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EDITORIAL

There  comes a time  in life when one has to step  down and let someone else do
the work.   After all , they say, a change is as good as a rest.  Cheetham has stood down
as  Secretary,  Treasurer and Editor and Anne Greening, Chris Packman, and Ken and
Liz Boss have  come in to take over.   I wish them every  success in their newjobs and
have no  doubt that they will carry them out efficiently and effectively.  Just remem-
ber, your help will mal{e their jobs easier and more rewarding.

Christo  Prinsloo,   our  Bloemfontein   Chairman,  has  helped  the  club  out  by
offering  to  sponsor the magazine  cover.   Not only that, he has been able  to  organise
the  copying of the magazine by the same printer in Bloemfontein as well.  All we need
now  is  a  camera  ready  copy.    Ken  and  Liz  will  obviously  be  in close  contact with
Christo  in  the  future,  but  if the  Cape  Town  Newsheet  is  anything  to  go  by,  your
J`uture  copies  of  Sabrina `are  going  to  be  full  of interest.    No  doubt  they  will  be
calling for magazine articles, so please don't let them down.

John  Roets has taken over the seat of National Regalia Co-Ordinator from Neil
Harty,  who  has  stepped  down  after  many  years  in  that  position.    If you  have  any
requirements for regalia (especially  Rally Jackets), please don't hesiate to get in touch
with John .

I have had very little response to my plea for members to act as registrar respon-
dents.   Now beware  !    Cheetham  is  still the Club  Registrar  and  will  be  making active
moves to  enrol  experts  as  official registrars  for (probably) early TRs, TR4/4As, TR5/6s,
TR7s`  Spitfires 'GT6   and  ,Stag`s.,.     We  need  such  people  to  help  foster  the  interest
amongst these various groups of cars.

Now, as I hand over to Ken and Liz, may I wish everyone a future fun of happy
Triuquph-filled motoring.

Graham Cheetham

FROM THE CHAIR

Another national gathering has come and gone, and I am confident that it was enjoyed
by  all who were present.   To  all those who did not make it, I can only say "sorry you
lost", and I do hope you make it next time.   Part of the gathering included out two
yearly General Meeting and I  must  say thank  you  for putting me  back into the  "hot
seat"  again.    I  made  some  suggestions for  the new Committee  at that meeting and I
promise  I will  do my best  now to  take up those suggestions and put them into effect.

Another   suggestion  which  came  from  the  floor,  made  by  Rob  Elliott  from  Port
Etizabeth with good reason, was that in future gatherings the turnout from each centre
be  taken into account in computing the scores for the inter-centre trophy.  I thought
this was  a good suggestion as it had  also been in my mind  during the period prior to
this   gathering.      I  have  since  looked  at  the  turnout  figures  and  tried  to  arrive  at  a

formula which would be  fair to all centres.   I first looked at the actual turnout which
Was:
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NEW MEMBERS
Johannesburg
Pretoria
Bloemfontein
Natal
Port Elizabeth
Cape Town

One  obvio.usly  could  not  use this as a way of scoring, because of the vast difference in
the total number of members at each centre.  I then looked at the possibility of working
out a score on the basis of percentage turnout, and the following is the picture:

Johannesburg                Total members:          113           Turnout
Pretoria                                          "                       12                  "
Bloemfontein                               "                       10                 "
Natal                                               "                       5 8                  „
Port Elizabeth                             "                      30                 "
Cape Town                                   "                       64                 "

Arf

€,a

Whilst  this  seemed  a  more  equitable  way  of working  things  out,  it  is  quite  clear that
Bloemfontein  with only  186km to travel, stood the best chance of getting the majority
of their members there, and making the highest score.  This again did not seem fair.  The
next  step  was  obviously  to  build-in  the  distance  factor  to  the  scoring  system.    Using
AA  distance  tables, I then took the percentage turnout as a percentage of the  distance,
and  arrived at what seems to me to be the fairest way of scoring.   Here are the results:

Johannesburg                  55 , 6
Pretoria                            143, 5
Bloemfontein                 111, 6
Natal                                   112, 5
Port Elizabeth              306, 8
Cape Town                      118, 3

You  can  see  why  this  suggestion; was  brought  up  by  Port  Elizabeth!    I  will  leave  the
organi§prs of the next National Gathering to decide whether they use something like this
in the next gathering, but I do strongly recommend it.                                                           {

I have already had some discussion with Graham Cheetham on the subject of appointing
specialists  for the  different  model  Triumphs,  and  you  will  be  hearing  from  us  in  due
course on this.

Here's wishing all of you TRIUMPHant motoring.

PETER DU SAUTOY

A.I,+
.

•il:

The Triumph Sports Car Club welcomes the following new members and hopes
that they will participate in the various activities of the Club.

953       G.F.TIMMINS, BOX821,ROOIHUISKRAAL,0154.  TR7
954       BRYAN SOUTHON, 304 HELLOISE FLATS, PRETORIA ROAD,

SILVERTON, PRETORIA, 0184  VITESSE COUPE
955       NORMAN  SMART,  BOX  7369,  BONAERO  PARK,  1620.   SPITFIRE. MK.  2
956       JOHANNES   SMITH,  369  MORCLETA  STREET,  SILVERTON,  PRETORIA

0184. SPITFIRE MK. 3 .
957       BETTY  ROOKE,  59 KROMETART  STREET, VAL-de-GHRACE, PRETORIA,

0184. SPITFIRE MK. 3
958       PAULL' ETANG, 53 MKHULA ROAD,WESTVILLE, 3630. TR7 SOFT TOP
r`59       CARLBR[TS,Box 72o,BRAKPAN, ]54o.

J60       DI  HARVEY,  10,  OAKLAND  ROAD,  BRIGHTON BEACH, 4052. SPITFIRE
MK. 4.

961       MICHAEL LYONS, 280 BALFOUR ROAD, JACOBS 4052. TR7
962       MARIO BRIERAVA,14 DABCHICK QUAY, MARINA da GAMA,

MUIZENBERG, 7945. TR3A
963       STEPHEN   LAMPRECHT,   22   BRAEMAR   ROAD,   GREEN   POINT,   CAPE

TOWN. 8001  SPITFIRE MK.1.
964       CATHERINA  VAN  DAM,    8  MAY  ROAD,  ROSEHILL,  DURBAN  NORTH,

4051. SPITFIRE MK. 3
965       MURRAY DIFFORD, BOX 303, HENLY-ON-Klip,1962.
966       ALEXWALDECK,BOX 781153,SANDTON, 2146.TR6.
967       JIM   BEERS,   109   B0TANIC  GARDENS   ROAD,  DURBAN.  4001  HERALD

13/60                                                                                                                 CONVERTIBLE.
968       ANDREdupREEZ,BOX21,PONGOLA,3170,TR3.
969       VICKY SINCLAIR, 34 VILLA BARCELONA, TWIST STREET,

ALBERTSVILLE, 2195 . SPITFIRE MK. 3 .
970       REGINALD   GROOM,  BOX   138,  UMTEMTWINI,  4235,  ROADSTER  2000.
971        ANNE de BOD  Box 340,SUNNINGHILL, 2157. 2000 SALOON.
972       RICHARD  ALEXANDER,  GLEN  ELGIN,  Box  7531, NEWTON PARK,  6055.

J¢73RTA:3wiHITEHEAD,||3WESTVIEWDRIVE,PORTELIZABETH,6001.

SPITFIRE MK. 3.
974       MICHAEL  BUTLION,  4  THIRD  AVENUE,  NEWTON  PARK,  6045.  TR6.
975       GEOFFREY DYER, 8 RIVA MARINA, SWARTKOPS, 6210. STAG
976       CHRIS BOSHOFF, 216 CATHCART GARDENS, HUMEWOOD,PORT

ELIZABETH, 6001. SPIT. MK. 3.
977       FREDDIE  le   ROUX,  BOX   10502,  MEERENSCE,  RICHARD'S  BAY,  3900

HERALD  1200 SALOON.
978       JACOBUs van RENSBURG, BOX  1454,MIDDLEBURG,1050. TR6.
979       BARRY  YOUNG,  75  HOPLEY  ROAD,  TABLEVIEW,  CAPE  TOWN,  8001.

TR4A.
980       MACHTFL   BRAND,   BRANDWEER,   WOONSTEL   28,   BELLVILLE,   7530

HERALD.
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981       MARTIN  BAILEY,  COTTAGE  11,  FRANKENWOLD  EST, UNITEC,1  JAN
SMUTS AVE.,JHB„ 2cO1.

982       IVAN BURNHAM-KING,17 BRONZ.E PARK, 5 ANTHONY ROAD,
DURBAN NORTH, 4051. TR4A.

983       H.W. VENTER, 6. MEYER STREET, REITZPARK, WELKOM, 9460, TR3A.
984       E.CRESSY,BOX 1316,MASERU, LESOTHO,100.TR6.
985       SCHALK BURGER, BOX 2344,WELKOM, 9460. TR3A.
986      JOHN GEYSER, BOX 25cO, BLOEMFONTEIN.  9300, TR3A.
987       ANDREW   KRUGER,   23   FORSYTH   STREET,   BLOEMFONTEIN,   9301.

SPITFIRE MK.  1.
BRIAN GOODEN, BOX 257, FOURWAYS, 2055, SPITFIRE MK.1.
P.S.  CLASSEN,  42  KIRK  STREET,  DESPATCH,  6220.  SPITFIRE  MK.1.
CLIFFORD WILD, 27 HERCULES AVENUE, IMPALA PARK, BOKSBURG
1460. SPITFIRE MK.4.

991       MARK WOLHUTER, 28 RIVER ROAD, POTCHEFSTROOM, 2520.
SPITFIRE MK.3

992       KEITH MATTHEWS, BOX 27, SUENINGHILL, 2157. TR3.
993       KOBUS FRONEMAN,BOX 112,PONGOLA, 3170. TR3A.
994       ALISTAIR DUNLOP, 74 SNIPE STREET, HORISON,1725. SPITFIRE MK.2.
995       C.A. SWART. BOX 67, FAERIE GLEN,0043. SPITFIREMK.3.
996       KENHAWKSWORTH, 95  STRUBEN STREET,  RYNFIELD, BENONI.1500.

GT6.
997       STEVEN  PAGE,   77   ST   AUBYN   ROAD,  NEW  REDRUTH,  ALBERTON,

1450. GT6.                                                  \
998       JANET SWANEPOEL, 8 BORGO BELLO, 62 JOHANNES STREET,

FAIRLAND, 2195. SPIT. MK.1.
999       CARNE  BAXTER,  37  ROMSEY  GROVE,  ELLIS  PARK,  4051.  HERALD

12cO SALOON.
1cOO    R.H. HINDON, BOX 115, TOKAI, 7966, HERALD 1200 SALOON.
1001     IAN DUNCAN, 2 ACHILLES ROAD, RONDEBOSCH EAST, 7764. TR4.
1cO2    BARRY   AMBROSE,   7   HAYWOOD  ROAD,  RONDEBOSCH  EAST,  7764.

TR4.
1003     B.S. BORCHARDTS
1004    JOHN LANCASTER, 30 EVERGREEN LANE, CONSTANTIA 7800. €,i     `€&           a

SPITFIRE MK.  1.
1005    IAN stHOEMAN, BOX 67, MEERLUS,1090. SPITFIRE. MK. 3.
1006    TREVOR  VAN  ROOYEN,  79  RUSHBROOK  ROAD,  HIGHLAND  HILLS,

PINETOWN, 3610. HERALD COUPE.
1007    PAUL   WATMOUGH,   252   NIGEL   ROAD,   SELCOURT,   SPRINGS,   1560.

HERALD.
1cO8    MERWN  CRONJE,  62,  HONIBAL  STREET,  RYNFIELD,  BENONI,  15cO.

TR3A.
1009    BRUCE PUTTERGILL, BOX 5, THORNHILL, 6375.  TR3A.
1010     GERRIT    BOTHA`   22`.PROOKLANDS    AVENUE`   WEYBRIDGE   PARK,

PORT ELIZABETH. 6065.
1011     HAROLD FOONK , 4, RUTLAND STREET, CLAREMONT, 7700, SPITFIRE

MK.3.
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gr,de4 a% era
Godlr®y Gil®s Gericke

Chart®r®d Accountant8 |S.A.)

9  June  1986

The Fomier Editor
Sdrirra
P  0 Eec  29252- VIRE
4057

- Graha,
Just to let you know how rmch ve enjeyed the 5th Naticnd
gathering which res our first.   We are locking fored to
the next one and will bring a Triumph this trfe.

I  an enclosing a photograph of ny mc 3 Spitfire red to ny
rorgan.   As the spitfire was r`ebuilt during the era of the
sick rand,  it Could have the doubtful distinction of being
the rrost expasive one in the Country.    Incidentally,  this
is  the  seventh Spitfire  I  have crmed.    Can any mEfroer beat
that ?

Way back  in the middle  1960's  I  used to have  a  red TR2,  which
incredible as  it may seen ncw,  I traded in on a tolris Minor.

We  also  have  a  1969  TTiunph  2000  which  is  100%  ca[plete
and original exxpt for the 6  inch wheels I have n]w f itted
in place of the  4!  inch ones.    These have  inn?rov\ed the
feel of the car tremendously and I feel should have ha
fitted origimlly.
AIl the best,

GODFREy  G cmlacE

Greenrose House
23  MCLuckie  Boad
Francis  Evatt  Park
Port  Elizabeth
South  Africa
P.O   Box  12392
CentraM  6006
Tel..  (041 )  30-63(]7



i              C.J. Rheeder

P.O. Box  1616

Empangeni
3880

12 June  1986
Dear Graham

Enclosed please find my postal order for R2000 being for my sub. for this year.
I apolostse for the delay and hope it has not inconvenienced you in any way.

Graham I would also like to ask you if possible if you could ;dvertise on the next
news  little  that  I  have  a  Triumph  Spitfire  MKl, in reasonably good shape with
gearbox and striped engine for sale  for R80000 and if anyone is interested they
could phone me at 0351  -25353.

•Thankingyou,

#y
C.HRIS RHEEDER

8
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1.      PLEESERE:     X: !:::lay;eJr.,E:rtHToaunt', T: Mri¥::kT£:t6'r:;:rg:]TT::e'woerkan,

E. Painter, T. Stratten, H. Stratten, K. Kitchen, 8. Rooke,
D. Gordon, S. Smith, J. Wimams, N. Whit ford, R. Elliott,
8.  Maggs,  B.Brown,  C.  Prinsloo,  D. Cook, A.  Booysen, E.  Steele,
C. Mitchell, S. Tefini, N. Dudheiko, D. Rudolph, C. Miner,
J. Brooke, T. Pretorius, D. Heath, 8. James, D. Nixon, N. Paxino,
I. Carlson, C. Butlion, D. Blair, J. Illenberger, P. du Sautoy,
G. Cheetham.

a(,        APOLOGIES   C. Scholtz, R. Indeby,J. Ireland,R. van derMerwe,N.Harty,
\

2.C=Q±|±IRMATIONOFPREV_I_QUSMINU_TIS.

Proposed:   R. Euiott, Seconded:   N. Whit ford.

3. CHAIRMAN'S REPORT.

It  seems  a  long  time  since the  last  General  Meeting,  probably  because  the  two  year
period covered eight months of 1984,12 months of 1985, and 5 months of 1986, and
is  in  fact  more  than  two,years.    It  is therefore .impossible to  comment on everything
that has happened, and I only plan to dwell on some of the hig.hlights.

1984 was a year of consotidation, the loth Anniversary National Gathering had formed
friendships  and  cemented  connections  between  people  and  different+ centres, which I
am sure  are  going to ve  renewed and made even stronger this year.  I am sure I am right
in  saying  that  we  went  away  from  Sedge field  feeling  that  we  were  a  truly  national
organisation,  and  from  my  subsequent  observation  at  SAMCA,  I  realised that we  are
certainly more  so than most other clubs.   Some of the friendships were in fact renewed
early  in  1985 when members from Natal, Transvaal and the  Free State met  for a very

`c6essful  weekend  prior  to  displaying  their    cars  at  the  annual  "Cars  in  the  Park"
low in Pietermaritzburg.   Tjis annual event is always very well supported by our Club,¢+

and in  1985  for the third year running there were more Triumphs parked together than
any other make (even MGs). The other regular annual event which we take part in is the
National  Classic  Car  Concourse,  and  in  both  1985  and  1986  by  the  organisers  (The
Austin  Healey  Club) for the  number of helpers we provided.   In  1984 the Committee
decided that the Club should sponsor bringing Des Rudolph's car up from Cape Town to
participate  in  the  event.    It  was  a  great  disappointment  bo.th  to  Des  and  his  fellow
members when he had to pull out at a fairly late.stage.  Anyhow the precedent has been
set and I am sure the new   Committee win be looking at concourse scores on a national
basis  for  this  years  event.    With  the  club  d'  Etat  teams  reduced  from  5  to  2  cars,
however, it is going to be  a hard choice.   With regard to our membership, after a small
increase  in   1984  we  actually  had  a  drop  in  the  number  of paid-up  members  at  the



end of 1985.   It  seems that the country's economic situation is taking its toll, when the
man-in-the-street has less money in his pocket with which to pay higher prices forjust
about his  pocket  with  which  to  pay  higher prices  for just about everything he buys,
it  is  little  wond.er  that  his  hobbies  are  among th.e first things he has to  cut down on.
Little wonder too that at this late stage in the year there are still many members, some
quite prominent and long-standing oneso who have not paid their 1986 subs!

Human beings being what they are, no organisation can run completely smoothly with
everyone  agreeing  about  everything  au of the time.   Personality clashes have to occur
some  time  or  other,  and  the  TSCC  of South  Africa  is  no  exception.    Early in  1985
because  of some  such   disagreements it  seems, a number of Pretoria members formed
their  own  separate  group  withing  the  Club.    They  announced  this  at  the  Pretoria
Centre's Annual General Meeting where they invited any other members who wanted to,
to join  them.    This  did not seem a good thing at the time  as Pretoria is certainly
big enough to have two branches, however, this group has shown by its  enthusiasma¥ ~)          a
regular  organisation  of,  and  attendance  at  its  events,  that  it  is  more  active  than  the
group it broke  away from.   I would suggest that the other Pretoria members remember
the invitation given at that AGM.

As to my own activities, thanks to regular business trips as well as holidays, I have been
able  to  keep in touch with all centres.   I can say with confidence that in the last two
years I have been to more noggins, events, and even committee meetings in more Centres
than  any  other  single  member.    I  even  had  a  noggin  `n natter in East London where
there are only one or two members left.  I  would like to take this opportunity of sacing
a public thank you to an the members in all of the centres who made me so welcome.
With such cameraderi6, the Club can only go from strength to strength.   I want to say
thank you  too  to  the  rest  of the  Committee for the way they have gone about their
various duties.  John, for the enormous amount of work put us but also for the whole of
SAMCA.  Nefl,  for our beautiful new rany jackets and an the  other regalia that add to
the pleasure of belonging to the club.  Dennis, for mastering the paper-work put out by
SAMSC regarding competition licences, idemnities, and so on .  Harry, fo still managing
to get spares for us in spite of the fall of the Rand.   And last, but  anything but least -
Graham, for his ready ear and many wise words. Also for reminding me  on more than

i(nacnr:a:€t
one  occasion, after listening to my moans.   That  "it's only a hobby y'know'
worth  getting  upset  about)..     Graham  has  indicated    that  promotion  and
pressure  at  work has forced hin into having to give up his position on the committee
after serving`for the full twelve year life  of the Club.  I would like to propose that if he
can see way clear he does this gradually over the next few months, so that his successor
can have the benefit of Seeing how he has done things for so many years.  Also that he
still remains an ex-officio member of the Committee after he has given up the reins.

A word  of thanks too our President - Alan Grant, for giving a lot of his tine on the
telephone and many words encouragement.

Before finishing this Report I would like to make a few suggestions to be taken up by
the  new  Committee.    Firstly  I  would  like  to    suggest  that  the  Cormittee  appoint
separate coordinators or specialists for different car models or groups of models.  These
would work in a simflar way to the Triumph Sports Six Club  do in the UK, and duties
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would include  answering queries from less experienced owners of the model concerned,
proviqing   regular   articles   for  Sabrina,   and  possibly  keeping  the   register  for  their
particular model.•Secondly,  as  one  criticism  which  has  been  voiced  suring  the  last  two  years concerns

communication between the National Committee and the various centres, I propose that
a regular Newsletter be circulated to all centres from the National Committee.

A third suggestion is that we  consider holding a meeting at some suitable central venue,
to  be  attended  by  a  delegate  from  each  centre  and  the  whole  National  Committee,
approximately midway in time between this national gathering and the next one.

•.'Inconclusion I would like to say how much I have enjoyed working with you over the

last two years an.d thank you aH for your support.

P.O. Box 10028
LINTON GRANGE
60 1 5 .

12th June,1986.

The Editor,
SABRINA.

Dear Ed.,

If you have  some place to fill in the next issue perhaps this little incident could be just
what you want!'

At the last B.G.M. of the Club  at Rob Ferreira Resort, it was suggested that Triumph
2000's, 2.5's and PI sedans be accepted as fun members of the club.  I, as an owner of
a  1971  PI sedan which has now covered just on 4cO  000  Kms (yes, that almost four
times  round the speedo), thought it was a mere  formaliy that we would be  accepted
into  the  `family'  birt  very  good  reasons  were  put  foreward  for  this  not  to  be  so  -
reasons  which  I  accept  fully.    I'm  not  too  worried,  though,  for  I  know  that  these
owners  can be  `Associate Members'  so  that we  can enjoy  all the  facilities of the Club
other than the privelege of voting at the B.G.M.  and of having our cars insured under
the Glen Vaal scheme.   I also have  a TR 3A so I  can vote anyway.  But I do feel that
the  PI  in  particular has a lot more  in  common with the TR  5's  and TR 6's with the
common  problems  in  the  injection system as well  as being a little  more  `sporting'  in
performance  and character that the 2000's and Chicanes which are probably owned by
those  taxi  owners  of certain  townships  near  Jo'burg  and the  `sedate old gentlemen'
referred to  at the meeting.   So here's a story  from my  experience with my car which
may apply to the owners of 5's and 6's.

I had travelled up to Graaf Reinet and was coming home later in the afternoon to Port
Elizabeth.   Dusk fell soon after Jansenville  and I then became  aware  of the  fact that
my ignition light was on.   I  looked  at the battery  condition voltage meter.  Yes, only
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10 volts were  showing!   Well, I  could not stop in the middle of no-where so went on,
lights on  dip.   Got to Uitenhage and the car was still going fine so just carried on.  But
sure enouch, half way to P.E. from Uitenhage she coughed and would not run.

Now  I  do  not  know  if  people  from  other  parts  of the  country  are  aware  of the
geography of this area so a little  explanation is neccessary.   The road from Uitenhage
t:i:;I).::Sdsez#Feeetx°t¥nnss]%£:,Sfro]ecdoiz:;dne];(:i::d°usnoc;e:;££e;¥.eefxisa:r:Ts°twftsri:

100 metres or so of the road and is the home and the kingdom of the local `comrades'.
Now  these comrades are not the sort  of  comrades that chased Bruce Fordyce  down
from  Maritzburg to Durban the other day, but the new sort of comrades, those who
rule by`-threat of the famed   `necklace' and who strip down a car in a very short tine.
They have even been known, so I'm told, to steal a car just to get the alternator and

then  set  it  on  fire,  to  preve'nt  evidence  of the  theft  getting  into  the  hands  of the
authorities.

My car cruised down the hill and came to  a stop just opposite the turnoff to Chatty
and  to Zwide.   It was a Friday night.   Cars whizzed past.   No-one would stop there.
What now?   Well, I  said  a few prayers to the good Lord and to St. Christopher -yes, I
know that modern scholars have thrown St. Christopher off the list of saints because
of dubious historical accuracy but this was no time for me to  argue about history.  I
needed all the help I could get.

Then I looked down at the rev.  counter.   The engine was still running!    800  Revs.   I
put  my  foot  down.      The  engine  coughed  again  and  would  not pick up.   I sat and
thought.    No  one would stop  fro me  so  I was on my own. I  could not leave my  car
there  nor  could  I wan because  of the  comrades.   So I must try to  go on.   I left  tht
fights on  `park' and slowly was  able to go  foreward along the   yellow line at the eqgr
of the road.   Further on, at Algoa Park, I knew was   a police station.  If only I could
get there I could leave the car and phone my wife to come and get me in her car.

We made  progress, slowly.  I was thinking furiously.  What was happening?
Wen, I figured it this way.  Travelling with a dud alternator and the lights on, I ran the
battery  down  so  far  that  the  fuel  pump  was  not  giving  a  high  enough  pressure  to
operate the injectors at normal throttle  opening.  But when I idled, the vacuum at the
injectors was much greater and so this made up for the loss of pressure and they then
worked.    Put  my  foot  down,  away  went  the  vacuum  and  the  result  was  dramatic
coughing from the engine.   Moreover, with the lights now on parking only, the drain
on the battery was less and so it was able to recover some  of its charge and keep the
pump working.

Whatever it was (and I include the help of the Good Lord and St. Christopher), the car
kept going.   Up the hill, away from Soweto and then away from Zwide too.  Looming
ahead  was  Algoa  Park and that police station.   But by now my  spirits were rising in
proportion  to  the  distance  I was putting between myself and that stronghold of the`comrades' and anyway, with the battery  seeming to give more punch, I was moving a

bit  faster.   Perhaps I could get closer home.   1'11 risk it, I  thought,  and kept on going
past  the  pohice  on  to  the  turnoff  to  the  expressway  at  the  last  entrance  to  the
townships, the New Brighton turnoff.
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The trip up the expressway included a longish hill and the car was not too happy with
this.    Nor  were  the passing cars, all who were going at  120 k.p.h. with me  doing 30
but who cared now?  I was as happy as a lark knowing that I would make it home now
and if not, I was at least in a safe area.

Sure enough, we mde it.   "How was the trip, Darling?" asked my wife "Fine", I said,
"No problems!"   It was only later when I was in a calmer frame that I was able to tell

her  for  she  does  worry  sometimes  when  I  travel  alone at night in a  15 yearold car
with a high milage.   But  then` as I tell her, it is a TRIUMPH so why should she worry.
After all, has it EVER let me down yet?

'tedcfe  a% 8
Oodloy Gll.. a.rok.

Ch.rt.I.a Account.nt. (S.A)

12  April  1986

Mr  G  cheetham
Box  29252
Maydon  wharf
4057

Dear  Graham

It  cx=curs  to  ne  that  some  of  our  mefroers  who  Chlrn   big  TriumEin's
may  care  to  join  the  TTiunm  2000/2500/2.5  Register  and  I  a.in
enclosing a  pamphlet  about  it.

Its secretary  is:-

Mrs  L  Berry
18  Raverrsmcad
Chirmor
Oxon    OX9  4JG
England

All  the bet.

€.
Gedfrey  G  Ciericke
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4+fa.t.R::ro+.ffi-
THE TFtluMPH  2000/2500/2.5 REGISTEFt

Thank you for your enquiry into membership of the Triumph 2000/2500/2.5
Begister.   Begister  membership  offers   many   benefits,   detailed   below   are
the major ones :

-     Bi-monthly  Magazine  -'`Six  Appeal''.     The  'organ'  of  the  Club,  i
contalns    news    and    views,    technical    articles,    general    articles
advertisements,  and  photographs.  It  provides  Club  members with  a
forum to air their feelings via the letter section.

-Local groups exist throughout the country, mostly meeting monthlyat
convenient local hostelries. These give all members the opportunity of
meeting and discussing all aspects of Club membership, and Triumph
motoring in general.

-    Annual  National Weekend event including concours d'elegance, trade
stands, Annual General Meeting, etc.

-    Spares operation that enables members to purchase many hard-to-find
new parts, as well as a complete range of good used spares.

-----.-     Technical  advisory  service,  to  give  practical  help  with  all  problems

encountered when working on your Triumph.

-    Full range of Begister Begalia -jumpers, sweat-shirts, grille badge, key
rings, etc., all at very attractive prices.

-Libraryservicethat has many books, articles, photographs, productio{   ,S
data, etc., available to members.

All the above benefits are available for an annual membership fee of ilo.0o
(overseas £15.00).  There is a once-only affiliation fee of i 4.00 (u.K. and overseas)
to cover costs of administration,  etc. -in return you will receive a membership
card,windscreen  badge,  copy of  Begist6r rules,  and the latest editi,on of  `'Six
Appeal„

Interested?     Please completeand return the enclosed m6mbershipform-
you will not be disappointed.

''TheTriumph 2000/2500/2.5 R®gist®r   .   .   .   form®dtopr®s®rv®
and promote th®s® long under-rated classics"
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THE   FIFTH   NATIONAL   9ATHERING   :    8TH   -llTH  MAY   19_86..

STATISTICS :

1.       By  centre

2. By  Car  Type

Johannesburg
Pretor.ia
B loemfonte in
Cape  Torn
Port  Elizabeth
Natal
Total

Total

RESULTS

1.        Tug  a  Tr`iumph

Mens

1.   Johannesbur`g  A.
2.   Bloemfontein
3.   Por`t  Elizabeth
4.   Johannesburg  8
5.   Natal
6.   Cape  Tour
7.   Pr`etoria

2.        Concour`s  d'Etat

Spitfir`e  Mk.1
Spitfir`e  Mk.2
Spitfire  Mk.3
Spitfir`e  1500
GT6   Mk.1
GT6   Mk.2
GT6   Mk.3
2000

51

Ladies

1.   Pol`t  Elizabeth
2.   Pr`etor`ia
3.   Cape  Town
4.   Johannesburg
5.   Natal/Bloemfontein

Pos.Entrant           Car       Chassis  Eng.±±±   ±±£=.   ±2S±£=.   ML££±.   QEi8.

1.      C.   Miller                 TR4            83            86

¢[.=
N.   Dusheiko             TR3A
J.   Thornton            TR6
D.   Rudolph

4  =  E.   Steele
6.     D.   Heath
7.     a.   Ma88s
8.     S.   Tafani
9.     a.   James

10.     D.   Steele
11.     J.   Brooke
12.     P.   du  Sautoy
13.     T.   Pretorius
14.     N.   Paxinos
15.     .D.   Nixon
16.     C.   Butlion

288

TR2             76
TR3A           74
TR6             64
TR4A           58
TR6              62
GT6              49
TR6             62
Spit.3.   64
TR6              57
Spit.       58

17.      D.   Cook                         TR3
18.      A.   Booyson                TR3
19.     I.   Carlson             Spit
20.      8.   Br`own                      TR2

Posn . in
Bonus    Total    Class

2          135            98       435     11.0       970.0       1st
133            95       430     13.5       960.5       1st
125            94       437       7.5       945.5       1st
125             95        419     11.0        923.0        2nd

10.0        923.0        2nd
6.0       899.0        2

16.0       875.0
14.0       873.0

13        6.5        864.5
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847.0       4th
839.5       1st
836.5       5th

8.5       797.5       1st
7.0       795.0       6th

14.5        752.5
14:5        745.5
8.0       734.0

15.5        678.5



2.       g2pseurs  d'Etat  .C,9nt'd .....                                                                                                           poBn.   in

Pos.Entrant           Car      Chassis  Erg_i_n_e_    lp±£=.  E2s±£:.  !!££±.  Q:±g.  !gp±±E  !g±e|  Class

21    H.   Str`atten
22    C.  Prinsloo
23    K.   Illenburger
24     D.   Blair`

3.     Concoul`s  d'Elegance

Pos . Entr`ant

H.  Fairley
J.  Roets
J.  Hartman
E.  Painter
D.  Prout
J.   Rademan
A.  Slaughter
K.  Kitchen
T.   Meyer`

Farrell
Terblanche
Cordon
Rooke    .

Van  Woerkam
Dobbins
Greening
Mitchell
Whit ford
Smith
Williams
Stratten

4.     Dr`ivlng  Tests

(a)     Gymkhana

Men

1.S
2.H
3.K
4.H
5.R
6.K

(c)

Smith
Fairley
Illenburger
Ter`blanche
Elliott
Kitchen

Combined

Men

1.H
2.S
3.K
4.H
5.R
6.H

Fairley
Smith
Illenburger
Terblanche
E1|iott
Stratten

Chassis   Engi_ne    ±±±:.  E2E±S£.

( spit . 3 . )
( TR2 )
( GT6 )
( TR3A )
( TR2 )
( Spit .1. )

( TR2 )
( TR3 )
( TR7 )
( GT6 )
( TR6 )
( TR6 )

1.        B.   Rooke                (Spit.3.)
2.        R.   Heath                (TR6)
3.        A.   Gr`eening        (Spit.1. )

Ladies

1.        R.   Heath                (TR6)
2.        B.   Rooke                (Spit.3.)
3.        A.   Greening        (Spit.1.)

5.     Pr`esident's  Trophy

This  tr`ophy  is  awarded  to  the  Centre  gaining  the  highest  scor`e  in  Conoul`s
and  Dr`iving  Test.

Position                               Centr`e

Johannesburg
Port  Elizabeth
Pretor.ia
Natal

6.     g¥9n_am  Cheetham  Tr_o_pLtry

This  trophy  is  awarded  to  the  member`    gaining  the  highest  score  in  Concour`s
and  Driving  Test.

Position                                Member

H.   Fair.|ey
S.   Tefani
J.   Hartman
8.  Prout
N.   Dusheiko
J.   Terblanche
K.   Kitchen
a.   Maggs
P.   du  Sautoy
S.   Smith

REGISTRAR'S REPORT.

{`en

Car

TR2
TR3A
TR3
TR7
TR3A
TR3A
Spit .1
TR2
GT6
Spit.3

I have dealt in the past with the TR and Spitfire range of cars, but this month I
will  deal  with  other  car  varieties  in  the  club,  namely  GT6.-Stags` Herald Vitesse  and
some of the big Saloons.

GT6 REGISTER.

Mark  1  (KC  1  to KC  13752).

KC      2303                      KC   2127  E
KC      33070                 KC   3170E
KC     4109                      KC  3947  E
KC     4968                     KC  5448  E
KC      8289                      KC   8641   E
KC      89900                 KC   10205   E
KC      9012                       KC9531   E
KC      122130                KC   11316E

G. Smith
H. Haselton
A. Ewin8
J. Royden-Turner

Stevenson
D. Maclntosh
D.. Frielinghaus
E. Morley

Mark2(KC 50001 toKC58046      KC 75001 toKC 82398)

KC     55831   L              KD  55936  E                 K. Gobin                    Americanspecn.

Mark 3 (KEl  to KE 24218)
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KE     2272
KE     3469  DL
KE      10591
KE. . ,12729t
KE     21cO6  0
KE     21348
KE     22128  0
KE     23087

STAG
____

LD       487
LD     1628   0
LD     3677   BW
LD      116500
LD      11781BW
LD      132530
LD      134380
LD      137650
LD     215340
LD     21623
LD     21703
LD     243350
LD     317490
LD     32669

LD     346960
LD     35323
LD     356630
LD     365570
LD     453640

'HERkos

KE        484  HE
KE        809  HE
KE   10019    HE
ME  50566   HE

LF   2591ESS
Rover V8
LF   26198  EBW
LF   11628  ESS
Ford 3-Litre
LF 12980  HE
2cOO
Ford 3-Litre

LF   22035  HE

LF  22909  HE
LF   25695  HEA
LF   26579  HE
LF   27168  HE
LF   28573  HEA
LF   29174  HE
LF   21451   HEBN
LF   30637  HE
LF     4539  HEA

D. Lempp
W. Gibbons
H. Cheetham
J. Hawksworth  I    2000 Motor
P Du Sautoy
L. Lindsay
L. Myburgh
J. Speuer

D. Langford
S. Botha
M. Glanger
8. Morritt
F. Pudney
M. Smith
A. Jones
A. Heath-Lunt
R. Suverkrop
P. Randal-Smith
L. Hutton
R. Mallabone
M. Crasson
F. Groenewald
J. van der hfe.rwe
R. Sandberg
A. Parsons
J. MCBrearty
J. Strydom
G-Dyer

Y     6722          Y     1955HE       THC   1307       948ccCoupe
Y     6842          Y     7662HE       THC   1428       948ccCoupe
Y     7826          Y     9542HE       THC   1449       948cc.Coupe

Y  13206  HE                                   948ccCoupe
Y   15470  HE                                   948ccCoupd

Y     15749       Y     7920HE                                   948ccCoupe

G   41771           G   39071   HE     THS  363          948ccsaloon
GA41923        GA  36994  HE       HS  21261147ccsaloon
GA  45353        GA  30538  HE       HS  21911147ccsaloon
GA  70153        GA  80388  HE        HS  25101147ccsaloon
GA  102814     GA  100717HE                              1147ccsaloon
GA  103355     GA  102632  HE                            1147ccsaloon
GB     18556     GD    30034  HE  HS  2763        1147ccsaloon
GB      18570                                       HS  2780        1147ccsaloon
GB       18578    GD     31877  HEHS  2788        1147ccsaloon
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T. van Rooyen
M. Hirst
G. C`heetham
M. Brand
N. Cope
R.

V. Shipton
G. Morris
H. Eban
F. Le Roux
K. Iuenberger
R. Baxter
G. Ross
K. Dover
P. Watmough

GA  222544  HE
GA  218354  HE

GE9660          GE       9860    E
GE     77998  HE

VITESSES_-i_

HB     8230  DL
HB   23510  CVO
HC     6835  DL
HC   51875  DLO
HC  53014  DL
HC  57684  CVO

MG  98314  ES
HB  23603  HE
HC     6649     E
HC  52047  HE
HC  53414  HE
HC  58380  HE

{,`;.                art  2.5 pl sALOONs

4MG    9234  DL    MG  10237  HE
4MG   12848  DL    MG  12540  HE
4MG  15892  DLOMG  77401   HE

CHICANE SALOONS

4MK  80089  DL    MK   2355  HE
4MK  85370  DL    MK   3941   HEBW
4MK  85720  DL    NK    8237  HE
4MM  23814   DL    MM26787  HEA
4MM  '36105   DL    MM43504  HE2giv
MB         3283  DLO  MB  33232  HE

#7::?:::::    :.. Faoc¥basrth

1123-::cc:-:::=    3: E::tgoaprfohulos

1600cc Coupe(?)
1600cc Convert
2000 Saloon
2000 Saloon
20cO Saloon
2000 Convert

8. Southon
N. Thompson
E. Powell
D. Middleton
J. MCLuskie
P. Abott

E. Brink
E. Powell

T  2500P1767     K.Bbss

M. Keuy
P. Gamble
E. Morley
J.   I humtu'l
A. Barker

A. Barker

Notes
____             .

{   v                 er{  1.     The letter ` 0 '  after the commission number refers to overdrive fitted.
2.    Perhaps  Peter  du  Sautoy  can  tell  us what  "BW"  refers  to  after  the  Stags'  com-

mission number, and what "ESS" means after the Stag engine number

3.     There appears to have been about 2800 Heralds built by Motor Assemblies of which
948cc Coupes and Saloons, and 1147cc Saloons and convertibles were made locally
Estates were fully imported.

4.     Vitesses are very rare in South Africa.  In Natal, Brian Hunt and Trevor Pieters have
Saloons  (not  registered)  and  a  Coupe  (could  be  a  saloon  or a convertible) exists
in Queensburgh.   Chris Holmes has a 2 Litre Convertible in Humansdorp.  Are there
More about?

Graham Cheetham.
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(c)   Regalia co-Ordinator.
5.    REPORT  FROM SPARE PARTS FUND COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN.

Harry  Fairley reported that the current stock spare parts had been run down
and  that  new  spares  would  not  be  ordered  unless  the  exchange  rate  improved.   He
reported  that  in  April  1984  an  order  for  spares  had  been  placed  to  the  value  of

4    384  which  was  landed  for  R90cO, whilst in May  1985, an order for      3   8cO
eventually  landed  for  R16    000.     The  current  account  for  the  Spares  Fund  was
R9  000 with a stock of R5  000.

Andy Greening also reported that the exchange rate had interfered with the
importation  of spares.    He  indicated that his accounts amounted to R3   500 with a
spares stock of R2  5cO.

6.    REPORT  FROM  INSURANCE CO-ORDINATOR.
_   __         __             __                 _      _                   ___       '                                ________     _   __    _      _         _            _      _    _                                                                                                                                                                                                                      .                                                                                                                            -

John  Dobbins  reported  that  160  Triumphs were currently insured with the
SAMCA  Insurance Scheme.   This, he  said, was a good percentage  compared to  other
clubs.     He  reported  that  premiums  had  been  doubled  because  of bad  claims.    (it
appeared  that  some of the clubs were taking the scheme  for a ride).   John indicated
that for the scheme to survive we would have to look after it and must thus administer
judgement  of value and suitability of applicant responsibly.   His feeling was that the
insurance scheme should be looked upon as a privilege and not a right.

7.    REPORT FROM MOTOR SPORT CO-ORDINATOR.

Dennis Cook reported that the Johannesburg Centre was active in competitive
events  and  that  a  lot  of involvement  in  interclub  activities  was  going  well.   Dennis
mentioned  that  all  cars  involved  in  competitive events must have  a fire extinguisher
fitted (BCF variety).

8.    REPORT  FROM  REGALIACO-ORDINATOR.
-__--_

Peter du Sautoy reported on behalf of Nefl Harty that the major achievement
for  the  past two years on the regalia front was the purchase of loo more new Rally
Jackets.  These would be sold at R55.00 each.

9.    ELECTloNOFOFFICE BEARERS.__    _   _       .                              -                                                                                   -                            _

(a)  Chairman

Pu. du Sautoy, Proposed A. Greening, seconded E. Steele.
A. Slaughter. Proposed D. Cook, seconded J. Brooke.
Mr. P. du Sautoy received 35 voted, Mr. A. Slaughter 8 votes.

(b)  Editor of Sabrina.

Ken  and  Liz Boss were proposed by P. du Sautoy and accepted unanimously..
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J. Roets proposed by P. du Sautoy, seconded H. Fairley.
Accepted unaninous.1y.

(d)  Motor Sports Co-Ordinator.

D. Cook proposed by P. du Sautoy, seconded D. Rudolph.
Accepted unaninously.

(e)  Insurance coordinator.

J. Dobbins. Proposed P. du Sautoy, seconded C. Miller.
Accepted unaninously.

@((           (f)  Sparepartsco-Ordinator.
H. Fairley. Proposed N. Whit ford, seconded G. Cheetham.
Accepted unaninously.

(g)  Seere_tary_:

Anne Greening. Proposed P. du Sautoy, seconded Andy Greening.
Accepted unaninously.

(h)  Treaourer.

Chris Packman. Proposed H. Fairley, seconded D. Cook.
Accepted unaninously.

10.  MEMBERSHIP  FEES AND P.R. ACTIVITIES.

(a)   G.   Cheetham  proposed  that  National  Club  fees  be  increased  in   1987  to
R15.00, and in 1988 to R17.00 Seconded P. du Sautoy.
Accepted unaninously.

ffl{           (b). P. du sautoy proposed that the declining membership could be turned round
by using club "calling cards" published in Sabrina.

(c)   P.  du  Sautoy  proposed that advertising in Sabrina could help the increasing
costsofpublishingthemagazineandaskedmemberstofollowupsponsordy.ipipp
possibilities.

(d)   Suggestions were made to  advertise the club in Car Magazine and local news-
papers.  Centres were asked to contact local INFO Centres, local AA Branches
and Leyland Agents.

11. PROPOSAL TO INCLUDE SALOONS IN TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB.

G.  Cheetham  proposed  that  "the  Triumph  Sports  Car  Club of S.A." extend its
fun  membership  to  include  the  owners  of Triumph  2.5 Pls, Triumph Chicanes,
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Triumph  2cOOs,  Triumph  15cOs  and  Triumph Dolomites.     Seconded  by  P.  du
•  Sautoy.   Following a long discussion about  the`ihtlusion at full membership level

of Saloon owners, it was decided, by a vote of 14 to 29 to reject the proposal.

12.e__ENE__R_A±

(a)   Mr. 8. Maggs asked about  the  1988 National Gathering.  It was proposed and
accepted  that  the  Johannesburg  Centre  would  organise  the  Sixth  National
Gathering.

(b)   Mr. A. Slaughter proposed a vote of thanks to G. Cheetham.

(c)   Mr.  R.  Ehiott  asked  whether  the  President's  Trophy  could  also  include  a
factor  which  considered  the  percentage  turnout  of a  Centre  at  a  National
Gathering.

Mr.  J.  Dobbins  indicated that the bonus for age in the concours events was
probably  now  outdated,  and  the  question  of the  application  of this bonus
would be considered by the organisor of the next Gathering and the incoming
Committee.

(d)  Mr.  G.  Cheetham  proposed  that  Registrars  be  appointed  for each group of
Triumph cars.  Seconded by D. Blair.  Accepted unanimously.  Mr. G.
Cheetham   will   form   a   sub-committee   to   establish  the  Model  Registrars.

(e)   Mr. G. Cheetham proposed that Harry Fairley be made an Honorary Member
for the work he has put in to the Spare Parts function and to the support he
has given to Triumph cars and club activities.  Seconded by P. du Sautoy and
accepted unanimously.

I_Blu=.M_P_H SP_O_RTS CAB CLUB OF N_4|4±.

Being  involved,  as  I  have  been,  in  National  business,  I  find  it  sometimes
difficult to base my Natal Centre report on Natal Centre business.  But let's put that
to rights (if, in fact, they were ever wrong).

Natal Centre hosted several Joburg Centre members at Cars-in-the-Park ttiis
year,  and it was g.ood to see  regulars John Dobbins. (TR6), Peter du  Sautoy ( GT6
Mk.  3), the  Stratten Bros (Spitfire Mk.2 & 3) besides new faces like Ian Brook (TR6)
and some new Jo'burg members too new  for me to know.   Met new Jo'burg Centre
Sec.    Bettina  Barr,  but  why  travel in  an  Aston  when  a Triumph would be better?
It  is  a  pity  that  so  many  Triumphs arrive  for sale, like  a black TR6, a black Mark
4 Spitfire, a red and white Herald Coupe  and a half built TR3A.   I understand that
there were more Triumphs on view than any other marque.  So well done fellows, yet
again.

Our British Sports Car Run to the Rob Roy Hotel turned out over 30 cars in
pretty  dull  drizzly  weather,  but  quite  a  range  of classics arrived - Healey, Morgan,
Sunbeam, Jaguar, M.G., Lotus, A.C. and Triumph were all there.  Nice breakfast too!
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We  lost  several  entrants  to  the  Nationals  through  other  committments.
George  Kilkie was in the U.K. Theo Stewart was in the U.S.  and Paul Jouy was on
duty.    It  would still be nice to see sorpe more of those  50 earlyNatal TRs at these
events.    It  might  be  interesting  to  note  that`jin  and Val Winiams (Spitfire Mk.3)
and Helen and myself (TR3) left at 3.30  a.in. and drove through Mooi River, hoods
down,  at  a temperature of about 0 C.   IT WAS COLD.   Even Corrie Bezuidenhout
felt cold in the cab .of his 2000 Saloon.

Other news on the Natal scene is as fouows:  Trevor Pieters has purchased a
2  litre  Vitesse  Saloon  and  together  with  Graeme  Ross  are  putting  together  a  car
based  on  Graeme's  Herald  Saloon  body  and  the recoverable bits from the Vitesse.
Fouowing  the  coinpletion    of  the  bodywork  on  my  TR2  by  a  work  colleague,
Keith Ribbink and Chris de Beer can look forward to the completion of bodywork
on  their  TR3As by the same fe-u-ow.    The  TR2  looks  quite nice now in bright red
•palntwork,  but  it  is  surprising  the  problems  you  find  rebuilding  a  car that  was

purchased in pieces.   James Pitout has nearly completed his 6 year TR3 rebuild and
to  celebrate  the event has bought   a Mark 4 Spitfire for his wife.   Jane and Martin
Hine have had a considerable amount of problems on their Mark 3 Spitfire, but Evan
Powell has sorted them out for them.  What would we do without Evan?  Barry .Hunt .
has made a deal to buy a Theo Stewart's Mark 3 Spitfire and has put his own TR3 on
the  market.    Paul  Jony, who's TR6 gets better and better, tells me he has not for-
gotten the Mark 2 Spitfire and that the wire wheels went on quite recently.  Finally,
on cars in Natal, I would report a series of three  incidents with mine.  Just following
a show of cars in Pinetown I blew the motor on the Coupe (no compression in any
cyhider)` then following our last club outing the off pipe for the pressure gauge blew
on  the TR3, then this moming, Helen telephones to say there is a hole in her GT6
petrol tank.  Never rains but it pours!

We  are  very  sorry  to  lose  Theo  and  Lesley  Stewart  who  are  leaving  for
America  and  Anne  and  Andy  Greening  who are moving to Plettenberg Bay.   Both
sorely  missed.    However,  we  extend  our hand  of friendship  and  wish  them  every
success in their new abodes.

Keep on triumphing,

Graham Cheetham.

BEEQBT  FROM _THE__PO_BTELIZAB_ET__H CEN±B±

Much of the first part of this year centre was concerned with the National Gathering
that  was  held at Rob Ferreira.   I'm not going to bore you recounting where we met
and  what  we `did.   But we were very pleased to have got  11  cars to  do the .530 mile
journey and 4.3fa. of our paid-up membership there personally.

The only  `non-nationals' event was that the centre was asked to provide some cars to
carry  rag  queens  in  a  rag  procession for the local Technicon.   We thought it a good
opportunity  so  some  of us  went  along,  hoping  to  show off our cars along with the
queen and princesses sitting up at the back.  But although the procession was pleasant
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enough  -  and  it  brought  home  to  me  how  little  things  had  changed  since  I  was  a
university  student  -  it was a bit of a  disaster as far as the  cars were concerned.   Not
only was there the  danger of them being dented, scratched and kicked by over enthu-
siastic students (many half-drunk) but beer was sptit on us and flour bombs thrown at
the girls or at passers by which meant hours of cleaning afterwards, especially when it
mixes  with  beer.    .But  perhaps worst of all was that we had to travel at a slow pace
behind a group of drum majorettes and there was a great danger of the car overheating.
The TR fan is not the most efficient that I have ever come across and I was alarmed at
the heat.  We had Spitfires and they seemed all right and two TR 7's and they were OK
too.    Afterwards  I  heard  tales  of woe  from  someone  who had taken part in such a
procession  a  few  years  back  and  had  cooked  his  engine.    "Cost  me  R600!    Never
again"  he said with a shudder as he downed his ale.  So be warned!

The  trip  to  Rob  Ferreira  was  quite  eventful  so  let  me  recount  that as this centre's
report this edition.

There  were   two  groups   of  cars  that  travelled  up.    One,  with  the  more  modern
machinery  (TR  7's,  later  Spitfires,  etc.)    1efti  early  on Thursday morning and were
there  by  lunch-time  without  any  incident.   .B`ut  those  of us  with  older machinery,
and I'm referring to the cars, of course, decided to travel up on the Wednesday, giving
us time in case we had to stop for repairs.  It wasjust as well we did . . .

The  drama  really  began  the  previous  Friday  when Nevme took his TR 3A out on a
freeway for a bum after tuning and generally fiddling with the carbs, etc.   Don't ask
him  what  happened  because  you'11 just  get  black  looks  as  a reply but as speed was

picking  up,  bang!    The bonnet flew off, breaking the hinges and landing in the road
behind.    Monday  and  Tuesday  was a hasty panel beating job and paint that did not
quite match but at least the car got to the Nationals.

\ We leri P.E.  at  7 am.   AIL went well till just  after Jansenville (100 miles) when Steve

in his Spitfire puued over.  Now we had arranged "one stops, all stop" so we drew into
the  side  of the road.   "Exhaust broken" said  Steve. and sure enough, it had sheared` right  off  close .to  the  manifold.    So  back  to  Jansenville  to  get  it  welded.    Hour's

travelling time lost.

Graaf Reinet  came  and  went  and  we  cruised  through  the  mountain  passes  in  great
style.   This was what Triumphs were made for -driving `topless' on twisting roads like
these with the resonance from your exhause note echoing back from the cutting and
harmonising with that of the car in front and behind you.   Down to Mddelburfu and
just outside the town John pulled over.   ``Back wheel seized"   he said.   ire jacked it
up,  removed  the  wheel  and  found  that  the  bonded  brake  shoe  had  come  off and
jammed  under  the  other one,locking the wheel.   "What if it had happened in those
mountain  passes?"    we  mused.    But fortunately it  did not.   While we were working
on it a car went past, stopped a little further on, and a lady got out and photographed
the  line  of cars  and  drove  off before  we  even  realised  what  was happening or who
they were.   Bu.t back to John's  car.   We put the wheel back on and decided to go into
Middelburg  and  rivet  the  bounding back onto the metal shoe  base.   He had to  drive
the  car  without  so  much  as  touching  his  brakes.    Fortunately  it  was  not  far.    We
arrived  at  the  garage  in Middelburg just on lunch-time.   We  told the manager of our
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plight and he gave us the run of his workshop to repair it.   Everyone else went home
for  lunch.   We were very grateful to him for his hospitality and trust but then small
town people were like that -  it. is rather that people that drive Triumphs are obviously
types that can be trusted?   I think a bit of both.   Hour an.d.a quarter travelling time
lost.

Trip went relatively smoothly from there until just outside K-imberfey;.   John claiming
that  his  brakes  were    "Better  than  before!"   We  stopped Just at dusk and when we
tried to start, Steve noticed that his started was very sluggish.  "You know, I thought
the  ignition  light  was  on",  he  said.   "Funny thing", said John, "Mine has also been
showing".   Well, the upshot of it was two  dud generators out of six cars.  John could
be  helped  because  we  could  swop  batteries  with another TR but Steve was a bit of
a spot as he was the only one with a Spitfire and the battery box on a Spitfire is too
smau to take the large batteries us?d in TR's.   After consultation we decided the best
thing was to push on with Steve driving between two other cars on park lights only.

If he came to a complete  stop, we would tow him but the last thing we would do was
to  leave  his  car  there  at  Kimberley.    What  happens  if  a  traffic cop were to see us?
Oh well, we would cross that bridge when we came to it (fortunately no cop was to be
seen).

I believe  it is quite  a hairy experience travelling  120 Kms through the pitch darkness
with  no  lights  on  a  busy  road (it  was the start of the long weekend) and we  fina.uy
got to Christiana at-about  8.  30 pin.   A  drive  around in the  dark revealed no sig'n 6f
the  Rob  Ferreira  resort  until  we  discovered  it  was  a  few  kilometeres  otherside  the
town so  by the  time we  came to the gate  at the entrance, we were a but discouraged.
Then  the attendant there did not know what to do with us and phoned through the
management  who  went  to  fetch  Ann  Greening  to  come  and  sort  things out for us.
Ann  had   already   gone   to   bed   so   by   the   time   she   finally   got   to   us  with  her
cheerful smile  of welcome we were all a bit peeved off.   Ann told me later that when
she got there  she found a line of cars and drivers, all dressed in their blue jackets, and
not one cheerful greeting from any of them.   Sorry about that, Ann.  It was not your
fault.

«ur(,    ¥e:s::re:pa£:e:dfekdog a;aoy:k°LJ:oghF:e::e::ta]:¥1::rt;ib::::rten±e¥:i::::;St:o:nh£:nr§t us::e:de 't:hn;ee :::;:hgj

had to  enter the  concours without a generator in his car and was rather chuffed with
hing§elf  when he won`a`prize even without that generator.  But to be fair to the judges
of his c-ar, including o`ne Mr. Peter su S., how many points could one deduct from the
`Engine  Electrics'  section  for  a  missing  generator  when  everything  else  is  in tip-top

order?

We  travelled  back  on  the  Monday.    Rob had been plagued by  a noisy pulley on his
water  pump  but  decided  to  fix  it  with  `Steel  Stick'  but  this  unfortunately  did not
work  too  well  but  he  nearly  made  it.    Outside  Uitenhage  the  whole 'pulley` fmally
disintegrated so Billy hitched him up to the TR 7 and towed him home.

•  P.E. centre  did not win many prizes at the Nationals this year but this did not worry
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us too much.  It was the whole experience, the fun, the camaraderie which we enjoyed
and  part  of that was, I'm sure the trip there and back with helping one  another and
supporting each other.  Roll on `88.

Close  with  a  transpt>rt  story.    Two  Texans  were in New York  for a conference  and
stroued  around,  looking  at  the  sights.    They  passed  a  motor showroom, fun of the
latest  exotic  cars.    There  stood  a  lovely  brand new Rolls Royce convertible.   "Say,
buddy, that's a mighty nice limmo", remarked the one,   "I think Ill go and buy it".
"No, Hiram", said the other, "This one's one me.  After all, you paid for lunch!"

Here's another story if you want light-hearted fmer for Sabrina.  A Texan rancher was
crushing with his wife along the lanes of rural Maine among the pituresque  little farms
in his Caddie  `about half a block long'.   He  saw  a gem of a place and stopped.   ``Now
aint  that  real  purty",  he  remarked.    "I  wonder  if they'd  mind  if we  took  a  look
around?"

So  he  turned  in  at  the  gate  and  parked  beside  the  barn.    The  Maine  husbandman
emerged.    "Howdy",  said  the  rancher.    "We're  from  Texas, jus  visitin.'  your  lovely
state.  First visit.  Mind if we take a look at your spread here?"

"No  problem;    no  problem  at  all.    Step   right out.   Now  see  that line of trees over

there?    Well,  that's  m' boundary on that side.   Over there, jus this side of ole Dan's
place, that's m' boundary there.  The road, now, that's  it".

"My", said the Texan, pushing his ten gallon Stetson to the back of his balding head.
"So that's it? Wal, I've got me a spread down in Texas and I'm.no.t lying to yer when I

say that if I got in this here limmo of mine real early one moming and drove and drove
and drove, I might jus make it to the other side by evenin".

The Maine man scratched his head.  He looked at the Caddie.   "Yeah". he said,  "I had
a car like that once"

Cheers for now,

JON & NEVILLE
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'Ihe  fdlt)wing  is an article originally published by Andrew Hill of
the  Stag Omers  Club  in  the  UK,  in the  SCX= Ner7sletter  sane  years
ago.    It gives a good explanation of why tro  se.ts of points are
used in the Stag distributor.

Technical Topic
Know Your Distributor

The Stag dlstrlbutor stared life with single points and a novel adjustlnent for dwell angle (see
dwell angle). Thls Was soon replaced by the familiar twin points verslon -why twin points
you may ask? Well it is because of the dwell angle problem associated with englnes of more
than six cylind?rs. A solution is to make the dwell angle as large as possible but still allow
enough time for the spark to be produced. This maximum dwell angle for an eight cylinder car
is about 40 degrees

Thus wlth single points the dwell angle ls found to be about 30 degrees maxlmum. This is not
enough at high revs and another set of polnts has to be added to help. Both sets of points now
have a separate function. One set produces the spark and the other set starts the bulld up ot
energy after this to produce the next spark. Both polnts have to be open to produce the next
spark

consider.

Points A Points a Resul't

St„I  open Open Spa,k
Closed Still  Open Start of energy build up

Still  closed Closed Energy  still  building  up

Open Still  closed Energy  still  building  up

Still  open Open Spark

etc etc etc

NOTE:  Points A and a are staggered so that they open and close "out of step" but are both
open  for  a   short   perlod,  This  Increases  the  dwell  angle  up  to  around  40  degrees  by
adjustment  of  the  points gaps,

WecannowgettheriiaximumdwellangleandthusmeettheusAemissionregulationsand
have good combustlon at high revs. As can be seen only polnts a produce the actual spark
and therefore suffer from bad "contact pltting " of the points. If you feel that way Inclined you
need only change thls set of polnts and thus save yourself £3 or f4 a time every fewthousand
m'Ies

hope  you now understand why we have two sets of points -the Aston  Martin uses the
Same  points.

Because  of  the  extra  strain  of  openlng  and  cJoslng  two  sets  of  points  eight  times  per
dlstributor  rotation,  the  base  plate which  c_arries the points tends to strain and distort the
three  retaining  lugs  which  stop  the  plate  rocking.  This  rocking  action greatly affects the
timing at low revs and makes lt erratlc. Thls affects the smoothness of the idle and does the
timlng little good eve,i at medium revs. By gently tapplng these lugs down again periodically
will overcome thls but do not overdo it as the base plate must be able to move under the
control  of  the  vacuum  advance  mechanism.  THESE  LUGS  BECOME  FRAGILE,  DO  NOT
SNAP THEM. You can check for correct operation Of the vacuum advance d®vico by removing
the vacuum plpe from the carburettor adaptor and "sucking" it and check that the distributor
base plate rotates a few degrees.
If you cannot re-time the ignition then do not attempt to play with these "lugs" es mov®m®nt
ot them  seriously affects the timing of the  ignition.

DWELL ANG LE. This can b® defined as the period during whieh the points ere closed and is
usually expresses as degrees of distributor rotation. It is during this time that energy builds
up to produce the required spark when the points open. Obviously with a small number of
cylinders a  larger part of the distributor rotation can b® made available for each cylinde
With an eight cylinder engine only 45 degrees (360 divided by 8) is available for the openind-
and closing Of the points tor each cylinder and at high r®volution8 the time is insufficient to
produce  a   "good"  spark.  A  poor  spark  means  poor  combustion  and  therefore  poor
performance and incorrect emission at hig.h revs.
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sAM±gALipe
lMPORTANT

THIS CONCERNS YOU
Protea Insurance have given Glenvaal 30 days` no-
tice from today 1 st August 1986 of their intentiqn to .
cease cover on the group scheme.

SAMCA chairman Brue Caw flew to Cape Town { 1
for discussions with insurance representatives who
told him that Glenvaal were prepared to insure ten
year old and NEWEF] cars on a strictly commercial
basis,  twenty year and  OLDEF] cars on  a  NON-

E;AE`±EUNSoET°pNRLEYpVAFEgDe##NasngRTEHATTEL#5
TWENTY YEAR OLD CARS AT ALL.
IF YOUP CAB  IS llA/ENTY YEAPS OPI OLDER,
you MusT INFORM GLErvAAL GAPE TOwN
THAT  IT  IS  TO  BE  TFIANSFEBPIED  TO  THE
GLENVAAL  VINTAGE  SCHEME  IMMEDIATELY.
IT IS NOW NO LONGEF} A GBOUP DEAL BUT A
PEBSONAL ONE.

Bruce   was   shown   evidence   of   considerable{ ,)
abuse  by  owners-of  cars  in---the  10T20--year  old
bracket where engine rebuilds, extensive panel re-
placement to cars which were supposedly mint and
hi-fi systems of phenomenal values were claimed in
this age group from a romirrated value situation
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ThRAINIfiATRIHRAPH

Wegheatv:r8LrnngdcyJ:'grsy°#ohr:Wq:gcffi;.kfi##riuERkGT6

continues the theme by showing you how to make your
GT6 get to those comers more quickly . . .

•29



Teny Hunell Of Triumphtune torquing down
a crankshaft on a stroked GT6 engimg Pow
A selection Of cylinder heads, including a
heavily mcxJifiled 2000/GT6 unit (Iionorn
I.rty. Weber carburetiors on special
manifolds are an obvious way to irrorease
the power Of the GT6 unit. Note that the
centre unit has different t"mpets for
differentapplicationsGiEj¢ifeEEiiEi.rowRods
being inserted into a stroked 25cO (brty}

In the last issue we explained in some detailhow to make your Triumph GT6 negotiate
corners in a manner befitting a sports car;
having done that ve can turn our attention to
the   engine   and   transmission   to   provide
performance rather more in keeping with the
cars now image.

Thefirstdeeisionyoumustmakeconeems
engine type. As standard, all GT6s were fitted
with a trio-litre straight-six; Mark 1 cars using
aunitverysimilartothatoftheTriumph2cO
saloon. Sadly even standard parts for Mark 1
engines are now very scarce, so meet owners
insearchofsomeextragruntoptforaMark2
engine. Not only dces this make life much
cosier  in  the  unfortunate  (and  fairty  rare)
event of an engine failure but there is also
available a much wider range Of tuning parts.

Engine  size  next,  and  here  it  is  worth
pointing out that, contrary to popular belief, it
'.s quite feasible to fit any GT6 with a 2%.I.the
engine, albeit with one or t\ro modifications.
Youwill,forexample,havetouseaGT6sump
and   reshape   it  to   pro\ride  clearance  for
numbers one and t\^ro connecting rods and
youwillhavetouseapost-1972enginewhich
has  a  shorter  rear  crankshaft  nose.  This
allowstheuseoftheGT6fly\Arheelandthusits
gearbox, essential since ro other 'box will fit
between the GT6's relatively narrow chassis
rails.

If, however, you have a late Mark 3 car and
you wish to go to 2% litres you `ron't have to
change the black (although it might still be
easier simply to do an engine swop rather
than  mess about with  its  intemals):  simply
use  the  crankshaft  and  pistons  from  the
largerunit(theconnectingrodsarethesame)
but remember that earlier engines will also
require the 2%-litre cylinder head -another
good reason for simply changing the engine
as a unit. We'll talk about it in more depth a
little later, but using the 2%-litre engine also
allovrs  the  use  of  fuel-injection  equipment
which, set up and maintained correctly, really
can make the GT6 fly.

A fodyl qutrorve

We  deliberately  tackled  suspension  tuning
before engine tuning to ensure that the car
`^ras capable  of  handling  the  extra  power;
likewise  it makes sense to ensure that the
basicenginecompo'nentswillbeuptothejob.
Additionally,   most  engines   respond   to  a
logical  sequence  of  tuning  and  this  is  ro
exception. First tackle the engine's bmathing
capacity by fitting better carburation, mani-
foldingandcylinderhead,andonlythenthink
about a ron-standard camshaft.

Startbymachiningthecylinderblcok.tothe
required  bore  dimensions,  making sure  to
allow the required  piston to bore clcararree
demandedbytheengine'sapplication:2thou
for road use: 2-4 thou for fast road use; and
minof4thouforracing.Havethemaln-bearing
journalscheekedforaccuracyandline.bored
if necessary and use a set Of new, high-tensile
bolts  with  a  §teel  reinforcing  strap  on  the
centre bearing cap for competition use.

Unless they are obviously in perfect condi.
tion it also makes sense to have a sat of near
camshaft   bearings  fitted.  This  will   entail

replacing the rear cam core plug although if
youareintentondoingthejobproperlyallthe
block's  various  blanking  plugs  should  be
removed anyway for thorough cleaning of the
oitwayswithcompressedair.Avoidlaterleaks
dyusingLoctiteonthrcadedplugsandagood
sealant on core plugs, preferably lacquering
the outer surface as an extra safeguard.

You have probably heard stories Of crank-
shaftthrust-bearingfailureonthisengineand

fuyou#veM#ELGiT:rf%ahny#n#otfTe
ln  their  wisdom  the  engine  designers

provided only a very small thrust bearing to
takethelongitudinalloadingofthecrankshaft
and  this  can  give  trouble.  partieularly  if  it
starts to wear and is then ignored. From the
outside the most obvious indieation of thrust.
bearing  wear   is   enough   back`^rards   and
forvards movement Of the crank for it to be
visible at the front pulley (a tyre lever or large
screwdriver will soon show up any play) and
perhaps dy difficulty in gear selection  (the
release mechanism's movement is wasted in
pushing the crankshaft fonrards instead Of
separating the clutch plates). When you strip
theengineyoumaybeluckyandfindthatthe
problem can be rectified simply by fitting a
new thrust bearing of the appropriate thick-
ness but if you are unlucky you may have to

have  the  block  machin.ed  to  clean  up  the
damage. Clearly, then, it pays to make sure
that you  obtain  exactly the  right clearance
whenyourebuild.theengineandTerryHurrell
recommends `silver pinning' the thrust bear-
ings  into  position  to  make  sure  that  they
cannot become dislodged - another of their
endearing little tricks ....

Beyond this thrust-bearing problem there
are no great problems with crankshafts. As a
precaution,  however.  have  the  shaft  Tuft-
rided and shot-peened, and balancing Of the
completerotatingassembly(crankandpulley,
flywheel and clutch) will help the longevity of
a hard-driven engine. Make sure, Of course,
that all the components are marked so that
they  can  always  be  correctly  aligned  on
reassembly.  Finally, consider reworking the
oil-feed holes in each journal to a teardrop
shape   to   improve  the   oll   supply  to  the
bearings; particularly valuable for racing.

Connecting  rods  and  pistons  next.  Have
your machine shop check for bent or twisted
rods,  fit  new  small-end  bushes  and  ream
them to size. Lightening is possible, if not very
cost{ffective,  but  new  big.end  bolts  are  a
must,   with   expensive   (but   very   stron®
Coswoi th bolts essential for a racing engine.

Triumphtunerecommendthatyouuseonly
genuine 81 pistons and you should certainly
avoid any with split skirts - they are simply
not strong enough. Balance all piston heights
dyul:|aftjer:#gh:¥#:rt::#tsh:##:Stot#
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thou with a 5 to 10 thou radius on each corner
at the joint.

We wouldn't really recommend it for a road
engine,  but  race  and  sprint  engines  can
benefit from fly\A/heel li€htening. Between t\ro
andthmepoundscanbeshavedoffthe2.litre
unit; a `rorthwhile eight pounds from the pre.
49712%-litretypeandaboutsixpoundsfrom' the later version.

mod.rficatiane

Lubrication  next,  and  here  you  can  make
some  very  significant  contributions  to  the
engine's  longevity  by  a  fen/  simple  modi.
fieations. Start by using the latest production
oil pump which has a much higher capacity,
andsmoothoffthetopandbottomed8esofits
rotors to prevent damage to the body and top
plate and subsequent loss Of pressure. Make
sure that the rotor/spindle unit is correctly
and safely attached and reduce the rotor end
float   to   appro*imately   0.001.3   inch   by•machining the body or base plate.

Having  irrereased  the  pump
larger sump is also a good idea,
for racing use. Cut the mounting
the pan and fit an inch-wide strip between the
t`ro (making sure that the completed item is
fully  oil  tight)  but  the  at  the  same  time
remember that this will reduce your ground
clearance, sometimes a problem with signi.
ficantly   lower   suspension.   Internal   sump
bafflingisalmostvital(evenonaroadcaryou
can generate enough lateral g to force the oil
away from the pick-up pipe) and,  in fact, a
longer pick-up is worthwhile tco.

Then you may wish to consider Triumph-
tune's external high-pressure feed kit to the
rcoker shaft - apparently the internal feed is
sometimes  less  than  satisfactory  -  and  a
combinedoflccolerandfilterkitwillovercome
t\ro more of the er)gine's weaknesses: over.
heating and cold-start bearing rattle.

Overheating  is  easy  to  understatld   but
rather less obvious is the cause Of the cold.
start   rattle.   Basically,   this   is   caused   by
nothing more serious than the positioning of
the standard paper-element-type oil filter on
the side of the blcek. There is ro way that this
canbefittedwithananti-drainvalvetostopoil
falling back into the sump over a period of
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pressurised  oil  to  the  rest  Of  the  engine.
Triumphtune's kit cleverly overcomes this by
providing an angled alloy adaptor which bolts
totheblcekinplaceofthecartridgefilterand

mounted at an odd angle but by chcosing one
with an anti-drain valve (AC Delco's X18 is a
good one) you can all  but eliminate any oil-
pressure lag and significantly prolong the life
Of the bottom end.

Carrful neshaping

With  the  foundations  suitably  strengthened
you can  row turn to the items that actually
produce the power: cylinder head, manifolds,
carbufettors and camshaft.

The  2.5  Pl  and  the  2.litre  Mark  2  heads
don't  require  extensive  modification  to  the
ports or chambers but what does pay off is
careful reshaping by hand of the valve throat
area and then careful  matching Of the inlet
manifold and gasket. There isn't a great deal
you can do about valve size, but the shape is
altered  for  Stages 2  and  3  to  provide  the
maximum  gas  flow  allowed  by  the  head.
Bronze-alloy valve guides are recommended

for improved reliability and edioed friction
on all modified heads, reducing de cha"as
Ofstlckin8valvesinthemu€hhigivwling
temperatures you can expect

Valve-spring choice wi« be detrmined dy
thetypeofhead,valvesandcamshaftblitwith
ahigh-IiftTriumphtunecamshaftitisessential
to use the same company's springs to avoid
the danger Of coil  binding - checking the
engineonassemblytoensurethatatfullvabe
lift there is still adequate clearance betvreen
the coils. Standard spring caps are perfectly
adequateforallapplications,althoughitpays
to check the t\ro-piece type for cracks. Light-
alloy  caps  reduce  slightly  the  load on  the
camshaft  and  will  also  allow  a  little  more
clearance for maximum lift. Pushrods too are
adequate for all applications alfrough once
again Triumphtune's Tubelor type are both
lighter and stronger if you want the best Of
eveuthing.

Lastly, make sure that you use the correct
cylinder-head gasket for your engine. Pest-
1971   engines   had  `what   is  kno`m  as  a
reeessed cylinder block and the gasket has a

`uaretagattherear,visjble`wheninplaoeon
re  engine.  Apart  from  that.  the  standard

gaskct is again quite suitable fr any appli-
cation, era ceing.
• Carb. .nd carrB

For a  2-litre GT6 that is to be used as an
everyday  road car the most practical car-
buration will  be a pair Of  1%-inch SUs for
improved   mid-range  torque   and  top-end
breathingabilfty.If.ontliectherltand.youare
lcokingformaximumpo`rerattheexpenseof
simplicfty,tripleWebermeEswillbehardto
beat. These can  tro used on Other a 2- or
2%litre engine: 40s for road use and 45s for
competition. Triumphtilne have recenq)/ had
madeane`^rmanifeldforthissyinwhichis
sa id to be easier to install and to hahre a better
throttle linkaee, and it also has lee sveep at
the front so that the carburetfo+-. are at a
better angle

Then,   Of  course,  one  is   Left  `Ith  the
possibility  Of  fuel  injection.  This  can  be
something Of a problem for the amdeur to
install and keep running efficientry but there
is  ro  doubting  the  poorer  it  can  deliver;
althqugh  you  should  bear  in  mind  that a
property  set  up  triple-Weber  system  may
prove  just  as  powerf`il  -  and  far  more
practical in the king run.

Engines made up to 1972 can usually run
with the standard mctering unit which is rich
enouch to Cope with a Supersprirt camshaft,
although it may be necessary to advance theP  etering timing  dy between  t\ro.and  four

.  For coms beyond the Supersprint
stage  you  can  usually  outain  the  comect
mixture   by  playing  around   \^th  the  air-
filtration  system,  although  setting up on  a
rolling road is advisable to giv it just right

Post-1972  engines,  honrever.  wilt usually
need   improved   petrol   flow/   througiv   the
mcteringunittocope\uthimpro`ndbreathing
at high engine speeds and this can again be
done dy altering the mctering timing and the
vacuum   control   springs;   or   altematbely
Triumphtunecansupplyaspeciallycalibrated
unit, although this is usually only necessary
on a competition car.

Camshafts themsetwes are aeilable for a
wide range Of applications, wth Terry Hurrell
recommending  his  'Fast  Road  83'  for  a
practical  road car. This is a good all-round
profiletractableenoudforcftytraffic(idling
speed  is  around  850rpm)  \whh  maximum
poorer at 5250rpm). AItematively, if you want
more Of an open-road sports car the 'Rcad'
profile  may  be  more  suitable;  while  the

Fitting a stnart rocker covers enhances the looks if rrot the perfermanee Of your erd"9

The modified exhaust and inkat vel\rs to the
right Of the respective dendard items

Sprinrisaeoodcamforeartyplengines.This
producespeakpo`rerat5750rpmandcomes
in at about 30cO. Clearty, thoiigiv, your exact
choice will  depend on  a  number Of  inter-
related factors, so a chat \whh Terry Hurrell
should point you  in the right direction.  Do
remember, though, that fuel-injection mcter-
ing  units  may  need  recalibching  to  suit
wlratever profile you eventually choose.

Distributors, tco, need cawhil matehing to
theengine'scharacteristics.Pro`ndedtheunit
is  in  good  condition  it  is  possible to  play
around  with  the  advance  stings  on  UK
modelstogettherightcurvebelow2500rpm,
althoughtheadvaneecurveforstandardUSA
distributors is such that it is better to change
the  complete  unit.  Whatever  the  case  a
distributor specialist like Aldon Automotive
(Bmener Industrial Estate. Brierley Hill, West
Midlands, telephone 0384 78508/72553) is
probably your best chance.

Gcarhox problon

Finally we must lcok at what is probably the
GT6's Achilles heel - its transmission. The
problem stems from the fact that ro other
gearbox is small enough to fit between the
closely spaced chassis rails. This means that
asstandardtheGT6'sgearboxhasarestricted
torque capacfty, a problem compounded by
the  fact  that  spares  are  both  scarce  and
expensive. An uprated clutch cover and plate
are available but in the end the onus is on the
driver to treat his gearbox with  some con-
siderationandexpectthe\rorstifheabusesit;
and' as Terry Humell  regularly puts  160bhp
through one unit with ro trouble you can see
that  problems  aren't  inevitable.  Obviously
though, you should change the oil at frequent
intervals and  investigate and  I'ectify  imme-
diately  any  untoward   raises.  One  Of  the
problems  is  wear  Of  the  Layshaft  needle
rollers; if attended to promfty/ this can be
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A "umphalne development is this oil feed
to the he.d from the oil-pressure takeof

A neat six-inttrtiM+into-one eoihaust
rnanifald will ease reshictions Of gas flovy

curedsimplydyrene`^ringtherollersbutifleft
to  its  own  de`riees  will  wreck  the  thrust
bearings and then the gearbox casing itself.
You have been `ramed!

Only  the  standard  ratios  are  ahrailable,
although  there. `^ras  always  the  option  qf
overdrive, something you  may care to fit if
your own car is not thus equipped. This also
determined the final drive ratio: 3.89 to 1 with
overdrive;3.27to1withoutit,makingtheGT6
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sQmeofthehardwarewe'vetalkedabouthere
can pro\ride a little more get up and go ....

Finally,ifyouneedanymoreinfomationon
any  aspect  of  GT6  tuning  (or  tuning  any
Triumph  for  that  matter)  we  really  would
suggest that you contact Triumphtune and
discuss your requirements, preferably after
browsi ng through their comprehenshe cata-
logue. For more details wite to 22.28 Manor
road,  Richmond, Sumey "ro  lYB, or tele-
phone 01.949 6668. I
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