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EDITORIAL

There must be something in this Classic Car business. You only have to look at
the prices to see what I mean. TR2s for arcu™d£5000, MG T-Types for about the
same - it really is quite incredible when one looks at the original purchase
price. But the increase in valuz is not really an edge against inflation, so
there must be something a bit more than that to the interest in these older cars.

To me, a Classic Car was produced between 1945 and 1970, except that real sports
cars like the Morgan are Classics up to the present day. They are really unique
to have, especially the sports car variety which do not have the basic luxuries
of the standard saloon car of today. I mean, one never leaves home without a
full set of spanners, jack, fully inflated spare wheel and mobile welding plant,
because the risk of stopping aloang the route is higher (it is for me, anyway)

It gives us a measure of difference.

Nowadays, the various Classic Car Clubs are finding it difficult to keep the

interest in Classic Car rotoring alive, and several are getting together to

enjoy combined meetings. - These are generally well attended and most successful. ~—
In Natal, the Vintage Sports Car Club hold a "Car in the Park" display for all
vehicles and about 100 Classic and Vintage machines turn up. In Johannesburg,

the Austin Healey Club organised a “reakfast Run for Classic Sports Cars and

139 turned up - MGs (by the hundred, by the sound of things), Healeys (big and

small), TRs, Ferraris, Alfas, Alpines & Tigers, Porsches (including a Turbo),

and Morgans, all were involved. And where enthusiasts get together like this,

there can only be success.

There is a noticeable change in the direction the one-make clubs are taking, and
instead of the monthly club run involving the same people, clubs are getting
together for greater variety and interest. Perhaps the Triumph Club, through
its various Centres, should be at the forefront of this change and become the
leaders in "mixed" events. It can only help to make the Triumph name grow.

Graham Cheetham.

NEW MEMBERS ' : —

WILLEM NIENABER, 75 Buffel Street, Ladysmith, 3370. TR3 (TS 13096, TS 13840! TR 382).
HAROLD OLIVER, 12 Glendale Avenue, Westville, 3630. Spitfire.
GEORGE SICKLER P O Box 597, Bellville, 7530.
JAN PATERSON, Kildoonan House, Penrose Road, Muizenberg, 7945.
BRIAN wooDALL P O Box 273, Kempton Park, 1620. TR3A (TS 33811, TS 31526E).
IAN DUFFUS, 20 Burnham Drive La Lucia, AOSI TR3A (TS 29881E, TR $40), TR3
J J VAN DER MERWE, P O Box 1803 East London, 5200, Stag.
RICHARD CRANNUM, P 0 Box 1375, Edenvale, 1610. TR3A.
TONY COWDEN, P O Box 1178, Durban, 4000, TRS.
RICHARD BAXTER, 40 Burn Street, Colbyn, Pretoria, 0083. Associate.
MICHAEL GREEFF, Doctors Quarters, Greys Hospital, Pietermaritzburg, 3201.
TR3A (TS 33788, TS 34631E, STR 1027).
MRS L M WHITFORD, P O Box 66, Humansdorp, 6300. Spitfire. .
G H BESTER, 17 High Street, Mount Pleasant, Port Elizabeth, 6065. TRS5.
MALCOLM FISH, P O Box 61, Umbogintwini, 4120. TR3 (TS 12309, TS 12811E, TR 269.)
A B C RICHARDS, 71 Reitz Street, Meyerton, 1960. TR3.
ADAM FRENCH, P O Box 69835, P.O. Bryanston, 2021. TR3 (TS 12593E, TR 462).



FROM THE CHAIR

Most of you will have heard Py now that I .have sold the trusty-3A. - This green
machine has transported me; vith very fair reliability for about:5 years, including
a fiumber of’journeys to Kyalami Maeeru, etc..and one memorable trip to the Cape
(commonly ‘known as the Bogzz Croozz). Durlng this 5 years, even run big-ends and

~ a broken diff. could not stop us, proving the reliability of our “old crocks".

I'm certain that many a modern piece of "tin" would have succumbed to the (sometimes
very rough) treatment to which ND 148 060 was subjected. So it was not without a !
large pang of regret that I sold ahe car. The car has gone to a good home with

a TJ Vintagent who I'm sure will be far more cognisant of its ‘age than I was.

Well, I hear people say, is our Chairman losing interest? - .The answer, of course,
is "no » I am not losing interest in Triumphs or the Club, but due to various
personal commitments and developments, both present and future, I am, for ther
time being at least, dropping out of the forefront.

I am also putting the part rebuilt TR3 on the:market,- together with all my spares
(see later in newsletter) and hope that it will be going to a good home also.
Later I will look for another TR (or Triumph, maybe) to replace thése two, but
for the time being my role must be one of passive assistance as far as the cars
are concerned. o

Furning to more pleasant subjects, it is good to see that the Joburg Centre is
going from strength to strength and is getting good support from its members.
Joburg will be running the spares from now on and I wish them the best of British
luck with it

Also good to hear is some news ‘from Cape Town, who had us worried after' a dearth
of news from the South. They seem to be carrying on quite nicely and we look
forward to a lot more news in the near future.

it is very gratifying to see the work of years coming to fruition, and I hope ‘the

new price of petrol will not deter too many people from attending runs, ett. = The’
new restrictioéns on petrol have made the problems of organising interesting" events
tenfold, so anyone with ideas for outings (or innings) should step forward.

What am I driving if not my TR? Well for rainy days I have a Rover 2000 - real
leather declining seats et al,but for everyday commuting, shopping etc. I have

gone on two and bought a Honda?? C'est la vie.

John Moore. T S e o ff?ji

Tennd b

BIRD'S EYE VIEW

Motoring and pre-occupation with cars is generally con81dered to be of 1ﬁterest ‘to
males only, and I consider it & time that we women had more of a "look-in" on the
TRiumphant/MaGnificent scene,

After all, we can, and do, own cars as well - a constant source of amazement to many
South African MCPs who seem to thlnk it most inadvisable amd highly darngerous to

allow & mere woman legal ownership of anything. We are also‘capable of'ebsofbing

a fair amount of knowledge on the internal combustion engine and the workings thereqf -
in my case, I must admit, thislas been thrust upon me by bitter experience and &heer
necessity. An old car tends to shed bits and pieces much more readily, I find - my
IR3 has so far, while in my possession, relieved itself of a wheel (plus of course
attendant bolts and washers), various clutch linkage pins (have you ever experienced

a rock solid clutch pedal whilst in fourth gear?), number plates, windscreen wipers,
etc. I also had the interesting experience of my prop. shaft coming adrift and



bouncing on the road whlle on my way to work one morming. It also bounced up
through the floor and spattered me with oil and dirt - I didn't exactly Jook: the‘
well-groomed, efficient secretary that day! However, I now know that when my
_car starts to give off good vibrations, itfs time to go and get the prop. shaft
bolts tlghtened up. again. : .

“Probably one of the most- common experiences is to lose one's fanbelt Mine . S
suddenly decided to. shred itself to pieces one afternoon and I must confess: that,-
far from having a spare belt, I didn't even have a pair of tights with me to
improvise. Well, you know what it's like in Durbs - too hot for those sort of

- things - and besides, they only get in the way. So, there I was, bonnet up
alongside the freeway, head inside the engine; I only had to do this helpless
female bit for a_few seconds before a car - tin box variety - drew up beside me
-and the driver offered his-assistance. (I must admit, there are times when
men come in. useful). This helpful type literally ran across the freeway three
times to a garage before he found a fanbelt which fitted (Vulco 4771, for the
technical) Meanwhlle another guy had stopped and proceeded to chat me up

-while the other one did all the work. Men are wonderful. o

. Another problem is friends. They are so used to tin boxes which are draughtproof
have civilised windows which wind up and down,  and doors which.open and shut easlly,
that they find it amusing and often frustrating to travel in my car where, if they’

-pull the door firmly shut, they stand a good chance of not being able to get out
again, One heavy-handed friend wrenched the chain right off the door, got out,
and then proceeded to slam the door by blindly thrusting her arm right through the
window (at that stage I had clear vinyl in my side11ghts) ... How to wreck a car
in one easy lesson! . ; - o

"My dogs also manage to create havoc in a very short space of time. I recently
had to take one to the vet. in my car (the other car, HIS, being parked outside

a pub somewhere), and in & period of about 5 minutes: the wretched. hound had
‘managed to shed hairs :all over the carpet, spread mud:.on the seats, knock my rear
view mirror completely askew, and chew up the third party and licence .discs. i No
doubt the idea of allowing a dog - and a fairly large one at that - into a Triumph
8ports car will cause pain in the hearts of the . poliah and duster brigade - but-
~then my car is a working vehicle, not.a museum piece. e

Garages are another trial. We used to take our ocher car, which is of German
make, to Gunter's Garage. We don't take it there any more, but that's another
-story. I took my TR3 to Gunter one day to have something attended to, and as

I drove in and stopped in front of him, he glared at me and shouted ''Vot ees
‘thees Breeteesh rubbeesh?" Like all good Germans, he considers the only sports
car worthy of the description to be a Porsche. : Do

To return to the point which I made in the first.paragraph; I beliewe that the.:
TSCCSA should take note of the fact that it now.has a number of female members.;;;r
The TSCCSA Constitution presumes that all members are "he's" - Chapter-2, .- e
paragraph 5, "Discipline"”, reads: "Should any member be guilty of conduct
unbecoming of a gentleman, the Execuvae Committee. ghall ....,... have the -~ ..
power ........ to expel such member'. If this paragraph were to be applied. ...
literally, then I should have been expelled as a member. long ago - and p cgn o Ia
gthink of all sorts of interesting reasons! e ialame b CRen reng s i oow
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THE SECOND NATIONAL EVENT

With the first Kational Get-Together at Bloemfontein nearly a year gone, it is
interesting to ses the anticipation yith which people are looking forward to the
next one.. . Roux van der Merwe, who yolunteered to organise the second National
in Port Elizabgth ‘has had. to withdrgw because of other commitments, but the
newly formed Bordar Triamph Sports Cgr Club in East London have very kindly
taken on the task of crganising o

! _
Perhaps it is unfortunate that the M¢ Car Club also have a bie nial Get-Together,

.-88°.last year our events clashed on dgtes, but not on venues. It would appear

‘that the MG boys arc returning to East London on Kruger Day weekend in 1980,
80 our men on the cpot in Eest London are not able to book anywhere in East -
London. The alternatives-are to mcke use of a different 'long weekend"; or
change the wvenue from East.London to aomewhere else - perhaps back to Port

vElizabeth.

The second National will, I hope, barheld on the same lines as the first National,
“but it will be for all Triumpn Sporté Cars, and not’ just TRs as at the first event.

1 have alresdy heard from Bene in Jobhurg tha: they are getting ready for a maaaive

onslaught of TEs and Spitfires to ang place in South Africa where the second ‘
National will be held. . .

So if any of you knen enthusigéta aré in the ptoceas‘of rebuilding, make sure you
have it completed f£or the back part cf 1980 - then you can take part with everyone
else. ‘

WHO ME?? NO N" ER!!

These are ganainw;gxtvaccs from mator accident claim forms received by a large
insurance office. in Londen: e — S

if SEET
4
i

The accident was duz- to the otbei man narrowly missing me.

_Lorry ba’ted hrd worked for the ¢orporat10n ST b

N ¢ cellided with a suatlonary tramcer coning in the oppoaition direction._
. The occupanta wera stalking de@r on the hillside. ’ ‘ '

I left my Auwrin 7 cutside, bdt wien I came auc later, to my amazemenc,
there wasg an Austin 12, :

ﬁ':To avoid coxllalon 1 ran into tha other car.

7. There were. plenty of. lookers-on but nO‘witnesses ‘1; ~ E. v v,f:

6
7
8. The water in my radiator’ accidentglly froze at 12 midnight.
9. Car had to turn sharper than waabneceesary owing to an invisible lorry.

:ii; After the accident @ wo*king gencleman offered to be a witneau in my favout.

12. I collided with a stationary tree.

...13. There was no damage .done to the car as the: gatepost will testify
"14. Adcident was due to the road bending. an ‘ R

15. The witneea gave his occupation &s a gentleman, but it would be more
correct to call him 2 garauge proprietor.



16. The other man altered his mind and I had to run into him.
17. Ice on the‘road applied brakes causing skid.
18, 1 told. the 1diot ﬁﬁét,he.whs and went on.

19, One wheel went into the ditch. My foot jumped from brake to accelerator:
 pedal, leapt across the road to the other side and jumped into the trunk:
of a tree. = - R ' g
20. I remember nothing after passing the Crown Hotel until I came to and saw
. .., P.C. .Browm. . ‘ . ,

21: A bul-was standing near and a fly must have tickléd him because he gored my car,

22. A,coﬁlwahdéiéd_intojmi’car. 1 was afterwards informed that the cow was
half-witted. -

23. Shke suddenly saw me, lost her head and we met.

24. I was taking a friend home and keeping‘two metres from each lamp post which
. were in a straight line, Unfortunately there was a bend in the road bringing
. the right hand lamp post in line with the other and of course I landed in a dig&:'

‘ 25. If the other driver had stopped a few metres behind himself, it would not have
a0 happened. T S . o o PR

26. I'bdmﬁed iﬁéédalﬁhop window and sustained injuries to my wife.
27. 1 bumped into the lamp post which was obscured by human beings.

BITS AND PIECES

The Club has had membership cards printed, which all members should have already
received. With a bit of luck, these will be used as guarantees of membership
against discounts offered by the trade to Club members. - They will be issued
on an annual basis. '

The Club has also had printed "call" cards which can be used to place under the
windscreen wipers of likely new members, and which give an intro to the Club. -
These are being distributed through Centre Secretaries as we want them to be

used and not disused. All you have to do is to write your name on the card
together with your telephone numbers so that the prospective member can make

ready contact. . : : :

Mike Weston has been negotiating with various companies for sponsorship to pay
for new Triumph Sports Car Club T-shirts and windscreen badges. Unfortunately,
these negotiations always take time and nothing has been completed yet. As soon
as something happens, I will contact Centre Secretaries.

People on the move. Brian Morritt has been transferred from East London to
Johannesburg. = Ian Hutchison has also moved to Joburg but from Cape Town. “John
Axon has taken his newly rebuilt TR3A back to the UK with him from Port Elizabeth
- and John Hampson from the same city has arrived in Joburg. Ken Carter has left
the Drakensberg and moved to Sabie to tend the wood there.

We have got a model of a TR2 which should go to Roger Robeck. But I seem to have
lost contact with Roger - does anyone have his address so that I can send it to him?

e



Cars on the move. - John Mowat's TR3 has now gone from Joburg to Ladysmith where
Willem Nienaber is making some improvements. Martin Satherley's TRBA which he
drove down from Zambia, is in the hands of Ken Tilly, a local vce enthuaiast
Peter Spiers' TR3 is now in the hands of AdrianFrench in Joburg. John Moore's
TR3A has been sold to Richard Crannum, who resides in Joburg. = Selwyn. Bass

has sold his TR6 to his brother Derick, who we hope will be joining us. shortly

TRSs are one of the rarest of the TR range, but now the Club has 6 on its books.
Andre Louw and Graham Field have TRS5s in the Cape: Town area; Andre Scheepers
has a TR5 in Vryheid, -and Tony Cowden has one in Durban. Nick Barclay has one
in Joburg and new member G H Bester has one in Port Elizabeth.

The Swan brothers did not really know the influence they would have on future
doctors with their interest in TRs. They started a whole new world for a number
of student doctors in Joburg and now I see Dave has got Francois Dauberman,

Brian O'Hagan and Michael Greeff with him at Greys Hospital in Pietermaritzburg.
Keep up the good work, lands!

Some useful part numbers for GT6 owners (Mark 3 variety):

Rear Axle Rubber Coupling (Austin 1800) GCD 301
. Headlight Surround (LHS) - 818871
. Headlight Surroun: (RHS) 818872
Overrider Cover (LHS) . - 824618
Overrider Cover (RHS) 824619

Cape Town Centre have produced an excellent Newsletter with all sorts of information
including various sources of spares. I understand Dave lugg is involved in this
side of the Centre's activities, and he certainly has made a worthwhile contribution.
He has mentioned that he will shortly be circulating a list of the spares which

Cape Town Centre obtained from Blackheath a few years ago..

We have received TR Register grille badges from the UK These are for sale at

the NEW price of R6,00 plus 25c postage: -These badges are a MUST for members
of the Register. Please contact the: Club address for one. . .

_THE 1954 R.A.C. RALLY = by Bill Piggott  (TRaction - Spring 1979)

The TRs First Major Competition‘Success‘

As it is now almost exactly 25 years since a TR2 won the 1954 RAC Rally, driven by
John Wallwork, thereby setting the TR on the road to success as a competition car,
. maybe .a few notes on that rally and TR participatlon therein would be appropriate

to makr this Silver Jubilee, which seems otherwise to be passing unnoticed.

It was after all, then as now, the premier BritishwRally, and the success of

the TRs, which came second and fifth, as well as first, was very important in

the. conversion of the Triumph into a convincing competition car in the minds of

. ..the sports~car buying public.

,:-In Issue No. 33 of TRaction,. I wrote an article about early TR2s in which I

mentioned that 17 TR2s competed in this event. Further research however hag

A.T indicated the.true figure to be 13, and I list the owners/drivers of these. 13

_.at-the.end of this article, together with such details of the individual cars as

I have been able to discover. Graham Robson's. first TR book gives the number
entered as 14, but he was misled by one of these 14 Triumphs being not a TR but

. .a Mayflower - quite a difference! So far, I have been able positively, to identify
12 nf he- 13 and as far as L. know, very few of these cars are today.re stered with
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the club, though I would be pleased to learn otherwise. I am still trying to
identify the remaining car of Mr Elliott. I have written to several of the drivers
where I have been able to find out their current addresses, but memories are
lnevitably hazy after a quarter of a century! »

Thé “1954 ‘RAC Rally was a 5 day -event, runnlng from 6,30 pm on the evening of Tuesday
‘9th March until the morning of Saturday 13th, follow1ng which was the traditional
Ball, with prize- g1V1ng on the Sunday. First prize was the staggering sum of £250,
‘plus a pot or two! In those days it was largely a road event, with tarmac special
'stages, mainly at well known motor racing venues. - Although there was none. of the
Forestry Commission /rough-stuff’, it was still a tough event seen in the context

of its own time, covering 2000 mlles with only one night halt for sleep. To finish
in the top ten was a major achievement, especially in such an untried car as the TR2
then was. None of the 13 competing cars was more than 4 months old; some being
literally days old, so the drivers had not had the time to learn the 11tt1e
peculiarities of TR roadholdlng we know today! o .

The Rally had two simultaneous starting points, Hastings and’ Blackpool w1th half the
cars starting from each point. The Hastings contingent went round the first part o*
the route one way, and the Blackpool starters the other way, though they crossed ea_
other's paths occasionally, as at Goodwood and Prescott. On the Friday morning,
both groups came together at Blackpool for the final stages of the event. Most

of the TRs involved started from Blackpool, probably because of the areas in which
their owners lived. I have a copy of the list of entrants giving their home addresses,
and amazingly, not one of the 13 drivers came from the London area, or even from
anywhere near it, with the great majority coming from north of Birmingham. Perhaps
the more northerly Triumph dealers were better supplied with cars in the early days,
or maybe just had more influence at the factory, which is much the same thing. As

an indication of how difficult TR2s were to obtain in 1954, even someone with such
connectioéiis as Pat Moss, Stirling's sister, had to go to Chester to obtain her new
TR, although she lived in Hertfordshire, and even then she only got it via a

contact in the trade, Denis Done, who as can be seen from the list at the end was
himself one of the TR drivers in this event.

" The major hazard on the rally was fog, frequently thick, which led to a. large number
of competitors getting completely lost, and not a few shunts. One TR2 which crashed
was that of Jarrett, though fortunately he was able to have it repaired, and to
continue to the finish. In fact, 12 of the 13 cars finished, only Cookson retiring-.
for reasons I have been unable to discover. Of the total entry of 229 cars, 62
failed to finish, thus giving a failure rate of 28% taking the rally as a whole, but
a rate of only 7,7% for the TRs! Does this provide purely proof of the TRs
reliability, or does it prove merely what we always knew, that TR men ‘are better
.drlvers?

, N

“The rally covered; as I mentioned,- abOut 2000 miles ofEngland Wales and Scotland,

Llwi th long road sections to test nav1gat1ng ‘ability, which were limited as ever to

30 mph- average, which may net sound mith, but was in fact very exacting, bearing in
mind the nature of the' ¥oads chosen " ghé weéather hazards and difficult navigation.
inere was of course no’ ‘miotorways' then; and the'6rganisers did their best to find
the steepest, roughest and mostVWihdihg public roads possible. ' Despite this, the
real meat of the contest was contained in the special tests. Although it was not
vital to have a clean sheet on the road section, as it once had been, it was
obviously a great help. By the end of the rally, there were only 7 competitors
1eft penalty-free on the road section, and of these 7, the only sports car driver
"to be penalty-free was Wallwork. Peter Morgan in a Morgan put up faster times on
most of the tests than Wallwork, but he lost many marks on the road, which put him
out of the running for a place.”

“The first part of the route covered the West Country, South Coast, Central and North
Wales.and the Peak District, where visibility was down to 5 yards at oné time. The
route for the Blackpool starters even penetrated East Anglia, as far as Thetford.
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During this part, most of the special tests took place, among the more notable being
Oulton‘Park where Wallwork put up the fastest time. This test included "driving
into a 'garage" at high speed and reverslng out, but, unlike the 1maginary variety

of garage formed of cones usually to be found in such tests, this was a real garage,
built of real bricks. History does not record whether the back wall remained intact!

"At Sllverstone, there was an a¢celeration and braking test, and the Triumphs agaxn di¢
, we11, coming second as a group to the XX 120s. At Goodwood, Wallwork was again best,
"and at the Prescott Hill Climb, Dickson put 'up the best performance.

The surV1v1ng cars converged on Blackpool early on the Friday, there to be given the
route of' the final 600 mile section, which up to that moment ‘had been secret ‘This

o section was to be non-stop, through Friday night and back to Blackpool on the Saturday

mornrng The route covered the Lake District, Scottish border and Galloway, almost

as far as Stranraer. Coming on top of the previous 3 days' motoring, it,must“have

been somewhat arduous. Included in this stage was a test at Charterhall Circuit

in Scotland. This was a driving teststyle test with a difference - it was in the

dark! Back at Blackpool the next morning, the final part was a thrash round the

pylons on the seafront, in front of a crowd of what looks from the photographs to be
several thousand. FTD here was put up by Peter Morgan, but Wallwork was not far behind
and P Cooper, Jarrett and Batte were also in the top 10 on this test.

At the finish, it was generslly agreed that this had been the best and toughést RAC

Rally yet, and not a single protest was lodged with the organisers, a far cry from

the situation today. When the results were worked out, the Rally was seen to be 3
Triumph indeed (ugh!) with 3 TR2s in the top 5, including first and second, and no
fewer than 8 finishing in the top 40. Johnny Wallwork won overall, with P G Cooper
second and W Bleakley 5th. Triumps even carried off the Ladies' prize won by Miss
Mary Walker, who came 2lst overall. Triumphs also came 2nd and 3rd in the team prizes,

and also won both the special prizes awarded to the highest placed competitor from each

starting point. Altogether a most comprehensive victory for what was then billed as
the World's cheapest 100 mph car. The TR2s main sports-car rivals, MG, Austin-Healey
and even Jaguar, came nowhere, and only the Morgans, which had TR2 engines anyway,

‘provided any worthwhile opposition.

In.l954 rallles really were for standard rosd cars - one has only to study contemporary
photographs to be sure of that!

The TRZs all ran w1th hubcaps and bumpers in place, and almost the only concession

_to competltion appears to have been the fitting on most cars of two auxiliary lamps,

and also possibly one of those brown bakelite heating elements, with rubber suckers
for sticking on the inside of the windscreen, which Halfords used to sell for
27/6d! - A real "period" accessory - has anyone got one 1n working order? Crash

_helmets were not necessary, but sports jackets and flat 'ats definitely were.)

_As regards the ‘fate of the individual cars, it would be nice to know which, if any,
 have survived. = As I said in my earller article, so far as I know no trace of the
'winning car, GJA 205, has come to light I have written to Mr Wallwork at his last
'known address to see if he has any details that might help, but so far withput reply.
o In fact, something of a minor mystery surrounding this car has been revealed in my
jsearches through old copies of "The Motor". ' There is no doubt from photographs that

I have that GJA 205 was dark in colour - probably black or B.R.G. However, ‘in "The

"Motor" for 14th April 1954 is a photograph and a paragraph which states that "The

same TR2 which won the recent RAC Rally, driven by Johnny Wallwork, is to go 6n a
14 000 mile goodwill tour of North America, driven by Mr F Oxley". The car, in the

' “picture, however,. is light in colour - probably white, has what looks to be a foreign

registration number and has its two auxiliary lights dlfferently positloned to those
of GJA 205. As this was only 2 or so weeks after the rally, and as the car was then
only 4 or 5 months old, surely it had not been resprayed a totally different colour

: 80’ quickly’ I remain unconvinced that this prcmotional car was the real winner, 80

maybe GJA 205 stayed in thrs country after all. Who can solve this one?
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The car that came second, driven by P G Cooper, was OEL 505, chassis no. TS69. I have
corresponded with Mr;Cooper, 'who kindly supplied me with much of the information
contained in this article, and who is still running a motor business in New Milton,
Hampshire. Although he was at that time a Triumph dealer, he could not obtain
delivery of his own car in time for the rally, so borrowed the Bournemouth Triumph
dealer's demonstratot car. His own car, MCG 909, chassis no. TS1079, was delivered
in April, az ad achieved much subsequent success. OEL 505 appears from a photograph
that Mr Cooper sent to me to have been black, and had disc wheels. Incidentally

. I find it surprising that although many of these early TRs were specifically bought

}u;gfwith competition in mind, very few seemed to have been supplied with wire wheels

originally. Only the cars of Jerrett, Leavens and Miss Walker of these 13 seem to

\kihhzhave wires. Does anyone know whether wire wheels were offered as an optionsright

. from the beginning of TR production? Certainly in the January 1954 "Autocar'
road test, wires were not listed as an extra although several other items were.

The car that was fifth, driven by Bleakley, was ONF 378, registered in Manchester in
. January 1954. I can identify this car from a photograph published in Autocar in
..their report of the event. OHP 300, Denis Dome's car, was campaigned by him
'throughout that season with some success, and was I think almost certainly the car
he used to win the Liverpool Motor Club rally in January, thus making this car the ™~
- very first TR to achieve competition success, albeit a minor one. Mary Walker's

".,car was another to bear a Coventry registration, OWK 888 of December 1953. According

. to Mr Boddy, editor of "Motor Sport", this car had a "disgustingly loud exhaust note" -
. it must have sounded quite something to bring forth such a comment from a man not noted
. for complainlng about such things. Alchough there is a photograph of Jarrett's car
. in one of the contemporary reports, it is not possible to see the number plate
:clearey - it looks like OGX or something similar, followed by two digits, the first
»of which is a 2. If the car driven by V Cooper still exists, I should be surprised

“ lif it had managed to retain its registration number SMB1O to the present day, as this

vis the sort of number coveted by personalised registration freaks.

I have managed to trace Mr J E King who came 20th, and who has also lent me some
excellent photographs c¢f his car during the Rally. His car was registered on 23rd
. January 1954, UJO 440. It was supplied to him by Messrs Egles and Egles of Oxford,
" ‘and its original colour was, to quote Mr Klng, "Squashed strawberries and cream,
one of Lady Black's outrageous colour schemes!" He disliked the colour so much
that he had the car resprayed black prior to delivery, for a total cost of £12/10/-
_One car that did surv1ve, at least until 1971, was 089049, the car drivem by Mr
“'Eric Batte. This was on the early register files, owned by a Mr Hlnkley of Putney;—
Has anyome got it today?

Another driver with whem I have ccvresponded with is Mr B Leavens, the driver of
KAK 656. He mentions that he had previously always driven a Jowett, prepared by the
_ Jowett works in Bradford. In early 1954, Jowetts had just stopped production, so

:ffthe works manager there used some influence he had at Triumphs to procure a new TR2.
_+ This. sounds to have been some sort of clandestine arrangement as Mr Leavens was
fﬁwmerely told to report outqide Banbury rallway station one Saturday morning at 12

. o'clock with a cheque for . £1 QOO, when a new TR would duly be delivered to him, which

indeed it was! -He has also Ieht me some splend1d~ 'period” photographs of his car
“in action, which I am hav1ng copied w1th the hope that one or more may eventually
appear in TR Action. Mr Leaven's comment on. the TR was that it was even better than
he had expected it to be! R P

All in all, the success of the Triumphs was a maJor landmark in the cars history.
. The factory thought so. too, and used this ‘win in their publicity and advertisements
 for several months thereafter

Incidentally, although not 1nvolved in this event, another car with a history, details
of which I've dug up, was ORW 600, This car, owned and driven by a Mr James, covered
1003 miles on oxdinary roads (no motorways again) in 24 hours in August 1954, averaging
41,79 mph and 37,28 mpg!



Table of TR2s involved

Rally Number

155

42

153
217
86
215
";:;la
207
6
57
131, .
208

92

TECHNICAL TOPICS

SPITFIRE CHASSIS IDENTIFICATION

| »Started From -

Blackpool

Hastings

Blackpool
Blackpool

Hastings

 31ackpoo1

Biackpool

Blackpool

Vklackpool

Blackpool
Blackpool
Hastings

Hastings

October 1962
January 1963
September 1963
January 1964
December 1964
January 1965
January 1966
January 1967
January 1967
January 1969
October 1969
January 1970
December 1970
November 1970
January 1971
January 1972 .
1973 model year
1974 model year

Series and
Chassgis No.

FC1L
FC1525L

FG22665L

FC44656L

FC50001L.
FC71766
FC88904
FD1
FD39376
FD75000
FD80778 -
FD92803
FH3
FH5156
FH30963
FH50001
FH60001
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Driver/Co-Driver

J C Wallwork/J H Brooks

PG Cooper/O L Leighton
(Chassis No. TS69)

W Bleakley/P;Glaister

B Dicksbn/G Naugh

'J H King/M King

Miss M Walker/Miss J Dodds
DjDone/B Davis

E Elliott/D Wright
N.B»Jarrett/

Cooper/

<

E Batte/ (chas. no., TS556)
B Leavens/

R Cookson/

- -00o- - -

Mark 1 introduced .
Mark 1 continued

Overdrive and hardtop optionally available
‘Mark 1 continued

Position

1st

2nd

5th
14th
20th
21st
22nd

40th

Retired

Final Mark 1 chassis no, dlscontlnued

First Mark .2 (announced March 1965)
. Mark 2 continued
Final Mark 2 chassis number, discontinued

First Mark 3 (announced March 1967)

Mark 3 continued

Model changes for 1970 phased in

.- Mark 3 continued

First Mark 4
Mark 4 continued

- Mark 4 continued
.-Mark 4 continued

Mark 4 continued

;v:Flnal Mark 3 chassis number, dlSCOﬂ inued

Reg.NoL
GJA 205

~ OEL 505

ONF 378
ORW 863
UJO 440
OWK 888

v

OHP 300

06X ?
sgn 10
0859049
Kék 655

UPC 700
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SPITFIRE MILESTONES

October 1962 New two-seater sports car announced. Suspension, engine and
~ " transmission based on 1 147 cc Herald. ; Engine tuned to 63 bhp,

front disc brakes and winding windows standard.

October 1963 Overdrive and hardtop become available as options. Wire wheels
also option during life of Mark 1.

March 1965 Mark 1 version replaced by Mark 2. More power, 67 bhp, minor trim
and styling changes. :

October 1966 Spitfire-based GT6 announced (2-litre six-cylinder engine) but
Spitfire unchanged. :

March 1967 Mark 2 version replaced with Mark 3 with 1 29€ cc engine, more power
75 bhp at 6 000 rpm, integral folding hood, front bumper raised to
"bone in teeth" position across grille. Detail ex 2rior and interior
styling changes. o

October 1969 Minor styling changes to Mark 3, including new steering wheel,
badges and lighting positions.

November 1970 AFTER Earls Court Motor Show, Mark 4 replaced Mark 3. Modified

' rear suspension and all-syncromesh gearbox;introduced. Engine

slightly detuned because of new legislation. Major body engineering
changes, removal of external panel welds, completely new tail
styling , and new optional hardtop. Restyled interior and facisa
with major dials now infront of driver's eyec.

February 1973 Minor changes to styling in detail, smaller steering wheel,
reclining front seats; 2 in rear track increase and wooden
facia trim.

January 1974 Minor changes including anti-lift "daw" under front bumper.

SPECIFICATION - GENERAL

Engine

Number of cylinders : 4

Bore of cylinders 2,728" 69,3 mm
Stroke of crankshaft 2,992" 76 mm

Piston area ) 23,4 sq in 151 aq cm
Cubic capacity FEA V- 70 cu in 1,147 cc
Compression ratio I ' 9 or7,5tol - .y "
Valve rocker 0,010"(cold) 0, %54 mm

clearances - inlet
and exhaust

Valve timing (with valve rocker Inlet and exhaust valves to be equally
clearances set at 0,0165")(0,42mm) . open at T.D.C. ‘
Lubrication (Engine) . ' :
Type of pump ' Hoburn-Eaton high capacity double
E Qi ‘ " eccentric rotor i: S
0il filter R Purolator, A.C. Delco or Tecalemit .

full flow filter (replaceable unit),

Carburettors - Twin S.U. . The

Type H.S.2 : i

Jet needle o - AN, : o

Air cleaner - Twin Paper Elements ;in housing

Fuel pump = - . = - = ~A.C. mechanical

Fuel System o fre e EY Pt
Fuel tank . Location forward of .luggage compartment, '

No reserve tap fitted:: . y

FtednT
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Ignition System

Contact breaker gap 0,020" 0,4 mm
Spark plugs - type o _ Lodge CNY %" reach x 14 mm
Gap - High comp.’ o - 0,025" 0,64 mm
‘Low comp. o ~ 0,030" 0,76 mm"
Firing order 134 2 A
Ignition timing . Points open 170 B.T.D.C. ' (Static)
Electrical System ‘ '
Type ‘ - 12 volt, single wire, earth return. o
Battery _ Model BT 7A (Home) % A o
Capacity - }0 hour rate - 38" ampere-hour R
: VLLW_at 20, hour rate _ ' 43 ampere-hour i
Control box " Model RB 340
Generator Model C40-1
Suspension ' ' Low periodicity independent siispension.
o : . system with rubber and nylon bushed wishbone
Front o * ° | pivots. Patented screwed bottom bush and

" " top ball joint swivels. Coil springs
- controlled by telescopic type direct acting
dampers. Taper roller bear;ngs in hubs.

Rear s : Swing axle type “independent suspension,
transverse leaf spring and radius rods.
Ball and needle roller beafings in hdbs.

Rear Axle
Type .., Hypoid bevel gears. Axle center rubber
" mounted to chassis.
Drive Swing axle shafts driven through: needle
"béaring universﬂi coupllngs.,
Ratio - C allte1, A0
Gearbox
*T;pe:ﬁ - Eel iy speed’coristant mesh: jSyncromesh on 2nd,
3rd and top.
Control | _,; ,' . Centre floor remote control.
Top 3rd 2nd 1st/Rev.
Ratios to 1 1.0 1.39 2.16 3.75
Overall ratios 4.11 5.73 8.87 15.40
Chassis Data :
Frame : R ' T Separate - constructed frcm bax section
members.
Wheelbase 6' 11" - leozmm yiooo S UER
Track - front 4 1" © 1245 mm - I
PRI -'rear . ' e 4 0". o 1229 S
Groqu c19§xance (static laden) IR, . . 125 gm
+!Turning circle S 2 0 7320 mm

Steering unit » ‘ Rack and p1nion. ..
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Brake System ..

Type - front wheels
rear wheels

Front'lining area. . . V. 12 sq in.
Front swept area 144 sq in.
Rear lining area 34 sq in.
Rear swept areéa - . 3wiv ‘55 8q in.
Total lining area ‘= 46 sq in.

Total swept area STIRREEI
Operation Trpe, e

i

“ngo.only.,

Cdpacities = . viToooo Imperial
" Fuel tank =~ = -7 8% galls.
Engine sump 7 pints
Gearbox e 1% pints
Rear axle ' '™ : o 1 pint
Cooling system - with heater 9% pints
.. i 1. ‘without heater  .8% pints

- ‘Exterior ‘Pimensions ¢ il v i ot
Overall length 12 1
Overall width 4' 9"
Overall height - with hood, unladen 3' 113"
coisse T i wichout hoody

-2iynladen: - . 3' 8%"

"Weight Capprox.) S
Dry (excluding extra eguipment) 13% cwt
Complete (inc. fuel, oil, water

& tools) . 14% cwt

Road Speed Data

Engine“Speed at a read speed-of:: . Top
10 mph oo 1635
10 km.ph 395

- - -60o- - -

-

199 Sq ina . e UL
Pedal operates all four brakes:hydraulically,
- -Handbrake coupled mechanically to.zear wheels

“TCéliper disc brakes; disc dia, 922
. 'Drum brakes, 7% x 1%" wide,. Lleading
and trailing shoe. :

3rd
890
550

oY SIS 23 B

77.42 sq em:

928.03 sq cm
219.36 sg.om . v
354.84 sq cm T
296,78 sq cm s
1283.87

8q-. cm

pERN S TRt

Metric . iU, S.A,
36,7 litres 9,9 galls.
4 litres 8,4 pints
0,85 litres c 1,8 pints
0,57 litres 1,2 pints
5,4 litres 11,4 pints
4,8 litres 10,2 .pints
368 cm
145 cm i:‘!:.;{-'l; RIS
120 cm MG
112 em k
700 kg
736 kg
{ e
2nd 1st/Rev.
1375 2385
855 1480

Road speed at 1,000 rpm in top gear: .- .
15,75 mph (approx.)

WHEELS editor, Peter Robinson, was one of a privileged few who drove the:fkwo:
-new Leyland .spoxts.cars months. before even the Poms were allowed to see them.
He reckons they prove Leyland gtill believes in sports cars: s

POWER AND FUN FOR- THE TR "

i

aane e 0
RS LA B RS

We were caughﬁ;éeﬂﬁaﬁded, labelled as "Influential Americans" and’sensationally

dispatched to appear on the front page of the Birmingham Post the’néxt day.'

Scooped by a livewire photographer who just happened to be passing the Ponington
Park, England, motor racing circuit as our small group of American, Canadlah]
Australian, and one Japanese, motoring writers snatched previous minutes in the
av~tin T Togland hoas alueeye wented te build hot couldn't until now.



It was a classic cagse of . the tradit1ona1 scoopers being scooped. And much to the
annoyance of the British motoring press who hain't been allowed near a TR7
convertible or TR8, only to wake up to find the much wanted cars staring out
across- the porrtdge from their morning papers. Even after the official American
release on May 1 the Poms will find it ‘hard to extract cars from Leyland because
all the early pvoduction of the soft top TR7 and the Rover V8 powered TR8s are
destined for the. lucratlvc American market,

Australians, too, wxlt have to wait for the new cars but they should begin arriving
early in 1980 although the TR8 is even further away. So we - WHEELS and Melbourne
Age motoring man Chris de Fraga - were lucky to be included with the international
group who had come to England to drive the new Series Three Jaguar sedans and stayed
to have a go at the two new Triumphs,

The newspaper was spot on when it clalmed "The reaction of the American Journalists
is vital for the company which aims to have the cars in the US in time for the Spring
(Northern) selling season" because Triumph plans to send 80 percent of all TR? ‘
convertibles to America. .Our very short time with the cars was conclusive enough

to show that they are going to sell extremely well. Indeed the sooner Leyland

can get an open version of the TR8 onto the market the sooner it will reap & huge
harvest of sales.

When we visited the new TR assembly line at Canley in February, Triumph was buildlng
460 cars a week. This was expected to rise to 695 the following week andreach 1 OOG
.cars a week in Septsmber. The build ratio is planned to be three convertibles to.
one coupe with abcout 100 V8s coming down the line when production reaches” the rate
of 750 cars a week,

1f the reaction of the American journalists counts for anything the demand for the
V8 is going to be impossible to mget unless the ratios are changed or the convertible
TR8 - now.scheduled for release later this year - is built in at least equal numbers.

There would have been an_ .open TR7 f*om the beglnning but for the belief in Britain
that soft top cars were going to be outlawed by American safety leglslatxon.‘ Such‘
laws never eventuated, of course.; despite the death of American convertibles.
Inevitably, however, the number of open cars available dropped off because manu-
facturexrs were reluctant to ee51gn ard tool up for a car w1th an apparently lxmited
life cycle. T o , )

But inte:est in pure sgp- cars - those genuine wind-in-the-hair cars - never dxed
and the lack of modern -~ " tops has kept alive the ancient MGB, MG Midge* and
Triumph Spitfire which reclly should have been allowed to die gracefullv years

ago. In fact they would have been replaced by far more modern cars if the proposed
American legislatlon hadn't been so strongly antlcipated

The TR7 was one of the new ‘ge~eration of Leyland sports cars and 1n1t1311y it was only
intended to be built 2s a coupe. Now, with the knowledge that open cars are going to
be allowed. in America, Leyland has decided to do something about meeting the pent up.
demand for new sports cars. Hence the open TR7.

Superficially it is the 'TR7 with the roof chopped off. No'tatgeﬂtoﬁi{if:; Just
pure, enjoyable open motorln? To aur eyes the convertible is far better looklng
than. the coupe. The . hlgh Malstllne is retained, of course, and’ even the windscreen
and non-epening ftost qUarter vent: w1ndow is carried over but the sleek wedge shape
ig lightened and even the rather. ugly sweeplng crease works since it ‘matches the
bodyline and doesn' t have a roofiine to clash with. With the. réof in place it still
looks neat and more attractive without the squared-off roofline of the ‘coupe.

According to the brief ope01f1catlons Leyland gave us for the TR7 (and TRS“ hie
convertible ig slightly longer (because it has the Amerlcan crash bumper:b_14W€
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11 mm lower with the roof in place and weighs 35 kg more than the Australian
specification model. The extra weight being body reinforcement in the floor pan,
front scuttle and front subframe. &

In order to eliminate the scuttle shake which exists on the TR7 coupe and was
exaggerated on the early open prototypes Leyland adopted - after consulting Rover
designer Spen King - a device common to many American cars of the late .'20s-early
'30s. The idea is simply to carry a large mass in the front bumper bar to establish
the same harmonic balance as the dashboard. Added weight wut it works, at least .
on the cars we drove on smooth English roads.

These small changes apart, the TR is unchanged in its specification apart from the
obvious differences which exist between British, American and Australian engine
specs. Leyland had three of the new cars for us to try. The TR8 and the manual -
TR7 convertible were both left hand drive prototypes to American specifications,
while the automatic convertible was right hand drive and carried a British engine,

Despite the cold two degrees Centigrade temperature it seemed pointless not to drive
the convertible with the hood down. Lowering the roof is easy. Leyland has clearly
advanced beyond the tiresome procedures of the olders MGBs and Sprites. You still

need to get out of the car to release eight fasteners securing the hood to the body
but once this is done it folds down simply and hides under a stowage cover. A full
tonneau cover is not yet available although Triumph indicated it planned to have one
out by the time the car went on sale in Britain, -

The improvement in appearance is carried across to the driving and to the finish.
Certainly Triumph's quality control has improved with the move from Speke to Canley
although any Japanese car maker would be appalled at the amount of manual labour
employed in the assembly of cars.

Still, they feel tighter and far more- fun to drive than the closer version. With
the windows up the car is relatively breeze free, only an area of turbulence
immediately behind the driver's head causes any problems and even tha, given the
right temperature, would be part of the enjoyment of open motoring.

Certainly the TR7 will. cruise comfortably at 110 km/h without either noise or a
permanent blizzard to destroy the pleasure. Performance is reasonable though the
four-cylinder engine still doesn't behave as we feel such a real sports car deserves.
. There is some fan noise, the valve gear clatters and the engine isn't as willing °
_to spin to the redline of 6500 rpm as it should be. Still, it is so much a nicer
car than the coupe we can't help but agree with Leyland's prediction on the sales
ratiq.(; R Y . o . .

R

The TRB.iS“Véf; differentJ of course, and while it will be one of the greatsleepef
cars in traffic light Grands Prix it does seem rather a shame that there won't be a
bigger. visual.difference between the eight and its far more mundane four-cylinder
sister. ... .. ~-. DI _ -

Only a tiny bonuet bulge and twin exhaust pipes will give the TR8 away. That and its
prodigious performance. Here is the logical successor to the 240Z two-seater and
Aus tin-Healey 3000 and, perhaps even, the open E-Type Jaguar. Our car had been
rallied by Rover-Triumph managing director, Jeff Herbert, had been crashed atlléast
twice - once in Germany - (but not by Herbert), and led a hard life as an American
spec. prototype. Despite this and the fact that it had an air pump which whined .
and lowered the power output.from the Rover 3500's British figure of 155 bhp at
5250 to just 133 bhp at 5000 rmp whilé torque dropped from 240 ft-1b at 3000 zmp "'
to 198 ft-1b at 2500 rmp it drives like a five-speed rocket. ’ o

The acceleration is brilliant. Leyland talks about standing 400 metres time of .
around 16 seconds with 0.96 km/h in 8,4 seconds. Whether?theseﬁtimeéra:ebfbtfthe

American specification car oxr the still years away British version we can't be sure,
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although I suspect they are probably for the American car. There is power everywhere
in any gear and’'this accéntuates the caf*l 11 tnoftruversteat -characterigtics. .:Fum
but needs learning. Al & R

The TR8 gets bigger brakes'- but atill with drums at the rear - and revised sprfﬁg
and damper rates although the light alldy’ Rover V8 weighs virtually the same :as :the
Triumph four. SBNURL L

 Triumph's figures give hhe weight at 1176 kg, 73 kg more than the open TR7, but they
" dont' explain where the extra weiglit coié¢s from. What's totally obvious from the
moment the driver.engages the,elutggogg ,that the 133 bhp has all the performance
increases you'd expect over the 85,5 bhp of the TR7. Leyland's engineers t&ik- abou:
a top speed on the high side of fOGfEm/h ‘and with:the<tall ‘3,08 final drive ratio -
(the same ratio as the Rover 3500)_and the overdriye gearing of the excellent Rover
five-speed gearbox that seems pessimistic.

The TR8 has power-assisted rack and pinion steering with just 2.8 turns lock® “Ee" lock
- again:it jis ‘borrowed from the Rover : for a tyrping. cicle which is slightly large;
thanntbeﬂfourncylindex ,cars. The. scee:ing is. gxcellent, responsive, dfgect dnd
sufficiently heavy to.provide junt thp right amgunt of ar;ifi?zai feel_ﬂ_v fao”
makes the c8r more, _easily managed through a series pf tight corners for there len
the build-ypqin steering forces that. can make. the driwing,%he TR7 tiring"”;ﬂi‘,‘

thrrse

Leyland wouldn't talk price on the e cars not to be quoted anyway, Bot we ‘weré”
led to believe that by translating comparable prices for US gars into Austrllian .
dollars the TR7 convertible would be around $1000 more than, ;ﬁe coupe by the time’

it reaches us. Of the TR 8 .... your guess is probably aa good as ours. We figure
it will, on today's price lists, have a tag of around 514 000. Your dollars won't .
buy another car that will accelerate as quickly. : et

Now if the quality of the cars can be maintained the TRB - and especially in open
form - is going to have sports car buyers queuing and will provide proof that

the open car hasn't died through lack of interest but because nobody has given the
public a simple, relatively cheap and modern sporty to buy. When Leyland does,
the sky is the limit. ~

T St . S . e

(Reprinted’ frou "Wheels",

CARS FOR SALE

commerd Livsh A

1956 TR3 Offefa around R1500 consideted. v

. vt apd1) A
- Sqndblaeted Primed in ch Rich" Epoxy, Over-coated with Green -
““" Polyurethane, New Fron€- Sgspénsion, Discs Skimmed,  Rear Sprxngs
re-set, rear shocks re-built, Axle rehuilt, new steering box,
Handbrake and cables fitted, body pads fitted, new rear brakes

cylinders.

Chassis

Can be rolled around on wheels.
Body - All panels available. GRRTY VA LNAT

Body shell underside .- (floor pan & arches), de-tuated repqired and
coated in epoxy, upperside and other panels reasonably rust proof
and with most. repair work coumpleted. ,

ot

A few spare panels availableytizliqe

\\"‘

Engine ~ New shellsnand(seals - generally in good runni
oil pressute, e;c. £ o1 ‘

3ot

“ééndition - godd
ayiYdic . SR, g

R S5 £ TR
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- M r’i .4 "3
ey IR AR :

“Gear box ' ° - with overdrive, needs some atfention to bottom gear and
' ‘ o/drive cone clutch. .
Axle - Rebuilt w1th new bearings and seals.
“Flﬁtings - Deahboard cqqplete with original Gnuges .and Switches, except
o temp. gauge. -
Most other parts available, inc some  new. et
" 'Rubbers - most rubbers are ava,ila_hle4 are new and - origihui type.

Wiring : - New Loom in correct colours anﬂi fittihgs avai]a ble. t i

Trim . - Patternsfor most parts availablg..m;':, S :“m«; Lo
..Accesories - Original jack and wheel bracexi*fi'lpl' Lo i‘?g

§2§£EE , B LT

is. IR S

Chassis, Engine block and crankshaft, gear box)" axle casin % shafta (plenty)

brake parts, steering columns and boxes (about ¥ or 5), sus nsion parts (plentg}
liners, pistbna, calipers, brake drums and shoes, ptop. ahafts, btake cables, .. .
camshafts, sumps, oil pumps, flywheel, engine parts; gear'bok parts, body panels.
(rusty), hub caps, trim parts, rear springs, petrol®tanks, steering wheel, gauges,
carburettors, lights, hooters windscreen, pillars and framea.
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1957 TR3: Purchased from Rob Thompson. Has had starter and geatboc overhau1ed,

The car is a bit of a mixture of TR2 and TR3. Contact JUSTIN SPAYLOR,
Box 31, UMFOLOZI, 3925 (tel. Mtubatuba 2604) or DUNCAN HAWTHORN at
tel. 0352 804. Aaklng price is R1900.

Dr David Swan would like to sell his soft-top MGB, because he would like to buy
a TR6 (this request was received before the petrol vent up). He.saye 'MGB
Roadster driving owmer -round boredom bend - TR6 extremely urgently required".
David can be contacted at Adding;on Hoapital in, Dux#an. (Tel 373333).

gl m Dy LR

I

SPARES AVAILABLE

From Mike Weaton, Box 10162;1Marine Parade, 4056,

R65,00

Front hub assembly Triumph 1500 BRRE
Front right bumper overrider, Spitfitre Mk 3 '
Clutch master cylinder Triumph 1500 R30,62
Reverse gear Triumph 1500 _ R50,00
3rd gear Main shaft Triumph Spitfire Mk 3 "R40,00
Steering ball joint, Triumph Spitfire R15,00

Cluster gear counter shaft Triumph 1500

R60, 00
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Crown wheel and.pin;on 4, 1 1 Patio; w},?{éynjogbo_.
Pistons cogplete with ripgpd& gudgeon .. ... .
e pins. 0<0. for. Triumph Dolomite,;

Toledo 1973 onwards o ﬂk2§:00'é§éh“
_ 2nd _gear Mainshaft Triumph 1500, .. ... R4Q,00
3rd gear Ma1nshaft Triumph 1500.. .. .. R40 QQ
LETTERS

Dear Sponsor

Now that the Grand Prix is over, we would Iike to thank you for your participation -
without you it could not have happened.

We appreciate your contribution to.the Save The -Grand Prix Fund and would like.

- to stress that the success. _of the ‘Grand: Pr1x depended‘on peOple such as yourselves

)

Thank you - 1f we managed to achieve something poaicive, it was' only because of you.
Yours faithfully

_ ROBIN BINCKES, ..

Mandaging DireCCOr, Robin ‘Binckes Promotions
(Promotions and Public Relations Consultants)
- Communications House, 38 Stanley Avenue
Auckland Park*2092 Johannéaburg '

o

‘CENTRE REPQRTS

R

Port Elizabeth - Roux vah der Merﬂe wrltes° SR 'jeéﬁQQ

Things are rather quiet TR-wise “dnd our’ first get rogether in March was vgry
paarly attendéd 178till don't fnow what has" happeﬁed to all Our members, h
‘'go- berhaps through*this column 1" could ask those who were nbt present to contéct
me ‘80 that I.can establish the extent of interest." Unfortunately it does not
lobk as. ‘1f'we shall ‘be’able to host the 1980°TR Réliy 45" hoped, but'I am glad
to’ ‘hea# 'that East ‘Londorni is interested, and they can ‘dount on Our support with
‘the organtsation, if neéded: “Brian Morritt of E.L. has ¢qntacted me, and I

" hope‘to take the TR2 down there”if andwhen I can get the d. .. thing" sorted
-Cam-Miller and Rene ‘de- Villlers did a"grand’ ‘job to ffnd and fly down a brand

/“fiew Michelin X, but since then my distributor (rebuilt by the locaI experts).

- Has no vétuum and too much ecentrifugal “advarice, and”the 'water pump (rebuilt =~
by se+eee... ete.) wails like a roots blower. But I did get a brand new

P temperature gauge from” ‘Cox and Buckles at £14, 75 and ‘I can confirm that it é'f
CAT absqutely as doriginal in every detall ‘And " two bgautrle PL700 headlampa, .

which as Swan WLil ‘no: doubt be ‘quick” to poin* out, are not otiginal but better

than sealed beams And beautifﬁl. R o

Tim‘Robertson .continues ‘to fly the’TR flag”dnd ‘covers vast tracks of virgin outbaak
every weekend in his indestructible TR3. Tim's krowledgeable advice and’ assistance
is a great help to members here, and we do appreciate it. Derrick Cowie (TR4)
“is also“still'on ‘the road:-(bat: thréatening tod6: major work) = and that’s about it,
‘Sad news iy that Jélin‘ Axon “has emigrated 6 e UK, “taking his newly—acquired

’T%B with: him, * John Hampedn ‘has also“disappeated, buﬁ ‘Dennis Hurter and Barry

; Dix-Péek are. still*with ‘us, “dnd-both ‘at -the "dy “God what havé T done" stage after
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stripping down. Richard de Beer runs a 'custom shop for cars, vans and “lkes B
and turn out some mean bolides, complete with glitter paint’ and fat tatkmsJ
Three ¢” us pinned him down and threatened him. ﬁntil’ﬁe promised not. to try any
of that sort of nonsense w1th his TR - which he' has Vet to start on.<'<, e
That's 211 from the Frlendly City If anyone elsge hef@”is on ‘the" road (or oq the
way) take & run to 68 Amsterdam Hoek and drop in for a ‘chat. If ‘you've got &
spare distributor or a water pump ..........."

Joharnesburg - Rene de Villiers reports:

o

May, June, July and once again it is report time. Sometimes I wish "Sabrina"
~was a. menihly. publication for then. I wouldn t have to write: suoh 1ong reports

(jo‘&e) . . FREAN I o H L

First) the-gocial aspects and:pretty car scene,. followed. by used spares *nd -

. lpstly - &rd here:alloyou owners/drivers (and especially re+builders) must tune in. ._
This introduction is provided especially so that the more dynamic entrepreneurs
emong - us can skipgthe drivel and; get on with the nitty gritty.

The “scial “cene/The Concours Scene AR

Sunday 22 Apwril 1979 dawned and at 07hl5 four lonely TRs congregated at the Pickin'
Chicken Loachouse (Sorry Derek - the very, lekker. chicken), .Gome O7h30 and we . .
pulled out to meet the rest of the body of 3gorts cars at V1p 3 Viking Restaurant -
ycu kncw, where the aeroplane sits on top og the, cafer‘ The, main problmmv*oparklng
which ha” suddenly become scarce due to the many other nakes abaut. .. The, procession
le ™ for Vanderbijlpark and stretched over many kilometres of Golden Highway.

At the Holiday Inns, parking was again a problem but we managed to locate most TRs -
together and repaired for breakfast. ''Be prepared for about 140 people' the Inn
had been warred. There were 139 cars and nearly 400 people. Simple arithmetic
tells us that breakfast is beautiful at the end of a very long quet&. At 11h30
soue strigglers were still finding their way to breakfast. . Outside,. the sun was
shining and 2 magnificent display of cars, cars, cars met the eye. Turbotharged
Porsches, Morgansg, Ferraris, a '36 Plymoyth (was he lost?), Alfas, a Flamingo Dart, —
17 TRs, Jégo- _f(from XK's "to E‘types) Healeys and - oh yes' MGs, gligtened

in the mid mox .ng ljght., After a braa; at John Roets' we proceeded home at dusk
011y tc he stoppea at 29. ‘minutes after sunset with the firm request that - full
headlighite (not just’ parklng lights, sir) are required at sunset. Nothing of

your half-hour dfter sunset either, sir, the ordlnance was changed recently -
January 1978, in' fact To remind you, hére is an inv1tatlon to contribute R30, 00
to the c"pacioue pocket of the local’ authorities. . Sorry sir,.no tlme to argue .-
how can you say it .is a waste of time? ' Rules are rules, orders are orders, and
ther' 5 “V crders. An 1mpassioned plea in writing follows, complete with charqcter
referencss ¢~ d"iver and car, and 10. complete remission!  So be. warned as I am.

Our spplication to Join other motoring bodles and one-make clubs was suceessful and
we now share the "Roll Bar" with them. Here is a note for all diaties: .the third
Tuceddy of ‘each month; '19H30; the "Roll Bax", '2nd Floor, Alba Hotel,, De Korte
Street ‘(betwzen Biccard and Melk Streets) Braamfontein.. All vlsltors to .
Johanneghurg are welcome to join us monthly at this dellghtful venue which now has
even more atmosphere since Andrew Swan arranged for -2 few blown-up photog;@phs of
’“maﬂy ”ﬁs In uctio1 on Kyalami D -y

b SRR AR

N

_Aq sst ls copcourse tlme, and in a very bxg way too when the Healey~boys get“onganlsed.
jiTﬁfg Je had to . select Qur . entrants and provide photographs and write-ups . o£

eaeﬁ” WIS we ﬁag our elimlnatlon round at the Zoo Lake on Sunﬂay 8 July..... We had
het *_j@gé Egr%out of 3'3 3AT s, etc. rlght up.to 6's (1nclud1ng a.5) as well as
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3 Spitfires - the start of big things in- this: 1itt1e league.- " John:Musty's

partly rebuilt 3A (red) arrived on a trailer and for good measure he brought along

his spray painter who'was. suddenly given enough work till Christmas. -The contest

is in two separate classes; viz.  CToncours d'Etat for cars in: pristxne condition
including" authenticity etée; and ~ubjected to inte e gérutiny. - Then there is the
Concours d'Elegance which is: judged by persomnlities such as TV stars and beauty

queens, thz winner being selected purely on the appearance of the car and the
attire of the oceupants, ~“In & class all by itcself is'last year?s witiner - that’

Arctic white & (ourionly'4 in this neeck of the woods, by the way) from Benoni owned

by Campbell Miller. The car which uzkes growm MG-men weep and gnash their teeth,

makes Alfa-ounérshuddle together and plot atrategy =~ in short, the car- whlch demanded

a class of its gyn simply: because othsr conteiatants could'not, nay;would not, compege
against it. This car will be displayed by itself surrounded by all the trophies of

the day. ' - 'Othex;contéstarits from’siur- clib are Eddie Steelée (yellow QA) Doug Ward
(White 4A), John Roets {Red 3A);Peter Johnson (red 3A) ‘and me (blde’ 3) “Authentjicity
judges are Alan Grant; John: Dob.omu afid Richard Baker. ' The Concours d'Elegance
contestants arc Andrew Swan (red 3), Alan Grant (black 3), and three more to be
selecteds The'recsults will be kﬁown ‘&t 16h30" ori 4 August 1979. " ‘Watch this space

for further reporis.

Used spares

There were two long weekends during May/Jun2 and we 'seélectéd the second one of .them
to go down to Durban and collect the used spares which the Natal people had no use
“for. :John Roéts:very kindly organibed a'Ford F-100' “truck and small trailer and on
Thursday morning sa' et out-from' Juhannesbﬁrg for what provéd to“be three" days of
TR talk and TR spares. The long drivé at 90 km/hr ‘seemed short as we ‘stopped: off
to browse rxrough scrap yards along the way. At Queensburgh, where the Chalrman
lives, we were faced with a modfitain of ‘spares. ' 'Wé Borted, packed; unpacked
arranged, rcarranged. Those cof you who have been to the Moore residence will
comprehend the saga that followed to move the iron from the house to the street."
For those who have not yet ezen the angle and the width of what is called a driveway,
it will take scme few thousand words to describe the batclc of horsepower and
manpower zzainct an inclinc, the unpacking (&gain!¥ the repacking®(yes! again).
Three hours later wa were speedin~ (£72) to Howick. At Howick some more unpacking
followed, then Lack to‘¥Mcore's for the rest of theé goodies. - Saturday afternoon-
and R8O, 00 petrol later - and th"t befcre the 8 June pr1ce hlke - we were back 1n
Johannesburg. Coe et :

The extensive sorting and listing was all worthwhile when the ‘enthusiasts ‘arrived
in ones, twos cnd threes and [ought and bought. The R400,00 odd in proceeds
now resides safely in the Trfumph Sporis Car Club Spares Fund. In the meantime
the balance left at Howick “~35 also arrived and has been put 1n the 'shop" at my
house. Updated lists will be circulated shortly. - - e el

PER |

New spares - Crd hmers om0 e Comine

After a lot of hot air had been ventilated at our May noggin Alan Grant 81mp1y
took ‘a collection plate;- put his own R25,00 in it and st ~ted ‘twisting arms.v ‘Within
half an hour the. SPARES -FUND was born with R150, OO'..__. Contributions now- numbet :

17. wieh more “Jlling in.~ Add Eo Ehls the procéeds of sa;es fr&m'used”Spere and |

ST S LS A |

jus€ bver‘Fl OOOKOO altog “Tlgp The Nationel Secretary has promised a fdrthet :
R500 ;00 Sfrom* Club funds which makes the Spares Fund a force to Bé reckoned it
A spares commi Lte¢ was- férmed:  Johi Roets - Ghéxrmhn “R'de’Villers - Secretafy,

members Richard Baker and Peter Barmes, the last named representing the Splt‘ire_
“inﬁetéﬁfa"‘”be cd&mﬂttee ‘et and dacided - the,foliaw:ng o e R

ZVPJ.;.S % RN k. CLoRW o TEnldns el

boatnd
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(1) The import permit to be increased to R2 000,00

(2) An initial order will be placed with Cox & Buckle for those items not
- . locally available, eg. stainless steel mudguard beadings; wiring harnesses;
top -and bottom windscreen rubbers; -hinges; bonnet dzus clips, boot 1lid-
;.. and spare cover rubbers, grilles for 2, 3, 3A etc. RIS

(SJQQAny m”mbet who needs a specific hard to come by part.must ontact John Roets
o waat 01491-3545 (h) and he will include the item in the main order. :

(4) Members w1th a list amounting to say R50,00 or more will be invited to
_ include their order Wlth the main order on a cash first basis. .

. (5) Contrlbuto"s to the Spares Fund (ie, those who have made their loans’ of

: 'R25,00) will be able to buy spares at list price plus a small mark-up to -

- cover costs.. Non-contributors will pay a premium of 20% to 25%.

.. (6) :Closing date for the order will be 21 August 1979 - after the next noggin.

(7) 1In future, spares (new and used) will be sold to paid up members only.
Membership cards are obtainable from Graham Cheetham in Durban. ’

to

-uRepair and specialist services

At each noggin, members will be 1nvited to share information regarding specialists
4in their field or organisations who rendered good service. Ultimately a booklet
w111 be produced. .Here is the beginning of it:-~ i :

Wire wheels (rebuilds + repairs) Keith Watson 849 3251 (h)

Grommets: Wﬁrth
0il seals: Payen Gaskets

Pheumatics & hydraulics
Chtomirg: --Geo. Cloud, Village Road, Village Main - 834 4841
Beehire lenses: Nbrman Ewving, 40 Ivy Road, Norwood

Stainless:steel exhausts: A Grant - 411585 (h) .

[

Durban - Chris de Wet reports:‘

Petrol - oh! the price of petrol! I fear lean months ahead but we've had:some -
fun this past quarter

- It a11 started off on Sunday 6 May w1th a bit of fun in the sun at Albert Falls
outside Pietermaritzburg after a lekker run organised by Ian Greig. There was an
"element of competition, of course, and the results proved that some of us are
. better judges of speed than others! The results brought Graham Cheetham in his
TR3 in first, Chris de Wet mit Stag second, followed by Dick Gant, Boet Lourens
and lastly (surprisingly) John Moore. We rounded off with a few brown bottles
(alias beers) and a cremation (braai). (Guess who's into CB then')

l'-‘
Our Noggin n Natter on 25 May was a total disaster - nobody seemed to fancy playing
Bing methinks! However, a couple of weeks later we had a good time chasing after
non-existent robots in a treasure hunt around Pinetown. This was very well planned
by Dick and Jane Gant, but sadly an extra robot crept into the route instructions!
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I don't think I've ever passed so many Triumphs in my life before - but they all’
looked just the same: This gave another victory to the Cheetham, 'cos he knew

all along that that robot didn't exist - he claims to be domiciled in the vicinity.
Second came Ian Greig, third Chris de Wet, fourth Boet Lourens and fifth Geoff Harvey.

Friday 22 June saw the start of a new idea - Noggins at members' homes. Graham
kicked off at his place and the turnout was fair, and so I gather was the state of
the flat afterwards! Sadly 1 was on holiday at the time and missed the event.

This past Sunday, 15 July, saw a Classic Car Breakfast Run which is described below
by Jane Gant due to (again!) ry non-attendance, this time caused by ill-health.
Look forward to the same run again next year.

Half-past seven on a winter's Sunday morning - when all self-respecting folk are
still in the realms of oblivion - saw approximately 50 classically mad motorists
plus wives and families converging on the Hammarsdale/Inchangs interchange on the
Durban/Pietermaritzburg freeway. This splendid turnout comprised Triumphs (10),
Morgans (6), Jaguars (6), Lancias (1), MGs (7 or 8), Rovers (12), Mercedes (5 or
6) and Healeys (2). A quiz devised by Graham Cheetham kept navigators busy as
we ascended through swirling mist to the Rob Roy Hotel, where we tucked in to a
most welcome breakfast. The hour or so after breakfast was spent inspecting and
admiring the various cars. The results of the quiz were as follows:

Rever Club 21,67 points
Mercedes 20,75 "
Morgan " 20,80 "
MG " 17,73 "
Healey " 16,88 "
Triumph " 13,44 "

Top individual scorers were Hennievan den Berg (MG) and R Weingartz (Rover),
both with 23 points.

Altogether amost enjoyable and encouraging event. Our thanks to Graham Cheetham
for his efforts in organising the run.

And now folks - the line-up for the coming months. At our last Commitee Meeting

it was decided to reduce the number of events in an attempt to increase our turnoutsg -
on the assumption that the price of petrol is proving a considerable disincentive.

In future we will have a run one month and a Noggin the next - more or less. If

you feel this is too little activity for your liking, or indeed too much, let your
Committee know. Anyway, here goes:-

Settlers Weekend - 1/2/3 September - Weekend Away at the Happy Wanderers
Caravan Park, Kelso, South Coast

Wednesday 10 October (Kruger Day) - The John Liddelow Trophy Run (this
should be real economical)

Happy and Triumphant Motoring!

- — 000~ ~ ~

FOR SALE: 1 set Mahle 85 mm Pistons and Sleeves. Brand new and in box. Best
offer over R100 secures. Contact Richard Baker - 011-281380 (W),
011-838 3843 (H).



