


|AEBE±!¥4                                                                                 ''FE BF`UAR¥  19 79
The  official  Ho..aletter  of  tits  rl'R  Regi§tt3r  of  SgA.

EDITORIAL

Well,   there  rie  are,   ancither  year  gone.     Goodne.ss,   how  time  slips  away!
I  was  talking  to  Ian  Johnson  the  other  day  and  hc  brought  up  tfie  topical
subject  of  petrol,   mentioning  that  he  could  remember  buying  petrol  at  2./6d  a
gallon.     Even  Since  I  have  been  in  the  country  I  have  §6en .dy  weekly  petrol
bill   increase  from  R2,OO  to  R12,00.'     The  problem  is,   however,   that  all   triese
increases  are  going  to  affect  the\Clubg  because  everyone  is  going  to  look
far  more  closely  at  petrol  usage.    And  it  is  not  just  tha  motoring  events,
but  the  REoggin  'n  iiatter  events  as  wello   Since  these  also  require  travelling
to.     Thether  this  means  tha.t  we  shall  have  to  reduce  the  number  of  events  we
°r8an±::::u::t;p::a:h:::th:::::y:e:f-c::e:::::::;r::gc:::S::ttingtoan.

end,  unless  we  take  the  view  that  petrol  can  be  mde  to  go  furth.er  if  it  is
used  efficiently.     There  are  all  sorts  of  ways  to  ixprove  petrol  consumption.
Just  look  at  ny  own  car  -  I  have  petrol  1p.aking  at  the  pump  and  from  tr+e
advance-retard  pipe  carberettor  co:nnectic;r„   the  carburettor. jets  are  adjusted
to  give  a  richer  mixture  rather  than  a  leaner  one,   I  can'`t  set  the  timing
precis`ely  because  I  turned  the  pulley  round  on  its  f ixing  bolts  a  number  of
years  ago9   so  the  marker  ain't  were  it  shou.1d  be,   and  there  are  probably  other
points  that  could  make  the  car  more  efficienp  mechanically  than  it  `is.

ThenJthere  is  the  way  we  driveo     Nobod}'  can  dispute  tb.a.  fact  that  taking
off  at  robots  at  5000  rpm with  tyres. burning  is  ][Iiore  expensive  on  fuel  than
taking  off  gently  at  minimal  revs.

I  once`achieved  over  46  mpg  going  to  JIIB   (without  overdrive) ,but  this  was
helped  by  driving  at   lower  speed   (50  mph)   and  coasting  down  the  hills.`   You
may  frown  at  coastin.g,  but  it  certainly  is  a  fuel  saver.

But  we  are  fortunate  indeed  witri  our  early  TRs,   since  the  engine  is  aL
economical  unit  in  any  case,  but  coupled  with  an  overdrive  on  a  3,7   :   1  diflfl.
you  have  got  one  of  the  most  economica-i  2-litre  cars  on  the  road®     A.  rather
less  rosy  picture  can  be  said  of  the  TR69  particularly  if  it  is  a  fuel  injection
model,  but  light  driving  habits  and  attention  to  mechanical  efficiency  can
give  startling  results.  Remember  that  the  ratio  of  power  to  mss   (weight)will
always  be  better  for  our  cars  when  compared  Fo  a  saloon  vehicleg   so  pcrhap§  the
very  fact  that  we  drive  TRs  is  helping  the  drive  to  greater  fuel  econony.          I

Perhaps  someone  wojld  like  to  write  an  article  on  fuel  saving  in  TRs `for
publication  in  SABP`INA.      (A  hint  for  articles  again).

Graham  Cheetham.

rwtEw  REMBERS

We  would   like   to  welcome  the  following  new  members   :-

DAVE   WRIGHT,   University   of  Natal   (Chem.   Eng.   Dept.),   King  George  V  Avenue,
Durban,   4001.   TR3  r(TS8   207789   TS   21265   E,   TP`   756).

HELEhTA  WIESE,   39   Clyde   St,reet.    Bellville9    7530.   TR3   (TS   196829   TS   88.30   E,   TR680).;
ro.AI   CRUICKSHAEN]K,16   Escohoe   Crescents   Freeland  Park,   Scottturgh.,   4180o   TR3A.     `    .j..
JOIN   HATFIELD,   P.0.Box   11127,   3)orpspruitg   3206.   TR2   (TS   8411,   TS   8833  E).
J.D.THOENTOHg   89   Cambridge  Street,   Farrarmere,   Benoni,   1500.   TR2   (TS   8026,

TS   8592   E).
R.I.LEROUX,    7  Monsmead  Mons   Road,   Observatory,   JH89   2198.   TR6.
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FROM  T~RE   CHAIR

My  first  utterances  this  ninth  are  to  extend  my  best  wishes  to  all'=-our   `-  `
members  for  the  coming  year.  May  it  be  fruitful  and  TRuly  TRiumphant  for  you
all,

We,   of  the  Committee,   hope  that  the  Register  will  also  have  a.  fruitfu.1 .  .
year  but  unless  we  receive  your  subscription  feas  we  will  f ind  the  orchard,`:.
rather  bare,   so  please  don't  delay  in  sa.nding  your  1979   subs   in.    (Ed   3   ±h`65e,.
who  joined  after  lst  October  1978  need  not  pay  subs).

I_Ii  ,March   (f inal  date  to  be  decided)   T,¢e  will  have  the  AGM.   We  hope   this;
year  .to  hold  it  at  Van  Reenan  or  H.arrismith,   thus  giving  more  people  a  chance
to  attend,   as  it  is  within  one  tankful  of  petrol  from  Durban,  Johannesburg-  and
Bloemfontein.   Ele  hope  that  many  of  the  members  from  these  areas  will  make  an
ef fort  to  attend  the  AGM  as  we  are  now  into  our  fourth  year  of  exists.nco  and
there  will  be  many  points  for  discussion®

Not  least  anol}gst  point:s  for  your  deliberations  is  a  suggestion  for
decentr?l`±sation  of  :some  pf  the  Club's  activities,   in  particular3   the  spares,
which  is  a  very  fliff icult  proble.in with  which  we  seem  to  be  gf:tting  ncwhe.re,.
Please  consider  this  question  of  decentralisation  carefully  so  that  it  can  be    ,,
discussed  genially  and  carefully  at  the  AGM.

With  other  Centres  being  involved  at   the  AGM  we  should  -get  a  more
representative  vote  on  what  you,   the  members,  would  like  to  see  happening,
and  I  would  request  those  who  will  be  att:ending  Ceritre  Secretaries)   to  collect
ideas  and  Centre  votes  for  inclusion  at  the  meeting.

This  also  applies  to  the  election  of  the  Cormnittee  -  both  sitting  and
corresponding  members,   and  proposed  of  Honorary  Members   if  anyone  would  like~
to  propose  any  person  for  ~Honorary  }¥ierfeership.   I  would  particularly  aSSeal   to
Cape  Town  Centre  for  a  repogt  or`.  your  year's  activities  and  progrft,ss,`   and
any  comments  you  may  have  on  the  rurming  of  the.  REgister.

Graham,   I  hope,  will  be  giving  more  details  elsewhere,   and  I  look  forward
to  seeing  many  friends  -  old  art.d  new  at   the  AGE+I.

Just  briefly  to  report  on  progress  on  the  home  front.   In  3  weeks  flat
out  work.-5  pin  to   1  an  every  day  -we  fin.ally  completed  rebuilding  the
"Foriat",   a  1946  single  seater  racing  car.  L'y]Te  went  to  bed  at  dawn  on  the  day
of  the  race,   arose  three  hours  later   (7,30)   and,  after  starting  the  car  for  the
first  time,   left  for  Roy  Hesketh  circuit.  Unfortunately,  part  way  there,  the
local  boys   in  blue   (brown  actually)   Stopped  Graham  and  I  for  tc)wing  art
unlicensed  vehicle.   This  was  terrible9   and  the  last  straw,  and  I  am  ashamed  to
relate  that  I  lost  ny  cool  and  called  the  man  ofi  the  law  a  F ----- G  B ----- E,
to  which  he  replied  "You  can`t  call  me  that,   I've  got  a  birth  ctjrtifTcate
that  can  prove  my  heretige"   ??   in  a  rather  aggravated  way.  Eventually  all  ivas
sorted  out  but  we  still  had  to  get  the  car  towed  to  Graham's   (being  nearest)
place  by  a  tow  truck.

Look  out  Andrew,   next  time  we  come  to  Ky?1ami  -in `it§  hey  day  this  car
di.d  over  100  mph  with  an  1100  cc  motor   .qr?.d   it  now.+,as   a  1'500   cc  racing  `eng.ine  .
so   loo.k  out  and  pass  the  clean  underwear®

'

As  `5..oon  a§  we  are   cldar  of  XHins   and  New  Year  activities   I   Shali   st,art
again  on  the  TRf  and  contintie  trying  I.i  get  Carol's  TP`3j'`i `back  to  resp`,e`et.ib:i+icy.

For  anyone   interested,   the  home  of  the  Chair   {1arge  black  mari` fbr`.:tH€r-`J.I-tr§d'-of
-the  chair  not  the  house)   is  for  saleo   3  bedrooms,   2  bathrctoms,   1  acre9   etc,
R23500   (a  bargain)   contact  me  for  further  details.

All   for  now,   John  Moore,

Chairmn.
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corm4EiiTs   oN   T`RE   ExpAI¢slo*   {3F   TiiE   TR  Fj3€,ISTEp`  OF   s.A.

I  have  had  some  response   to  ny   letter  wh`i-ch'-appedr6ds   i-a`  t?.`i-a .last   cd.Py  of
SABRINA9   in  relation  to  the  expa.iisi6n  of  tfi€.  R.egi;tar.   I  would`1ike  to  publish
some  of   the  remarks   that  have  beer.  rjrad:..3  and  to'  ma`ke  som±  fu'rther  comments.

One  thing  which.  is  most   clearly  indicated   is  that   th€2 'TR  ¥+egister  of   S.All.
Should  bE  a  register  of  all   Southern  ,f^ifricari  TF?.s  -that   is  to '§£,y8   t!i.a  ?`cgister
should  have  all  the  relevant  infbrmaticn  about  the  cars.'` ir`.  this  par\t  of  t.he
world.

The  Register  has  carried  out  this  i.unction  of  keepifig  a  register  of  TRs,
but  has  also  gcme  about  organis.iflg  a  newsletter,   spare  parts  and  orgariising
social  events.   Perhaps  producing  a  nfwsletter  and  spare  parts   f,?iould`  be  in.a.|uded
in  the  activity  of  the  Register,  but  t-t`.e  socialising  aspect  requires,  deeper
evaluat,ion.  ,

It  is  because  of  the  need  to  get   togettTter   that   the  Registzt?I  has  f.:tavelo.pea,
SO  that  the  socialising  side  of  our  activities  becomes   i.Lxportaf4t.   Some  people
feel  t`nat  the.y  need  to  get  together  socially  three  or  four  times  a  yc¥ar,  whils`t
others   feel   that  it  should  be  more  fro.`r&ucnt.   there  arc  also  j5+  nunbe¥  of  reasons
w`hy  people  like  to  get  together  ~   to  discuss  tecrinicalities,   to  discuss  womeq9
to  enjoy  a  competition  in  their  I.P„   to   see  their  TR  amcmgst  .other  TP.a;`  and
many  other  reasons.  .`±t   is  probably  these  people  who  enjoy  sc}cialis]..ng  iJho  feel
the  need  for  good  support  at  the  events  they  attend,   and  do  not  necessarily
feel   that  everybody  requires  to  havea  the  sane  marque  of  spor.ts  car  ~  thusp
other  types  of  sports  car  are  perfc;ctly  acceptable  to  thefi.   But  otfier
enthusiasts  do  not  feel   the  Same  way  at  all,   and  do  not  mind  going  tc.  an    .
event  with  a  very  Small  .ttirn-out`  as   lorig  as  the  cars  are  all  of  the  sr:3me  marque.
I  do  not  know  which  category  of  enthusiasts  is .in  the  majority  arid  suggest  it
is  probably  irrelevant  in  any  case.

It  would  appear  that  the  "Centres"  which  have.  been  formed9   are  primarily
responsible  for  their  own  social  progralrmies  §o  the  Centre  Cormittfe  organises
to  the  requirements  of  its  area.   In  some  parts  of  the  country,   therefore,
where  the  number  of  members   is  rather  limited;   there  is  a  need  to  expa.nd  the
Centre  beyond  the  basic  membership  category`.   This  i§  perfectly  satisf,€ictory
as  the  e2Etra  number  of  sports  cars  at  mr.>etingg  helps  to  fulfill  the  social  need
of  the  fe'w  keen  erithusiasts  who  see  dwindling  turf.  outs  tb  their  ever?.t§.

Thus8   it  would  seem  that   the.  TR  Register  should  remair!.  exactly  that,
organising  a  Register  of  TRs,   a  news.letter  and  the  suppl`y  of  spare  parts.

An  extension  of  thr=  Cldb   to  allow  full  membership  of  other  Triumph.`:.,Sports
cars  would  riot  have  to  effect  the  rurming  of  the  TR  Register,  but  would  allow
the  participation  of  a  greater  number  of  Triuph  sports  car  owners  on  the  social
plane.   If  the  number  of  members  owtiing  these  other  Triuph  sports  cars  increased
to  such  a  level,   then  a  Register  for  tb.air  orm  marqtle  could  be  orgailLised,
which  would  then  organise  its  ow.n  r€gist:€tr  of     cars,   newsletter  and  spare
parts.  Un.til   sue-n  a  state  of  membctrshi'p`  `3rises,   there  is  no  reason  why   the`
TP`  Register,   as   it  presently  operates,   ca.nnot  o±-fer  full  members,+lip  to   all
otlier  Triumph  sports  cars.  These  enthus`iasts  would  therefore  be  able  to  vote
and  take ,part. in  all  Register  ev¢``.nts,  I,u€  there.  would  be  no  spar-a  parts  facility
untili  this  section  were  large  enough  tc  form.  their  ourn  Register.

i

At` srich  a  time,   and  only  at  sue-fi  a  timeg  would  there  be  any  question
of  changing  the  name  c}f  the  Club.

I  have  gone  to  some  lengths   tQ  try  and  comment  upon  the  expa;ision'of  the

|`:8:S:::i;a::P::et=::[Wi::bt:.a;i:a::::g::k:h;o`:F£:obi=::a:h:":i:::n::::S£°ne

Graham  Cheetham.
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FIRST   NATIONAL   Cl.ASSIC   CAR   CONCOURS    13TH  AUGU`ST   1978

The  f'oliowing  report  of  the  above  event  has  been  "stolen"  from  the  £`!,ugust
1978  Newsletter  of   the  Austin  Healey  Club  of  Southern  Africa.   It  w` as  written
by  John  Musty,   who   is   also   a  member`  of  the  I-LPu  Register,   so  I  hope   the  Hd3aley
Club   don't  mind.   In  any.  a,age,  .1`   tti.i¥ik  'wTe   should   thank  them.

The  Austin  Healey  Club  have  indeed  shown  the  way  towards   i.ulprQving  the
communication  betfu-een  classic  car  clubs   in  this  country  and  our  support  for
these  events  can  only  be  to  our  advantage  -  wE  most  certainly  give  all  our
congratulations  to  the ,Healey  Club  for  their  venture.   It  would  appear  that  the
second  such  event  will  be  organised  in  1979  and  it  would  be  nise.  to  call  upon
a  national  TR  Register  tear  -  what  are  you  doing  in  A.ugust  Roux,   Ian8  Mike
and  Canpbell?

1`he  JHB  Centre  organised  for  four  TRs   p.t   the  concours   (Cdrmpbeli  Miller's
TR4,   Doug  Ward's  TR4A,   Andrew  Swan's  TR3   and  .+`blan  Grant's  TR3)   after  having
held  a  preliminary  event  a  week  oi-  two  earlier  to  choose  the  tearl.

The  Goncours  was  won  by  Campbeil  Miller  with  his  TR4   (magnif icently
prepared  and  restored)   by  a  margin  of  over  2,1  %   from  s'econd  place  man  K.  rioehl
with  an  A1£a  Spyder.   Doug  Ward  cane  9th  overall,   with  Andrew  and  4JLlan  coming
27th  and  28th.   A  most  creditable.  P`egister  performance  and  more.  than  a  suprise
for  the  organisers.

John  Musty'§   report  now  fo.llows   8`-a

Winners

Overall  winr[er
Runne`r  Up
Third
Eye  Appeal

C.   }`1iller                       Triumph  TR4
K.   Moehl                          Alfa   Sp-y7der  Veloce
I.    Young                           MG  TF
K..   Hoehl                          £tlfa  ST}yder  Veloce

Facts
43   cars  judged
97  classic  cars  in  the  spectators  parking  lot
960  people  attending  the  me`eting
9  marque  Car  Clubs  represented   (j':ilfa  Romeo,   Austin  :riealey:.   Ferrari,

Historic  Racing  Car§B   Jagua.I,   HG,   Porsche,   Sunbeara  and  Triumph  TRs)
Winning  score  94.06%
Unofficial   team  totals         MC-              42,yj,69

AH                 429,68
Ferrari  408,/+4
Jaguar     405,30

EE9Er
The  venue  for  the  event  was   the  'Klein  Jukskei  Motor  Museum  riear  4-Ways,

Johannesburg.  Nine  car  clubs  were  represented  and  one  other   (Lotus)  brought  a
team  which  was  not  entered  for  judginge  Additionally,   three  cars  were  judged  as
private  entries  there  not  being  a  club  catering  for-  their  cats.

Publicity  for  the  event  was  arTamged  with  the  excfilent  co-operation  of
the  Rand  Daily  Mail,  Tti.e  Citizen  and  The  Sandton  Gi,ironicle.   I.rl.  addition  there
was  Dave  MCQueen's  excellent  poster  anii  the  briffing  of  the  other  clubs,   ensuring
that  we  got  htrough  to   their  members  by  way  of   th€i]..r  magazineso   £S.11  of   this
publicity  produced  a  reasonably  sized  crowd.

In  Spite  of  the  number  of  people  present,   the  competition  cars  were  fenced
off  in  such  a  way  that  the  public  had  a  good  view  while  flot   ixpeding  the  access
of   the  judges  and  the  owners.   The  only  damage  reported  was  dufj  to  the  du:t  which
settled  in  clouds  as   it  does  on  a  ELighveld  August  Sunday.

Judging  was  conducted  on  the  usual  A¥  Concours   format  adapted  for  the
purpose  by  Chief  Judge  Peter  Waldburgero   -w7e  played  around  with  the  idea.  of
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using  CLaLssic  Car  Magazine's  layout,  but  with  typical  SA  arrogance,   found  it  to
be  over-simplified  for  our  purposes.  Our  system  takes  slightly  longe.r  to ,i:ti¢g?. '
but  pr'oduces  fairly  obj,a.ctive;results.  The  cars  war,e  judged  in.,thg, fg.llowing        '     -`j
sections  :-

A)  Originality   (75)   judged  by  6A±uthorities  fromi  each  marque.
a)  Overall  cleanliness   {65)   including  engine  cotxpartment,   chassis  and  boot.
a)   Paintwork,  body  conditions   ch±b'me  trim  and  glass   (80).
D)  Mechanical  operation  and  electiics   (65).
E}   Interior  condition  and  trim .{.35) .

• In  the  §pectato±'s  car  park  there  Was  Some.  very  interestin'g'  machinery  :'

::::iigt::o:y::el,4-::P : ¥:t::r::::a:°[: :ifr¥. r:=e±::::::: ::°t::a::d:::Zee::I::::e
rye,re  a  Daimler  SP250  engined  Morgan   {sister  car  to  the  2-litre  production  GT
class  winner  in  1962  and  the  actual  car  used  in  practice),  a  hand  built  replica
Jaguar  SS  loo,  a  Turbo-charged  replica  D-Type  Jaguar,  and  the  ex~Ritchie  Jute
SA  Chanpionship  GSM  Dart,  which  is  ofie  of  probably  riine  lef t.  in  existence,   and
lastly,  Dave  Lyons'§  ever  iimmacinlate  Austin  engined  J-ensen  541  which  is  still  very
pretty  some  five  years  after  its  rebu.`ild.
Full  Results

Place        Entrant

9
10
11
12
1.3

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

35
36
37
38
39

''-,h,,:i--;+tr*`¥,#1;~1

a.  Hiller
K.   Hoehl  ,
I.   YOung
8.   Jacob§en'    I
G.   white
A.   Divov
RJ,.    Field   i     i.
b.'~ttcQu;.+6`iv`

A.   Wed`d¢''rbbhl
D.   Ward
D.   Cronje
L.   Pardini
J?  Menezes
J.  Frazer
M.    Botha    :v.`

D.   Nunn     `
G.   Thompson
1'  Lupini
J.   Ely
F. . Geater
W.   Riva,
S.   Cunninghane,
C.   Wooley
a.    Saul       -:,'1,
P.   Howie
D.   Lyons
A.   Swan
A.   Grant
w.  ttoll'ai
c.   Ge'gg
J.   Batik;
M.   Leake
D.   Hoines
R.   Eromet
D.   Adam§
M.   Leake
G.   Ritchie.

•-J`

J.   Pawley   `,
S.   :§`*pjehcer

Car

Triumph  TR4
Alfa  Spyder  Veloce  I
MGTF
MGTD
MG'' 'TC

Healey  3000
Healey  3000
1iealey  Sprite
Ferrari  Lusso
Triumph  TR4A
Healey  100/6
Ferrari  Daytona
Porsche  911
Jaguar  E-Type
Jaguar  E-Type
MGA
I.qguar  3.8
Fer.rari   275  GTB
Jjaguqr `¥K  12o
ffiGBGT
Fer;rari,. ,3.65   2+2
Heai':y  100/4
Jaguar  XF.,  150
Sunbeam  Tiger
ierrari  275  GTB
Jenson  541
Tririmph  TR3
Triumph 'TR3
Por'sche
Suhbeam  T`iger
Sunb earn `Alp`ihe
Jaguar  D-Type   (Rep`) i
Sunbeam  Alpine
Sunbeam  +1p.ine
Aus t in ` Racer.,
Jagiiar  SS   100   (Reb)
MGA  Racer
G§M  Dart
Morgan  +4  Racer

.:

Score  %
).~

94,06
919 87
91'56
88,75
$8,75
88.944
88944
87,81
85963                     i        '
85,63
85,62
85,00
84 906
83912
82 , 50
80994
80 9 94
80'94
80 9 62
79 , 69
79 9 68
79 9 37
7 8 9 1 2`

71 {81.,
77,19
74'37
i 4 ^i06  `1
73 944  I

73;44     -
7295S                   "
72919
69;39           ,
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LETTErs

The  following  letter  appeared  in  the  Summer  1978  edition  of  TRaction.
It  is  Graham  Robson'§  reply  to  the  coments  made  by  Bill  Pi`ggott  in  the  letter
pqblished  in  the  last  copy  of  SABRINA.

I  see  that  Newsletter  No.   33  is  j!Snipe  at  Rdbson  issue",   so  I  thought  I
ought  to  defend  nyself  where  it  is  possible.

A  good  deal  ought  to  be  said  about  the  early  TR2s  mentioned  in  8]..11
Piggott's  excellent  analysis  of  the  situation.  Orv  7£  was  inde3ed  q  very  early
1954  cars   but ,it  is  not  a  works  or  semi.-works   car.   It  was  owned  from  new  by
Leslie  Brooke,   a  business  map.  of  many  talents9  who  among  other  things  hag,`  a
scrap  metal  business  and  other  engip.eering  interests  in  Coventryo  Thc  fact  that
he  lived  and -worked  in  ther area  explains  why  his  car  had  a  Coventry  regi`strati6n,
and  it  probably  explains  why  Bill  thought  it  had  been  a  ex-work-s  cars  whi`ch
assuredly  never  was.  Leslie  Brooke8   incidentally,   raced  and  rallied  tha,t  car
(both  dn  the  Alpine  Rally  and  in  the  Tourist  Trophy  that  yearg   for  sure),   so  it
has  quite  an  interesting private-owner history.

Similarly,  OKV  777  had ,.a  Coventry  registration  number  but  it  ii7as  never  a
works   car.  The  19541.e  Mans  entry  was  private  and  the  car  goon  returne`d  to..
Culchria  with  its  ormer  Bobble.Dicksong  who  owned  the  Triumpb  dealership  in
Carlisle.  Dickson  has  died  now,   but  that  car  Swanned  around  Cumbria  with  various
ormers  for  many  years,   and  is  now-in  a  dismantled  condition  (but  eventually  to
be  restored)   in  Penrith'.  The  ouner'does  not  want  publicity,  and  is  certainly
not  interested  in  selling  the  car.  Over  the  years,   incidentally9   it  was  Shunted
several  timesg   and  is  now  virtually  in  standard  form  and  condition.

I  suppose  everybody  now  knows  that  TS2  is  now  in  the  enthusiastic  hands
of  Keitb  Read,  who  is  motoring  correspondent  of  the  Cove,ntry,. E+ening  Telegraph.
By  the  time  you  read  this  Keith  may  have  put  the _car  on  s`h.ow.  `at  the  TR  Register
National  Meeting  at  Canley.   It  was  certainly  a  runner  when  he  brought  it  back
from  Ireland  last  aiirmer,  and  I  knofu-  that  he  is  very  proud  of  i`t.

I  think  I  can  say  with  all  authority  of  a  good  guess  -(and  witl`£  the
invaluable  help  and  deductive  powers  of  Alan  Robinson)   that  only  the:  Single
TRl  was  ever  built  with  a  3,89  axle  ratio.  Each  and  every  production  car  was
bdilt  with  a  397  ratio  from  the  summer  of  1953  -the  reason  being  that  without
overdrive  a  car  fitted  with  a  3,89,  rafio  could  easily  be  over-rewedo  That
original  Autocar  road  test  carl,  .OEff  7719   managed  a  best  one-way  speed  of  105
mph,   which  corresponds   to  5250  rpm. ~No,w  ir.  those  -days  Triumph  had  a  great  fear
of  letting  the  TR2  engine  rev  beyond.about  5200  rpm  (it  was  due  to  a  crankshaft
fatigue  problem,   due  to  resonance  at  that  speed  -  something .which  was  Soon  cured,
but  lived  on  in  the  minds  of  some  die-har.d  engineers).  To  get  the  dame  sort  of
speed  with  a  3,89  would  have  meant  5500  rpm,   at  which  point  the  power  would  have
fallen  off  anyway ......   3,89  might  ha.ve  been  adequate  with  the  original  75  bhp
engine  and  a  90  mph  maximum,  but  once  the  swan-from-ugly-duckling  process  had
begun  the  change  became  inevitable.

I  tnink  we  can  also  assume  that  the  rear.wheel  Spats   (skirts  if  you  are
an Anerican}  are  also  a  nyth,  but  certainly  there  are/were  some  light-alloy
cast  sumps  around.  Ken  Richardson  thougrtt  they  were  essential  for  keeping  the
oil  cool  in  competitions,   tkough  later  oils  proved  to  be  capable  of  putting  up
with  an  uncooled  sump.  On  the  works 'TR§  we  never  used  a  cooler,   even  wit-n  139
bhp  and  a  fLil`1-length  Liege  sulnp  guarri.

I,in a`1so  sorry  that  Bill  takes  me  to  task  for  honestly  made  comments  about
the  worth  or  othervise  of  early TR2s,  but  I  think  that  logical  analysis  would
agree  with  this.   But  I  do  agree  that  "they're  unusual  and  have  many  fascinating
little  peculiarities  of  their  own.I..."

To  me,   the  most  interesting  TR2/TR3  which  did  not  survive  was  the  very
first  car  fo  be  built  by  the  factory  with  independent  rear  suspension.  `That  was
in  about  19579   and  was  dependent  on  longtitudiflal  leaf  springs  for  suspension,
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and  `l.ever-arm  dampers  for  additional  .nub  locati`on.  `I've  recently  se±n`p.ictures
-authentic  factory  pictur£§^-and  hope  to  secure  prints  one  day  soon.

I-ncidentally,   I'm.always  delighted  to  see  new  facts  about.  TRs  Sired  in
TRaction.  The  mo.r,e  we  know`€about  these  cars  the  better  we  {yill  understand  their
little  ways.

Graham  inobs'on.

LAWS   FOR  ENGINEERS

The  following  item  was   taken.  from  the  Autu+inn  1978  Newsletter  of  the  TR
Register.   It  originally  appeared  in  the  July  1978  edition  of  SCARAGS   t[.i€
magazine  of  the  Sussex  Car  Club.

1.   Sod's  Law  :   It  is  impossible  to  make  anything  foolproof  becadse  fools
are  so  ingenious.

2a   Spark's  Law  :   tiny  wire  or  tube  cut  to  length  will  be  too  Short.

3.  Mechanic's rLaw  :   After  any  machine  or  unit  has  been  completly  assembled,
extra  combonents  will  be  found  on  the  bench.

4®   Jone's  Law  :   After  the  last  16  mounting  screws  have  been  removed   from
an  access  plate  it  will  be  discovered  that  the  wrong  access  plate
has  been  removed.

5.  Finagle's  1§t  Law  :   The  likelihood  of  a  thing  happening  is  inversely
proportional  to  its  desirability.

6®   Finagle's   2nd  Law  :   Once  a  job   is   fouled  up  anything  done  tru  improve
it  only

7®   Lowery's  Lan
~arnyHeru.

8.   ZuENalt's  Law
to  the

9.   Dobbiri's  Law

loo   Smith's  Law

makes  it  worse.

If  it  jamsg   force  it.   If  it  breaks,   it  needed  replacing

:  The  probabili€y  of  a  failure  i.s  cl.irectly  proportional
number  and  importance  of  the  people  watching  the  test.
:   1then  in  douE±t,   i`ise  a  big  hammer.

The  man' wko  can  smile  when  things  go  wrong  has  thought  of
someone  he  can  blame  it  on.

TR2/3   CONCOURS   ORIGINALITY

Alan  Robinson,   the  in  Register  Registrar  and  recently  retired  Secretar,y9
was  one  of  the  judges  who  marked  origiriality  of  TR2/3s   in  the  1978  National
Meeting.  .The  following  notes  are  .written  by  hin  of  his  inpressions  and  coments
about  that  eIvent.

I  had  the  privilage  of  co-judgingo  v;Tith  Chris  Sergison,  what  most  people
would  agree  is  the  premier  award  within the  TR  Register,   nanely  the  TR2/3  Concours
originality  sections  with  the  rather  special  Sebring  Trophy  going  Ec  the  win_ner.
Although  I  have  been  involved  with  Goncours  before,   this  was  the  f irst  time  I
had  actually  done``the  crawling  under  cars.   I  think  the  Same  goes  for  Chris,
though  he  has  much  fdrst-hand  experience  of  Concours  eve.nts  through  his
mufti-award' riinning  LMW  120.

Having  been  on  in  the  Committee  discussion  on  originality  guid.alines,
jerhaps  I  an  in  a  better  position  to  remind  members   (well,   I  Shink  it's  remind  -
certainly  I  remember  passing  on  the  information  to  interested  parties}  of  what
constitutes  originality.

The  term  "original"  is  open  to  interpretation.   It  could  be  argued  that
routine  maintenance  detracts  from  absolute  "c!riginality",   even  if  that  is  an
illogical  concl-usion.  The  Comittee  interpret  this  section  as  the  best"authentic"  car,  whether  restored  or  notg  although  the  word  originality  is
retained.
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Think  for  it  for  a  moment.   If  it  were  otherwise,   how  coul€±  an  unr6stored
car  be  proved  as  such'  without  doubt?  Only  if  the  owner  oened,   or  knew  of,   the=car
from  new,   and  that  would  be  too  limiting  on  entries  for  the  competition.  Yes,
I  know  that  it  is  very  apparent  which  cars  are  restored  and  those  which  arr.e  not,
but  who  is  to  say  that  a  lovely  original  car  did  not  have,  a  heavy  f®ontal  smash:
when  it  was  a  fotl  months  old,   although  a  quality  repair  job  plus  the  passage  of
time  prevent  the  truth  being  obvious?  How  would  we  distinguish  between  cars
rebuilt  last  year,   and  20  years  ago?  Hctw  long  before  a  rebuilt  car  would  be
allowed  as  original?

Agreed?  Well,   if  not,   let  mi`.  te].1  -you  that  one,  of   the  apperently  original
cars  at  Donnington  this  year  had  just  such  a  smash.

So  the  ruling  is  that  any  factory  replacement  parts,  or  respraying  in  a
standard  colour,   is  acceptable  within  the  concept  of  originality.   We  a,re.  looking
for  cars  in  the  sort  of  condition  ir?.  which  they  could  have  left  the  factory,
ie  extras  can  be  fitted  if  they  were  ,available  at  that  times   even  if  the  car
Was  not  §uppliedwith  sucii  extrasg   eg  you  can  fit  wires  even  if  the  car  was
supplied  with  discs,   but  only  48  or  60  spokes,  not  72.  To  take  this  situation
a  little  further,   early  2s  carmot  be  fitted  with  60  spokesg   and  48  spoke  wires
cannot  be  chromed  -  as  neither  option was  available.

Next  problem  is  that,  by  the.  standards  acheived  by  somf=  restorers,  your
in  left  the  factory  in  a  pretty  rough  state,  and  some  "improv€nents"  are  accp.ptable
Cleaning  and  polishing  are  the  obvious  methods  of  inprovenentF   and  you  can  clean
and  poish  anything  you  like,  ever?.  brake  pipes  to  the  extent  that  they  look  like
chi-one,  but  chrome  itself  is  very  definitely  out.  Aluminium  castings  can  be
cleanedo  but  the  casting  marks  should  not  be  removed.   Cheap  and  nasty  black  paint
on  engines  and  chassis  can  be  improved  but  bright  colours  are  not  appreciated.

Just  how  many  marks  will  be  lost  -Dy  non-originality  features  is  lef t  to
the  discftion  of  the  judges.  After  allg   they  are  there  to  give  an  opinion,  not
just  in?rk  a  form.

One  last  point  -  cars  are  judged  in  the  condition  in which  they  are
presented.  "It  was  lovely  last  week  before  I  cruriched  in  the  front  ehd"  just
isn't  on,   and  that  goes   for  all  Concours   sectiori`s.   HOREVER,   ,due  consideratior`.
was  atken  of  cars  which  had  supported  the  Round  Britain  Run,  .and  had  not  had
time  to  remove  dirt,   etc.   frown  the  underside.   It  is  easy  enough  to  see  what  the
underside  would  be  like  after  a  good  hosing  down,   and  this. `±uling  wil.1..ba._thaJde.
each`  yearO   so  Concours  entrants  need  not  fear   losing  markd   throLugh  supporting
Regis-ter  events.

IVoE  on  to  some  specific  comenps  on  the  cars   entered  this  .yfar.           `'-   .

Firstlyg  may  I  opologise  to  the  orme.i-of  the  one  car  not  judged  in  detail.
1us:  `just  ran  out  of  time  and,   after  a  fairly  breif  exaninationg  we  I elt  that  it
would  not  figure  in  the  1`-2-3,   so  that  was  that.                                                                    ;``

Dave  Tabb's  TR2  was  head  and  shoulders  above  anything  else.   It  is  a  car
which  does  not  stand  out  at  f irstg   but  becomes  better  and  better  th?  closer  you
look  at  it.  Main  faults  are  the  a..igine  compartment   {with  brass  and  bright  col.gu.rs
too  much  in  evidence)   Seats  and  trim  (black  was  not  available  and,   if  the  seats
were  not  so  well  made,  would  score  fill)   inner  bodywork  and  paint   (handmade  floors
rust  pitting  in  evidence  under  paint  around  bonnet  and  internally)   and  rear  axle
(G`irling).  The  paintwork  is  so  good  we  felt  liF`e  subtracting  marks  for  the  absence
of  any  orange  peel.

John  Davies'   TR3A  has  been  around  a  lc}ng  time,   and  is   looking  better  than
ever  this  year.  Generally  well  prepared  but  just  not  in  the  sane  class  as  the
winner.   Some  points  which  spring  to  mirid  are  carpet,   aeroscreen  and  tow  bar  all
of  which  are  non-standard9   other`irise  it  is  just  a  series, of  items  which  ate  not
quite  perfect.
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The  TR3A  in  third  place  was  very  close  to  John's  caE  in  marks,   and  apart
from notrstandard  features  tnentioned  on  that  cars   this  one  was  just  a  litt.ie  bit
worse  here  and  there  which  meant  t`ne  loss  of  a  few  more.  !marks.

Perhaps  the  suprise  was  that  two  of  the  cars  which  have  won  the  event  in
previous  years  caine  out  botto{n  in  the  marking.  This  conce.als  the  fact  that  they
are  two'  of  the  most  desireable  cars  in  I-he  Register.   Given  the  choic:a   (what  a
lovely  thought)   Chris  and  I  agreed  that  we  would  probably  pref er  to  own  oile.
of  these  cars  before  any  other,   even  .a,3~ve  Tabbs  TR2.   But   the  single  fact  id  that
they  were  not  concours  prepared.  The  paintwork  is  outstanding  con.sidering  their
age,i  but  cannot  compare  with  resprayed  cars.   .Engine  compartments  were  not  prepared
in  any  wayg   seats  and  trim  had  not  b.gen  cleaned,   suspension  and  chassis  are
untouched  and  the  wheels  of  both  cars  were  very  ordinary,compared  witti  the
average  roadgoing  TR  parked  around  Bonington.  This  is  not  criticism  of  the
ormers,  who  enjoy  their  cars  just  as  they  areo  but  an  explanation  of  why  their
cars  came  so  low  in  the  marking.   It  came  as  quite  a  suprise  to  u§  becadse  we
expected  them  to  be  place  contendersg  but  we  marked  the'various  sections  as  we
found  them  and  the  totals  speak  for  themselves.

Alan  Robinson.

TIH   TP`7   V8

The   following  news   item  app6aicp.d   ir.  trie  Summer   1978  edition  of  TRaction.
"Ten  years  of  Ford  domination  on  t'.h.a  CP  Granite  City,   a  round  ofi  the

Castrol-Autosport  National  Championship  was  broken  this  weekend  by  Pony  Pond
driving  the   EL  Cars'   TR7  V8.

The  c:ai8   entere.a  on  the  event  as  part  of  its  development  programme  and  ori
its  stage  rally  debut,  performe.d  faultle.ssly  against  tctugh  competitiori  from
Ford,   Ghrysler,   Datsun,  Opel  and  Vauxk..all.

Of  the  16   stagf=s   comprising  the.  C,1-3nite  City  Rally,   Tory  took.  the  TR7   into
fastest  three  on  14  stages  with  no  fewer  than  9  fastest   (or  equal  fastest)   stage
times  and  finished  second  overallo

A  production  road  version  of  the  T!3~7  V8  will  s'nortly  be  announced  for
sale  in  the  USA  only."

We  have  heard  about   the  TR7  V89   but  the  news   for  convertible  fans   is  that
the  TR7  will  now  be  available  in  a  soft  top  version.
ASSEMBLY   OF   TRs   IN   SOUTli  AFRICA

We  know  that  a  great  many  British  cars  were  assembled  in  South  Africa  by
Motor  Asserfulies  a.f  I-)urban,   and  ofie  of  those  was   the  TR.   Others  assembled
locally  include  MG  TDs,   MGAs,   and  MG  Hagnettes8   £'Lustin  Healeys   and  Triumph
Spitfires.

Information  given  to  us  by  tcolin  Domie  of  Hotor  Assemblies   (wh.a
incidentally  owns  both  a  Plus  8  and  a  Plus  4  Morgan)   indicates  that  3^53  TR2s
were  assembled  between   1955  and   1956;   a'nd   709  TR3s  were  .i§sembled  between  1957
and   1963,   or  1062  TR2/3/3As   altogether®   i-i.owever,   I  have  made  a  careful   study
of  the  information  submitted  to  me  on  the  Rc?.Sister  applicatiori  forms  and
suggest  that  the  production  figures  are  more  likel*  to  be  245  TR2s9   535  TR3s
and  270  TR3Aso   giving  a  total  of  1050  TR2/3/3As.   The  discrepancy   in  the  TR2
production  figure  may  be  re.1ated  to  the  use  of  TR2  chassis   in  TR.3s   (John
Schulz's  TR3  most  certainly  has  a  Tr*.2  chassis,   and  the  same  may  bi`,  true  of
the  TR3s  belonging  to  Tony  Meyer   ('fH.  247}8   rwtilly  Plotz   (TR?),   David   Swan
(TR  267),   Peter  Leitner   (TR   269),   Tiffi  Robin§ori   {TR  324) ,   Richard  Cant   (TR  339)
and  Herman  Kruger   {TR  342)).   Briar.  I:vforritt's  TR3   (TR  354)   must   then  be  the  first
with  the  correct  TR3  chd.ssis.   I  would  `rje  most   interested,   t'nereforeg   to  hear
from  these  menfoers  to  see  if  this  is  trtie.   The  differfnee  in  chassis?,  can  most
easily  be  seen  from  the  position  of  the  Stop  light  switch  which  is  positioned
on  the  nearside  on  the  TR2  and  on  the  offside  on  the  TP`3.
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I  have  produced  below  a  list  which.  attexpts  to  relate  the  Motor  Assemblies
job  nunfoer   (TR1  -  TR1050)   to   the  Triumph  Motor  Company  commission  number

_       -            i,                                                                                               ,                                                                                                              +      1                          .__J_   ._.___

TS1  -  TS80000) .  The  relationshipd`  are  nat  precise,  but  reasonable  eztimates:
ased  upon  the-information  I  hav=  ava.ila+91e.  There  are  several  grey  areas  whichi

may  or  may  not  be  cleared  up  as  more  ip.formation  on  cormission  numbe.rs  becomes
available.  One  thing  is  clear  however9   and  that   is  that   the  TB.2  did  no`t  come.
to  South  Africa  until  late  1954/e€.fly  1955,   and  continued  in  production.  as
the  TR3A  until   1963  when  the  last  3' we:re  made.

`  The  suffix  TS8  was  used  on  :,j:R3/3As   from  about  TS819698   (.Iari  Hufohison's

TR3,   TR696)   till  TS8  ,32077 , (Graham  Chfeth-alsi,TR3A, ;~TR  965)i;'"`T,his   latte.i   car.ri§',`i`.-
a  confog±ngioee  becauseL,.TR  988   (John  Roets's  TR3A)   has   a  commission  number
TS8  32040.   I  would  suggest   that  the  §uf±-ix  TS8  was  used  on  all  South  Afri'can
assembled  cars  between  the  commission  numbers  quoted,   rather  than  TS  as  used  on
British  cars,  but  it  is  only  a  suggestion.

Any  comments  upon  these  points  would  be  gratefully  received.
Motor  Assemblies   :   Relationship  Between  Triumph  Hotor  Company

Commission  iqumber  and  Motor  Assemblies
Job  Number.

TR2

Cormission  No. Job  No,

TE.    .  1

TP,   26
TR51
TF.   76
Fii`101
TR126
TR1`76

Total  number  of  TR2s  built   ;   About  245.

TR3

Cormission  Number                            Job  No.

TS      12085-TS      12085                     TR.246-
TS      12180-TS      12185                     TFi251   -
TS      12195   -TS      12205                      TR.?.56
TS      12305-TS      12315                      TR266
TS      12350-TS      12370                     TR276-
TS      12660   -TS      12690                      TF_i.   296
TS     13035-TS      13100                     TR326-
TS     14300-TS     14350                     TR391-
TS      15440   -TS      15470                     TP.441
TS      15665-TS      15695                     TR471-
TS      16145-TS      16175                     TR501-
TS      16390-TS      16420                     TR531
TS     16700-TS      16725                     TR561-
TS      16890-TS      16930                     TR586
TS..17575   -TS      17605                      TR   626
TS      19660-TS819725                     TR  656
TS8   20750  -TS8   20970                    TR  721   -
TS8   208.60  -   TS8   20880                    TR   761   -  TR

Total  number  of  TR3s  built   3   About   535.

No.   Built

No.   Built
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TR3£`.i
_ __ __   ___ _  i

C:omission No,

-, :.,   , £J   ¥ €S~?i=-f=     r-i. Pl i a -i i

Total  Number  of  TR3As  built

Graham  Cheet`iiaLm.

SCALE   rt,{oRELS   OF   ,TRs

Job  !Eo,

8  2   %  LL L

Noo   Built

Anybody  who  has  been  to  ny  f lag  will  1'.riow  that  I  am  an  a.via  model  car
collector  with  a  collection  of  old  dif.ikies  and  Corgis  numbering  about:  350.   I
have   in  ny   collection  a  I`i5`£   {Binky)9   a  TI;t3af:1  by  Corgi   and   a  TP`3```:   by   Spot-On,
and  a  TR7  by  TDinky.   Until   recently  I   have  been  unable   td   find  a  TR4./4±t`h/5
although   a  model   of   a  T!-+:f:.   is
of  Classic  Car  magazirte  shows
available.  The  I.allowing  .list

TR
Type

TR2
TR2
TR3
TR3A
TP.4
FR4A
TR5
TR6

lJ!od a 1         ]T`'. i I
No.             Price
-KR4              £€, , 80

FR5            £6, 80
KR6              £6, 80
KK7              £6j 80
KR8              £€., 80
KRfp`                £6 a 80

N/A
T`R7                     WRLpr`6X          EL' / £l

TR7   TRallywRE6           i`J/A
TR7
TR7   FLally
TRS              Future  release
Stag            WP101        ill,95
Roadster                     N/A

availablea   Ar}.  exar.iination  of  the  gJecember  edition
that  a  model  of  every  type  of  TP.  .is  now
gives  soffie  of  the  appropriate  details.

Available  Fro¥i

i£  a  R  i¥eplicas
Tiirough  T'P`  P`egister  but  rjrrand  Prix  frlodels  :`Iake
K   a,   TSh   Tleplicas
K   &   Pta   LR.eplicas
K  &   Pt.  Replicas
F`  8:   F.  Replicas
TK   &   i9.   a:.eplicas

_!`.uto   Flea,1icas
TJesterri   ..i:``:Todels

Westel.ri  E`'{odels
Dinky
Dinky
Mikansue
Tj.I?e`€ teFn   fy!odels

Grarfd  Prix  Models
-K  &   P`  g`eplicas,    log   Dollis   Park,   Finchley,   ~London,   1¢3   1BT,   UKa

Auto  Replicas  Ltd,   56A  Sandbariks  ¥lcfad,   Parkstone,   Poole,   Sorsets   UK.
Western  P[odels  Ltd,   T:`forri§   I,?load,   Soutli.  Itutfield,   Redhillg   Surrey9   t`H1   5SD,

UK.
ifu!ikansue:`    15   Bell   Lane,   Eton  I,'Jick,   Windsor,   Berksg   SL4   6LQg   U.i.;a
Grand  Prix  :t{odels   (Deptc12}g   173/175  Watling  Streets   l'`adlett,   €ierts8   TJlf„

There  are  other  kits  avai.1able  in  plastic  but  I  don't  intend  giving  details
of  those.   The  above  I:iodels  are  all  1/43rd  scale,   the  same  as  tbe  original  Dinky
models.  The  material  of  construction  is  white  metal  and  finished  off  well  the
models  look  very  attractive  indeed.

Graham  Gheetham.

BITS   AND   PIECES

One  of   the  things  that  we  haverit`.t  done  in  this  club   (yet)   is  to  issue.
members  with  cards  to  place  on  the  windscreens  of  prospective  members  cars.
gene  de  Villiers  has  suggested  that  we  could  print  soine  :Jcaller§"   cards  which
could  be  circulated  to  these  prospective  members  by  placing  then  under  the
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Wiper.   Before  we  go  into  the  printing  of  these  cards  has  anyone  got  a  betr.er
idea,   or  has  anyone  got  aLccess  to  a  printing  press?

lan  Johnson's   class-wirining  TB.3/f„   seen  by   all  whc9  went   to  Maz.elspoort,   may
be  unique.   The.  very   first  :rR2  was  used  by  Ken  T3Lichardson9   after  suitable
modifications,   to  establish  speed  records   in  Belgium,   and  has   come  up  for  sale
over  the  past  year  in  a  dis-assembled  form.   Wit'r.',   the.   introduction  oE-the  T#.4  in
autumn  1961,   the  last  of  the  "Old"  TR.s  had  beer.  huilt  -   except   irl  South.  Africa,
where   the  asserfuly  of  TP.3s   conti<i`.ued   into   1963.   The  records   at  ='fotor  .A.ssemblies
show  that   22  I?.3As  were  produced   iri  1962,   and   3  TTi3As  tirere  produced   iri.19f33.
Ian's   is  one  of  these  last  3  having  the  local  :-`iotor  Assemblies  number  of  TP`  1!3500
and  dif fers   from  the  "normal"  TP\3As  .c`-y  havi.ng  raised  ±iinge \attachment  points  c)n
the  bonnet   (Malcolm  Wright's  TR3A  -import:ed  +-TS   596.C}6,  09   also  has   this   feature)S
and  a  solid  steel  frame  above  the  dash-*c:ard  panel   (nomally  there  is  a  pi.ece  of
timber  set  into  a  steel  outer  into  whicl-.  the  trimming  ig  screwed).   Iari  is  now
busily  establishing  the  factory  corAmission  number  ani.`i  correct  engine  number,   but
it  Twirould  appear  that  Ian's  TR3A  is   the  last  one  to  -nave  been  built   in  t'£ie  world.

It  was  rather  nice  to  8.ee  the  other  week  Ian  JJantor  in  hi.s  beautifril  green
TR6  racing  in  the  Historic  race.  at  Roy  `£J.esketh.   .£{ot   for  a  long  time  has   this  race
been  without   a  TR2,   TR3  or  TR3A,   so  Iar!.9S  presence.  i.n  the  TP`6  upheld   the   tradition.
The  race  itself  was  very  entertaining  ~#ith.  Gavin  Ritchie  and  Kieth  Phipps  battling
it  out  in  their  E^vlGAs  for  first  and  secorid  olaces.   The  race  next  year  will  be  the
last  race  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  circuit,   so  if  anybody  i§  corisidering  racing
on  this  Historic  occasion  you  had  better  start  making  arrangements  no'vf .

Oliver  King,   P.O.   Box   393739   Braraley,   2018   (tel.   JIIB   407081.m'  work)   would
like  to  offer  has  TR6  for  sale.   It  is   a  fuel   ir`.jected  1972  modelg   ir`.  excellent
condition, .vyith.'soft  top  hard_ top.and  tonneau  cctver,   overdrive.,   Steel  wheels,
with  white  coachworkriadd  blue  upholsteryo   The  car  has  done  39  000  miles  al}d  will
be   sold  with  'cOR.   {}1iver   is   asking  i.``-.420fJ..

The  Massey  Furguson  pait  number  for  the  TR2/3/3A/4/4A  water  pump  is
823  374  M1.   It   costs   about  R5,00.

•     After  a  battle  to  obtain  furids   to  run  the  1979  South  African  Grar?.d  Prix,

the  race  is  now  on  for  definite.  At  the  last  minute  a  giant  food  map4ufacturing
concern  cane  in  with  R110  000  sponsership   and  we  will   now  tTiave  the  SI?.`{BA,  Grand
Prix  on  i€arch  3rci  at  Kyalani.   P`ene  de  tJilliers  will   agairi  be  =fiaF.ing  available
to  all  members  of  the  I?i  Register  a  massive  grandstand  viewin.a  platform  with
built   in  toilets,   sleeping  accommadatioa  ap.d  bar   service,  wlhich  it,Jill  be
constructed  at  GrowthornB  this  yearo   I   s-dggest  you  coflf irm  T£7it+1  ¥Lerie  f irst   that
the  site  of  construction  is   still  at  Growthorne   (anc3.  with  tl^ie  services),   to
avoid  disappointment.  The  Register  sent  a  letter  to  the  orgariisers  of  the,  C~rand
Prix  Fund  stalin.g  that  the  club  would  doliate  R?,5  if  it  wf.are  required.   I-ne
Committee  agreed  that  the  Grand  Prix  ]°.s  a  most   iffiportant  event   in  South_  African
motoring  and  thank  Rene  for  bringing  it  to  their-  attention.

£loux  van  der  Merwe  tells  me  that  his   immaculate.  TP12  doesn't  go  q.dite  as
well  as  it  looks  -  the  reason  being  a  vibration.  at  above  50  xph.  Ee  Has  tried
changing  waeel§,  balancing,   etc,   biit  the  problem  may  be  unbalar:aced  rims.   This
is  not  umcormon  since  Rene  de  Villiers  has  had  exa€tlv  the  sane  prot.1c±rLi`   £Amyway,
whilst  Roux  is  fixing  the  TP`2  he  is  getting  ready  to  call  all  Port  .i:1izabeth
members   together  for  a  get-together.   With  about  a  dozen  TP.  ow7iers   in  tt`ie  area
he  should  have  a  good  event.   You  r=|.ust  keep  us   ifl  touch  with  the  success  of  the
event  by  sending  us  a  report  Eouxo

East  London  members  are  also  getting  together.   We  qb.Jill  be  sending  the
Register  film  of  ltazelspoo'rt  to  friem  for.  srtowing  on  24tb_  Fet`ruary.   Trever  ilall
seems   to  be  the  one  to  contact  if  you  would  like  to  see  them[.   IncidentaLlly,   `Terry
le  Roux  will  be  moving  to  Alice  quite  shortlyj   so  you  will  -nave  about  7  members
in  your  area.   I  like  the  way  Cathy  Pienaar  decides  to  buy  a  TR6  after  enjoying
Flazelspoort  so  much  -  Nols  had  better  look  out  now:
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John  has   already  mentioned  ifl  his   "From  the  Chair"   colum.n  that  .the .AG?T{.
this  year  will  be  held  either  at  I-.:arrismith  or  Van  Re.enar„  both  places  being
suitable  for  mmbers   from  Jot£.ianrT.esburg>`,   Bloemfontein  and  Durban.   That   is,
provided  we  don't  have  petrol  restrictions  with  us  by  then.

We  have  asked  for  accormadation  details  from  (a)   Sir  Harry  Motel   in
Harrismith,    (b)   Green  Lantern  Inn  at  Vafri  Rt!enan  and   (c)   Andrew'§  }4otel   at  'T¥7an
.Reenang   and  so  far  have  received  replies  from   (a).  and   (b).   a-reen  -Lantc>rn  lfiri
offer  a  block  booking  price  of  R30  per  couple  for  the  `vireekcmd   from  F=.iday
lunch  time  to  Sunda}7  Lunch  time.   Their  accormaclatiori  corj.iprises  9   roorii:  wit.h
oT.in  bath  and  12  rooms  wit'n  a  shared  baths   ar?+d  their   facilities   include  bowls,
tennisg   television,   horse  riding  down  t`il2e  road  and  all   the  ot_+ier  usual   types
of  facility.   The  accormadation  at  Sir  F.arry  i{otel  is  i:i30  per  couple.'  for  the
weekend  but  excludes  meals  which.would  be  extra.

We  have  got  Roger  Bridgon  to  organise  a  venue  for  a  short  competitiori  if
we  feel  we  need  its  but  the  facilities  mentioned  are  probably  enough  fctr
everyone's  taste.

The  AGH  will  be  held  over  the  weekend  at  a  suitable  time  and  the  Agerida
Will'be  as   follows   :-

1®   Apologies.
2.   Chairman's   :m`.eport.
3.   Finaricial  Report.
4.  Election  of  Officers.
5.   Any  Other  Business.

We  wo`uld  like  as  many  people  as  possible  at   this,   our  third  Alfi`¥9
particularly  as  the  venue  has  been  selected  to  enable  members  from  as  wid'e  a
region  as  possible  to  attend.  The  idea  being  to  get  as  much  participation  from
as  many  members  as  pc]ssible  at  the  cvent®   Remember   that  only  on  these  Occasions
can  we  establish  what  members  feel  should  be  the  direction  of  the  club.

Once  accormadation  has  been  sorted  out,  Centre  Secretaries  will  rjrganise
the  various  allocations  and  deposits.   It  should  be  a  good  weekend  folks,   so
don't  miss  out.

It  appears  that  I  haveH't  even  in.er}.tiont?d   the  date  of   the  event.   We  woulti.
like  the  date  to  be  23/24/25tti.  t4arch,   but  depending  on  how  we  are  able  to
finali§e  accormadation  the  dates  mj.g`nt  t`iave   to  change   to   16/17/1{jt:r`  :;iniarcti„

SPARES   -NHWS

Not  "Ch`  to   say  on  spares9   mainly  LDecause  Tfr7e  seen  to  get  very  little
response  to  our  suggestic>ns  and  not  a  big  demand  for  spares.   Ei#ier  your  cars
are  not  needing  spares   (very  reliable  cars,   these  TRs)   or  you  c~an  find  your
own  spares.

I  would  like  to  clarify  what  we  feel   is  tb.a  best  system  for  obtaining
inported  spares,   whicr.  we  would  like  you-ail  to  follow.   Below,  ar.a.1i.sted  the
main  suppliers  of  TR  and  Triumph  spares   in  the  ;-,TK.   If  you  require  any  iten
please  contact  one   tor  all)   of  these  di-rect.   £¥7egiciate  your  spare  afid  se,nd  them
the  money  for  spare  plus  postage/freight..  Give  the  delivery  address  as  the
Register's  P.0.   Box  and  upon  arrival  we  will  clear  it  through~  customs9   etc,
and  infom  you  of  its  arr"ival.  Upon  receipt  of  custolns  duty,   local  posta8eB   eta,
{which  we  will  advise)   from  you  we  will  forward  your  spares.

In  thi.s  way  the  delays  whictn  many  of  you  have  experienced   (sorry8   Bo++
Brown)  will  be  eliminated.   It  is  not  viable  for  the  Register  to  negociate
each  item  separately  and  the  abovesystem  should  'neSp  enormously.   A.1so  those,
wishing  small  items  which  come  by  past  pat  less  transport  costs  and  receive
their  spares  much  quicker  than  those  wanting  large  items.
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A  close  guess  on  the  cost  of  custom  duties,   tax,   etc  is   to  add  50%   to
the  retail  value  in  the  country  of  origi.i`„   i.e.   excluding  transport  costs.
This   is   composed  of   20%   custom  dutyg   4%  G.S.I.,   12i%   surcharge  and  the  balance
for  delivery  to  you  and  a  Small  handling  flee  to  help  club  funds.  These  figures
are  only  a  guide  and  will  vary  item  to  item because  of  differing  tarriff a  on
various  goods.

For  local  spares,   you  can  still  contact  me   (Johri  -1oore  and  not  C-raham   .
Cbeeth.an  please)   btlt   I  wc]uld  pre.f¢?¥  a.  phone  call   at  Durban  44€j68C`  as  many
things  asked  for  are  easy  to  answer  arid  I  am  a  terrible  letter  writer.   We  are
still  pursuing  sources  of  local  spares  arj.d  would  apr}reciate  any  info  on  \
redundant  stocks,   second  hand  stocks,   e,tc.

I  should  like  yuu  ALL  to  think  about  a  .spares  fund  again  to  work  as
follows   :   Each  member  wishing  to  partake  donates  P`5  or  P`10   to  a  fund   enabling
us  to  finance  the  manufacture  or  purchase  of  spares.   This  none.y  would  be  a
loan  -  returnable  if  you  leave,  the  Register  with  a  minimum  deposit  timeof
12  months.   If  you  do  not  contribute  arid  require  a  part,   then  you  pay  full  club
retail  price.   If  you  contribute  a.5  to  the  fund  you  get  a  5%  discourit  and  if  you
contribute  Rio  you  get  a  10%  discount.

This  scheme  can  benef it  all  members  rebuilding  or  trying  to  maintain
TRs  as  we  can  obtain  spares  at  present  not  f inancially  viable  so  please  support
your  spares  section.   If  you  wish  to  partake  send  your  coritributions  to  me  and
we  will  open  a  separate  bank  account  for  the  fund.

We  hope  in  the  near  future  to  have  prices  for  new  inner  door  sills  for
TR2/3/3As.   These,   together  with  the  outer  sills  from  Rene  de  Villiers  in  Joburg
would  be  a  big  help   to  those  undertakirig  rebuilds  of  the  u`?ual  rusty  TR.

We  shall  also  be  stocking  windscrc!en  rubbers,   in.aybe  staiFiless  steel   Strips,
and  other  items  yet  to  be  finalise,d.   Ii'=  you  intend  contributing  to  .the  spares
i-und  you  may  like  to  sugge3£   items  we,  could  carry  in  stock  in  lim±.ted
quantities.

The  spares  dept.   of  the  Register  is  not  functioning  as  envisagedB   so
please  act  on  the  above  suggestior`.  or  make  your  own   (nothing  rude  mind)   for  our
cons ider at ioli .

Here  are  some  of  your  overseas   Suppliers   :-

Sox  &   Buckles   Spares,   23a  E;`rarberson  Road,   Balham,   London  SW  12.
(Eel.   01-6731733).

TR  Improvenents,    19  Carnarvon  ;#.oad9   South  Wood ford,   London  Elt`3   5NT
(tel.   01-505   3017).

TR  Shop9   16   Chiswick  High   Road9   London  W4.

PS  Info  f`rom  Graham  on  transport  costs   :   The  import  of  gearbox  spares
for  his   GT6  were   approx.   i3.J±900   per  kg  by  Air  -:.'``£ailo

John  Moore,   Spares  Secretary.

NEws   FRopt  Tim   cENTREs

JOHANNESBURG   CENTERE

In  looking  through  back  numbers  of  SABP`INA  I  note  that  the  Johannesburg
Centre  scandalously  failed  to  run  a  report   in  the  November  19-;;J3  issue.   It  riust
have  been  due  to  pressure  of  wortr`   (both  on  the  TR  and  otherwise)   for  it  was  not
for  want  of   important  events.   }`'1ost  of   the  "happenings"   are  by  now  old  news
and  members  attending  the  October  celebrations  will  by  now  have  heard  most  of
it.   For  the  record,   the  National  Classic  Cars  Coricours  d'Elegance   (13  August)
was  won  outright  by  Campbell  ifiller°s  TR4  wit'n.  301  out  of  320  points   (94,Ofj7o).
Canpbell's  car  is  by  now  becoming  well  known  and  must  surely  be  one  of  the  few
genuine  90  point  cars  in  the  country.   {It  is  interesting  to  note  that  t`i.p  Alfa
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Spyder  which  took  second  pl.ace  out  of  43  entries  later  took  top  Fonours  at  the
Alf-a.Con.cours   d'Elegance).   Doug  Ward's  TR`4A  took  9th  place   at   the   same
Cc}mpetition  and  two  weeks   later  camfe  second  at   the  Autorama  show  held  at
Vereeniging.

Af ter  the  anniversary  in.eeting  c>utside  Bloer.fontein  we  we.re  fortunate-
enough  to  screen  the  "  movies  bcrrotEfd  from  the.  TLJK  Register.

L`ue  to  the  Christmas  holidays  it  was  decided  to  have  our  year-end  event
during  November  arid  a  route  f inding  exercise  was  duly  organi§ed  for  the  19th
of  that  mdnth.  A  30  mi.1e  course  was   laid  out  starting  at  tt!e  Jo?ianHe.sburg  Zoo
and  ending  on  the  banks  of  the  .ff.a.nnops  .i¥&iver  p.ear  Irene.   In  p€rfect   sports  car
weather  9   competitors   Set  off   at   interTv7als   armed  ti7itb.  sheets  cif  paps.r   crarm`i]ed
with+'cryptic  clues  drawn  up  by  the  Chief  Crypt  and  his   sidei{.ic-its.   At  the  end
of  ,the  run  an  early  morning  braai  rounded  off  the  activities.   Chris  Clar!J:.a
driving  a  Morgan  came  I irst   and  Triuxp!-.H`  entl.-iusiasts   had   to   console  tt-ierriselvBs
that  it  had  at  least  a  TR  engine.

The  New  Year  started  off  on  a  higFi  note.   The  Austin+iealey  Clufe   invited
the  TR  F`egi§ter  for  a  gymkhana  on  7tF.  uTanuaty.   Approximately  10  T¥.s  put   in  an
appearance.   John  Roets  unveiled  his  red  3A.  whir.h  i.Jag  broughtalong  ori  a  trailer
(it  still  has  to  be  1.icensed).   Eiis  projact  is  really  taking  shape  now .antl
proH±i_§es   to  be  a  stunner.   As  was  the  case  at  t'{azelspoort  we  tried.to  get  rid
of  th.e  dust  by  churning  it  UPB   on].y  to  find  that  there  was  more  dust  undo.rneath.
The  Healey  Club  certainlywent  to  a  1/3t  of  troub-ie  laying?  out  a  course  of   5
excellent  events   (including  a  driver  TL`,1indfold  test).   At  the  end  of  the  day
Alan  Grant  tootr.  second  place  and  i.ourens  Erasmus.  took  fourth,

By  the  time  SABRINA  i§  published  the  table  top  rally  organised  for  lath
January  will  be  history.  Most  orie  make  clubs  have  been  invited  to  this  battle
of  brains  which  the  Austin-Healey  Club   is  organising  at  the  Transvaal  Automobile
C lub .

That  about  wraps  up  club  events.   .:}n  an  individual   scale  I  notice  Lourens
hag  acquired  yet  another  TR3  rriakirig  a.  total  of  3  {]f   tb.ese,  magnif icent  beasts
parked  together  in  his   2±   car  garageo   I+ie  latest  acquisitiol'i  requires  much
attention  and  it  may  yet  turn  into  a  toss-up  as  to  whether  it  is  a  rebuild  or
a  strip  for  spares.   Cordon  Richards   is  rebuilding  his  second  TR3A  with  younger
brother  waiting  to  take  possession  of.  the  f irst  as  soon  as  number  2  roils  of f
the  production  line.  Eddie  Steele.  'h,.as  f inally  started  applying  colour   (yellow)
to  his  TR4A  afterthe  most  extensive  reT3uild  I  have  ever  seen  or  heard  of .
Nearly  three  sheets  of  steel  measuri.ng  .r=;  x  4  f t  eacb  have  been  used  in  the
manufacture  of  the  topd  of  mudguardsO   doors,   floorpansg   bootlid  and  entire
sections  of  chassis  channel.   It  is  op.1y  when  you  study  the  progress  photographs
of  this  project  that  you  realis€J,  v7hat  has  gone  into  it.

Fii`ially9   advertising  :~

Erie  E€cLean  has   2  x  TR3   sidescrcjer}.s   for   7r.i35.   He   is   a.t   te.1o    222?.3,
}{1erksdorp9   or   12  May  AVL^nueg   Ada-riiay  View,   Klerksdorp.

Rene  de  Villi€rs.
TRIU!ffH   SPORTS   CAP`   CLUB  OF   NATAL

Over  the  past  year  the  ft]atal  GerLtre  has  had  its  ups  and  clowns,  witr-some
excellent  events  and  some  disappointing  events.   It  is  worth  noting  that'with  all
the  work  that  goes  on  to  arrange  tkese  events8   it  is  always  disappointing  when
the  support  is  small.   Especially  as  the  events  are  always  enjoys.bleo

•John  Liddelow  arranged   the  iNTovember  run  as   a  Rime  P`ally  around   'Toti„  and

rue  got  9  crews  to  sort  out  the  various  problems.   I*7e  ail  ended  up  at  John's
weekend  cottage  at  Mid-Illova  when  Peggy  put  on  an  excellent  lunch.  The  event
ihvolved  a  timed  wheel  change  and-  a  handbrake  test  along  the  r&ute,   and  the
winner  was  Chris  de  Wet  in  his  Stag.   Second  was  tan. Greig   (TR4),   third  was
John  Bobbins   {TR3A)   and  fourth  was  John  ltloore   (TR3A).
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The  rioggin   'n  Natter  later  in  the  mc]nth  was  organised  by  Chris  de  Wet  w'no
arranged  for  a  talk  on  Oils  by  an  expert  from  Skell.  One  usefiLl  pof.nt  which  came
out  of  the  talk  was  that  the-  use  of  mc;iybdenun  disulphide  is  f ine  where  bearings
are  not  iAVolvad  but  causes  havoc  wh.ere  they  are  irIVolved   (because  of  the  reduction
in  friction  between  the  moving  parts  thus  the  ball  bearing  i:?.oes  not  rotate  resulting
in  f lat  edges  f ormin`g) .

John  #oore's   trip  to  -t\Tagle  ijan  in  December  was  disappointing  as  only  3
competitors   turned  up,   so   that  J-ane  Garft   (`==:<:.3)   won,   lan  Greig   (TR4}   came   second
and  Cheetham   {I'R3A)   came  third.   This  December  everit  was   the  last  for   1978,   so  ,,
Graham  Cheethan   (TR3,   GT6)   wiris   ti=~3  Trium4ph  Cup,   with  John  Moo:re  as  runner  up
and  lan'Johnson  in  thir.d  Dlac`.a.

The  fdrst  event  of  1979  was  held   in  Pietermarit4p,burg  where  t7~ie  VS``:a  held
their  annual   "Car   in  the  Park"   e=*r.hibitioli.   Along  with   the  Triuriph  C;1ub  TVTere
invited   the  HG  Car  Club,   Austili-Heale`;  E{?1ub,   VCC9   Harley-Davidson  Club   and   th6
lilerce.des-Benz  Club.   The   turn-out   from  tht3  Triurxph  CluT`)  was   superb  with  about   15
gleaming  cars  all   lined  up.  The  V=;€€  really  do  put  on  a  very  worthwhile  display
and  marques   there  included  Morgar„  MG,   _rfustin-Healey,  Alfa  Romeo9  j'aguar,   Porsche,
Lotus  and  Flamingo  besides  the  older  pre-war  cars.

Our  events  for  February  and  RIarcFj.  are  as   follows   :-
llth  February  3   A  run  to  Chris  Mattsson¥s  form  at  Tongaat.   Last  year  we  h'ad

spitted  lamb  but  htis  year  it  looks   like  Curry  and  Rice.   We  will`   leave  the
Old  Pavilian  Site  at   the  end  a.f  Old  Fort  Road  in  Durban  at  loB00  an.   Bring
.your  o-un  booze.

17t'n  February   :   All  TR  owners  of  I:he  €iub  to   the  Rydal  I`4c)unt  Hotels   Gillespie
Streetg   Durban  for  the  judging  of  the  Weston  Trophy.   Be  there  in  the  Hotel
car  park  at   11,00  arii.

23rd  February   :   AGM  of   the  TSCG  of  Natal   at  the  ClubroQm,   Rydal  .Mount  Hotel,
Gillespie   Street,   -i)urban.   From  7,30  pfi\L  on.

llth  March   :   A  gymkhana  organised  r3y  the  Austin-Healey  Club.   .This   is  a  repeat
o£  last  year's  event  when  the  Triumph  Club  came  out  on  tops.

Graham  Cheetham.

ADDRESSES

TRRe ister  of  S.A.   and  the  TSCC:   of  Natal
P.0.    Box   292529   Maydon  wharf,   4057.
Chaiman  :   John  Moors,   tel.   350303   (W),   4466sO   {,H).
Secretary   :   Graham  Ctieethan,   tel.   358131   (W),   726416   (H).
TR  Register  of  S.A.,   Johannesburg  Ct3ntrc
Chairmari   €   Andre.rd  Swan,   87   The   Braids   Pticfdg   Greenside,   2193.   'fel.  .411444.
Secretary  3   Renede  \rilliers,   207  0rdirigley  Road,   ifondeor,   2091.   Tel.   592157   (H).
TR  Register  of  S.A. ,   Cape  Town  Centre
Chairman   3   Rob   Ingleby,   4  XoornTnoop,   Tjixton  Roadg   i`£owbray.i   riondeboscfi,   7700.
Treasurer   :   Bruce  Erasmus9   87   SandGwn  ¥`oad,   Rondebctsch,   7700.
TR  Register  of  S.A.,   Port  Elizabeth  Centre
Contact   3   Roux  van  der  Merwe,   68  jhasterdam  Hoek,   Port  Elizabetbg   6210.   Tel.

62021   (H).

Schff   QUICK QUIPS

In  reply  to  Rene's  letter  on  City  Police  Qualification  Certificates
We,   the  willing,   Led  by   th€=  Unknowii-ig,
Are  doing  the  Impossible  For  thc  TJngrateful.
We  have  done   so   `{.i.f.uc-a  For   so  Long  1`Jith   So  Little,
We  are  now  Qualified  To  Do  Anythir`_£s  with  Nothing.

Filling  out  a  questionaire  a  rrian  listed  his  hobby  as  "Taking  apart  nyTP`".  As'r`ed
to  list  his  ambitions,   he  wrote   3   "To  be  able  to  put  ny  TB`  back  together".

A  man  goes   into  a  Bar  and  orders  a  litrc=  of  whisky,   which  he  drinks.   Then  he  orders
a  half  litre  of  whi.sky,   and  drinks  tbat  too.  Next  he.  orders  a  double  whisky
in  a  glass,   and  empties   it.   Finally  he  orders  a  single  whisky.   [then  he  has
finished  it,   he  says  to  the  Bartend€!r,  ."You  knows   it'sa  funny  thing,  but  t+.a
less   I  drink,   the  drunker   18et''3               By  'F`ind  permi..ssion  of   E9oG.§udano    e{iss)




