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Hello Everyone
Merry Christmas to all of You, I hope tomorrow brings you much Joy and many Happy Celebrations with your
family.
Your December Sabrina is a combination of the 3rd quarter issue (September) and the 4th quarter issue
(December). Why? This is probably the question foremost on your minds. The answer is quite straightforward.
Time and priority. The last 6 months of this year have been a flurry of activity for me and my family. My
daughter Jennifer Sinclair (Triumph Nationals 2018 -Maselspoort Movie) married Russell Clarke (Protea
Ladies Cricket Biokinetisist) here at home on Flynnstone Farm and there was a mega amount of preparation
to do on the property, before the wedding planning could even begin. For those of you who have followed the
weather pattern for the country lately, will know that Pretoria had, had no rain since the 22nd April
(thereabouts) and the first summer rains only arrived in very late November. The temperatures were hitting
the 30’s and it was really hot and dry, dry, dry……..
The wedding was planned to be a late afternoon garden wedding with the sunset, and then into the evening,
with fairy lights spanned across our lawns from our house to the 1st row of pine trees in our garden (13meter
x 28 meter, span) So if you visualize a setting under the lights under the stars, it sounds wonderful.
Long story short, the wedding was on Saturday the 7th December, and on Wednesday the 4th of December
the heavens opened, the rain came and never stopped until the around the 14th December. We must have
had about 250mm in that short period. So the beautiful sunset garden wedding we had been planning for
almost a year, went out the window and drowned in the rain. We had to re-plan an entire wedding in 3 days,
for a hundred plus guests……………………….in the pouring rain………….
Below and after the Back Page are a few pictures of the wedding, which turned out to be the most beautiful
wedding ever. It was a huge success, and everyone absolutely loved it, rain and all.
Now for the important news. The Nationals are around the corner and included in this issue is a repeat of the
info you need for booking, accommodation, etc.
The BGM Notice and Agenda and other BGM related information is on page 16 through pg 18.
There is some interesting news in the centre reports and a couple of good articles sent in by René and Nols,
namely Scariest Moments and the TR6 Golden Anniversary, pgs 19 and 22 .
It wouldn’t be Christmas Holidays, without a Turkey, a fruit cake, and some mixed nuts………but enough about
my family……..I hope you and your families have a wonderful Christmas time together.

Cheers 4 Now…………..Helen
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SEPTEMBER SHINANIGANS
GRAHAM CHEETHAM MEMORIAL RUN
Forty six people from a mix of eager British Sports Car drivers from
the Veterans Car Club, MG Sports Car Club, Jaguar Drivers Club, Austin Healey Club and the Triumph Club attended our Annual Graham
Cheetham Memorial Run on Sunday the 18th of August 2019, a run
that refuses to die. It was a Quality Event, the participants loved it,
they loved the run itself of which the course had been plotted out by
Dave van Westhuizen; they loved the venue and they loved to come
and meet like-minded people and reminisce about Graham Cheetham, a man they had known and loved many years ago.
The meeting place to start the run was at Knowles Spar. By 0800hrs
most people arrived, 23 outside members and 23 Triumph Club
KZN members.
Although not the largest Graham Cheetham Run we had organised,
still a good turnout, considering some members have passed on, emigrated or are too old to partake in these outings any longer.
It was a misty day, which led to the charm and eeriness of the run
from Pinetown, up past Summerveld, the Horse Estate and ended up
in the Valley of a Thousand Hills with beautiful views over the farms,
the vales and hills below.
The Venue, Chanteclare Hotel is a sought after wedding venue with stone and thatched buildings set in a
picturesque indigenous garden in amongst small working farms. There was plenty of secure parking which
made an enticing display of the much loved cars.
The food was plentiful, although the coffee station sadly lacking. Triumph members Andy Le Roux and Phillip
de Kock quickly jumped in and set up a coffee station which was then sponsored by the Triumph Club.
The service was poor and much running around was done by our own members to try to speed up the service.
The participants didn't seem to care too much, they had lots to talk about and it seemed that they were quite
comfortable.
Phillip de Kock, our vice chairman welcomed the guests and spoke at length about Graham Cheetham as he
had personally known him for many years.
Many compliments were received from all and sundry on the run and the event itself, nobody seemed to complain other than our own organisers, not wanting to disappoint. Our Chairman, Dave van der Westhuizen received a number of messages complimenting and thanking the Triumph Club and organisers for a great day
out.
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SEPTEMBER SHINANIGANS contd……..
NOGGINS
Our noggins are well attended by anything from 20 - 28 members at a time.
The noggins are still held on a Tuesday evening, on the second Tuesday of the month at the German club. It
is a pleasant mid-week, mid-month evening out, I for one am always promised to be taken out for "Dinner at a
German Restaurant" wink wink. This past noggin held on the 13th of August 2019 was a bitter sweet noggin
with a visit from Brian and Linda Hansell from Margate, South Coast and a goodbye to Angelo and Shirley
Lambiris who have emigrated to Scotland. Sad to say goodbye to friends who are leaving South Africa for
greener pastures. They took with them their Triumph Spitfire which had originally belonged to Graham
Cheetham. Their hope in being able to sell it for a good sum to help their new life in Scotland along.

CARS UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Ron Harris is still working on his stunning new rare 6 cylinder Vitesse, to
get it into a reliable and roadworthy state. Brian Hansell is doing the
same on his Triumph Herald, possibly for Nationals 2020. Dave van der Westhuizen is still dreaming of working on his standstillinthegarage TR4A.
Debbie van der Westhuizen is still dreaming of driving HER TR4A, but never gets a chance due to all the travelling they have been doing of recent.

DECEMBER NEWS
I write to you with sad news as Brian and Linda Hansell, long time members of the Triumph Club lost their
beloved daughter on the 24th of November 2019. They had unfortunately to miss the KZN Prize giving as
they were called up to Johannesburg due to their daughter being critically ill and admitted in to hospital.
This last quarter has been running along quite nicely with quite a few guys working on their cars trying to get
them in good working order. Ron Harris has been working on his Vitesse by replacing the motor with a 2.5l
Chicane motor after not being able to source spares for the Vitesse Motor.
Jan Sporre has also been fixing up things gone a bit awry to his stunning TR7. Linda and Brian Hansell are
looking to sell their Triumph Herald and Val Bowden has sold her Triumph Spitfire Mark 3 to a Johannesburg
buyer so JHB Centre, you might be getting a new member.
Our Regional Prize giving was held on the 17th of November 2019 at the Chantecler Hotel, which despite
much trepidation due to poor service at the Graham Cheetham Run, was a great success with good food,
excellent service and a great spirit. Our members came away with 3 Golds, 3 Silvers and two Bronzes. Some
cars were much improved and Dave Lugg walked away with that award for his TR3a from a Bronze to a
Gold! Eileen Le Roux was given the Triumph Ladies Shield for the most contribution to the Triumph Club as a
non-committee member. Eileen dutifully stood in many times as temporary Secretary when our own Secretary, Charmaine Kerr was unable to. Eileen has stepped in on countless times to fill in for various little duties
and we as a committee and as a club are truly grateful for all the spare time and dedication she has given to
the club over the past couple of years. A well-deserved award!
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DECEMBER NEWS cont’d……
The KZN Prize giving

Dave Lugg—TR Status Cup
and Gold Medal

Ed Fox—John Liddelow
Cup

Eileen Le Roux—Ladies
Shield

Peter Roostee—Bronze
Medal

Rob Bliss TR3A—Trevor
Crozier Cup &
Silver Medal

Tony Gibbs—Bronze Medal

Jan Sporre—TR Shield

Dave Lugg— & Jan Sporre
Happy Winners

Unfortunately it looks like there won’t be many participants from the KZN region attending the Triumph
Nationals next year at Golden Gate. Too many of our members are going in different directions for different
reasons, some to relocate, and others because they have something else on. We are only expecting two
members to attend and most probably only one to enter Concourse. We wish Norman Bull and his Nationals
Committee everything of the best for this Nationals. It is a lovely area they have chosen and no doubt it will
be, as it always is, a great success.
We will have a number of committee members standing down in the new year which will be Dave van der
Westhuizen as Chairman, Debbie van der Westhuizen as Newsletter Editor, Andy Le Roux as Financial and
Registrar (although Andy has offered to remain as caretaker and look after the Finances and probably
Registrar from Howick in the Kwazulu-Natal Midlands, where he and Eileen will be relocating to). Trish
McDonald has resigned and will be standing down from her Regalia Duties. Rob Lilburn has also indicated
that he will be standing down as Events co-ordinator and Phillip de Kock wishes to stand down as Vice
Chairman.
The following members have indicated that they will be making themselves available for election as
committee members: Alistair Kerr, Peter Roostee, Gavin Mills, Linda Eaton. Phillip de Kock will make himself
available as caretaker and to help the transition of the new committee.
The 2018/2019 KZN Triumph Committee have had a successful and very enjoyable term as a committee
and Dave van der Westhuizen would like to thank our members for their tremendous support over the past
two years. Congratulations to all those worthy winners and Dave welcomes and thanks all those members
that have come forward to carry on the duties of this successful and wonderful club.
Warmest Regards and Best Christmas wishes— Deborah van der Westhuizen
NEWSLETTER EDITOR KZN AND SABRINA CONTRIBUTOR
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Centre Report : Garden Route
A mild winter with not much rain has meant that open top motoring has remained a possibility to be enjoyed
on the beautiful Garden Route. In July a meeting was held at a restaurant situated on the river at the
stunning Kaaiman’s pass- the lovely pass between George and Wilderness. As you drive by you would not
know that there is a restaurant far below except for the plume of chimney smoke that gives it away. Over a
congenial lunch it was decided that the Garden Route Centre will hold an event every second month and that
the organisation of the events will be rotated amongst the members. It was further decided that a Calendar
should be prepared for 2020 and this is now available on the Club website at : http://triumphclubsa.com/
index.php/garden-route-centre/
Our Spring run was organised by Heinz Koncki who, many will know, has now acquired a GT6 Mk3 which he is
renovating with his typical energy and attention to detail. The car is looking beautiful and currently Heinz is
fitting a 5 speed Ford gearbox. Our Spring run was held at a lovely country restaurant situated just over the
Outeniqua pass between George and Oudtshoorn on a warm and sunny Sunday. The special large pink gins
with locally crafted gin proved very popular.
Some of us will be attending the Graaff Reinet Motor Show and collectible fair to be held in the historic town
on 21 September which promises to be an enjoyable weekend. Since so few want to brave the distance, the
Garden Route Motor Club was invited to join us, making up 12 cars.
New member Dave Pohl farms in the Crags, which seems bent on becoming our Stellenbosch by the sea. The
climate makes it ideal for farming and there is a wine route where top class white wines and MCC sparkling
wines are available with suitable restaurants to match. Dave and his wife, Jane, farm asparagus, mango and
avocado pears. He owns a GT6 (ex Keith Kelly) and Spitfire Mk 4 ex Bettina Cartwright (nee Barr) both of
whom many will remember. We welcome them and hope that they will be able to join our events even though
they live quite far out.
This will be my last report as I am stepping down as Chairman and will call an AGM in October to elect a new
Committee and Chairman.
Cheers; Dennis
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FROM THE GARDEN CHAIR / UIT DIE TUINSTOEL—Nols Pienaar
GARDEN ROUTE TRIUMPH CLUB NEWS BULLETIN # 2: DECEMBER 2019
Dear fellow Garden Route club member
The year 2019 has less than two weeks left and soon it will be part of history. Good history, I may add, for the
group of Triumph club enthusiasts along the Garden Route because we can look back at a number of great
events very ably organised by Dennis and Heinz. In particular I think that our club's participation and
excellent display the Knysna motor show at the end of April is something to be proud of; well done and thank
you very much Dennis.

We have a number of exciting events lined up in the new year, so please diarise:
New Year Breakfast Run
We plan to kick off quite early in the new year with the run Dennis has organised for Sunday, 11 January
2020, when we will visit an interesting country restaurant and pub, Skotteljons in Hoekwil, near Wilderness.
We will meet at the public parking area on the banks of the Touw River in Wilderness at 09:45 and depart in
convoy from there. If you have not done so already, please inform Dennis if you will be attending because he
needs numbers for the booking. Please come in your Triumph, but if that is not possible, use the plastic, as
long as you guys are there.

George Old Car Show
As already mentioned in my first news bulletin last month, this annual event will take place on Saturday 8,
and Sunday 9 February at the PW Botha College grounds. I would be thrilled if we could have an excellent
and representative display of Triumphs at this great car event in order to showcase our club to the public. So
far the following club members have registered their Triumphs: Bram Janssen (Mayflower and TR7), Brian
Gibson (TR2), Jon Lewis (TR3A), Heinz Koncki (GT6 Mk3), Nols Pienaar (TR4A and TR6), Gordon Waring (Stag)
and John Meeks (Chicane). Fortunately Steve Williams plans to enter his Spitfire Mk3 otherwise we would
have been unrepresentative without a Spittie. Thanks guys!
We need a minimum of 10 cars registered under the name Garden Route Triumph Club in order to qualify for
an own space and place for a gazebo. A big thanks to Brian Gibson who sponsored a brand new gazebo for
the club. In the meantime I will get quotes for a suitable club banner to be suspended from the front of the
gazebo. It will really be great if we can have more than 10 Triumphs on display in order to make our presence
as a vibrant new classic car club known to the local motoring enthusiasts.
If you have not registered yet please do so at the Southern Cape Old Car Club's website at www.scocc.co.za
as soon as you can, and keep in mind that registrations close on 31 January 2020.

March Breakfast Run
I moved the breakfast run originally scheduled for 2 February 2020 on to Sunday, 1 March 2020, because it
was so close to the George Old Car Show. I received no objections to the date change mentioned in the
previous news bulletin, so the date will stand. Details of the nature of the event, as well as meeting place and
time will be given in a future news bulletin.
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TSCC of SA National Gathering
The biennial national Gathering of the Triumph Sports Car Club of SA will take place at Golden Gate National
Park from Friday, 1 to 4 May 2020. At this stage I am only aware of myself and Jon Lewis from our club who
will be attending. I wish to encourage more of our members to participate if possible. Those members not going to Golden Gate must please support the Knysna event that will take place during the same period.
Details of the bi-monthly events for the rest of the year will be given in future bulletins.

Personalia
Congratulations to Wendy Lewis who celebrated her '39th' birthday on 16 December (she does not look a day
older)!
Cathy and I wish to thank all our members and friends for their support during the past year and wish to take
the opportunity to wish you all a very happy and blessed Christmas in addition to a Triumphantly prosperous
new year!
Cheers vir eers,
Nols
Tel. 083 4683145: email: nols.pienaar@gmail.com
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SEPTEMBER REPORT:
Spring is in the air! But then again, here in Bloem it has been for quite some time. Our winter was very
mild and we did not experience the usual icy grip of a typical Free State winter! Speaking of pleasant
weather, our annual Cars in the Park definitely
benefited from that on 9 Aug 2019. Traditionally
this annual event on the automobile calendar is
marred by miserable weather: rain, frost and
gusty winds but this year it turned out to be a
windless and gloriously sunny day! Our Triumphs
joined in on the fun (and sun). Apart from the
Triumphs (obviously the starts of the show) there
were amongst others a couple of beautiful
Porche Speedsters, come vintage MGs, shiny old
Mercs and even a Ford Flamingo with its
interestingly shaped fiberglass body.
Our 2 year old son, Eben especially enjoyed the show and derived great pleasure in finding Mommy’s
‘geel kar’ amongst all the other on display.

We are all looking forward to the 2020 Nationals in
Golden Gate and we hope to see all of you there
(and your Triumphs of course).

Before I sign off, allow me to congratulate the newest members of our club: Renaldo and Ané Strydom
who tied the knot earlier this year. We wish you many
happy years and many sunny kilometers in your Spitty!

All the best from us here in Bloemfontein.
Walter Müller
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From Norman Bull
NATIONALS 2020
Time waits for no one.
It is only 7 months to go before we all enjoy our next National Gathering (01 May -05 May 2020)….to be held
at the Golden Gate, Clarens.
Accomodation is filling up fast, so we recommend you book your accommodation timeously.
Please refer to last issue of Sabrina for special price of accommodation, contact details, and registration
forms.
The Johannesburg Team is looking forward to your participation as we reminisce on the last event held at
Golden Gate, 32 years ago.

NOTE from the EDITOR
For ease of use I have added the 2020 Nationals supplement into this issue, so all of the info
you will need is here, minus the pretty pictures. Just continue scrolling down as you read this
newsletter and you will find everything you need.

Page 12

From Norman Bull
NATIONALS 2020
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From Norman Bull
NATIONALS 2020
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From Norman Bull
NATIONALS 2020
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Biennial General Meeting to be held on 2nd May 2020, at Clarens.

PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION.
The following proposed changes to the Constitution were circulated to members of the National Committee
on 2nd July 2019 who have agreed that they be put to the members of the Club at the BGM:

PROPOSAL NUMBER ONE: ABOLITION OF POSITION OF SPARES ADMINISTRATOR
It is PROPOSED THAT the position of Spares Administrator as an elected member of the National Committee
be abolished. As a result it is PROPOSED THAT the words: “….or spare parts held by the Club be
administered on its behalf” where they appear in the last sentence of the first paragraph of Clause 3.4,
“Rights of Members” be and they are hereby deleted.
Furthermore it is PROPOSED THAT the title of
“Spares
Administrator” be and it is hereby deleted from Clause 4.2, “National Committee”
Motivation:
Following the termination of the Spares Fund, and the cessation of the importation of spares,
the position of Spares Administrator has become redundant.

PROPOSAL NUMBER TWO: CREATION OF THE POSITION OF SECRETARY.
It is PROPOSED THAT the position of Secretary be approved and that Clause 4.2, “National Committee” be
and it is hereby amended by the insertion of the word “Secretary” as a member of the National Committee.
Motivation:
For the past decade or so, René de Villiers fulfilled general secretarial functions of preparing
for the BGM, and of generally overseeing matters of a constitutional compliance nature in the Club, under
the assumed, unofficial title of “meetings secretary”. At the same time he also fulfilled the function of
SAMCA Representative, an elective position on the National Committee. It is feasible that these two
positions may be filled by separate individual Club members, and it is prudent that the two roles be split to
cater for this eventuality.
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Proposal to be tabled at the Biennial General Meeting to be held on 2nd May 2020 at
Clarens.
LONG SERVICE AWARDS
Proposal:
I propose that the Club formally recognise long serving members by way of special badges awarded at ten
year intervals of uninterrupted membership at National level namely: 20 years; 30 years; 40 years and 50
years. These dates will be known as benchmark dates for each individual Club member. In order to save
on costs I propose that retrospective awards not be made, in other words, if a Club member qualifies for a
forty year award that he/she not be given a thirty year award as well. I also propose that if, at the time the
award system is introduced, a Club member is within two years of the next benchmark date award that he/
she waits until the next National Gathering.
In order to simplify administration, I propose that qualifying Club members put their names forward for the
applicable awards together with corroborating proof of uninterrupted membership from at least two fellow
Club members in good standing. The Club reserves the right to conduct an audit of Club membership.
The design of the award is open for debate. One possible design is to have a magnetised name tag of approximately 15mm x 40mm. In addition to the Club’s shield/coat of arms, the nameplate will feature the
person’s name and the number of years service in question. Badges such as these currently cost about
R150,00 each, but no doubt volume discounts can be negotiated.

Motivation:
As a Club we do not have a system in place to reward all members for their dedication to the Club and I
think it is high time that we correct this matter. Additionally, Club members with uninterrupted long service
tend to be those who make a substantial contribution to the Club: they do not just sit around and do nothing. It is high time that such contributions ne rewarded. By using time (as measured in years) as a yardstick
all subjectivity is removed from the issue. Furthermore, it does not rely on some person lobbying for someone else for some sort of award.
Proposed by:

René de Villiers, Johannesburg Regional Centre, November 2019.
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What was your scariest moment ever? Or, if you have not actually had one, what would you imagine your
scariest moment would be? I am not talking about that time when you were ten years old and after listening
to ghost stories around the camp fire you saw a shadow, or what you thought was a ghost, and you nearly, or
actually, wet yourself. I am talking about grown-up scariest moments.
Up there in the top three will probably be getting caught in flagrante with your secretary. Don’t ask. Also in
the top triumverate will probably be to find yourself on the wrong end of a gun. Ask me and I will tell you
about the time I looked up the barrel of a 9mm in a non-hijack situation. Man, the guy was serious and it was
only because I had kissed the Blarney Stone that I could talk him out of it.
Without a doubt the first prize for the scariest moment for me was the day when the TR3 suddenly,
unexpectedly, without warning, and as it turned out, inexplicably had no brakes. And this was not just any old
moment. The world went into slow-motion and the moment lasted, and lasted and lingered for easily an eon
in inter-stellar, evolutionary time. This is what happened.
After a glorious day in the sun at the Walkerville show grounds where I had exhibited the TR3, and where I
told anyone who was willing to stand still long enough about what fantastic cars side screen TR’s are, I
prepared to go home. As I turned on to the road which a bit further along becomes the M1 North there was a
loudish “clack” sound from the back of the car. No matter, I thought, it is not too far to Mondeor where I can
check it out. The trusty old TR3 trundled along as always. I caught the Zwartkoppies road robot on green.
Ditto, the Gordon Road access to Kibler Park. Up the hill past the quarry and Eagle’s Nest. No problem, all
according to plan. Slip off left just before South Gate to make a right hand into Columbine Avenue. For the
first time since leaving Walkerville I had to brake. But, nice and gentle-like, because I was in no hurry. What
is this??!! Funny noises from the back and the car won’t stop. Heavy traffic, but I manage to make a right
into Columbine, luckily on level ground. And this was where I made my first mistake of three. Then and
there, I should have put the car in first and crawled my way home at less than walking pace, and to blazes
with the traffic build-up behind me. But, no. He is a clever boykie. Ease into second and cruise down the
Columbine Avenue hill into Mondeor. From here on it is all downhill. And, of course, I can always rely on the
good old trusty hand brake. Not so. The hand brake lever comes right back, as limp as a hose pipe that has
been lying in the sun all day. And, without sinchro on first there is no way you can now get into low gear – unless you want to strip the ‘box. I have to get off this four-lane through way. Luckily there is a gap in the traffic,
and I manage a right turn into normal suburban streets. But everything is still downhill. Don’t panic: at the
stop street (for me) I must just make one last right hand turn after which there is a slight up hill and then
level ground. I have taken said corner a thousand times and there is never any traffic. Until today. Today
there are cars from the right, and the left plus an oncoming car on the other side of the intersection. The
Noord Street taxi rank in down-town Johannesburg is a quiet back water by comparison. And, there is no way
I can stop, trundling along in second. The brake pedal is flopping on the floor board (pumping it vigorously
did not help) and the hand brake has gone from a piece of hot hose pipe to a piece of rope. And this was
that scariest of scary moments. What to do to avoid a multi-car pile-up? Time slows down. Proof positive that
men can multi-task: All at the same time, I wave, I climb on the hooter, and I take evasive action by way of a
sharp left turn in front of the oncoming car from the right. Which car misses me by a hair’s breadth. Fortunately there is a slight up hill, and the TR3 stalls. Only now do I put it in first and crawl home. And this is
where I made my second mistake.
Instead of clearing my workshop garage at the top of the driveway, crawl up hill and park where I can work on
the car, I decided to crawl into the bottom garage, stall the car and chock it with bricks behind all four
wheels. Once the dust had settled a few days later, and I could begin to think straight - or so I thought- I decided to move the car to the top garage after all where I could examine the cause of the brake failure. And
this is where I made my third mistake. Take note: four sturdy lads collected from the labour pool at the nearPage 19

Instead of clearing my workshop garage at the top of the driveway, crawl up hill and park where I can work on
the car, I decided to crawl into the bottom garage, stall the car and chock it with bricks behind all four
wheels. Once the dust had settled a few days later, and I could begin to think straight - or so I thought- I
decided to move the car to the top garage after all where I could examine the cause of the brake failure. And
this is where I made my third mistake. Take note: four sturdy lads collected from the labour pool at the
nearest robot do not/cannot/will not hold back a TR3 on a slight incline. The moment the car started rolling,
they let go as one man, the result being a crumpled right rear fender. (see photo).

So, what caused the brakes to fail? The post-mortem showed that the immediate cause was the complete
disintegration of both top and bottom brake shoe linings at the right rear. Instead of some eight millimetres
of two healthy, dry brake linings there was a black jelly-like mess with bits of brake lining in it lying in the
bottom of the brake drum. (see photo).

There was no visible leak of brake fluid at the slave cylinder (I have been using silicone fluid for years) nor
had the level in the master cylinder dropped markedly. So, it is a mystery. As a preventative measure, I now
check the rear brake linings every now and then, because without them, and given the single brake circuit of
a TR3, you have no brakes at all. Nothing, zilch, nada.
I think back to those care free days going down Van Reenen’s pass without a second thought, or whipping
along the Ben Schoeman to Pretoria and back. Things are different now. Driving the TR3 just is not fun
anymore.
René de Villiers.

- September 2019.
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Having just read René’s scariest moment story myself, I am prompted to recall our own Triumphant scariest
moment, from “back in those care free days going down Van Reenan’s pass without a second thought”………
Bill and I were on the “Durban Dash” run that was organised by the late Hugh Anderson, back in the mid
‘90’s. At this particular point along the run we were having a “blast” going down Van Reenan’s pass at
100mph…………..winding, winding, and freewheeling down the last bit of the pass, to where it levels off to a
“thank goodness” pretty straight smooth road towards Ladysmith. Bill still commented; “Wow the Stag can
really do 100mph winding down a mountain pass and not miss a beat.” My face at this stage is ever so
slightly pale, speed is one thing, speeding down a mountain pass is quite another, as I continue to try and
look composed and calm, I turn and glance out of my passenger window. I then see a tyre flying past us on
my left at great speed. I say to Bill; “look some poor person has just lost their car’s tyre, they must have had
an accident further back.”
As the tyre continues flying past us, it veers in front of us and across to the other side of the road and
disappears into the far distance in front of us on the right hand side of the road. During that brief moment
when it crossed in front of us, we saw that it was not just a tyre, but a big chunk of axle was still attached to
either side of a WHEEL!!!
At this point I look at Bill and he is now bleaker than white. He says to me in an uncannily shaky voice,
“um…… that’s ……..our…….wheel” at which point the Stag starts to dip on the left rear, and horrible gravelly,
scraping, scratching, tearing noises are heard, and the car fills with dust and gravel and stuff………..
It seems to take forever for the car to come to a stop……..as Bill recalls later, his expert driving skills kept the
car going straight along, because he never hit the brakes. Truth be told….the first thing he did was hit the
brakes, but with no wheel, hub, or axle, the brake fluid just squirted out. So we ended up with a three
wheeled Triumph Stag at the bottom of Van Reenan’s pass, with no prospects of travelling any further……..
to be continued………………..
Helen Flynn - excerpt from my travel diary—”Moments in Time”

This picture shows the only part of the
Triumph Stag that made it to the “Durban
Dash” prize giving event at the end of the 3
day event.
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This year marks 50 years since the Triumph TR6 first appeared. Launched in January 1969, this sought-after
TR quickly earned the name of Triumph's 'hairy-chested' sports car due to its magnificent performance,
handsome masculine looks and great exhaust sound.

The 1994 local silver jubilee event
While still resident in Pretoria way back in 1994, I woke up one morning in late September and with a shock
realized that the year will soon be over without us TR6 aficionados doing anything to celebrate the car's silver
anniversary. My objective was to assemble at least 25 TR6s to mark the occasion. It was easier said than
done. Mobilizing the six or seven cars among the Pretoria members was no big deal but doing the same
among our compatriots in Jo'burg with substantially more cars, required a bit extra effort. Far short of the target initially, I managed a few more Sixes from our KZN TSCC members and then embarked on a search for
non-club, as well as past club members who owned TR6s, to make up the shortfall. By November I had just
enough cars promised to meet the objective.
Since the Pretoria TSCC enjoyed an excellent relationship with the Air Force Museum at AFB Swartkop, the
OC arranged permission for us to use the huge tarmac space below the control tower for a display and photo
session in December 1994. My friend, Gino Casieri, enthusiastically threw in his weight and worked out a
huge figure '25' for the Sixes to be parked in, as well as a circle around it for all the other Triumph sports cars
we invited to support the TR6 party. The photo below was taken from the top of the control tower and shows
27 TR6's parked in formation surrounded by 28 other TRs, 6 Spitfires and a lone GT6. I am sure that at this
occasion we managed to assemble the largest number of TR6's in one spot in South Africa to date. Is someone out there prepared to perhaps do a similar commemorative event for 50 years of our beloved Sixes this
year?
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Because it has now become impossible for me to even attempt a similar celebratory event and with so little
time left, I shall this time attempt to pay tribute to the iconic TR6 by means of this short little, if not sketchy,
contribution in Sabrina.
Origin of the TR6
Much of what I am saying here is already well known among our readers and therefore will be short and
sweet. By the time that the TR4A reached the end of production by August 1967 plans were already in place
for a newly designed successor TR. Giovanni Michelotti, the designer of the TR4/4A (in production from
1962), at the time had a full order book so the brief for a redesigned body on the TR4A chassis was given to
Karmann, the well-know German styling firm. Because very little time was allowed for a full new design and
development, in addition to strict cost-saving prescriptions in terms of retooling, radical changes were out of
the question. In September 1967 Triumph fitted their powerful 2.5 litre fuel injected 6 cylinder engine to the
TR4A body and chassis and launched it as the TR5 (TR250 without fuel injection in the USA) while they were
waiting for the new design which was to appear only 15 months later. With the new engine as well as the
proven chassis and suspension already available in the shape of the TR5/TR250, the very first production
units of the TR6 were rolling off the production line at Canley in Coventry, as early as November/ December
1968.
In order to keep expensive retooling at bay, the repackaging of the Michelotti TR4/5 into the Karmann TR6 at
minimal cost was a huge success. In essence the centre section and inside structures of the body were kept
intact but the new squared off, almost angular look to the front and rear of the TR6 was the kind of update
that resulted in a very handsome if not brutal looking kind of sports car. This entailed a new bonnet, boot lid,
bumpers, grille and fenders while the interior and cockpit, in addition to the windscreen did not change
much. An optional solid single piece removable hard top was also designed to replace the TR4/5's Surrey
top consisting of a fixed rear screen with a small removable steel section fitting between the front and rear
screens.
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Variations on a TR6 theme
At first the TR6 was available with the TR5's 112 kW (150 bhp at 5700 rpm) Lucas fuel injected engine in
the UK and the rest of Europe, while the alternative yet less powerful engine version was carried over from
the TR250 for the American market. Breathing through twin Stromberg 175 CD carburetors, the US market
equivalent produced a comparatively modest 83 kW (105 bhp at 4500 rpm). Both versions were launched in
January 1969 and remained in production up to the end of 1972. These cars and can be identified by the
commission number and engine number prefixes of 'CP' (fuel injection) and 'CC' (carburetor American
version) respectively.
Due to a relatively hot camshaft in the CP version, top end power was prominent, while the American version's engine power delivery on the other hand was less peaky and rather tame in terms of performance
vis-a-vis the fuel injected version. Top speed for the CP version was measured at 120 mph (194 km/h) while
the CC cars managed 109 mph (175 km/h). Best acceleration time for the CP from 0 - 60 mph was 8.2
secs. while the CC version achieved only 10.7. By today's standards such sports car performance figures are
not that great but 50 years ago it was quite something! By way of comparison the Mercedes-Benz 280 SL at
the time managed 115 mph and 10.9 secs. respectively, while in terms of price it was more than three times
more expensive than the TR6.
Optional extras on the CP as well as CC versions included wire wheels, a steel hard top and the Laycock
A-type overdrive that in fact allowed seven forward speed ratios. However, contrary to what many may
believe, far more left hand drive CC version TR6s were produced (see table 1 below) Reason? America was
the main market absorbing more than 80 percent of the entire TR6 production!
For the 1973 model year onwards the fuel injection and camshaft timing were recalibrated resulting in less
powerful engines, ostensibly in pursuit of new emission control requirements. While power output was
reduced by no less than 17 bhp (13 kW) the torque output remained largely the same while allowing a better
spread, especially at lower rpm. These newly recalibrated or 'detuned' cars produced from 1973 to 1975,
are identified by commission and engine number prefixes 'CR'. In addition to engine modifications, Laycock
overdrive became standard on CR cars by means of the newer J-type version allowing six forward gear ratios.
Small trim changes to the front grille, fresh air intake, interior trim and headrests for the seats, in addition to
a front spoiler, are some of additional changes to the CR cars. Cars destined for the other side of the Atlantic
received similar modifications but remained in production a little longer up to 1976. Their distinguishing
identification is 'CF'. Towards the end in 1975/76 these cars were even further detuned as a result of extra
emission control gadgets resulting in an even greater drop in performance. By the time that production of the
TR6 ( the very last separate chassis TR) ceased, the TR7 was already on sale in the USA, resulting in the potential buyer having a choice between the old and the new on the same sales floor.
TABLE 1: TR6 PRODUCTION FIGURES
TYPE

Production Years

Petrol injection

Carburetor

% of Total

CP

1969-1972

9860

--

20,0

CC

1969-1972

--

39378

80,0

CR

1973-1975

4052

--

10,5

CF

1973-1976

--

38560

89,5

13 912 (15,1%)

77 938 (84,9%)

100,00

Total Per Type
TOTAL ALL

91 850

100,00
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When TR6 production finally ceased in July 1976 the total production figure of 91 850 units was the best for
any Triumph TR up to that stage. This figure was only surpassed by the TR7 in October 1981.
TR6s in South Africa
I do not know exactly how many TR6s are in South Africa. Looking at the South African Triumph Register
however, I see that I only managed to record the details of 77 cars over the 19 year period as registrar since
2000.
TABLE 2: TR6s RECORDED IN THE SA REGISTER
TYPE

NUMBER

PERCENTAGE

CP

37

48,0

CC

8

10,4

CR

29

37,7

CF

3

3,9

TOTAL

77

100,0

Bearing in mind that we drive on the left of the road in South Africa, it is not surprising that 85 percent of the
cars found locally are right hand drive fuel injected models. Secondly, in line with the CP cars accounting for
the largest of the two PI engine production runs, it is almost a given that this version, rather than the CR, is
also the most numerous recorded locally.
The first CP commission number in complete production in Coventry, UK, is CP25146 while the lowest number in our register is CP26094-O, the only car from the 1969 model year recorded locally. While the first fully
built-up model for the 1973 model year, according to records, carries commission number CR169, I am rather baffled to find CR0057 as the lowest number recorded in our local CR register. CR 001 to CR168 are
believed to be CKD cars. No TR6 was ever built or assembled locally, hence my disbelief!
Interestingly, a few left hand drive cars, mainly of the earlier CC variety originally destined for the USA, made
their way to South Africa. These, together with even more fuel-injected rhd models, were most probably
brought with by immigrants during the seventies. While the TR6 was not listed among new cars for sale locally, I know that it was possible to acquire one as a special import through the local Leykor and later Leyland
SA dealerships. In the early seventies a friend of mine in Port Elizabeth, way back in 1972 wanting to order
one, got quoted R7000 for one to be landed locally, but the huge price tag for the time caused him to change
his mind very quickly. It incidentally was the same price as a top of the range Mercedes Benz 280SE then.
5
It has come to my attention that very many of the cars accessed in our register earlier have subsequently left
our shores, mainly to the UK, Australia and even New Zealand as right hand drive recipient countries. At least
one CC is known to have gone to Canada while one of the three listed CF cars now lives in Germany.
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In closing
Many TR6 owners can tell us about to their joys, but also about woes caused by the Lucas fuel injection system. To make matters worse, very few mechanics trained to maintain or repair the system, if any, are left in
our country. For that reason the fuel injection system is perhaps the part of the car most prone to be modified. These range from changing the Lucas fuel pump for a Bosch unit, while fitting twin SU carburetors and
inlet manifold from a Chicane has become a relatively easy option. Those who wished to preserve the performance have taken the triple Weber side-draught route with excellent effect.

Our own TR6, dubbed 'The Welshman', we bought from the first owner in 1978, a medical doctor from
Swansea in Wales who brought the car with to South Africa aboard the Windsor Castle in 1975, is fortunately
still very original and still using the standard Lucas fuel pump. Having said that, I must admit getting the engine started after being out of use for some time, remains a challenge. However, after eventually getting it
fired up and running smoothly, all hassles get forgiven and forgotten once the car goes through its paces
along a winding road along the coast with the hood down as that glorious exhaust note and beat follows the
car's smooth yet brawny acceleration.
To launch a 'modern' sports car still built on a very old style separate chassis for the seventies was unusual
and outdated, so much so that it was referred to as a Triumph's 'rapid dinosaur' by some commentators at
the time of its launch. However, let us salute, enjoy and treasure our TR6s, and hang on to them for as long
as we can. They don't make those classic old school sources of magic motoring pleasure any longer. Viva the
TR6!!
Nols Pienaar, Hartenbos, September 2019
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Dear Helen,
my name is Dan, I am a Triumph-Enthusiast from Germany.
My family collects Triumph-Stuff and cars for over 40 years
now.
-I am going to SA /Capetown in December for a holiday, so I checked out on the local scene. I
really like your club’s activities and the newsletter! -Now if I may, I would like to correct you on the
photo shown on top of your newsletter “Sabrina”. This is only a lookalike engine based on an AlfaRomeo twincam unit (together with a replica Le Mans TR3). Enclosed in my mail you will find to
photos of the original engine, a shot of me and my TR3 as well as an article about showgirl and
actress “Sabrina” so that you can update that information too, if you like…
http://sweatergirlsociety.yolasite.com/sabrina.php
Warm regards from Berlin,

Dan von Appen
Unternehmenskommunikation

From: John Austin-Williams (Home) <john@austinwilliams.co.za>
Sent: 23 October 2019 07:57
To: Roger Bull <roger@bullbiz.co.za>; normanb0147@gmail.com <normanb0147@gmail.com>; John Crowther
<johncr@hotmail.co.za>; Alan Grant <grantfam@wizz.co.za>; John Austin-Williams (Home) <john@austinwilliams.co.za>
Subject: Triumph Sports Car Club National Gathering 2020
Dear Roger,
John “Jaws” Austin-Williams here, TSCC member, Johannesburg. I’ve offered to put together a slide/video presentation to be shown
at the 2020 National Gathering. I am therefore looking for any “Triumph” related material in the form of: Film/video clips taken at
past national gatherings. Photographs taken at past national gatherings. Digitized images of any Triumph ephemera, period brochures, magazine adverts et cetera. (See attached examples). Also any period film/video or newspaper articles that people can find
on the internet, they can download images and send them to me or send relevant links e.g. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=W02Qenykofw .Invite folks to make suggestions for or submit any interesting entertaining Triumph related material.
I am hoping you can put out an APB in the next issue of SABRINA, and subsequent issues leading up to the 2020 gathering.
Any presentation will only be as good as the material received so please stress the importance of folk digging in their attics and
shoeboxes to find “stuff”. Cut off date for material must be no later that end of January 2020, that gives people 3 months to unearth
material and my daughter and I three months to piece something together. Folks can get film/video, photos and Triumph period paper adverts/brochures et cetera digitized at their local camera/copy shop, all major towns have such facilities. All digitized images/
material must be in the form of jpeg or png files, highest resolution possible. If files are too big to e-mail then they can be uploaded
to dropbox, or whatever similar system, and the link e-mailed to me.
Or courier memory sticks/CDs to: John Austin-Williams, c/o Afrihost, 376 Rivonia Boulevard, Sandton, 2191
Cell 0834597802
Should folk not be able to afford the costs of transferring/digitizing material then I am sure the Joburg branch would consider sponsoring/reimbursing people.
All for now.
Kind regards,
Jaws
John Austin-Williams , Chairman: South African Airways Museum Society www.saamuseum.co.za , 0834597802

