim is not to catalogue the specifications but to highlight the subtle differences that allow you to 

identify one model from another. 

What therefore is required is to understand the VIN numbers 

We all know that early TR2’s had long doors, but how about cars before TS1201 having a double 

thermostat housing necessitating a blanking plate. 

If your TR2 has a Lucas rear light model L471 and below it a separate round reflector then it should 

have a model number lower than TS1307. 

http://www.moss-europe.co.uk/
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Now check the distance between the windscreen wiper spindles, if this is only 266mm then it is a very 

early car with a number below 995TS, all cars after this have a spacing of 355mm. 

Does your TR2 have an Aluminum boot lid, it does, then it is possibly one of the first few hundred 

cars. 

I referred earlier to long door cars, these were in production until October 1954 with TS4002 being the 

last short door version. 

Even the soft top allows you to differentiate, since not only did the early cars have no rear quarter 

windows but the side screens had fixed plastic windows and zipped “hand signal flaps. This style was 

current on 1953/54 models and it is only 1955 models that gain rear quarter windows and sliding 

Perspex sidescreen windows.  

Does your car have chrome surround sockets mounted on the rail above the rear wheel arch?   

It does, then it is a 1955 model since these are securing sockets for the steel hard top that was 

introduced in that year.  

Also in 1955 from TS 4002 the internal bonnet release disappears to be replaced by the cheaper 

carriage key system similar to that of the boot lid. 

A good example of such an early TR2 is Bruce Leslie’s which, incidentally, is also the first TR2 to be 

registered in South Africa. 

On al TR2’s the boot and bonnet hinges were the same colour as the body work as were the steel 

wheels even on TR3’s 

Even these body colours tell a story with early cars only offering 3 options being, White, Black, Ice 

Blue, Geranium Pink and Olive Yellow. It was only in the middle of 1954 that BRG, Signal Red, 

Black, Pearl White, Geranium were available with Ice Blue & Olive Yellow deleted. 

Mechanically your 55 model should have 25.4mm rear drums instead of the original 228mm and the 

option of an overdrive. 

Finally let the production figures tell their story :- 

TS1  22nd July 1953 

TS8635 6th October 1955 

 

And so to the TR3 with a chrome bead around the same grille intake, a TR3 badge & tip forward 

passenger seat to allow access to the optional rear seat. 

 

Beige, Salvador Blue and Apple Green were added to the colour range, however Salvador Blue was 

replaced by the darker Winchester Blue in late 1956. 

Chrome bonnet & boot hinges were now in evidence and wing beading was polished stainless steel. 

Until October 1956 all TR2s’ & 3s’ had Lockheed drum brakes front & rear. These were now replaced 

by Girling disks on the front and Girling drums at the rear. 
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The 1957 range also had the high port head, so named by virtue of its inlet ports being raised by 

12.7mm resulting in a 100HP engine for the first time. 

These changes may also be identified by reference to vehicle numbers thus:- 

Drum Brakes   TS 8637 to TS 13046 

Disc   Brakes  TS 13047 to TS 22013 

On the 17th of September 1957 the first TR3 A came off the line while TR3s’ were still in production. 

Most Triumph fans are fully aware of the mainly cosmetic changes but there are some that may be 

more obscure such as the fact that some late model TR3s’ were supplied with outer door handles, 

amber rear indicators and chromed number plate lights. 

Chrome passenger grab handle, black plastic rim to the rear view mirror, chromed and redesigned 

sidescreen mount with Dzus fastener were among these obscurities. 

A 3As’ rear panel had raised pressings to accommodate the indicator lights. 

Knowledge of the now crackle black centre dash panel is well known but how about the small button 

on the far right under the heater rheostat knob? 

Your TR has one? If so it’s for the optional windscreen washer. 

Is the TRIUMPH bonnet lettering ribbed?  

If so it is a very early 3A. 

In January 1959 the front Triumph badge, which had always been red & black, was changed to blue & 

white. 

In late 1959 came a host of small seemingly insignificant body changes which will help you identify 

your car model as being after TS 60001. 

Small pressed plinths appeared as mounting points for boot and bonnet hinges. 

The spare wheel well was deepened, behind the front seat the floor was flattened to accommodate the 

optional rear seat. Oh yes if you have got a rear seat with rounded front corners, then that is a TR3 rear 

seat since those in the 3As’ are square 

Also rounded were the inside door framing edges and to really upset the whole sidescreen community, 

it was only then that windscreen was attached by bolts and not Dzus fasteners. 

 

TR3A body numbers can be confusing since :- 

17th Sept 1957  TS 22014 

But TS 47956 to TS 50000 not issued 

January 1963  TS 82346 

Ah yes! But you are about to buy a genuine TR3B for a princely sum, well let the buyer beware. 
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Just as the 3A was never designated as a separate model the 3B is even more of an oddity, in fact some 

refer to it as being just a fairy story. 

Well being a believer in fairies I went looking, but not at the bottom of my garden, and actually found 

some details. 

The 3B was also only badged as a TR3 and was produced at the request of the American dealer 

network apparently after the launch of the TR4 for the reason that they felt that the 4 would not sell. 

It certainly is not a myth but only 3,331 were built. The only vehicle number that I found is TSF263L 

and that is given on US documentation as the commission number. Thus it would appear that even the 

numbering system was totally different. 

Since they were built for the USA , only during 1962 and sold for $ 2,670 , it is logical that they were 

all LHD and , so this is definitely a model to research carefully before committing ones self to buy. 

Current US prices range from $26,000 to a whopping $54,000. 

But what makes it different from a 3A? 

A 2138cc engine with 9:1 compression ratio, two H6 SU’s, giving 105bhp. 

 The all synchro TR4 gearbox was fitted and Laycock de Normanville type A overdive was available as 

an option, 

One strange feature, which I do not understand (perhaps one of you can enlighten me?) were the 2 

holes in the front floor panels fitted with rubber plugs.  

According to the literature these were to allow the supplied jack to be used from inside the car , “As did 

the XK120 Jaguar”!!! 

Why would any one want to operate a jack from inside the car  

The following photographs prove its’ existence and also clearly illustrate the distinctive grill which is 

different  from , and indeed wider, than 

that of the 3A.  

 

 
 

 

 

If you know where there is one in South Africa please let me know, but keep it quiet so that I can claim 

that I did indeed find it at the bottom of my garden. 
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My thanks to works by Bill Piggott, Roger Williams, David Knowles & Wikipedia.. 

        To be continued 

 

Dorothy Deen- First Lady of Triumph 
 (Now this article from Dennis Cooke is a perfect follow on to the previous one.   Ed) 

 

 

 
I have long been fascinated with the Swallow Doretti, partly because of the involvement of the 

enigmatic Dorothy Deen in what is surely the only successful attempt to create a serious production 

sports car based around TR mechanicals-  with the exception of the iconic Morgan Plus 4, and partly 

because it is such a remarkable car. Imagine a 2 seater 100 mph conceived, designed, named, marketed,  

modelled and distributed by a vivacious young blonde lady from California! 

A few years ago I wrote a couple of articles for Sabrina on the car itself, but I had an unfulfilled desire 

to know more about this fascinating and remarkable lady who was so nearly successful with the 

Doretti,  definitely successful as a distributor of Triumphs in the west of the USA, but who had many 

other achievements  to her credit 

 

Although she played a significant role in the marketing of the car and subsequently of Triumph sports 

cars, it appears that she neither conceived nor designed the car  
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Swallow Coachbuilding’s entry into the sports car business was instigated by Eric Sanders,  managing 

director of the company that owned Swallow Coach building, although Swallow did purchase the 

Doretti name from Cal specialities- a company in which Dorothy had an  interest- because of Dorothy’s 

involvement.  

Swallow Coachbuilding, most will know,  had its origins in the pre-war firm, SS, which later became 

Jaguar. Swallow was the sidecar part of the firm, sold off after the war. To compensate for declining 

sidecar sales, it launched its own sports car, the Swallow Doretti, in 1954. The Doretti used the 

mechanicals from a TR2 and was a crust above the TR with its hand-built aluminium body and leather 

trim; its price, accordingly, was higher than the TR2. The Triumph parts fitted into Swallow's own 

tubular frame with an inner skin of steel. The result was a pleasing touring convertible capable of 

100mph (slightly less than the TR2) and it sold rather well: 276 were made in its ten-month life. 

 I am grateful to Peter du Sautoy who acquired a tremendous amount of information from the owner of 

the blue Doretti that appeared on the front cover of Sabrina at  the Simonstown waterfront a few years 

ago. The owner of that car was, or is,  one John Sanders, but it is not clear to me whether there is any 

relation to the Eric Sanders. 

Dorothy Deen’s most important contribution to the Doretti legend, came in that she and her father set 

up a distribution and support network to distribute and support sales of Swallow Doretti and Standard 

Triumph cars in the west of the USA, through their various Cal Sales companies.  In addition to 

overseeing a growing dealer network she often modelled for ads and appeared on television and radio 

because she was an attractive young woman, something of a rarity in the automobile industry during 

the early fifties. 

Her father, Arthur Andersen was in the tubing business and had become acquainted with Eric Sanders 

and he had expressed to Sanders the desire to  market and distribute a sports car. He was informed in 

early 1953 by Sanders that he should travel to England quickly if he was still interested in dealing with 

a sports car. He was offered the distribution of a new sports car that the Standard Swallow Company  

was building, based on Triumph components and which was designed by Frank Rainbow. In January 

1953, Sir John black had agreed to supply Standard Triumph components to his old school chum Eric 

Sanders. It was during a second visit there with her father that Dorothy named the car, and sold the 

name Doretti owned by Cal sales for $1.00.  There is no doubt that Sir John Black was closely involved 

in the development of the Doretti as he wished to ensure that a safe sports car was developed after the 

bad start to the TR. 
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 Whilst in the UK Dorothy and her father saw the new TR, and she remembered an exciting and 

somewhat terrifying test run with Ken Richardson in a TR2 , which was probably the prototype used to 

set records at Jabekke. On this occasion the two met with Sir John Black and secured a limited 

agreement to distribute Standard Triumphs in the Western USA. . 

 

On 3 November 1953, Sir John Black was driven by Ken Richardson for a test run in the newly 

delivered very first Doretti prototype finished in special colours to match his Bentley. Richardson 

collided with a factory truck that had turned in front of them His face was badly cut, and suffers a 

broken ankle as well a sprained wrist. Black was less severely injured, suffering a broken arm and 

numerous lacerations. Having the “secret”  sports car exposed, however and Black’s being laid up after 

the accident seems to have resulted in the Standard Triumph Board forcing his retirement soon after. 

The Doretti’s extremely strong tubular steel chassis had protected the occupants from more serious 

injuries. 

 

As an aside (and probably worthy of another story) a US race car builder Max Balchowsky had been 

building V8 Motors into Doretti’s long before the emergence of Carol Shelby; he stated that it was the 

only car strong enough for a 250 lb man to sit on the body without damage and that the rest of the car 

was just as strong, which is no doubt why it was slower than a  

TR 2. 

Dorothy’s interest and involvement with imported sports cars began in 1950 with the purchase of an 

MG TD. She soon found herself involved in a whole new world;  involved in rallies and racing and she 

and her father particularly enjoyed running their sports cars- his a Morgan- on a deserted their field 

near their beach house. 

Dorothy and her father launched the TR2 and the Doretti in their American debuts at a show which she 

had set up at the Ambassador hotel in Los Angeles.   

It was such a success that the fledgling sports car distributorship took off with a bang. Triumph 

eventually became one of the best selling British sports cars on the West Coast, and their Cal sales the 

largest Triumph distributorship in the world – a feat all the more remarkable considering that Triumph 

was a late entry into the American sports car market already dominated by MG and Jaguar.  The 

Standard motor company had hired a new York advertising agency who used Dorothy Deen 

extensively in the advertisements, promoting her uniqueness as the only female distributor in the 

country, not to mention her beauty.  It is probably from this ad agency that the myth arose of her being 

the designer of the car.  
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The Los Angeles times of 19 March 1957 called her “ a lassie who features a well built chassis” and 

like the Doretti  “had curves instead of angles” 

Dorothy had herself hired an advertising agency to promote Cal sales –her company- and she felt that 

the home office wasn’t doing enough to promote the dealers.  She made sure that Triumph’s name was 

kept before the public with her company’s racing efforts, having a few cars prepared for competition. It 

is said that the offer of a ride in a Cal Sales TR 2 brought Phil Hill out of retirement,  from where he 

went on to Europe and his 1961 F1 World Championship. 

Dorothy did not hesitate to take on the ST factory itself when it came to the cars and the dealers. One 

area in which she felt strongly was the colours in which the TR’s were supplied, as the first models 

were available only in pastels. She stated that “they might be nice in your drawing room or your 

bedroom but were just not suited to cars and the dealers complained about them”. She was particularly 

scathing about the pinkish red colour called “geranium”. She had apparently been told by Sir John 

Black that his wife had chosen the colours as these were recommended by an interior decorator who 

had just redone her home! 

In order to pressurize the factory she had four TR’s painted in the colours she wanted the factory to 

adopt,  including a Ferrari Red, a bright yellow and sky blue and unveiled them to her dealers at a 

special show. Representatives of ST who were present were undoubtedly influenced sufficiently by the 

positive dealer response for the factory to bring about changes in the colour schemes 

Production of the  Doretti ended in 1955 after just 270 were produced, and  Standard Triumph stopped 

supply of components. It must be considered strange indeed for ST to sell kits of components to any 

company that was determined to produce and sell a competing sports car, just as they were launching 

the TR 2.! Although the Doretti was heavier and more expensive than the TR 2, it was nicely styled, 

coach built and competently engineered, and could have been a serious threat in the USA market with 

its lines similar to the then sports racing Ferraris  

Cal Sales continued with Standard Triumph distributorship until 1960, when  the Standard Triumph 

factory decided to handle its own automotive distribution and bought out its US dealers.  By this time 

Dorothy’s father had retired and she decided it was time for her to move on to new and different 

challenges 

Shortly thereafter she qualified as a helicopter pilot, becoming the 45th woman in the free world to 

obtain her helicopter license. She then purchased a dealership for Piper aircraft in Long Beach,  

subsequently offering service and rentals of hangers as well as flight lessons.  This was followed by a 

short period in the property industry and then a return to university to study law. Her 3 rd husband Jim 

Sitz, is a noted automotive historian and hobbyist whose particular field of expertise in his race cars. 
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Dorothy Deen, born 28 March 28, 1922 died 23 October, 2007  in a hospital near her home in 

Oceanside California. A long and a full life, indeed,  for someone who must be regarded as the First 

Lady of the Triumph TR. 
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Thanks Dennis. I can remember drooling over one of them in mid 50’s UK where it was regulary 

parked outside our favourite coffee bar. 

Dennis also tells me that he saw one in 1998 at the Swartkops Triumph. He believes that this was 

bought by a club member Peter Bishop, Nols tells me that he believes that there were two there. 

Now if TV can have it’s “Make a Millionaire” & the Sunday Press their “Treasure Hunts” let us 

have hunt the Swallow Doretti. 

Let everyone send me their clues,memories , legends whatever & I will keep a log in subsequent 

Sabrina’s. 

Someone can start with Peter Bishop who unfortunately does not appear in the membership records. 

So let the hunt begin. 

Ed. 

http://www.doretti.co.uk/
http://www.velocetoday.com/
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LETTERS 

An open letter to Michele Lupini 

Dear Michele, 

 I subscribed to the original Classic Car Africa at its inception and on its incorporation by your 

publication took out a five year subscription. I believe that initially it improved under your stewardship 

during its quarterly period. 

The arrival in March of the flip side issue and the change to a Monthly, to me made a lot of sense. 

However since then it has apparently gone down hill and appears to be on a slippery slope to 

extinction. 

On first impression I felt that the quantity of coverage had been greatly reduced but on closer 

examination of the figures this perception proved to be incorrect. 

I include my findings below. 
Original Lupini 1st Combo Current

CCSA CCSA CCSA/AC CCSA/AC

Classic Car

No of Pages 48 58 39 26

No of AdvertPages 5.5 6 9 10

% Adverts 11 10 23 38

Material Pages 42.5 52 30 16

No of Issues/year 4 4 12 12

Articles Pages/year 170 208 360 192

Cars in Action

No of Pages n/a n/a 97 84

No of AdvertPages 10 8

% Adverts 10 10

Material Pages 87 76

No of Issues/year 12 12

Articles Pages/year 1044 912

Cover Price n/a 26.27 25.95 25.95

Cover Price for 12 315.24 311.4 311.4

Cars in Action cost/article page n/a 0.30 0.34

Classic Car cost/article page 1.52 0.87 1.62  
 

These actually show a more disturbing feature when one compares the Classic versus Action material. 

For the same cost of R25.95 the Action reader gets almost 5 times more reading than the Classic reader.  

This can be read another way in that since the cost per Classic page is in the order of R1.60 against the 

34 cents of the Action page, it appears that the Classic reader subsidises the Action reader. 

From your perspective I believe that there is an even more disquieting statistic where advertising is 

concerned.  

Both the Classic and Action pages include virtually the same number of pages of advertising. In other 

words 50% of your advertising comes from the Classic section. 
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Now if Classic section were to disappear it appears to indicate that even the Action magazine would be 

in financial difficulty. 

Obviously my point is that the Classic following in South Africa deserves better. 

Why even the imported Classic & Sports Car at a R115 per copy offers more value, with its 100 odd 

superb pages (excluding adverts) equating to R1.15 per page. 

Also the many adverts also for interesting reading. 

With over 40 marque clubs in the country each with a large membership they surely represent a fair 

market, particularly as their members are probably in a more affluent sector of the community.  

A fact which your advertisers in the Classic section obviously recognise. 

Now each of these clubs produces either a monthly or quarterly magazine and I would urge them to 

copy you as I will do with the next issue of the Triumph Sports Car Club of South Africa’s “Sabrina” 

For your part how about a detailed report in each issue about one of these clubs? 

As the editor of Sabrina I will undertake to keep you informed of matters Triumph. 

How about some detailed reports on the Classic races held around the Country and similarly the annual 

gathering such as Cars in the Park, Piston Ring shows and Angela’s Picnic? 

You will note that I used the words “detailed reports”. 

This annual charity show involves nearly all of the Marque clubs, with some truly remarkable vehicles 

amongst the several hundred on display. 

 I know that you are going to tell me that you covered Angela’s Picnic in your June issue. Yes and its 

coverage proves my point.  

It surely justifies some innovative in depth reporting in contrast to the superficial one page and a couple 

of photo’s. 

Michele, I believe that you owe it to not only all the Classic Car owners out there but also to yourself.  

August 3rd sees the annual POMC “Cars in the Park” at Zwartkop, how about using this event to show 

that you are serious about the Classic Car movement? 

Why not join us on the Triumph stand where you will not only meet a bunch of knowledgeable 

enthusiasts but you can also enjoy some hot coffee.  

Incidentally were you aware that we have more than 850 registered Triumphs amongst our members. 

I welcome your reply and will include it together with this letter in our September issue of Sabrina. 

Best Regards. 

Eric Fletcher  
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In answer to this letter I received a very frank and interesting reply from Michele in which he 

expressed his gratitude but detailed some revealing financial aspects that I do not believe it is for me 

to publicise. 

Now this letter was sent to Michele in June and therefore it is interesting to see that the September 

issue sees “Classic Car – Africa” as a stand alone  of 31 pages. Apparently to save costs it is no 

longer on high grade gloss paper but heavy newspaper type. So be it if it means increased coverage. 

In the Editorial Michele states that he fully intends getting it back to a standalone  tiltle and 

improved content. To do so he asks that the Classic Industry throws in their support. 

He further adds that he is looking for “ well connected – classic folk “ to join their team and should 

you be interested to contact either himself or Stuart Grant. 

For our part I shall be putting Michele on the Sabrina mailing list & request that the Regions send 

him their monthly newsletter. 

 

And from Beverly Moranduzzo. 

  

 Referring to June’s Sabrina I would like to extend my thanks to Dennis Cook and Sheila Maggs 

for their kind words about me and the repairs to the Maggs TR3A. It should however be noted that Jaco 

van Vuuren of Pretoria Centre did more work than ,I,despite us disagreeing on several issues, and I 

would like this fact to be acknowledged by all.It is refreshing to know that when there is a problem, 

there are those that willingly assist. 

Thank you Jaco!!!! 

 

Coming Events 
On the 2nd of May 2009 (yes you did read it correctly) 

The Garden Route Motor Club is organising a Classic Car Show in KNYSNA 

This is a long weekend with Friday 1st being a public holiday. 

For more details contact Roger Davis on rwdavis@telkomsa.net 

mailto:rwdavis@telkomsa.net
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Alternative Regional Contacts 
 

Border   Nan Turner 043 748 3036    or    083 325 1768 

      nanturner@webmail.co.za 

 

 KZN   Philip de Kock   031 266 8873 or  082 777 0001 

       

Johannesburg  Rhys Collins 011 686 5515 or 011 686 5515 (fax) 

      Rcolli27@csc.com 

Port Elizabeth  Bob Pretorius 041 585 8752 or 041 585 8752 (fax) 

      empretorius@xsinet.co.za 

Pretoria  Engela van Vuuren 012 664 2623 or 084 603 6819 

       

 

 

PEERLESS 
 

Another car based on TR3 components was the Peerless GT which was introduced at the 1957 Paris 

Auto Show. 

This gradually developed into the Warwick GT which just as the Marque died had gained a Buick V8 

engine.. 

This appetizer is intended to pave the way to more detailed article in December’s Sabrina. 

 

( Courtesy of the TR Registers Web Site) 

  

Repair of Window Winders ( not for sidescreens owners) 

 

The usual malfunction is caused by the teeth on the small gear being chewed off by the large semi-

circular tooth plate. 

This leaves us with several possibilities:- 

1. Buy a brand new winder assembly ----- expensive. 

2. Rebuild the teeth on your existing gear ----- difficult but possible. 

3. Interchange the assemblies from the other less used door --- even easier. 

 

If you choose method 1 then keep the old mechanism it may come in useful , if not for you but for 

some other TR owner. 

mailto:nanturner@webmail.co.za
mailto:Rcolli27@csc.com
mailto:empretorius@xsinet.co.za
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For methods 2 & 3 you will find that only half of the teeth on the sector plate actually get any use. 

Therefore on reassembly try to use the good half. 

Warning – if swapping from door units, only dismantle one unit at a time so that you can see how 

to correctly re-assemble the mainspring. 

 

For more penny pinching ,take out the mechanism & turn the winder shaft to expose the worn teeth. 

Now use a hammer to donner the teeth flat. Having regained the full teeth profile work grease into the 

mechanism before refitting. 

 

( Original article from TR Drivers Club Web Site) 

 

 
 

 

Well there you go, please blame any format errors on me deciding to switch to a Mac Computer. This 

has resulted in unlearning Windows .Ed. 
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