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SABRINA. MAY 1976.

The official Newsletter of the TR Register of S.A.

It doesn't seem many davs since I put mv pen away after completing
Sabrina No. 1. But the time passes so quickly, and events still
continue at full speed. May I thank everyone who has rallied to the
cause and has sent me letters and articles. There is, no doubt,

an awful lot of useful bits and pieces about that just require to be
brought out into the open.

Since it was decided to introduce an annual subscrintion for
membership of R2 (R2.50 to join) we have had 24 rerlies. I am again
sending Sabrina to all known TR owners in the hope that more peorle
will become paid-~up members., For those who do not become paid-up,
this will be your last copy, so make sure you get vour R2.50 into the
post as soon as vossible.

It is good to report that we have members from Port Elizabeth, Cape
Town, Johannesburg and various parts of Natal. I have been writing

to the various South African motoring magazines tc advertise the
Register to those owners in the other parts of the country, tut so far
my letters have not been published -~ natience, they savi.

Down here in banana land we have met several 'new' ovmers. There is
John McCauley wio bought a very nice white TR3 from Pretoria only to
find that the front suspension had collapsed because split pins were
not used in the rebuild, we have Martin Satherly who recently arrived
from Zambia in a white TR3A after travelling 1800 miles, and Dennis
Morris who has a TR3A with only 43,000 miles on the clock since new.

I would like to introduce you to the members who sill Le helping

to run the Register. Firstly, we have Neil Gove, who will be
running the financial side of the Register. lieil was introduced to
the delights of TR motoring through his brother Gordon, who ovmns a
TR4A but who always wanted the earlier TR2/3/34A tvpa.

Neil and Gordon found an orange TR3 in Port Shepstone tozether with
fat tackies and black speed strire alonz the bonnet. The car was
revainted in a muci: more refined and nleasant shade of light hlue,
and re-upholstered in trown. DMechanically, the engine was found to be
okay (although the head was strirped quicklv), hut the front
sus-ension had to be rehbuilt. Since the rebuild the car -has

-featured regularly in both Register and MG Car Clu’ events, and no

doubt we will see a lot more of Neil and TS 12303.

Jown Moorg V111 Le our f1r t Chairman whilst his special task will be

_helping with spares. - Jolm has always been interested in TRs, and was
introduced to his first TR3A in the U.K. where he owned and rallied

one of 1961 vintage. “av1ng settled in South Afrlca, his old
enthusiasm returned when he wae told about a TR3A for sale in a garage

‘ ~in Durban. The first time I sav the car in that garage, I decided it

was good for a rebuild, but the protlem wac how to get the car out of
the garage with a half built yacht blocking the drive way. John with
the aid of a few mecianical devices, managed to manirulate the Lits

and rieces at his disposal and get the car on the road again, whereuvon -

. -he:got in and-drove - it back home. ° Over a neriod of several mont*ns9 e
- 'the car was recuilt end is now a nice example find shed “in 1 :M.C. &y

British Racitng Green. Joim's lLeen interest in motoring has led him ‘to
put the TR3A on to the race track, Lut not hefore e had bought another
TR to rebuild. This one, he tells me, %ill e as near to or1g1nal as’

.he can get it, and will te finished in white.

2 iosshais



-

Both these members will thus ‘provide the backup the Register needs. You can contact
Neil at 37 Lonsdale Avenue, Durban North, 4016 (tel. 837054 (H), 415611 (V) ), and
John at 350303 (W) - no address at the moment as he is moving house.

I mentioned in the last copy that a group of enthusiasts were going uv to the Grand
Prix, but through several mishaps, none of us arrived by TR, Our first casualty
came 2 weeks before the race when it was found that a broken piston ring had blown

a hole in a riston of Neil's car. An urgent session of repair work was carried
out, but unfortunately couldn't he completed. Then Tony Trott (TR3A) developed
leaking vetrol symotoms and had to sithdrawn at the last minute. Never mind.

John and myself left on the Thursday as nlanned, bLut only got as far as Mooi River
before John had to stop because of big end bearing failure. On returning to Durban
with the sick car, my petrol pump packed up, so we all clamibered into John's Escort
and drove up in that.

To all of ‘ou who vent, but didn't find us, I anologise, but without the TRs we
weren't really recognisable.

bill Salisbury has very kindly sent in a tale about his trip to the South of France
in 1967. Ue will split the tale into two parts, with the seccond part coming next
time.

"The following story was published in STANDARD TRIUMPH REVIEV in December 1967
(my thanks to that magazine for permission to reprint) and the red and white TR2
concerned, NR 2675, is, of course, on the TR Register of S.A.

AN ALPINE DRAMA.

When planning the annual hecliday one is inclined to remember the rlaces that have
happy memories or are picturesque and to ignore the fact that there are manv other
resorts that would provide egually pleasant reflections. Studying maps and guides
around the fire one winter it suddenly occurred tec us that, although we had
travelled through France many times (this is when we lived in the U.K.), we had never
spent more than a 'passing-through' night in that countrv. Consequentlv our nlans
narrowed considerably, a short list resulted and Annecy was eventuallv decided unon.
Elsie and I, not so voung as we used to be, prefer to find a fairly nuiet place and
stay put for the holiday. Annecy scemed tc be ideal - it is gituated v the side
of a lake and tne surrounding countrv includes some of the finest mountaine and
mountain passes in that part of Zurope. Uhen Elsie had tc ge intc hos—ital a fev
weeks Lefore our holiday for a major overation, it looked as though we had nlanned
in vain. he surgeon eventually gave hicz permission for her to go -~ vrovided we
““Viook it easy © and we left Dover in the TR2 on June 3rd. An easy runm took us to
Vitry-le-Francois for the first night, where we staved at the .'Bon Sejour®. Next dav,
~ in glorious weather, Chaumont, Langres and Dijon were soon nut hehind ug and then
on into the heart of the Burgundy wine district -~ witl a srecial thought for
Nuit- St.-Georges. e uad thougit of stovping here for the night but as Elsie wasz.
not feeling tired, we nuched on. Aunecy as reached about 5 om. but it seemed rather
noiss, so, over a couple of glassec of lager, we debated what we should do. The mar
sho.ed a number of small villages around tie lale - far enough from Anmec- to be
guiet but near anoug!: to slir into that town shenever we felt lile a change. Four
miles out of Annecy, on the outskirts of the little village of Vevrier-au-Lac, we sav
what seemed to he just the “otel we were looking for. Madame 'iege and her daughter
Therese of Hotel Les Acacias velcomed us, and, as tlinges turned out, proved “ronderful
- friendec at a time when we sorelyv nceded help. Tie next 15 da-s vere »racticallw
ideal: it was hot, the only rain, especiallv the picnic, lunches rrovided hv Madame - a
real hanquet in themselves, all helved downm by t:e excellent local wine. e made a
number of interesting run: - to the Gorge du Fier, a .onderful freak of nature, to
the Chateau Montrottier and to Chamonix, ~here, unfortunatel: it was too misty to see
Mont Blanc or an of t.e surrounding mountains. Two events stand out above all others,
tue first eing al all dav trip to visit the Chartreuse Distillery at Voiron. it 18
imrossible to imagine that anyvhere could e so clean - there was not a snot of dirt
anywhere. :
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The vats, of shining copper, are the originals hand-made by themonks over 200 years
ago, and lool good for another 200 years: in the cellars the huge barrels with their
copper bands and brass taps. The second highlight was the festival organised in
the village to celebrate the Centenarv of the accession of Haute Savoie to France.
A long torchlight procession through the village on Saturday night, followed on
Sunday by a Chureh ceremony, procession, and dancing by villagers dressed in the
costumes of a hundred years ago, focussed around the traditional swveep's monkev,

a2 six year old boy. On our way back to Boulogne we had arranged to srend two days
with friends in Berme, and we came down to breakfast on our last day at Veyrier
looking forward to the run to the Swiss capital, To our horror we found that our
car had been stolen from the hotel car nark. The police were informed immediately
and, within the hour the information had been broadcast all over France. In nlace
of our car the thief had left a Peugeot 403, stolen two days ecarlier from outside a
newspaper office in Aix-les-Bains. It was decided that we stay at Veyrier until
the very last possible moment in the hope that the car would be found.

/ﬁNE W MEMBERS,

5o that members of the Register can keen in touch with each other, I will include the
names, cars and addresses of owners as they join the Register. So far we have:-

GRAiIAM CHEETHAM, 4 Highwavs, Marian hill Road, Pinetown, 3600, Natal. TR3A.

JOHN DOBBINS, P.O. box 74, Pietermaritzburg, 3200, Natal, TR3A.

BILL SALISBURY, 7 Buchanan Street, Howieck, 3290, Natal. TR2, 6o

ROUX VAN DER MER'E, 68 Amsterdam ioel, Port Elizabeth, 688%C TRZ. jege MUl

MARK STEVENS 70 “endy Road, Vendvuood, fandton, Johannesburg, 21456. TR3A.

BRUCE ERASMU menw 7824, TR2, 35S Tinekewlem i, banobiany (ape 71760
RENE DE VILLIER 207 Ord:ngle Road, Mende@er, Johanmesturg, 2006%. TR3. 20 209) i
MIKE WHEELER, 8 Trac Watts Road, Pinetown, 3600. TR3A.

CHRIS SCHMIDT, Mibatfivecaiiond, Hettoiide, 3695, TR3. &o Ulisde (4, lome WL, L
ROGER BRIDSON, RAGU/ b2l iiiiton/RebaliB8a48. TR4A. 0.0 SiL, Woldtam Aeto

STEVE GODDARD, IRwStaaéuisgopaiimaniitialoa3e. TR6., 195 QuU. mnw:i Nr. GLenmobe | tool,

JON MOWVAT, ‘.0. Box 1152, Jchannesburg, 2000, TR3.
CLIVE RUSS, 57 Sixth Avenue, Inanda, Johannesburg. 208T, TR3A. AW U4l
LEON DURRnEIM ¢/o Roval Lotel, ¥.0. Box 1041, Durban, 4000. TR3A.
. UGii VAN HASSELT, 26 <exferd Avenue, .estcliff, Johannesiurg, 2001, TR3A. M3
LONl TROTT, 325 Clark Road, Durban, 4001. TR3A.
ANDREY: SWAN, 57 Sixth Avenu,. Inanda, Johannesburg, 28831 . TR3. H41
FRANCOIS DAULENTON 103 Doctors Juarters, Greys Hosnital, Pietermaritzburg, 3201. TR3A.
MARTIN- SATHERLZY, ?.0. Box Y90S, Mavdon ‘'aarf, Durban, 4090 . TR3A. Ws57
JOdN MOORE,. 47 iighlands koad, Highland Hills, finetom, 3600, TR3A.
- JOEN MC CAULEY, SsS-iiminsRewd, MNg=siwvy, (uesemstwry, %908, TR3I, 36 ST W scx 1347, Pletgua
ROBERT THOMPQON 9.Alison Road, Fietermaritzburg, 3201. TR2.
JERRY LEWIN, P.O. Box 47, Malelane, E. Transvaal, 1320. TR3A,
BOY FERGUSON, P?.0. Box 50, Scottburgh, Natal, 4180. TR4A.
NEIL GOVE, 37 Lonsdale Drxve, Durban North, 4352‘ a3,
o
May I say to a11 TR owners that we want more than anything else to get known, so
anyone’vou meet who has one of these fabulous cars, nlease direct him towards the Register.

As far ‘as organlslng social events is concerned t is difficult to include events
for entnualasta out51de one's owm area. ~ Here, I would ask that- lotal groups be
formed “and the act1v1t1es list seant to me for inclusion n Sabrina. There really
must ove enougn TR's for acttve ’rouﬁs tO»ex1sc in the naJot centreq.
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Reading the TR Register Newsletter (from the U.K.), it would appear that local
groups are having a hard timé in some areas — even with a high potential TR
membership. In this country, we know that there are limited numbers of TR's,

andit is this fact which prompted our inclusion of all TR owners as Crdinarv members
of the Register (in the U.K. Ordinary Membership is onlv for TR2/3/3A owmers).

I would like to see Associate Membership (non-voting) open to other Triumph sports
cars (Spitfires, GT6, Stag) in order to make the organisation and local groups
stronger. In the Natal area, it is certainly our intention to do this.

SPARES NEWS.

John Moore, as previously mentioned, will be dealing with spares. Here is his
first bit of news:-

Dear Member,

In each copy of 'Sabrina' I lienme to be bringing vou news of Upares for our beloved
TRs, Initially the emphasis will be on TR2, 3 and 3A spares, as these are more
availavle , due to the assembly of these models in the republiec. In the future
(not too distant I hope) we will trv to cater for 4's, 5's and 6's.

First, let me put you in the picture as to how I hore to run the srares department.

First of all, spares will only be available to fully naid-un members.

secondly, for any part sent to vou - the member, I would like your worn or damaged
part in exchange. This is so that, in future, when parts are getting scarce we can
try to repair these parts. (Ouviously this condition does not apply to a rebuild
of a car, as the part in question may be missing).

Thirdly, finance! I, nor the Register, can finance snares for members. So I
shall work the followin: plan. You will write to me recuesting availability and cost
of the parts you require. I will send the information a= coon as nossible, and
you will then forward the money including postage, and incurance or registered
postage costs if you require it. Upon receipt of vour money = pavahle to TR
Register of S.A." I will obtain the nart, send it, A.S.A.P. to vou.

If a number of members in the same area nced a variety of srares, I >ugoest you getA
together and send bull orders, as this will be chearer in postage costs

Ahb! You may say, why can't I -buv mv own snrares from local Levliand Agents ete?
Well, I have Leen in contact with our Levland decaler (McCartay Leykor) and thev
have granted the Reglster substantial discounts on anv parts still availabhle, from
stock or factory. A ; g :

At présent this only aprlies to Durban. So vou see, it will save you money to let
- me do.vour tuying for you. '

Needless to say, if anvone can organize similar facilities in other centres, nlease,
..go ahead, but kee» us informed. : :

nell ‘that basically is. .the syitem, and T hope it workg, time will tell.:
Next question, of course, is wliat have we got. That is not easy to answer, the

- spares we have ot at present belong to mvself or other individual mewbers, and
sorie to a concort:un. I supgest vou contact e for what vou need ond we till.
tell you if we 've got it in stock or if another menber nas Tk
If we don't have 1t, then T will contact McCarthv 8 Or a numter. of local: covtapts
we. nave *u;lt us in thu last 12 mont* Lol :

5/ o e >e a8 ea : “" IH‘ ey
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If the part is still not available I will contact ou again for permission to try
importing, although I would like a bulk order for this.

for cast parts ~ bonnet hinges, screen pockets etc., these can be manufactured
locally, but are a bit ex-ensive., Obviouslv the more which are required, the cheaper
it becomes. The same applies to rubber mouldings, boot seals etc. have modern
equivalents, but I am making enquiries into getting windscreen rubbers extruded
locally.

For those of you, like me, who aren't mechanics, we have authentic Stanpart
workshop manuals for TR2 and 3 and TR4 and 4A, which give such gems of info, as
chassis dimensions, spring dimensions(inecl, coripetition springs). These valuable
books will not be sold but photocories of specific section will be available to
members at normal retail price for covies (2bout 5¢ per nage).

Now a few bits of information about parts of our cars.

Steering boxes: These, apparently are very rare in the U.K. (and everywhere else
it seems) new ones are just not available, so don't throw your old ones away,
Anyone with a friendly machinist in his back garden, should get chatting and
teer-plying.,

bonnet-hinges: The originals of these items tend to get broken very easily, and as
I paid R18.50 for one a couple of years ago, any ne' ones we have made will be in
brass. Expensive “of course, but much streonger.

Silentbloc bushes in the main track rod  should be replaced every 15 000 miles.
These seem fairly available but somevhat difficult to remove or fit.

so please contact me for any parts you need,
Well, I think thats enough for our first spares news, eqpeciallv those you have
dszlculty with. And anvone with varts to part with please drop a line to me
listing prices etc. and I can insert it in the spares news,

My addregs is:

John Moore,

c/o TR Register of S.A,,
4 Highwvays,

Marianhill Road,
2INETOWN. 3600.

Natal.

P.S. Various branches of Leylands are starting to throw out their older stocks of

spares which include'TK's;"ThaSu‘rarts'go ctean if bpeught in bulk. So =ee your

~ local dezlers about tais and, if vou can't Luv them yourself, let fie know and I ‘111
try to organise something to save thenm fron tte scrap Vara

Anniversary Celebrations.

You may be aware that 1377 is the year in which the TR celebrates its 25th
anniversary., It is hoped by that time, sufficient interéest will have been. creéated
to celebrate the event, Although no arrangements have, as yet, been made, central
péints for a National get-togethér appear to be East London, or Bloemfontein. I
would- awnreC1ate comments upon this anniversary celebration, ~hen all TR enthu51asts
- can get tooegher. In Europe, they are- oroanlslng an 1ncred1 sle celebrat1on 1t1narv-

TN
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It is hoped that by Sabrina No. 3, the Register will have a constitution, a
Bank Account and affiliation with the parent TR Register. To these ends we are
striving. Affiliation will allow all members to get spares via the Register
stalwarts, Cox and Buckles, who offer a fantastic service at the cheapest
rates.

I had a chance discussion the other day with a guv from the V.C. C., who remarked
that he remembered the production of a single—seater TR2 based racing car called
the Mayfair or Mayflower. This car, acparently, was built in small numbers in
South Africa in the early and mid-fifties., Anyone who knows anything about the
project would be welcome to let me know about it.

Historic Racing.

The February Races at Roy Hesketh Circuit nroved toc be quite good for TRs, with
myself, John Moore and Tony Trott coming 2nd, 3rd and 4th in the 10-lap handicap.

Those of you in Johannesburg (and other areas) are asked to remember the 10th
July, when another 10-lap handicar will be arranged for listorics at Roy Hesketh.
As this should be a tremendous race, and undoubtedly the top race of the day, [
am hoping to persuade the organisms to give us 14 lars. If we can get these extra
laps, e will need all the support we can get to show the organisms they have done
the right thing. So anyone interested, please be sure to contact me so that you
are not forgotten when entry forms are sent.

TR T-Shirts.

Very good cuality TR T-Shirts are available from the Register at a nrice of R2.50
each. They are available in several sizes, so please mention your size when you
order (please send cash with order as we have no spare cash to finance these
undertakings at the moment). The T-shirts are printed on both front and back.

zcran book.

Anyone who has photographs or articles featuring TR history in South Africa or his
very ovm rebuild, and would bLe prepared to give or loan (for reoroductlon) to the
Register, for inclusion in the Register scranbool, we would te grateful to hear
from you. Malcolm, did you get a good shot of us at Harriﬁmitl hen we met you on
the way to Maseru? Any chance of a copy perhaps?

- Natal Activities.

Not knowing what is happening in other parts of the Country, I can only deta11 the
events which will be arranged in Natal.

Frlday 21st Mays 7.30 pm., Noggln & Natter. At Polo Pony Hotel,
Shongweni turnoff
Sqnday_ZOth,June,: A run starting at Cato Ridge 9.30amh

Saturday 10th July : Roy hesketh Races.
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Bits and Pieces.

Andrew Swan has hought a TR2, solely for racing and was leading the field omn his
first outing in it at Kyalami when he had to retire.

Pietermaritzburg seems to be the "in" place for TR's nowadays with an influx of
at least 4 cars from the Transvaal. Welcome Malcolm Wright, David Swan,
Francois Daubenton and John McCauley.,

Alan Hoy is circulating Peter ter ‘olbeck's TR3 at Rov Hesketh in 1 min. 30 secs.
But then he runs to 6500rpm. The car has only been modified by lightening the
flywheel, skimming the head and uses a wild cam, as well as suspension and tyre
changes.

Roux van der Merwe reckons he will have a TR2 to “e proud of by the end of the
year. If it is as good as his first TR2 (which Bruce Erasmus now owns), he
should have a very desirable machine.

I am looking for a set of 4 TRG steel rims to fit to mvy 3A. Can anyone help?
It appears that the rear crankshaft pulley flange has a weakness. At least

3 have either troken or split locally. Not to worry, renlacements are

available at R4.

Jerry Lewin, whe lives 20 miles from the Swazi border would be glad to see
TR fans, if they are passing his way,

Cars for Sale.

TR3A : Rebuilt 3 years ago bv Chris Bailey. Car is in reasonably good condition.
Contact Mark Batchelor, 4 Miller Grove, Durban (333603 home, 330201 work).
TR4 : Recently overhauled and resprayed. Contact Rory Nesbitt, c/o 25 Umbilo

Road, Durban (23266 work).

TR3A : Very original indeed. 43,000 miles since ne:w, Good 10od, Contact
Dennis Morris, 17 Crieff Road, Westville, 3630 (822543 home). Price
about R950, P

TR2 Running Chassis : No body, but complete chassis and running gear have
been overhauled to race standard. Originally, the owner wanted to build
a special btody. Contact Mike McFaul, 3 Dunbar Road, Vestville, 3630.
(921332 work, 857120 home). Mike wants R200.

TR6 About 1973, I think. Contact Dr. J.D. Hamilton, c/o Doctors (uarters,
Addington Hosnital, Durban (373333 ext 230).

Addresses.
"~ Chairman: John Muore, . Treasurer: Neil Gove,
c/o TR Register, 37 Lonsdale Drive,
4 Eighways, Duri.an North, 4016.
Marian Hill Road, 837054 (home), 415611 (work).

Pinetowm, 3300.
350303 (work)

" Secretary. Graham Chaétham;
L —— -
- 4 nighways,
Marian iill Road,
Pinetowm, 3600. :
726416 (bome), 358131 (rork).




