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Chairman’s Chat
I am so elated to say that 2021 is just about over. I have no doubt that there will be many sighs of relief
at midnight on the 31st of December, happy to give another year a chance. As negative as this may
sound, it is unfortunately the hard truth. We learnt that no matter how careful we were the enemy had a
way of finding us. So many of us have experienced many challenges both Healthwise and otherwise
during 2021. The effects of this pandemic have been devastating. So many loved ones have
succumbed to the virus. I know that there are many of our members who have had a challenging year.
For many of us there have been more pressing subjects than our Triumphs and our Triumph Club on
our minds.
On a more positive note, our challenge now is to give more focus to our Triumph Club and our beloved
Triumphs. Let us all pick up where we left off and rebuild relationships that have suffered because of
isolation and ill health. Our centres are again becoming active by having noggins and even Christmas
gatherings as witnessed on face book with Pretoria having a “cracker” Christmas party. This is most
encouraging as long as we do it responsibly.
Next year,2022 is, as you will all know, a Nationals year. The Johannesburg Centre, under the
chairmanship of Norman Bull, will be hosting us at the beautiful Golden Gate National park. I have no
doubt that Norman will be updating us and bringing us up to speed on the subject in the coming weeks
Christmas is a time of giving, receiving and rejoicing. Let’s not forget the true meaning of Christmas.
Sue and I wish you and your families a truly blessed Christmas and a wonderful 2022.
Winston Churchill said “Success is not final, failure is not fatal, it is the courage to continue that counts”.

May God Bless you all.
Geoff
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Hello Everyone
This December 2021 issue is brief, with some formalities and a bit of regional news.
The Chairman’s Chat appears on page 3, and René has re-submitted the Agenda for the BGM (page 5)
which forms part of our National Gathering 2022 to (hopefully) be held next year.
In these trying times it is important to remain positive, which I think for some is proving more difficult
than anticipated. Nevertheless we must keep hope alive, and ready ourselves for some fun ahead at
the next Nationals, when we can hopefully meet and greet one another in person.
If another wave should come crashing down on us and bury our faces deep in the sand, we may well
have to resort to having the BGM via Zoom.

Before the doom and gloom and zoom, get me further down, go to page 11 and see what the Pretoria
club did for their Christmas Lunch. The event was put on Facebook —Pretoria Triumph Sports Car Club,
by our Social Media Man—Eddie Gurnell………….Merry Christmas to one and all. Xxxxxxxx Helen.

Pretoria Club’s Triumph Mini Christmas Lunch!
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Dear Triumph Club Member, The wu-flu pandemic continues to play havoc with our lives with the latest
variant being the “omigod” variant. Whilst the (largely incompetent) powers that be play around with
dates and waves and statistics us humble folks soldier on as best we can. Hopefully our much delayed
National Gathering will take place in 2022, and with this in mind, herewith a reminder of our intended
BGM. We all hope to see each other then. In the meantime I wish you a Merry 2021 Christmas. Regards.
René de Villiers.
TRIUMPH SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN OF THE 22 nd BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CLUB, INITIALLY
SCHEDULED TO BE HELD IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM, GOLDEN GATE NATIONAL PARK, CLARENS
ON SATURDAY 2nd MAY 2020 AT 16:00, BUT NOW POSTPONED TO BE HELD SOMETIME BETWEEN 23 RD
AND 27TH APRIL 2021.
AND NOW AGAIN POSTPONED TO SOMETIME BETWEEN 28th APRIL AND 2nd MAY 2022 AT THE SAME
VENUE.
AGENDA

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES/ATTENDANCE REGISTER/OBITUARIES
2. MINUTES OF THE 21st BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING HELD IN THE AUDITORIUM, MASELSPOORT
RESORT, BLOEMFONTEIN, ON SATURDAY 28 th APRIL 2018. (Published in Sabrina, June 2018)
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.
4. PRESIDENT’S REPORT: To be tabled.
5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: To be tabled.
6. REGISTRAR’S REPORT: To be tabled.
7. REPORT: For the years ending 31 st December 2018 and 31st December 2019. To be tabled.
8. EDITOR OF SABRINA REPORT : to be tabled.
9. SPARES FUND : A report on the termination of the Spares Fund was published in the
December 2018 issue of Sabrina.
10. GRAHAM CHEETHAM FUND: Report to be tabled.
11. SAMCA REPORT: To be tabled.
12. CONSTITUTION: Amendments proposed by the National Committee, per attached.
(i) Deletion of reference to Spares Fund/Spares Fund Administrator.
(ii) Club Secretary: Position created as a member of National Committee.
13. GENERAL
(i) Club Insurance Scheme. Report to be tabled.
(ii) Long service awards. Proposal attached.
(iii) Hosting of National Gatherings. Discussion.
(iv) National Gathering 2022/2023
(v) Honorary membership: Election of Honorary Member.
14. ELECTION OF NATIONAL PRESIDENT (for a four year term)
15. ELECTION OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS. (National President takes the Chair for this).
National Chairman; National Registrar; Sabrina Editor; National Treasurer; SAMCA Representative; Club
Secretary (if the Constitution is changed per para.12 above).
16. CLOSURE

Notes:

1. Club members who cannot attend the meeting may appoint a proxy in writing. Proxies should be
handed to the Chairman before the meeting.
2. Nominations for the National President and members of the National Committee should be submitted
to the Chairman in good time before the meeting.
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REGISTRAR'S REPORT: DECEMBER 2021
My previous report for Sabrina was compiled in March 2020, some nineteen months ago. During this
period I managed to access the details of only 20 Triumphs not previously listed. This is a very modest
increase in comparison to the 44 new entries in the period June 2018 to June 2019.

The small increase is mainly on the TR side (10 cars) with no less than 6 in the TR6 category! An
analysis of the TR6 register reveals that the early right hand drive versions with fuel injection (CP series)
built from 1969 to 1972 predominate with 39 units (47%), followed by the later CR series (1973 to 1975)
fuel injected right hand drive cars on 29 units (35%). The early left hand drive versions equipped with
Stromberg carburetors built for the North American market (CC series) built from 1969 to 1972 are also
represented with no less than 12 cars (14%). The very last TR6 versions for the American market (CF
series, 1973 to 1976) with carburetors have merely 3 cars recorded in our register. What is significant is
that these cars were built at Canley and marketed in the United States at a time when the TR7 had
already gone on sale in that part of the world. The CF TR6's are the very last TR to be built on a
separate chassis as late as 1976.
The remaining increase among the TRs are accounted for by 1 unit each for the TR2, TR3 and TR3A
Side Screen variants, as well as surprisingly, only 1 TR7. With a total of 171 cars the TR7 is by far the
best represented of all the TRs and that is why I find it strange to have such a modest increase of only 1
Wedge this time. While we note a growth of only 4 Spitfires, the increase of 3 in the Spitfire Mk3
category comes as no surprise because the 184 Mk 3s account for nearly 50% of all Spitties in the
register. What is a surprise however, are 3 new additions to the GT6 ranks because these lovely sporty
coupes stood still at a total of 38 cars for a very long time.
An outline of the number of Triumphs currently in our register appears in the table below. Please note
that this table is not comprehensive in that it does not distinguish between model variations in all cases.
There are, as indicated above, for example 4 variations each within the TR6 and the TR7 ranks as
well as the Triumph Heralds. Neither does it distinguish between Triumph 2000 Mk1 and 2, or Chicane
Mk1 and Mk2 respectively. All TR6 and TR7 are grouped together and so are the Heralds, Vitesses,
Stags, Triumph Roadsters and saloons, without a breakdown showing the model variations, and so
forth. A more comprehensive yet cumbersome table will simply take up too much space. And oh yes,
before I forget, there is the one and only known Triumph Italia in South Africa that is not yet listed
because I am currently waiting for commission and engine number details. For those who may not be
familiar with the car, only 329 units of this beautiful and very rare car are known to have been built on
the TR3 chassis and drive train between 1959 and 1962. Designed by the Italian maestro Giovanni
Michelotti this beauty was built by the equally famous Alfredo Vignale of Turin, Italy.

Christmas 2021
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REGISTRAR'S REPORT: DECEMBER 2021 cont’d
Triumph Model

March 2020

December 2021 Increase

Group Total

TR2

49

50

1

TR3

94

95

1

TR3A

101

102

1

TR4

23

23

-

TR4A

36

36

-

TR5

13

13

-

TR6

77

83

6

TR7

170

171

1

TR8

6

6

-

SPITFIRE MK1

89

90

1

SPITFIRE MK2

62

62

-

SPITFIRE MK3

181

184

3

SPITFIRE MK4

28

28

-

SPITFIRE 1500

10

10

-

GT6 MK1

17

19

2

GT6 MK2

5

5

-

GT6 MK3

16

17

1

HERALD ALL

45

46

1

VITESSE ALL

10

10

-

HERALD & VITESSE: 56

STAG MK1 & 2

31

32

1

STAG: 32

2000 MK1 & 2

49

49

-

2500 PI

9

9

-

CHICANE MK1 & 2

78

79

1

TRIUMPH 1300 & 1500

10

10

-

DOLOMITE

2

2

-

TOLEDO

1

1

-

MAYFLOWER

2

2

-

ROADSTER 1800 & 2000 15

15

-

TOWN & COUNTRY

2

2

-

SUPER 7

3

3

-

TOTAL ALL TRIUMPHS

1234

1254

20

TOTAL TR: 579

TOTAL SPITFIRE: 374

TOTAL GT6: 41

6 CYL SALOON TOTAL: 137

4 CYL SALOON TOTAL: 13

OLDIES TOTAL: 22
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REGISTRAR'S REPORT: DECEMBER 2021 cont’d
I plan to table a new registrar's report at the national gathering in April / May 2022, Covid restrictions
and lockdowns permitting of course. However, I do not expect any dramatic changes/increases in
terms of car details in comparison to this report. Based on past experience I know it is almost a lost
cause to expect our members to report car ownership changes to the
registrar with a fair bit of enthusiasm on their part, but I nevertheless continue to hope that our members
will help to keep our register up to date. I must however thank the likes of John Dobbins, Bill Sales and
Ed Gurnell who regularly support the maintenance of our register by submitting new car news and
ownership changes.

After a period of more than 21 years I have to be realistic and accept that I cannot carry on with this job
for ever. I will therefore be very happy if a younger and more energetic if not more innovative club
member would be prepared to take over. Think about it guys!
Nols
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CAPE TOWN News
Taken from: WHALE TALES—The Cape Town Triumph Newsletter
CHAIRMAN’S CHAT—Gerhard Vorster

Most of the classic car clubs are losing members and are struggling to get participation in their events,
so in my opinion, it may be necessary to combine events with more than one club. I am happy with the
renovations made at our clubhouse and enjoyed the recent technical event that was arranged by them.
There were many classic car clubs represented and the evening was a huge success. Same can be
said about the annual British Sports Car Tour that is organized by us. We get participation from Jaguar,
MG, Sunbeam, Morgan, Austin Healy and the Crankhandle Club to name a few. Every club has its own
“personality” and characters, which makes it unique, but in all, we are all interested in our classic cars
and are a special breed of human beings. I am proud of our club and you, our members. We get so
many people admiring our cars when we park be it at a shopping centre where we get together before a
run or at a restaurant and many photos are taken of our cars at these outings. We may arrange more
joined events in future but will always be proud owners and TRIUMPH enthusiasts. Our members are
special, unique and supportive and I thank you for your commitment. We have our annual concours on
27 November and I encourage you to clean your car and enter it in the concours. We will judge it and
you can take the sheet and use it as a guide on where to improve your car or what needs to be fixed
and or cleaned up. We will also be having our AGM, so I urge you to please attend and let us know what
you want the committee to do, events you may want to go to, etc.
Be safe and look after yourself.
Triumphant Regards, Gerhard
THE EDITOR’S DESK - Jamie Hart
Somehow we seem to be at the end of what has been an incredibly difficult year for all sorts of reasons
and the club is still going strongly although a bit confused! I was heartened by the turnout for last
Saturday’s noggin, with no speaker due to a cancellation and no major events I wasn’t hopeful, but we
had a really good turnout, everyone enjoyed their burgers and all I spoke to were very hopeful for a
great year ahead.
As Gerhard says in his chat, most of the organisations I know are down on numbers after the gruelling
time we have had in the past 20 months. I do not know if we are out of the woods yet, but there have
been all sorts of innovations such as Zoom for all of us to keep in touch. Talking to people from other
clubs, everyone seems to understand the need to put aside past differences and concentrate on
building a brighter future.
I was reading in the last TRAction from the UK Triumph Register that the combined weekend between
the Triumph and MG registers (yes you did read that correctly!) was a huge success and they plan to
repeat it again next year. Given the past differences between the two marques over many years which
somehow carried over to their followers this is a major step forward and I really hope will happen in this
neck of the woods. Events such as the British Sports car tour do their bit to foster cooperation and
several years ago there were possibilities of a British Sports car club, who knows what may happen in
the future, fingers crossed!
On a different note, I want to compliment a supplier who has given excellent service. Due to a
carburettor malfunction before the last run, Glyn and I walked to the lunch in Simon’s Town! On Monday
lunchtime I phoned the Sports Car Centre in Johannesburg, got the invoice and paid it in the afternoon
and at 9.30 next morning there was a ring on the door bell and the courier delivered the parts! I was
impressed to say the least, their number is 011 486 0021 and speak to either Denise or Alan. Service
like that deserves to be rewarded.
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Garden Route News
GARDEN ROUTE CENTRE REPORT

The past year has been very challenging in terms of club activities in general and our little Garden
Route centre also paid the price due to the anti-Covid lockdowns and the consequent curtailment of
gatherings. This was not helped by the geographical constraints we face either because our 12
members live far apart over a distance of nearly 200 km along the Garden Route; 4 in Knysna, 4 in
George, 2 in Sedgefield and 1 each in Mossel Bay and the Riversdale district.
For the first time there were no annual George or Knysna car shows we could participate in. Even the
national gathering was cancelled. Despite that we managed to have a couple of events: the Valentine
Run outside Sedgefield in February, a breakfast outing to the Heritage Bakery along the N2 in March, a
long and scenic drive to Friemersheim and Great Brak River in May and the Spring Run to Herold Wines
on the inland side of the Outeniqua Mountains in September. Due to heavy rain very few of us managed
to participate in the old car show in October at the hamlet of Ruiterbos along the foothills of the
Robinson Pass across the Outeniqua en route from Hartenbos to Oudtshoorn.
At our AGM in October Dennis Cook was elected to the chair, Heinz Koncki remained treasurer and
your truly inherited the fancy title of liaison officer. The majority of members decided that we maintain
the status quo of an event every second month where possible and that our events will also provide the
opportunity to have a noggin simultaneously. Rather than a year-end function in December it was
decided to usher in the new year in January by means of a special event.
We wish all our fellow TSCC members many blessings over Christmas and a very happy and
Triumphant new year.
Nols
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Pretoria Triumph Christmas Lunch—5th December 2021—Facebook Page
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Pretoria Triumph Christmas Lunch—5th December 2021—Facebook Page /2
1. Perseverance Award—Norman & Hanalize Bull

2. Long Suffering Chairman—Bill Flynn

4. Mr Nice Guy—Eddie Steele

6. Best Cheerleaders—Liz & Andre Greyling

The Seven’s serving Tea & Coffee.
Engela & Giselle smiling as always
7. Lets not talk cars award,
- Johan & Siglinda Retief

“A token of appreciation went to our host Bill Sales
for offering his home and gorgeous car collection for
our use and for herculean preparation effort he and
Terry Murphy went to for the day.”

The Author of the
PTA Christmas Lunch
Article and Social
Media Champion—Mr
Sunshine himself,
(despite the rain)
Eddie Gurnell.

And
nothing
would
get
done
without
them!

