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EDITORIAL

It  is  a  fact  that  the  Editorial  has  to  be  written  a  few weeks  before
the  publication  of  Sabrina  and  because  I  wrote  the  November  Editorial  at  the
begirming  of  November  I  forgot  to  wish  everyone  a  Happy  Christmas  and  a
Prosperous  New  Year.  trfell,  because  of  our  deadlines,   I  an  actually  writing
this  Editorial  for  the  February  edition  on  New  Year's  Eve  so  I  can
appropriately  wish  all  our  members  a  Happy  Christmas  and  a  Prosperous  New
Year ,

I  wonder  what  sort  of  year  1980  will  be  for  the  Triumph  Sports  Car  Club?
A new  decade  will  bring  with  it  new  members,  new  cars  and  new  activities.
What  a  pleasure  it  is  to  meet  an  erLthusia§t  who  rea.1-1ly" tares  f6`r  hi.i  -car
-  you  know,   someone  who  is  really  proud  of  it  and  uses  it  every  day®  Or
someone  who  has  carried  out  a  prodigious  re-build.  To  these  people  I  take
ny  hat  off  to.

There  is  one  are.a  of  our  activities  that  has  been worrying me  for  a
long  time.   Whap  spares  should  we  put  into  stock  for  our  Spitfire,  GTfn  and
Stag  owners?  For  without  adeqriate  information  on  what  wears  out  and  what  r`.eeds
replacing  we  cannot  obtain  or  order  spare  parts.  The  TR  owners  do  not  do  too
bad,  or  should  we  improve  our  coverage  of  spares  for  TR4s,  TR4As,  TR5§  and
TR6s?

To  help  us  solve  the  dilema,  we  woLild  like  you  to  complete  the  enclosed
fom  and  return  it  to  us.  so  that  the  right  spares  can  be  ordered  afid  put  into
stock.

Basically,  we  would  like  you  to  tell  us  what  problems  you  have
encountered  over  the  last  year  or  two  on  your  car,   and  what  spare  parts  you
have  had  to  purchase.  Then  we  would  like  you  to  tell  us  what  pieces  of  Triumph
sports  car  you  think  should  be  kept  in  stock. `.Remember,  agents  exist  in  the
UK  for  TR  spares,   Spitfire  and  GT6  spares  and  .Stag  spares,  but  unless  we
know  what  you  would  like  us  to  get  we .carmot. help  you   !.!-So  please  helS
us  to  help  you.

Changing  the  subject  slightly.  When  I  came+.to  this  country  7  years  ago
(all  white  and  pimply)   I  met   a  charming. yoong  lady.who  owned  a  Mark  2  GT6.
This  car  she  had  brought  with  her  from  the  UK  and  sported  wire  wheels  and
tellow  paintwork.  Unfortunately  the  said  lady  walked.ant  of  my  life  and  I
never  saw  her  or  her  car  for  a  long  time.  Then  about  2  reeks  ago  the,yellow
GT6  was  spotted  again  -  still  with  the  ND  number  plate.   It  really  is
interesting  how  cars  turn  up  again  isn°t  it?                    '`  .-

Another  GT6  has  also  appeared  in  PietermaritEburg.  A Mark  3  with  wide
ring  and  also  yellow  paintwork.  There  must  be,  about  30  of  these  de§`irable
little  coupes  about.

All  for  now,
Graham  Cheethan.
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THE   SIMPLE   TALE   0F   A  SUCCESSFUL   REBUILD

I  can  only  thank  John  Musty  for  the  following  story  about  his  TR3
rebuild.   I  cannot  possibly  put  the  whole  epic  into  this  copy  of  Sabrina  so
other  editions  of  the  magazine  will  con.Cain  later  parts  of  the  story.   It  is
a  fascinating  and  informative  commentary  of  John's  work  to  bring  back  to  its
former  glory-  a  forlorn  looking  TR®

"Tread  warily  lest  ye  travel  the  same  dark  roads"

Someone  once  said  that  "a  thing  of  beauty  is  a  joy  forever",  and  it  is
pretty  obvious  that  he  was  looking  at  a  TR  chassis  at  the  time.  For  there
can  be  no  doubt  that  a  clean  and  shiny  undercarriage,  with  frosty  sparkle
of  wire  wheelsg  and  cradling  a  newly  assembled  motoE   ,  has  the  right  sort
of  look  about  it.   Something  you  don't  find  in  today's  motor  car,   and  probably
one  of  the  highpoints  of  a  rebuild®   Az?.yone  who  iias  a  TR  is  urged  to  find  this
out  for  themselves,  but  before  attempting  to  do  so,  may  be  intesested  to
learn  of  some  of  the  eras  mistakes  made  during  the  resurrection  of  TS  53248.

A  friend  once  said  to  me  that  the  worst  thing  about  working  on  a  car,
is  that  owing  to  lack  of  foresight  orie  sometimes  has  to  do  the  sane  job  twice,
eg  install  starter  motor   (see  text).   I  disagree.  The  worst  thing  for  me  is
having  to  do  it  three  or  even  four  times:

Stipping  the  car  is  no  problemg  unless  you  try  it i}ithout  the  use  of
penetrating  oil.  Most  of  it  will  come  apart  with  a  7/16  sparmer  and  a  chisel.
but  before  you  disappear  under  the  bonnet  with  flailing  arms,  you  Should

¥°¥e::a:o:e::e::in::  ::o¥:n¥h:::a:Sw:::df::t :::I:e::age:: :E :: ¥::1:::g8:::g
20  skyhooks  are  adequate.   Panels  and  cables  and  such  like  may  of  course  be  hung
up  on  the  walls.'

First   3-®brJis;.€.fihe   bog¥.:.-i&rthgive   tr±ed=t.&ngine   Qu€  befnt}e  body  ®6f=aFd...'.`bodp
beforBaengine,  and  find!=tha€  the :`1atterc` is  slightly  easier.  Four  people  can  take
a  body  off  very  easily,  whereas  the  engine  needs  a  block  and  tackle,  afid''the
more  access  you  have  when  moving  it  the  better.  Added  to  which,  you  cah  move
the`engine  about  very  easily  when  itts  in  the  chassis,  and  this  is  the  time
to  use  this  facility  and  wheel  it  outside  and  drain  the  oil  ofi  your
neighbours  pavement.  Teach  him  to  let  his  dog  fertilise  your  larm..  We  have
found  thatg  by  and  largeo  engines  are  easier  ta  strip  if  they  are  drained  of
oil,   and  the  impossible  task  of  undoing  a  sump  plug  is  sometimds  possible
when  the  body  is  removed.

hffaturall}t  you  have  to. disconnect  all  sorts  of  odds  and  ends  before  the
body  comes  off .   If  you're  like  me  and  leave  all  the  nicest  food  till  last,   I
suggest  you  start  by  *ndoing  the  water  temperature  sender  unit:.  This  will  give
yo'u  a  feel  for  whether  you  are  in  for  a  rough  time  or  not.   (This  only  applies
to  the  Bourdon  tube  type).   I  have  found  that  a  sixple  incision  with  a  hacksav
at  the  bulkhead  enables  you  to  remove  the  body  with  the  sender  still  in  Situ
-  the  incision  welds  up  very  easilyg   is  not  structurally  vital,   and  allows  you
to  get  at  the  sender  with  freeer  access  when  the  body  is  removed.   (An  electric
TR4  type  was  used  to  replace  the  original).

By  no`w,   you  will  have  probably  decided  that  a  new  riiring.loom will`be
fitted,   and will  have  destroyed  the  old  one  in  the  progd*6s  of  di§cormecting
it.   Beviare.   The  new  harness  is  nat  stipplied  with  any  wiring  ahead  of. the
generator,   so  all  the  spaghetti  under  the  apron  will  have  to  be  ie-used.   It
will  probably  suit  you  to  make  up  a  new  loom  for  this  area  yourself.. This
can  be  done  `using  wire  from  yoLir  old  main  harness,   but  not  if  you  have  destroyed
it,   as  there  are  only  just  enough  lengths  of  some  of  the  colour  coded  sections.
Additionally,  your  new  harness  has  no  instrument  lights,  probably  not  enough
snap  connector  sheaths,   etc„   etc.  To  obtain  new  wire  of  the  correct  marking
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is  impossible  as  far  as  I  have  founds   it  is  unnecessary  as  R10  will  get  you
two  harnesses   from  a  scrapyard  with.  every-thing  you`.need~-~all`.British  cars
of  the .era .had  similar  conventions  and  even:if  you  have  a  new  loom  it's
always  handy  to. have  more  wire  around.

If  you  intend  to  re-use  the  existing  harness,   then  the  €mds  Should  be
marked  in  such  a-way  as  to  confound  the  likes  of  a  panel  b`eater  in  Phalaborwa
who  sent  my  body  back  with  all  the  wire  and  associated  marking  tags  spra}'ed  post
of fice  red.

A  few-  comments   like  "goes  ur`.der  the  steering  colu]][m  here"  eta.  written
in  your  manual  are  invaluable  w<flari  it  cones  to  putting  the  loom  bacr„   and  for
the  3  and  3A  owners  who,   like  myself  are  fooled  into  believing  the  2  diagram
in  the  ffianual   (which  was  never  revised}   take  heart  from  the` following  :-

(a)  Windscre`ren  wiper  motor   :   Top  spade  green,   bottom  §pede.black  with
green,   earth .spade  b].ack.

(b)  Rear  lights  used  to  be  twin  filament,   indicator/tail  lights  riith
the  stop  lamp  built  into  t.ne  number  plate  light  orily.  You  new
harness  is  for  this  System  and  will  need  to  be  revised  to  the
usual  twin  filament  stop/tail  1axps  and  separate  single
filament  indicators.

To  some  people  lroney  is  important,   and  I  belong  in  this  group,   not
being  a  "regardless  of  expense  sort".   I  expect  to  blow  a  few  fuses  during
electric.al  cormissioning,  but  when.  it .gets  into  voltage  regulatorsg   drastic
action  i§  called  for.  We  had  a  fairly  sixple  Situation  where  changing  from
dip  to  high  beam  was  accomp.anied  by  a  bang,   then  lights  out.  This  was  tracked
down  to  an  offset  central.electrode  in  the  high  beam  waning,1alnp  which  lay
against.  its  casing,   and  is  a  consequence  of  the  cheap  and  nasty  stuff  they
give  you  nowadays  to  replace  the.  good  old  over-designed  stuff .   Consider
yourselves  warned.

Half  way  through,the  body  stripping  stage   (whichg  ,by  the  way,   is  much
easier  after  its  removal  ffom  the  car),   the  array  of  bits  and  pieces  on  the  floor
wa.s  becoming  critical  and  so  a  system  of  storing  them  in '1abelled  brow`ri  paper
bags  was  invented.   The  bags  were  kindly  donated  by  my  eaployer.   It's  a  matter
of  some  regret  that  the  system was  only  used  for  h.alf  the  rebuild  as  many  pieces
that  were  lost  need,`not  have  been.

One  of  the  more  unfortunate  aspects  of  body  removal  is  that  the  fuel  line
to  the  tank  und'erside  has  to  be  disconnected  first.   Anyone  who  has  spent  long      `~'
cold  winter  evenings  trying  to  get  at  the  brass  nut  responsibleo  will  bear  me
out  on  this,   thatis  if  you're  trying  to  do  it  from  underneath  the  car.  However,
if  you  undo  the  tank  straps  so  €ha.t  the  tank  is  free,  you  can  li`ft  the  tank
sufficienti},  to  get  at  the  nut  i.nrough  the  boot,  which  is  much.  easier  and
drastically  improves `the  half'`1ife  c3f  the  nut  into  the  bargain.   On  re~assembly,
the  same  applies,   and  re,placeme,nt  of  the  fuel  line  is  only  really  possible
if  both  the  tank  and  the  line  are  completely  free  to  move  -as§uning  you  dorrt
wan,t  'tp  cros§thread  the  nut.   (Before  all  this,   of  course,   tbe  filler  cap
must  be  disconnected).   If  you  blari  to  replabe  the  sender  unit,  do  it  while  the
tank  is  out  of  the  car.   I  have  ,tried  it  the  hard  way   (in  situ)  and  was  never
satisfied  about  the  seal  obtained  at  the  sender  as  a  resrilte

Getting  the  tank  out  of  the  body  is  another  crowd  pleaser.  With  the  right
knack,   it  comes`out  in  ten  seconds,  but  if  you.try  and  force  it  out,   thare  is
a  good  chance  you  will, bend  the  apron  and  the  boot  will  never  f it  prop?fly
again.   Listen  to  one  wbo  has  triedo

Whilst  on  the  subject  of  fuel  tanks,   they  seem  to  be  about  the  first
part  of  the  car  to  rust.   This  happens :at  the  bottom  and  is  just  about  `imDo§sible
to  repai¥  in  situ  -I`tried  epoKies  and  all  failed.  Th.e  only  sensible  thing  to
do  with`'your  tank,  whether  it  `1.eaks  or  not,   is  to  sand  blast  -it   and  See  where
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the  rust  is.  You  will  be  horrified®  Mine  went  to  the  boilemaker's  shop  and
had  a  false  bottofa.welded  in,   after  which  someone  said  "What  about  the  lead
lining?"  I  still  don't  know  the `answer  to  that  one,  but  the  amount  of  rust  I
picked  up  in  the  filter  subsequently-:tiells  it's  own  story.  After  it's  first
five  miles  the  filter  was  blocked-;sufficiently  to  stop  the  car.   I  suspect  that
once  a  weld  job  has  been  done  otiA'a  :ark,  you  will  always  get  rust. iriside  it,
§o  a  filter  becomes  a  necessity.   I  have  heai~d  some  hairy  Stories  about  welding
tanks  -  fortunately  it  always  seems  to  happen  to `othars  -  but  in  ny  own
experience  filling  the  tank  with water  and  then  brazing  seems  safe  enough.
One.must  of  course  do  it  iri  such  a  way  that  there  are  no  air  pockets  directly
beneath  the, heat  surface  -  these  could  be  fuel  vapour  pockets. . . ® . a . .`,. .

It  is  further  a  pre-requisite  that  the  steering  column  be  removed  for
body.removal.   The  obvious  'imuckl`3  joint  on  the  steering  box  is  inaccessible
and  probably  won't   coHie  free  anyTv7ay,   but  you  will  probably  find  a  coupl.e  of
joints  somewhere   (in.ost  remote  of  course)   that  will  come  out,   enabling  pou  to
withdraw  it  like  a  piece  of  spaghetti.  The  old  lags  insist  that  y'ou,hit  a
ball  joint  on  the  side  arid  out  it  pops,  but  TRs  a-re  made  of  much:'sterner  stuff.
Having  finally  stripped  mine  thp.  hard  way   (isn't  this  always  the  ca.se?}.  I
cane  across  a  tool  made  by  Sykes  Picke.rant  T`7hich  is  like  a  small  metal  V-sign
with  screw  attached  and  will  free. .any  bail  joint  in  half  a  minute  WITHOUT
destroying  it.   Cost  of  tool  abou.t  R5o

The  steering  on  "y  car  was  alwat,.s  tight  on  right  lock.  This  was  because
the  peg  which  rides  tr^e  worm+  ir.  the 'steering  box  was  badly  worn.   On  the  advice
of  Andrew  Swan,   the  peg  was  pressed  outi   (5  tonne  bencb  hydraulic  unit),
turned  9Q°;and  replaced.  This  allowed  a  set-u„  of  slightly  stiff  at  centre  of
travel  as  it  should  be,   and  loc§e  at  the  ends-:   A11`  this  in  spite  of  a  badly
worn  w.orm  gqve  a  good  sr.eering  box.  frbri  a-bad  art.a.   Hew  upper  and  lower  bearings
were  fitted  and  tt}e  end  loadirig  wcl.a   shiHrmed  as  per  the  manual,  with  odd  shins
from  other  old  boxes.   It  was  found  that tthe  box  leaked  after  re-assembly  on
an  overnight  drip,  test  and  it  -ineeded  two  more `attenpts  before  it  sealed
properly.   Better  to  f ind  out  I:.1.a,.fr.7  thari  after  iristallation  in  the  car.  There  is
a  bracket  mid  way  up  the.  colurm  that  stiffens  it  all  up.  My  car  didn't  have
one,   go  I.:bui.lt  one  arid  fcHnd  it  redu#.ed  steering  play  by  about  t:hree  quarters
of .an  inch   (pdr`iphsral,i.

It  is 'Jwo.rthwhile  to  study  the  `|oc±tic;4  of,,t`he  grease  nipples  on  your
balljroint  before  d]..sEraritling  the  steer.iris  `ct`ystem  `(a§suning  they  are  fitted)
because  when ,you  reTas,.3enble9   a.I   least  I:wo  6f  them  will  foul  on  the  chassis,
and  although  nothing  can  be  dofiQ  a.t`out  this,  you  will  find  it  a  matter  of
sonie  acedenic  inter-est  I.-fiat   4Lhey  .w`r.i.re  alright  before.

`Try  not  to  put  any  ur±natui-al  forces  on  the  silent  bl6c..brushes  during
this  process,   as,   if  yours  are  like  mine  were,   at  le.ast,  twenty  years  young,     I
all  was  fine.   I  replaced  mine  in  igfiorance  -  a  job  mor±  trouble  than  it  was
worth, , bht. could  detect  n©  apprefiabie  difference  betrie;n'`old  and  new.

If  you  do  decide  to  repla+ce  them,  mar.F.  the  tie  bar  "top"  and  "bottom"
before  so  doir`.g  -you  won't  knc}w  they  are  fitted  upside  doin  until  everything
is  back  togehher  and  you  f ind  you  'il.ave  a  very  restricted  steering  lock.
Be for?2pqlling  off  this  Fa=-ticula¥\ stunt,   I  would  point  out  that  I  hadi.`con5ulted  the  pictu±e  ill  t'ne  spare  parts  manualo   and  i,tr,looked.as  if    it  was

that   wdy`round ........ `.                                                                        3.,         I          ,,,,,,
'                       :           "      ,`

rountiTngTeb:::gw#t£:L¥w:i::n3;:w:fi:b.::.:S:::t':ft¥:!¥r¥:::t:n:a:er::::::per
irons.   Just  a  small  poin[,   but  it  woftiid.  have  staved  a  lot  of  bad-language  if
Someone  had  told  lne  that.

Once  the  body  is  removed  and  de.puded  of  all   its  panels,   et€®   (dsod  luck
with  the  door  hinge  bolts.   are  impact  5crewdri-vcr  is  the  only  Hay.)9   a  quick
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sandblast  will  put  you  in  the  picture.   This  fan  be  expensive  ±f  you  gq,rto  a

.\.

small  yard.  fry  luck  was  Jto  know  someone  running  a  cons<tru¢tion  site  Where  att
the  ,stee|work  uas  bla:ted  before  pair4ting.I  Admitt?dl"  the  `grrit  wig.6.n  the
coarse  sideg  giving  minor  hassles  later  on,  but  well  worth  it.   }t  tookt  a
Saturday  rorning  to  dc  1£  bodie:   (including  wings,   eta `)h  andthe-'afterrioon  to
prime  them.   It  is  vital  that  primer  is  applied  within  3-4:hours  of  blast:ing
as  even  a  winter  highveld  climate  is  riot  enough  to  keep  rust  away.

Generally  speaking,   the  industrial  chaps  who  sandblast  as  a  part of
their  production  (eg  rubber  lining  and  fabrication  shops)  are  far morej
apprc>achablc  than  the  sandblasting  a.xperts  and  a  whole  lot  cheaper.   The
pundits  may  carry  on  about  warping  panels  and  so  forth  by  blasting,   and,   if
true  in  part,   it  certainly  cause.d  no  fl!ajor  problems  on ny  car.   It  is  possible
that, machines  with  bigge.r  more  flexible  panels   (eg  Healeys,  Vintage  cars,   etc)
may  suffer  problems  but   I  doubt  it.  A  friend  ofl  mine  did  an  Austin  Healey
Sprite  bonnet,  which  is  about  the  size  of  a  girl  guide's  tent   (but  not  aH
strong  Structurally),   and  it  now  fits  the  car  better  than  most  of  the  originals
did.

So  nuc~h  for  the  sandblasting.  A  §ixple.  method  of  renouing  ALL  rug.t`,

::a::a;o¥:ug;:i=e::a::[¥h:h:::kz::d:t:::'t¥:t:a:::::£.t:n:ui::€:gt::W§::::ions.~
wheel  staps  in  as  well,   as   these  come  up  beautifully  during  the  proc'ess.
Don't  be  surprised  to  find  large  leaded  areas  around  the  cockpit  and  doors
-  all  part  of  the  way  TRs  were  made.

One  thing  to  npte  while  the  body  is  in  this  state,   is  thatthe  wooden
arch  under  th`e  dashboard  weakens  with  age,   and  becomes  reliant  on  the
coc'xpit  trim  for  support.   In  a  careless  moment  I  stood  on  the  §cLittle  when  the
trin  was  detachad,  and  the  wood  cracked  in  half .   It  was  later  noted  that
all  the  holes  in  the  wood  into  which  the  tonneau  fasteners  go.  had  rolled
and  were  fiot  much  use.  These  were  filled  from  a  dyperdemic  syringe  full  of
wood  glue  and  thereafter  gave  no  problem.

There  are  four  feet  under  the  body  which  are  attached  to  the  iriner  Sills.
These  lo`cate  on  pedestals  on  the  chassis  and  are  responsible  for  ca+tying  the
bulk  of  the  body  weight.   I  have  now  come  across  two  cars  on  which  those
were  missing,   and  the  weight  was  tab.en  by  the  floor  pan.   I  me.ntion  this
because  i.f  your  car  has  none,  you  wouldn't  niss  then  until  the  chassis  cane

::t:i:ougp :the  floorboards.  Fabrication  of  new  ones  is  sixple  and  absoluely         L
Around  about  the  time  this  was  going  on,  ny  little  world  was  full  of

corrosion  protection  at  work,  and  the  rule  of  the  day  was   :  wire  b"sh  the
surface  to  S`wedish  Standard  SA  2!,   then  muickly  follow  up  with  25  microns
of  s`elf-etching  chronate  epoxy  primer.   This  was  discussed  at  length;   the  old
lage  didn't,like  it` bec\ause  they  were  reactionary,   and  young  blood  didn't
seen  keen  due  to  adverse  reports.  AnprJay,   I  can  Say  that  the  paint  on  that
partic#1a`r  job  I  uaB.w8±hin8  on:,is{,tfrow  a  8hainble§,   that   the  §ezcep  on  ny
gutters  i§  not  looking  too  hot  and  the  car  is  primed  with  good  old  red  oxide
Auto  Primer.~ There' id  a  lot  of  talk  nowadays  that  Straight  galvariizing  is
cheaper  in,the  longtrun  and  c]f  courses   infinitely  better  but  this  involves

:i:a::8hL:h: ::::cb:i:1:tw::::'p::ga#;I:t::: I::e:::td::i:i:~::gs::, q:::id
/

be  about  R75,   for  something  which  would  never,   ever  rust,   but  hhen  on  the
other  handD  has  anyone  ever  saen  a  Seriously  rusted  chassis  in  South  Africa?

.Once  the  body  has  been  primed,   it  went  to  the  panel  beater§':|o  have
everything  made  to  fit  p®operly,   and  all  the  ding§  were  removed.  riore  primer
was  put  on  at  this  .stage,  .after  which ,the  panels  were  bolted  on.  .I  have,  at
an  earlier  stage  jof  ny  career  ha`dT panels  f inally  sprayed,   and  then  tried  to



-7-

assemble  then  on  to  the  car,  with  disastrous  results.   I'm  now  convinced  thet
the  only  way  is  thoroughly  primingg   then  assembling,  and  then.doing  thespray
-filler  and  final  coats.   It  is  possible  to  have  a'11  the  panels  in  place  but
not  tight,  for  the  final  spray,  after  which  the  §t^ainless  steel  beading  is  put
on.  New  sills  were  required  and  these.  were  internally  rubberized  before
being  welded  into  place.  The  rest  of  the  concealed  body  surfaces  .and  floor
pan  were  also  rubberized.

Scattered  all  over  the  body  are  numerous  holes,   to  take 'tc;nneal
fasteners,   door  handles  and  the  like.   4.t  this  stage` it's  a  good  idea  to  know
which  of  these  you  intend  to  use,  and  which  can  be  filled  in.  This  saves    the
erfuarrassing  situation  when  you  cle.ar  out  the  holes  on  the  front  apron  that
take  the  TRIurmH  letters,   as  I  did.  The  process  caused  slight  chipping  of  the
paint   (final  coat  by  now)   around  tti.e  holes  as  would  be  expected,  but  this
would  be  covered  up  by  the  letters.   Said  letters  had  been  purchased  new
from  THE  TR  place  in  Britain,   so  obviously  would  fit  -  you  can  probably  spot
the  error`irmediately  in  such  a  trend  of  thought  -of  course,   they  were
Spitfire  letters   (the  only  type  now made),   and  wouldn't  go  near  ny  set  of
chippe§  holes.   Back  to  the  panel  beaters.  What  had  really  confused  me  was  that
the  apron  was  purchased  from  a  guy  in  the  Cape,  who  sent  with  it  a  set  of  old
Spitfire  letters,  which  I  naturally  assumed  would  fit.

Similar  drama  can  occur  with  the  bonnet  and  boot  hinges,  which  are
identified  in  all  respects  except  that  two  are  left  hand  the  other  two  right
hand  and  the  bolt  spacing  on  the  boot  is  different .to  t.hat  on .the .bonnet,  to
avoid  fouling  the  sealing  rubber  strip  on  the  boot.   tor  should  do  .„ .... ).

So`much  for  the  body.   At  this  stage,  mine  went  back  om  to  the  chassis,
and  the  whole  lot  was  taken  to  the  panel  beater  for  it's  final  spraLy.   I  had,
of  course,   got  ny  planning  out  of  phase,   and  the  engine  was  not  in  the  chassis
at  the  time  of  body  replacement9  which  just  made  it  that  lot  more  difficult
when  the  engine  did  go  in.  After  the  engine,   of  course,   came  the  radiator  and
front  shroud,   after  which,  naturally  enough,  was  the  time  to  find  the  water
pump  was  scuffed,  but  more  of  that  later.   I  would  suggest  that  the  front
body-to-chassis  bolts  on  the  suspension  stay  are  not  tightened  until  the
shroud  and  wings  are  f itted.

Most  TR§  have  wrecked  front  suspension,   and  yours  will  be  bo  exception.
Why  should  I  suffer  alone?   It's  a  long  tame  now  since  mine  was  done,  but  one
of  the  things.  that  caused  much  concern  during  re-assembly  was  the  job  of
j'acking  up  the  lower  wishbone  pan  and  spring  into  position.  Normally  not  too
bad  an  operation,   as  dear  old  mother  earth  lends  you  some  gravitational  pull
against  which  you  can  compress  the  spring  and  bolt  everything  up®  Gloom  and
despondency  therefore  wh&n  the  whole  front  ±±±±g lifted  and  no  conpres§ion
occurred.  This  was  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  chassis  at  the  time  lay
naked  without  even  an  engine  to  assist  in  pushing.

It  is,   I  found,  really  essential  to  have  a  completely  mobile  chassis
from  this  stage  forward,   so  the  springs  had  to  go  in,   and  it  would  have  been
a whole  lot  easier  if  I  had  done  the  suspension  before  taking  the  engine  out.
JHB  Centre  now  has  the  appropriate  Churchill  tool  for  hire  which  of  course
takes  the  sweat  out  of  it,  but  six  years  ago  and  thirty  miles  from  Phalaborwa
was  a  different  story.   Eventually  the  spring  was  coxpressed  in  a  doorway
using  a  jack,  wired  up  in  its  compressed  state,  then  fitted  to  the  car  and
bolted  up,   after  which  thewires  werGp.  cut  and  everything  Sprang  to  attention.
This  technique  requires  a  lot  of  nerve  as  the  spring  tends  to  have  built  in
resistance  to  being  jacked  down  in  doorways.   Such  a  masterful  feat  of
nineteenth  century  engineering  was  if  fact  so  engrossing  that  the  seating
rubbers  top  and  bottom  of  the  springs  were  completely  overlooked  and  the
whale  process  had  to  be  done  again. a a a a ® .   nias§embly  can  be  a  similarly  hairy
operation.   I  therefore  hope  and  urge  .you  before  you  pull  the  engine  out,
to  first  consider  your  front  suspension.   If  it  feels  OK  wh.en  you  wiggle  it
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-don't  worry,   this  met.e.1y  ixplies  the.t  all  the  joints  are  in  a  state  Qf!
semi-seizure,   as  tb.e  greasing  in  this  .a.res  is`  largely  for  disolay  purpds'es
only.   The  only  way  to  .check  it   is   to   st-r3:.p  .it   an.d.   See..   Trrr.ilst  messing'  abai.!t   ar.
tie  front   end,   I-+lad   a  icouple  `of  mew  ¥el`eflo   shoe?r.s  `€itted   to  t`ry  and  tf`eep
bat.h  front  wheels  op.  the  grollnd  Lit   the.  sac.a,  time.   15  .9Q0  n.I..1es  later,   £air`1,
r:eleflo's  'ria€p   cop~e  dora  to  roughly  the  sa=r]e  resri§tance.  as   soTr:,a  old,  G.atr±els
I  picked  up  -   tb.ese  t`eing   set  €1.owri_  to   soft:eat.   Ir`.  I-v7ent   ttte  Gabriela  on  in.eri..-:.un.
and  I  was  now  able  to" out-corner  Fillrian  }£ir!.xs.

In  comror.  with,  all   good.  ;=P.§9   r=:.ine  had   tti.e  ff.odi.fled.   idler   arapb  fir.a.ed  or
the  tie-rodsg   v].sB   oodles  of  rjlayg   an.!3T   it  wa.a  I?`ecessary  to  restore,  it  to`  its
original   condition   (for   roadwortb.y  ra.tt`Jer  than  concours  nurDose.s) a   Th..i...s  {qra.s
•3one  by  -ip.achip.ing  the  too  of   the  body  in  su,ch  a  v.#a.y  as  t;. ailot9t  the   idl.er  to
screw  in  one  turn  furttT;er  -  it  al§c}  irLvolvedi  tat'~ing  I+a  arm.  off  ±`ts   splir`.es
in  order  to  turn  it  Da§t   the  boS].y®   I  have  beerT,   infomed,   ttowf±verg   that   t+is
is  not  the  way  to  ef-fact   a  peril..anent  curt.  -  tti.e.  answe,r  is   igi_  fact  rebusti.in.g
-altF.oug,Tn  it   helped.   a   lot.   Dongt   }-t£:  rT:]'.sled   by   t?`£e   fact   ti.'-;a,t   a  tJorn   I..r].1erB
I.€,Then  placed   in  a  vice,   and  yanlr,e€   hiarc=:i,   will.   .shotj.7  ver.y   little  TioveH}.enr.   if . arty
at   alto   It   sF.ould   ?3e  stiff  ap.i.i,  tighto

This   is  the  eT`*d  of  the  firsit  part  of  t'h3..s  entb.rallir.g  accourit  a.r`i.  will        ~
be  continu?~ri  in  following  e!iitions  ef  g,ar,rinse   I:d`.

I.;iE    SE`=.£IALISTS    :    `Yd¢iT3^T   RA+C||tiG        `                                                                                  ~

Reprinted   fro`fi  I.:ioroughfared  and   €1a.5sic  Car  mag,azineg   :€^iove.ifeier   ls\7fS.

It   seeE`€-   amazing  that   a  :£Tit=ig,'ri  proc]:uction   car  t'rt.at  rjnly  wer^i-t' out   of
•pl-oductior7^  two  years  ago  has  already  acti.eived   collectable  status.   Yet  just
this  has  happened  to  the  controversial  Triumph  Stag,   some.  25000  tTaa`,r`ing  been
built:  Setween   197fj  and   1€^:77.

i.-tow  Stag  a-timers  can  benefit   fr.a.ira  a  garage  well   situatie.¢i  in  ::entral
Lo{`ido¥i   that   spec:ialises   in  notitirtg  iL.iut,   and  the.y've.  never  baen  bust.Ler!
iiart   I-;aci{ig   Services   of   73-~77   i:rittart.fia  F?load,   Fulhar.,   Londori,   gj?.``\7  6   {t,rl.il-7.31
3?.87,``;;i   prot;ably  deals  wi+,.tt  about   lv:';C!  Stags   a  m6nth  a,nf€  this   includes   th;  1174.
editorial  example.

/Lttithony  E'..art   told  rna  that  b.a  got  into  the.  Stag  business   al.most  .by  accident.-i.Eel  had  ifiitially  keen  ip.volved  in  tt`i#  preparation  of  ?+-iistoric  racing  cars,

tA\~stoli  1`.£a±tins,   Ferrari5   anck  the   likeo   Then  a  frier`.d   of  his   purchased  a  Stag,
with  a  noisy  timi=ig  ch.ain.   tJnfcrturT.at£1y  the   engine  wert.t  b,an.g  before..Amthor}.y         \`'
could  get   to  it   so  +ie  fitted.  a  replaces.ant   §bort  motor.   This  T.Jas  fiollo',67ed  uo
7py  another  example  w]..t?`   sifia.ilar  probleri§   anti   ae  advertise,rp.er`.t   iEi.  '"Exchange,
and  i``iart."   dad   the   rest..    Soon  j3.rT.thQfiy   '^.`.ad   outgrotj7n  hi.a   craxpe.i311aLtr.TT?.Tfrsr:ittt£
premises   and  in  ilfay  of  197S  "iov.ad  tc3  his  present.address.

TS~mt8  ..Stags   says`  Anthonyg   is   a  rel.iali\l_a   enough   car  providing  it   is
serviced  regularly9   t:'r,a  prescri:r.`.ed.  intervals  being  every  three  months  or
`300.D,+inihes.   Another  vital   tas3L<:  :'i:.ust  '!£e   carried  out   at   25~OotJ   is   the   fittir`.g  of
new-.ti`riiig..q'nains.   Ibis.   costs   at.j`oL`,t   £1`:.`,.10  but:   if  y-ou   le,avf.   tb?m9   the   timing
juxps   {t-f!€z   reason   for`  t-i-ie   afore:E£¥t,¢Lio.lied   . ?:gang")   ant   the.  valves  me'et  up  `j.?.it-Li,
the  pistohs'  and  tile  outcome   could  s.er.  you  '=ac'r.  about   £Q00.   T'+L`e  old   r.ha.ins

`te`n&  to  stretch  unduly  probably  tiE:cause  they  have  single  ratrier  t¥ian  dQri?.`,1e
.``  :|ipk;.   fie   :K.eeps   a  r,att`&er   gris].y   \:Blaci:.i..1`£uaeum"   on  his   couri±er  of .pistons  wit3i.

pieces   of  ira,1ve   embedded   in   th`£=r.-i  to   Stp.ot,7  what  bappen5  .I,inen   tfie   a-ri.a=:.a   is .left
for  too   i6rig®   Otfaer  iri+±portaet  pc,i.ii4t§   relat]..ng  to   the  .runnirig  of   t.r`ie  Stag
incllJde  stopping  tl'`ie  rrioF,ant  it.  T=roil§   arid  using  anti-freeze  with  an  aluminium
inhibitcr®   If   t`.r}e  latter  action  iism7t   adt`+ered  to  the  water  .pa=Sa8es   in  t.b.a.
head   start _i.a   corrode   and  before.  yo-as  .r.+riAo-„T  i-71i££.re  you   are  you''re  rloosing  ,i:oolant.
Ir+  ,vi.ew  of  .the  fact  +hat  engirfe  p-f,9.L`lers   carl  occur.  if  the  unit  isnst  rag,'ularly

(

ninistered  too   :.}P`S  have   a  I:3epaFt`.`£:{ed`t   that   recon€ii€ions   the   3,.-+itre  V?}..d±.   the
pre`.ni§eso   You  can   therefore   baLiy  a..xc:r:..ange`   cylirlder  h€:ad§   for   £14S  a.acho   short
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motors   are  £255  while  complete  exchange  engines  are  £595.

Although  Hart  Racing  Services  no  longer  prepare  customers  cars  for
coupetition,   the  name  being  an  inheritance  from  the  days  when  Anthony  was
involved  in  historic  car  racirig9   the  company  does  have  its  own  racing  Stag
that  first  appeared  this  season  in  the  Modsport  chanpionship®   He  had  made  two
appearances  this  year  and  next  year  it  is  planned  to  campaign  the  car  in  the.
BRSCC  championship  round.   The  garage  also  sports   a  pick-up  truck  which,   of
courses   is  a  converted  Stag  although  this  is   customised  and  something  of  a
head  tuner.

At  present  the  Stag  spares  situation  isn't  too  bad  but  HRS  are  sensibly
stockpiling  parts,   both  new  and  secorid  hand  for  the  days  wham  they¢11  be  harder
to  come  by.   It  certainly  seems  that  t'ne  time  won't  be  too  far  off  when  they
start  regularly  restoring  Stags®   For  interest  in  the  model  is .Such  that  HRS
have  recently  received  examples  from  Belgium  and  Switzerland  that  have  to  be"sorted".  Other  services  are  to  include  Special  gaskets  to  resuiiect  overskirmed
cylinder  heads  and  blank  main  bearing  caps  which  they  say  will  "smooth  up  your
big  end".

It  seems   that  HRS  is  going  €o  be  kept  busy-  for  many  years  to  come.   Clearly
British  Leyland's   loss   is  Anthony  Hart's  gair}.:

Stop  Press   :   If  you  want  to  join  the  Stag  Owners  Club  write  to  June
Armstrong .at  HRS.

TRlurmHANT  proGREss!   THE   cARs  AND  TEE  i4EN  REO  MAljE   THEM

The  very  first  Triumph  car  was  sold  in  1923,  and  sporting  versions  of  it
followed  almost  at  once.   The  best  way  to  get  any  MG  enthusiast  really  annoyed
is  to  rein.ind  him  of  that.   Although  it  Has  the  MGs  which  took  much  of  the  glory
in  pte-war  years,  it  was  indeed  the  Triumph  which  was  born  first.  Further,  the
Triumph  car  evolved  in  a  company  which  was  already  famous  for  its  f irfe
motorcycles,   at  which  craft  they  were  already  national  leaders.

Triumph.   effectively,  .have.  undergone  several   important  changes  in ..
ounership  since  that  happy  event  of  more  than  50  years  agoB  yet  it  does  not
seen  to  have  affected  the  pedigree  of  their  cars.  Until  1939  they  were:iproudly
independent.   Financial  problems  then  threw  them  into  the  care  of  Thos.'  W.
Ward  Ltd  of  Sh.eff ield  for  the  duration  of  the  Second  World  Wars   though  to  all
intents  and  purposes  they  were  moribond.   Standard  bought  Triumph  in  1945,  were
themselves  tatF.en  over  by  Leyland  in  1961,   and  became  just  one  part  of  the
British  Leyland  empire  in  1968o   A  steady `process  of  rationalisation  has  been
going  atiead  ever  `since

So  far  as  the  sporting  cars  were  concerned,  howeve.r,   there  have  be.ran
only  two  distinct  Strains  -those  built  up  to  1939,  which  were  often
developments  of  the  middle-class  saloons  for  whir.h  Triumph  were  noted,  and
those  built  Since  1945  at  Coventry8  which  in  evry  case  except  the  sty±ing  of
the  latest  TR7  have  been  completely  conceived  by  Standard.

They  have  alre!ady,   as` it  wereg   had  several  heyd.ays.  There  was  the
"Donald  Healey"  period  of  the  1930s3  when  that  legendary  character  was
Triumph's  tecl-inical  director;  there  was  the  era  of  the  "classic"  TRs  in  the
1950s;   and  there  were  the  enormously  irmovative  1960s  when  the  TRs  were  .joined
by  Spitfires,  GT6s  and  finally  by  the  plush  and  technically  exciting  2+2  Stag.
With  renarkablF  few  exception§9   however,   a  sporting  Triumph  has  always
offered  excellent  performance  and  value  for  money,   and  was  a§  simpl}
engine'ered  as  the  perforinance  I,evel  all.oTed. .It  was  not  so  much  the
specification  of  the  1960s  TR2/TR3  which  appealed :a§  the  ease  with  which. it
coinld  be  bbught  and  maintainedo
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In  terms  of  nimbers  built,  the  pre~waF  sporting  cars  make  little  impression
on  our  story,  but  in  interest  they  certainly  do.  The  first  10/20  sports  was
notablE  only  for  its  styling,  but  the  Super  Seven  of  t:.he  late  1920s  developed
into  the  supercF.arged  Gnat  and  was  fast  enough  to  compete  with  honour  at
Brooklands.   There.  were  two  types  of  Southern  Cross  -the  1932/34  variety  §terming
from  the  Coventry-Climax  powered  Super  Niness   and  the  1934/.37  machines  from
the  elegant  Glorias.   But   these  were  bottTt  com.pletely  overshadc>Te.d  by  the  splendid
and  now  nearly  nythical  Dolomite  Straight  Eight.

For  decades  it  was  widely  assumed  t.ri.at  the  Straight  Eight  was  an
unauthorised  copy  of  the  Alfa  Roneo's  8C2300B   and  that  it  did  riot  go  into
production  because  of  legal  ar.tion  by  the  1.talian  firm.   Now  Donald  Healey  has
assured  us  that  he  did  the  job  with  help  and  understanding  frotri  AlfaB   and  that
t:hey  in  turn  were  interested  in  building  Triuxph  motorcycles:

It  was  Triunph's  orm  financfiai  broblens   (they  had  no  Lord  Nuffield  to  keep
their  loss~making  sports  cars  afloat9   as  MG  did)  which  caused  the  Straight  Eight
to  be  cancelled,   and  the  sane  thing  ensu-red  that  their  e.ngines  would  neverbe
thoroughbred  or  unique.   But  the  Dolomite  Roadster  of  1938/39  was  a  f ine  rally
car  AND  controversially  styled  into  the  bargain.

After  Sir  John  Black's  Standard  concern  had  bought  the  wreckage  of  Triumph
in  1945  he  looked  on  his  acquisition  as  something  of  a  potential  "ego  trip",   if
we  may  use  modem  idioms.   The  1800  Saloons  a.nd.  Roadsters  were  definitely  personal
designs9   and  the  §port±ng  Roadster  had  a  dickey  seat  because  the  1939  Dolomite
had.  used  one,  while  its  tubular  frame  and  light-alloy  body  were  cleverly  arranged
to  pick  up  the  expertise  Standard  had  amassed  during  si:t  years  of 'war.  There  was
absolutely  no  carryover  of  parts  from  pre-war  Triumphs.   Not  eve.n  the  spares  had
been  rescued  as  part:  of  the  deal.

Sir  Joha  was  more  concerned  wit:h  beating  Jaguar  at  their  ow.n  game  in  the
1940s   (they  had  nbw  purchased  their  engine  plant  from  Standard,  who  ysed  to  build
SS  engines  on  their  behalf)   than  in  attackin~g  the  mass  mark,et.   It  was  only  after
courting  Morgan  in  1951,   and  having  been  rebuffed,   that  Sir  John  authorised  his
designers  to  develop  a  two-litre  two-§e,ater.  Unlike.  the  previous  "Standard"
Triumphs,   this  one  was  to  be  ligt`.tg   smallg   and  with  good  performanc.e®   Not  only
Morgan,   but  MG   {witt..q  their  dollar-earning  TDs)   had  to  be  baaten®   But  the  envisaged
production  rate  was  tiny  (only  10  cars  a  week  was  Sir  John's  original  target)  and
the  limits  on  capital  ±xpenditure  were  so  ludicrously  low  that  a  properly
integrated  design  was  ,impos§ible®

From  such  unsatisf actory  begirmings  the.  TR  series  developed.  The  original
car's  ch.assis  was  based  on  a  1930s  Flying  Standard  design,   its  mechinical§  were
variously  lifted  from  the  Standard  Vangi]ard  and  the.  Triumph  Mayflower,   an.d  its
simple  pessed-steel  body  shell  was  composed  mainly  of  single-a.urvature  pressings.
PredictablE  enough  the  first  car  was  not  a  success.  but  after  a  crash  developement
programme  f eaturing  Harry  Webster  and  K`a.r±  P`ichardson,   the  TR2  evolved   i.n  a  matter
of  months.

Sales  a-i'id  production  figures  then  rushed  inexorably  upwards.   In  1954  the
TR2  won  its  i-irst  major  rally   (the  RAG  International),   compete.d  with  honour  at
LE  Mans,   and  crowned  everything  by  taking  BOTH  three-car  team  prizes  in  the  Tourist
Trophy  race.   Before  long  no  self-respec.ting  British  Rally  driver  or  club  racer
was  without  his  TR,   anfl  the  opposition   (particularly  MG)   suffered  badly.

Ov@~r  the  years  the  TR  was  refined  ~  with  more  pctwer,   front  disc  brakes   (a
British  "first"  on  production  cars)9  was  given  loads  of  options  and  was  then
re-bodied  by  Micnelotti  to  become  the  TR4®   Before  this,   however,  Triumph
develo,ped  their  own  twin-can  2'--litre  racing  engine9  produced  two  series  of
Special  Le  Macs  endurance  cars,   and  raced  at  the  Sarthe.  circuit  three  times;   in
1961,   against  all  predictions,   the~  three  glass-fibre-bodied  protot.ypes  won
the  Team  Prize.
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From  TR4  to  TR6  was  a  period  o&  transition.   The  TR4, had  its  new  body,   the
TR4A  a  new  all-independent   cha§sigg   and  the  TR5  a  powerful  fuel-injected  six
cylinder  engine.   With  the  TR6  another  re-style  brought  the  cyfile  to  a  close,  and
the  last  of  all  these  bars  was  built  in  1976.

With  the  Sports  cars  tradition  yell-arid-trulF  establish;d  at  Coventry,
Triunph's  new  masters,  Leyland.   then  cormis§iofied  a  small  relation  of  the  TR.
From  the  autumn  of  1962,   the  little  Spitfi.re,   prettily  styled  by  Michelotti,  and
with  much  of  its  engineering  borrowed  from  th£  Herald,  went  on  sale  -and  is  still
with  us.  Five  "Marks",   three  engine  sizBs  and  well  over  a  quarter-million
exanples  later,   the  Spitfire  continues  to  be  built  in  large  numbers.   Spitfires,
like  TRsg  were  splendid  potential  compet:ition  cars.   The  factory  honed  a  handful
into  Le  Macs   racing  AND  European  rally±`ng  machines   in  1964/65  -  a  196.5  Le  Mans
Spitfire  could  lap  Le  Man§  a,5   fast   as   a  1961  TRS!

The  Spitf ire  also  gange  rise  to  the  smooth.  and  techaically  intriguing  GT6,
which  looked  and  even  sounded  like  an  embryo  E-Type  when  it  was  first  announced
in  i966.  The  fast-back  top,  with  iys  big  loading  door,  was  advanced  for  the  period
(but.  was  designed  before  the  Le  Mars  carsadopted  it  for  their  aerodynamic
purposes};   the  six-cylinder  2~1itre  fngine  was  powerful,   and  the  all-synchromesh
gearbox  a  pleasrire  to  use.   But  the  first`  series  had  doubtful  handling  because.
of  swing-axle  rear  suspension,   and  it  was  only  in  1968,  brith  the  wishbone  i.r.s.

#a:a:h::dt::a:`::i :::ei:fo:::ir::ew:,:s as;::: :::d; i:::ew::rii#::a::¥±::L¥h:±g:d of
1973  in  the  face  of  burgoening  United  States   legislation.

In  the`neantime,  however,  Triunph's  inventive  designers,  urged  on  in  the
later  stages  by  Span  King,   had  married  the  2000s  chass.is  engineering  to  a  brand
new  vee-8  3-litre  engine  (itself  a  relative  of  aha  Dolomite  slant  four  unit),
and  another  Michelotti  style.  This  spacious  2+2  car,  with  its  I`-profile  roll
hoop,  was   the  Stag,  which  was  built  until   the  summer  of  1977.   In  phil.osophy  the
Stag  was  8unning  for  Mercedes-Beriz,   Alfa  Rcmeo  and  Lancia  §ale§,   but  it  was
handicapped  by  Triunph's  adsorption  into  the  British  Leyland  co"ple¥,   and  the
parents  preoccupation  with  other  models.   The  engine  never  gave  complete  proof
of  its  vast  pc}teritialg   but  it  is  a  trage.dy  that  simiiariy-engined  saloon  cars
were  never  prodt.iced  for  sale..

The  latest  sperts  Triuxph,   arLd  the  mast  successful  of  ail  in  terms  of
sales,   is   thd  TR7..  Conceive.d  by  Triumph  iF.  Cover}.try,   but  with  styling  inspired
by  the  Austin-REorris   team  at  Longforidge8   the  TR7   is   a  completely  new  breed  of
TR.  Much  of  the  r,ew  car's  *f.ngineering  ig   inherited  from  the  Dolomiteg   or  from
Rover's  3500  saloons,   and  like.  the  first.  TR2  it  has  reverted  to  being  a  strict
two-seater  2-litre  machine.

At  the  time  of  Briting  there.  is  only  one  basic  model,  but  since` we  now  live
in  an  age  of  detail  product  plannifig  ,and  complex  cross-pallination  of  model  ranges
this   is  sur.Ply  c>nly  thtf  tip  of  the  ifc,b€!rg.   Sixteen  valve  TR7s  have  been  rallied
with  increasing  success  in  the  last  two  seasons,  private  fins  have  already
start:ed  t:o  sell  Rover  vt?a-8  engined  cai-sB   and  sneak,  previews  have  already  been
pu.L]iished  c}f  ccinvertible  versions.

Triumph,  you  see,   are  nothing  if  not  inventive9   and  clearl¥  they  have  been
encouraged  by  Leyland  Cars   to  make  the  mo.'5t  of  this  interesting  and  modern  design.
Even  sos   the  centre  of  gravity  cif  Triuaph  spo±t§   car  production  is  on  th.e  move
again.   Whereas   the  Tee   to  TR6  series  were  alway§'La§sembled  in  Coventry,   the  TR7
fanily  was  coxpletel¥  built  in  Liverpool  until,  `on  15  February  19789   it  was
suggested  that  the  Speke  factory  would  -De  closing  down.   No  matter  -  the  pedegree
and  the  tontinuity  behind  all  this  works   continuefS  to  be  in  Coventryg  where  the
Triumph  motor  car  has   always  be.en  base!d®   By  1978,   at   the  very   latestg   the  MARQUE
should  Save  evefl  more  jewels   to  its   crorm.
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NEW  REMEERS

314  CLIVE  HUNT,   29  Arme  Arbor  Place,   Glendower,   Edenvale,   1610®   Spitfire.
315   BRIAH  RAGGS,   17   Leeuenhof,   Pip.elandsg   7405.   TR2   (TS   7864,   TR  88)®
316   D.So   14CCOLVILLE,   4   Ceres   Road,   E,{ilnerton,    7405.   TR3A   (TS8   270359   TS   28195   E}.
317  J.A.   FTiccoLVII.LE,   4   Ceres   Roads   REilnerton,    7405.   TR3A   (TS8  27035,   TS   28195   E).
318  DES  POLLARD,   Little  Vines,   tlJithycombe  Close,   Constantia,   7800.   TR3A

(TS8   30134,   TS   31045   E)a
319  PETER  SMALL,   13  Victoria  Road,   Caps   a.ay,   8001.   Associate.
320  ROB  ELLI0TT,   8  Adelaide  Avenues   Bridgemead,   Port  Elizabeth,   6001®   TR3

(TS   15357   E).
321  CLIFF  KJREREYER9   18  Elsmere  Road,   Kiifeerley,   8301.   TR3.,
322  LESI.IE  HUTTORI,   Palm  Villa,   Carp  Roads   Zeekoevlei,   Grassy  Park,   78cO.   Stag.
323  KONRAD  DOVER,   23  Cotswold  Drive,   Westville,   3630.   Spitfire.
324  EiAREY  FAIELEY9   3  Elizabeth  Road,   Oberholzer,   2500.   TR?..
325  EUGEiHE'  LOITER,   36  fotha  Streetg  FTount  Pleasant,  Port  Elizabeth,   6065.

TR3   (TS   17081,   TS   88947   E)a
326  FilcH:AEL  IJEL9   Box  2371,   Hewcastle9   2940.   Spitfire.
327  Ctffils  HANSEN.   Box  47396,   Greyvilleg   4023.   TR4.
328  PHILIP  bE  Kgc+i.   Box,173,   Benoni9   1500.   T83A   (IS   61281,   TS  28178.  E).
329   DAVID  PREISS,   Box   441,   Empangenig   3880.   TR2   (TS   83339   TS   30910  E,   TR   154).
330  I.J.   STRYcol#,   Box   731,   Welkomg   9460.   Stag.
33.,1,ARTHUR  Lli]DSAY,   279  Ashden  Roadg   Mondeor,   2091.   TR4.

AGM  REEREND  AT   VAtiiJ   REEREN

The  AGM  of  the  Triuxph  Sports  Car  Club  of  SA  will  be  held  for  the  Second
time  at  the  Green  Lantern  Inn  at  Van  a.eenen  over  the  wee_kend  of  22/23/24
February- 1980..  F[embers   living  in  the  Natal-Transvaal-OFS  area  'ulrill  be  fairly
near  to  this  venue  so  should  be  able  to  get  to  the  Aen  quite  easily®  The  Inri
has  been  booked  in  total  and  Des  Schroeder  and  Dennis  Cheetham  are  looking
forward  to  having  us  back  again..   The  cost  of  the  weekend  inclusive  is  r}18
per  person.

PLEASE  ..EooK  ¥ouR  AccormADATlon  THRouGEI  GRAHAM  CHEETHAM  AT  THE   CLUB.
AI]DRE§3  As   soonj  As  pOsslBLE.

Facilities  at  the  Hotel  include  bowling,   tennis,   swi]rming  and  table
tenriis.  There\  are  two  bars  available  arid  horse-riding  can  be  arranged  close
by.  Petrol  will  be  available  up  till  midday  on  Saturday  at  two  garages  in
Van  Reenein.

The  Agenda  for  the  AGM  will  be  as  follows   :

1.     Apologies.
2.    Matters  arisi-ng  ahd  confirmation  of  the  minuted.
3®     Chaiman's  Report.
4®     Financial  Rep`ort.
5®   Election  of  officers.
6o     Any  other  business.

There  are  9  rooms  with  own  bath  and  12  rooms  with  shared  bath,   so  we  can
accomadate  21  families.

John  and  Peggy  Liddelow  spent  a  night  at  the  Gre`en  Lantern  on  their  ireturn
from  the  Wigwam  in  Rustenburg  just  after  Christmas  and  confirm  the  food  is
just  as  good  as.  they  were  last  year.

`  , So  come  ori  chaps,   get  on  the  blower  now  to  get  your  rooms  booked  up.
(Cheethan  can  be  contacted  at  I}urban  358131   (work);   or  726416   (hone)).
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{INCLUDING   SPARES I.JEWS)

Not  much  has  happened  on  the  social  scene.  since  the  November  issue  apart
from  the  two  events  I  touched  on  already  viz  our  year  end  noggin  and  the  Tit  Car
Club  show  day.   Taking  the  events  in  date  order  which  luckily  allows  for  the
continuity  of  my  report  here  is  what  happened  on  10  November  :

woods)A::::e: ::±¥dh:e (¥::' o:: :: :£eL::£e{w# ::a:I;n::w}nh::i:a;e:: a:i:::berg.
Up  ahead  were  about  5  MGs  of .  the  TD  and  TC  variety .which  we  were  gaining  on  slowly
(the  slormess  being  entirely  due  to  the  speed  restrictiions,   you  understand).
Unbeknown  to  us   a  batch  of  about  6  Big  Healeys  were  creeping  up  on  us.   We
happened  to  collect  just  outside  Heidelberg  and  presented  the  local  yokels  with
an  impromptu  procession  they  are  not  likely  to  forget  soon.   At  the  museum  the
faithful  were  gathering  in  §trength®   Nell  Harty   (of  TR3A  f ame  in' the  process
of  rebuild  these  past  5  tears  and  wearing  his  TCC  hat  and  T-shirt  for  the  day)
together  with  his  cohorts  all  similarly  attii-ed  Soon  has  us  slotted  in  on  the
larms,   roads  and  everywhere  they  could  find  a  place  to  park.   The  Triumph  Club
presented  a  rather  dashing  stand  with  each  car  wearing  a  red  rosette  and  evgry
Triumph  child  sporting  a  yellow  Sunshade  with  our  name  stencilled  thereon.  My
thanks  to  the  Grant's  and  Roets's  for  their  help  in  preparing  these  items.  Our
flag  fluttered  in  the  breeze  and  we  were  set.   What  a  day!  With  prizes  in  riany
classes,   a  free  lunch  of  excellent  quality9   a  fabulous  "seun  and  many,  many
classic  cars  all  beautifully  preserved  or  rebuilt:.   "Tit  Car"  of  the  day  was  a
chocolate  brorm  3.8  Jaguar  saloon®   The  Triumph  Club  reaped  in  at   least  3  awards.
The  slight`1y  weak  PA  system  was  not  he].pod  by  the  riotious   assembly  of  TR  owners
and  Healey  boys  in  the  North-West  corns.r  with  the  result  that  we  do  not  know  who
won  exactly  what.   We  believe  John  Roets  got  a  third  in  the  sports  car  section
and  Alan  Grant  was  awarded  the  enthusiasts  trophy  for  the  day.   The  oft  raced  jet
black  3  with  wires  and  aeros  still  looks  magnificent  and  was  worth  the  award.
The  Healey  boys  picked  up  a  case.  of  beer  for  an  award  no  one  is  quite  sure  what
for,   least  of  all  Bruce  Caw  who  took  possession  of  it.  Yours  truly  was  not
judged  at  all  as  he  very  cleverly  left  his  judging  forms  under  the  tomeau  -
not  that  it  would  have  helped  any  because  the  standard  of  cars  around  me  has
suddenly  ixproved  about  twofold  since  last  year.  For  the  sake  of  interest  a
carefully  restored  3/3A  should  fetch  around  4  Gs  today   (or  even  more).   A  day
well  organi§ed  and  very  worth  every  minute.

At  our  last  noggin  for  the  seventies  Chairman  C-rant  reported  on  progress
on  the  spares  fund.   A  few  hurried  calls  to  Harberson  Road  earlier  that  morning
confirmed  that  the  spares  were  "or`  the  water".   No  one  knew  exactly  what'was
coming  or  when  it  was  due.   He  also  reported  that  the  work  on  the  name  tags  and
metal  club  badge  was  progressingo   We  sold  about  10  new  waterpumps  at  R20,00  each
(a  ;real  bargain  as  these  things  are  about  R47,00  off  the  shelf  if  you  can  find
them).   We  parted  with  good  wishes  all  round  for  the  festive  season.

With  the  Chairman  of  the  Spares  Committee  on  leave  ny  name  and  address  had
been  given  as  contact  address  and  mid-December  I  got  notified  by  mail  that  our
spares  had  been  shipped  at  Southampton.   Our  company  has  the  luxary  of  a  Senior
Shipping  Officer  whom  I  called  on  in  haste.   A  few  we.11  placed  phone  calls  later
and  we  knew  the  "SA  Heidelberg"  was  docking  in  Durban  on  Christmas  Day  and  that
the  de-containerisation  would  take  about  two  we.eks.   Variou`s  complex  foems
appeared  from  the  `drawers  of  said  Shipping  Off icer  and  after  a  few  "sign  here
and  here  and  here"  the  matter  was  taken  out  of  ny  hands.   A  week  or  two  later  I
was  imfomed  of  the  make-up  of  Myriad  Shipping  f ees  in  tot.al  and  on  Wednesday
9  January  1980  three.  boxes  were  delivered  to  ny  door  at  wo.rk.   Roets  and  Baker
plus  wives  needed. no  begging  to  cone  and  help  unpack  (Barnes  I  could  not-reach).
It  was  like  Christmas  all  over.  A  new  trunnion  or  medallion  or  window  rubber  or
Dzus  clip  is  a  beautiful  thing  albeit  sometimes  pricey.   Those  who  ordered  are
being  informed  accordingly  and  the  new  spares  situation  af ter  all  orders  had
been  filled  is  listed  hereunder.   Please  let  me,  know  what  you  want  and  I  will
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post  on  cash  first  basis.   If  you  want  goods  ordered  from  Cox  &  Buckles  p.lease
inform  John  Roets  at  P.0.   Box  141g   Carletonville   (in  writing-).

We  bemoan  the  f act  that  John  -rfusty  has  left  sunny  SA.   He  could  be  called
on  for  assist-once  at  any  time  .and  his  absence  will  be  felt.   However,   the  fact
that  the  red  3A  has  been  lef t  in  a  local  showroom  in.dicates  that  the  §everence
is  not  peranent   (or  so  I  think).

Finally  :   Our  register  of  ,5peciaLlist  services  and  suppliers  of  Spares.
We  decided  to  check  our  facts  with  the  businesses  concerned  before  publishing
these  -  their  answers  are  now  trickling  in  and  I  will  publish  the  full  thing
in  the  next  issue  of  Sabrina.

See  you  at  the  Aen  at  Van  Reenen  23/24  February.

Greetings
RENE   DE'  VILLIERS

NE.-W   SPARES   IRE?ORTED   FROM   COX   a   BUCKLES   -   JANUARY   1980

ITEM

Sets  of  stone  guards
Cap  &  ball  sets   (steering  box)
TR2   loom   (TP   2.Oc)
TR£A  loom   (TP   26c)
Upper  screen  seal
L.ower  screen  seal
Boot  rubber
Spare  wheel  seal
Medallion   (front  apron  for  TR3A)
Bonnet  Dzus   clip
TR3  grilles
TR3A  grilles
Handb.rake  gaiters
Peda'1  rubbers
TR3A  front  bumpers
Top  ball  joints
•Ga§ket  set   (head)
SM  carb.   needles
Headgaskets
Bonnet  hinges
Engine  mountings
Inlet  valve  guides
Exhaust  valve  guides
TR3  tr'unnions
Suspension  bush  kit
Steering  column  rubber
TR4  lenses   {white)
TR4  medallion   (apron)
Rear  a.xle  rubbers
Horn  brush
Small  steel  clips, (no.   608604)
Screen  rubbers   (rear)
Deck  seal

finer  oil  pump  rotar

QTY
nffoB.TED

OTHER  NEW   SPARES   0N   +iAND    (SOURCED   LOCALLY)

Oil  filters   (felt  type,   TR2/3/3A/4/4A)
'lytater  punp§
Pinion  shaft  oil  seal

RETAIL                LESS   25%
PE.ICE   (R)        FOR  SPARES     `~

FTJND   }ffiMRERS

42,00
7'50

42 ,7 5
42, 75
6'75
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VAT}   FROM  SPITFIRES (UK)    SAljES   LTD.
Part
Brake  p..ads
Brake,,  choc,a
Front  f lexi  brake  hose
Rear  f lexi  brake  hose
Brake  praq  pin  set
Disc  call.per  s+eal  kit
Front  I,hockers
Rear  shockers
Wheel  bearings   (front)
Front  trunnion  repair  kit
Top  ball  joint  (pair)
Front  suspension  overhaul  kit
Universal  joint
Fan  belt
Radiator  cap
Thermostat
Contact  points
Condensor
Oil  filter
Air  filter
Decoke  gasket  set
Sulmp  g.a,sket   set
Radiator `top  hose
Radiator  bottom  hose
Timing  chain
Clutch  slave  cyl.   repair  kit
Clutch  master  cyl.   repair  kit
Clutch  pressure  plate
Clutch  centre  plate
Clutch  release  bearing
Voltage  control  box
Solonoid
Altemator
Pynano
water  puEEp
Spt±.edo   cable
Rev.   counter  ca.Die
Flasher  tmit
Wiper  blades
wiperarHngEng
Soft  top   (zip  window)
Frame   (soft  top)
Carpets
Alternator   (exchange)

ife 1          Mk2          &ft3          EL4           1 5Oo

2g93        2,93        2,93        2,93        2,93
5gl2        5,12        5,12        5,12        5,12
2998        2,98        2,98        2,98        2,98
3gl6        3,16        3,16        3,16        3,16

961            '61
4910        4'10

10934      10,34
9991         9991
5g36         5,36
2,32        2,32
9951         9,51

17,02      17.02
3,20       3'20
i,10       1'10
0,89       0,89
1gl5         1,15
0956        0,56
0962        0,62
2910        2'10
1,70        1,70
5962         5,62
4,31        4,31
0'57       0,57
0978        a,78
3902        3'02
1,02        1;02

61            ,61            ,61
4,10       4,10       4,10

10,34     10,34     10,34
9,91        9,91        9,91        9,91
5,36        5,36        5,36        4,75
2,32         2,32         2,32         2,,`32
9,51         9,51         9g51         9,.'51

17,02      17,02      17,02      17,02
3,20       3,20       3,20       3,20
1,10        1,10        1,10        1,65
0,89        0,89        0989        0,89
1,15         1,15         1,15         1,15
0,56       0,56       0,56        I.15
0,62       0,62       0,62       0,62
2,10        2,10        2,10        2,26
1,70        1,70        1,70        1,75
5,62        5,62        5,62        8.68
4,31        4,31        4,31
0,57        0,57        0.57        1,02
0,78        0,78       0,87        1,05
3,02        3,02        3g02        3.02
1,02        1,02        1902        1,02

1915         1,15         1,1.5         1,15         1,15         1,15
12,40     12,40      10,47      10,47      18,98      11,35
10,06      10,06        7,77
6801        6,01        5,61
7,2:I       i,2:I       i,2:J
2,73        2,73        2,73

15981      15,81      15,81
12975      12,75
2939         2,39
3903        3,08
1,24         1,24
1,90       1'90
3,05       3'05

7,77      14,16      10.47
5,61        5,61        5,55
7 g2J                           7 ,2:I
2,73        2,73        2,73

37,67     37,90     37,90
15'81

12,75      14,28      14,28
2,39        2,39
3,OS         3,'38
1g24         1,24
1,90        1'90
3,05        3,05

52,27      52,27

2,39        2,39
3,08       3'08
1,24        1,24
1,90        2905
3905

52'27
67,50     67,50

239ti]     2.3,41     23,4T      2.3,t+I      2;384]
20,63      20963

The  susp`ension  kit  comprises  of  the  following  coF4porients   :

1  trunp.ion  assenbl¥   (right  and  left)9   4  Irylon  bearings   (trunni`on  a§§eri.bly),
2  oil  seals   (trunnion  to  vertical  link)9   4  dirt  Seals   (lower  trutmion  and
wishbone),   4  water  Shields   (inner  trurmion),   4  water  shields   (otiter  t"nnion).
2  bolt:   (trunnion  to  wishbone),   2  nuts   (trunnion  to  wishbone),   2  washers
{trumlon  to  wishbone),  2  distance  tubes,  2  rubber  6ushe§   (lower  flront  daper),
2  bolts   (front  dapper  lower  attachaent)9   2  nuts   (front  damper  lower  attachment),
2  washers   (front  damper  lower  attachaent),   8  rubber  bushes   (upper  and  lower
wishbone)9   4  bolts   (top  wishbone  attachment),4  nuts   (top  wishbcme  attachaent),
4  bolts   (top  fulcrum  bracket  to  lover  wishbone).  4  nuts   (fulcrum  bracket  to
lower  wishbone) .
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Ahuge  range  of  parts  not  1.isted  -  prices  on  reques,t.  Also  coquprehensive  stock
of  second  hand  parts  available  at  50%  or  less  of  manufactuers  recomended
retail  price.  Add  10%  for  handling  and  packaging.

All  the  above  prices  are  in  pounds  sterling  (i)   and  include  VAT  (the
sane  as  GST  in  South  Africa  and  which  does  not  have  to  be  paid  by  u§  when  we
purchase) .-

`    The  address  of  the  above  company  is  Spitfires   (UK)  Ltd.,   Tiger  Service

St`a[ion,   Stonesby  A.venue,   I.eicesterg   England   (tel.   no.    (05-33)   831679/831028).

HOODS   AISD   TONREAUX

I  recently  sent  a  letter  to  Don  Hoods  in  the  UK  to  obtain  ali  up-.to-date
picture  on  the  price  of  hoods  and  tonneaux.  The  following  details  will  give  you
an  idea  about  pr.ice.   They  have  given  us  a  10%  discount.

Hoods

Spitf ire  Mk   1   and   2    .    .    .    ®    ®    a    a    a
Spitf ire  Mk  3   ......    a    .    .    o    .
Spitf ire  i.`fl£  3   (zipped  rear  window)
Spitf ire  lff  4   .......    ®    .    o   .
Spitfire  Mk  4   (zipped  rear  window)
Hei-aid   and  Vitesse     .    .    .    a    a    .   .   .
TR2,    TR3,   IR3A     ........
TR49    TR4A         ..........
TR5,   TR6       .........    a    .
TR5  and  TR6   (zipped  rear  window)
Roadster  1800  and  2000     .    .   a   .
Stag      ..........    a    a     a

All  thefje  pr]..ces  are  for  black  vynide  hooding  and  roof  windows  can  be
added  at  a  price  of  £5,00.
Tonneaux

Roadster  1800  and  2000   (old  tonneau  required  for  pattern)     £21900
TR29   TR3,    TR3A9    TR4,   TR4A,   TR5   and  TR6   ....
Spitf ire   (all  models)      .   a   .   .   a   a   ......
Herald   ,pmd  Vitesse         .    .    .    a    a    ®    a    ......

_±±1i±g±±_£±E_=£±=£±±££±±
TR29    TRE9    TR3A,    TR4    .....     a     ........

(old  carpets  "st  be  sent  to  use  as  a pattern).

£18,00
£17 , cO
£18800

£26,cO

To  help  out  our  Spares  Secretary  would  you  please  advise  him  of  your  intention
to  purchase  a  b.ood  or  a  tonneau  or  both  so  that  we  can  get  an  order  of f  to  Don
Hoods  as  sc)on  as  we  have  generated  some  cash  from  the  sale  of  the  newly-arrived
spares   from  England.

The  quality  of  tile  Don  Hood  is  very  good.   I  have  one  and  I  am  delighted
with  its  fit  and  general  finish®  Every  hood  comes  with  all  the  clips  and .brackets
and  an  instruction  sheet  to  shoo  Sou  how  to  fit  it  properly.  This  is  a
wortl..while  venture  which  should  allow  a  lot  of  people  the  oppurtunity  to
obtain  a  good  quality  hood  and  tonneaug   sbmrthing  which  is  not  available  in
this  coimtny.
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RATIONAL   GATHERING   1980

FRon  the  last  Newsletter  you  will  have  gathered  t`h.at  I  am  organising  the
next  National  Gathering.   I  origin.ally  tried  to  get  something  arranged  in  Port
Elizabeth  or  East  London  but  when  Johannesburg  reminded  me  that  it  wac  one
hell  of  a way  to  those  places  I  though.t  I  had  better  try  somewhere  else.
Fortunately  Roux  van  der  Nerve  came  up  with  a  very'. good  idea  -  why  not  try
the  Hendrik  Verwoerd  Dan  Resort  near  Colesberg.  A`quick  telephone  call  to
the  AA  (they  have  some  uses  you  know)  conf imed  that  the  Resort  did  have
sufficient  accomadation  and  woulfi  welcome  parties.   I  therefore  wrote  to  then
for  further  information  and  I  enclose  the  letter  that  they  sent  to  me.

As  you  will  note  they  have  provisionally  bobked.  the-Club  in  for  that
long  weekend  but  I  have  to  let  them  know  how  rmich  of  the  accomadation  T.Jp.
reqiire  so  that  they  can  let  out  the  remaining  chalets  an.d  rondavelso   I
therefore  have  to  ask  everyone  to  make  a  decision  now  about  their  attendance
at  this  second  National  Gatheringo  Distances  from  all  the  main  Centres  is
evenly  divded  and  in  fact  Durbar, members  will  have  to  travel  the  furthest,
so  members  fron  all  Centres  will  be  able  to  attend.  The  d.aces  are  the
10all/12  October  1980.

Dear  Mr  Cheetham,

We  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  16tbe  Novep.ber  1979  for  which
we  thank  you.

We  have  pleasure  in  offering  you  the  following  accormadatior.  and  facilities
at  the  tarriffs  quoted  next  to.

{a)   24  x  3-bedroomholiday  houses  and  16  x  3-bedroom.1uxary  rondavels.
Holiday  houses  can  accormadate  six  people  wh.ereas.  sorie  of  the  rondavels
can  accormadate  up  to  eight  persons.   Kindly  advise  whether  menbers
are  likely  to  share  the  above  accormiadation  or  not.

(b)  Tariff   :   Holiday  houses   g   R4925  per  adult   (12  years  and  above}  per
day®   R2,25  per  child   (under  1?  years)  per
dayo

Luxary  rondavels  :  RIO,50  for  the  first  two  persons  -
afterwards  R2,50  per  each  additional  person.

(c)  froliday  houses  and  luxary  rondavels  are  fully  equipped  -  1`inen,  cutlery,
crockery,  cooking  uten§il§,  electric  stove,  refrigerator,  eta.

(d)  Only  24  garages  with  closing  doorsl  without  locks  available.  At
rondavels  only  shelters  available.

(e)   Camping  sites  available  in  the  Caravan  Parky„   Tariff  -R2.g.25.per ^day
50c  entrance  fee  per  motor  car  on  the  f irst  day.

{f)  Sporting  and  recreational  facilities  available  Such  a§  §wining.  termis.
golf,  horse-riding,   and  boat  trips  on:pleasure  boatg  eta.

{g)  Roads  tarred  all  the  way  except  in  the  a.ev  Resort  area  {caravan  park
and  at  the  new  rondavels)a

(h)  Open  Spaces  available  for  displaying  the  cars.
In  order  to  fix  a  dapo§itg  kindly  advi;e  whether  the  Club  pdys  in  full

or  do  menbers  pay  individually.
We  ahve  in  the  meantime  reserved  tb.e  abovementioned  accormadation  on  your

behalf  and  would  be  much  obliged  if  you  cothld  let  us  know  precisely  how many
of  these  should  be  cancelled  if  members  trould  rather  like  to  share.  Being  the
long  weekend  we  would  df-course  be  in  great  demand  for  accormadation  and  would
a¢cordirigly  not  like  to  waste  any  av`ailatle  accormadation.

L-ooking  forward  t.o  hearing  fron  you  in  due  course.
Yodrs  f aithfully,
Bo   Smit,   Resort  Minager®
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Hendrik  Verwoerd  Dam  Resort  Tariff  List

Admission  fee   :  Per  motor  50c,   Caravan  Park   (per  night)   2,25.
Hall.:   For  our  own  purposes   :   P.20900   (large)   10,®0   (small).-
Gol`f   :   Per  person  per  day  F.1,`30®
Badminton 'g   Per  player  per  eveni'ng  Rog20o
Swiming   3   Adults  per  day  RO,209   children  per  day  RO,.10.
Tenriis   g   Adults   RO,20,   children  ROB10.
Horse-riding   :   Half  an  hour  R0960o
Boat .trip  :   Adults  per  half  hour  F.0940g   children  per  half  hour  RO920®

Hendrik  Verwoerd  Dam  Resort  Brochure

There  once  the  waters  of  the  mighty  Orange  River  rushed  unchecked  to  the
sea,   the  gigantic  wall  of  the  Hendrik  Vfrwoerd  rtan  stands,  bringing  the  Orange
to  rest  with  its  waters  extending  back  as  far  as  the  eye  can  see  to  foml  the
largest  lake  in  the  Republic.

`  Water  from  this  Dam  f lows  through  the  Orange-Fish  Tunnel  -  tti.e  1.ongest

water  turmel  in  the  world  -  to  Sudays  River  Valley,   arid  becomes  the  very  means  of
life  and  prosperity  there.

For  those  seeking  a  holiday  that  is  different,   the  HendriF`  `rerwoerd  Dan
180  kin  soutt}  of  Bloemfontein  on  the  RI19   is  the  answer.   By  ya.cht,  motor  boat,   or
pleasure  launch  you  can  sail  past  the  islandso   inlets  and  baysO   above  farms  and
roads  buried  under  the water  for  evero

There  are  facilities  for  tennisB   swimming;  golf   (on.  a  mashie  course)  and
horse-riding  as  well.

• Caravanners  and  campers  are  adequately  caterdd  fbr,   and  those.  wh_a  like
their  home  comfortso   there  are  fully  furnished  three-bedroom.ed  houses  available
for  hire,   and  accormadation  at  the    fully  licensed  motel.  You  neednS€  bring
anpthing  along  a§  the  tormship  boasts  a "odd.ern  shopping  centre„   It  also  has
a  post  office  and  a  f illing  stationo

CENTRE   SECRETARIES    :    PLEASE   WOULD  YOU   CAIWASS   YOLTR  }tET{BERS   T0   ATTEND
THls   NATIOHAL   GATHERING   Aun  LET  p"   KNOw  bffio   i,i]ANTs   TO   GO   AND   tL7HAT
ACcorm4ADATloN  THEY   itrouLD  LIKEo   PLEASE   NOTE   THE   con"ENTS   THE  MANAGER.
MARES   ABOUT   LETTING   TRIM  EN0t.J  ABOUT   OUR  REQTJIRERE}'ITS.

Graham  Cheetham.

CARS   FOR   SALE

TR3A  (1958)   :  This  car  has  wire  wheelso  hard  top  and  electric  overdrive.  All  the
wire  wheels  were  recently  overtT.auled  by  me.   The  body,  unfortunately  does
require  a  lot  of  restorationo   I  carl  be  contacted  a.t  telephone  numbers
833   5950   (work)   and  706   2746   (home).   Ian  Hutchison.

TR3A.  and  TR2   :   The  TP`3A  is  completely  stripped  but   the  body  has  been  completely
derusted  and  restored   (R750 'spent  on  panelbeaters).   The-TR2  comes  complete
but   I  don't  know  in.what   condition.   Contact  Ronald  Wichman.n  at  Box  18®
Hattingspruit,   3081  or  .phone  Ronald  at  0344  2204  after  8  pin.

..-
-`     `,'

REPORT   FROM  THE, NATAL   CENTRE

;  `    I    Irt.  the-last  edition  Qf  Sabrina  Chris  de  Wet  mentioned  the  formation  of
ari' association  for  one-make  car  clubs  which  would  be  able  to  wortr.  together  in
draa§  of  common  interest   Such  as  insurance  and  com.petition  eventso   A  resp¢nse
flron  the  E€ercedes-Beriz  Club  suggests  that   they  would  back  the  schemeg   hut` the
Rover  Club  officials  are  a  little  §uspiciou§  still.   I  certainly  agree  that  in
Natal  where  the  number  of  sports  cars  of  any  one  type  are  q¥ite  small,   such  ar`.
association  would  help  to  foster  the  interest  of  the  owners  of  these  cars  -  in
nurban  there  are  Sunbeam  Alpiaes  and  Tigers,  Morgans,   t'Leliantss  TVRSB  Marcoss,
Lotusso   Alfa§  and,  sports  Fiats  t`nat   I  'L-iave  seen.  More  comments  are  needed  on
this  subject®
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i`fy  TR39   Bluey,   has  been  off  the  road  for  some  tim.e  now  and  is  undergoing
a  major  rebuild.   The  reason  was  that  the  engine  blew  up   (ny  dad  reckons  I  broke
the  crank)  and  I  decided  that  I  would  have  the  body  rebuilt  at  the  sane  time.
At. the  present  moment  the  body  has  been  taken  off  the  chassis,   has  been
sandblasted  and  prim.ed  and  is  having  new  bits  of  metal  welded  in.  My  engine
has  been  rebuilt  througbout   (2088  cc  nowg   using  Vanguard  85  rm  pi§tdns)   and  an
overdrive  gearbox  (overhalled  coxpletely}   awaits  insertion  into  the  car.   I  have
also  been  getting  ny  fingers  all  sticky  in  attempts  to  re-do  the  upholstery.   I
an not  sure  when  the  car  will  be  back  on  the  road,   but  it  will  be  before  October
as  Bluey  will  tie  going  to  the  National  Gathering.

ilelenSs  GT6  has   also  received  a  bit  of  care.   ?fry  dad  fitted  Some  new  carbs
and  both  performance  and  consumption  have -bean  `transformed.   We  will  be  r`epainting
the  car  next  Christmas  and  improving  th.e'well-worm  upholstery.

But  ther;  are  a  lot  of  Natal  members  who  have  also  not  been  idle.  Malcolm
Tait  has  got  his  TR3A  through  the  COB  after  doing  a  bit  of  work.  on  the  body  and
mechanicals.   He  wants  to  use  the  car  for  a  couple  of  years.  to  establish  the
problems  before  committing  the  car  to  a major  rebuild.   The  Cants  are  trying  to
decide  where  to  take  the  TR3  to  get  a  few  dents  knocked  out  and  get  the  car
painted.   Malcolm  Fish  has  nearly  f inished  the  renovation  of  his  TR3  and  according
to  John  Liddelow  he  has  done  a  really  superb  job.   Iar?_  Johnsong  whQ's  two  TRs   are
superb  has  nearly  completed  the  restoration  of  John  E3.otchkiss9.s  TR3  and  knowing
Ian's  ability  to  produce  a  good  one911ook  forward  to  seeing  the  w.nice  TR3.
Ian  Grieg  has  unfortunately   (for  Natal)   sold  his  car   (TR4),  ,but  the.,.ex-Treve®
Pieter§  TR4  has  come  to  light  again  painted  bright  red  and  owned  by  .Cbri§  Han§en.
Boet  Lourens  continues  to  look  for  another  cliff .   for  his  Spit fir.e  (try  Peter
Barnes,   Bbet)   to  replace  his  noisy  on.eo   Selwyn  Bass  has  gone  to  the  UK  taking
his  father's  Stag  with  him  and  has  sold  his  TR6  to  his  brother  Derek®  Unfortunately
the  overdrive  unit  is  giving  trouble  and  costly  repairs  are  required  to  get  the
car  back  on  the  road  before  Derek  gets  back  from  the  Arm.y.   Mike  Weston  has
completed  a  front  suspension  overhaul  on  his  immaculate  TR6  and  continues  to
help  the  Club  by  obtaining  good  sponsership.   Geo€8  and  Jean  i[arvey  have  produced
a  little  girlo   Candiceg   and  Geoff  contin.ues  to  improve  in  health  after  the  terrible
problems  he  went  through  after  the  AGM  last  year.  I{ike  Claassen  told'me  that  he
has  had  some  difficulties  with  his  yeliouT  Stag  in  the  gearbox  and  back  axle  area,
but  Tony  Parsons  and  Chris  de  Wet  both  constantly  use  their  Stags  -  Chris  to
pull  a  caravan!    (Ty'Je .hear  Andrew  ST#.7an  has  just  bought   a  Stag,   but  has  to  use  a
2000  motor  until  the  V8  is  resuscitated)a   Herman  Kruger  has  started  to  help  Mike
Wheeler  get  his  TR3A  back  on  the  road  whilst  he  thinks  about  his  own  TR3A  rerfuild.
Mick  de  Lange  still  hides  his  TR3  in  the  garage  whilst  across  thie  road  in  New
Germany  Lorraine  Johnson  has  had  her  Spitf ir/e  resprayed  and  repair.ed  after  vandals
went  joyr_iding, in  it.   I  haven't  heard  from  John,Hatfield  in  a  while  but  if  he
rebuilds  his' TR2,like  he  rebriilt  his   (dare  I  say  it  ?)  MGA  ,Coupe  it  really  will
be  a  good  one®   Meanwhile  fellow-Rhodesian  Don  Cruickshank  has  stripped  his  TR3A
and  is  languishing  in  that  unenviable  position  of  having  no  time  to  spend  putting
it  back  together  again.   Tony  Cowden  has  had  to  spend  a  bit  of  time  iinporting  bits
and  pieces  from  the  UK  to  get  his  TR5  back  to  strength  and  Robin  Dean  has
replaced  the  head  on  his  TR4A  for  the  decend.time  -the  original  one  was  replaced
by  a  new  head,   because  of  cracked  valve  seats,  but  because  of  the  high  compression
and  super  performance  the  old  head  gave  it  was  repaired  and  replaced.   The  blactr.  car
is   a  late  production  ri'R4A  and  is  used  most  days.   Paul  Wilson  and  .Frank ,.:i:.fry.ff  are
trying  to  resurrect  John.  Moore's  unbuilt  TR3  .and  Frank  is  p,ushing  panals  back
into  place  after  someone  ran  into  hire.   John  Delport  bought  Daniel  Slabbert's  GT6
with  a  brcken  side-shaft  whilst  Chr,is  de  Beer  bought  Chris     Bailey'§   (ex  Cordon
Speed)   TR3Ao   Trevor  Crozier's  biege  TR39   I  understand  is   Stored  in  a  Durban
garage  avaiting  delivery  to  some  foreign  land.   P`oy  Williains  got  his  TE.3  back  on
to  the  road  af ter  quite  some  time  rebuilding  but  managed  to  drop  a  bearing \in  the
motor  only  a  few  days   ago.
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I  cannot  tell  you  what  outer  t!Jatal  members  have  been  getting  up, to,   so
Andre  Scheepei.s,   Willen  Nienaber,  Pat  Steenkamp  and  }£ichael  Net,   perhaps  you
Should  come  to  the  AGM  at  Van  Reenen  and  tell  us  what  you  have  been  doing.

Forthcoming  Events
3rd  February  :   Car  in  the  Parka  Alexandra  Park,. Pietemaritzburg.
22/23/24th  February  :   AGM  at  Green  I,antern  Inn,   Van  B.eenen.
9th  March  :   Gynghana  organised  by  the  Healey  Club.

Graham  Cheetham.

NATIONAL   CLASSIC   CAR   CONCOURS   RESULTS

PRIX  D'HONEUR            :       Canpbell  i`.tiller,   Triumph  TR4A  (Past  winners   category)
LONG  DISTANCE            :        Johnny  de  Large,   Austin  Healey  loo/6   (Kimberley)
IRTERct-CLUB                    :        Alfa  Romeo   Club   of   Scluth  Africa.

CONCOURE   D ' ELEGANCE

S®   Cunninghane
I.   Young
A.   Grant
Col.   Thomas
J.   Tenoever

CONCOURS   D9ETAT

K.   Moeha
a.  Field
D.   Cronje
P.   Esterhuizen
G®   Fouche
Do    Ward
W.   Rossi
H®   Wolmarans
I.   YOun8
D®   Crawford
J®   Proets
Eo   Steele
P.Johnson
Ro   de  Villiers
J.   Banks

CLUBS   PRESEN`T

Austin  I€ealey  Clubo

Austin  Nippy
MGJ2
TR3
JaLguar  420
MG  M-type

Alf a  Club
Austin  Healey  Club
At]stin  Healey  Club
Alfa  Club   `
MG  Club
Triumph  Club
Alf a  Club
Klerksdorp  Club
MG   Club
Austin  Healey  Club
Triumph  Ciut..
Triumph  Club
Triumph  Club
Triumph  Club
Histories  Club

59  Points
58q'
57„
56„
55"

352  points
342"
339„
331„
331„
330   `     „
327„
325"
322„

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5ttTi-
6th
7th
8th
9th

320       pi                     ,loth
308       "                     16th
305       "                    lath
295        "                       27th
271        "                       42nd
149       "                      51st

A1€a  Romeo  Club,   MG  Club,   Triumph  Club9`Morgan  Club,
Sunbeam  C].ub,   Porsche  Club,   Jaguar  Club,   Historic  F`acing  Car  Club,   Aston
Martin  Club,   Mercedes-Benz  Clubg   Klerksdorp  Classic  Car  Clubg   Lancia  Club.

How  THE   TEAlrfs   RENT   ON

From  the  best   two  cars   :   1st  Alfa  P`omeo  2nd  Austin  Healey  3rd  MG  4th  Triumph
Fron  the  best  3  cars   :   1st  Alfa  Romeo  2nd  Au§tin  Healey  3rd  eec-  4th  Triumph
From  the  best  4   cars   :   1st  Austin`  Healey  2nd  Alf a  Etomeo  3rd  MG  4th  Triumph

ODDS   AISD   ENDS

14ariberships  are  due  at  PL7,Goo   This  includes  R3,00  for  local  membership
(this  money  will  be  sent  on  to  the  Centres  as  it  is  collected  or  at  the  request•of  Centres).   Where  allocations  are  not  taken  up  the  money  will  be  used  fo-r.

Triumph  Club.  activities.  Membership  is  necessary  to  obtain  the  MembershipJ Card
which  i.s  nece'ssary  for  obtaining. the-  various  discounts  offered  by  the  Trade  to
the  Club.

•  All  news  items   about  Triumph  Sports  Cars   are  more  than  welcomed.   Please  help

us  with  material  if  you  can.   Centre  Reports  are  particularly  welcom.e®


