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, INTRODUCTIQN

: It may be a little late to do so, but the lads working on the Commlttee
would like to wish all members a very good New Year, and hope that: all matters
TR will excell themselves during the course of the year. 3
As you all are probably aware, John and myself have just’ returned from a
trip to Cape Town, the story of which can be read elsewhere, but one ‘thing which
struck mé was the seemlngly lack of TR sports cars seen on the rcad. True, we
looked up Trevor Hall in East London and Roux van der Merwe in P.E., but no other
TR did we see on route. My first sight of one was a red TR2 in Mu1zenberg,
which the Cape Town Centre will be checking out, and a red TR3 in the centre of

‘Cape ‘Town. I mention this because we saw MGs everywhere (it's unbelievable how:

many of them there are about), besides several big Healeys.

The response to the payment of subs. has been extremely good, and the
Register's coffers are now looking better. For those of you who receive this
copy of SABRINA and who have not repaid the subs., for 1§78, I would earnestly |
ask that you do so as quickly as possible. If you have sold your car, we would |
be most grateful if you would tell us of the new owner's address, and encourage :
him te Jozn us. :

NEW MEMBERS -

KIETH WAISON 30 Yalvxa Street, Northmead Ext. 4, Benonl, 1500

R. CHIPPET, 218 Great West Way, Kabega, Port Ellzabeth, 6001. TR3.

JAMES DUNCAN, 20 Mahogany Street, Dalpark, Brakpan, 1540. TR2.

TREVOR HALL, 11 Rosyth Road, East London, 5201. TR3 (TS 13071), TR3A (TS 33767)

JOHN ROBERTSON, 14 Nirvana Road, Brighton Beach, 4052, TR3 (TS 16906)

ERIC BLACK, P.0. Box 15, Doonside, 4135. Associate. : ,

BARRY DIX-PEEK, 24 Richmond Hill, Port Ellzabeth, 6001, TR2.

GEORGE DUNCAN, 11 Syringe Street, Dalpark, Brakpan, 1540. TR4A. o

CHRIS HARVEY, c/o Afromar (Pty) Ltd, 418 Amcor House, 88 Marshall Street,: ' A
Johannesburg, 2001, TR6. : it

MIKE KARNOVSKY, 208 Rockview Helghts, Percy Street Yeoville, 2198 TR4A._ L

T.B. OSLER P.O. Box 5564, Johannesburg, 2000. TR3 (TS 13073). S

J.W. RAFFERTY, P.0. Box 213, Kroonstad, 9500. TR3.

RICK ENGELA, 5 Shalom Court, Liberty Street, Southfield, 7800.

RICHARD BEAMES, 506 Forest Hill, Mowray, Rondebosch, 7700, TR6.

JOHN. RXALL, 5. Belmont. Avenue, Oranjezicht, Cape Town, 8001 Assoc1&te. - ';‘:‘ }
ROB. RINGROSE Dunkllng Wolfe Street, Wynberg, Plumstead, 7800 . IR3. |

FROM THE CHAIR =~ L

&

First th1ng from me th1s edltlon is a rather belated but nevertheless s
sincere best wishes to all for 1978. As this year sees the 25th anniversary of.
continuous TR production, we should all try our best to keep our TRs up to-
scra ch, use them as:much.as possible, and encourage others tc sample the
delights of open TR motoring. .

-Since the last SABRINA we have, of course, cellebrated (hlc) Christmas.
Graham and I went to Cape Town on the much threatened Boozz Croozz. Although
the. story of our trip will be written up in some detail elsewhere in this:
edltlon, I would like to extend our thanks to those we met on the trap, and .
who plied us with beers and interesting facts and stories. The cars we saw .
were very nice, particularly Roux van der:Merwe's in P.E. and Doug Tyler's. an
Cape Town. I.felt quite ashamed of the old green machine and can only blame-
the dirt for maklng it look worse than it really is. Seeing these nicely .
rebuilt: cars serves as an incentive. to get stuck into my TR3 to try. and have 1t
flnlshed for Bloemfontein in October. g

. Apart from the Cape trip thlngs have  been qu1et on the TR slde. Mv 3A
contlnues to give good daily service except for an annoying lack of. top. end :
power. Top speed (on the race track) is about 90 mph and I can't seem to ;squeeze
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any more from it, I shall rebu;ld another set of carbs. and see if 1t helps.
shall also check the valve timing, but as this involves removing ‘the front end,
radiator, etc., it can wait until the carbs. are ready, and I can do it all at uhe
same .time., .-
slatest thlng to happen at the re91dence ot the chalr is the arrival’ ‘of
another B.R.G. TR3A, belonging to Carol St Leger who . drove down from Rhode81a
with her two German Shepherd dogs end a cat. T rather rashly, whllst well into
Wy, :CUPS, volunteered to help .out. with mending the clutch, suspen51on, wiring, ,
etc,.Carol will be wrxtlng the story of her trip, whlch was quite adventurous.f’
-The.car, 1nc1dent1y, is.mot too bad. actually - 1f you 1gnore the blown head
gasket, that is..
%+ ..Sa.that' '3 it: from the Chalr for now Don't forget any as51sstance w1th .
the IR3 w111 be gratefully accepted espec1a1ly if accompanled by a blank cheque.
Cheers, John Moore, Ghaltman. ‘-- CRE wfa T *
A BRIEF hISTORY,OFITHE POST WAR,TRIUMPH &DADSTERS : DART 4

‘It 'was about the time of the -introduction of:the TR3A in August 1957 that |
the Saled" ‘figures for ‘the cars began to ""take off!. This. is perhaps due to 'the .
arrival of disc brakes; thé growing competition’'recotd and the many and © - -
increasing word-of-mouth recommendationd. The sales figures for 1956 were 4360
whilst 1957 the figure had doubled to 9821, then doubled again to 15160 in 1958.
1959 showed a total sales of no less than 20552, at which time there begania Fa -
decline, although 16291 TR3As were soldin 1960. We must record that. the’majority
of the cars went to North America, but exports were also made to such unllkelv
p}aces as Bollv1a, Ecuador "Ghana' and Cambodia. . -
The" tars were’ certalnly gaining a reputation for: bE1ﬁg the 1dea1 stort1ng
car, whether for rallies (whére it was sttoag ‘and fast):;-driving testa (smallj .
manoeuvrable and robust) or cicuit racing (cheav to prepare, eminently tunable;-
and easily repalred) The TRBAs became evervman 8! sports car- as the MG had been
in the 1930s. "
As‘-far’ as production was- concerned it had out ‘on SOme We1ght smnce 1953,
with more and better trlm, thicker panels, reinforcement: here and: there:and
addition&l f1tt1ngs, but the power had gone up’ from 90 bhp to a very scl1d R
100 bhp. i |
Competition successes durlng 1957 were not: ou1te‘as 1mprees1ve as earlxer }

ez ezemrE——

years, but even so, Bernard Consten took: third: o¥erall..in the L1ege—Rome—L1ege,
and an enigmatic young lady called Annie Soishault: won:.the Coupe des Dames- in the
Tour de France. 1958 competltlons showed .a return to the successes of the earlier
years with Ken ‘Richardson's works cars winning .events with monotonous regularity. i
Apart from Paddy Hopkirk's outright win'in the Circuit of Ireland (the first of , !
many for him), Keith'Ballisat won a Coupe-des-Alpes in the-toughest-ever:Alpine ~— |
(defeating a team of 2,6-1lit reAust1n~Hea1eys) Ron Gouldbourn and Stuart Turner i
had a class win in the Tulip, Colonel Crosby in the Llege—Romeleege and . ; f
Gatsonides:.in the Monte Garlo -Rally. Further, 'Gatso' arrived in Monte Carlo in i
58th .position:after battling through a dreadful;snpw storm, then pulled up. a,_,
phenominal 52 pasitions’ to tiake sixth place overall... ... Sy

It was ~about :this time that the works. .cars. engxnes Were extended to, T
initially, 2187 cc by using 87 mm liners from the Massey~Ferguson.tractor. Qnce
the v2,;2=Iitre -enginé - (unaccountably 2138.cc .using 86:.mm liners) became available - ‘
to privaté‘owners -as well as the factory, race- engine power outputs reached a-
peak of ibetwéen 130 and 150 bhp. So many TRs were raced in Britain that there‘,
were:special races and.championships for them. At one time the rallying scene.
was so.full of TRs that it was, seriously proposed that.there .should be a .
separate .category for them. Everyone who: was.anyone in Brztlsh rallying, or who
aspired 'to becoming:someone with. the least possible, effort bought his TR first.
It was only /the announcement of. the. little. Aust1n~Bealey Sprlte in 1958 and the
ubiquitous -BMC Mini-in 1959 which.changed the trend. .Even.,go, it has been known
for the first 25 cars off in a National Brltlsﬁ &ally to all. be. TR3A5. Sedn b

. The emphasis during 1959.and..1860. was towards.the. development of.a. w;nner it
at Le Mans; and the story of SABRINA whlch has already been told, remalns ey i
:exciting. ... v . e e : . : . Foa

s




..3-._ T | |

The TR3A was developed into the TR3B for the American market durlng 1962,
which used a 2, 2-11tre engine and a gearbox with synchromesh on all gears, the
same as -the TR4 whlch was introduced to the publlc in September 1962,

" TF- HNICAL TOPICS :
SOME OBSERVATIONS ON REBUILDING A TR3 : PART 3

As far as bodywork is concerned; the only solution is to find a really good
panélbeater and pay him.for his services. Make sure that he cuts out zll the body
rust and welds in new panels - don't let him get away with covering it with filler.
Check all the body panels for cracks, particularly round the firewall and the front
of the front inner wing panels where they bolt to the chassis, and have them
welded up before he starts painting. S :

The front suspemsion and steering will probably be one of the most expensxwe
parts of the rebuild but will ultimately make or break the car. As far as the
steering is concerned there are a number of points which need to be watched apart.
from the obvious ones of the condition of the ball joints and the suspension

“* trunnions. There are two Silentbloc and fulcrum pin'aseemblies (part no. 105063)--

at either end of ‘the link betweén the drop arm on the steering box:iand the:idler
arm. (These should be replaced every 15 000 miles - SABRINA, May 1976). They do: b
- 'not seem to be available in Cape Town any 1onger but we intend trying a repair on:
some 0ld ones using Flexane..
The steering idler should be checked for wear ~ the oape Town Centre w111
be able to supply some idler bodies. when the spares cataloguing is completed.-
Another way of reducing slack in the steering is to reduce the play in the steering
box due to wear in the peg in the rocker shaft assembly, Th1s can be achleved
very ea311y by knocking out the peg and turning. it through 20°
© It is also worth checking that &ll the steadies-are vresent on the steerlng
column., The one from the steering column clamp: to-the fascia steady bracket was -
introduced from commission no. TS 1390 onwards. From TS 5777 an additional steady
was. introduced from the steering column, just above: the steering box, to the driver's
side suspension turret, This took the form of two U-shaped brackets bolted . ... ; j
together round the column and attached by one'end to the chassis. o
On' later cars there was aleo 2 stiffening bracket between the lower steerlng
trunnion bracket fixing bolt and one of the bumper holtz (part no. 107851).
According to our spares book this was introduced from TS 22014. The TR Wbrkshop
‘Manual by J.H. Haynes refers to this as a bumper stiffening bracket, but it
appears more likely to be another steering stiffening bracket as it only: appears ‘ ;
on the steering box side of the car.: ‘ |
Rewiring the car is quite a s1mp1e operation, partlculatlv if you can flnd
someone who will sell you lengths of wire with the correct colour codes. However,.
if yoii have to use the same colour wires you will need a multimemer or a battery
and ‘test lamp to sort them out at some stage. It will save a lot of time if you
make all wires a few inches lomnger than you think you will need -and then-.tape:them
into a loom before you make off the ends. Remember that some of the extra lead, ..
length will be lost in the taping up process, so you will always have less over :
than you expected.
For the rest you will need a fairly powerful solderlng gun to heat up some
of the thicker wire you will need for generator: leads, :et¢c. Needless to say .you. must
use rosin cored (electrical) solder otherwise you w111 havp corrosion setting in~
in your JOlntS. The whole secret is cleaning the metals before atteﬂpt1ng to solder
them and you will save yourself a tremendous amount of trouHIe if you buy new
‘bullets fot your snap comnectors rather than trying to Te-use the old ones. ' '
Having said all this though, you might well find it better to buy a made~up
loom from.one of the overseas suppliers, oartxcularly if you order it early on in
the: rebuild (see SABRINA, November 1976}, I believe, however, that they are a11
taped up rather than hav1ng the. or1g1na1 faarlc covered type.,
_- TR3 fuel guages seem to give quite a lot of trouble ‘and the manual tells you
how to check out the system and locate the fault, One of the poxnts to cketck 1s
that the earth from the sendey unit to the bodv 1is 1n good shane. 1f you f1nd that
the fault.is in the sender unit you may. well bhe able to flx it yourself The unit
can be strlpped qulte easily by straigbhtening out the tw1sted metal tongues and

]
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prising ‘the top off. There is then a good chance that the lead to-the bobbin of
resistance wire has‘got mixed up with one of the wipers and braeken:cff. The "
resistance wire must be carefully ¢leaned before .tinning it ~ this can be a.bit -
of a tricky operation but it should come right after a few attempts. If the resistance
needs to be rewound you'll need to find a friendly electrician or 1ﬂstrument ‘Fellow

to give you a hand but it should not be too difficult. @ I

Finishing off gour car will undoubtedly be the most dlfflcult part ‘of all the
rebuild as there is no substitute for painstaking attention to detail. There are a
few points, however, which may be of assistance to you.. One thing to remember’ Wlth
-regard to. chreme platipg is that although it is expen31vc for large parts like
bumpers, - hubcans, etc., 1t is remarkably cheap tor small parts, so.it is not wor;h
skimping on instrument bezels and other small 1tems. You w111, however, have to
dismantle items containing springs (filler caps, door catches, etc.) prior to
chromlng because the.acid bath whlch they use to strip off the old chrome may ruin
the. spring. .

Another. 1mportant point is. tha* dle—cast 1tems (flller cap, grab handle, boot
and bonnet h1nges) may cause problems. ‘Basically, they, may be pitted due to corrosion
which has: penetrated,the chrome layer and you should be.warned about this by.the, !
chroming. people. However, you must. insist that if it is pitted they go ahead and. .
chrome and polish it without trying to pOllSh the pit marks out, because. the dle-cast
material (mazak) is basically poroug under a smooth skin and if they polish down
into the porous.material the item is ruined. This lesson was, learnt the hard way
on the.filler.cap. of the TR3 we, are rebuilding. :

Before you break your neck trying to strxp the chromed escutcheons of the .
lid and spare wheel cover of: the TR3, the round ones are available in Cape Town,
and probably elsewhere in the.country, as.they are used on bus bodies. :

A word of advice is not to, throw away anything you take off the car untll
you are quite sure it is of no. use to yourself or anyome else. Remember thaq
something you digcard may be invaluable to someone who Just can't get a :

- replacement. It may also.be repalrable by someone w1th the rxght equipment. or Just
sufficient, time. to tagkle it, Old .carpets, tonneau covers. and hpods, etc. can _
always be used by other people as templates to make new cnes. The spares. altuatlon
is changing.so rapxdlv that we cannot really afford to throw away worn, parts
‘anymore 1f«xhexe As even a sllght chance of them bexng repalxed -and used by
somebody. : Y. Py :

One thlng Wthh w111 help you when your trying. to vork out which parts really
belong to your .car is. the date, of manufacture stamped on many of the original
components (wiper moters, qwltches, hooters, etc.). This is always in the form of a
month and a.year so .that 4 56 means April 1956, and it is only stamped on original
equipment, not on replacement spares. . ..

. This concludes the excellent article Lhat Chrls and John achnltz have so
klndly submitted for inclusion in SABRINA. A number of further comments w111 appear ~
in olr. May edition which will. include some interesting po-nters taken from
Road & Track and: other useful points. It would be nice to see other comments
about. the methods and techniques used by Chris .and Jonn

PETROL INJECTION PARI 5

i

.Test 2. Engine, startsbut runs: erratlcally

()

_ 1f the englne starts, but runs erratically, the oeration of the excess fuel
“"lever should be checked over ‘the complete ranges If the excess fuel lever is:
correctly adjusted, the petrol imjection system should be checked. The method

adopted depends on whether the fallurk affects one cylinder only, or all cyllnders.
To ‘ascertain which cyllnder is not operatlng satisfactory, the injector

pipes are lightly 'grasped in turn. One of the injector piped will have weak::
pulsations, or no pulsations at all. The appropglate-sparking7p1ug and injeetor
should then be withdrawn from the engime. The 'sparking plug :should te’ thoroughly
cledned, and ‘the contsct gap should be' set within the limits recommended by the
sparking ‘plug manufacturer. Thé 1n3ector sheculd be removed from' the feed 11ne,w»w
and' comnected to a dry, filtered air supply at a pressure of 80.1bf/sq. in. imn the
forward direction. This air pressure is normally sufficient to remove any*partlcles
which may' hdve becomé trapped on the valve seat causing the injectoe to !'stick -
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open". If, however, the injector stitl does not function correctly, it should be
replaced. ' I o ' -
If the failure of the petrol -injection affects all cylinders, the pressure of
the fuel in the supply line and the relief valve setting should be checked.. First check
check the operation of the fuel lever over the complete range and secondly, check
the ihgection timing. If the coupling has been replaced the injection timing may
be '130° out of phase. The following action should then be takem : -
- '(a) The rotor 6f the metering unit should be turned until no. 6 injection -port
is wide open. This is done by visual inspection when no. 6 outlet union
~ is removed. . .
(b) The engine should be turped until the rotor arm of the ignition distributor
' points towards the electrode which is connected to no. 1 cylinder. The
distributor contacts should be just opening. The injection timing is then
: correct. : ' » L '
If the injection timing, theeexcess fuel lever and the injectors have been checked
and found satisfactory, the failure of the petrol injection system is due to faulty
mixture control unit. The mixture control unit should, therefore, be replaced and
the complete assembly (metering distributor/mixture contral unit) should be
re-calibrated.
Test 3. Excessive-fuel consumptien
Tf the fuel consumption is excessive it may not be due to the faulty- operation
of the petrol injection system. It may be caused by the failure of the ignition
system. The two components which should be checked are the sperking plugs and the
distributor contacts.

Test 4. Engine starts but does not respond to movements of the throttle.

i1f the engine starts but does not respond to movements of the thréttle, the
action of the throttle must be checked. Enmsure that the movement of the acceleeator
pedal is properlt relayed to the throttle butterfly. The pipe which connects the
mahifold to the ‘contrel unit is then removed from the engine to ensure'that there
. dre no air leaks. If the results of both tests are satisfacyory the metering
distributor/mixture control unit is faulty and should be replaced.

: That is the fipal episodc of the great petrol injection mystery. We hope that
the informatio given has been of some use to the owner's of fuel injected TR5s and
TR6s. We do have further information specific to these two models so if you are still
in trouble with your system then contact us for further help. b

PERFORMANCE TEST ON A RBLOXWD

For many years this model has proved popular as & very confortable, practical
and uneconomic proposition. The parent ccmpany, "The Nuptial Organisation”, has
produced them in a variety of different sizes to suit ‘all tastes. It has been
realised by this company that owners acquiring this model as their first tend to
remain faithful to it for a considcrable perdod, so steps have been taken to improve
the upholstery and performance as time progresses, though &t was found to
deteriorate with constant usage. ' ‘ - -

The difference between the latest madel and that tested in 1960 are the results

, .120f logkeal development rather than radical change, though due to the longer

running-in period this model appears to bz more flexible. The luggage locker has
been improved by removing any superfluous accesories and .accessibility has been.

‘The weight 1is Up ‘about 5 1b but the acceleration is up by 10 min over that
previously tested and a true maximum is reached in 25 min if not driven too hard.
The conditions were far from ideal, the surface being rather firm, and had it not
been for this factor the times obtained might have been faster still. The only major
criticism is that fuel consumption seems to be excessive with respect to the ...
results obtained. o : S

" The speedometer was found to be rather pessimistic at high speeds and one
was found to be travelling faster than expected. The diagphragmatic acceleration
at mazimim was found to be 8% cycles/min meaning that high speeds cannot be kept
up for long. Fast cruising was marred slightly by vibration but this may have been
peculiar to the acyual wmodel ‘being tested. : ‘ : : o Lo

o .
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'The instruments were found to be exceptional. All controls fell immediately
to hand, especially if stripped for sport. Ome was struck by the general smoothness

" and reflned operatlon of the mechanism. Or second class surfaces the crulslng

speed was not restricted by undesn:aabln reaction from the suspen31on.

" There is a little roll at’ low noise level, but without any undesirable
skiddishness becoming apparent. Sensible control reduces fatlgue on long Jourpeys
and essential information about conditions is transmitted back. Braking power is
'of‘a low standard, there being virtually no stopping power and a lack of pull to
both sides.’ ' ‘ R

Main instruments are placed right in front of the driver, and are not hidden

 frdm his view at any time. The headlights are of a brilliance which enables h1gh
_ speed to be used at nlgnt The upholstery is tailored in white kid skin and is of

exquisite texture.

To sum up, the performance of this model is most satisfactory 1eav1ng a desire

,to renew aquaintanceship after a necessarily short relationship.

Preformance figures.
Acceleration : Time to warm up from carly start, 5 mins.
o From rest to — top, 5 mins.
middle, 10 mins.
‘ low, 25 mins. - ' :
Speeds under test : Pulse rate, 100 cyclos/mln. Dlaphragmatlc acceleratlon,

‘ o - 85 cycles/min. '

Tractive resistence : Depending on type of fuel used. Average on 35 Z P -

alcohol content, none. EEE

Braking efficiency : Q.7%. Thesz were found to fade 1mmed1ate1y on appllcat1on
L " "of amy pressure at all.
' "Fuel consumption : Beer, 8 pints per hour.

' ' L Gin, } bottle per hour.

, , " Vodka, 1 bottle per hour. o
Weather : .Dark and overcast with highk humidity. Intermittent drizzle, air
‘ temperature 98. 4°F. These figures are’ the mean of 4 opp031te runs.

Price : 2 stalls tickets and coffee.

. Engine capacity : 22 cu. in. (variable). No. of cyllnae_rss 1. Bore and stroke
PR » 2 in. x 6 in. Compression ratio, 2:1. Valve gear, side valve.
B.H.P. : } male power. :

Weight : (with 2 gals, of fuel) 120 1b,
Weight distribution : Top 60 7, bottom 43 Z%.
Laden as tested : 120 + 160 = 280 1b.

.“Brakes : 2 hands. Method of operation, interference w1th squeel
Tyres ‘i Size 4 with .leather soles.

Tank capacity ¢ .2 gals. ) . : . . S
‘Cooling system-: } pint cold water. o ; e
Turning circle : Dependent on uplift, 40 in. '

Dimenstions : Heighty 5 ft. 7 in...33 x 20 x 34,

Ground clearance : 40 in.

Frontal area : 2.sq. hands. -

Electrical system -:Shocking, h;adllght double dip. 2 in. bulls. o
Suspens1on Front, independent elastic anti-roll bar Optlonal Rear, buffers.

25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

Thank you for sending me details of your accommadation requirements. at
Mazelspoort Holiday Resort for the weekend -of 7/8th October. We received a :

;bsecond letter from them ‘asking us to be -booked by the end of the year (1977),
' 's0 wé dec1ded to pay them a visit on cur way back from Cape Town to see what

was happenlng. They have, it seems, left the whole weekend free for the TR
Reglster, so all we have to do now is to send in our dc9051ts.

Thev require ‘a deposit of 507 of the total rental’ owing. Ve 1lght be able
to get thls deposit reduced in terms of a block booking, but I 'would like hhe
fqll amount (50%) to send on for the booking by, at the latest, lst March.

' To remind persons ‘of the accommadation costs, here they ‘are again':
(a) Large bungalows with conveniences : R§,50 per day.
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(b) Small bungalows with conveniences : R3,50 per day.
(c) .Large .rondavels w1th conveniences ,: k5,00 per;day.
(d) Small rondavels : R2,50 per day. o
-4e) Tents : No- depGSlt required.. o
.Those of you who.are not sure about the weekend, can, of ccurse, book on
their own, but we would like you to contact us that you are .going. The thlng is.

= ; they will not hold the accemmadatlon for us: 1ndef1n1te1y, so make the effort and
.send-us:your deposits now. . ;

There will be a charge. foeren»er*ng the weekend events whlch w111 pay for
a special anniversary,dashboard plaque peesently being designed, and for. other\
small, but necessary, items. This will be payeble at.a later date.

.Although not fully organised yet, I expect the following programme of . L
..ewents. Friday evening, a friendly chat round the braai fires. Saturday, mornlng,
- free, Saturday afternoon, a visit to the Brandkop xaclng Circuit. Saturday
evening, a dinner-dance. Sunday morring, the Concours d' Elelgance. Sunday evening,
to.be arranged. v o T

The address at Mazelspoort is P.0. Box 288, Bloemfontein, 9300 and the .
telephone no. is 75932/37848. Anybody contacting them should mention the TR
Register. - .

I-will now. cross my flngers and wait. for all those dep031ts to roll un.
Just think of all those TRs together, folks! -

A CHRISTMAu TOUR PART 1

~I cannot’ prec1sely remember when John mentioned a tr1p to Capv Town,.but it
must have been some: 18 months ago. The idea was to go by TR, so that the good
weather could be enjoyed to the fullest and.the cars could show the Roglster flag.
Originally, . there were five cars in the group, but one by one, the party was
reduced. to- John. .and myself in the twe TR34s. .

. - Planning the trip started early in the year, in order to get accommadatlon
..and cars all sorted out, Necedless to say, we were not able to book any I
accommadadation in advance, so had to rely on good luck and Judgement. The cars
needed quite-a bit of preparation, mine in particular requ1r1ng a ‘hood and s*de
curtains. Then we needed to take a, supply of spares, just in case of Dreakdowns,
so. a box .containing starters, generators, water pump, distributor, coil, fan
belts, side shaft, gaskets, etc., was asscmbled., Lucky that John had the foresight
to build a lightweight trailer to carry it all in.

We decided early on to make use of a tent, and I was lucky enough to borrow
quite a nice one from my brother. With this and the camping equipment, we were
all set for a good time. .

: We left Escombe:at about 7, 00 am in perfect motorlng conditions and. arrlved
. at the Transkei border post by . abou* 10,00 am, We decided to leave the .two glrls
.in the.cars whilst we went to get through the Customs, but no, we all had to be
there at the .same tiue. Eventually we were th*ough,,aﬂd on our -7ay to Kokstad
.for,..a welcome lunch. We had understood rather 1ncorrect1y, that the ‘garages 1n the
Transkei remained open for the sale of petrol after 12 noon on Frldays, but to

our consternation, we found they closed at the same time. We arrived ayt Mount
Ayliff 10 minutes before clesing time. and. filled up with the sweet stuff.

Between Kokstad and our refuel point, one of the. trailer tyres dec1ded to
blow up, so & hasty wheel change was carried out. By Butterworth, a second tvre
had decided to produce balloons in the side wall, so we had to invest in a new
tyre. From this point on, we had no further problens with the traller.

The roads throuhg the Transkei are excellent. and we experlenced no problems
whatsoever. The first 60 miles or so from Koxstad are superb on a brard ‘new and
wide road. A

We eventually arrlved ‘at East Lonaon at about 6 OO pm, and al;hough the i
first site we lcoked up was full, .the second at Nahoon “outh was able to put us
up for the next three nlghts, It was ‘the first time we had erected the tent and
with the 11ght fading fast,. we;were lucky te get it pltched in reasonable tlme.
Then the wine came out and none of us can remember the rést. of the” evenlng. ’

Our next day was spent shopping for food and sunbathlng, Pity, because there
was a big race meeting being held on the 0ld Grand Prix cifcuit on the same day
and we didn't know about it. We did, however, manage to look up Trevor ‘Hall, who
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lives practically next door.to the campsite. Trevor.is carrying out a rebuild of a
TRBA, which we have suggested he put back to.a:TR3 so that the car agrees with the
commission numbers. Trevor's work so far looks extremely.good;.and the completed
car should be very nice. (We can all have a look.at the results of his rebuild.at
Mazelspoort -in October). The TR3A which he has also got will be rebuilt after the
TR3 gets back on:the road.

: ‘We visit the famous: Poppagelll s Restaurantson the beachfront for what we hope
will be a brilliant meal. We are bltterly disappointed, and find that not only:is
the food not good, but the service is extremely poor. After our meal, we seek a
quiet drink somewhere and very quickly find ourselves at the Holiday-Inn where we
have to pay R&,00 JUST TO GET IN. We cannot find:a quiet bar, so demand our momey
back. We get: it as well - I wondwr just what the legal position is for. charging
someone just to get-in to an Hotel ? So we move on. to:Hotel Osner next door which
prOWLSCS to have a nice qulet lounge bar. '"Brandy and coke, scotch and ginger.ale,

Coke and a Hansa, please" says I. “I'm sorry, Sir, we cannot serve spirits, we

do not have a licence'". One of the largest Hotels in East London and it does not
have a spirits licence'!:What is this World coming to I

Sunday was passdd very pleasantly. doing as little as p0551b1e. The only kind
of movement seemed to be one of refilling empty glasses or opening another.cold:
beer. UNtil the Goon Show came’ on, then we all had a good laugh. Rain made our
evening braai a bit awkward, but no: one: conplained. : .

We were on the road the next morning by 8,15 am and after pa351ng over the
Buffalo River made our way through the sand dunes to the Grand Prix cireuit. What <

and Whitney Straight's' Maserati roaring down the. main straight.passed the plts..

. 0f course, we took pictures of.the two TRs in front of: the pit. apron..

Sadly moving off, we headed off in the direction of King William’ s’Town, but
somehow find ourselves driving through the sand .dunes again. 'What's this'. I says,
A beautiful wide road next to the sea'". We will never know how we got to Port
Alfred, but the road was ‘excellent and there was nobody on it. After a quick snack
we set ‘off for Grahamstown :to ‘see the Settlers Monument. Grahamstown, with its
Rhodes University,: really is worth seeing, and most certainly resembles some of the
older English towns which ‘areé renowned for their beauty. I wouldn't like to comment
on the social life-of the town, but: it certainly 1mpressed us looklng down from
the Monument in the bright sunshlne. :

st

- SPARES NEWS

Much better news this edition with regard to small orders. Our- U, K. suppliers
have written and corrected the impression that thew were not interested in small

:'orders. The " system is that for small orders they will hold up the ordre to obtain

all available items, possibly causing some delay, but the preferable (not obligatory)
larger orders will be sent as soon as the bulk of the items are ready, and items <
temporarily mot available would be sent as they become available. This of course,

" is much better ans and we hope to be able to send smaller orders more frequently

in future.

To bring everybody up to date I will now llst most)of the spares that are
available with approx. prices (fluctuation of foreign currency makes accurate
pricing impossible) dfid ‘availability. - no : e
Wiring loom, 2/3/3A, R40,00, ex import.

Wiring loom, 4/4A, R66500, ex import. SR . .
Windscreen rubber top, 2/3/3A, R6,00 ea, -ex import. SRR T cod

" Windscreen rubber bottom, 2/3/3A, R6,00 ea, ex import.

Dzus clips, bonnet, sidescreen, wlndscrcen, R1,50 ea, ex lmper P
Bracket for bonnet clip, 2/3/3A, R12,00 pair, ex 1mport. sk
Upper ball joint, 2/3/3A, R50,00: pa1r, ex: import. ;e Lo
Upper ball 301nt, 414A, R30,00 pair,ex import. . e A S SRR E e g
Track rod ends, inner only, 2/3f3A 'R30,00 pair, ‘ex 1mport.‘ SRR T Pk
Aluminium stone guards, 2/3/3A, R30,00 paif, ex 1mport. :
Alumdnium feet, 2/3/3A, R15,00 pair, ex 1mport. e
Wiper blades, 2/3/3A, R2,00 palr, local,”

Wiper arms, 2/3/3A, R18,00 pair, ex import.
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Front apron medallion, red or blue, 2/3/34/4; R20,00 ea, ex import.

Gear lever boot, 2/3/3A, R12,00," impétt uncertain.- ' : R

Exhaust flangé to'box, 2/3/3AJ4/4A, 15,00, local.

Radiator hoses;:2/3/34;:R12,00" for’ sét of 4; local. ‘ : c

Soft top-frames, 2/3/3#,"R60,00-to order, local,’ -~ = =~ - 7 < T

Side screen frames, 2/3/3A, R30,00 to order ea, local. o T T e e

Handbrake cable long, 2/3/3A, R12,00 plus old cable, local. \

Handbrake cable short, 2/3/3A, R5,00 ea'plus old ¢able, local,

Seat cushion springs, R15;00 pair, stock. B

Handbrake assembly, 2/3/3A, R20,00 ea, stock.

Rear hub, 2/3/3A, R10,00, stock.

Disc protectors, 3A/4/4A, R5,00 pair, stock,

Fuel guage, 2/3/3A/4, R15,00, stock. .

Side lamp, white single filament, late3/3A, R6,00 ea, stock.

Piston rings;:86'mm'scrapérs;'R6,00’for set of 4, stock. o

Piston rings, ‘83 mm compression, R6,00 for set of 4, stock.

Ring gear, 4/44/5, R17,00, stock. _ . '

Clutch cylinder stay bracket, 2/3/34, R2,00, stock.

Second gear bush, R6,00, stock.- o '

Pistons, 83'mm H grade, R6D,00 for set of 4, stock.

Reverse, wheel' assembly, R20;00,  stock. : ‘

Overdrive brake ring, R15,00, stock. o

Overdrive gearbox main shaft, R30,00, stock. -

Sealed beam headlight unit assembly, R20,00 ea, stock.

Starter-pinion and sleeve, 2 or 4, X15700, stock,

Door handle, 34, R7,50 ea, stock. o -

Brake/clutch fluid résérvoir caps, R1,;00 ea, stock. ‘ o
‘Large items. I haven't yet had any firm orders for large items so if you

want any of these below, please send your money and we will start the ball rolling.

. Bumper, 3A, R40,00 ea. ** o ) ' '

Front overrider, 3A, R40,00 per’pair.

'Rear overrider, 34, R40,00 per’pair.

Front grille, 3A, R20,00 eal”' "
Front grille, 4, R34,00 ea.
Front grille, 4A, k23,00 ea. =
Floors, 2/3/3A, R50,00 ea. ~* = , v
Wing beads, stainless steel; 3/3A, R30,00 per set of 6.
Outer sills,”2/3/3X; R30,00 ea. = ‘ '
Quarter panels’ (behind 46édr),’2/3/34, R40,00 ea.
Rear wings, 2/3/38, R0,00 eh, . o
_ Ihﬁér’étééring'chumh;;2f373A;jR60,00"ea. : ' e
J’Kit't%’rébuild‘innérfsteering'éoiump,.?/3/3A{ R50,00 ea. .= - .
7 K11 these pafts have 'to’' bé $ea“freighted sd'We.ﬁusf'putffégethé;’ajlatgg;;f
"order to warrant packing costs, et¢., so I' cannot order anything until“plenty of
people s¢nd in their orders’and mopey. *© = o ’
'::”3“Frdﬁt”Suépehsibn“completé{rébuild'kit”includinthruﬁniOns,'Ball joints,’
rubber” sleeves, ‘bushes, washeérs, etc., approx,R130 plus vertical links if needéd -
R80 ea. ex inmport. ‘ o ST
""" " Boot and bonmet hinges. I can get these locally manufactured in chromed
brass“ds' briginal with the correct studs, etc., at R60,00 per set of 4., This =~
compares’with local (if available) latest price from Leyland od R32,00 EACH, or
imported at R75,00 per set. Both in mazalk (white 'metal) so ours will be far -
- superior. But we must have orders (with money) for at least 6 sets, so if you
need hinges please send your order. Note, a dininun order must br for a pair
of hinges either boot or bonnet. B o o
'0il filters. A good buy for Centrec as’ stock items are Purolator felt-type '

‘'at Ro,80 ea. ) S ; o B
Important mnote. To list every spare availablé either held in Durban, Cape
Town, etc.; or'available import would require & thick book. Therfore we only list’
“the ‘most popular items. This does mot maen the part YOU require is necessarily =
not. available. Therefore if your spare does not appear in the above 'list, please

R ti e T B ’ | H
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contact us for availebility and price. Lo |

Please support your spares section. The .more support we get,: the more
efficient will become our service to you with more items being bought for stock.=
I have also had little response to the suggestion of: a. spares fund, but. if all~
those whe will support such a shheme would like to sendiR10,00 to me we will try
to get something moving. If it fails then we will refund your donations. If it °
succeeds then items such as rubbers, hlﬂgas .can . be. ordered for- stocx. Subscribers
will get discounts from spares they require. : ’

And that's all except a request to order now btfore it's too: lates*

John.
BITS AND PIECES

Both Roux van der:Merwe (TR2) and Doug T]ler (TR3A). have completed super.. : '
rebuilds. Roux's car is finished in B.E.C. whilst Doug's - car ‘is in;light blue, It
is always pleasant to see such beautifully prepared cars, as it encourages other
owners to improve their own. o

Many congratulatlons to Andrew Swan, Mike Weston and Trevor hall on: their
recent marriages. We hope TRs don't get left out of your future llves. v

We hear that Claude Wessels has started to put his TR3A back. together agaln.
After such an accident as Claude had, it is good to see that the enthusiasm:lives
on. - :

Trevor Crozier's blue car was invelved in a head-on colllslon at King -
William's Town, and as far as I can gather, is still in the hands of the pollce. A d
The car would be a good buy for spares, if you would like to follow the iead up. 2
Trevor's reputation for building TRs is very high, and the TR2 mentioned was/is ‘
in excellent mechanical condition. Most defanitely worth looklng in to. Trevor's.
other car, the biege one, has had its supercharger taken off, because of broken
vanes and fan belts. ;

Our library continues to grow. Latest va01alt10nS are a LRF parts manual
and a book on brakes and brzke linings given to the Register by the Cape. Town centre,
and the Olyslager book on the TR4. These join the workshop manuals on the. TR2 (with
TR3 supplement) and TR4A, the Olyslager book on the TR2/3/3A and the Standard-. .
Triumph Review for 1955-64. Reference to ghese books is open to all members, but.
they cannot be taken from the library premises. Photostat copies of relevant ‘ |
information can be made at something like 10c a copy. : |

With the TR2/3/3A being assembled locally by Motor Assemblles of Durban, ‘
many anomolies have turned up. TR3s appear with flashlng indicators, something,
which came with the TR3As in the U.X. Now John Schultz. appears. to. have a TR3 body
on a TR2 chassis, This wixing of different cars by Motor Assemblies wili no. doubt -
pose serious problems when one starts to judge for originality.in Concours. events;

Graham Robson's new book, "The Triumph TRs - A Collector's,. uulde .is, excellent”
and contains many new photographs. What. rather suprised me, however, 1s the lack ~ |
of photographs of TRs racing in Club everts - not a one in the competition sectaon. !
Poor Reg Woodcock does not feature at all, and he has won all sorts of trophies in
the Historic Races these past few years. Also. missing are details of ‘South. African
exports. whlch I thought should . have appearcd. The book should be appearing on the
bookshelves Just about now.

We have. dlscovered some .problenms in sending items of: regalla through the post.

In future, would persons please advise us as to whether thay want their items.to be
sent by Qlestered Post or .not. Obv1ously it will cost.a.little extra (25c OF.: so) :
but at jeast it will involve. the post office in case of loss.

Talklng of ‘regalia, we have just received our order from_the U. K.. For obv1ous
raesons: .we could not order vast amounts of items, but dependent ypomn. the . demand; of
the items listed below we will re-order. The items we have in.stock.and. prlces are as
follows .t Grille badges (R5,20 eaz), windscreern badges (R1,20 ea), TR3 key: ring
(R1,90 ea), TR2 model kit (R10,25 ea), cloth badges, red or blue (RZ,JO ca), Register
tie in blue (R7,50 ea), and a copy of Technicalities, the book edited. by, Ian
Cornish which features all the technical articles produced in.the TR Register's.
Newsletter. (Rl OO) 1f any of the. above items are to be:sent by post, please.add.an
extra 20c to the. cost per item. o e

" Graham Grant has been taking hla nice black TR3 around Qoy qesketh c1rcu1t
in under 1 min 40 sec, what I wiuld consider to be a very good time. Andrew Swan
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in the TR2 was c1rculat1ng at 1 min 41 sec and T was in the 1 min 45 secs.,[
The A.G.M. this year will be at the Fairhaven Hotel 'in Durban. We had thought

"of spendang another weekend away, but all the prices seem to have gpne up from last

year.

NEWS FROM THE CENTRES

TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB.OF NATAL

Our November event turned out to be exciting and brought out’ quite a variety
of cars, namely, TR3, TR3A, TR4, TR6, TR7, Stag, Vitesse, and Spitfire. The event was
organlsed by Chris Mattsson and involved a road contest followed by a braai at
Chris's fark in Tongaat comprising roast lamb. The contest was woh by Chris Schmidt

" for which he was awarded a bottle of wine, kindly donated by Chris Mattsson. Speclal

‘thanks must go to Mick Douglass who brought along his’ 1n7.r
The December event with the other Natal motoring organisationms (vee, vsce, - _
Harley-Dav1dson Club, MG Car Club, and Austin Healey Club) scheduled for Roy Hesketh
circuit had, in the end to be cancelled due to double booking. A tremendous shame.
The Christmas party was held at ‘the Spoke Easy, and alth0ugh perhaps under=
attended, it was a great success. Thanks Mike for the delicious food.

The January event was a Noggin 'n Natter at the Spoke Easy where Ian Johnson put on

a good comedy film (Fun WIth Dick and Jane). We were joined by Chrrs and Bee de Wet

who have recently arrived from Cape Town 1n their Stag.

The Triumph Cup for the winner of the year's competitions has been won by John '

Moore, who will be presented wath the trophv at the A.G.M, ‘

We have got some good events coming up, if you could make = note in your‘
diaries.

Feb. 13 : Car in the Park at Alexander Park in rletermarltzburg. This is an- annual

: ’get-together of all motoring enthusiasts and is o*ganlsed by the’ Vlntage
Sports €ar Club.

Feb. 26 : The February competition will be organmsed by Cheetham. This really will
be a motoring contast, so bring pen, paper and tlme-plece. The start will
be at 10,00 am sharp at the Gillitts shopping centre._I guarantee ‘the event
will cause a certain amount of thought. Turn up in large numbers, folks
and enjoy the delights of motoring in the sun..Ring 726416 (H) or 358131
(W) if you want to know where Gillitts shopplng centre 1s. & morning event

only but ‘we w111 be finishing with a cup of tea and scones.

Mar. 18 : A.G.M. at the Fairhaven Hotel, Durban. The evening will include a buffet
supper and a disco-dance. Prices R8,00 per couple, but see enclosed form.

Apr.‘16 . A joint run with the. Austln-Hcaley Club yet to be arranged. '

JOHANNESBURG CENTRE : S : . Co " W;*it

 Activities in the Johannesburg,Wltwatersrand area for the past quarter were’
confined to a Noggln n Natter held at Andrew Swan's cottage. From a census taken
it appears.that most people up here would prefer that Noggins are held on the THIRD
Wednesday of each month somewhere in the north or central Johannesburg.

The meeying held was very successful - I stopped counting at 20 and.still more
people arrived after that. A number of .films, including the Br1t1sh GPof '56

ﬁ'(Castrol Film Library) and a few locally produced films on racing TRs: (courtesy

A, Swan) were screened.
h The good news is that Andrew w111 rot be lcavlng Johannesburg and w1th this
matter settled the Center can now get down to real business. "
Our first outing for 1978 will take the form of a breakfast run to the Klein
Jukskeiriver Motor Muscum on Sunday 5th February at which time we plan to discuss.

rour - timetable for the next few months. Details of further meetlng , etc., 'will be

published :in SABRINA as -soon as we manage to meet the publlshlng deadllne.
Rene de Villiers

CAPE TOWN CENTRE

Well, the boys from Durban (John Moore, larger then life, and Graham Cheetham)
have been and gone. Some of us lads here in Cape Town met them at a famous Cape Town
haunt - The Pig and Whistle. It wasn't an incredible binge (most of us had work the
next day) but a few pints were stowed away.
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One fine Sunday a while ago, Cape Town members decided to have a little fun.
We hired a photographer with a Kombi and a Super 8 movie camera, got some cars
' together and went cruising around Blaauwbergstrand, and Signal Hill. The 1dea was to
~‘capture our cars (and ousselves) on film. The cameraman set hi,self up on a likely
looking corner and we all zoomed past gesturing (I won't say what) and waving., Our
congratulations to Richard Beames who nearly ran over the cameraman in his
excitement. A varied asscrtment of cars were present ranging from Bfuce Erasmus’s
TR2 to the infamous White TR6 of Richard Beames. In between were TR3s, 4As and'a 4.
We adjourned for a picnic lunch near the lower cable car station, where afcerwards,
membern worked off their lunch by push starting some of the more older specimens of
the TR marque. ’
Another organlaed outlng tec Ceres for Sunday lunch had to be abandoned at the
last moment owing to the weather, but some of the more adventurous members adJourned
to the "Chelsea Arms" in Wynberg for a spot of good cheer. (Just as well we didn't
go to Ceres because on the way thraugh to Wynberg the back end of my exhaust nearly
fell cff) . Much as I hate to admit it. :
Well, I can't think of any more news except to exhnort Cape Town Reglster,
members on to new and better things in the New Year. Cl
Charles Paterson.

ADDRESSES

TR Register of S.A. and the TSCC of Natal

P.0. Box 29252, Maydon Wharf, K 4057. _ L

Chairman : John Moore, tel. 350303 (W). : - N

Secretary : Grahar Cheetham, tel. 726416 (H), 358131 (‘3

Treasurer : Neil Gove, tel. 415611 (W), 847054 (H).

TR Reglster of S.A., Johannesburg Centre

Chairman : Andrew Swan, 107 Forest Road, Athol, Sandtonr, 2199. 784-3635 H).

Secretary : Rene de Villiers, 207 Ordingley Road Mondeor, 2091, 592157 (H).

TR: Reglster of S.4., Cape Town Centre

Chairman : Tim Kent, 7 Sandford Hall, Hali Road, Sea Point, J.T., 8001.

Seeretary Charles Patcrson, Klldonan House, Penrose Road, Muizenberg, 7945.
85537 (H), 454811 (W).

ARTICLES FOR- SABRINA MAY 1978

Please can I have all articles, letters, news and reports by 20th May for
inclusion in the May cdition of SABRINA. Thanks, Graham Cheetham.

CARS FOR SALE
1957 TR3 (with TR3A apron). Good bodily condltlon, but needs re-spray. Overdrlve,
hardtop, anti-roll bar, oil cooler, TR4 engine (2,2 litre), and widened rims based

on Peugeot truck wheels. Start haggling at about R 1 800 with Mike Wheeler, 8 Tracy.

Watts Road, Pinetown, tel. No. 728862. -

1974 TR6 Dark blue 23 000 miles overdrive, New XAS's, good condition. Price eround A
R 5 000. Contact R.S. Tilney, P.0. Box.778, Gaboromne, Botswana.

- ODB JOTTINGS
The 4th March sees the South African Grand Prix at Kyalami once more. Rene de Villiers
has organ1sed to have a scaffolding platform erected between Leeukop and the Kink. The
platform size is 5 ft x 7 ft and all TR lovers are welcome to join him. John and

myself are expecting to be there agaln esperlally now that petrol 1s avallable on
Saturday. See you all there.

ENDS ,;-

If you have not submitted your subs. for 1978 before the end of Aprll, you will not

receive your, copy of SABRINA for May. Please see that that does not happen. We .
hate to lose members, :
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P.0. Box 29252
Maydon Wharf
4057.

TR REGISTER OF S.A.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Dear Member,

On SATURDAY 1£2th MARCH 1978

e shall be holding the A.G.M. of the TR Register of S.A.
for the year ending 31st December 1977.

The Meeting will be held at the
FATIRHAVEN HOTEL

5 Marine Parade
Durban
Starting promptly at

7.00 P.M.

The business of the evening will be dispatched with our usual
speed and we will continue the evening with a

BUFFETT SUPPER & DISCO

Cost is very reasonable at

R8.00 Per Couple

Dress : Smart Casual

Please make a big effort to support this event, as it is the
premier function of the Register Year.

John Moore
Chairman

Return the slip below with your Cheque/P.0. etc. to the Post Box
above.

I SHALL BE ATTENDING THE
A.G.M, 18.3.78

NAME : -
No. in Party :
Money Enclosed : R (R8 per couple)

Return to : P.0. Box 29252
Maydon Wharf
4057
Natal.



