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The very infectious Nationals virus is in the air. The best advice is to breathe in as deeply as possible in an effort to 

catch the fever. Although a very pleasant condition, please be warned it is totally drug resistant and can only be cured 

by attending the National gathering to be held at Golden Gate in the Eastern Free State in May 2020. 

 

As you probably all know by now the 2020 National gathering will take place in the beautiful Eastern Free State Golden 

Gate area in May  next year. TSCC of South Africa National gathering is somewhat of a pilgrimage, and all members 

should attend at least once  in a . Somelife time of us, of course,  are hooked for life and never miss and will therefore 

have special privileges in the next life. Let us all endeavour to persuade as many of our members as possible to attend. 

The old saying "the more the merrier" so often rings true. Golden Gate really is a wonderful venue choice with the quaint 

town of Clarens a stones throw away. I urge you all to make a concerted effort to be on the attendance list. Our hosts, 

Johannesburg Centre, I can confidently say, will live up to all our expectations and give us the ride of our lives. To avoid 

disappointment book early and get the accommodation expense out of the way. This will be my eighth Nationals and 

they just seem to get better and better as the years go by. What a privilege it has been. 

 

I hear via the grape vine that we can expect to see some new Triumphs at Golden Gate. I know that Engela, our         

National Treasurer, has acquired a beautiful green Chicane better known as Aunt Olive. Hans Koncki has also added a 

lovely GT6 to his stable. We patiently await the unveiling of a TR2 being built by Gary Booyens.  Eddie Gurnell has built 

up a collection of Triumphs big enough to have a concours of his own. Hoping Eddie assembles enough drivers to have 

them all present. Then the Chairman of the Garden Route Centre has decided to supplement his collection with two 

lovely Morgans. I nevertheless have word from a reliable source that Dennis will be at Golden Gate in a Triumph. He 

wouldn’t dare rock up in a Morgan. Nols Pienaar, now living in Hartenbos, has I am told, sold the TR7 so hopefully we 

could be treated to his lovely TR6. Another great car in our club that would be great to see  at the  concourse would be 

the TR5 belonging to Gerald Habbig. John Roets please don't arrive in your newly acquired MG. Your faithful TR3 would 

do the concourse great justice. Gavin Turner will turn out in his lovely TR4A, the ex Chris Buckley car. You will not      

recognise the vehicle, changed colour, new imported interior, new wheels and many engine mods. Why, I do not know, 

as it was always a good example anyway. Looks great and is most desirable. The KZN Chairman, Dave van der 

Westhuizen, has also got a floor up rebuild in progress but is playing his cards very close to his chest. All I know is that 

it is a Triumph. Janet Rademan, from the PE Centre, has bought a Triumph Mk2 which will hopefully make the journey. 

Now that I have "bust" everyone's secrets let me tell you that I have hit a few set backs with my TR6 rebuild but am still 

aiming to get it to Golden Gate. Please don't hold your breath. Please update us in the next Sabrina issue of any     

omissions. 

 

Enough from me. Preparation should start now if you have not already started. The event is ten months away and     

although this sounds like a lot of time to prepare experience tells me there is never enough time to prepare for         

concourse. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you all. 

 

Happy and safe Triumphing. God Bless. 

 

Your Chairman 

Geoff Kriel 
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Hello Everyone 

Welcome to the green and gold and winter all over edition of Sabrina. 

A note from the Johannesburg Centre…………… 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Gerhard Vorster, who is now the new chairman for the Cape Town Centre. 

This winter Pretoria Centre has been keeping the “winter blues” at bay with some fun winter events, see   

pages 9 and 10. 

Kwa Zulu Natal have welcomed a couple of new members to their fold, and Jan and Anita Sporre tell some of 

their story on pages 5 qnd 6. 

“Beware of Scammers” a really good article by Dennis Cook, and something we all need to take heed of not 

only when selling our cars, but also with all of our personal information too.  

Some good Triumph history from page12, and sometimes I think we tend to forget our roots. Thank You René 

for keeping us reminded. 

Eric has sent in a wonderful article about “A Life of Triumph” he puts his memories on paper for all of us to 

share.  

Finally Nols sent me an e-mail with the Registrar’s Report, he has been very busy down south unpacking and 

settling in. Thank You Nols for the report. 

On that note not to be forgotten, if you would like to see more articles in Sabrina, please feel free to send me 

some………………. 

Do you motor-heads have Triumphs and other “stuff” in your garages? Tell us about it. 

 

 

Cheers 4 Now 

Helen 

Nationals 2020 

Joburg team has been working full steam in preparation of our National gathering 

2020. 

Final details will be circulated shortly. 

In the meantime, dairise the dates from 01 May thru to 04 May 2020. 

Be Vigilant and keep your eyes on the website:www.triumphclubsa.com for further info. 

http://www.triumphclubsa.com
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 Introducing Jan and Anita Sporre 

The name Sporre is Swedish. During the 15th century Klaas Sporre emigrated from Sweden to Holland. He married 

Grietjie Jans in Holland. In 1935 my grandparents moved to South Africa. My Grandmother suffered from severe Ar-

thritis’s and the doctor’s suggested that the South African climate will make life more comfortable for her. My dad was 

16 at the time. (The reason I am mentioning my Grandmother is that she bought me my first car when I was 18. “A Tri-

umph Spitfire Mark 1”) How it came about that Granny bought me the Triumph is an interesting story that I will share at 

a later stage. 

While searching into my ancestry, Cornelius Pauwels Sporre married Christiena Stieltjes in 1715. They had six children, 

5 died under the age of two. Gosen Sporre survived and he is the reason why I am here. 

Another interesting story – My Dad’s brother, Cor Sporre was the co-founder of the Dutch underground during the Se-

cond World War.  He escaped from Holland to England in a canoe powered by a 10 cc outboard motor. 

In England he was trained, new identity Mark Steen. Sadly to say is that over 200 of the Dutch underground youngsters 

(mostly students) were given false information, sent back to Holland, and given currency that they were all captured by 

the Germans, in order to give incorrect information to the enemy. 

Cor Sporre disappeared. 

I met Anita in 2000 at a Hells Angels beach party. I had been divorced for 3 years. In the beginning it was hard, but 

eventually I became a confirmed bachelor and said I would never get married again. 

This Wild Biker Chick immediately stole my heart. We lived together for 8 years, and when her two younger boys left 

home, we got married in Fouriesburg in 2008.  

At the time we were members of the Iron Maiden MCC. Rob Lilburn arranged for our biker convention to be held at the 

Fouriesburg Inn. Anita fell in love with the place and wanted to get married there. 

I must share with you that my life with Anita has been prefect and she is worth more than a thousand TR 3’s and ten 

thousand TR 7’s. 

Anita has three boys, Mark, Michael, and Matthew. Mark will be immigrating to New Zealand next month. Michael is 

living in the UK, and Matthew, the youngest in Cape Town. 

One word of advice, never mention grandchildren to Anita. You will be subjected to look at a hundred photos.  

My son Grant lives in the UK. He matriculated at Kingsway High in Toti. Studied Chemical Engineering at Durban Univer-

sity. Did his two year training at Western Deep Levels. The same mine I did my training as a pupil engineer. 

Like all youngsters he wanted a gap year and went to the UK to work as a barman. In the UK he met a friend of mine, 

Dudley Cramond. Ex South African motorcycle champion and Springbok. 

Dudley convinced Grant to join him as a race technician with Shell Harris Moto GP team. Grant work as a race techni-

cian for five years. The last two years he was with the Suzuki factory team.                 Grant studied two stroke engines 

at Queens University at Belfast. He also obtained his B Comm. At Unisa, and his MBA at Harvard Watt University during 

this period. 

 

He came back to RSA and worked at Billiton. They broke into his house in Richards Bay, and stole a set of race leathers 

given to him by Valentino Rossi. He decided to go back to the UK.  

He is currently working for Macquarie’s Bank in London as Senior Investment Analyst. 

 

I left school and was accepted as a trainee pilot with the South African Air Force. Six weeks into my training I damaged 

my eye and was told I would only be able to fly for three years and would then have to do navigation. I had to sign up for 

15 years however. 

I opted out and started work as a counter salesman at Motor spares shop in Vereeniging. 

My Dad said that was not a real job, and indentured me as an apprentice fitter and turner at Stewarts and Lloyds. Dur-

ing my apprenticeship I obtained my engineering diploma.  

After passing my trade test, I was offered a pupilage in mechanical engineering at Western Deep Levels. 
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Introducing Jan and Anita Sporre………….. 

 

In 1979 I joined Beacon Sweets and Chocolates as Factory Engineer. I retired at Beacon 5 years ago holding the posi-

tions of Engineering Manager, Facilities Manager and Project Manager. 

 

Anita worked for an Insurance broker when I met her. My friend Don Lesch asked me to ask Anita to work for him at 

Lesch Tool and Die. Anita was getting bored and my friend Richard Whitehead asked me to ask Anita to work for him as 

brand ambassador for Multisource Beverages. 

 

Anita and I have been going to the Scottburgh motor show with Rob for about four years. I was interested in getting a 

Spitfire. Rob and Darryl Hurter encouraged me to join the Triumph Club. 

 

Rob suggested I get a TR 7 instead. I saw an advert for a partially restored TR 7 in Plet. I hired a trailer and Rob and I 

drove to Plet. As luck would have it Richard owns a holiday apartment in Plet. 

 

Rob and I have been on memorable bike trips with Richard, we had a fabulous two days staying with him. 

 

While we were loading the Red TR 7( partially rebuilt), a person owning a car repair shop in the same complex, told me 

of the Blue TR 7 for sale . We traced the owner and bought the car. Rob and I came home with two cars. 

 

Anita and I have been members of the Natal Triumph Club for a few months now, and are thoroughly enjoying it. 

 

We have never been part of such a friendly and helpful family. People of substance, character and integrity. 

 

Anita here: My hobbies in order of importance are ….. Reading the dial gauge to get top dead centre of a certain TR7. 

Taping masking in place for the all important spraying of said Triumphs bits. Reading. Making cards, although recently 

I’ve started making miniature explosion boxes. 

 

The photo of me on ‘my’ bike, is just a pose. I can’t ride!  

Thank you for making us so welcome, you’re a lovely group of               

motorheads!  

Anita when we just met 

Anita on her 1400 Suzuki Intruder 

Our  Wedding at Fouriesburg, Honeymoon 

on horseback. 

Jan at Kyalami on his 

production bike. 

Fanbelt brokeat Humansdorp, had to make one 

with nylon rope ! 

TR7 engine 

before 

TR7 engine 

after 
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By Dennis Cook 

 

Most of us are aware of how Scammers attempt to assault us almost daily.  I recently advertised a car for one 

of our members, both on Facebook and the Club website which is http://triumphclubsa.com.  

After forwarding him a response from Facebook I merely mentioned that he should be wary. The member 

asked me to explain what I meant, which I did, but I thought it worthwhile to make our members aware of the 

risks of buying and selling a car. 

Having operated a Tourist accommodation business for 10 years, much of it with payments and bookings on 

line, I thought that I knew how to identify and neutralise the scammers but  I was recently caught. I had ad-

vertised on both Gumtree and Facebook for a Weber 38DCD carburettor and received a response from a guy 

who said that he was a farmer in Heidelberg who was sending some machinery the very next day to George 

and that his late son had bought a new carb but had never used it. He sent me some pics of a new carb and 

told me to talk to his wife about payment. The “tannie” explained that they did not want money paid into their 

account as it was a Trust account and the drivers could not be trusted with money when I suggested that I 

pay the driver on delivery. Although I bank with Nedbank, I was not aware of their instant payment system 

“Emali” which makes payment to a cell phone number and she politely explained how to make the payment. I 

mean how can one not trust an old boere couple? They would never cheat you, would they?  Well the carb 

was not delivered and the cell number of the “farmer” who phoned me no longer exists, nor that of his wife. I 

don’t need to emphasise that one takes a big risk when buying or selling unseen and without knowing who 

one is dealing with. Distinguishing between a good deal and a scam can be difficult, as scammers are always 

trying to stay one step ahead of the law and of their potential victims.  

Many of us browse the Internet regularly looking at Classic cars, even if we are not really in the market to buy 

a car. A while back there was a scammer who advertised several classic cars on Gumtree at bargain prices, 

complete with pictures and full details. When contacted, the seller said that payment by the buyer need only 

be made on successful delivery of the car. In the interim, however, he required advance payment of transport 

and import duties to get the car into the country and to the buyer. Sadly for him, he displayed photographs of 

a car in one of the ads that the current owner recognised as his! If one had paid the delivery charges you 

would never hear from him again and you will have lost the money.  

Please heed the old adage that deals that are “too good to be true” are usually just that. Often sellers bent 

on a scam will price a classic significantly lower than book value. When questioned, the buyer will say that 

he/she is immigrating or urgently needs the money. You may be faced with a request for a deposit to hold the 

car for you. Never ever hand over a deposit or the full amount until you have viewed the car and confirmed 

both ownership and clearance or registration certificate.  

Scammers look to target both buyers and sellers. When considering selling a classic car we tend to want to 

sell privately to try to obtain a better price than entrusting the car to a dealer. Here are some tricks that you 

should look out for : 

 

The Sight Unseen Purchaser. This scam involves a potential buyer contacting you, and offering to purchase 

the car immediately without even viewing the car. They will sometimes offer more than your requested price, 

just to secure the deal. This is the first warning sign, as more often than not, these types of “sales” head in 

the direction of one or more of the following scams. 

The Over Payment. The potential buyer will “deposit” more than the sale amount into your bank account, and 

then request that you return the “inadvertent” overpayment, giving you his bank details. His deposit will re-

flect in your bank account, but as soon as you transfer any money back to them, the initial deposit will be 

cancelled and you are out a few thousand rand. This is a very common scam.  

The Fake Depositor. This scam involves the scammer sending you proof of payment, with very well-forged 

fake deposit slips from the bank.  These scammers will then get you to release the vehicle, and as soon as 

they have your car they disappear, while the bank knows nothing of any deposit. 

The Identity Thief. These scammers are out for one thing, and that is to take you for everything you have – 

including your identity. They will request any and/or all documentation to get as much personal information 

on you, including your ID and then use that to defraud as many people as possible under the guise of being 

you. 

http://triumphclubsa.com
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By Dennis Cook 

 

We’ve got a buyer for you.  A few days after you’ve listed your car, and you get a call from the Ad listing site 

saying your car is getting lots of traffic from interested buyers. Soon after, the site calls again with a 

“confirmed buyer.” To secure this sale, all the buyer needs to do is pay a R500 admin/finders fee. A 30-, 60- 

or 90-day guarantee might also be offered, so if the sale doesn’t go through, the seller gets his fee back. The 

seller is sent to a web page to make a credit card payment. Only later when no one calls about the car does 

the seller get suspicious about the sale and the scam is discovered. Most credit card companies will refuse a 

refund because the seller “authorized” the payment. Avoid agents or those acting “ on behalf” of a another 

buyer. Be suspicious; always ask the buyer to telephone you directly.  

The Test Drive Thief. This is probably the worst and most dangerous type of scammer. These are criminals 

who show up to test drive the car, and once they have the car keys, disappear without a trace.  There have 

been cases published recently of a seller of a motor cycle being shot dead in a remote place by the prospec-

tive purchaser who took off with his bike. The seller of a luxury car recently met with a similar fate.    

Knowing the warning signs is the first step to avoiding a scam. If the deal seems awkward or too good to be 

true, walk away. If the buyer is asking you for way more personal information than is required for a sale, walk 

away. 

Always confirm with your bank that all funds have cleared to your account before releasing your car. 

Preferably have a friend present when conducting a sale meeting. 

Never let someone test drive your car alone, or with their friends. If permitting a test drive;  ask for his driver’s 

licence and make a copy of it or note the ID number.  

Always ensure that the person test driving leaves their ID or keys to his own vehicle behind. 

In order to avoid these common scams, use these tips: 

To be safe, verify payments with the issuing bank instead of waiting for the funds to clear with your bank. If 

possible, complete the transaction at the buyer's bank to be sure the funds are available. 

Document the entire process and keep records of phone numbers, names, and other information and keep a 

copy of everything that's signed  

Screen callers in order to determine whether the interest is genuine. This will help you to only accept test 

drives from potential buyers that are legitimate. 

If you think it's a scam, it's best to end the conversation as soon as possible. 

For safety, it may be a good idea to not conduct the transaction at your home. 

Most scams occur from fraudulent cheques, deposits or money wiring. 

Never give a buyer the vehicle or the registration certificate until payment has cleared. 

Complete transfer of ownership forms; whether or not the car is roadworthy. This will protect you from future 

tickets, violations, or other problems incurred by the new owner. 

In most cases, if you think it's a scam, it probably is. 

Instead of jumping at the first offer, it's best to be patient and wait for the right buyer to come along. 
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Pretoria—part of the Highveld—as it is sometime referred to– in the winter landscape of green and gold…………………….   

I don’t know where all of that comes from, but it sounded good, and I needed a colour change from black and white 

and red all over…………..Yes it’s me your editor writing up a report for the Pretoria Centre. ( and I live here too !!) 

As the front cover  shows, winter does not stop us Highveld’ers  from “racing” around in our Triumphs. Our June noggin 

saw us having our annual winter “Slot Car Racing” event at Jaco Van Vuuren’s house. He has a superb slot car track set 

up and some truly beautiful models on display. The pictures below don’t even do his place justice. The teams were   

totally focused on the speedway. 

Thanks Jaco for hosting us for our 

 June Noggin. After that some of 

Us braved the early morning cold  

and…………………………. 
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………….drove with the sunrise to take part in the Mampoer Rally—hosted by POMC (Pretoria Old Motor Club). Yes, you 

also get a glass of Mampoer to drink after you have completed the rally. Some participants really need that drink after 

completing the rally…………….This year Bill once again took part and he initiated a new navigator, they apparently had a 

good time, but I am not sure they completed the route entirely correctly, as at times, I heard it reported, that they were 

travelling in the opposite direction to all of the other rally cars. Nevertheless “Triumphs Just Having Fun” is Bill’s motto 

anyway. Bill Sales took part in his green TR7, and Mike Bilson was competing with is cousin Russell in an Alfa belonging 

to Dawn Manellis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our May Noggin had us all preparing for winter with a “Port and Vinyal” evening, hosted by Albert and Tiekie De Vos. 

Tiekie presented us with some amazing venison pie, as we drank port and listened to some wonderful  “vinyl classics” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amongst other things we also had “British Day” at POMC, featuring all cars and bikes British. 

and after our  “Cars on the Roof” run we had lunch at Kuungana Bush Lodge, which is situated in 

the east of Pretoria, while we sat and kept a 

watchful eye over our Triumphs parked on the 

lawns below us.  

Keeping busy in winter takes the winter “blues” 

away, and that when we can appreciate the 

“green and gold” of our lovely country. 

Helen. 
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 WHALE TALES  
THE CAPE TOWN TRIUMPH NEWSLETTER  

 

 CHAIRMAN’S CHAT  

Wow, the winter has arrived in full force and you can see why they call it the 

Cape of Storms. We are very happy with the good rains we received and 

are looking forward to more before summer arrives.  

Sadly, Graham Goetze who was your leader for the past couple of years re-

signed as chairman with immediate effect at the last committee meeting that was held in May. This left a 

huge gap in the committee who is already running with some positions not filled. They approached me and 

asked whether I would be prepared to fill the Chairman’s post, which I accepted.  

I would like to take this opportunity of thanking Graham for all the hard work, blood, sweat and tears during 

his tenure as Chairman. The club members and I really appreciate the effort you have put in Graham to 

make this work, to keep the club going. Also extend our thanks and appreciation to Aurelia who assisted with 

many aspects of the club’s running. Please do join us for our outings and events and we hope we can still 

call on you for your support in future.  

Also a huge thank you also for our committee members who is working hard to keep the club going and on 

track still as one of the best and successful classic car clubs in the Western Cape. I am now calling on you, 

our club members to assist me and your committee to keep the club going. We are still looking for a secre-

tary to assist us with admin related tasks, so now is the time to put your hand up and volunteer. It is our club 

for like-minded Triumph enthusiasts and friends getting together with our cars and have fun. That’s what it is 

all about. I am also calling on you to let me know what you want to do with regards to outings, events, get-

togethers, car shows, etc. that we can work it into our programs.  

This brings me to our next event, which is our Christmas in July lunch run. It is a special event and I am per-

sonally inviting you to this fun event, you will not be disappointed. Have a look at the events and save the 

date, 14 July 2019.  

We have a couple of important events coming up, so please get your cars ready for summer and let’s have 

fun together.  

Be safe and God Bless.  

Triumphant regards,  

Gerhard  
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A  SOMEWHAT PERSONAL  PRéCIS.       

Some  Club Members get all nostalgic when  they start romanticising about the good old days.  I have heard grown men 

speak with a tremor in the voice, and with a moist eye of : “….. the formation of the Club at that first meeting held at 

The Green Lantern Inn at the top of Van Reenen’s Pass forty years ago in 1979…” 

Sorry  to rain on your parade guys.  That is what these days is called fake news.  Also, as far as I can remember, there 

are hardly any photographs on the walls of The Inn to commemorate this event, but I am under correction on this one.   

Fact  is that the TR Register in South Africa was formed in 1974, and the first time we met at the Green Lantern Inn 

was for the third annual general meeting, in 1979, some years AFTER the formation of the Club  in Durban (1974), and 

AFTER the formation of the Cape Town and  Johannesburg Centres (both in 1977), AFTER  the holding of the first Na-

tional Classic Car Concours (1978), and AFTER of the holding of the first National Gathering at Maselspoort (1978). 

I have put together the following brief historical overview based on minutes of meetings, actual correspondence, and 

contemporary articles which appeared in Sabrina and in local Centre newsletters.  Comments, additions and correc-

tions etc. are welcome. 

Mid 1950’s:  Triumph Sports Owner’s Association.  Started by the Triumph Motor Company (1945) Limited in England 

so as to keep TR2, and later TR3/3A owners informed of technical developments, specifically aimed at competitions.  

For 5 shillings (British Sterling) owners got a car badge, a copy of the Association Handbook, plus a promise of future 

additions to the book.  In time this Association just petered out.   In Johannesburg,  the  TSOA  initiative collapsed  in 

approximately  1964.  However, the TSCC in South Africa adopted the “open book” motif of the TSOA bumper badge for 

its own bumper badge. 

October or November 1956:  Robin Dunstan (ex-Chair of Port Elizabeth MG Car Club) says the TSCC in PE was formed 

on the main beach of Plettenberg Bay.  Some twenty TR’s participated in the trip from PE to Plett. This Club lasted for a 

while as a one-make Club but after about a year  due to dwindling numbers it was decided to rather form a branch of 

the Sports Car Club of South Africa which catered for all makes of sports cars. 

November 1969:   A letter from Daryl Uprichard  (say: “U-pritchard”) was published in “Motorsport” in the UK in which 

he states: “Personally I find the TR an exciting car with much character. A “TR Register” perhaps?” 

January 1970:  Formation of the TR Register in the UK. 

Early 1972:  Independently and unbeknown to one another, Chris Schultz and Mike Allen in Cape Town,  and  a few 

weeks later,  Alan Grant and Andrew and David Swan, in Johannesburg,  started “Triumph Clubs”.  Exact,  verifiable 

dates are unfortunately not available.  After initial excitement both these initiatives slowed down and became dormant. 

Durban, South Africa, 1974:     Having learned of the formation of the TR Register in England, Graham Cheetham’s let-

ter in the South African “Car Magazine” stated that a TR Register had been formed in South Africa, and invited all inter-

ested parties to contact him.  The South African TR Register from the start was affiliated to the TR Register in the UK.  

Membership fees were set at R2,50 per year.  John Moore was elected Chairman, and Graham Cheetham was elected 

as registrar/newsletter editor/events co-ordinator.  The first issue of “Sabrina” was published in 1974. The Club which 

in due course became the TSCC of SA was therefore formed,  and was initially based in Durban. 

10th February 1976: On a personal note:  I submitted the details of my TR3 (which I bought for R150,00 on 21st Sep-

tember 1969) to Graham Cheetham and was allocated membership number 007.  I later learned that John Dobbins 

had been allocated membership number 2.  Presumably, Graham Cheetham allocated number one to himself.  I also 

presume that John Moore was allocated membership number three.  I suspect that I am the longest continuous owner 

of the same TR, and indeed, of any Triumph car in the country. 

19th August 1976:  Formation of TR Register, Cape Town Centre at the Woodstock Holiday Inn. Committee members 

were Mervyn Harris (President), Mike Allen, Tim Kent, Blackie Niemand, Chris Schultz, and Charles Patterson. The first 

newsletter of the Cape Town Centre  was published in June 1977. (I have a copy of it). 
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A  SOMEWHAT PERSONAL  PRéCIS.       

7th April 1977.  Formation of the TR Register, Johannesburg Centre at Alan Grant’s house in Orange Grove, Johannes-

burg.  Founding members were Andrew Swan, Alan Grant and myself.  Membership fees were set at R3,00 per year.  

Membership would be extended to owners of Roadsters, and the TR2 to TR7 range of cars. Associate membership was 

extended to all other Triumph sports car owners.  Membership to the National Register was a pre-condition to member-

ship of the Johannesburg Centre. 

13th August 1978:  The first National Classic Car Concours d’Elegance.  Arranged by the Austin Healy Club and held at 

Nic Hoenderdos’  Jukskei Motor Meuseum in Witkoppen Road, near Fourways, Johannesburg.  Campbell Miller’s TR4 

took top honours, with Doug Ward’s TR4A in the top ten at 9th place. 

6th to 9th October 1978:  First National Gathering held at Maselspoort, Bloemfontein, arranged by Graham Cheetham.  

This coincided with the Silver Jubilee (that is 25 years) of the first TR2 way back in 1953.  Thirty-one TR’s  present.  The 

names of all attendees are on record. Rob Ingleby from Cape Town was awarded the trophy of having travelled the fur-

thest to attend. 

December 1978:  There were 47 cars on the National Register namely 7 x TR2’s;  13 x TR3’s;  10 x TR3A’s; 1 x TR4;  6 

x TR4A’s;  1 x TR5 and 9 x TR6’s. 

24th March 1979:  Third Annual General Meeting of the TR Register of South Africa.  Held at the Green Lantern Inn, Van 

Reenen’s pass.  This was the first time the TR Register/TSCC met at the Green Lantern Inn.  All-in cost for the week-end 

from23rd to 25th March 1979 was R30,00 for a couple.  For the sake of greater inclusivity, the 22 members present 

resolved to adopt a new name for the Club, namely The Triumph Sports Car Club of SA.  The TR Register of SA was not 

disbanded, but was taken up in the  newly formed Club.  Membership fees were increased to R7,00 per member per 

year, with R3,00 of that going to local/regional Centres. The names of all attendees are on record. 

19th June 1979: Formation of the “Spares Fund” in the Alba Hotel, Braamfontein, Johannesburg. Due to stringent FICA 

requirements imposed by the Receiver of Revenue  (these days quaintly referred to as a Revenue “Service”) the Spares 

Fund, after nearly 40 years of operations,  had no option but to disband in July of 2018. 

16th October 1979:  The Executive Committee agreed on a hand painted metal bumper badge for the TR Register of SA, 

depicting the front view of TR1.  Price R7,50. 

1979:  Formation of the Border Regional Centre.  Exact date and other details not known. 

22nd to 24th February 1980:  Fourth Annual General Meeting of the TSCC, again held at The Green Lantern Inn. Accom-

modation inclusive of food for the entire weekend shot up to R18,00 per person for the entire weekend.  Due to dwin-

dling interest in Club affairs in Durban, Graham Cheetham proposed that the activities of the National Register be 

transferred to Johannesburg. 

9th July 1980: The Johannesburg Exco agreed to adopt the “open book” design for a bumper badge for the TSCC of SA, 

in preference to the “globe” design.  On 2nd October 1980 John Dobbins tabled these badges which went on sale at 

R8,00 each.  A smaller key ring version sold for R2,50. The last “s” in the word “sports” was omitted in error, making 

these badges much sought after items. 

10th to 12th October 1980:  Second National Gathering at Hendrik Verwoerd Dam.  Metal bumper badges made availa-

ble to Club members. 

January 1981:  Formation of the Pretoria Regional Centre.  Nols Pienaar arranged a large meeting, including many Jo-

hannesburg Centre members so as to formally launch the Centre. 

13th April 1981:  Formation of the Port Elizabeth Regional Centre at Hunter’s Retreat Hotel with 17 members in attend-

ance. 

20th August 1981:  Formation of South African Marque Club Association (SAMCA), with the TSCC of SA as one of the  

founder members.  The word “Motor” was later substituted for  the word “marque” so as to enable hybrid car clubs in 

mainly smaller towns to join SAMCA. 
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A  SOMEWHAT PERSONAL  PRéCIS.       

Late 1990’s to early 2000’s:  Formation and closure of the West Rand Regional Centre, based in Randfontein.  Arnie 

Lowes,  the main mover and shaker had a magnificent collection of TR’s, including the only “long door” TR in the coun-

try. When Arnie lost interest in Triumphs and moved on to Harley-Davidsons, the Centre closed.  Not long afterwards 

both Arnie and his instructor died tragically in a light aircraft accident in the Magaliesberg. 

2003:  Nols Pienaar arranged a get-together at Maselspoort to commemorate 100 years of the Standard Motor Compa-

ny;  50 years of the TR range of cars and 25 years of National Gatherings. 

December 2018:  Formation of the Garden Route Regional Centre by Dennis Cook, Nols Pienaar and other Triumph 

enthusiasts who have relocated/retired to that part of the country. 

National Gatherings are held every two years and are hosted by Regional Centres in rotation. Here is a list of Gather-

ings held: 

1978:Maselspoort, Bloemfontein.  

1980: Hendrik Verwoerd Dam. (renamed Gariep Dam).   

1982:Golden Gate, Clarens, OFS.  

1984: Swartvlei, Sedgefield, Garden Route. 

1986:Rob Ferreira  resort, Christiana. 

1988:Golden Gate, Clarens, OFS. 

1990:Willows. Port Elizabeth. 

1992:Loskop Dam, Mpumalanga. 

1994:Midmar Dam,  KZN. 

1996 :  Oatlands, Simonstown, Cape. 

1998 :  Mount Amanzi, Hartebeespoort Dam. 

2000: Gariep Dam, OFS. 

2002:Storms River, Eastern Cape. 

2004:Port Edward, KZN.  

2006:Hermanus. 

2008:Maselspoort, Bloemfontein. 

2010:Drakensville, KZN. 

2012:Plettenberg Bay, Eastern Cape. 

2014: Port Edward, KZN. 

2016:Hartenbos, Mossel Bay, Garden Route. 

2018:Maselspoort, Bloemfontein. 

2020:Golden Gate, Clarens, OFS. 

René de Villiers  

Johannesburg,    31st May 2019.  
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By Eric Fletcher 
Having reached an age when I cannot get into or out of my TR8 it is also the time of reminiscence so when did          

Triumphs enter my life. 

 

It may surprise you that my first recollection of a Sports car was being squeezed with a school friend into his Uncles’ 

1934 Three wheel BSA. That is correct not a Morgan a BSA. The occasion was to go to Silverstone for the British F1 GP. 

I don’t think that I remember much of the race except that the first 3 cars to finish were all Italian Alfa Romeos’ with 

Italians Farina, Fagioli 1st  and 2nd  but to the delight of the crowd an Englishman, Reg Parnell came 3rd. However there 

was something that entered my lungs and my mind that stayed with me for life, the smell of Castrol R. 

 

Being so soon after WWII private cars were few and far between but since I went to a Grammar School most of the 

Teachers had cars and our math teacher had one that really stood out amongst the Austin 7’s, Austin Ruby’s and    

various dull looking Morris’s he had a distinctive Razor Edged Triumph Mayflower. 

 

In 1953 along came the Triumph TR2 causing much excitement amongst us Schoolboys, particularly that they were 

rare and so featured high on our list of “had to see”. However a year later the Swallow Doretti was launched and to our 

delight one was to be seen everyday parked at a shop only 200m from my School, I was captured. 

 

My love affair with the Doretti was to be short lived when Morgan produced its’ + 4 with gutsy Triumph engine. What a 

car and what an engine note. Every day whilst cycling to school I was passed by a beautiful green one and delighted in 

its engine sound that was accompanied with the scent of Castrol R. 

 

Sadly my motoring days did not take off until I came to South Africa as a Learner Official with the Union Corporation 

and bought my first car an Armstrong Siddeley 12 Coupe. Definitely not a Sports car but it allowed me to use Castrol R. 

Living in Springs Triumph TR2’s were common sights and two of my friends owned 2’s that I occasionally got to drive. 

With a friend in the car trade I got to drive Triumphs, MG’s and Alfas. Indeed when the MD of SA Board Mills traded in 

his Rover 90 for a TR3 I delivered his TR and bought his Rover not realizing how my life would become coloured by  

Rover.  

A good friend of mine had married Red Whitehouse’s sister and Red raced a 

much developed Morgan + 4. When he bought the Protea Triumph he sold 

me his +4, and here my Triumph story really begins. Both cars were a 

strange,    non- commercial shade of red that had been arrived at by Red and 

Pierre du Plessis mixing several paints together. Being the founders of the 

Racing team Ecurie Tomahawk all team cars were painted this distinctive  

colour. My Morgan was in a state of disassembly and I was aided by Red on 

condition that I helped with his Protea Triumph.  

 

One thing I have clear memories of is of it being mounted on trestles in Reds’ back garden while we drilled holes in its 

chassis members in order to lighten the car. Imagine my surprise some 50 years later when I encountered the Protea 

at Zwartkops in 1984 being driven by Stuart Grant. I think that he and Alan were even more surprised when I asked if 

the Chassis still had its holes. The Morgan now complete sported a 2.2 l TR engine, side exhaust exiting under the  

drivers’ door, a great winter hand warmer, and annoyed Mini Cooper drivers who could not live with it down the Nigel 

Road. 

 

In late 1965 I sold my cars when I set off to work at Ashanti Goldfields in Ghana. Still single from there I took my self 

to, Cornwall in England in 1967, enrolled at the Camborne School of Mines. Obviously I needed a car and discovered a 

1960 TR3a in Tamworth. For the princely sum of £ 300 I became the owner of this Jonquil Yellow 3a that sported a 2.2 

L engine with Le Mans spec head, Alternator, Steel works Hardtop, 2 sets of wire wheels, a white soft top and Full   

Tonneau cover, Moto-Lita steering wheel and spare head. So with Castrol R  fumes what more could I ask for. 

  

Morgan in Tomahawk Red 
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By Eric Fletcher 
It was probably during my first weekend in Cornwall that I went to watch the Trengwainton Hillclimb near Penzance,       

I had often gone to the Krugersdorp Hillclimb but never really had the urge to take part. However watching the large 

field of enthusiastic amateurs in their Triumphs, Morgan, Minis, MGs, Lotus and even F2 and Oldies I was bitten. This 

lead me to join The Truro Motor Club who’s President was non other than Donald Healey who lived in the nearby small 

village of Perranporth. This resulted in me competing in “Jemima” as my TR became known in Hillclimbs around    

Cornwall, Devon and Somerset, Race meetings at St Eval, 

Castle Combe, Grass Track Races, Sprints and Rallying in a 

Lotus Cortina.  

In all of this over the next three and a half years Jemima 

was my daily car and took  and provided trouble free        

motoring all over the UK with trips to London (375 Km),   

Dover (460 km), Birmingham ( 330 Km) and even the Lake 

District (600Km). 

One trip from Birmingham was completed on completely 

snowed in back roads with me being the first car on the 

road and the under  radiator cross member acting like a 

mini snow plow. 

Of course there were mechanical problems caused by     

competition and not normal road usage. Since it was set for 

competition it had no radiator fan and I cured traffic       

overheating by fitting a Smiths heater fan motor with its fan between the radiator and the grille and operated manually 

by a switch on the dashboard. Donald Healey recommended upgrading the rear leaf spring and shock absorbers.    

Having two sets of wheels allowed me the luxury of running on Goodyear Rally Specials tyres for the winter and Grass 

Track Races, and a deal with regular Hillclimb competitor Maggie Blankstone got me a set of Dunlop Green Spot racing 

tyres from her Brabham BT21. These led to the winding off of rear half shafts just short of the diff. This was due to the 

excessive grip of these tyres when starting a Hillclimb with 6,000 rpm. I became quite adept at replacing half shafts in 

the paddock and removing the broken piece by inserting a wire with a small hook through its centre hole. 

 

My biggest breakdown was when I stripped First gear during a Race meeting. British TR King at the time was Reg 

Woodcock and he told me how to effect the repair myself without removing the gearbox. On the Monday the local Truro 

Triumph dealer supplied me with a full set of gears and Synchro Rings. So staring that night in my Rally Drivers, Paul 

Dillows’ garage I set to work. Remove the seats and the floor cover over the gearbox and then the top of the gearbox. 

Now follow the workshop manual like a cooking recipe and “ Bobs’ your uncle” I was competing in a Hillclimb the next 

Sunday. 

 

I mentioned that my electrics were by Alternator and in the late 1960’s these were a black art everyone having grown 

up with Dynamo’s. Thus when my Voltmeter showed I was charging but the charge warning light refused to go out eve-

ryone that I asked for advice was mystified. The ever helpful Donald Healey advised me to go to the Lucas Competition 

department in Birmingham. Situated across the road from Ansells Brewery and the HP Sauce factory there was defi-

nitely no smell of Castrol R. They immediately diagnosed the problem merely by opening the bonnet. 

Alternators at that time did not have internal Diodes, the required Diode was mounted externally in a plastic box rough-

ly 50mm x 50mm & 12mm thick. This containe a huge diode as thick as a finger. This they told me heated up and 

therefore should be cooled by mounting it in a position of airflow. They found a suitable position, not on the firewall 

where mine was, but on a wheel arch where they mounted one and a spare . Whole job to 30minutes and a reasonable 

charge. Interestingly the part number was TR4 

 

Even Ecurie Tomahawk was to appear whilst I was in the UK. Pierre du Plessis had moved to the UK and had setup his 

own successful Company GP Beach Buggies. I had met him at a Grass Track Race meeting where one of the Truro guys 

was running one of Pierre’s buggies. We subsequently kept in touch and he called me to assist him in the pits at 

Brands Hatch for the 1967 BOAC 500 race meeting. On arrival I discovered that although the entered Ford GT 40 was 

owned and driven by Charles Lucas it was painted in the Ecurie Tomahawk Red. What’s more it was to be co-driven by 

another  Springs pal and Ecurie Tomahawk member Dave Charlton ably assisted by non other than Red 

Jemima 
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By Eric Fletcher 
Red Whitehouse. In the next pit was Peter de Klerk driving a Ferrari I250 LM , they finished 18th but sadly the GT40 

was a DNF. 

My last outing with Jemima was on a Sunday in a very wet and muddy Grass Track Race meeting  ( these should not be 

confused with Autocross), There was quite a bad crash and the TR3 involved caught fire and was a write off. It was well 

known that having graduated I was returning to South Africa on the coming Wednesday and the unfortunate TR3 owner 

bought Jemima from me there and then handing over £ 150 cash. 

 

Back in SA there was work, marriage and no money for Racing but I was soon into Rallying as a Navigator earning 

enough recognition to earn a place in the 1974 SA Leyland team navigating for Geoff Mortimer, this included          

competing with him in the Rover V8 engined Marina in 1974. This Buick derived engine powered the Morgan +8 and 

the MGB GT V8 as well as Rovers own Rover V8 saloon. 

 

With the advent of family I needed a large car and in 1985 took delivery of a brand new Rover SD1 powered by a Rover 

3.5l V8. For my twin daughters 21st Birthday in 2003 I gave each of them a cheque for R21,000 being money for their 

first car. Bronwen chose a boring Opel Corsa and Megan a MK1 Triumph Spitfire. This I persuaded her to forget  with 

me knowing the control problems of their “clap hands” rear suspension. She then found a 1981 TR7 Coupe on a     

second hand car lot in Mayfair. Undamaged, original and matching numbers she bought this one owner car and had 

change from her R21,000, she still owns it today. 

 

At the time I had as my midlife toy the ex Guy Tumner Reliant Scimitar GTE 6. Sadly it caught fire caused by not a fuel 

leak but a leak in a high-pressure power steering hose. I consequently 

needed a new toy and found an immaculate matching number 1980 

TR8. I must be honest that I was not excited by it being a LHD and had 

never seen many   glowing reports of the model but it had so much 

commonality with  Megan’s’ 7 that it made sense. So we now had two 

Triumphs in the garage. Living in Pretoria we joined the Pretoria       

Triumph Club and were soon involved with Noggins, Runs, Concours 

and Nationals. 

 

Over the years we completely reupholstered the interior of both the 7 

and the 8. The 8 received poly suspension    bushes and eventually all 

LED electrics and the 7 roller bearing front shock absorber mountings 

and electric cooling fan plus new sun roof to replace the one destroyed 

by hail. 

 

Such was our involvement that I took on the Editorship of Sabrina in 2008 a post I continued with for 8 years. This saw 

me building a relationship with the UK’s TR Action & TR Drivers Clubs. The exchange of news and ideas with them even 

resulted in renewing contacts with old Triumph friends in the UK. 

 

And so there it is an over 60 years with Triumph so which are my best loved. Undoubtedly the Rover 90 and SD1 as 

daily cars and of the TR’s it must be the TR3a with its wonderful flat legged driving position, simple un-burstable engine 

and all round ease of maintenance, why even the Silver paper from a pack of cigarettes will fix a blown fuse Although 

imagine building a TR3a today with all round disk brakes a Rover V8 engine and wind up windows. 

 

I have given you my memories so why not the rest of you I am sure that Nols, Harry Fairlie and Alan Grant, to name but 

a few could enthrall us. 

 

Eric Fletcher 

My TR8 
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By Nols Pienaar 

I think my last report appeared in September 2018, quite a while ago. I will therefore not be surprised if our readers 

are of the opinion that I am quitting the job. As most of you probably know by this time, Cathy and I relocated from Pre-

toria to Hartenbos at Mossel Bay in March this year. This event turned things a bit upside down for us, including my 

resources to maintain and update the register. I still have not unpacked all the boxes and crates, so my garage, a place 

and source of joy and pride in the past, currently is still a mess.  

Consulting the table below you will note that the increase of car details recorded in the register from June last year to 

the same time this year is rather modest at only 44 units or 3,65 percent. At neatly 45 percent of the entire number of 

cars listed, the TR range is by far the most substantial, followed by the Spitfire/GT6 range at virtually one third of the 

total (32,58%). In the remaining quarter of the holdings,  the large or 6 cylinder saloons account  for almost 11 percent 

of the total, while the small model groups range from the more or less 1 percent such as the 4 cylinder saloons, to the 

Oldies  (1,52%) and the Stags (2,48%). 

It remains a challenge to keep the register updated because cars keep on changing hands without the registrar being 

notified, resulting in very dated ownership details. Largely thanks to the grapevine I am able to pick up who become 

new owners of Triumphs. Having said that, I need to thank members such as Bill Sales who regularly informs me of a 

Triumph being advertised or John Dobbins who often reports a new arrival in his workshop. Fortunately I know quite a 

number of members in the Pretoria Centre with whom I keep in touch and that enables me to pick up on ownership 

changes such Auntie Olive (the green Chicane) who has swapped Bill Flynn's garage for that of Engela van Vuuren, or 

Eddy Gurnell who has acquired Willem Odendaal's  TR3A and Dennis Cook's TR4A  in order to boost his fledging collec-

tion lately. 

 I often get enquiries about Triumphs people want to buy in order to establish the history of the car being purchased, or 

a technical question about fuel injection problems on a TR6 for example. I then usually take the liberty to ask for the 

identification details of the particular car as well as that of any other Triumphs the person may have. In response I 

sometimes  end up with a list of four cars being owned of which at least two do not have their details listed in the regis-

ter.  On the local Garden Route scene Heinz Koncki supplied the details of the GT6 Mk3 he very recently bought and 

that enabled me to add another GT6 to the register at the right moment  just when I was starting to despair that the 

GT6 total is going to remain at 36 for the next four years or more.   



TRIUMPH MODEL June 2018 June 2019 Increase Group Total % of total 

TR2 48 49 1     

TR3 89 93 4     

TR3A 98 98 -     

TR4 21 21 -     

TR4A 36 36 -     

TR5 13 13 -     

TR6 76 77 1     

TR7 165 168 3     

TR8 6 6 -  Total TR: 561 44,91 

Spitfire Mk1 88 89 1     

Spitfire Mk2 59 61 3     

Spitfire Mk3 180 180 -     

Spitfire Mk4 28 28 -     

Spitfire 1500 10 10 -     

GT6 Mk1 16 17 1     

GT6 Mk2 5 5 -     

GT6 Mk3 15 16 1 Total Spit & GT6: 407 32,58 

Herald all models 43 45 2     

Vitesse all models 9 10 1 Total Herald & Vitesse: 55 4,40 

Stag Mk1 & Mk2 31 31 - Total Stag: 31 2,48 

2000 Mk1 & Mk2 48 49 1     

2500 PI 9 9 -     

Chicane Mk1 & 2 75 78 3 Total 6 cylndr saloon: 136 10,88 

1300 & 1500 FWD 10 10 -     

Toledo 1 1 -     

Dolomite 2 2 - Total 4 cylinder saloon: 13 1,04 

Roadster 15 15 -     

Town & Country 2 2 -     

Mayflower 2 2 - Total Oldies: 19 1,52 

Italia 1 1 -     

All TRIUMPHS 1205 1249 44   3,65 
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I  once again want to appeal to our members to please inform the registrar when they either sell or acquire a 

new Triumph in order to keep ownership details updated. Why do I have this nagging feeling that this shall 

continue to remain a request in futility? 

Cheers vir eers 

Nols 




