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Editorial

Just as | was about to leave Maselpoort someone said to me

“That is a hard act to follow.”

At first | thought that they were referring to Wendy Hay’s Cabaret, until | realised
that they were referring to Ken Boss and the Sabrina Editorship.

I must agree that it will not be easy living up to the standard set by Ken, but one
can only try and as the saying goes “So maak mense “.

All of my contact with Ken, other than through the pages of Sabrina, has been
long range by Telephone & E-Mail.

Over the past 6 months in particular Ken has been the epitome of helpfulness &
encouragement.

There are many more knowledgeable praise singers to be found herein and so |
will leave it to them, other than to say “Thank you Ken, and here’s hoping that |
can follow you act.”

So what of the future?

First things first and that is to produce June’s issue and with Judy’s assistance
capturing the correct mailing list.

It is my intention to bring to Sabrina some new ideas regarding content, of course
these will not happen all at once.

As they do | will attempt to explain the logic behind them and will welcome your
advice and criticism.

Essentially | aim to use the Pages of Sabrina to increase communication
between members, regions, and media and internationally on matters Triumph.
So here goes it's “ voet in die hoek “.

Eric Fletcher

Chairman’s Report

Chairman’s Chat — June 2008

As you all know, the Olympic Games are being hosted in Beijing from 8 - 24
August and | am surely looking forward to watching some of the action aren’t
you?



We can compare our national gatherings to the Olympic Games. We get
together every two years, (four years for Olympics), prepare our cars for the trip,
the show and Concours day and other events and have lots of fun whilst catching
up with friends made over the past number of years.

We also have the traditional opening event, lots of fun and games and then the
prize giving gala evening where gold, silver and bronze medals and other
trophies are handed over to members for achievements during the past two years
and at the event.

The number of Triumph enthusiasts that attended the 2008 Maselspoort national
gathering encourages me for the future of the Triumph marque in South Africa.
Everyone that | spoke to that attended the national gathering enjoyed the event
and | would again like to thank Nols Pienaar and the Pretoria committee for
hosting a really great event.

The Johannesburg centre will be hosting the next event and | would also like to
take this opportunity of wishing Gino Casieri and his team best wishes. We are
surely looking forward to it.

Why am | talking of the next national gathering already you may ask??? As we
all know, time waits for no one and the days, months and years are getting
shorter as time passes on. Luckily we still have more or less twenty-plus months
to prepare for it.

The challenge that we face is that of ever increasing costs and no one knows
what the fuel price will be in 2010, let alone everything else because fuel price
increase has a ripple effect on other products. The cost for us Capies to attend
the recent event was more than five thousand rand per car and | am sure that
that was what most distant members paid to attend. Now if you divide it into
smaller chunks, then it amounts to about two hundred rand per month for the two
years preceding the event. | am thus encouraging you to start saving for it now
already to ensure that you can attend such a prestigious event in your Triumph.
Attending a national gathering in your Triumph is something that every member
has to do at some stage. When | joined the club and heard about the national
gathering, | decided that | just have to attend it, and as they say, the rest is
history. You get to meet so many “like-minded” people with one common interest
and that is the preservation of the Triumph marque and enjoyment of our
Triumphs. It is also very interesting to see what other centre’s cars looks like and
how their members do it. This is the Triumph Sports Car Club’s Olympics being
hosted every two years.

Please try your utmost to attend it!!

It also encourages you to do that bit extra on your car again and having seen
examples of the best Triumphs from across the country will make you that bit
more energetic to continue with your rebuild and fixing minor items on your cars.
A huge welcome also to our new national committee members. Judy Harris is our
Secretary/Treasurer and Eric Fletcher our Sabrina editor. Thank you both for



volunteering to assist, we really appreciate it and know that you have the support
of the club in the fulfilment of your duties.

Also, thank you to Alan Grant for the great job that you do as our club’s
President, to Nols Pienaar as our registrar, all our centre chairmen for managing
the regional centres, to Rene de Villiers as spares manager and John Dobbins
for assisting with the insurance scheme. Without the dedication and assistance
of people such as these, no club can function. Thank you all, well done and keep
up the good work!!!

The winter’s cold weather should not stop us from going on our breakfast, lunch
runs and noggins, just dress warmly, drink lots of coffee and enjoy your
Triumph!!!l  Enjoy the Olympic Games and while watching it, think of our own
national gathering and how much fun it would be if you could attend it in your
Triumph and start saving for it.

Until next time, please drive safely; look after yourselves and God Bless.
Triumphant Regards,

Gerhard P. Vorster.

BGM Minutes

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA

Minutes of the 16" Biennial General Meeting held at 09:00 in the conference
room, Maselspoort Resort, Bloemfontein, on Wednesday 30 April 2008.

1. Welcoming

Gerhard Vorster as National Chairman and Chairman of the meeting welcomed
everyone present.

2. Apologies/Attendance register

The Chairman recorded that 63 members were present as per the attendance
register and that apologies for non-attendance had been received on behalf of 20
members. He noted that the required quorum was present and declared the
meeting duly constituted. Refer to attendance register elsewhere in this edition of
Sabrina.



Two items were added to the agenda under “General” namely the election of an
honorary member and a discussion on spares.

3. Minutes of the 15t BGM held in 2006 at Hermanus.

The minutes had been circulated in the June 2006 issue of Sabrina and were
taken as read.

It was noted that there was no position in the Club with the title Honorary
President and that it should read “President”

Subject to the above correction the minutes were proposed by Janse Uys and
seconded by David Blair and were adopted by the meeting as a correct record of
the proceedings of the meeting.

3. Matters arising from the minutes of the 15" BGM
There were no matters arising from the minutes.

4. Circulation of financial statements, 2006, 2007 and 2008.
The Chairman tabled the income and expenditure statements for the Sabrina

Account for the above years and read out the salient amounts which are
summarised as follows:

Year 2006 2007 2008.
Income (including amount c/fwd) R43 146,59 R39 804,04 R30 541,66
Expenditure 28 188,51 27 970,70 4 703,53
Carried forward 14 958,08 11 833,25 25 838,13
Paid up members 391 346
262
g/loembers receiving Sabrina 279 251
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The Chairman tabled the income and expenditure statements for the National
Account for the above years and read out the salient amounts which are
summarised as follows:

Year 2006 2007

2008

Income (including amount c/fwd) R5 699,64 R9 195,48 R8
949,08

Expenditure 2 887,50 4131,40 2
596,93

Carried forward 2 797,98 5 064,08 6
352,15

It was noted that the TSCC account conducted at ABSA Bank Ltd had been
closed on 28 March 2008 and that a Cheque for R32, 190, 28 (i.e. the total of
R25, 838, 13 and
R6 352, 15 as per the above), had been handed to the National Chairman,
Gerhard Vorster.

The Chairman confirmed that the SAMCA fees paid covered the cost of the
SAMCA indemnity.

Alan Grant tabled a copy of the 32 day notice statement of The Graham
Cheetham Triumph Trust account conducted with The Standard Bank of SA Ltd
dated 31 March 2008, reflecting a balance of R1 497, 92

It was noted that in terms of income tax legislation each centre, being a Club
without a profit motive and with any surplus being distributed to members, had to
apply for exemption from paying income tax. Gina Casieri undertook to circulate
details hereof to Centre Chairmen.



5. Report : National Chairman
The National Chairman read out his report as follows:

Chairman’s Report — 2008 National gathering.

We live in exiting but also uncertain times, with the politics in turmoil, interest
rates and oil prices on the increase, which has an effect on the fuel price and
everything else. | am not being negative, but just want to highlight the need for a
“hobby” that can take your mind off all the negative things in life.

Our “hobby” brings us together as often as possible locally and then every two
years at an event like this. Thank you for attending this event and for going the
extra mile to make this event a huge success. Without you, our members, friends
and family this event would not have been as enjoyable as it was.

Then there was also the story that BMW might release a new Triumph onto the
market, which exited us. Let’s hold thumbs and watch the press for details. |
believe that where there is smoke, there must be a fire.

A huge thank you also to the Pretoria centre specially Nols and Cathy Pienaar,
Chris and Dot Gibbons, Jaco and Engela van Vuuren, Glaudia Loots, Rory
Dreyer and Marius Labuschagne for organising this fantastic event. Also thanks
to Alan Dickens and Charles Mitchell from the Bloemfontein centre for their
support and assistance during the past two years.

Ken Boss retired earlier this year and decided that it is time to hang up his gloves
and will thus not be available for re-election. | would like to take this opportunity
of thanking Ken for performing duty as secretary, treasurer and Sabrina editor for
more than 20 years!!! Ken never missed a deadline and ensured that the books
balanced, reports were compiled and sent on time, and the Sabrina’'s were
edited, printed, placed in envelopes, addresses were updated all the time, and
posted. Ken also ensured that the member’s database was kept up to date and
new members received a “welcome pack” upon registration with the club. The
finances are in order and the national account as well as the Sabrina accounts is
in a healthy state. Thanks again Ken for what you have done for the Triumph
Sports Car Club of South Africa, we appreciate it!!



Since our last get together at Hermanus quite a lot has happened in our club.
Nols and his team arranged their centre’s silver jubilee at the Voortrekker
Monument. They also attracted huge public interest and many new members
joined the club as a result of this get together.

All the centres are in good standing, have interesting and exiting outings and
noggins, but one concern is a severe decline in membership. In 2006 we had 391
paid up members of whom 279 received Sabrina, in 2007 we had 346 of whom
251 received Sabrina and at 28 March 2008 we had 262 registered members of
who 205 receives Sabrina. In real terms during the last three years the
membership declined from 279 to 205. It is not only the Triumph Sports Car Club
in South Africa that suffers from this phenomenon, but most classic car clubs
across the world experiences the same trend. | encourage you to do whatever it
takes to try and retain members and also to attract new ones to our Triumph
family. | have met quite a number of new members at this event and | encourage
you to keep the spirit high and keep on using your Triumphs.

Gino Casieri also got the Triumph Sports Car Club’s website off the ground and
we now have a presence in the World Wide Web. Many interested parties from
all over the world visit our site. Thanks Gino for getting this going and keep it up.

The club is going into a “new era” and our members and cars are not getting any
younger, but we will keep on going and get together as often as possible. 2010
will also be an interesting year with the South Africa hosting the SOCCER
WORLD CUP and we our next national gathering.

In closing, your endorsement of my efforts, during both good and bad times, is
appreciated and extends beyond mere reinforcement. More important, it
increases my desire for us to be the winning team.

Thank you for supporting my efforts and allowing us to become friends and team
mates and making a difference in the South African motoring fraternity and strive
to be the best motoring club in the country!!

Please take care, drive back home safely and encourage the members that did
not attend this event to do so the next time around. God Bless and be



6. Report : Registrar
Nols Pienaar as Registrar tabled his report, which reflected an increase in the
number of cars on the register since 2006 from 815 to 853 in total. He noted that
the numbers were in respect of cars in South Africa and not of cars of Club
Members.
He appealed to Centre Chairmen to keep him informed of changes in ownership
and of new members.
7. General Issues
Election of Honorary Member
The Chairman tabled Nols Pienaar’s proposal for the election of Gino
Casieri as an Honorary Member. The proposal outlined Gino’s contribution
over the past 21 years since he joined the Pretoria Centre in 1987 and
recorded his role in the organising of various successful events and as
that of Chairman of the Pretoria and Johannesburg Centres.
Gino Casieri was duly elected to the position of Honorary Member.

Spares
The Spares Administrator, René de Villiers, recorded that over a period of 30

years a stock of slow-moving spares had accumulated in the Spares Fund and
that the accounting contra to this asset was reflected as a loan to the
Johannesburg Centre. He noted that in an effort to sell these spares, the
Johannesburg Centre had decided to halve the selling prices of the spares. In
addition, a raffle of the last remaining spares was being conducted at the
present National Gathering. He also outlined the process currently followed in

the importation of spares, in collaboration with John Roets who was the
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custodian of the Cheque book of the Spares Fund account with Nedbank Ltd.

The aim of the Spares Fund was to ensure the steady supply of affordable
spares. It was hoped that such a supply would encourage members to
undertake partial and total rebuilds, the ultimate aim being that of making
Triumph cars the most desirable classic cars to own — which in turn would
result in each member’s car becoming more and more valuable.

He and John Roets had discussed the matter and their proposal was as

follows:

- That Moss-Europe, due to an association of more than 30 years, and
the discount offered to Club Members, continued to be used as the
sole UK supplier, but that a possible second supplier in the USA be
sourced.

- That the present method of paying for imported spares and UK
shipping costs (i.e. by way of using the personal credit card of R de
Villiers) be continued with

- That the Triumph Sports Car Club of SA Spares Fund account with
Nedbank Ltd be maintained with John Roets and René de Villiers as
signatories.

- That the loan owing to the Johannesburg Centre be repaid as soon as
possible.

- That the Spares fund build up a reserve of at least R25 000,00 to cater
for any eventualities concerning imports

- That thereafter the mark-up (currently 10% or more) on spares
imported be reduced to nearly 0% (zero percent) so that members who
participated in a particular import consignment shared directly in the
discount obtained from Moss-Europe. The Spares Fund will, therefore,
cease to make a profit, the mark-up being just sufficient to cover bank
costs and office expenses such as the cost of telephone calls, faxes
and packaging materials

- That monies in the Spares Fund not be used to subsidise any Centre
nor the Club at National level.

- That as regards governance issues, the Spares Fund report to the
Club at National level.
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The proposal was carried unanimously.

It was also noted that attempts would be made to persuade Moss-UK to advertise
in Sabrina, and that the services of the Spares Fund be used to encourage
owners of Triumph Cars who were not members as yet to join the Club.
Gino Casieri as Chairman of the Johannesburg Centre recorded that the raffle
had collected R6 000, 00 and that he would recommend to the Johannesburg
Centre Committee (of which most members were present at the Gathering) that
the raffle be proceeded with and that the winner be drawn at the dinner dance
that evening.

8. National Gathering 2010.
Gino Casieri, as Chairman of the Johannesburg Centre recorded that the Centre,
as hosts of the 2010 Gathering, was in the process of considering various
venues, each having its particular advantages and disadvantages.

He undertook to keep members informed of developments.
The possibility of using the private homes of members would also be considered.

9. Election of Office Bearers

The following persons were duly elected to the positions shown:

President: Alan Grant (proposed by Gerhard Vorster)

National Chairman: Gerhard Vorster (proposed by Dennis Cook)

Registrar: Nols Pienaar (proposed by Dennis Cook)

Sabrina Editor: Eric Fletcher (proposed by Gerhard Vorster)
Secretary/Treasurer: Judy Harris (volunteered)

It was noted that the Sabrina computerised systems were in need of upgrading which
would cost approximately R6 000, 00.

The meeting recorded its sincere appreciation to Ken Boss who had held the

position of Sabrina Editor as well as that of Secretary/Treasurer for the past 20
years, never missing a deadline.
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10.Closure

The Chairman declared the meeting closed.

Reqistrars Report

REGISTRAR’S REPORT: APRIL 2008

I wish to thank our members for their confidence by re-electing me as registrar at

our recent BGM at Maselspoort. The report that follows below is a modified

version of the registrar’s report | submitted at the BGM on 30 April 2008.

Since my report at the BGM at Hermanus in March 2006 we increased the

number of new entries in the South African Triumph register by 4, 5

percent.

This means that the total number of Triumphs in the register increased

from 815 to 853.

Triumphs in the new SA register per model: April 2008

TRrange 2006 2008 Other Triumphs 2006 2008

TR2 35 36 Stag (MK 1 & 2) 27 27

TR3 53 56 Herald (all models) 25 26

TR3A 69 77 Vitesse (all) 9 9

TR4 16 16 Small saloons 7 7

TR4A 21 22 2000 (Mk1 & Mk2) 17 17

TR5 10 10 2500 PI Saloon 3 3

TR6 59 63 2500 TC (Chicane) 31 33

TR7 126 130 Roadster 3 4

TR8 4 4 Town and Country 1 1

TOTALTR 392 414 (48,5%) Mayflower 2 2
Super 7 3 3

TOTAL OTHER 128 132 (15,5%)

Spitfire range

Mk1 50 52

Mk2 43 45

Mk3 143 151

Mk4 23 24

1500 8 8

TOTAL SPIT 267 280 (32,8%)

GT6 range
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Mk1 14 14

Mk2 4 4
Mk3 9 9
TOTAL GT6 27 27 (3,2%) GRAND TOTAL: 815 853

Although growth of new entries is currently slow we did manage to
surpass the total number of Triumphs (820) in the old register started by
the late Graham Cheetham way back in the early seventies. The
remarkable characteristic, however, is the fact that the far majority of cars
in the new register we started in 2000, are new entries. When | took over
as registrar in 2000 | was commissioned to start a completely new South
African register, starting from scratch with new entries only. Also note that
the new register is for all Triumphs in SA, and not only for cars of club
members.

| again wish to plead with centre secretaries to ensure that the register is
kept up to date when new members join. It is not very pleasing to regularly
see the list of new members in Sabrina without having access to the
Triumph details of many of them. May | remind members and centre
secretaries of the decision taken at the BGM in 2006 (Hermanus) that it is
mandatory for the Triumph details of new members to be supplied to the
registrar together with the application of new people to become members
of the TSCC of SA. In other words, a completed Triumph Register form
has to be submitted together with the owner’s details upon joining the
TSCC.

Nols Pienaar: Registrar
All roads led to Maselpoort 30 years on

14



“Back to the future” Is this 1978 or 2008?

Saturday the 26" of April saw a great trek of Triumphs from every corner of
South Africa as some 85 members in 74 Triumphs cars set off from their homes
to Bloemfontein and the 2008 National Gathering of the Triumph Sports Car Club
of South Africa

From Pretoria 18 cars traveled in two convoys and met on the way some of the
13 Johannesburg crews.

The furthest travelers came the 1100km from Cape Town & numbered 9.

Also from the Cape were 10 cars from Port Elizabeth, 9 from Border (East
London).

The “Banana Boys” fielded an impressive 17 in an attempt to match Pretoria.

Of course the closest contingent was that from Bloemfontein itself. This is the
youngest region of the club and their contingent of 7 was a welcome sight.
Unfortunately not in a Triumph but welcome visitors none the less was Gertjan &
Dolphine Van de Klashorst.

The main party was encamped at the Maselpoort resort with 9 of our more
“Larney” members (I won’t say who) resident at Kopano Hotel 10km away.

After registration on Saturday afternoon there were snacks in the Ladies bar
during which many old hands were re-united and new friendships struck up.
Sunday morning dawned cold and the sudden arrival of an early winter was
heralded in with trees losing their leaves.
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A champagne breakfast gave Nols the opportunity to outline the week’s activities
and then everyone set off to become car valets.

The falling leaves bedeviled the attempts of everyone to remove them as all
hands were hard at work cleaning their cars in preparation for the next days
Concours.
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Such were the problems caused by the leaves that many cars were still blighted
by them the next day.

Two major repair jobs were to be seen with perhaps that which epitomises the
spirit of the club being that of Brian Maggs TR3.

Some 250km from Bloem it overheated and was diagnosed with head gasket
failure. This proved not to be the case and resulted in Gerhard Vorster towing
Brian the 250kms to Maselpoort. Once there it was soon evident that the problem
was rings. Telephone calls to Cape Town resulted in a mercy dash through the
night with all the necessary medication. With so many qualified surgeons to hand
the car was up and running just after lunch on Sunday.

In another part of the resort Johan Bantjes, assisted by the Pretoria crew, was
hard at work on his TR7 — V8 to get it to run on all 8 cylinders since one of the
SU’s consistently overflowed. Much cleaning and polishing of both carbs
eventually sorted the problem.

One of the outstanding features of the gathering was that for the time seven
centres participated individually and on equal footing. This meant that PE &
Border did not need to combine as they had done in the past.

Talking of the past it was 30 years since we had been to Maselpoort.

It was therefore notable that this year saw many of the 32 members who
attended in 1978 back again.

These were:-

Nols & Cathy Pienaar, Gavin & Nan Turner, Dave & Anne Blair,

Janse & Jeanette Uys, Alan & Jenny Grant, Rene & Irene de Villiers

and Chris Ferreira.

16



Even two of the 1978 cars were again to be seen, namely Rene de Villiers TR3 &

Nol's TR4A.

| wonder how many of this years cars will we see in 2038.

Monday saw a Triumph convoy head across Bloemfontein the 30 odd KMs to the

Windmill Casino which was the site of the Concours
SR N o

The line forms on the right
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On parade at the Windmill

The day was clear and hot which added to the occasion which saw almost 50%
of all the assembled Triumphs enter into the spirit of the competition.

As added entertainment Nols & Engela had lucky draws at half hour intervals
dishing out a variety of prizes.

At roughly 1530hrs an exodus to Maselpoort began so that everyone could clean
up in preparation for the evening visit to the nearby Boyden Observatory.
Assisted by clear clear sky & the wonderfully helpful University staff a celestial
spectacle was unveiled. Perhaps the highlight being the extremely clear &
detailed view of Saturn, its rings and its three moons, amazing.

If we thought that we had had enough wonderment Tuesday saw us all set out on
a Nols treasure hunt following a 95 km tour of Bloem, but thankfully one which
steered clear of the multitude of robots (all unsynchronised) that seem to adorn
the city’s streets).

There were five planned stops on the route and all questions and their answers
were to be found at these stops.

18



We began at what used to be the house of the Governor General of the Union of
South Africa.

This is now an Art Museum with many modern sculptural works in the superb
gardens. One of these a Carousal of weird animals was to perplex all of us for
hours. (Is a fish an animal?

19



From there we traveled to Tempe and the SA School of Armour museum.

Who said my car is a tank?

It was now time for lunch and in an amazingly small un-commercialised centre
we found three attractive outdoor venues set among delightfully eclectic shops.
All owner run and no National franchises to be seen. Of course we were still
enjoined to search out answers to questions but these were quite simple for a
change.

Then to the Vroue Monument.

with a list of questions such that it brought home to all of us the stark reality of the
past.

20



To end the tour what else but to visit the Fire Station & its collection of Fire
Engines and other memorabilia.

When the Bells go Down

It was here strangely, that all eyes turned to Ele Fourie’s desirable Spitfire with its
real Walnut dashboard and door cappings and pale fawn leather interior.

That evening, back at Maselpoort, we commenced with a quiz which was won by
Gino Casieri This was followed by guessing the spare parts contained in a series
of sealed bags, here it was Pretoria that came up trumps.

Now who said that there was no culture in Pretoria?

Wendy Hays Cabaret troupe put paid to that tale and also some other folklore.
Our Policeman are dour & unsmiling, not so when Dave Harris is one.

Are two hands better than one? Yes but three pair are even better when you’ve
got to go.

The hills maybe alive to the sounds of music but when the Nuns live in Jimmy
Browns valley the “Three Bells” should maybe change their name to “For whom
the bell tolls”.

A wonderful evening leading to the seriousness of the next mornings BGM and
election of office bearers.
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To get everyone back in the mood off we went to the gymkhana & driving test.

| am convinced that the judges did not read the rules correctly. The orange cones
were put there to be hit like skittles and | hit more than anyone else, ah well.

The end was now in site with gala dinner, prize giving & dance and so it's on to
2010.

What were my overall observations?

Well Bloemfontein | think surprised everyone as to how big it is (and how many
robots it has). The Waterside Mall’s shops such Woolworths, Incredible
Connection; @ Home etc were far far bigger than their equivalents in Pretoria &
Sandton.

The Museums and public gardens put those in Pretoria & Johannesburg to
shame.

The National Gathering? well if you didn’t attend you missed an event to be
remembered. Congratulations to the Pretoria Team.

On a more personal note & something that could have relevance to some of you
others. The long trip and five days of meandering lifted my confidence in my car
to extreme heights. Prior to this trip it was a weekend car & used on short runs.
Keep your Triumph on the road it cannot live on love alone, it thrives on exercise.
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Results

Nationals Competition Results

Concours d’Etat

1. Hennie van der Walt

2. Chris Smit
3. Eddie Steele

Concours d’Elegance

1. Geoff Kriel

2. Heinrich Koncki

3. John Roets

Driving Tests
Gentlemen
1. Geoff Kriel
2. Gino Casieri
3. Tim Cruise
3= Alan Grant

3= Ronan Sanderson

Ladies

1. Eileen Cruise
2 Jenny Grant
3. Helen Flynn

Spitfire 1500
TR7
TR4A

TR6
TR4A
TR3

TR6
TR6
GT6
TR3

GT6
TR3
Stag

Combined Concours & Driving Tests

Overall
1. Geoff Kriel

By Category
Sidescreens
Alan Grant
Micheloti’s
Geoff Kriel
Ama7evens
Les Cock
Spitfires

Bob Pretorius
Stags & Saloons
Adrian Treyvellan

TR6

TR3

TR6

TR7

GT6

Bloemfontein
Pretoria
Johannesburg

Border
PE
Johannesburg

Border
Johannesburg
Cape Town
Johannesburg
Cape Town

Cape Town
Johannesburg
Pretoria

Border

Johannesburg
Border

Border

PE

Bloemfontein
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Tour de Bloem (individuals)
1. Gino Casieri TR6 Johannesburg
2. Derek Rudd & Dave Lugg TR3 KZN
3. Bob & Dorita Pretorius Spitfire PE

Tour de Bloem (centres)
PE

. Bloemfontein

. KZN

. Border

. Johannesburg

. Pretoria

. Cape Town
Social Evening Results (quiz, parts bag)
Pretoria

Cape Town
Johannesburg
KZN
Bloemfontein
Border

PE

NoOUAWNPR

NoOakwNE

Percentage per Centre of membership Attendance
Bloemfontein

PE

Pretoria

Border

Johannesburg

KZN

Cape Town

NoOokwNE

Presidents Trophy (based on overall results)

1. Pretoria 33
2. Cape Town 27.5
3. Bloemfontein 26
4. PE 23
5. Border 22.5
6. Johannesburg 19
7. KZN 17
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Individual Awards

Graham Cheetham Trophy

Ken Boss
TR Register (UK), Friendship Trophy
Pretoria
lan Evans Trophy — Good Citizenship
Dennis Cook Cape Town
Greatest Distance Traveled
Chris Buckley KZN from Dar-es-Salaam (Tanzania)

Regional Reports

Bloemfontein
Well it's come and gone, and | am certain that many people have wonderful
memories of an excellent event! If you can’t guess what | am referring to — it
could just be the Nationals at Mazies!

Nols, Dot, Chris and others, you did a great job, and it was a privilege to be able
to help in the small way we did. We hope next time we can do a lot more! It was
also a blessing to know that everybody got home safely with no serious incidents.

Our club members are all very positive and keen to go. Their sentiment is that
they met so many nice people, put faces to names, shared ideas and had a good
time, and will definitely be at the next nationals. We were also very proud of our
successes in the competitions. | must admit that Hennie burned the candle at
both ends and in the middle to get his Spitfire ready: he really deserved his
trophy for d'Etat winner. Well done Hennie, we are proud of you! Bill also spent
a lot of time on his Stag, and the gold for his Chicane was well deserved. | think
that our other members that got medals were very proud to be recognized. Well
done team!

| am told that this was the first time Bloem entered as a centre, but can assure
you that it is not the last. It is a promise that our Herald and 2000 MK | will also
be at the next Nationals, and | am seriously considering a TR 7 / 8 for our
Supertune stable (I have a very potent Rover V8 4.5 litre looking for a loving
home!).

I would like to thank all the TSCC centres for their monthly newsletters, which |
am now receiving. Some still go to Charles, but he lets me have them and vice
versa. We get lots of good ideas from them — keep it up girls and guys (note
who'’s first!).
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Last week when | received an email from Gerhard Vorster, it was nice to know
what he looks like, and that he is actually a very nice guy. Also, Nols, | have just
received your very complimentary email. Everybody will get their copy. | have
found that you too are really a nice guy! Thanks Nationals.

God bless all
Alan

PS Our noggin last week after the Nationals was the best attended yet! Thanks.

Border
The final Border Club event before the National Gathering was held at the end of
March. This was a quiz run organized by Gavin. We were shown a number of
photographs depicting various places in East London. We had to travel to these
places and answer question regarding the locations. We met in Gonubie for
morning tea at a coffee shop and proceeded to complete visiting the various
places. The run ended at Gavin and Nan’s home with a Braai.

The Nationals: Nadine and | left East London a week early to visit friends in
Hennenman for a few days and later another friend on a farm near Winburg.
Thereafter back to Bloemfontein for the main event. Absolutely great to be
amongst like minded Triumph people again. Meet old friends and see all the
lovely cars.

The next couple of paragraphs were penned by Geoff Kriel the man who had
to get Fidelity Guards to take his entire silverware home from the Nationals:

My Maselspoort Experience -
Geoff Kriel

We stopped in Aliwal North for refreshment. As we accelerated away from the
Orange River after crossing the bridge exiting the Cape, | said to Sue “half way
now”.

The next minute we were entering Bloemfontein. | hardly remember any of the
journey from Aliwal North. | was in a deep daydream about the months leading
up to these nationals. Thinking of the long, long hours spent in my workshop
rebuilding my TR6 for this occasion. My big mistake | kept telling myself was that
| put myself under so much pressure by starting this task so late. It was a mere
seven months ago in September last year when | drove her into the workshop
and removed the bonnet to start the big strip down. Stripping went fairly smoothly
and in a matter of weeks the car was at Alpha Bodyworks. Here all the panels
were removed, prepared, sprayed and reassembled. Hardly any rust is what was
most satisfying, in fact no more than about an A5 size in the entire car. A great
job done by Ted, Alec and the team.

26



Assembly was not without pain, heartache and of course much money spent on
importing of spares. | fetched the car from Star trim in Port Elizabeth who did my
beautiful all leather interior only two weeks before the Nationals. Thanks to Paul
and Clinton. They say that the last two years of a rebuild should never be rushed.
Was that two weeks or two years? Here | was at Nationals and still trouble
shooting and sorting out various odds and ends to satisfy the critical eyes of the
judges on Monday, today is Friday.

Back to the moment and reality. John Williams, our convoy leader took it upon
himself to lead us through the center of Bloemfontein at 4 o clock on a Friday
afternoon. Enough said. After purchasing some necessary supplies in the city our
convoy arrived at Maselspoort close on 5 o clock. We traveled as a group i.e.
John and Cynthia Williams TR7, Gavin and Nan Turner TR5, Les and Dee Cock
TR7, Janse and Jeanette Uys TR7, Louis and Bessie Greef TR3A and my wife
Sue and | TR6. Hans and Nadine van Eck, our centre chairman, traveled a week
in advance on private business.

We quickly unpacked and preparation for Monday’s concourse began. | was so
proud of my dear Paula, as my TR is known. Over the next two days | thoroughly
enjoyed watching as Triumphs arrived from all over the country. Whow! Some
real beauties. The beautiful side screen cars of John Roets and Allan Grant, the
fantastic 4A belonging to Heinz Koncke and scores more, to many to mention.
Suddenly dear old Paula seemed to be very average in such company.

The venue turned out to be most suitable. There was plenty of time for casual
socializing and renewing old friendships. Sunday morning was the welcome
breakfast after which it was back to preparation for the next day’s concourse.

Monday morning greeted us with much excitement and last minute titivating.
The cars all lined up at the Maselspoort entrance in all their glory ready for the
drive to the Windmill casino which was to be the venue for the day. What a
fantastic sight to see so many beautiful Triumphs in such a long straight stripe.
Concourse day turned out to be a great success. Now the anxious wait for prize
giving on Wednesday night.

Tuesday we were entertained with the tour de Bloem. This gave me a lovely

taste of the city. Never having really got to explore the city | quickly learnt what a
lovely place it is. Other well organized events that were enjoyed were the Quiz
evening and the Driving skills test.
There was much anticipation in the air as we prepared to attend the dinner/dance
and prize giving on Wednesday evening. Throughout the rebuild of Paula, without
ever wanting to settle for mediocrity, | always said | would be disappointed to not
receive silver but would be over the moon with gold so you can imagine how | felt
receiving a gold medal not to mention some other prizes to boot. A truly humbling
experience considering the company | was in.
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A very successful nationals, for the Border Region. All the cars entered received
medals.

Les Cock TR7 Gold d’Etat

Hans van Eck Silver d’Etat

Geoff Kriel TR6 Gold d’Elegance
Gavin Turner Silver d’Elegance
John Williams Silver d’Elegance
Louis Greef TR3A Bronze d’Elegance
Janse Uys TR7 V8 Bronze d’Elegance

As we drove out of Bloemfontein early on Thursday morning, leaving a most
successful, enjoyable and well organized nationals behind | said to Sue “we
should do this every year” Well done Pretoria!

Another article by Geoff.
Our Eastern Free State Sojourn

The Maselspoort Nationals had come and gone. Unfortunately it is probably
true that all good things usually come to an end. Although this was one good
thing to another.

As we traveled away from Bloemfontein enjoying the sweet sound of Paula’s
(my TR6) six pack and of course soaking up the beauty of the Eastern Free
State, we began to contemplate our next few days before returning home to East
London. John Williams (TR7) had organized some Quad Biking and White water
rafting. Yes we were on our way to Clarens in the lovely Golden Gate area. The
party consisted of John and Cynthia Williams, Gavin and Nan Turner (TR5) and
of course Sue and I.

We arrived and booked into our very comfortable accommodation at the Ash
River Lodge in time to have lunch in the village. A suitable venue was found in
The Highlander which resulted in a lovely meal and of course too much liquid.
Well not too much as we had to negotiate quad biking in an hour or so. We were
picked up at our lodge for the quading at a nominal extra fee. After all there was
no way our Triumphs were going to take the chance of dirt roads. On arrival at
the venue a quick briefing on the machinery was in order especially appreciated
by the ladies. In no time we were out and about the foothills of some truly
beautiful farmland. We all rode separate quads and | was very surprised how the
female sex performed and even got ambitious at times. This was only a one and
a half hour excursion. All over to soon but greatly enjoyed by all.
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Time to see some sights of Clarens. How this once sleepy little town has
changed character to an absolute hive of activity especially during holidays and
extended week ends. The town now boasts a Golf Estate and is an art lovers,
paradise with all the little galleries, one around every corner.

The place has become very “Yuppie” partly because of its close proximity to
Gauteng. A lovely evening restaurant meal in town and coffee back at the lodge
saw us into bed to rest for what was to come. What an exhilarating surprise was
in the wings.

The next morning the white water rafting outfit phoned to check if we still
wanted to do the trip. They had actually closed the season due to the cold
weather and were surprised that we insisted. The pick up time was changed to
later in the morning to allow the day to warm up somewhat. Rob and his team
met us at the lodge and after introductions we were on our way. On arrival at the
starting point we were all equipped with splash shirts, life jackets and helmets.
We were given a lecture on do’s and don'’ts, together with some dry run
practicing in the craft on the grass. Then it was the real thing.

The craft was carried down a steep embankment over a very rocky section by
the six of us with some help and guidance from our craft captain Dumesane
(recruited from a Zambezi white water rafting company) who turned out to be
very knowledgeable, capable and an excellent host. Down the Ash River we went
paddling gently and enjoying the magnificent scenery. After about twenty minutes
or so we docked on the embankment where we were informed that our second
rapid was up ahead and that we would walk to a view point to see what we were
in for before negotiating through in the craft. When | saw the rapid all | could say
was Sh?t. | could not see us all getting through this class four rapid without some
form of disaster. To make matters worse it was at a bridge where many public
spectators had gathered to enjoy the sight of what was to come.

Back to the craft, another short lecture, of which | heard very little as all | could
think of was what | had just seen, and we were on our way to the summit to
attack the decent. Dumesane shouted paddle hard then screamed DOWN at
which stage we had to dive down and lie as flat as possible in the boat. It was all
over very quickly and relatively painlessly other than the fact that Gavin was
holding my head down when | wanted to come up. Not sure whether this was
deliberate or not. They were all high fiving when | eventually opened my eyes in a
breathless state. We were now all wet and cold. After beaching for some
welcome soup and chocolate we were back on our way. All in all we negotiated
some 9/10 rapids ranging from class 2 to 4+. The very last one a few hundred
meters from the stop point was called Great Surprise. It came on us all of a
sudden and was a 4+. Gavin hogged the front floor section of the boat on the
down command with nowhere for me to go hence | swallowed half the Ash River.
John who was in the back of the craft landed up trapped on the floor near the
front of the boat. The look on his face on getting up will live with me forever. Very,
very cold but really great fun.
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Would you do it again?

John: Another hundred times.

Cynthia: No.

Gavin: For sure.

Nan: | think so.

Sue: Definitely not, (enjoyed it though.)
Geoff : Of course but not with Gavin.

All too soon we were all back home reminiscing on a fantastic ten days. Roll on
2010 and Cradle of mankind.

From the chair,
Hans

Cape Town
Another National Gathering over, and by all accounts a great success. Our club
had quite a bit of engine trouble on route, with only Eileen’s GT6 being exempt!
Instead of a Concours this year our committee has decided to have something a
bit different- namely a “Pride of Ownership Car Display” at our clubhouse on
Saturday 30" August followed by a Braai. This will do away with the sometime
disputes that result from scoring.
The format will be as follows:-
Presentation.
Photographs of the cars history, event attendance etc.
Quality of history write up, documentation, history folder.
Tidiness & layout of display
Layout of tools, interior, hats, gloves, maps & period accessories
Pride shown by owner.
General cleanliness
Points of interest
Dress of driver & accessories appropriate to period of car.

Hearty congratulations to two of our members who distinguished themselves at
the Killarney Classics day in February. Bruce Valentine won his race and Nerina
Napoli drove to a wonderful 4™ in the wet.

Commiserations to Mike Napoli who after a good second on day one was hit by
one of the overseas contingent spinning on the wet track, on day two.

It was good to see our National Chairman, Alan Grant, winning many trophies, as
he & his Protea saw off more modern machinery.

A new event is our mid-month Coffee & cake outing on the second Wednesday of
each month.

The first in February saw four Triumphs driving in very hot weather to Hillcrest
Berry Farm. Jamie & Jenny in their TR6, Dave Gordon in “Bushpig”, Stephen in
his gorgeous Turquoise TR3 & Eileen & friend in her GT6 now aptly named
“Sunshine”.
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The March run to Skilpadfontein was only attended by Jamie, Jenny & Eileen,
probably due to the pouring rain. “Bushpig was again temperamentally playing
up, Dennis your car is worse than a thoroughbred racehorse.

At February’s noggin we had Neville Dredge as guest speaker discussing fuel
injection & electronic ignition. The only disadvantage in converting your classic
seems to be the average bill, for the conversion from carburetors,

being R 15,000!

The Davis’s garage noggin in February saw a good turnout of 9 mechanics & 4
assistants.

Nic Paxinos, Richard Graham, Peter du Sautoy, Mike Jakubowski, Willem Cool,
Dennis Cook, Tim Cruise, Jamie Hart & Geoff worked on the Tr6.

In all they fitted the exhaust manifold,distributer,fuel unit, front grill,anti roll bar,
slave cylinder & tidied the wiring. They also visited Willem & evaluated his TR4
rebuild before partaking of a French style 3 sit down lunch, prepared by
Jill,Joleen,Jenny & Eileen.

The monthly run in February was breakfast in Glencairns. Ten cars met at Alphen
Common and went via Smitswinkel & returned down Ou Kaapse Weg competing
with baboons, cyclists & fire scorched mountain.

The Easter Bunny visited the March noggin bringing Hot Cross Buns.

Brian Maggs discussed “Clunks” in a talk on propshafts & transmissions.

A particularly good run to the Moroccan Theme Restaurant on the outskirts of
Durbanville and owned by Theo Brand’s son was held also in March.
Ten cars & couples enjoying the run in various cars.

Dave Gordon entertained the April noggin with another of his famous quizzes and
the two competing teams made up of the 23 attendees.

Taking a break from their racing activities were Mike & Nerine Napoli, with Mike
recovering well after his operation.

Our Webmaster, Paul Mitchell, requests you input with pictures, car history etc.
You can contact him on paul@cirrusconsulting.co.za

With Dennis Cooke now back home in Cape Town we can expect more of his
interesting articles in our newsletter. To these we can add Dave Gordon’s
hilarious “Adventures of Bushpig”

All best wishes to us fall for Chris Schultz who is recovering from hospitalization.

Margaret Young
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Johannesburg

Can’t believe that it's almost two months since the Nationals! We were all
preparing frantically for it and now it's already over. But.... the memories linger.
We have memories of a great National Gathering that was very well organised
and lots of fun. (I have yet to attend a bad one). They allowed us all a lot of time
for simple relaxation and meeting up with old friends from other centres. Now
that's the spirit of National Gatherings. We all thank the Pretoria Centre for a
splendid job and especially to the organising committee who put a lot of work into
it. We also congratulate all the trophy winners for their excellent performance and
to the Pretoria centre as worthy winners of the President’s trophy. We wish Judy
Harris well in her position as Club Secretary and Treasurer, and Eric Fletcher as
the new Sabrina editor — a brave man indeed!

Now it is our turn to do the organising for the next one, and at this moment, the
task seems a daunting one. We are still to finalise the venue — and we’ll just keep
you guessing for the moment as our investigations continue. It was brought to my
attention that this will be the 5" Nationals that the Jo’burg centre will be
organising, and none of them have been in the Jo’burg area. All other centres
have held theirs in their back yard so maybe we shouldn’t feel too bad if we go
that route. But we are nevertheless mindful of the long distances others might
have to travel and the ever-rising costs of travel and accommodation. That's one
of the considerations we must make. Also — any suitable venues located near the
middle of our country are becoming few and far between. But — we shall
persevere in our honorable quest. Watch this space!!

Our year has begun with the usual family outings on Sundays and the club
noggins’ on a week night — much the same formula that we had last year which
most members enjoyed, so we will continue with that this year too.

In January we had a family picnic held on the banks of the Blaauwbank River at
Glenburn Lodge. This was our second visit there and it was a most pleasant
picnic on the grass banks under huge trees. Sunday 17" February was the
annual Valentine’s Day run which we shared with the Pretoria Centre. 46 People
in total proved that this is a popular event and the value of sharing events with
Pretoria. Or maybe it indicates that there’s still a bit of romance left in us old
folks! The run ended at the Wild Olive Restaurant at Die Ou Pastorie near
Hartbeespoortdam.

March saw the regular Early-bird run, which was a route find prepared by Chris
Gibbons and Gino Casieri. This ended at Irene Lodge for breakfast and was won
by Dave and Judy Harris on their first attempt. Not bad! The first Sunday of April
has always been Angela’s Picnic, held again at Delta Park this year. This is a
charity event for all SAMCA-affiliated clubs. Over R 24 000 was raised for the
Hospice Association of the Witwatersrand, and was as enjoyable as always.
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May month saw us having carvery lunch together with the Pretoria Centre at the
Country View Restaurant, midway between Pretoria and Johannesburg — very
democratic!
So it can be seen that we have had our share of fun so far this year, and we look
forward to more of it in the coming months.
We had eight brand new members joining us this year and they are most
welcome — Lynton Lomas — GT6 Mk 3; Bill & Lorraine Jenkins — TR2; Joe Craig —
Spitfire; John & Jennifer Calnan — TR6; and Joan & Gary Booyens — Spitfire. We
also had some old members re-join (Gerhard & Anne Nicolaus) and some
familiar faces crossing the boerewors curtain moving closer to home (John
Fletterman, Italo & Beverley Moranduzzo, John Lewis & Wendy Hay). So all in
all, our membership balance sheet is improving greatly this year. Welcome to all
of you! We hope you will all enjoy your membership with us and find it as
enjoyable as we still do.
Until next time, we wish you all happy motoring and a safe Triumphant journey!
Gino

KZN

On behalf of the Kwazulu-Natal Centre | wish to congratulation you on your
appointment as editor of SABRINA. We know that this is a huge responsibility
and we will do everything possible to make life easier for you.

Ouir first contribution is a report by Brian Kelly of our run to the Lords & Legends
Pub in Amanzimtoti. This event was organized be Brian and his lovely wife,
Estelle.

Run to Lords & Legends. Toti Sports Club

Organizers: Brian & Estelle

It was one of those dull autumn KZN mornings with showers threatening. Nothing
however can deter the TSCC faithful from a fellowship opportunity.

The meeting place was Knowles in Pinetown. At about 10h45 the convoy headed
for Toti via the N1, Richmond road, Marian Hill, Higginson Highway, N3, Joyner
road, Kingsway then on to Toti Sports Club.

After rearranging the furniture at Lords & Legends we finally settled in for a lovely
meal and some great entertainment from three lovely ladies playing music on the
veranda.

After lunch a meeting was held to finalize travel arrangements for Nationals, then
after well wishes and goodbyes, most headed for home.

This was a Sunday run with a difference and by all reports it was thoroughly
enjoyed.

Regards,

Brian
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The National Gathering — Maselspoort

All Triumph events are special but it is true that through the years, our national
gatherings represented the show piece of our events. It is an exciting opportunity
to meet with old friends and it is also that event where you can compare your
Triumph with the best in the country.

We left Durban in two convoys. The first group left on Friday the 25" April and
the second, bigger group left the next morning. Our only unplanned stop was just
outside Pietermaritzburg when the Fraser Spitfire damaged a brand new tyre.
This was quickly replaced and our next stop was at Mooi River where Mervyn
and Marie Cronje teamed up with the rest.

We took it easy and ‘topless’ Sue Strachan in her Spitfire had the best view of the
snow on the Drakensberg mountains. The trip through the Oliviershoek Pass was
very nice and the drive past the Sterk River Dam is always impressive. It was
also wonderful to drive through the intimidating mountains at the Golden Gate
Reserve.

Our next stop was at Clarens. From there we left for Ficksburg where we slept
over but not before we went on an unexpected site seeing tour through
Fouriesburg (ask the Frasers)! The next morning we were on our final leg to
Maselspoort and the rest of the KwaZulu-Natal convoy arrived later the
afternoon.

We had lots of quality fun during our stay Registration was quick and effective
and it was wonderful to see all our old friends again.

A big thank you from Dave Blair. On leaving the Nationals on the Thursday (a
public holiday) his GT6 decided enough was enough. Fortunately help was in
hand from Alan Dickens who opened his workshop sorted the problem and hence
Dave was able to continue on his way without further mishap.

Regards,
Brian

Port Elizabeth
FROM MADIBA BAY TO NATIONALS IN MANGUANG

By C M “Bob” Pretorius

Now that all members, who attended the Triumph National Gathering at the
Maselspoort venue in Mangaung, have returned safely to their home cities and
towns, | am sure some may also be whiling away some time cherishing the
happenings at Nationals and wondering if their perceptions are justified and what
happened in the ranks of other club members.
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Nevertheless they are once undoubtedly filled with spirits rekindled, new
enthusiasm and motivation to take the interests of the Triumph marque forward to
greater heights into the future.

One is incline to lay a bet that the older Triumphites, who have done the trip to
Maselspoort before (and have got the T-shirt and bumper badge), never in their
wildest dreams thought of modern day Bloemfontein as being part of the larger
Manguang metropolitan district, which includes Bloemfontein, Thaba Nchu and
Botshabelo., as being renamed in the new South Africa. Thank goodness there
were no confusing road signs as we have seen in Tshawne. Everyone just used
the old familiar geographical names and if one got lost, because of the lack of
satellite navigation gadgets, one drove on until one saw a Boeing- sign pointing
the direction to the airport and followed it, and then carried on the Maselspoort.
One wonders what they call folk living in Mangaung. Our chairman, Deon refers
to them as “ manga-hoeners”. One wonders what happened to “Bloemfontein se
rosies”? (Maybe Charles Mitchell can enlighten us!)

Where does one start in giving feedback to the latest Nationals? Each National
has highlights, characters and an ambiance of its own. There were so many
incidents and memorable moments to recall. Normally one would sit back and
reflect, and then compile a chronological travelogue. One must take cognisance
of the fact that the preparations leading up to Nationals, the traveling and the 4
day event are all part of this momentous event, which comes along all too
seldom, biannually.

This year, National Co-coordinator, Nols the geographer and his organising team,
did an excellent job in ordering the weather, which played along tremendously.
Throughout the nationals we experienced fine autumn weather, with warm days,
filled with sunshine and invigorating cool evenings, typical of the Free State
Highveld of the South African interior. The only inclement weather, which our
group experienced, was on the return trip to Madiba Bay, when a sudden
torrential cloudburst struck us near Wolwefontein, causing Deon and | to get
drenched in attempting to put the hood up on Ole Yella, to prevent flooding of the
cockpit. It is reported that post Mangaung weather deteriorated to cold and wet
after most of the national participants had departed for their home destinations.
So weather-wise we were indeed fortunate and able to sport our cargos and
crocs during the day and new regalia and longs at the evening braai’s.

The journey to Maselspoort saw most of our contingent of 10 cars taking the back
routes to avoid the truck-invested N- routes. This took firstly through the Eastern
Cape which has become invested with road B&B’s and fenced in game ranches.(
One wonders where all the sheep and mohair farms have disappeared to?.) Then
through historic depopulated, but picturesque rural towns, the koppie strewn
landscape of the arid Karoo and the monotonous flat autumn grasslands of the
southern Free State, where red Afrikaaner cattle once grazed. Most of our
contingent traveling in pairs, some went via Jansenville, Graaff Reniet and then
onto to Colesberg, Philipolis, Edenburg to Bloemfontein, while others traveled
from Graaff Reinet to Burgersdorp, Aliwal North and Reddersberg to
Bloemfontein.
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Surprisingly these now secondary roads were deserted and there were fewer
potholes than experiences on similar roads in the Eastern Cape....so the
Triumphs could at times show their metal. In some of these depopulated rural
towns and villages it appears as though time has stood still as even the local kerk
—tower clocks were no longer functioning, and the newer treeless satellite
townships had outgrown (i.e. in size) the original town centres, where once
thriving shops stood boarded up with dust gathering on the shelves.

The Port Elizabeth contingent consisted of groups of two traveling together:

Deon and Yvonne in the Blue Bird of Happiness TR4 and Bob and Dorita A-
framing Ole Yella. Keith Marsh in the orange TR4 and Jon and Janet in the TR7
Spider minus the red stripe. Carl and Barbara in the ever reliable 1500 Spittie
and Mike and Anita in the immaculate TR7. George Jimmy and Daria in the red
Assagaai TR7 went solo. From George, Heinz and Paula in the metallic blue
TR4A and new comers Gavin and Lorraine ( Dixon) in the BRG TR4 travelled in
tandem. Godfrey and Jackie made two determined starts, first in the TR7 and
then in the GT6 but disappointingly got as far as Colechester and returned to
Madiba Bay.

No trip to Nationals, despite the hours spent in meticulous preparation, has been
without minor mechanical incidents en route.

e Bob and Dorita were very thrilled as enthusiastic road-werkers on the
Lootsberg Pass cheered Ole Yella , being A-framed behind the TDi,
always appearing to want to pass the VW, sped past .them. Bob
acknowledged ( What appeared to be!) their greetings , cheering and
acrobatic gesturing, little realising the true reason for their apparent
excitement. ...( Mooi car! ) In the meanwhile the tailgate on the rear of
the Spittie had come adrift on the one side and was dragging on the
tarmac, sending pinewood splinters and chips of the plastic chevron into
the air. It was only on nearing Colesberg, when Bob referring to his
rearview mirror, saw pieces of pine wood chips drifting though the air. Tie-
down straps did the trick to Bloem where a Pick and Pay tomato box and
some screws did a patch up job.

And there we were thinking that these” werkers”, on the side of the road,
were cheering us on and especially the Triumphs speeding to Nationals.

Tomatoes must have been the remedy of the day to two Triumphs

Pretoria
Since our previous report in the March issue of Sabrina the national
gathering at Maselspoort/Bloemfontein absorbed most of our time and
effort. | shall therefore give a very brief account of the event in this report
for the benefit of those members who could not make it.
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I am, however, very pleased that every participant returned home safely
despite a few mechanical hic-ups along the way.

As you by now know, our centre hosted and organized the 16" national
gathering from 26 April to 1 May this year. We initially attracted 86 entries
that represented nearly 170 people. A couple of members could, for a
variety of reasons, not make it so we ended up with about 160 people and in
the process still filled the whole of Maselspoort resort and nearly all the
rooms in the nearby Kopano Hotel.

Registration started at 15:00 on Saturday, 26 April and was followed by
shacks at the ladies bar at the Maselspoort conference centre sponsored by
our main financial benefactor, Accordian Investments Pty Ltd (distributors of
Tata vehicles in South Africa). The first official item was the welcome
breakfast on Sunday morning while the rest of the day was free to enable
the concours participants to clean their cars or for members to relax and
socialise.

Monday morning saw a huge convoy of more than 60 Triumphs leave
Maselspoort for The Windmill, venue of the national Concours and show
day. Over here | counted 73 Triumphs on display because local
Bloemfontein members also joined us at this fine venue. Of these, 39
Triumphs patrticipated in the national Concours (20 in d’Etat and 19 in
d’Elegance) while the rest of the cars appeared on show only. The fact that
38 of the 39 entries won medals gives an indication of the quality of the cars
in the national Concours. The show day was sponsored by Tata and The
Windmill casino management with lots of gift, meal and gambling vouchers
thrown in for a great many lucky draws.

On Monday evening we had an optional but most interesting and
entertaining visit to the Boyden Observatory virtually next door to
Maselspoort resort. Tuesday morning started with a photo session for
participants at the Maselspoort entrance prior to members departing on the
Tour de Bloem (our version of the usual scenic drive). This was a full day
excursion to some of Bloemfontein’s interesting spots in the form of a
treasure hunt directed by cryptic questions. Participants could do the tour in
their own leisurely pace and it appears if most people enjoyed the event
while they discovered that Bloemfontein is actually loaded with historic
places of interest.

On Tuesday evening we enjoyed a hamburger and chips meal sponsored
by Tata again as a prelude to an inter-centre quiz and parts-in-a-bag
competition. The cherry on top, however, was Wendy Hay’s most
entertaining if not daring cabaret show that revealed the tremendous hidden
acting skills of so many of our Pretoria members! This once again proved
that talented people drive Triumphs.
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Wednesday we started with the BGM where Alan Grant (president),
Gerhard Vorster (chairman) and yours truly (registrar) were re-elected to the
national committee. Our very own Eric Fletcher was appointed new Sabrina
editor and our equally own Judy Harris was elected new secretary/treasurer
in place of Ken Boss

who previously filled all three positions simultaneously. Honorary
membership was awarded to Gino Casieri in recognition of many years of
outstanding service to the TSCC. Congratulations, Gino, the Pretoria Centre
in particular wishes to express our pride because to date we have been the
main beneficiaries of all your years of dedication.

The driving skills test followed after the BGM where members had a lot of
fun thanks to Marius and Rory, as well as Glaudina and Chris Smit who
helped them, staging two timed events. The disused go-kart track in
particular proved to be a lot of fun with engines revving and tyres protesting
loudly as participants tried to better their times whilst trying to keep the
tennis ball from flying out of the bowl mounted on their Triumph’s bonnet.
The dinner-dance and prize-giving ceremony on Wednesday evening was
very enjoyable. Good food, fine wine and a very convivial spirit as club
members enjoyed each other’'s company vir oulaas before returning home
the next day. Many people made the most of the Seventies theme with a
number of not-so-young hippies putting in an appearance while the disco
lady played nostalgic songs from the seventies resulting in many members
gyrating along on the dance floor. Great, great fun! The prize and awards
ceremony started with the Concours medals:

A special word of thanks to our sponsors who assisted us in hosting a
successful event:

Accordian Investment (Pty) Ltd, distributors of Tata vehicles (meals, snacks,
venues, trophies, paperwork and printing, files, etc);

Axiom Hydraulics (bumper badges, dashboard plaques)

Distell (wine at dinner-dance)

The Windmill Casino (venue, gift and gambling vouchers)

Bayer Health Care (donated prizes for lucky draws)

A final word of thanks goes to our hard-working club committee members
whose tremendous input and effort made this event a success: Chris & Dot
Gibbons, Jaco & Engela van Vuuren, Rory & Glaudina Loots, as well as
Marius Labuschagne. Included are Alan Dickens and Charles Mitchell from
Bloemfontein who assisted with a great number of things at the Free State
venue. A special word of thanks also goes to Gerhard Vorster (national
chairman) and Gino Casieri (previous national chairman) whose inputs were
invaluable.

The very last word of appreciation is expressed to all the Triumph club
members who attended and the Pretoria members in particular whose
combined effort helped to bring the prestigious President’s Cup to Pretoria!

Groetnis Nols
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“With a little help from my friends”
With a little help from my Friends

(I getby...... - John Lennon)

By Dennis Cook and Sheila Maggs

The National Gathering has come and gone — a thoroughly enjoyable holiday for
those of us from the Cape with new friendships forged, old ones renewed and
many happy memories. No doubt this issue of Sabrina will contain many tales of
the gathering. The purpose of our article, however, is not to chronicle the events
of that memorable week at Maselspoort, but to share with the readers some
memorable moments where the wonderful friendship , camaraderie and unselfish
support of club members to those who needed it was demonstrated once again.
Our small convoy from Cape Town had decided to make a 3 day excursion of
the journey traveling through the Klein Karoo, some wonderful scenic passes and
memorable little villages. Each day it seemed brought some or other problem
with one of the cars but fortunately nothing that could not be resolved along the
way.

Our final night stop was in Aliwal North, deep in the Eastern Cape, close to the
border with the Free State; We had decided to leave early in the morning and
have a leisurely drive across to Bloemfontein and hope to find a farmhouse
restaurant along the way that which we could enjoy a hearty brunch. | have a
photograph of Brian (Maggs) sitting in the garden of the hotel where we stayed,
enjoying the wintry morning sunshine. Unfortunately neither the morning nor the
journey to Bloemfontein turned out to be what we had all the expected. It was not
long after we crossed the border into the Free State when Brian’s TR 3 A began
to slow and he pulled off to the side of the road. As | stopped behind him it was
with a terrible feeling that | smelt the unmistakable stench of an engine that had
been thoroughly cooked.

After allowing it to cool, it became apparent that the motor had not seized, but
that there was no compression and it was not going to start. Although he had
fitted new rings before leaving Cape Town, Brian was convinced that the rings
had collapsed with overheating. It is one of the unfortunate design quirks of the
TR engine that the sensor for the temperature gauge sits so very high up in the
thermostat housing that any significant loss of water will result in the gauge not
giving a correct reading, and will not show overheating.

The group did not stand long wringing its hands, as National Chairman Gerhard,
confident of the ability of his V8 TR 7 to rise to the challenge of towing Brian all
the way to Maselspoort, coupled a tow rope and we were soon on the way again
— admittedly somewhat reduced in speed although we maintained a steady 80
kmh.

For those of you who have some experience in towing, you will know that it is the
steep down hills where the problems can arise and although | had always thought
that the Free State was truly flat, we did have more than a few down

hills with which Gerhard and Brian had to contend.
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By late morning we called a halt just outside Smithfield where we
had a truly great country breakfast at the Famous Pig out restaurant.

We left our friendly hosts feeling replenished and ready for the last of the journey.

By now it was quite late on Saturday after noon and the group stopped on the
outskirts of the city to buy much needed sustenance ( in handy packs of 6 ) as
well as meat and stuff for a planned braai on the evening after arrival.

After obtaining directions from someone over his cell phone, Gerhard left with his

family still towing the blue TR 3 A. We followed some while later after doing the
shopping and our mishap (Tim, myself and Robert Sanderson) after blundering
into a black taxi rank and trying to extricate ourselves, is a story in its own right.
Gerhard, it seems, had also got the directions wrong and ended up towing his
convoy into the local township where he got thoroughly lost. Fortunately
someone came to his rescue driving a big black BMW, and directed him out of

the township towards the Airport.

Once people had heard of Brian’s problems, it was amazing how quickly
everyone rallied around to help. Charles Mitchell produced a set of 85 mm
pistons complete with rings and a good used head gasket to get the job on the

go.

Fearing that too many hands might be counterproductive Gerhard sent us off
next day to get cars cleaned and prepared for the Concours while he got down
to helping Brian remove the head to carry out an inspection. Fortunately it soon
became apparent that there was no damage to the rings but the gasket had

blown between cylinders 2 and 3.

It was also noticeable that there was a sizeable crack all around the header tank

of the radiator — the obvious cause of the water loss and over heating. Allan

Dickens, Bloemfontein Centre chairman, arranged for the radiator to be repaired

and refurbished notwithstanding it being a double long weekend.

By the end of the weekend a smiling Brian watched
Gerhard climb out from under the car, lower it off the
jacks and pronounce it ready for a trial run. The two of
them headed off down the road and returned with even
bigger grins of success.

It became apparent that there were some
electrical problems but nothing to stop the car getting
around under its own steam.

Well, it is not the first time that | have seen Beverley
Moranduzzo sort out electrical problems for guys at a
national gathering. In fact | seem to recall that her help
has been called on at most of the recent gatherings.
Beverley, it appears, learned the skill from her father

whilst still a young lass, and retained the skills; fortunate it was for Brian. She
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spent the best part of 2 days sorting out the TR 3 ‘s electrical problems the final
result of which not only got his overdrive working again but had the car in all
ways ready for the return journey to Cape Town. By the way, we had not left
Bloemfontein on Thursday 1 May when the TR3 A came to another halt — this
time diagnosed as a faulty coil, which was fortunately replaced at a diligent Midas
open on a public holiday.

There were so many others who assisted in one way or another and provided
both moral and technical support- Chris Ferreira, Robert Sanderson, Deon de
Kock and others that | may have forgotten, as | had no real part in the work team.
What makes the efforts of all most remarkable is that a National Gathering is a
special event for all of us in the calendar- that time for enjoying new places, old
friendships and socializing. It has become expensive to the point that many are
concerned as to whether we will continue to have these large gatherings. All of
the people involved in getting Brian’s TR 3 A in a fit condition for the return
journey offered up some part of their holiday and missed some part of the
national gathering- yet they came forward unselfishly and willingly in a show of
support and camaraderie that is so typical of the Triumph Sports Car club. In his
address the club President stated that our club is highly regarded and even the
envy of many of the other marque clubs. So it should be because | have yet to
come across another that has the same spirit as ours.

On behalf of Brian ( and Sheila) we wish to say to all of those who participated in
this mini rebuild; and Gerhard for towing the TR 3 some 250 km, thanks guys-
you have always been special friends- but you will be even better remembered
for your generosity and your support.”A friend is someone who is there for
you when he'd rather be anywhere else." - Len Wein

From the bookshelf

| am grateful to the media for all the Triumph news available to me for my first
Sabrina and so enabling me to have a full bookshelf for you.

The April issue of “ClassicCars” has the fascinating story of TR2 PKV374 which
was one of the three factory cars entered in the 1955 Le Mans 24hours.

These were all fitted with disc brakes as a publicity boost to presage their
introduction on production models in October 1956.

Immediately after the race, while still in the pits, it was bought by the soon to
become King Hussein of Jordan.

Jan Pearce, its current owner, purchased it in 1974 and has restored to Le Man
spec.

In the 2006 Le Mans centenary race with Nick Mason at the wheel it qualified
behind Sir Stirling Moss in an Osca & was consistently quicker in corners than
the Osca.

In the buyers guide section TR4’s & 5’s are tipped to increase in value.
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In April we are told that when it comes to 70’s GT’s the biggest bargains remain
the Reliant Scimitar GTE, the MGB GT and the Triumph TR7FHC.

After 5 pages of road test & owners comments the TR 7 comes out tops as
“What else lets you bask in so much 70’s style for so little money?”

The March issue of “ Classic & Sports Car” goes back to the 70’s and
compares Mercedes-Benz 350SL ,Alfa Spider 2000, TVR 3000S ,Porsche 914-6
and a Triumph TR6.

Did you know that Chris Lawrence, he of Morgan + 4 SS fame with its

140BHP TR3 engine was given a verbal order for 250 of his aluminium headed
TR4 engine to go into the Jean Tastevin Monica? That although the 1966
prototype was powered by such an engine Chris Lawrence decided it wasn’t
refined enough. Read the full story in the April issue.

Now | think that maybe “Classics Monthly” should maybe change its name to
“Triumph Monthly”.

How’s about a 185bhp Dolly Sprint courtesy of Jigsaw Racing and featured in the
March issue as it toured Holland.

A 6ft 6in ( 1.98m) tall Stuart Norton tries a 69 Lancia Fulvia RS Coupe, a 69 Mg
Midget, a 70 Elan, a 71 MGB GT, a 80 Fiat 124 Spider and 74 GT6 Mk 3 for size.
Strangely only the Fiat was topless.

The GT6 claimed his heart but his head (no pun intended) chose the MG.

The workshop section details how to make a wiring loom.

In April they kicked off with several letters about TR7’s and then described
owners views on living with a V8 engined car, with one of the nine cars featured
being a 1975 Stag. Interestingly there is photograph of a Stag on a Corgi
exhibition stand which is without a doubt the original car for the Corgi model that
Bill Flynn purchased at Maselpoort.

The Workshop Section begins part one of a Rover V8 engine rebuild. This is a
fully illustrated 6 page section covering the strip down.

Always of interest is “Drivers Diaries” and here you will find reports on Peerless
(Yes it had a TR engine)& Triumph 2000 wagon.

Do you recall the article last year on Bert Smeets rebuild of the Janspeed Le
Mans TR7-V8? Well the saga is continued here with the latest update.

So, now let us have a look at Mays issue or as it is labeled spring.

In 2005 a tatty Mk IV Spitfire was bought by a young lad on his 18" birthday.
After two years of restoration he and a friend set out on a nine country, seven
week tour of Europe. This adventure is recounted in 6 pages with some
harrowing breakdowns including a broken valve spring Warsaw.

This was repaired on the car park by a passing, non English speaking local, who
provide a spring and with the aid of two ring spanners and a six pack completed
the job in less than an hour.

Having completed 3500 miles they eventually broke down 5 miles from home.
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This is followed by more TRY7 letters and part 2 of the Rover V8 rebuild, this time
covering the actual rebuild. Probably for Johan Bantjes edification it includes a
section on the SU rebuild,

While not using a Triumph there is an interesting two page section on cavity wax
treatment.

Now what do you say to details of the Stag’s V8 cooling system.

Installing Carpeting & Upholstery albeit on a Lotus contains many practical tips.

So from the Bookshelf, happy reading.

For Sale

1. 1972 Triumph TR6 Pl Engine 2.71 with Bosch injection & competition
exhaustLHD,Overdrive, sports suspension

Blue with matching hard & soft tops

AC Cobra spoke wheels

Restored in 2003
Comes with roll cage
& original exhaust.

. Price R 150,000 ono
Contact Tony Hug at
tony@swissfin.co.za

2. Brand new
Haynes restoration
manual for
Spitfire,GT6 &
Herald.

Price R260 inclusive
of postage in SA (
New cost is R395)
Contact Dave or
Judy Harris on 011

849 6267 or 072 729 1850

The Tribeca

Subaru have their Tribeca, supposedly named after a New York suburb.
However Tri = 3 & bek = a beak and A = a suffix missing from a badge.
So let us rewrite this and what do we get but John Fletterman’s

TR3A oris it a TR3BekA?
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Will it bite ?
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A TR7 Story (partl)
EDITORS NOTE

This series of articles first appeared in the Pretoria News letter early
in 2007. | have therefore edited it to read in the present but have not
changed the costs shown. These therefore reflect the prices & exchange
rate effects at that time.
Dave & Judy Harris have always been car fanatics & before relocating to SA
in 1984 had rallied a variety of Ford Escorts. These Dave & his Co-driver
had always prepared them themselves. Thus when Dave satisfied a long
standing ambition to rebuild a classic he had no fears.
Both Judy & her Mother had owned Spitfires in the UK and Judy wanted an
open top and so their search began. With that introduction over to Dave &
Judy.

We looked at some Spitfires and TR7’s but liked the layout of the 7 which was
similar to the Escort rally cars having a Rover derived solid back axle. So we put
an advert in “Junk Mail” & by some coincidence it was answered by someone
also living in Benoni. After visiting the car twice we took the plunge and on March
3" 2007 handed over a Cheque for the Persian Aqua 1980 Canley DHC TR7.
Condition was generally good (body, interior, wheels, tyres etc). A bonus was
that in addition to the original engine, installed in the car was a recently rebuilt
Ford V6 Essex 3.0l engine.
So we started with the best of both worlds — a usable car with the V6 and the
original Triumph unit which we could rebuild at our leisure before installing it at
some future date.
Having joined the Pretoria club we set off on our first run organised by the Spitfire
House. Half the members, that day, said to keep the V6 in. The other half said to
use the original engine,
So to keep everyone happy we decided to do the next run with the V6 & the
following with the Triumph. (Better get a good engine hoist we thought)
Since getting the car we had already done quite a lot of work such a steering and
suspension bushes, with all parts sourced from Rimmer Bros.
We then drew up three lists:-
List 1.

All jobs that can be done using local components i.e. Throttle cable,
bonnet release cable etc.
List 2.

Items required to be sourced overseas from outfits such as Rimmer Bros.
List 3. Future items to be replaced such as seat trim, carpets etc.

In part two, we will let you know how far we progressed with the work done. We

will also include the related costs and any fitting difficulties experienced.
It was a big learning curve for us but we enjoy our owning a Triumph.
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Dave & Judy Harris
The Future

WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT FROM SABRINA?

The simple answer to that question is that it can only be as good as all of our
input, both yours & mine.

By that | don’t purely mean articles but also some ideas as to what you would like
to see and also some criticism on want you don't like to see.

Therefore let me kick off by sharing some of my ideas.

Firstly the Regional news. | would like to see more info on what you are going to
do as distinct from what you have done. My logic here is that if someone from
say Durban is going to be visiting Cape Town in a few weeks time is there a
function that he could attend. Also where and when are your noggins held?

I intend to feature in each issue an article on a significant car from each region.
The first will feature , from Johannesburg, Alan Grants Protea.

So how about one from Cape Town and so on around the Country?

| will continue the “From the Bookshelf’ but would like to see a question & answer
section. Somewhere there is someone with a problem that has been solved by
someone else. Let’s start sharing experience.

In this vein | intend improving our communication with other Triumph clubs
internationally. Why? Because their newsletters contain technical articles that we
can benefit from so let us reprint them on a reciprocity basis. Here again there
are many activities & events that we should be aware of.

For example | know of three Triumph owners from the Midland Automobile Club
(owners of the Shelsey Walsh Hillclimb) who visited SA last year & were not
aware of our activities. | am sure that the converse is also true

So, it's done and it is still June, so if the postal delivery doesn’t go on strike you
should be reading this no later than early July.
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