/ SABRINA NOVEMBER 1977
The official Ncwsletter of the TR Register of S.A.
INTRODUCTION

The Cape Town Centre continues to show its strength and is circulating a
very nice local Centre Newsletter. Mervyn Harris has had to resign his
Chairmanship due to commitments which will take him first to Johannesburg and then
to France, but his place has been taken by Tim Kent who, I am sure, w111 cont1nue
the traditions already established.

The Jchanneszurg Centre have had one or two meetings latelv, and are seeklng
a permanent place to site thcir Noggin 'n Natters.

_ The lrlumph Sports Car Club of Nagal has also had one or two meetings, but
finding new T&s is becoming a little more difficult nowadays.

‘ SABRINA this month contains the usual sections, but also sets out more
details of the accommadation available at Mazelspoort in anticipation of our
National celebrations next October. We have also included details of the celebration
programme being arranged in the U.K. for those of you who hope to take a v1s1t
there next year.

NEW MEMBEES

EUGENE COETZEE, 22 Stadienhof, Daniel van Niekerk Street, Wilgehof, Bloemfontaln,
9301, TR3 (TS 19670, TR 668).
. PETER BENYOh, 1G'Tr0110pe Street, Grahamstown, 6140, TR4,
s DENNIS HURTZR, P,0. £CX 1201, Port Elizabeth, 6000. TR4.
HERMAN X2UGER, ».0. BUX 1702, Durban, 4000. TR3 (TS 13051, TR 342).
MIKE DOUCLASY, 231 Soutpansberg Road, Pretoria, 0002. TR7.
GORDON RYCFAZRDS 14 Poects Avenue, Randhart, Alberton, 1450. TR3A.
RAY PRIESILEY, 170 McKenzie Street, Brooklyn, Pretoria, 0181. TR6.
JACCUES LOUMZIAU, 8 Strelitzia Place, Westville, 3630. TR3.
HAMISH MINRO, 24 We:lington Road, Parktown, Johannesburg, 2193. TR2 (TS 8356).
LOURENS ERaSl’S, 15 I'. “h Street, Linden, Johannesburg, 2195. TR3 (TS 16156),
TR3A (T2 23741).
P.W. VAN DFR VASTHIYZEN, P.O. BOX 792, Rivenia, 2128. TR6.
GORDON EZAVIR; 1 Galteeuore Street, Malvern, Johannesburg, 2001.

A BRIEF»H13£3?V 07 THZ POST WAR TRIUMPE ROADSTERS : PART 3

" The first TRZ to .=uv. ~-: assembly line 2t Canley was in August 1953, only
ten monthe &% ter the showing of ‘the TRX prot. ~-e at Earls Court. Although Sir
John Black hci sriginally intended the car to be sold for £500, it eventually
went on the ket at £595, whi h comnared with £550 for the MG TF and £1600 for
the Jaguar ZK127. :

The TRZ wz3s the first REAL sports car produced by Standard-Triumph and a
N tradition had to be built up, even when the car had been shown to be capable of over
120 mph on il Jabbeke ctraight in Belgium. Even taken from the showroom floor the
car was capable of over the tom, a speed rare in those days, and certainly not
seen in auy other car of a similar price. The MG TF, in fact, could only achieve

85 mph.
Becguee of the pvoblems of "gett1ng—everyth1ng~together , only 248 TR2s5 were
completed in 1953, not a sufficient number to keep the shareholder's happy. But

success did not Lakc 1long and sales "took off" after the car won the 1954 R.A.C.
International Rally in March. From 240 starters there were omnly 21 finishers, 13
of which were TR2s. Incidently, there was not an MG in the first ten.

In ecarly 1954, the first cars were allowed out to the Press and "The Autocar”
discovered thc time taken from rest. to 60 mph took omly 11,9 seconds, ‘compared:
with 12.0 seccnds for the XK120, The car most certainly was fast in a stralght
line, even if the limited rear-wheel movement and underslung chassis 11m1ted ’
cornering e‘flc19nc" a bit.

With the success of the Press reports and competitions in the hands" of
private entrants, the Works decided to open up a competltlon department under Ken
Richardson. Their first event was the 1954 Mille Miglia in which Richardson and -
Gatsonides came 27tk overall and 7th in their class‘(behlnd Ferraris and’
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Maseratis). The next event was the French Alpine Rally, an event only for the
toughest cars and competitors, and in which the factory entered three cars.
Gatsonides won a "Coupe de Alpes” and the cars won the coveted team prize. -

At Le Mans, Edgar Wadsworth and Bob Iricksen tock their TR2 into 15th place
whilst later in the year at the R.A.C. Tourist Trophy at Dundrod, all six cars
entered .finished galnlng both the first and second team prlzes.

‘These ‘successes in competition built up the new car's 1mage,,and soon the
sales figures were rlslng, 4891 being built in 1954 and 3489 in 1955 before the
TR3 was. introduced in October. at the London Motor Show at Earls Court. In just
over two years 8628 TR2s had been built, 353 of which came tc South Africa. _

The TR3 differed from the TR2 by way of a slightly more powerful engine
(a5 bhp gross instead of 90 bhp) helped by a cylinder head with 1arger porting and
iarger carburettors. Visual changes included an "egg box™ grille in the mouth of the
radiator tumnel pressing. The TR3 carried on where the TR2 left off, and both sales
- figures and competition successes improved.

The Alpine Rally of 1956 was even tougher than previous evente and only 17
cars survived including 5 TR3s and TR2s. Needless to say, the team prize was won
once again by the Works Triumph cars.

In October of 1956, at the London Motor Show, the TR3 was displayed fitted with
disc brakes, the first productlon car to do so (Jensen also claim this d1st1nct10n
but added their Dunlops a few wecks after the TRs were given their Girlings).
During 1957, the TR3 was given more power bLy the introduction of the "high port"
cylinder head which now gave IOO_bhp, and later a new wide grille was added and ~
althaugh the factory remained calling the car the TR3, the public changed the car's
name to TR3A. L

FROM THE CHAIR o o |

Well members, here we are again. Three months gone by again and sad to report
no progress on my. TR3. As any of you will know who are involved in a rebuild, the
two main ingredients are time and finance. Just at the moment both are in short ..
supply. This I hope will be rectified soon.

The new 2,2-litre engine I installed in the TR3A is nearing 3000 miles and is
1oosen1ng up nxcely Graham and I travelled to Empangeni last weekend to see an -

"original, perfect rebuild’, TR2 and on the return journey we had a bit of a dace
with a Big 6 Cortina Bakkie. We ‘proceeded up a a long, shallow, sweeping, curved hill
and touched 90 mph (or 4500 rpm) before easing off near the top. The old green
machlne felt like there was more to be got from it. Attention to details like
timing and air filters seems to be the answer to fine tupinf problems. (The TR2,
incidently, was not unfortunately either original or perfect, but could be a good
cheap ouy for anyone wanting a nice TR2 to rebuild. The car is no. TS8333, lacal
commission no. TR154). v

Due to fuel supply problems the projected get-together this year has been
shelved, but progress has started towards the 25th Anniversary run next year.
Graham will be writing about this elsewhere.

A friend (hopefully a future TR owner) and I took a few days off recently, and
drove up to Lesotho for the "Roof of Africa” Rally. Whilst there, we stayed with
TR4A owner Gordon Gove. Gordon made us very welcome, and drlnklng and chatting
continued throughout our 3,5 day stay. We saw two naughty movies and not much of
the race. The "round the houses' was exciting with no less than 8 cars being ‘
eliminated in;one heat and all in the same accident. Second fastest in the cars, ‘
beating all bar one Spec1a1 was. a Chev Nomad, (turbocharged, of course) . N

The start on nrlday is at 5.00 am, which necessitates being out at the first
stage by about 3 00 am, and after the night before we didn't make it! Anyway, we
saw some of the finish and all the bike guys were just ahout dead. As compensation
they all seemed to receive an adorning dol;y hird as a prize for finishing.

We had a nice time, including a-spin in Pete's A.M.C. Hornet Sportabout up
Key Ridge on the way back. Many thanks«to Gerdon for his hospitality and
commiseration to Alan Jones who rode a KTM blke but drovped out just before the
half way halt.

Another gem of lnformatlon from the Standard-Trlumph Review' magazine is Just
the thing tn Yeen MC owners from quoting records set up by various WGs. (Mid" you
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know that MG stands for "Mostly in Garages"). In August 1959 a Cambridge University
team drove a standard TR3A to the following records at Monza in Italy.
2000 miles at an average of 1C2,1 =ph.
5000 miles at an average of 102,35 mph.
5 5000 km at an average of 102,5 wmph.
10000 km at an average of 102,68 uph.
1 day at an average of 102,2 mph.
2 days =zt an average of 102,5 mph.
3 days at an average of 95,2 mph.
4 days at an average of 1,0 mph.
These records were set up in Class E for cars of engine capacity between 1500 and
2000 cc. .
One hates to labour the point, but the Register has T-shirts, pocket badges,
seat springs, etc. for sale, and if no support is given then we cannot finance
further regalia or manufactured spares. Flease support your Committee in their’
endevours. ‘ ,
Wwell, that's all for now, I'll let Graham get on with the more interesting
part of SABRINA. See you next copy. ' ‘ :

John Moore.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Ed,

Some news from the windy city. The TRs are cleaning up the Scribante and in
more ways than one. ‘ o
, Claude Wessels has dominated the Historic events since his arrival. The
‘meetings we have had have been hot and hard. '

" Our second last meeting Claude again rompt home beating the Alphas while
Lance Walton was having a ding-dong battle with a Lotus Elan and an MGBGT. The
results were Claude Wessels first, TE3A, Alpha Sprint Speciale, Lotus Elan; TR3
(Lance Walton) and MGBGT. ' '

. The last meeting, as I said, was hot and hard, the Triumphs went off with a
bang. In practice, Walton was going very well with the TR well tuned, then after

5 laps coming down the main straight at 95 mph he passed the timekeepers just short
of braking the sound barrier (and his neck). Coming up to the brake markers and
still tonking 95 mph break visiously, down into third at no. 4 mark, starting to
handle the corner waiting for the ass just to give an inch, so that you can pump it
through the right hand bend. What the hell gave: She's not taking the bend. Okay,
something’s wrong. Next minute the left front wheel goes bouncing and rolling off
towards the crowd, while Walton was still trying to handle the old bus on 3 wheels
and pulling up on the chassis, It stops, dust for Africa, phew! That was too close
for comfort. Just a little damage to the left front panel, anyway it's not too bad.
On exanining the suspension it was found that che wheel broke completely away
round the wheel nuts. The cause vas the undue stress round the wheel spacer. So
next time any of you race with wheel spacers, take heed, TAKE THEM OFF.

It was good to have two red TRs first and second on the starting grad of.
Wessels and Walton. The flag drops and their off. Wessels in front, Alpha and TR3
of Walton winding around the corners all cars are humming. OQut of Chevy Sweep the
Alpha Speciale developes a wobble and what a spin. Now we have the TRs first ard
second. Coming out of Ford Cornmer Walton over-accelerates to hard with the result
_that he takes a hell of a spin in the gravel. So unfortunately he had to take up
last position after the spin. On lap 2, Wesscls, under no severe pressure handles
his TR well into Hunts Corner. Rounding the right hand bend his left rear wheel
comes adrift, the TR digs into the tar on the axle. Very sadly the TR takes to the
air and flips twice. The car s very bent and twisted apoarently. Fortunately for
Claude his seat belts held him in very well. Claude suffered from shock and a few
bruises. He was lucky to come off so lightly. But what a waste to see a lovely car
like that TR in such a mess. ) R

The race ended with the Alpha Speciale in first position, the MGBGT in second
position and Walton in third. After a rough weekend many of the MGs and other cdrs
in the Historic event are not too keen to dent their cars or race them again.

Cheers for now, Sincerely yours, Lance WAlton.




TECHNIFAL TOPICq ‘
SOME OBSERVATIONS ON REBUILDING A TR3 : PART 2

Before you start stripping the car don't forget that you'll have to remember
where everythiing goes to reassemble it in a year or two's time. This applies
particularly to the bodywork and the bolt-on components under the dash and under
the bonmet. If possible it is very helpful to have a car in original condition
available to look at from time to time during the course of hhe rebuild. If this is
unlikely it is a good idea to take as many photographs as possible of the car and |
particularly of the under-bonnet and under-dash detsils. These will ‘also serve as
good "before' plctures for your "before and after” collection. One further piece of |
advice in this vein is to strip the car yourself, as that way you stand a better
chance of rememberlng where things came from.

Once you've scrlpped the chassis it is very important to take out the two
pins (part no. 106231) which pass through the chassis and locate the silentbloc
bushes in the front and rear springs. They may well be jammed in with dirt or even
bent and the chances are that you'll have quite a battle moving them. You'll
probably also have a battle getting the spring with the silentbloc bush in it off the
pin, due to the inner of the bush rusting on to the pin. (The Cape Town Centre
will have a number of these pins availaktle shortly when the cataloguing cf the spares
has been completed). If you domn't make sure that these pins are removed and cleaned
up and reassembled so as to be removahle in future, you won't be able to remove .
your rear springs once the body is boltzd back onto the chassis. We learnt this =
lesson the hard way after the rear springs had been set up tce hard and we wanted -
to change them, having in the meantime, cf course, replaced our newly painted body.

One really eifeutive way of cleaning the cutside of the chassis onceé ft has
been stripped is to have it sand blasted lightly and then painted immediately, This
does not, of course, cleaan the inside cfl the chassis box sections as a chemical
cleaning process would, but the problem with the chemical cleaning would be to
protect the insides of the box sections from rust afterwards. Preventing further
corrosion on the inside of the chassis appears to be a problem in any event, and it
would seem that some sort cof wax oil impeagna;ion like the "Rustguard" process would
be the answer. This is the solution we arz going.to apply to the TR3 chassis. For
..better corr031on p*otectlon for the cutside of the chassis zinc spraying or painting E
with a zinc-rich padnt is probably a good idea. Applying wax oil to the outside of
the chassis at this stage will meke it messy to work with and is probably best left
till the car is finished. ,

. Once the chassis is clean and painted, it should be checked for straightness
using the drawings given in the manual. This is also a good time to check the chassis
for any cracks which might exist. We found serious cracks in the brackets which hold
the steering box and idler bracket to the chassis on the TR3. (Also check the front
suspension wishbone mounting brackets and the welded join in the chassis at the -
point where the rear axle is mount“d - Bd). It is quite’ 11kely though that thlS N/
was a resuldl of a previous owner's accident damage. _

Having now thoroughly dismantled your belved TR, you will have to put 1t”bacV
together again. , ’

.+ . The chassis. When reassembling the spring locating pins in the chassis we
used "Never—seez a material which prevents rust, galling and pitting of theé'~
surfaces. It thus ensures that the pins will subsequently be removedble. We' also
used it between the pin and the inner of the silentbloc bush to prevent them from
rusting together.

. At this point it is worth remembering that electkn—gnlvanlslnp is remarkably
cheap and is worth using extensively if you live near the ccast. It is also a very
effective way of getting parts clean for painting (they use an acid bath to get'’
rust and scale off) and the platlng lecaves a smooth surface. We have used it on our
cars for suspensxor parLs (spring pans and wishbone arms), bumper brackets, fuel
tank straps, seat pans and baaks (TR3), seat slides and rails, the centre panel of g
the TR3 dahboard, etc.

One item which is worth spending some time on while the body is off the chassis
. is the exhaust system - particularly the bracket in frant of the boxed-in section
where the cruciform membere of the chassis meet. Thls brackct w111 verv 11ke1y bL .
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missing or at least damaged and is worth replac1ng now. If at scme stage ycu have
the engine on the chassis without the body it is a good idea to mount the whole
exhaust system at that point ~ it is so much easier than doing it from undermeath -

unless, of course, you have a pit or a hoist.
One further item which should be replaced while the body is off the car is the

brake piping -~ steel as well as neoprene. The steel plDlng is quite cheap, as well as
being susceptable to rust and replacing it is cheap insurance.

Quite a good strategy during a rebuild is to build up the rolling cha551s
without engine or gearbox and then mount the body shell on it and send it to the
panelbeaters, while you work or the Lngln» and gearbox. One favour you should do
yourself early on is to buy taps and die~nuts for the popular nuts and bolts on the
body particularly - this really will save you a tremendous amcunt of trouble. A
further point worth checking on is that you have a radiator bottom tank guard
(part no. 109487) as these quite often seem to be left off at some stage and they
do protect a sizeable investment! (They should alsc be quite easy to fabricate).

One thing which may sound silly but is really quite serious is that you should
make sure that the people you take your springs to, if you want them reset, know
what they are doing and can read and understand the specifications which are given
in the manual. '

This article will be continued in the next edition of SARRINA and will deal
with the rebuilding aspects of the body, steering, wiring and trim.

PETROL INJECTION : DPART 4

Faults in the petrol injection system.

Faults in the petrol injection system ares usually revealed by one of the
r_follow1ng symptoms. -

1. The engine will not start or is difficult to start.

2. The engine starts but runs erratically.

3. Excess fuel consumption.

4. The engine does not respond to the movement of the throttle.

Befcre carrying out the systematic ta2st procedure, the operation of the excess
fuel lever should be checked as it may be the cause of faults nos. 1-3 above. The
.lever should be checked over the complete range. Ensure that it moves into the fully
‘open position and returns to the fully clesed position when the panel control is
~operated. The clearance between the adjusting screw and the lever (when the lever

is in the closed position) should be 0,004 in. to 9,008 in.
Test. 1. Engine fails to start or is difficult to start.
(a) Fuel pump not operating.

If the engine fails to start or is difficult to start, check that the fuel
pump is operating satisfactorily. hen the ignition is switched on, the fuel pump
should start operating. (This is confirmed by hearing the note of the driving

motor or by feeling the slight vibrations in the body of the pump). If the pump is
NOT operating the cables should be removed from the fuel pump at the in-line
connector. A voltmeter is then connected 2cross these cables-en the supply-side,
and an ammeter is connected in one of the leads. When the ignition is switched on
the voltmeter reading should be 12V and the ammeter should read about 5A; If the
voltmeter indicates zerc voltage one of the leads to the motor is open circuited.
Low readlngs (for both voltage and current) indicate a high resistence in the circuit.
The wiring to the motor should therefore be checked. Any other variatioms in
voltage and current readings indicate a faulty pump
(b) Fuel pump operating.

© If the engine fails to start or is difficult to start, but the fuel pump
operates when the ignition is switched on, the igrition svﬂrem should be dlﬂconqected
This is effected by disconnecting one of the L.T. connections to the ignition coil.
The ignition-switch is left in the “on” position. The engine is cranked. Fach
feed-line is gripped lightly in turn and the pulsations are noted.

Note ; If the feed-lines are cleated together they should be separated to

avoid the nisleading effects of "reflected pulsations”.

The test will show either,

(a) That there are strong pulsations in all feed lines. .

(b) That there are no pulsationd in any feed-lines.

Strong pulsations found in all feed-lines indicate that the netrot injection

» s
it



- o

Le

system is working satisfactorily and is unlikely to be the cause of engine failure.

If there are no pulsations in any feed-lines the fuel pressure should be checked.

If the fuel pressure is incorrect the fuel feed-pipe is disconnected from the

metering distributor. The "T" piece and the pressure gauge are inserted in the fuel

line and the feed-pipe is rcconnected to the metering distributor. The return-to-
supply pipe is then disconnected at the relief valve and blanked off. (4 suitable
container should be positioned to recéive the fuel discharged from the relief valve).

The ignition is switched on and the fuel should be discharged from the relief
valve into the contairer. A screwdriver inserted in the slot of the relief valve
should be “‘turned to adjust the fuel pressure to 106 1bf/sq. in. When the pressure
gauge is checked and the amount of fuel discharged from the relief valve is noted
one of the following conditions will be indicated, "

(a) Fuel pressure is correct. Fuel being discharged freely.

(b) Fuel pressure zero. No fuel discharged.

(c) Fuel pressure cannot be adjusted.

If the fuel pressure is correct and fuel is discharged freely from the relief
valve, the absence of pulsations is probably due to the rotar remaining stationary.
The ignition should therzfore be switched off and the metering distributor
removed. The drive coupling should then be examined for signs of breakage.

Note : To ensure correct timéng it is eseential to comply with the engine
manufactuers instuctions when the metering distributor is re-fitted to the
engine. :

Ifi the fuel pressure is found to be zero and no fuel is discharged from the <
relief valve the fuel pump should be remcveé from the vehicle to enable the pump
element and the drive coupling to bz exaumined. :

If the fuel pressure cannot be adjusted to give the correct pressure readings
either the relief valve or the pump motor is faulty. The pump motor is then checked
as detailed in Test 1. If the pump is shown to be operating satisfactorily the relief
valve is faulty and should be replaced. '

Note : The setting of the new valve should be checked before the "T" piece and the
pressure gauge are removed. .

After the relief valve has been adjusted or replaced the fuel pressure in the supply

line is adjusted to 106-110 1bf/sq. in. The return-to-supply pipe is then reconnected

to the relief valve. The ignition is switched on again and the pressure gauge reading
is noted. If this reading is higher than was previously obtained the return-to-sunply
pipe is faulyy (being either blocked or kinked). The pipe should therefore be
serviced or replaced. When the test is completed the L.T. cable is reconnected to

the ignition coil.

The final part of this series of articles will be concluded in the next copy
of SABRINA and will cover the erratically running engine, excessive fuel
consumption and the lack of response to throttle movements.

TR REGISTER EVENTS IN THE U.K.

Next year the TR Register in the U.X. will be organising quite a few events
to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the first TR. It may well be that several of
you are contemplating a trip to the U.K. next year and would like tc include one
or more of these U.K. ewents. So to help I am including a list of the ements which
are due to be organised.

April Meeting/AGM : This will be held in late April and the venue is likely to be
the British Leyland Canley Pavillion in the same grounds as the Triumph
Experimental Department where hhe TR was born. o
Goodwood Sprint : Sunday l4th May. The meeting will be closed and will be co-promoted
by the Sussex Car Club, the Brighton and Hove Motor Club and the £lub Triumph as
well as the TR Register.

National Triumph Day : Expected to be arcund Sunday 18th June. This is a regular
date for the Register although in view of all the other events, and not wanting to
drown all the pre-1940 cars no special preparations or events are planned.
Continental Meeting : 2nd or 3rd weekend in July and hosted by the German Group
IG Sud-West. .
International TR Day : Donington 11/12/13 August. This will be a full weekend
meeting with arrivals from Friday evening onwards and major events planned for

¢
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Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th. Main items planned are

Much better and bigger marquee facilities.

‘Barbeque on Saturday evening with tickets avallable in advance plus a few
only on the dey, this will be members only.

Portable generator, floodlights for barbeque and d1scotheque bar for full
weekend.

Special events similar to those planned this year but rained off will be
running over two days, ie crank tossing, tug o war, other fun type events but
including also cars and drivers with events of the gymkhana type.

Local Groups to develop their own ideas -and the 10P entries can go into Group
funds. v '

Display of photos and spares, Register lines and autojumble. Lo

There will be no Autotest this year so the bottom end of the track can be
better utilised. The itea of each local Group having frontage will be continued
and by using both sides and the bottom loop the TRs will be better grouped than
the usual long line. Groups will hame space for 6-10 cars with any displays or
autojumble being included in that area.

Other Standard/Triumph Clubs will be invited and these cars, also TR variants
(Dorettis, Pecerless/Warwick, Italia) will be grouped in a special area with more
significance than other rubbish. The same can be said for any Histod#ic TRs if we
can get any. _ _

Concours will be on the Sunday the same day that the Round Britain Tour will
arrive. , .
Classic Car Magazine Concours : This will likely be Sunday 20th at Weston Park.
Classic and Collectors Car Show : This will be on 15/16/17 Septmber at
Alexandra Palace. ‘

STIR 3 or Stadard Triumph International Rally Nec. 3. This is the bienniel event of
all Standard and Triumph Clubs getting tidgether for a single event. This
alternates between the UX and the USA. Although not yet arranged this is likely to
be Sunday 17th September, at Donington.

25TH ANNIVERSARY ELOEMFONTEIN 1278

So that everyone has got an idea of what the accommadation is like at
Mazelspoort I will relate their full technical brochure;

(a) Large bungalows with conveniences, consisting of bedroom (with bu11t—1n
cupboards), dining room, kitchen, bathroom with bath and washbasin (hot and cold
water) and flush sanitation. The equipment includes 4 beds with foam rubber
mettresses and bedding, 1 table and 4 chairs, refrigerator, electric hot plage
(double plates) and the tarriff is R6,50 per day.

(b) Small bungalows with conveniences, consisting of a bed/sitting room (with
curtain partitioning), kitchen, bathroom with shower and wash basin (hot and cold
water) and flush sanitation. The equipment includes 2 beds with foam rubber
mattresses and bedding, 1 table and 4 chairs, refrigerator, electric hot plate
(with double plates) and the tarriff is R3,5C per day. . -

(c) Large rondavels with conveniences, consisting c¢f a bed/sitting room (with
curtain partitioning), miniature kitchen, bathroom with bath and washbasin (hoy
and cold water) and flush sanitation. The equipment includes 3 beds with inmer-s»ring
mattresses and bedding, 1 tahle =2nd 4 chairs, refrigerater, elactric hot plate
(double plate) and the tarriff is R5,00 per dav.

(d) Small rondavels, consisting of 2 beds with inner-spring mattresses and
bedding, 1 table and 4 chax*s, refrigerator, electric hot plate (doukle plates),
and wash-basin (hot and cold water) and the tarriff is R2,50 per day.

(e) Note that additional beds with bedding may he herd at the office at
R1,00 per day per bed. Only the resort's beds, mattresses and bedding may be used
in the bungalows and rondavels. Towels, soap, cooking and eatinf utensils are NOT
supplied.

(f) Caravan and tent sites are available.at R1.00 per site per day.

All this information comes from the reply we received from Mazelspoort and it
may well be that the tarriffs will change for next October, probably by a rand or.
two. The weekend we will be taking will be the Kruger holiday weekend, from
6th to the 9th October. All our events will bte on Saturday 7th and funday 8th and




will include some form of competitive event, some kind of parade, a dinner- dance
and a Concours d'Elegance. BookKings will be from the Friday (6th October) till
Sunday (8th October) but bookings can be made for the Monday night if required.

We would like all members who are interested in attending to fill in the
attached form and return it to the Register address giving potential accommadation
and likely dates. This is important because we want to plan ahead as much as possible.
Your help in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

‘Actual bookings will have to be made on the 10th April, six months before we
are due to arrive., We will be asking for deposits in our February edition of.
SABRINA

" There are a few other amenities at Mazelspoort and these include motor launch
trips on the Modder River, 3 all-weather tennis courts (but no rackets ar balls),
the largest fresh water swimming pocl in the Southern Hemisphere, 2 large paddling
pools (for those who cannot swim) and a sand pit, large shady lawns, and an
exquisite Restaurant where all kinds of functions, ccnferences, dances can be
undertaken. Light meals, fresh milk, bread, boerewors, cold meats, groceries,
firewood and other provisions are obtainable at the Cafeteria during shop hours.

.SPARES NEWS

News on the spares front is not gocd. Tirstly, our travellers to the U.K.
have returned with the news that suppliers are only really interested in orders in
excess of about R200 F.0.B. As our present order book stands at about RZ00
including postage, duty, etc, we obviocusly have a long way to go.

Secondly, and this is most dishaartening, ic the fact that nobody has come
forward with orders for large items, ie, bumﬂers, grllleu, doorsills, etc.
Consideing that if all who expressed interest in these items sent in their money
we would have nearly R1000 worth of orders, it is a pretty bad show. .

" These difficulties cause some problems, firstly, if you order an item right
after we have sent an order off you.will have an oxtremely 10ﬂg wait for your spare
whilst we build up a substancial order.

Secondly, if we do not use our import permit it will be reduced in value or
cancilled all together.

Because of the above we have discussed the problem and two ideas.have been
put forward. )

1. That members order their cwn spares from overseas. and utilise the Register

‘import permit if necessary, either by routing the spares through us, or
we send the permit to other Centres for large orders, thus enabling you
to get your part when it is required.

2, A spares fund is started with a voluntary contribution of R20 (for example) .
Subscribers would resceive their spare a bit cheaper than non-subscri ters
and the fund could de used to finance import of fast moving items such’as

o rubbers, atc.

Please send your comments on these suggtstlons. ' v

So much for imports, but unfortunately a similar problem is being
encountered with locally manufactured items too. In the last SABRINA I mentioned
many items that were available or could be manufactured locally. Response to these
items has been nil (except for one order for hoses).

Whilst prices are not cheap, these parts are eenerallv unohtainableelsewhere,
and if the menufacturers lose interest due to lack of orders, then we can wave
bye-bye to hood frames, side screens, etc. and we cannot exnect good prices 1f only
one of each 1is requ1red

One more piece of bad news is for all those who ordered door rubbers. These
were ordered but so far have not arrived. We do not kmow vhy, but we will be
chasing the suppliers. '

Not .2 very cheerful Spares News is it ? Never mind, it's up to all of you to
make the Register efficient, so piease write in with sugg estions (clean ones'blease
Cape Town) either about our ideas or zmy slternatives. We welcows any comments,
however personal, to try and improve our Spares position.

Due to various outside pressures I shall be n3531ng the spares job onto some
other idiot, sorry helpful fellow, in the rpear future. We don't know yet w&o this
will be but please gzve ‘him your full support as 1t is not an easy job.,

~




More chearful news, for those who subscribed to.Thoroughbred and Classic Car
magazine is that 'as we exceeded out minimum number of subsciptions we are to get 13
copies of the mdg, instead of 12. Price per copy is therfore 85c instead of R1.50
CNA currently charge, so that can't be bad.

That's all for now from Spares News.

NEW SPARES IN THE JOHANNESBURG AREA

o The followxnp report 'has been submitted by our Johannesburg Centre and would
appear “to have a lot of very useful information about the supply of TR spares on the
Reef. :

‘ Iri ‘tHe course of my small scale rebuild of a rather tatty TE3 I have. come'
across ‘some very practical tips on the sources of snares which I pass on .to those

- who might be interested. At Jaffe's Motor Spares, 18 Sauer Strect, Johannesburg,
“‘neas the Mi turn-off I came across a brand new pair of front shock absorbers and
what is more at the "o01ld" price of R%,50 each. There were, in fact, two sets but
being of limited means I resisted the urge to grab.the other pair and re-scll them
at a handsome profit, so they should be still there. At the same place I also found
the required 16 front suspension wishbone {(inner) rubbers at 30 cents aviece. I did
not enquire how many more there might be but there certainly seemed to be no shortage.
The rubbers are actually approx. { inch too long but the inner and outer diameter
are spot—-on. The owner is a bit of a sports car fan himself (regretably an MG
supporter) but is at least willing te look around for what you may need. He has.

also promised discount rates to TR Register members so remember to mention thls fact
should you shop there.

Balljolnts and tie rod ends seem to be a bit of a problem at times. Lourens
Erasmus {owner of among other TRs 'a white 3A with electronic ignition and Stromberg
carbs) has found that Quinton Hazell Superite stitl make these and if you =re
prepared to .ask around you will find some lving on a spares dept. shelf somewhere.
The following seems to be the going rates so heat the man down if he asks more,

Manufacturer ¢ Description Part %o. Price
Quinton Hazell Superite Upver ball joint 083 102 14,00 ea.
Quinton Hazeil Superite Tie rod ends (right hand .
thread). OR.. 794 "B 4,50 ea.
Quinton Hazell Superite Tie rod ends (left hand _ e
: ' thread) . OR 795 . R 4,50 ea.
You will need two of each of the above sc¢ the total cost of a complete rebuild:will
come te R46,00. Don't discard vour old parts, however, whe knows someday they could

be rebuilt. Lorens has also had a chat with Mr., A. J. Collett of Speedy Exhaust
Services, Anderson Street, Johannesburg who can obtain exhaust systems for TRs.and
will also allow 20 7% discount for cash to Register members -~ once again it is over
tc you to mention the fact that you are a member and then negotiate for the best
price. -

‘What with rust an ever present proklem it is a comforting thought that some
panels can still be obtained. Mr. Tom H. Francis is the Managing Director of Reef
T and T Flbreglass (Pty() Limited and has hic Ffactorvy at 112 Jacob Street, Chamdor.
His phone number is 762-3131 (dial $11) &and his postal address is P.D. Box 155,
Luipaardsvlei, 1743, All the panels mentioned will be shipped to. wherever they may
be required so as a source he is not restricted to afficionados on the Reef only.
The matter of frelghtlng will naturw‘ly depend on the destination and the cost
hereof in not included in the prices shown.
' ‘No stocks are kept but orders zre axecuted on demand - items are left in the
“moulds for at least 24 hours to curec. From the work I have scen the standard of ..
finish is high.

The following is available :-

Model - Descriptioen . Price
" TR3/3A "+ Mudguard - right front R42,00
- left front R42,00
~ right rear R42,00
S o - left rear : R42,00
TR3/3A . Bonnet . : \ -R49,00
TR3/3A Hardtop {including Perspex window) R138,00

TR34 only  Front apron complete with inner portion R5C,00
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Model Lo DeScription Pt - e Price
TR3/34 ~ -Door ~ right SEREEET o . .. R&2,00

reoh o Jeft , Do R42,00
TR3/3A Boot 1lid . R42,00
TR4 Bonnet : 549,00
TR4 Boot 1id 242,00

The doors, boot” 1lid and bonnet are re-inforced where the hinges are fitted. It is
also possible to take along what may be left of your Lonnet, hoot 1lid or doors

and have the actial portions where the hinges are fitted laminated intc the
fibreglass for extra strength. Tom Francis is quite willing to make a mould for

any items not listed above. To enable him to do this he neads an original to be ..
used as a pattern for the moudd - the borrowed part is not damaged in the process.
He has said, however, that the pefson calling for a mould will have to pay.-the full
cost therecf. The mould then naturally beocomes the property of the person payving
for it. Tom Francis will thercafter make panels for the owner of the moulds for
re-sale. Of special interest to members in Cape Town is the address of an associate
of Tom Francis who may be able to help Register members down there with their
~ifibreglass problems. He is P. ¥Yaye, 75 ook Road, Wewlands, telephone 614906 (H).

Reef T and T Fibreglass also has a mould for a Spitfire hardtop (R138,00),
and a modified apron/bonnet assembly which, for R142,00 gives a Spitfire the
appearance of an E-Type Jaguar. I have not yet seen a Spitfire with this .
“modification, but from the nould the shape reminded somewhat of the Macao rac1ng =
Spitfire featured on page 151 of Graham Robson's book. o/

’ . A sheet metzal worker has been traced who makes outer door 51]15 (the port1on
"~ below the door which is invariably rusted through) from sheet metal. The standard of
work is high and it is hard to tell that the sills are in fact, net made by .
Standard-Triumph. The supplier is, however, not interested in production runs .
shortes than 10 sets and he has left it up to me to accumulate orders and place a
bulk order with ham. A set of two sills will come to approximately R12,00 (ie, R6,00
per §ill, but in sets of two sills only). Postage/railage will have tec ha extra.
Delivery time will probably be one month. :

It was agreed that T should not publish has name at this stage sc if you are |
interested in a set of sills let me know as soon as you can. My phone at home is
59-2157 (dial 011 outside Wits area) and the address is 207 Ordlngley Road, Mondeor, |
2091. : |

We have got some second hand spares up here for sale := | ‘

2 x hardtops (fibreglass) for TR3/3A, some repairs/mods required, compléte with
perspex R40,00 each. Contact R. de Villiers at 59-2157 (home). : L

Vat stock of spares for sale — everything. except chassis -~ enarately-or,as a whole.
Contact R.P. Gould, telecphone 39-3321

Clearance sale of all TR2/3/3A bits and pieces at 57 Sixth Avenue on December 17/18

T know Andréw Swan has got a lot of very useful stock for these TRs, collected by . ~
him over the vears. £all round tc sece him at any time on these two davs.

BITS AND PIECES

A recent visitor to Natal was Mervyn Harris, up here on business. An
invitation to John and myself to join him at his Hotel resulted in a very
diplomatic trip round the Durban bars. He really is a great guy, and he even got
a ride in a RR !

The TR Register in the U.K. has recently made a change to their constitution
when they agreed to-allow all TR2/3/3A/4/42/5/6 owners to become full members. You
will recall that the TR Register was initially formed tc preserve the marque
TR2/3/3A and only persons having thie type of car became full members on joining.
Owners of TR4/4A/5/6 models were classified as Assiciate members, and had no voting
rights. It would appear that the Asscciate membership of the Register will only be
for TR7 owners.

The joint meeting to Harrismith had to be cancilled due to the lack of
enthusiasm and the difficulty in booking accommadation. The latest thoughts on
the subject are a joint meeting for our second A.G.M. next. February/ farch time,
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Regalia from the TR Register in the U.K. has been ordered and we are
awaiting its arrival. Included in the items ordered are ties, key fohs, gfllle__
badges, windscreen badges, pocket badges and TRZ model kits.

Graham Robson, author of ‘Mistory of the Triumph Sports Cars’, has written
another book, this time about TRs only. It is expected to be published in
mid-November'and is entitled "The Triumph TRs - A €ollector’s Guide". The book is
aimed at the enthusiast as it deals with the TR marque and nothing =lse, with -
chapters on Ancestors, and Parentage, Competitions, Frototypes and Specials, plus
hints on buying, spares and maintenance, plus Appendices covering in detail
specification, price, etc of each model, commission number sequences, Deliveries
for Home and Export Markets and Performance Data, with z profusion of photos and
diagrams. If anyone would like to take the oppurtunity of obtaining a copy BEFORE
it is officially released send a Bank Draft to the value of £7,50 made payable
to Alan Robipson and posted to 38 Hithermoor Road, Stanwell Moor, Staines;
Middlesex, England. Inciderntly, Graham's first book will not be re nrlnted because
of the top1ca1 nature of some of the chapters. :

B Herman Kruger had a bit of a problem when he rebuilt his TRB He didn't have

a front bumper. However, he has finished off the front end of his car by fitting the
rear bumpers off a Datsun 620 Bakkie. They do not have ovar-riders, but apart

from that, they look very smart.

The Alfa Romeo Club of S.A. recently hosted the flrst of what is hoped w111 he
a succession of annual inter-club competitions for the Martini Motor Club .
Floating Trophy. The first-event was a gquiz with representatives from the Historic
Car Club, the MG Car Club, the Austin-Healey Club and, :naturally, a home
four-leaf clover side. The HlSLOflC Car Club became the first winners of the.
Martini Trophy, narrowly defeating the Alfa squad who were, in turn, a whisker

ahead, of the MG and Austln-ﬂeale" teams. The Historic Car Club's 4-man team each
recelved a bottle of Mart1n1 as did quiz master- Harvey Thomas. How about. getting
-the, TR Register involved in 1978 Johannesburg Tentre ¥ ‘ T

. Those of you who own a car built after 1963 will have to wear seat belts as
from 1st Decerber. This will annly to all TR6s (and TR7s), besides most of the
TR4AS, Ownérs of the earlier TRZ/3/3A and TR4s will not need to have seat belts,
so can still enjoy driving without the added Burden of legalised seat belts,

Proudest owner of a TR at the moment must be Richard and Lesley Baker. Richard
bought the TR3 from one Lawrence McLoed some time last year, hut was in need of a

suhstantial rebuild. This Richard has dcne (with, mav I add, a lot of assistance
from Lesley), and the car managed to get through C.0.R. only days before Richard
was due to leave for Johannesburg were he will be starting a new job.

25TH _ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATTONS, 671 TO 9TH OCTOBNR, 1978
NAME : ‘
ADDRESS :

I/WE WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND THE AROVE CELEBRATIONS AT MAZELSPOORT HOLIDAY
RESORT, BLOEMFONTEIN, I/WE WILL REQUIRE THE FOLLOWING ACCOMMADATION,

’ st | oem | 71"1 8']"4 P fmf ; IOTH Ny
I:-o-Ai}:éAﬁ— EiJNcw r .z....\,, - ..;:‘.b.... e 20 o 50 e e I o an a b .T . —~— i

- SMALL PUVF'A_L f .T.. o e -.,_,..,!,..._....-..,.....,W, Wiv R AU [P i
E» | LAR‘CE.MRVO,QDKVEL.___“ sy < gomnenrs o i ....._.-._..w.....? NS S .t...ﬂ.m- (SR i‘
SHALT RONDAVEL ; R A "f i .
CAMPSITE . - - f— : o s b e s e

R A - e e o aain o LAbL A A AR R % S A 8 AR R

ESTIMATED NO, OF PERSONS IN P,RT
WE WILL/HOPE TO BRING THE FOLLOWING TR(S)
PLEASE REPLY EVEN IF YOU ARE NOT QUI SURE

3

=4
-3
.-
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NEWS FROM THE CENTRES
TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF NATAL . ‘ o
We have continued to have our monthly meetings which can either be a social
drive (with perhaps a social ‘contest) or a Noggin 'n Natter evening.

" In August, the TSCC of Natal had a friendly contest with thw MG Car Club at
the Cato Ridge Sports Club where a day's competitions were taken omn in the form of
tennis, plank-walking, badmington and tug-of-war. At lunch time, the TSCC of Natal
was two gaemes down, but the lunchtime team talk (led by Captain L.J. Moore) brought
up trumps in the afternoon and the day's contest resulted in a draw. <

The SEptemher run was held in pretty dismal weather, but still brought out
Herman Kruger in the TR3, James Wentworth in the TR2, Ian Jounson in the TR4, Neil
Gove in the TR3 and Cheetham in the TR34. The contest which followed, ie the
identification of TR/Spitfire spares wrapped in plastic bags, resulted in a win for
Herman Kruger and a joint second place for Rob Thompson and Brandon Suttie..

Our October event ccincided with the opening of the Clubroom at.the Rydal
' Mount Hotel, and was attended jointly with the MG Car Club. The evening was a great
success and was attended by about 150 people. There was a friendly contest to name
the Clubroom, and this was won by TSCC of Natal member Brenda Sudano, who won a
bottle of champagne for her entry. The name of the Clubroom from now on is
"The Spoke Easy”. Well done, Brenda ! There were too many people there to quote
names, but everyone had a mast enjoyable evening and the Triumph boys were the —_

last to leave as usuel. . . L N
PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR NEXT TVENT IS ON SUNDAY -13TH ROVEMBER AND WILL BE 0

WARWICK FARM? HOME OF FARMER GILES (CHRIS MATTSSON)? IN UPPER.TONGAAT.'The run
will start fro= the Old Pavilion Site on the corner of 0ld Fort Road and Marine
Parade at 10,00 am shar». Farmer Giles will be providing a spitted sheep for the
breaaai, so just bring your liguid refreshment and, ladies, salads. You will
probably need pencil and paper and perhaps a timepiece. As this is a special effort
on the part of Chris I cannot emphasise the event too much because you cannot miss
such a good one (especially with spitted sheepon the menu).  pecember 11lth brings
the inter-club visit to Roy Hesketh circuit with the M.G. f£ar Club, Austin-Healey
Club, VSCC, VCC and Harley-Davidson Clut-. The ¥“mas Party will be at The Spoke Easy
on 9th Decémber from 7.30 p.m. onwards. All these events are not to be missed.

JOHANNESBURG. ,

Although we do not have an activity report from JHB. Centre, there will be a Noggin
'n Natter at the house of Andrew Swan (his new one, that is) at 107 Forest Road,
Athol, Sandton (tel. 784-3635) on Wednesdav 16th YNovember from 7.30 p.m. onwards.
This will be the first of monthly Noggin '‘n Natters and the first one will result in
a permanent spot being determined for future events. Turn up in force, chaps.

et

TR REGISTER OF S.A.,
P.0. BOX 29252,

. MAYDON WHARF,
4057, -
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CAPE TOWN CENTRE

Cape Town Centre's Newsletter gets better and better. Number 3 gives details
of a change in Chairman. Mervyn Harris has had to resign because of a move to other
parts of the country and his place has been taken by Tim ¥ent. Recent events have
taken them to Constantia Nek (which brought out Eb Eberlin in his TR3 and Peter
Wooley in his bonnet-less TR3) besides the monthly evenings at the Wheels Club.

Forthcoming events in Cape Tcwn are as follows :-

Nov. 13 ; Photographic Run about 100 km. Meet at the Zoo parking lot for
Peninsular Tour.
Nov. 28 : Wheels Club, 8,00 pm.
Dec. 11 : Lunch at Country Hotel.
Jan. 22 : Chapman's Peak braai. Meet at the Zoo at 19,00 am.
Jan. 30 : Wheels Club, 8,00 pm. ,
(Looks like there are no events whilst John and I are in Cape Town - wonder why not).

CARS FOR SALE

1972 Spitfire Mark 3. Recently had complete engine rebuild and some work to rusty
body panels. Apply to Brenda Sudano, 205 Xensington, North Ridge Road, Durban,
4001 (tel. 335624 home) and haggle from R1100.

TRAA. With a host of spares including axle shafts. Surrey top version in good
mechanical condition. R2000. Andrew Swan, 187 Forest Road, Athol, Sandton,
2199, (tel. 784-3635 home).

1960 TR3A (TS8 25737). Stripped at present and complete but for tyres. Eardtop. No
rust. Yorkshop Manual and Spare Parts Manual. Unlimited supply of spares is
available in Pretoria, but only purchaser will get addresees. Sell as a whole
or swop for a 4-wheel drive beetle (off-road). Apply Bruce Williams, 78 Bashee
Avenue, Doornkloof, Pretoria. Please write giving phone number and Bruce will
contact you.

1955 TR2 (TS 8333). This car has all the original cormission numbers, but -
unfortunately has had a TR3 high-port motor fitted. The car is in generally

reasonable condition and can be rzbuilt. The car comes with a spare chassis, body,
engine, gearbox, suspension and rear axle, as well as several body panels.
Eric Louw, Rustproofing, 51 Tanner Road, Empangeni would like about R1000 for
the lot. The brake/clutch master cylinder rubbers need replacing, but I have
an original set.

ADDRESSES

IR Register of S.A. and the TSCC of Natal

P.0.Box 29252, Maydon wharf, 4057. ’

Chairman : John Moore, tel. 350303 (W).

Secretary : Graham Cheetham, tel. 726416 (B), 359131 (W).

Treasurer : Neil Gove, tel. 415611 (W), 837054 ().

TR Register of S.A., Johannesburg Centre ) ] ) -

~ Chairman : Andrew Swan, 107 Forest Road, Athol, Sandton, 2199. 784-3635 (H).

Secretary : Rene de Villiers, 207 Ordingley Road, Mondeor, 2091. 592157 (H).

TR Register of S.A., Cape Town Centre

Chairman : Tim Kent, 7 Sandford Hall, Hall Road, Sea Point, Cape Towm, 8001.

Secretary : Charles Paterson, Kildonan House, Penrose Road, Muizenberg, 7945.
85537 (H), 454811 (W).

ARTICLES FOR SABRINA FEBRUARY 1978

Please can I have all articles, letters, news and reports by 2lst January
for inclusion in the February edition of SABRINA. Thanks, Graham Cheetham.

ODD JOTTINGS

It would be very fitting if we could hear more about Historic Car racing up
there in the Transvaal, since most of it happens up there. We have a lo~lan
handicap scheduled at Roy Hesketh for 19th November when at least 5 Register
members will be driving. There is an entry of 11 from the Transvaal, so the event
should be most enjoyable.




