The official Mewsletter of the TR Register of S.A.

Since the last Newsletter was sent out, guite a lot of things have hanvened,
and it is my intention to try and relate to vou most of these things. You
will notice from the choice of name for the Newsletter that we have chosen
what we feel to be something appropriate - Sabrina was the knickname, and
later the recognised name, of the twin overhead cam engine used kv the Triumph
works team for their exnloits at Le Mans during the period 1959-61. It is
hoped that more information about the engine and its development will be
included in future articles.

The visit to Maseru over the New Year sroved to he verv ponular for those who
went, and our sincere thanks must to to Gordon and Jenny Gove for putting us
all up so comfortably during the 3 days of our stav. I cannot rerort an
overwhelming sunport for the meeting as only 5 TR's took part (all from
Durban), but ‘ve did meet Malcolm Wright (TR3A) at Harricmith ruite by
coincidence. He was on his wayv to Pietermaritzhturg in his Blachk Bomber
when he chanced to see us parked at the Volidav Inn, so, of course, came to
see what it was all about.

~ It wasn't by accident that we found our wav to the Casino, after enjoving a
fine meal and evening's dancing, and from what 1 can gather most of us came
away with more loot than we went with.

Je left on Sunday at about 9.00a.m., but had a srot of trouble with Neil
Gove's TR3 when we found one of his carburetter jets made un, but got hack at
about 7.00p.m. Ve did exmect to get hack on omne tank of netrol, but we

all ran out just a short way from home. On mv calculations this gives

me a consumption of not much more than 30m.n.. vhich is a hit low. ‘tust
get down to the fine art of saving »etrol.

I might just mention that Jerrvy Lewin (TR3A) from Malelane, who verw much
wanted to come, unfortunately had to withdraw due to familv bereavement. e
were sorry vou could not make it this time Jerrv, hut hope we will see vou
at our next meet. ' )

It is gratifying to report that the Register is getting higger and ‘I can rerort
A :§§mmgmbgrs,(lﬁaIransvaalqz174&36&1; 3 Cane, '1 Losntho and consisting 7 TR2; - ..
11 TR3, 15 TR3A, 1 TR4 and 3.TR4:.) - Tt is obvious that there iz a need for -
. communication between fellow T2 owmers, and it i~ hoped that cabrina will
~ offectively cover the need. Unfortunately, the terrible tragady is that we
" will have to make a small charge to cover printing 2nd postal exvpenses: '
We have looked into this and have come un with a figure of R2 p.a. with a 50c
joining fee. The 2.50 (first vear) and R2.00 (from there on) will give
vou in return a windscreen sticker and 4 conies of Sabrina per anmnum. I
hone vou will all agree that this sum is small and that vou will be getting

value for money. Let me explain a little further.

In establishing the Register, e have decided (from a National noint of view)
that the Register is limited in what it can do. Put we feel that the
following functions can he covered: (a) To maintain the records of the TR
Register of S.A. (b) To organise National meetings (¢) to organise imported
spares, (d) to organise the ~roduction of small items locallwv, (e) to nroduce
4 Newsletters vearly and (f) circulate cories of the parent TR Register.
Newsletter. ' ' o g - : .

It was on this last point that I wrote to Alan Robinson, the secretarv of the
TR Register, pointing out that overseas Register members did not get the full
benefit of being members, and suggested that overseas groups  should be able
‘to affiliate with the nparent Register. In renlv, he stated that he could see
our point of view, and said that an overceas groun could "affiliate” by sending
- a sum of money li'timesvthe»ratewforhan individual memher (the eduivalent of.
~ £6.75), and in return the overseas grour would receive 2 conies of the parent
Newsletter, and would entitle all members of the overseas groun to all Club
Regalia (badges etc.), tesides being able to tale articles from the narent
Peoister Pewsletter (ith due setnovladgerent) for our own Mewsletter.
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We would have to send copies of Sabrina to him besvdea the names of the members
of the group together with details of their cars.

If you can understand all that you will see that Alan has given us an incredible
deal. After all, the only thing you are not entitled to do is to take part in

the organised events. 50 would vou rplease send your R2.50 remittance so that

we can get this thing organised.

From an organisational point of vie- it would be difficult for the Register

to organise local events. You may therefore consider forming local grouns and
operating along the lines adorted in the U.K. where all members of local groups
are members of the Register. Such grouns would keep in contact with the Register
by sending in articles and details of any meetings, past or future, for
publication.

For a nuaber of years, the Transvaal members have been fortunate enough to be
avble to take part in liistoric Car Racing at Kyalami, whilst in Natal we have had
one a year at Roy Hesketh. I'm not sure what arrangements have been made for
Kyalami during this year, but Natal enthusiasts have got 10 lap handicaps on
7th February, and at the Easter Races (17th April), Julv Races, Srring Races
(18th September), and Winter Races. I anvhodv is interested in entering anv of
these races; let me know and I'll organisc. Incidently, John Dobbins (P.O.

Box 74, Pietermaritzburg, 3200) has offered to accommodate anybodw from the

w Ancvaal wanting a place to i~ (exclusive to TR ovmers). John has got a
very nice dark B.R.G. TR3A.

Talking about racing and what have vou makes me think about the $.A. Grand
Prix scheduled for 6th March. T know a croud of guvs will be going ur from
here, in their TRs of course, so if vou want to meet us there, come along too.
i'nat better than a natter and noggin at a race cource. We will be travellins
either Thursdav or Fridav and returninz on the Sunday. See vou all there
folks!! Every cight!!

Coming now to spares, which is one of tkose areas we want to cover for Register
members, I want to try and find out what things people want, so that we can go
akead and order, or at least find out rrice and availability. The first area

I would mention is the area of rubbers - windscreen tops and hottom ruthers,
wiper mounting rubbers, rear light mounting rubbers, hinge rubbers, and other
areas might include wiver blades, escutcheans (those hinged chromium goodies
which vour T-piece spanner goes through to lak your snare wheel 1id on),; Dzus
- fasteners, and did somcone sav front tummers? T would. like some comments
_unon th1>, certalnlv in t“peL areas, sc-let us know vour rocuirements.

. Fr those of you contemﬂlatum rebuilding vour car, and are having difficultv
1n,gett1ng suitatle panels free of rust, very nice fibreglass ~anele are

-, available through Malcolm “right (P.0. Rox 47, Luinaardsvlei. 1743, Transvaal).

Panels available include front and rear wings, 3A front arron and (T think) bonnet,
and -rices for wings arc about R35. I have scen one of these front rings on
Malcolm’s car and it looks ruite good. And, of course, fibre -anels might be
considered for historic racers.

There are one or two TRs for sale locally. If anvhody i interested they are:

TR3A : Doug Retief, 8 Tvron Road, Pinetcwn, 3610 (Telf/726197 () ). This is
a geod example having heen reohuilt substantially bv Doue nver the rast
3 ~ 4 vears. It has heen res-raved vellow witl'n the last ycar and
‘has a Cr021cr built motor- and overdrive gearbox. Start argueing at’
_ about R1, 500 ‘ :

TR3A : Kees Vreedenhurgh, 93A Blair Athcll . Road, Westville, 3630. This car
is very original having the original turruoisz colour schems and red
upholstery, It even has a frent bumper.. Kees is asking RN,
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TR3A : Neil Holl

February 1576.

v, 22 21d Mill ¥ay, Durban HNorth, 4016 (835572 (M),

315861 (W) ). This car is nainted B.R.G., and is equipned

with hard
suspensio

TR3 : 1Izak Krige
214651 (W)
and has wi

top. Neil is asking about R90O, The front
n was recently rebuilt.

, 66 Henrietta Pcad, Norwood, Johanneshurg (7284473 (¥),
). This car is a L.H.D. model imported from Belgium,
re wheels and hardtor. ©Price negotiahle.

Looking through the Information Sheets it is cuite evident that a lot of

discrepancies are

being made over dating. Felow is a list showing

typical chassis numbers; and can b2 used as a guide to date vour car.

August 1953 T¢ 1 onwards

January 1954 TS 312

January 1955 TS 5200

September 1955 TS 8637 (TR3 series)

January 1956 TS 9670

January 1957 TS 15020

August 1957 TS 22014 (TR3A series)

January 1958 TS 25640

January 1953 o (Note: Information taken from
Januarv 1960 TS €513 piet Olvslacer's book
January 1961 TS 82040 ) A 106 -

on TR2/3/3A, 1962).

Comparing with Robson's book "The Storv of Triummh Sports Cars™; slieht
differences appear in numbers rroduced .

TR2 8628
TR3 16847
TR3A 58097

Looking throuzh t
Triumph TR3A.

scmebody must hav
3A apron. Oh we

Tetal TR

8628
25475 _
83572 (includes TR3R).

hat little lot gives me a big smile. M™Mv log book savs 1958
Eut mv chassis pumber is TS 19649 which males it a 1957 TR3 -
e crunched the original front .end and rerlaced it with the
11, we all live and learn. - '

It would aprear that ¢out* Afrlcan wwilt cars have the prefi x Ta8 in place of

TS together with
aprlv to the dates

Let's hope that 1

the number, but it mayv e that the date=s s“ovn above do "ot o

s of locallv assemi:led cars.

976 will bte a year of Re"vqter cxrane1on Eoth ln t“p 3reac,

of Sacial invelvement and rehuilding.

~ “Cee you all'at the Grand Prix,,

'GRAVWAM CHEETAM

/

H:B.‘LetterS‘and articles always welcome,

Membership remittances should be sent to :

G. Cheetham,

- 4 Highways,

farianhill Road.
PIMETOUN,
Yatal.

Cheques and P.0O.

's made payable to the "TR Register of S.A."



