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SABRINA AUGUST 1977
The official Newsletter of the TR Reglster of S.A.

INTRODUCTION

It seems like everythlng has been happening since SABRINA was last sent out.
We have ga1ned 32 new members, of which 9 are from the Johannesburg area, 7 are
from the Gape Town arca and 14 are from Natal. The Register's total current
membership is 144, 19 not having re-joined from last year. This is most

‘gratifying and really does show that the Club's launch was well worth while,

Present signs are that the Club will continue to grow as there seems to be no
weeks that go by without one new member joining us.

The Cape Town Centre have been doing fabulous things and have recently issued
their first Newsletter. This is an excellent publication and will surely keep the

Centre very much together. Incidently, the spares which were donated by Leyland

S.A. and which are being held by the Cape Town Centre have been listed in the
Newsletter and makes very interesting reading. There are numerous items for
TR4/4A/5/6 and many Spitfire spares as well as TR2/3/3A items.

The Johannesburg Centre held their first meeting at Andrew Swan's house on
the 19th July, when 17 TRs arrived (6 TR3s, 6 TR3As, 4 TR4s and 1 TR6). There
surely cannot be any doubt that the Reef area has a wealth of potential members to
draw on.

In Natal, the Triumph Sports Car Club of Natal was successfully launched, also
on the 19th July.

We have still not received any news from the U.K. about our request for
Register films, so we will have to wait a little longer.

NEW MEMBERS

GREN HARWOOD, P.0. Box 62372, Marshalltown, 2107. TR6.
ANDRE MALAN, 3 Cato Road, Kloof, 360C. Associate.
BRANDON SUTTIE, 61 DErek Hall, Loop Street, PMB, 3201. Associate.
SUE STAATS, 129 Eleventh Street, Perkmore, Sandton, 2196. TR3A (no coum. no. quoted)
M. LABUQCHAGNE Huis Edelstaal, Kuragga Road, Pretoria West, 0183. TR4A.
DAVE SUMNER, Eyton Road, Claremont, Rondebosch, 7700.
G.H. TRUTER, 61 “waans Road, Retreat, Muizenberg, 7945. TR3.
TIM KENT, 7 Sandford Hall, Hall Road, Sea Point, C.T., 8001. TR4A.
ROB INGLEBY, 4 Koornhoop, Dixton Road, Mowbray, Rondebosch, 7700.
F.L. VAN ROOY, P.0O. Box 329, Hillcrest, 3650. Associate.
BRIAN MORRITT,22 Burden-Martin Road, Chiselhurst Ext., E.L., 5201. TR3 (TS 13063).
G.R. KERR, 17 Whimbrel Road, Mandini, 4490. Associate.
BERI MORRIS, P.O. Box 46, Essexvale, Rhodesia. TR4A.
PAUL TAYLOR, 12 Wagtail Walk, Yellowood Park, DBN, 4001. Associate.
P.P. ELLIS, 124 Second Street, Linden, JHB, 2195. 2000 Roadster.
GEORG BOSCH, P.0O. Box 3464, DBN, 4000. TR6.
R.E.MCKEE, P.O. Box 222, JHB, 2000. TR4A.
ROUBIE WASSENAAR P.0. Box 29287, Maydon Wharf, 4057. TR2.
OLIVER KING, P.O. Box 3937C, Bramley, 2018. TR6.
ANDRE SCHEEPERS 52 Commission Street, Vryheid, 3100. TRS.
KENIL SONI, 132 Centre Street, Overport, DBN, 4091. TR3A (TSS 32028).
CONWAY NESBITT, 8 Tyne Place, Weatville, 3630. TR4.
BRIAN LOMBARD, P.0. Box 4490, Cape Town, ©000. TR3.
BOB BROWN, 401 Chester House, Chester Road, Rondebosch, 7700.
WILLEM SMITH,; 10 Smithers Road, Kenilworth, Rondebosch, 7700.
SELWYN BASS, 1 Charter Mews, 23 Chartwell Drive, Umhlanga Rocks, 4320. TR6.
CHRIS BRUNT, 228 Queen !ary Avenue, Glenmore, DBN, 4001. TR6.
ROY CASE, 2410 Marine Drive, Brighton Beach, 4052. TR3.
ROY WILLIAMS, 4 Hillside Road, Docnside, Amamzintoti, 4125. TR3 (TS 16709).
PETER JOHNSON, P.O. Box 65433, Bemmore, 2010. TR3 (TS 16401).
FRED PERRYMAN, 10 Finch Road, Greenhills, Randfontein, 1760. TR3A.
JOHN BIRD, Douglas College Lab., P.O, Van Dyk'e Drift, 2245. TR3.
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FROM THE CHAIR

Well folks, since my last report in February (discounting the AGM) some work
has progressed both with the Register and my own projects.

The various items of scrap lying around at my place of residence has deminished
to one reasonably stralght chassis which has been blasted and primed and painted,
and with some minor repairs would be suitable for startlng a rebuild from a wrecked
car. My TR3 is progressing very slowly with suspension on and steering, but no
back axle yet. Finishing in October is now not possible, and as our '"Booze Cruise"
is now put back to December, I don't expect to finish much before February next
year (my birthday is in February by the way. Hlnt hint, so it may make a nice
birthday present).

I eventually assembled my new 'racing’ engine, but the Iskey cam proved too
much, with no power below 3500 - 4000 rpm, so this was removed (with the engine in
the car) and I reverted to standard. The head is skimmed to about 50 thou. and I
have thrown away the fan and crankshaft extension and replaced it with a Fiat
electric fan. I am having carb. problems, however, and will not get it sorted
until I get my Webers installed.

It is good to receive word that our Joburg Centre is waxing enthusiastic, and
I believe Andrew Swan and Rene de Villiers are working hard to keep this .
enthusiasm going. Luckily, they have got plenty of Historic racing at Kyalami, and N
I feel this must help in promoting interest, even if the majority of members do
‘not take part. So keep on the good work you two.

An idea has been mooted to hold a joint Durban/Joburg/Welkom/Bloemfontein
get—together later this year. Graham will be giving more details, but I hope this
venture will get off the ground as a preview to our Anniversary get-together next
October.

I don't know how many of you realise it, but the first production TR2 rolled
off the assembly line in August 1953, and so 1978 is our 25th Anniversary.
Celebrations are planned throughout the world for this, and Graham and Neil Gove
hope to represent us in England, whilst on holiday there next year. Graham will be
- reporting elsewhere on the plans for our Register in S.A., but keep a couple of
days spare for October 1978.

After the very sad parting of Rill Salisbury, Mrs Salishury presented the Club
with Bill's collection of STANDARD TRIUMPH REVIEW magazines for 1956 to 1965. These
are not only very interesting for TR people, but are proving a valuable source of
information on TRs of that period. One very interesting list is the colour schemes
for TR3As in the 1958 edition.’ I know some of you are interested so I present this
information here -

Body colours ; Black, Signel Red, British Racing Green, Pearl White, Pearl N/

Grey, Pale Yellow and Pale Blue. One could also purchase the TR3A with
hard tops with same or contrasting colour.

Upholstery : Black, red, white, blue or tan, but not B.R.G. body with blue or

red upholstery.

Hood, tonneau and sidescreens : Black, white, or tan.

From this it becomes apparent that most of us have cars of mon-standard colour.

We hope to publish interesting articles from these books from time to time,
and I have a plan to extract all the important and interesting TR stories and
produce a small book of TR interest.

Well it's time to return to the grindstone so now read on to the nltty gritty
of SABRINA, Seeyou next copy.

JOHN MOORE. CHAIRMAN,
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE POST WAR TRIUMPH ROADSTERS : PART 2

Ken Richardson had obviously decided to put as much hard driving into the
development of the TRX, as he made extensive use of the high-speed banked track of
MIRA's test circuit. Eventually, all this testing at speeds in excess of 100 mph
paid off in the TR2s, which became to be known as those cars you could flog and
flog and flog, and nothing would break. Triumph themselves believed there was an .
engine fatigue problem at just over 5000 rpm, and didn't like their competition
engines to be taken beyond it, but the private owners disbelieved them, and didn't
seem to break anything, so eventually even the Works rally cars were taken up to
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6000 rpm and beyond.

The TR2 had been developed into a real man's car (you should hear what several
of the older South African sports car drivers say about the TR2s they raced at the
start of their careers when they compare them to the sleek machines of today), but
its impending launch required some publicity.

At about this time Sheila van Damm had just established a two-way average speed
of just over 120 mph in a Sunbeam Alpine along the Jabbeke stretch of the Ostend-
Brussels highway in Belguim, and Sir John Black wanted to know if the TR2 could
beat it. Richardson thought it could be done with a bit of careful tuning and a
little extra streamlining like the Sunbeam had used. So Black set up the speed
attempt and early one morning in May 1953, the first prototype TR2 appeared on the
Jabbeke highway. The car itself had a full-length undershield, a metal tonneau
cover, rear wheel spats, an aeroscreen and overdrive. No bumpers were fitted but
the body had the finalised TR2 shape.

Richardson's first run was quite creditable for a 2-litre car, but at 104,86
mph it was nothing like good enough. All was gloom among the team until R1chardson
returned to base and laconically suggested that the car might go better if the
fourth plug lead was replaced. So the first hundred-plus run had been on 1500 cc
after all. A repeat run in speed trim with all plugs correctly firing produced
the sparkling two-way result of 124,095 mph over the flying mile and 124,889 mph
over the flying kilometer. The car was then converted back to road trim with
windscreen, sidescreens and hood and achieved 114,213 mph for the flying mile
and 114,890 mph for the flying kilometer. The car was still fitted with the
full-length undershield, so the figures are a little high.

But the car had been faster than the Alpine (which used a 2267 cc engine),
and was also faster than the newly introduced Austin-Healey 100 with the 2,6 litre
engine. So with this performance, and having adequate handling, reasonably good
brakes and excellent petrol consumption the car could not fail to be a winner. As,
indeed, we know it did.

TECHNICAL TOPICS
SOME OBSERVATIONS ON REBUILDING A TR3

This article has been compiled by John and Chris Schultz of our Cape Town
Centre, something we are very pleased to see. John wrote us the following letter
as an introduction to the article :

I enclose a copy of an article based on some of our rebuilding experience. It
is by no means intended as a definitive work, but rather as an aid to anyone starting
their first rebuild, to help them avoid some of the pitfalls we ourselves
encountered.

You might care to include some points from it in the Technical Topics section
of SABRINA. I think it would be very useful if we could encourage contributions
and discussion from rebuilders along the lines of Roux van der Merwe's articles
on "Rust and TRs". This would help to disseminate a lot of hard won experience.
Introduction

As the title suggests the aim of this article is to assist those intending to,
and those who have already embarked on a complete restoration of their TRs. We
have concentrated on the TR3 because it seems to have more "wrinkles'" than the
later cars and also because it is likely to need a far more complete rebuild. At
the end we have included some comments from "ROAD AND TRACK" on what to look for
in an old TR.

The first bit of advice which can be offered to anyone contemplating a rebuild
is not to start until you have consulted your Bank Manager and wife/girlfriend in
that order It is important to make a realistic assessment of what it will cost,
how long it will take and how much space you will need to do it. You will also
need to consider the likely effects of inflation on spares and panel beating costs
during the course of the work, as well as the extra storage space you will need
while the car is in pieces.

You should approach fellow enthusiasts who have rebuilt theéir own cars once
you have committed yourself to a rebuild. They will be overwhelmingly enthusiastic
and, with the benefit of hindsight, will tell you how quick, easy and cheap it is.
Don't be taken in by their enthusiasm, but do remember that they will have learnt
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quite a few hard lessons on their own cars and will prove to be an 1nvaIuab1e
source of ‘help and encouragement as the work progresses,

- At this stage you should join the TR Register if you have not done so already,
as they'will prove an excellent source of spares and information. Your next step
should be to borrow, or preferably buy, a workshop manual for your car - this
really will be essential. A proper spares manual will be a great asset partlcularly
if your car is incomplete in some respect, or if you are uncertain as to the
originality of some of the parts. This manual will tell you ‘the commission nnmber
at which each change was introduced.

It is a good idea at this stage to start looking around for the rubber mouldlngs,
extrusions, grommets and blanking plugs you will need for re-assembling the car.
Some of these are remarkably difficult to acquire, particularly at short notice in
the last stages of a rebuild and may have to be ordered from the U.K. or the U.S.A.
A number of these items will probably be the subject of bulk orders by the Register
so it is as well to order them when you start the car.

Windscreen rubbers (top and bottom) are available from the U.K. as are door
rubbers, but seals for the boot lid and spare wheel cover are difficult to obtain.
It is largely a question of shopping around until you find an extrusion that fits and
and is, hopefully, the right shape. (Both these rubbers are available from Cox and
Buckles in the U.K., but probably were not when John wanted them -~ Ed.). The rubber -
washers between bases of the tail flasher and parking lamps and the bodywork (part
number 502384) are extremely rare and may have to be ordeged from the U.S.A. (These
parts were recently obtained from the States by the M.G. Car Club, Cape Town Centre)

You might care to try your hand at making some of the similar rubber parts,
like the steerlng column draught excluder and the tail flasher/parking lamp base
washer, using a two pack polyurethane liquid (Devcon Flexane). We have had quite a
bit of success using plaster of Paris moulds - three part moulds for the draught
excluder and simple one part moulds for the tail light rubbers.

A stiff variety of Flexane can also be used very effectively to repair the
linkages for the rear lever arm shock absorbers where replacement parts are no
longer amailable. The ball-type joint at one end can be repaired in the following .
manner : (1) Remove the pin and the remains of the rubber bush from the joint.

(2) Cut the bush down to a disc about the diameter of a 5c piece. This
: acts as a spacer between the top of the pin and the socket.
(3) Fix the link horizontally in a vice, with the pin supported vertlcally.
(4) With the spacer between the head of the pin and the socket, pour the
polyurethane liquid 1nto the JOlnt to fill the socket and allow it ta
set. -

Similarly, at the bushed end of the 11nkage a thin slice of the original bush N
is left at the flanged end of the pin to act as a seal. The liquid is then poured
in from the other side with the pin supported vertically.

Flexane is suitable for these applicationd because it does not bond more than -
superficially to metal. We have had a rear shack absorber link, in which the ball
joint end was repaired by this method, running for about 5000 miles in our TR&4A
without any sign of deterioration. Some vital grommets which held up our TR3
rebuild completely were the two which: carry the wiring loom through the firewall.
We were unable to locate either the right size or shape of grommet when we needed
it and it may well be a good idea to look for them as early as possible. (Once
again, if you should find a source of these, a number of people in the Register
are sure to be interested). Most of the other grommets and blanking plugs in the
firewall require some searching to locate, althdugh the one that carries the
temperature- gauge caplllary-(part no. 600395) was still" ava11ab1e from Robb Motors
in Cape Town recently.

The rubber gaskets (part no. 502211) between the body and thé’ headlamp mountings
are also difficult to obtain, although the Cape Town Centtre has quite a number
of similar gaskets of the right size which could easily be modified to fit. The rear
axle bump stops will probably also require a bit of ferreting ‘around to obtaln.

Although the availability of the perishable rubber items was our greatest :
problem, the spares position has changed so rapidly recently that it is probably
a.good idea to draw up a comprehensive list of all spares needed, as near the
beginning of the rebuild as possible. This will allow time to track down difficult
spares and prevent undue hold-ups in the reassembly of the car.
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. It may be interesting to learn that: both Chris and John Schultz have been
involved in a number of rebuilds before they tackled the TR3. Their first rebuild
was a MG B which was baught in a right-off state and is now a very nice B. Their
second rebuild was a crash- damaged TR4A the result of which was shown to the
public at the recent Wheels 1977 exhibitiom.

PETROL INJECTION : PART 3

The mixture control unit is used to control the amount of fuel, in accordance
with the load on the engine. This is effected by altering the position of the contral
stop, which, in turn, varies the length of shuttle travel. The control spop in the
metering distributor is kept in contact with the cam follower by means of the
fuel pressure in the rotor. The balance spring around the cam follower, counteracts
the effect of this pressure, and prevents the control machanism from being
overloaded.

The control mechanism consists of a diaphragm, two links, two control springs,
a fuel cam and a cam follower. The two control links are attached th the centre of
the diaphragm, by means of a spherical bearing. Any deflections of the diaphragm
will cause the links to move and the rollers (on the links) are kept in contact
with the fuel cam and the cam follower. - '

The diaphragm is mounted in a depression chamber at the end of the mixture
control unit. The depression chamber is connected to the inlet manifold downstream
of the throttle butterflies. Any variation in the manifold depression causes the
diaphragm to deflect against the action of two control springs. '

When there is full load on the engine and the throttle is open, the diaphragn
is held in the rest position by spring pressure. As the engine load is reduced and the
the throttle is closed, the increased vacuum causesthe diaphragm to deflect. The
control links and rollers are then moved into a new position. The control stop is
also moved, causing reduced shuttle-travel. There is, consequently less fuel in"
each charge. o ' o

~ The mixture control unit incorporates an excess fuel device, which ensures
that extra fuel is supplied during starting. It has been ascertained that in ‘cold
starting conditions, when the ambient temperature is about 0°F Q:}7;7°C) three
times the normal amount of fuel is required. A wire control on the fascia panel is
connected to the excess fuel lever (or over fuel lever) on the side of the mixture
control unit. (This wire control replaces the choke control on the conventional
engine, having a carburettor).

When starting the engine the driver obtains the extra. fuel by pulling the wire
control. This alters the position of the excess fuel lever, and the carrier for
the fuel cam is drawn away from the cam follower. The shuttle then has a longer
travel. As soon as the driver pushes back the wire controi, the carrier is returned
to the normal operating position by the action of the tension spring. The excess
fuel control provides extra air by keeping the throttle butterflies partially open.

The fuel is injected into the engine cylinders by means of the injectors which
are of the forward opening poppet valve type. :

Fuel enters the injector at the top. The nozzle valve is kept closed by the
action of the spring until the fuel pressure reaches 50 p.s.i. The nozzle valve
then opens and the correct amount of fuel, in the form of a fine spray, is injected
into the inlet manifold where it combines with the air drawn in by the action of
the piston. ’ ‘

'Injection takes place slightly before T.D.C. on the induction stroke. (The
actual moment of injection depends on the design of the engine).

The injector is not adjustable in service. However, there is only one fault'
likely to occur. Impurities in the fuel may become trapped on the valve seat, thus
preventing the nozzle valve from closing. These impurities can usually be removed
by connecting the injector to a filtered air-supply, having a pressure of about
80 p.s.i. in the forward direction. If, however, the injectoe remains stuck open
it shoild be replaced. v

That completes the operation of the mechanical side of the petrol injection
system. The following chapters will deal with fault diagnosis. S

Fault Diagnosis : Preliminary Tests. If the petrol injection system is not
functioning correctly the following preliminary tests should be carried out as a

L
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failure in any of these would give the impression that the petrol injection system
was faulty. ; ; : o
1. Ascertain that there is sufficient clean fuel in the tank. (The fuel pump should
deliver at least 100 ml in 5 secs.). : ’
2. Check the ignition system (both L.T. and H.T. circuits).
3. Check that the battery is :

(a) At least half-charged. When tested by means of a hydrometer, the individual
cell readings should be at least S.G. 1,190 at the normal workshop ’
temperature of 60°F. = ‘ « '

(b) In good condition and can thus supply sufficient curremt at the appropriate

voltage.

Readings of the heavy discharge tester should remain constant for 10-15 ‘secs.

4. Check the wiring of the fuel pump. Ensure that the connections are clean and |
tight. ' '
If satisfactory results have been obtained from the above tests the petrol
injection systenm is probably faulty, ard should be checked systematically.

SOME BACKGROUND ON A VERY UNUSUAL TR (BY MIKE ALLEN)

Of the many TRs I have had over ttre years my latest acquisition is I would

think the most exciting and unique to datec. _ ‘
- Apart from the general conditiocn of the car which is excellent/outstanding/
'marvellous/too much/magnificent there are a number of other interesting conversions.
' The car is a TR3A (commission no. TS 33753) with wire wheels, hard top and a
TR2 apron and front bumper giving it the frontal appearance of a 2 but that is
where the similarity ends. She is fittad with the complete S.A.H. High Performance
conversion. This conversion raises the standard 100 bhp to an awesome 140-145 bhp.

S.A.H. accessories are a company in England that according to their brochure
are "the world's leading specialists 'n the design and manufacture of high
performance equipment and accessories for Triumph cars'. '

The conversion was done in the U.K. some years ago by the owner, one Chris
Howell who brought the car out to S./., I knew the car then but subsequently lost
track of it and only picked up the spoor. '

Some 'six months ago when Sam Eberlin of Plumstead bought the car, I »
immediately asked Sam for the first .afusal and was extremely pleased when he came
back to me in earsly Junme and said "Do you still want to buy the TR? ', I '
immediately agreed and after passing Sam's test to see if I could handle the car,
one very pretty TR now sits spugly covered with a dust cover in my garage to be’
used on high days, holidays and Club meetings at Killarney (depending on my
caurage). ‘

_ The conversion consists of :

1. S.A.H. modified cylinder head (type A).

2. Matched inlet manifold. =

3. 2 x 45 DCOE Weber carburettors (;ives an additional 8-10 B.H.P.).
4. New latest type crankshaft. ’

5. 2.2 Litre pistons and liners.

6. Special "Glacier" recticular aluminium bearings.

7. Competition clutch and pressure plate.

8. 4 branch extractor type manifoid.

9. Fully balanced Laystall engine assembly.

The S.A.H. catalogue I have lists all the chove goodies as part no. 517,
1974 price £282,00. I quote “These engires arc equally suitable for outright
circuit racing, revving up te 6000 r.p.n. or jusz for fast every day touring with
an idling speed as low as 800 r.p.m. and excellent torque coupled with a very
high degree of rehability'", ' '

In addition she is fitted with a brake booster and electric fuel pump, both
of which are recommended by S.A.H. for the improved performance cars.

To my knowledge this is the on'y TR around (in S.A.) with the S.A.H.
conversion and I would be most interested to hear from anyone who perhaps knows
of others. ' | o '

Road test to follow soon., (I con't wait - Ed.).
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SPARES NEWS

Our next overseas order will be sent shortly. Listed below are items we will
be ordering with estimate prices. If you need anything send in your cash and order
as soon as possible :

Wiring looms 2-3A : R36,00 ea.

Wiring looms 4-4A : R58.00 ea.

Top windscreen rubbers 2-3A : R5,00 ea,

Bottom windscreen rubbers 2-3A : R5.00 ea,

Dzus clip for bonnet 2-3A : R1.00 ea.

Dzus ¢lip for windscreen 2-3A : R1.20 ea.

Dzus. clip for sidescreen 3A : R1.20 ea.

Escutcheons for spare wheel cover 2-3A : R1,35 ea.

Bonnet clip bracket 2-3A : R5,00 ea.

Upper ball joints 2-3A : R25.00 ea.

Upper ball joints 4-4A : R15.00 ea.

Track rod ends 2-3A : R26,00 per pair.

Stone guards 2~3A : R25.,00 per paar.

Stone guard feet 2-3A : R12,00 per pair,

Wiper blades 2-3A : R6,00 per pa1r,

Wiper arms 2-3A : RLS 00 per pair,

Front aprop medallions, red or blue 2-4 : R18,00 ea,

Also from overseas I hope to get

Original rear view mirrors,

Headlight rims with dust covers.

Gear lever boots,

Availability is uncertain so prices are unknown,
Large Items

I shall be including orders for large items in the next import order, so all
those who have eequested bumpers, grilles, etc. please send in your orders with
money. Prices are as in May SABRINA plus 507 for postage, import duty, etc. I am
hoping this will be sufficient, but you must be prepared to pay extra in the
unfortunate event of this not being enough.

Local Spares

7 Various items are becoming available locally, for instance TR2-3A exhaust pipe
from flange to first box at R12,00 ea,, TR2-3A radiator hoses at R2 50 ea, of

R9.00 for a set of 4, soft top frames can be manufac;urgd to grder égr #pprox,

R60, side screen frames at approx. R30, (these prices will drpp if sufficient ‘
numbers are ordered, eg 12 or more), stone guards in stainless steel or aluminium
at approx. R12.00 ea. and handbrake cables at about R10.00 ea. (all original
fittings must be supplied if originality is important). I am also going to start
enquiries for soft tops locally and seat cushions springs may be manufactured for
us soon (if demand-is good then the price will be reasonable).

All the above are for TR2-3A, and prices depend upon demand, so if you need
any of the above get in touch. Cape Town Centre has a long list of miscellaneous
items for TR2-6 plus Spitfire, all at eeasonable cost. The list is too leng to
publish but direct enquiries through me for any small items ranging from special
nuts to your engine parts, trim parts, etc., etc.

Thotdqghbred and Classic Car Magazine

This is the last call for anyone interested in receiving T. & C.C. direct
through the post at reduced cost. I have already written for costs and those who
haye already put down their names will hear from me as soon as I have received a
reply. If you wish to be included please contact me at the soonest.

Segnnd Hand Spares

" 1f you have g&t and wish to sell or want to buy any second hand spares please
write to the Spares Secretary with details. Mike Allen in Cape Town 8till has many
spares for sale at 124 Milner Road, Claremont, 7700. Russel Gould has a truck load
of spares for sale for R250 the Iot which covers gearbox, racing cam,other engine
parts, suspension and steering parts, generators, starters, diffs, body panels, ete.
Russel is at Golden Harvest Farm, Rosetta (near Mooi River), Natal.

General

Ian Johnson has ordered wire wheels from Cape Town at approx. R95 ea. for the
chromed version, and we are awaiting their arrival with jealousy.
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Doug Tyler is in the U.K. and is chatting up new spares supplier's for us.
Lin McLintock says the U.S.A. is in a worse position spareswise than we are -
amazing since three-quarters of TR production went to America.
. -I-have a-reasgnably-good -chassis -sandblasted, primed im-zinc-rich-epoxy‘and
SPdfited FdP Hhbe SHEORIO &0 16251 2ty e gd¥ing [tné 13A%d EPiads ta idw 2Po4d2rdPing
239pxsfeses EReNusPAILL onlkpINAY LcoRERE IREOSP Y PEIS e RESERPIREED £HI2HIEPUR1X2RMAE has
been spent on-i&jsHue @AYEAideeMadored sddorefp FIEd IpeNIeHetall00 32 2f lozazudl
One final word on spares from the U.K. : The next order will go befolfIPfa%nd
ofigf dguse $8°WhaPEEaE FEu WAL 98Fdeled 1pPdasd Vs @fdViRoF66 2and lagoRFEoH A your
enquiries to iteX§USJpedridvhdp¥iTas PHEY , RIIR4E VepaTSs SYokididfl Ok 2d9¥n bRAGH 1o
your car has missing.
All for now on the spares front.

John Moore.
BITS AND PIECES

We have found the owner of the TR3 who's car appeared in a National advertisement
proclaiming the benefits of a certain blend off cigarettes. Herman Kruger has
brought his TR to Durban with him, and what a nice one it is. He has got so many
cuttings from magazines and newspapers that one could spend all night looking
through them. Herman has owned TRs for 15 years and his present one he has had for
10 years, although for 5 of them he was rebuilding it,

Malcolm Wright has commented that his TR3A had averaged 44 mpg on his trip to Q:)
Swaziland during 1974 and that a friend of his had achieved 32 mpg towing a small
caravan from Joburg to Port Alfred., He has also given me some details his father
gave him about SABRINA's claim to fame. He says 'My pato told me about the Hindu
word for boobs - in Hindu lingo the word for milk is dude (dood), therefore a boob
is a dood-muscle".

After a considerably long time we have heard from the owner of the TR7 John
and I had a look at in Durban. Mick Douglass tells us that he may not be able to
join in Club actimities,-but would like to read-SABRINA regularly. .. . -w- waswye

:. Ofi all places; new membaxr--John Bird:heard about:us from Cox & Buckles im v
s Lopdbrit At dedsts Wel ares getting knowir slowly,: 3767 $TiYssis Lis noiaasqeus (2118q
At last wishave gotva!stoek of: T-shirtec It took:usv e full: year: to: get’ theh
and eventually we had to buy 100, bedause we could not buy anything less. Dur:cud
sttrusty Chaitffan. curcdhe thankel Forl therteckipty ofrthe” shirte, s¢ anyohrl requiring
one please send thesEbrmi printellsat: the ondi ofi: this Newsletverbtogethers wi thR3(i25
(sizes are 76 (30 ins.), 87 (34 ins.), 94 (38 ins.), 102 (40 ins.), and 107 (42 ins.).
Anybody who ordered and hasn't received please contact Cheetham through the
Register's Post Box.

I made a bit of a boo-boo in the last SABRINA. I mentioned that Nols Pienaar
in Alice was interested in starting a Centre in the P.E. area. I badly misquoted -
him and he assures me that he is jast an enthusiastic TR owner wanting to meet
other TR owners in that area. Apologies Nols, I hope you didn't get too many
midnight phonecalls.

Some good news. It would appear that Dave Harrup's ex Francis Spencer''s TR3
is being driven by Roger Pearce at Historic events at Kyalami. Roger, of course,
has been known for a number of years to be a driver of a 1964 MGB. He has obviously
accepted the move to a better car.

Petet Wooley (Cape Town) is still looking for a good hardtop. If anyone can
help, please contact Peter as he will be very grateful.

Cheetham has got as far as fitting the brake pipes to his TR2, althoughboth
front and rear suspensions have been rebuilt. The next bit will be the worst, as
that happens to be the body.

We have had several of our lads defending the Country on the border, namely
David Swan, Mervyn Harris and Ken Brown. Thanks lads. Chris Schmidt had organised
a trip to Cape Town as a member of the "Booze Cruise', but has just heard he has
been called up-on'22nd December -~ how lucky can-you get? =~ -~ =~ -~ oo

I think I must be stupid or something. Vhen I changed a fan belt on my TR3A

~some time ago, it took e neéarly:3 ‘hours of battling and cursing, If only I'had |
known that by turning:the steering to full lock the steering arm drops a sufficient
‘amount to get the thick belt through without a hassle, It takes a long time to .




s
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Andre Scheepers of Vryheid becomes our first member owning a TRS that’ delectable
motor car of incredible performance.

From the Regxster records there are two pieces of 1nformat1on available about
local assembly history. Cars with commission numbers from TS13048 to TS 13096 -
where all locally assembled with loaal assembly commission numbers from TR339 to.
TR387. Then later TS8 28337 to TS8 28347 will correspond to TR847 to TR857. Later
local assembly numbers do not correspond at all, for example :

TS8 32015 TR967

TS8 32020 TR968

TS8 32021 TR973

TS8 32037 STR985

TS8 32040 STR988

TS8 32077 TR965

TS 33772 STR999

Rather unfortunately, John has lost the use of his photostatting machine, so
this month we do not have any photos to show you. We hope, however, that this is
only a temporary state of affairs and we are taking steps to get the photos done
elsewhere. So you can continue sending in those photos of your car. _

Last month we published a photc of Dennis Nixon's TR2, which most of you will
have noted looked remarkably like a TR3. The car used to belong to Mike Allen who
put the TR3 grille on because he thought it looked better. :

NEWS FROM THE CENTRES _
TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF NATAL

The Natal Centre has given itself a new title, to accommadate the other Triumph
sports cars which we find here, and indeed we have. several Spltflres, Stags and GT6s
in the club. The inaugural event took place on the 19th, July at the Fairhaven Hotel
in Durban. Amongst the "new'" cars present were Jeff Hill's ex Wassenaar ex Durrheim
TR3A which has been repainted in a super maroon.colour, Kees Vreedenburgh's very
original and very nice TR3A, and Trevor Pieters brought out his newly rebuilt TR4
resplendent in wire wheels and B.R.G. coachwork. Neil Gove gave us . the opnurtunlty
to impart upon a little social crossword puzzle whilst dr1v1ng to Pennlngton on the
South Coast. The results of this contest are as follows : 1st John Moore (TR3A),
2nd Chris Schmidt (Tin), 3rd Brenda Sudano (Sp;tflte) 4th Rob Thompson (Tin),
5th Graham Cheetham (TR3A), and 6th Tony Parsons (Stag). As Neil has written about
the event : "Sorry to subject you all to mental work on a Sunday. It appears from
the results that those who were present need to study their South Africak general
knowledge a little more than they have. Considering all the groans heard from
straining brain tissue, I apologise for the type of competition that you had to
endure, but there will not be another; like that one - I have been barred from
organising any further competltlons". Nell is doing great injustice to himself as
the crossword comp. was excellent and the braai afterwards great fun,

The month before, we went to Albert Falls Dam for a braai, and both Ian Johnson
and Tony Parsons took along thei: sailing craft, It was nice to see Gordon Gove in
the TR4A after such a long time. Thanks must go toDoug Drysdale who took along a
very amusing recording of Adge Cutler and the Wurzels, and played to maximum hilarity
through Rob Thompson's sasette playes. :

One other event, not on the social calender, was a d1sp1ay of British sports
caes at the Holiday Inn in Durban. when M.G.s and Austxn—"ealeys were on show as well
as John's TR3A, Graham's TR3A and Mike Wescon s TR6,

'~ The Pinetown Carnival Procession was also supported by the Club, but instead of
26 luscious lovelies to transport, only the Oueen (known to us as Robyn) appeared.
Thanks to the 14 of you who arrived. Chris Brunt was the luckiest fellow and took the
Queen around in his TR6, that is, until Moore did a bit of wwoing.

The lads have alsg been busy getting the new Clubroom painted and decorated,
and the opening ceremony is expected to be pretty soonm, -

It looks as though the girls of the Club are getting all the new members. Both
Ruth MacDonald and Brenda Sudano hame introduced prospectxve members to the Club,
which is relly very. prglseworthv. Keep it up girls. .

Daniel Slabbert came back from sea some weeks ago and was able to arrange for
a fibre-glass mould to be made of my GT6 front bonnet. So now he can't wait to get

U e
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bis green one back on the toad again. Anyone requiring this type of bonnet can contac
Daniel through the TSGCON. - . '
' The,@iphhpﬁg'fisQCpming'along)y‘jb'ﬁicely as I have mentioned, but we are going
to need some ideas on the supply of easy chairs and coffee tables. There is dlso a
competition for a choice of Clubhouse name, for which there will be a prize of a
bottle of Champagne, All entries must be sent to the Post Box before the opening
ceremony, and 2 selection will be made during the evening.

Forthcoming events will be as follows : 7th August, a combined run to the Cato
Ridge Sports Club with the M.G. Car Club. 18th September, a socially competitive
event run to the Polo Pony Hotel, l4th October, a Noggin' & Natter, hopefully at the
Clubhouse.

CAPE TOWN CENTRE

What's been happening down here in Cape Town? Members have been busy with a
variety of things, not the least of which has been the Cape Town Centre's Newsletter.
It is hoped to keep this mammoth production going on a monthly basis and we feel
sure later editions will be an improvement, Following on from the last edition of
SABRINA, it is understood from reliable sources that the trusty Mike Allen has
abandoned the building of his rare and exotic "one-off". Questioned on this by our
roving reporter, Mike shrugged the matter off by saying that difficulties had been |
experienced with the mating together of the various components which the reader will |
remember comprised a 1936 Chevrolet Pick~Up chassis, a TR4 front end and motor, and
a Firenza automatic gearbox. Modestly declining to comment further, he mentioned that .-
hw was on to something good. Well he was not far wrong. Mike Allen is mow the-proud
owner of a red monster in the form of a TR3A fitted?with%an*s.A;HureenVersion?motor,
twin Webers,: etc., etc. It also has two spots on the front. I mentionm this:: . .
specifically because it has just: struck me that- just'-about every Healey you ‘see’ has:
spots. Anyway, Mike has written an article for the Cape Town Centres Newsleteeér.

Members in Cape Town are pleased to see Tim Kent's B.R:G. Suwrey-Topped TR4A, -
good work Tim - but one of your side lamp Bulbs has blown. Graham Pike who has been
making TR-less appearances. at our ‘meetings for some months inow; promising NEXT month
he’ll get his car has finally done it. His is a red TR4; fitted with an attractive
fibre-glass hard top'in-cream, Nice. - - . .. . i . s, - S |

John Schultz is still soldiering on with the :rebuild of his TR3 and during the ‘
last week has had the panelbeaters in for the finishing touches to the body. John, l
not being accustomed th the lusty ways of panelbeaters, poor boy, is recovering
nicely, following watching a hefty panelbeater bash his TR3s nose and bonnet to i
improve the line. Readers will appreciate his anguish, when they realise that John !
kept his car's nosepiece in his bedvoom during the rebuild for safeties sake, There

is, however, no truth in the rumeur that he tucked it up inibed at night, e

Cape Town members had a film evening on Thursday 7th July at Mitford's place.
Thanks Mitford. Three films were shown including a history of Fangio’s driving
career and the story of Lotus -and Colin Chapman, which was in colour. Our.thanks
also to Tim Kent and Mike Allen for the organisation. :

Well, that's enough from the Cape Town Centre.
JOHANNESBURG CENTRE

On Sunday, June 19th, the Johannesburg Centre held its first meeting at the
‘Swan residence in Inanda, Johannesburg. -In ideal sports car weather a total of 17
TRs put in an appearance. All-in-all.about 25 owners were present and the
‘outstanding .examples representecd- have encouraged those owners with partly completed
rebuilds to get on with it. .. - . I B

i .. Andrew Swan, the Centre Chairman,. explained that membership of the local Centre
would be open th those owners who have joined the National Register. The Johannesburg
Centre plans to have at least 4 meetings each year, one of which will be a
combination concourse d'elegance-cunﬁshowday.»One:of,the:meetings would most likely
be in the form of a film and film slide evening while outings will also be arranged.
It .is 'further planmed to hold "workshop days' when experts willibe invited to show
the amateurs how to tackle specific TR projects such ‘as: a gearbox rebuild.

. Thereafter each owner had the oppurtunity to tell-the others something about
his own car. Yours truly was at the same time trying to drum up as many members as:
possible for the Centre and as a consequence missed most of the details discussed.
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Furthermore the cars are generally in such good shape that one runs out of
superlatives to describe them. The follow1ng bits of 1v£ormat10n do not profess to
be a complete satalogue of the cars present : :

Richard de Beer's TR3 took him 18 months to complete from a p11e of parts packed
in boxes. It is finished in red and looks beautiful. Both Andrew Swan's red TR3 and
Alan Grant's black TR3 have done over 100 mph at Kyalami. Both cars have been rebuilt
and are immaculate. Mr J. Peterson from Pretoria drives a white TR3 with hardtop. He
imported his car new in 1956 and it has been in daily use since. Colin Burney, owns
besides his TR3A, a Spitfire, a Herald, a Triumph-powered Fairthorpe and (sacrelege)
a M.G. TD. Chris Ferreira's TR3 is finished in chocolate brown and it is in
excellent shape. Fred Perryman had his light-blue TR3 there and it, too, looks very
good. ' ,

From all accounts the meeting; was a great success and now that the initial
getting-to-know-each-other stage is over, future meetings can get down to business.:

CARS FOR SALE

1967 (registered) TR4 : The car has a Surrey-Top and a high lift cam engine. The body
has been recently resprayed and the engine has bheen overhauled. Contact Chris
Young, P.0. Box 179, Mtubatuba, 3935, and haggle over R1200.
1973 TR6 : 55000 Km, white and no rust or dents. And a pile of spares including
head gasket, water pump, brake and clutch seal kits, 2 inlet and 2 exhaust
valves together with seats, brake hose, fuel pump and metering unit overhaul
kit, distributor cap, differential oil seals and mounting rubbers, luggage rack,
towing bar, rear shocks and workshop manual. Price R3500 - R4000 the lot or will
separate. Contact C.R. Smith at Joburg 724 9421. -
k973 GI6 : The perfect car to complement your TR. This one has overdrive and is in
good condition. Contact Tony Kennard, 138 Belfry Towers, Doonside, Amamzimtoti,
- Natal (933172 (H)).
TR3A : Pretty original with front bumper, stainless steel wing trims, overdrive
and solid rims. Only good for a rebuild as hody and upholstery are a bit tatty,
Contact Richard Nepgen, 15 Lucia iLane, Queensburgh.
1973 TR6 : Gren Harwood rather unfortunately has had to put his car on the market
because he wants to buy a house. The car is painted Pimento Red and comes with
a detachable hardtop. Contact Gren at Box 62372, Marshalltown, 2107, tel.
706 1514 (H), 838 2991 (W).

25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

Because of the enormity of organising the National gathering for the 25th
Anniversary of the first production TR scheduled for October 1978, a few details
now will help to clarify some of the more importaant points.

We should, of course, like to think that all Register menbers will attend the
meeting, which, wehope, will be at the Marzelspoort Holiday Resort just outside
Bloemfontein during the long October weekend in 1978. The dates will be from
Friday 6th October to Tuesday 10th October (Kruger Day).

We have already written to Marzelspoort for iunforma:ion and we will be asklng
for definite entries in the November edition of SARRINA,

The weekend event will include, we hope. a Concours d'Elegence with the

ORDER FORM

Could you please send me the following items : Quantity Price
1. Windscreen sticker (50c ea.)

2. Pocket badges (R2.00 ea.)

3. T-shirt (R3.25 ca., sizes as in text)
4. TSCC OF NATAL shoulder bags (R5.00 ea.)
NAME :

ADDRESS :
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emphasis on standard of finish rather than originality. We hope also to arrange a
Mayor's reception, a motoring cavalcade through the streets of ‘Bloemfontein and a
dinner-dance. IR - 1

The accommadation at Marzelspoort is by Rondavel mainly, and as far as I can
gather is clean and comfortable. ' : ' :

We would like you to consider these dates when you are working out your
holiday plans for 1978, and of course, any rebuilds will have to ‘be geared to be
finished by that date, ' R

ADDRESSES
TR Register of S.A. and the TSCC of Natal

P.0. Box 29252, Maydon Wwharf, 4057.

Chairman : John Moore, tel. 350303 (W).

Secretary : Graham Cheetham, tel. 358131 (W), 726416 (H).
Treasurer : Neil Gove, tel. 415611 (W), 837054 (H).

TR Register of S.A., Johannesburg Centre

Chairman : Andrew Swan, 57 Sixth Avenue, Sandton, 2199. 429676 (H).
Secretary : Rene de Villiers, 207 Ordingley Road, Mondeor, 2091. 592157 (H).
TR Register of S.A., Cape Town Centre
Chairman : Mervyn Harris, 134 Ringwood Drive, Pinelands, 7405. 534445(H), 676510 (W).
Secretary : Charles Paterson, Kildonan House, Penrose Road, Muizenberg, 7945,

85537 (H), 454811 (W). : s

ARTICLES FOR SABRINA NOVEMBER 1977 ~

Please can I have all articlés,'létters, news and reports by 17th October for
inclusion in the Wovember edition of SABRINA. Thanks, Graham Cheetham.

ODD_JOTTINGS

Most people will have heard about the risk incurred when wire wheels are
chromed. Over a period of time with all the contraction and cxpansion of the wire
the chromium plate cracks and splinters. To avoid this from happening, the spokes
and indeed other items which may be subjected to similar problems, can be annealed
by placing in an oven set at 350°F for 3§ hours. This heat process will overcome
the problem of cracking chromework.

We shall be ordering a small stock of Regalia items frcm the TR RPegister in
the U.K. quite shortly. These will include windscreen badges (50p ea.), grille
badges (£2.20 ea.), patch badges (£1.05 ea.), key fobs (TR3 only at £1.05 eda.),
ties (no colour specified at £3.20 ea.); copies of Technicalities (£3.00 ea.), and
models of the TR2 (a white metal kit of about 16 parts). If anyone would like any
of these items then contact us before the end of August so that we can include
you in the order. To convert to rands multiply by 2 and send that to cover costs.

John has ordered 12 sats of springs for the seat cushions at the cost of Ré<9®
per set of two. Three of these sets have already been taken Lut the others are ‘¥ oo
available to anyone who can contact John. You will, of rourse, still have to
upholster them.

Just a thought, but is anyone interested in a weekend away at Harrismith
later in the year. It is just within reach of both Durban and Johannesburg (and
maybe Welkom and Bloemfontein as well). Please contact vour Centre Secretary.

-
N’

TR REGISTER OF 5.A.,
P.0. BOX 29252,
MAYDON WHARF,

4057.



